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Dedication

 


This book is dedicated to our open-minded,
present generations and the generations to follow. It is inspired
by my wonderful family and the desire to help give them a better
world in which to live.

May we find a way to eliminate the horrors of
war and to permit us to live together in peace. May the continuing
revelation of our creator expand our minds for a greater
understanding of our universe and how we can prosper in
harmony.

 


 



Preface

 


The purpose of the documentations contained
in this book is not to discourage the pursuit of answers to man’s
search for “Where did we come from, why are we here, or where do we
go when we die.”

Neither is the purpose to bash religion. It
is simply to explore how religion has been misused and abused down
through the centuries.

Religion is still being
perverted today all around the world. It has evolved from man’s
search for answers to men using it to control
populations.

The author’s goal is to encourage you to
think about questions you may never have asked yourself.

 


My Personal Belief . . .

The universe is so vast that we are not yet
capable of understanding its complexities any more than our minds
can visualize a billion or a trillion of anything. While observing
the orderly composition of what we do understand, I am convinced
that there is a creator of some sort. While most civilizations
throughout history have sought to explain and define this creator,
the continuing revelation seems to indicate that we have yet to
understand it.

I do believe that the way of life guided by
Christian principles is the best available. I am, however, troubled
by paying homage to a creator envisioned by the same primitive
minds that believed the earth was flat and who believed they were
punished with earthquakes, plagues, and floods.

These thinkers believed that solar eclipses
were a divine omen and they gave their creator man's emotions such
as love, anger, vengeance, cruelty, and jealousy. They limited this
creator to their human emotions, failings, and myopic thinking.

The creator I envision has no such
limitations.

 


 



Introduction

 


Most of what we learn in our early life
comes from our parents and teachers. Most of what they learned in
their early life, they learned from their parents and their
teachers. This pattern follows back through the generations and is
considered our oral tradition.

 


The big questions we must ask . . .

1. Is this information based on actual facts?

2. Is it faith-based information consisting of enhanced
facts?

3. Is it pure fiction consisting of supernatural
events?

Answering those questions is the solution to
educating ourselves in today's world. It is absolutely essential
that we make this determination if we are to progress as a
civilization.

Since we are creatures of our environment,
we all have bias whether we are aware of it or not. Our bias
depends on who our parents were, what school we attended, what
church our parents belonged, if any, and who our friends were.
There are many other factors shaping our individual bias.

We all have great difficulty in overcoming
our bias and it becomes obvious when we attempt to be objective. In
addition to passed-down information we receive, which is our oral
tradition filtered through multiple bias, we learn that some people
often put a deliberate spin on information to promote a specific
agenda. These spins are frequently a simple matter of leaving out
some of the whole story or adding a minor embellishment. In other
cases, they are blatant deceptions.

We find ourselves living in a continuing
revelation and as technology reveals new information. It is
necessary to continually factor this new data into what we have
already learned. With so much misinformation circulating through
emails, we need to check more than one source to be sure the
information is factual.

 


 



CHAPTER ONE

 


SOME INFORMATION
HISTORY

 


Flawed Learning . . .

Studies show that our early education tends
to be a dominant factor in our lives. An objective analysis shows
much of that early knowledge came down through the generations as
oral tradition. Further examination reveals that much of it is
flawed and is based on conclusions reached by people with little
knowledge of our world and our universe.

This early knowledge was influenced by
superstition and a belief in the supernatural. Most of the early
philosophers believed that the earth was flat and the sun revolved
around the earth. Remember how the men who sailed with Columbus
were afraid of sailing off the edge of the earth.

There were exceptions such as the ancient
Mayans who seemed to have a unique understanding of solar and lunar
eclipses. In addition, the ancient Egyptians seemed to have a basic
understanding of the alignment of their pyramids with certain
constellations. The ancients in England also used the monoliths at
Stonehenge for seasonal determinations.

Much of that knowledge was lost and had to
be rediscovered.

 


Our Heritage . . .

One of the most read history books in the
English speaking world is the Old Testament, which is basically a
history of the Jews. Those writers traced oral tradition folklore
to a period they consider the beginning of time, hence the Genesis
story of the Garden of Eden. Religion is the tool men used to
explain what we don't understand.

The New Testament offers the Jewish version
of history that begins when Romans ruled the known world. This was
the era when Jesus appeared and began to spread his message. His
philosophy offered a unique way of life, a threat to the strict
laws and rulers during that time period.

Most ancient civilizations had people who
attempted to explain, based on the knowledge available at that
time, answers to those age-old questions:

Where did we come from ?

Why are we here ?

What happens to us when we die ?

Many of those writers concluded with many of
the same assumptions that writers in almost all ancient
civilizations had in common:

1. There was a creator and this creator had supernatural
powers,

2. There was a hereafter and special behavior was required to
get there. That special behavior included appeasement.

The ancients arrived at many different
methods to accomplish that special behavior. They also envisioned a
vast array of ritual appeasements including animal sacrifice and
burnt offerings.

 


Other Traditions . . .

Since many of the ancient civilizations
reached similar conclusions, they chose to answer those questions
with multiple Gods. They also answered the special behavior
conclusion with cruel and unusual appeasement including human
sacrifice. There is hard evidence that several societies of
ancients practiced this inhumane sacrificial form of
appeasement.

As we now note, these concepts and this
knowledge was faith-based oral tradition passed on to illiterate
masses. This was the information used by rulers and priests to
control populations by playing on superstition and their belief in
the supernatural.

The Roman version of that era reflects a
society where people paid respect to many Gods. Roman soldiers, for
example, might pray to Mars, the God of war, for strength during
battles. Minerva was the Goddess of wisdom and people might ask her
for guidance in making decisions. They created over two hundred
Gods lest they offend any.

The ancient Egyptians elevated their Pharaoh
to the status of a God, making him an equal to their many other
Gods. Those same Egyptians decided they were the only real humans
on earth and all others were considered sub-human. The ancient
Jews, on the other hand, considered themselves to be God's chosen
people.

Is that type thinking much different from
today's "white supremacists" who consider themselves superior to
other races? Consider Hitler's obsession to keep the Arian race
pure and superior. He even instituted a human breeding program
where he picked only blonde, good looking young people to produce
offspring for the Fatherland. One has to wonder if we learned much
since those ancient times?



Information Spin . . .

It seems that some of the oral tradition
might have been subjected to a deliberate spin in order to obtain
the full attention of the recipient. There are many examples in the
Old Testament of enhanced tales. These were designed to play to
illiterate people who were superstitious and believed in the
supernatural. A list of those stories would include Jonah and the
whale, Daniel in the lions den, Lot's wife into a pillar of salt,
the parting of the Red Sea, the causes of the plagues in Egypt,
etc.

A classic example of modern information
spinning is seen in the story about a professional genealogy
researcher. While doing research on her own family tree, she
discovered a photo of a man with a noose around his neck, standing
on the gallows. It was in a box of old documents from a distant
aunt.

On the back of the photo was this
inscription: Hoyt Deramus, horse thief, sent to Montana Territorial
Prison 1885, escaped 1887, robbed the Montana railroad six times,
caught by Pinkerton detectives, convicted and hanged 1889.

She already knew that she was a distant
cousin to a Senator in a neighboring state. She discovered that the
man in the photo, Hoyt Deramus, was a great, great uncle to both
she and the Senator. She emailed the Senator for more information
about their great, great uncle and received the following
reply.

 


" Hoyt Deramus was a famous cowboy in the
Montana Territory. His business empire grew to include the
acquisition of valuable equestrian assets and intimate dealings
with the Montana railroad. Beginning in 1883, he devoted several
years to government service, finally taking leave to resume his
dealings with the railroad. In 1887, he was a key player in a vital
investigation by the renowned Pinkerton Detective Agency. Hoyt
passed away in 1889 during an important civic function held in his
honor when a platform upon which he was standing collapsed."

 


Modern politicians are especially adept in
this art form. It isn't much of a stretch to believe that our
distant ancestors had similar talents. We must question how many of
our history books reflect a spin of some type including the
translated bible. Since some words do not exist from one language
to another, translating involves paraphrasing. This process leaves
much room for man's embellishment.

Another type of concern is governments which
lie to their people and hide behind secrecy which they determine to
be matters of national security. This is a major method used
worldwide in withholding truth from the populace.

 


"The Constitution is not an
instrument for the government to restrain the people, it is an
instrument for the people to restrain the government."

Patrick Henry

 


Open Our Minds . . .

Part of the process for analyzing what we
have learned requires an open mind to possibilities that may not be
easily apparent. Good logic is a wonderful tool for considering
these possibilities. As intelligent humans, we should critically
analyze some of that oral tradition, especially that which was
transferred to papyrus for our consumption. Comparisons of stories
we read today to the ancient texts, such as the Dead Sea Scrolls,
offers clues to this type of objective research.

Greek mythology, much of which was adopted
by the Romans, is not much different in believability than the
vampire stories out of medieval Europe. The mythological accounts
of Romulus and Remus suckling a she-wolf and the story of the
Trojan horse were among the most famous. Think about how the Santa
Claus story has evolved from old Saint Nicholas in the Balkan
countries.

When delivering information to an illiterate
population who already believes in the supernatural, information
spins are easily absorbed and passed on to future generations.
Therefore, when we review what we've learned, we must open our
minds to the possibility that information we receive has been
enhanced.

 


The Ancients had Many Gods . . .

The Egyptians created a list of over one
hundred gods and they envisioned an “afterlife” that required a
body. They developed procedures for preserving bodies with an
embalming technique, thus providing the dead with a physical body.
Their elaborate tombs were packed with food and articles for use in
that afterlife.

The Romans had many “Gods” which were handed
down from Greek mythology. They had major “Gods” which they
considered important and there were minor “Gods.” These deities
covered almost every subject matter you could imagine. Apollo, the
archer, was “God” of the sun, music, and poetry. His twin sister,
Diana, was goddess of the hunt, the moon, virginity, and
childbirth. Jupiter was king of the “Gods” and the storm, air, and
the sky. Venus was the goddess of love and beauty. They had so many
“Gods” that it was difficult to keep them straight.

Mars was the “God” of war and Neptune was
the “God” of the sea, earthquakes, and horses. Mercury was
messenger of the gods and bearer of souls to the underworld. Juno
was Queen of the Gods and goddess of matrimony. Vulcan was “God” of
the forge, fire, and blacksmiths. Minerva was goddess of wisdom and
war and Janus was a two-headed “God” of beginnings and endings and
of doors.

The list of major “Gods” goes on and becomes
more and more absurd by adding over a hundred minor “Gods.” In
their effort to explain the unknown, the Romans tried to “cover all
bases.” They were concerned about offending some deity. This was
their logical way to explain the unknown with the limited
understandings of that time.

 


Buddha Emerges . . .

In India, Buddha Skakyamuni was born as a
royal prince in 624 BC in a place called Lumbini, which was
originally in northern India but is now part of Nepal. Legend has
it that his mother, Queen Mayadevi, experienced a vision at his
birth that “Gods” took him painlessly from her side. The legend
continues with the young prince learning all the traditional arts
and sciences without instruction. He knew 64 different languages
and was very skilled at mathematics.

He decided to
leave the palace and retire to the solitude of
the forest where he would engage in profound meditation until he
attained “enlightenment.” Siddhartha continued with his meditation
until he attained the varja-like concentration. With this
concentration, which is the very last mind of a limited being, he
removed the final veils of ignorance from his mind and in the next
moment became a “Buddha,” a fully enlightened being.

Buddhism currently has between 376 million
and one billion followers and is generally listed as the world's
fourth largest religion after Christianity, Islam and Hinduism.
Buddhists do not have congregational memberships and often do not
participate in public ceremonies.

In contrast to the other three major
religions, classical Buddhism does not involve the recognition or
worship of deities. It also does not teach the existence of the
human soul, but it does teach reincarnation. This is certainly a
different way to explain the unknown.

 


Castes Evolve . . .

Hinduism is one of the
oldest and one of the most complex of all religious systems. It is
difficult to provide adequate history of Hinduism because it has no
specific founder or theology, but its roots are nearly 10,000 years
old. Writings about Hinduism are about 3,000 years old. In India,
where most Hindus are found, they practice a caste system of
priests, soldiers and government bureaucracy, merchants and
farmers, and the untouchables. Hindu teachings vary, depending on
the caste, but all contain mystical ideas about man and the
universe.

Hindus have a “Trinity”
but it is different from the Christian Trinity. Lord Brahma brings forth the creation and represents the
creative principle of the Supreme Being. Lord Vishnu maintains the
universe and represents the eternal principle of preservation. Lord
Shiva represents the principle of dissolution and recreation. These
three deities together form the Hindu Trinity.  The philosophy of Hinduism is
a way of life and they have a “God” for almost every conceivable
subject. Many of their “Gods” are depicted as animals, each
representing an aspect of the Supreme Being.

 


Mohammad Appears . .
.

The religion of Islam recognizes one “God”
and sets up Muhammad as the messenger of this “God.” They name this
“God” Allah, and the devout are called Muslims. They recognize the
same prophets that are found in the Jewish tradition but they
believe that the flawless word of God was written down in a book
they call Qur’an. (Koran) In the eighth century, the Islamic faith
benefited by translating Greek philosophy into Arabic, influencing
Arabic philosophers to study and interpret the Koran.

In Arabic, Islam means “submission,” and the
word Muslim is also related to the word Islam and means "one who
surrenders" or "submits" to God. Muslims believe that some parts of
the Bible and the Torah may have been misinterpreted and/or
distorted by their followers. With that perspective they view the
Koran as corrective of Jewish and Christian scriptures. No Muslim
visual images or depictions of God exist because they believe such
artistic depictions may lead to idolatry and are thus
prohibited.

Muslims in Islamic societies have
traditionally viewed Islamic law as essential to their religious
outlook even though many of those laws were authored by Muslim
scholars, not the Koran. Like Christianity and some sects of modern
Judaism, Islam teaches bodily resurrection of the dead, the
fulfillment of a divine plan for creation, and the immortality of
the human soul.

Muslims believe that the Koran was revealed
to the Prophet Muhammad by the Angel Gabriel on numerous occasions
between the years 610 and Muhammad's death in 632 and that “It”
became the “final word.”

Radical Muslims have
distorted Islamic law to the extent they were able to brainwash
youth in their schools into becoming suicide bombers. These
religious fanatics have become the greatest threat to human
progress during the 21st
century.

 


Subjugation Rules Man . . .

The Mayans and Incas had their “Gods” along
with almost every other known civilization throughout history. The
common thread in almost all religious beliefs is the subjugation of
followers to a higher power and the belief that a higher power
exists. Also common to many of these civilizations is a forcing of
their people to accept these beliefs and to recognize religious
authority. These precepts are in direct conflict with the concept
of self-independence and self-determination.

Interestingly enough, Jews, Muslims, and
Christians all worship the same God. The Jews believe that Moses
was the greatest prophet, the Muslims believe that Mohammad was the
greatest prophet, and Christians believe that Jesus was greater
than a mere prophet.

Most societies through history have assumed
that an afterlife exists and have created many different versions
of what it will be like and “how to get there.” Many of these
versions have a built-in “carrot and stick” approach which is
further used for control of the populace. They basically say “do
these things to get to heaven or don’t and you will go to
hell.”

One could ask why man has always accepted
that he needs to pay homage to a creator. Logic would have it that
we didn’t ask to be born, so why must we worship a creator who
“made it possible?” We don’t know why we are here, but we are
expected by believers to constantly thank a creator for putting us
here.

We don’t know where or if we are going after
death, but all religions focus on getting there. There are many
theories on this subject including a trip to heaven, condemned to
hell, reincarnation as another human, returning as an animal, or
being converted to another form of matter.

 


"Science without religion
is lame,

religion without science is
blind."

Albert Einstein

 


It’s All About Control . . .

Possibly, in his search for answers and his
desire for power, ancient man envisioned a “God” that required
subjugation as he interpreted it.

By controlling strict interpretation of this
principle of subjugation, these power-hungry individuals could
control an entire population. This control was even extended to
kings, emperors, and political rulers by skilled clergy in many
cases.

History is full of stories about rulers
being dominated by some religious entity. Religious teachings by
various religions have been a popular vehicle for controlling the
masses and it remains a powerful force to this day.

 


Man’s “screw-up” was letting them get away
with it.

 



CHAPTER TWO

 


RELIGIOUS
ORIGINS

 


“Neither a wise nor a brave
man lies down on the tracks of history to wait for the train of the
future to run over him.”

Dwight D. Eisenhower

 


The Information Age

One thing we have learned is that we live in
the greatest information age that has ever existed. We have the
equivalent of the Library of Congress sitting on our desks in the
form of a computer connected to the internet. Almost anything a
person could want to know is at our finger tips through our
favorite search engine.

We have also learned that millions of people
around the world are still illiterate and live in primitive
conditions. Most of the Muslim countries have a high percentage of
illiteracy. They still believe in the supernatural as do most
fundamentalists in the United States.

For the purposes of this discussion, a
fundamentalist is a literalist who accepts and believes the actual
words of whichever bible translation they read. Since most
translations consist of paraphrasing, this type of literal
interpretation has many pitfalls.

Supernatural events are primitive concepts
that are handed down from our oral tradition and become ingrained
in many of the old fundamentalist religions. One good example is
the story of Vampires, the mythical beings who subsist on human
blood. These are described by oral tradition, originating from
people in the Balkans and Eastern Europe where stories of vampires
influenced their religion.

Grandfather Frost is a
Russian folklore character, often portrayed in a disheveled state,
sipping vodka and occasionally dishing out punishments as well as
rewards. He is the Russian equivalent of our Santa Claus bringing
presents to reward the good and sticks to punish bad behavior. Our
Santa Claus is an enhanced version of oral tradition folklore with
roots in Europe.

The Bible and the Koran
are both laden with many accounts of supernatural events. Beginning
with the six-day creation event and Eve's creation from Adam's rib,
both books continue with many of the same events such as the
parting of the Red Sea.

 


Mythology

Another of the things we
have learned is that mythology is a primitive form of religion
where stories and gods are created in an attempt to explain how the
world works. These myths are passed down in oral tradition and are
finally accepted as fact by later illiterate
populations.

The Greek and Roman
mythology is well documented in writings by Homer
in his two epic poems,
the Iliad and
the Odyssey. While Roman mythology lacks divine narratives, Romulus and
Remus suckling the she-wolf is as famous as any image from Greek
mythology except for the Trojan Horse.

Chinese mythology began in the 12th century
BC and the myths and legends were passed down in oral form for over
a thousand years, before being written in books. Like many
mythologies of the past, it has been believed by the masses to be,
at least in part, a factual recording of history.

Ancient Egyptian mythology described a
seven-year famine caused when the Nile didn't flood and provide
water for the crops, probably due to a drought in Africa. Finally,
the God Khnemu promised that the Nile should rise every year, as in
olden time, when the Egyptians repaired his shrine.

Another myth involves the Pharaoh Seneferu,
who had his magician part the Red Sea so they could retrieve a
Lotus flower dropped by one of his beautiful maidens. The Egyptians
myths also contain different versions of the Trojan War and other
explanations of the universe.

The folklore of Japan is heavily
influenced by both Shinto and Buddhism, the two primary religions
in the country. Japanese folklore is often divided into several
categories such as ghost stories, sad stories, witty stories,
stories of greed, and stories of repaying kindness.

 


Appeasement

Almost all of the ancient civilizations
believed that their Gods required some special type of behavior to
ward off nature's wrath such as earthquakes and floods. This
concept gave rise to ritual appeasement which often resulted in the
burning of offerings, the spilling of blood, and remitting a sum of
money. (the tithe) Other types of behavior consisted of assuming a
submissive posture, singing of praise hymns, and regular attendance
of a ritualistic service.

Fasting is another form of behavior not
unlike other forms of demonstrative subjection such as self
mutilation practiced by some cults. Other ritual behavior includes
the reciting of creeds and making pilgrimages to places designated
as holy. Rituals also include the burning of incense, immersing in
or sprinkling water to symbolize a cleansing, and the symbolic
eating and drinking ritual called communion.

All of these acts, and many others, fall in
the general category of appeasing the Gods. Interestingly enough,
all of these acts of appeasement are performed with no factual
basis. Believers of these traditions act on them, relying totally
on pure faith.

Another form of appeasement is the
construction of grandiose structures for honoring their Gods. The
ancient Mayans and Aztecs erected huge pyramid shaped places for
rituals designed to appease. On the other side of the world,
Cambodians did the same thing. Many Oriental societies erected huge
statues of Buddha.

The ancient Egyptians erected pyramids to
honor their Pharaohs (Gods) and later, the Jews erected great
Temples in Israel. The practice continued through the middle ages
as the Catholic Church erected huge cathedrals across the lands.
Muslims did their share by erecting huge Mosques in their far flung
Ottoman empire.

Protestant churches today still continue the
practice devoting major sums of money to the construction of huge
churches, each denomination seemingly trying to outdo the other.
Man is still trying to appease the ancient Gods with monumental
structures.

 


Laws and Intolerance

As these early concepts evolved, succeeding
generations were subjected to mandatory observance of these
rituals. Customs and rituals evolved into laws as church and state
began to merge. Religion became a major factor for ruling the
populations as Kings and Emperors saw the benefits of ritual
submission. The combined entities of Church and State required a
stricter compliance of these religious laws with each new
generation.

The ancient Jews observed a complex and
strict set of rules and laws. Orthodox Jews continue that practice
in today's world, still performing rituals that were conceived by
people over two and three thousand years ago who had no idea they
were living on a giant ball in an infinite universe.

The Jesus teachings have evolved from a
simple concept of love, compassion, forgiveness, into a different
Christianity with a strict enforcement of rituals and beliefs in
the Middle Ages. The most intolerant period in Christianity
occurred in the Middle Ages commonly called the Spanish
Inquisition. People were forced, on penalty of death, to submit to
the teachings taught by the church. This religious intolerance had
further consequences when the Spanish explored the "new world."
Natives of those areas were either forced to accept Christianity or
were slaughtered.

The Koran appeared in the seventh century
and founded Islam, a political system disguised as a religion with
very strict laws. Radical Muslims have interpreted these laws in
such a way as to control the illiterate masses.

Islamic law, called "Shariah," is the most
intolerant religious law as practiced today. It has world
domination as its goal and the faithful are commanded to kill
infidels. (non-believers) Muslims are expected to obey a set of
laws that makes women second class citizens and prescribes cruel
and inhuman punishment for violators. (more about Shariah
later)

Protestants, derived from the word,
"protest," rebelled against the strict laws and rituals of the
Catholic Church. Most of them did, however, continue many of the
rituals and ceremonies of that "Universal Church." One has only to
attend a Catholic Mass to identify some of the rituals being used
in several Protestant denominations.

A fundamentalist sect called the Puritans, a
splinter off the Church of England, came to the new world and
settled around Salem, Massachusetts. They were an intolerant group
who believed in witchcraft and persecuted women much like the
inquisitions persecuted people during the Middle Ages. They
considered that all women bore the shame of Eve's original sin. If
they were accused of witchcraft, they were tried, convicted, and
hanged while others were drowned.

Lesser forms of religious laws require dress
codes and the non-consumption of pork as in the case of the Jews.
Catholics are forbidden to eat meat on Fridays and forbidden the
use of modern birth control. Some Protestant denominations forbid
the use of cosmetic make-up by women, forbid dancing, and have
strict dress codes. Others forbid the use of musical instruments in
their churches and require the taking of communion every Sunday.
Some of the denominations even believe that no person goes to
"heaven" except members of their denomination.

The political battles continue even now
using religion as a pretext. Examples are the Catholic-Protestant
battles in Ireland, the Jewish-Muslim battles in the Israel-Arab
areas, and the Taliban-Tribal warfare in Iraq and Afghanistan. The
worst are the radical Muslims, such as Al Queda who slaughtered
thousands in the World Trade Center and in embassies around the
world. In addition, the Taliban and Al Queda, indiscriminately
target crowds with suicide bombs and travelers with roadside
bombs.

Religious intolerance is a burning ember
that can flame up in unpredictable ways. Sadly, these intolerances
are based on an oral tradition which has little or no basis in
fact. The people who originally interpreted what they saw, and
reached these primitive conclusions, had no idea that we lived on a
large ball called Earth that revolved around a much larger ball
called the Sun.

In spite of their origination by un-educated
people, man has perpetuated these oral traditions throughout
history instead of revising them as new facts were discovered. As
we enter the "information age," the time has come to open our minds
and recognize these primitive concepts for what they are.

 


The Jewish Tradition

The Jewish tradition is the “birthplace” of
Christianity when Jesus, a Jew, first taught the basis of Christian
beliefs. Jesus Christ, according to the bible, saw the hypocrisy in
some of the Jewish beliefs and offered a new behavioral system. He
taught love, kindness, and forgiveness instead of vengeance,
rituals, and intolerance.

Christian principles have since influenced a
major part of our world and provided the conceptual roots of
self-independence. Jews do not accept Jesus as their messiah, but
they do consider him to be a major prophet.

 


Jewish Beginning . . .

Jews, generally, are a worldwide ethnic and
cultural group descended from the ancient Hebrews who traditionally
practiced Judaism. They were the ancient Israelites, who settled in
the land of Israel. Jewish tradition holds that the Israelites were
the descendants of Jacob's twelve sons (one of whom was named
Judah), who settled in Egypt.

While in Egypt, their descendants were
enslaved by the Egyptian pharaoh, often identified as Ramses II. In
the Jewish tradition, the Israelites emigrated from Egypt to Canaan
(the Exodus), led by the prophet Moses. This event marks the
formation of the Israelites as a people, divided into twelve tribes
named after Jacob’s sons.

Jewish scholars in the Old Testament went to
great lengths to trace their lineage from David, Abraham, Moses,
etc. When mixed in with all the mythology contained in that
history, the lineage authenticity comes into doubt. Jewish written
history in the bible covers a period of over 4,000 years and we
find that Jews can be considered a race or a religion.

 


Jews Had a Rough Time . . .

Throughout history, they have been despised,
enslaved, or barely tolerated by other societies for their clannish
and intolerant ways. They have, in their history, been conquered by
Babylonians, Romans, Muslims, Byzantines, the Crusaders, and the
Arabs.

They have been persecuted by their neighbors
in cities and countries all over Europe and Asia. Over six million
Jews were brutally murdered by Hitler’s Germany as late as the
twentieth century. Refugees from those persecutions had no where to
go. Thousands sought shelter in Palestine but were turned away and
remained on ships with no destination.

Finally, after WW II, the
United Nations General Assembly adopted Resolution 181 on November
29, 1947, which divided Palestine into two states, one Arab and one
Jewish. Jerusalem was to be designated an international city,
a corpus separatum, administered by the UN.

Jews, for the first time in centuries, were
provided with a homeland. Still they refuse to assimilate as
indicated in their constant war with Palestine, Egypt, and other
Arab and Muslim countries.

 


Today’s Jews . . .

Today there are about 14 million Jewish
people in the world and about 99% of them do not believe in Yeshua
(Jesus) as their Messiah.

Statistics show that more than half of the
Jewish people who do believe in Yeshua came to know Him through
reading the Messianic Prophecies. They believe in the existence of
only one personal “God Almighty,” the creator, all-powerful,
ever-present, and all-knowing, formless, incorporeal spirit and
that Moses was the greatest of all prophets.

They hold to the book of Genesis literally,
that “God” created the universe/life from nothing, in less than 7
days, less than 10,000 years ago, and that Adam and Eve were the
first humans. But, some hold that a “day” in the Bible is not
defined as 24 hours, and some believe that scientific discoveries
don’t contradict but attest to God’s awesome power.

 


Jewish Beliefs . . .

Traditional Judaism believes in the “World
to Come,” the coming of the messianic age heralded by the messiah,
and a resurrection of the dead, but beliefs vary on the details.
Some believe souls of the righteous go to heaven, or are
reincarnated, while the wicked suffer from a hell of their own
making or remain dead. Some believe God will resurrect the
righteous to live on earth after the Messiah comes to purify the
world. Judaism generally focuses on strictly following God's
commandments rather than on details of afterlife or rewards after
death.

Judaism holds that human life begins upon
first breath, and Jewish law requires abortion if necessary to save
the mother’s life prior to birth. Most believe that potential human
life should never be terminated casually, but abortion is generally
regarded as a personal decision, especially within the first 40
days of pregnancy.

Orthodox Jewish clothing
for women generally follows these guidelines: Skirts must be long enough to fall approximately 4 inches
below the knee. Skirts must have no slits
or vents, not in the back, sides, or
front, but kick pleats are okay. Orthodox men wear black long
coats, suits and hats with beards and ear locks.

Secular Jews, who wear the scull cap, say
Orthodox Jews embarrass them and some believe Orthodox clothes and
beards cause anti-Jewish hatred.

Unlike most of the
Christian world, Jews observe Saturday instead of Sunday for their
weekly “holy day.” The “Sabbath” (Shabbat) actually begins for Jews at sunset on Friday and lasts until
the appearance of three stars on Saturday night. Traditionally,
three festive meals are eaten during that period.

Prohibited activities
during the Sabbath are the 39 categories of melachah. They are defined as
plowing earth, sowing, reaping, binding sheaves, threshing,
winnowing, selecting, grinding, sifting, kneading, baking, shearing
wool, washing wool, beating wool, dyeing wool, spinning, weaving,
making two loops, weaving two threads, separating two threads,
tying, untying, sewing stitches, tearing, trapping, slaughtering,
flaying, tanning, scraping hide, marking hides, cutting hide to
shape, writing two or more letters, erasing two or more letters,
building, demolishing, extinguishing a fire, kindling a fire,
putting the finishing touch on an object and transporting an object
between the private domain and the public domain, or for a distance
of 4 cubits within the public domain.

 


Interesting Results . . .

Religious fanaticism slows man’s evolving
understanding of his universe, but is not as disruptive as the
Muslim fanatics have become.

It is ironic that Christianity, with its
roots of self-determination, came out of such a restrictive and
intolerant theology as this Jewish tradition.

Whatever its faults, Christianity has become
a major element in man’s seeking knowledge and his continuing
revelation.

Without its seeds of independent thinking,
most of the progress in the last few centuries would not have been
possible.

 


Do not go where the path
may lead,

go instead where there is
no path and leave a trail.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

 



CHAPTER THREE

 


THE JESUS TEACHINGS

 


Along came Jesus with his teaching of love,
compassion, forgiveness, and his message of salvation. Probably for
the first time in history, the common man was given hope. Jesus
inspired others to go out into the world and spread this
message.

As a Jew, he rebelled against the strict
Jewish dogma and castigated the Rabbis for "money-changing" in the
Temple. By all accounts, he led a simple life preaching by the sea,
in the fields, and in the marketplace. He either walked or rode a
donkey from place to place as he spoke to the common people.

 


The Supernatural

Mixed in with the "Jesus message" are
several accounts that must be classified as supernatural events or
"enhanced" narrative. To readers and believers of the literal text,
these supernatural events are necessary to Christianity and its
continuing influence. To be blunt, these events are critical to
fundamentalist beliefs.

The question arises, however, about the
"virgin birth" event really having anything to do with the basic
message delivered by Jesus. Do the details of his birth change the
meaning of any of his teachings? The same questions could be asked
about any of the reported "miracles" he performed. Can we respect
his teachings without the story that he arose from the dead?

Why are these events included in the version
of biblical history available to us today? One explanation is that
Jesus teachings were enhanced by later preachers to impress
illiterate people. These audiences were people who already believed
in the supernatural and these enhanced events were added to get
their full attention.

We know that the books of the New Testament
were finally written from an oral tradition many years after Jesus
died. Would it require much imagination to think that as these
stories were told over and over, they were gradually enhanced,
little by little, to attract followers?

Would the omission of these supernatural
events have diminished the meaning or importance of the basic Jesus
message? The messenger-preachers were obviously motivated to share
the teachings. They considered his message important enough to pass
on to their fellow man.

So what if they threw in a few miracles to
get people to notice their message. It was a harmless way to get
the attention of an illiterate audience. A generation or so later,
no one knew the difference between fact and enhanced fiction.

Even in today's world, the "gospel" is
ingrained in many modern societies and most people accept these
enhancements as fact. As enlightened, intelligent people living in
the information age, we should be able to discern fact from
folklore.

 


Jesus Message Perverted

The teachings of Jesus
have evolved over time with spins and enhancements. Today's many
religious structures and splintered organizations are the result.
The bible, as we know it today, was finally formalized in 325 AD by
Roman Emperor Constantine and some Christian Bishops. This group is
called the First Council of Nicaea
and is commonly regarded to have been the first
Ecumenical (world-wide) council of the Christian Church.

They affirmed and defined what they believed
to be the true teachings. They decided that Jesus Christ was of
divine origin and is the one true God in deity with the Father.
They had trouble deciding whether Jesus was the literal son of God
or if he was a figurative son. Another result of the council was an
agreement on when to celebrate Easter.

This Council was the beginning of a unified,
formal church that evolved into the wealthiest entity on earth.
Various Emperors and Kings plotted with a succession of Popes
through the centuries to use religion to control the masses.
Submission to religious demands reinforced the power of the ruler
as "God's will."

The bible was finally translated into
English over the objection of the Catholic Church. Those Priests
and Bishops didn't want the people to read and interpret the bible
for themselves. The "King James" version was finally printed over
the objection of Rome when the English King, Henry the XIII, split
with the Pope.

Jesus' message has been further perverted as
the Christian Church splintered into many denominations. The main
off-shoots from the original Catholic Church were the Church of
England, the Greek Orthodox Church, and the Protestant
denominations.

The bible, as we know it today has been
translated into many languages from the ancient Hebrew, Greek, and
Latin. Biblical books have been added by some and then removed by
some, usually called the Apocrypha. The King James version was
completed in 1611 followed by several others called the New
International Version, the American Standard Edition, and the
Revised Standard Edition to name a few.



What Jesus Didn't Teach

Most people who have attended Church, Sunday
school or attended a parochial school are aware of the basics of
what Jesus taught. Much has been said about the benefits of His
messages and their meanings. The following is a brief outline study
of what Jesus didn't teach.

By the end of the fourth century, the
Christian Church, now using a standardized bible began to grow.
Over time, a hierarchy of Priests, Bishops, Cardinals, and a Pope
evolved. The service, now called Mass, became ritualized and people
were taught that a Priest must contact God on their behalf.

The Priests and all participants in
conducting Mass were unpaid volunteers, so tithing by believers
went directly to the Vatican in Rome. With very little religious
competition in the known world, the Catholic Church quickly became
very wealthy.

Did Jesus suspect that he was founding the
wealthiest entity on earth? Did he conceive a church hierarchy of
Priests, Bishops, Cardinals, and Popes? Did he anticipate that
Christians would worship his mother? Did he ever expect that people
would be converted to Christianity by force? Did he ever imagine
that money collected in His name would be used to finance wars of
aggression?

History records that during the eleventh
century, an army of crusaders drove the Muslims out of land they
deemed holy. On their way, they slaughtered all the people in towns
and villages to replenish themselves with supplies. The crusaders,
called Knights Templar or "Order of the Temple," and were
officially endorsed by the Roman Catholic Church around 1129.
Funded by the Pope, they fought for years and finally succeeded.
They eventually returned to Europe, becoming wealthy in the
process, having founded the world's first banking system.

The Knights became so wealthy and powerful,
a succeeding Pope plotted with Kings in the fourteenth century to
slaughter them and take their lands. It was done by the
"Inquisition" who tortured many of them into "confessing" and
burned them at the stake. Pope Clement officially disbanded the
order in 1312 issuing a "Papal Bull" which turned over their assets
to others.

The Inquisitions, which began around 1184,
were conducted by Catholic Church bodies to suppress "heresy." The
Spanish Inquisition, a much more severe procedure, was established
in 1478 by Catholic Monarchs.

Many Christians, upon testimony of enemies,
were locked up, tortured, and deprived of their property without
tests of any kind. Thousands, over time, were tortured and burned
at the stake. The process was also used to censor knowledge and
issue indexes of prohibited books. The concept was also used to
persecute Jews and wasn't formerly abolished until 1834.

Galileo Galilei, an Italian, had one of the
greatest minds of the late 1500's and early 1600's and is called
the father of modern physics. For his work in placing the sun as
the center of our solar system, contrary to the church's position
that the earth was the center, he was tried by the inquisition in
1632 and forced to spend the rest of his life under house arrest.
Galileo sadly died, condemned of heresy in 1642 and not until 1737
was his body placed in a fine tomb by civil authorities against the
wishes of the church hierarchy.

Did any of these events have anything to do
with the teachings of Jesus? Is it any wonder "protesters" broke
away from the Catholic Church and founded Protestantism?
Unfortunately, the Protestant Churches also evolved rituals and
religious laws that prescribed dress codes and certain
prohibitions.

Today's "protestants" are the
non-denominational contemporary churches and have become so popular
that many traditional churches have been forced to add a
"contemporary" service.

 


Another Phenomenon

During the late twentieth century, another
change took place in the religious world. Aggressive and ambitious
preachers took to the airwaves with Tele-ministries. These
Tele-evangelists appealed to larger audiences through their
television sets for support.

Because of their multi-million dollar
successes with income tax exemptions, they were investigated by the
IRS and several were exposed as frauds. Others were identified as
hypocrites when discoveries revealed various frequent associations
with prostitutes and gay partners.

 


I like your Christ, I do
not like your Christians.

Your Christians are so
unlike your Christ.

Mahatma Gandhi

 



CHAPTER FOUR

 


“Anyone who believes you
can't change history

never tried to write his
memoirs.”
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