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 Foreword

In my newsletter for
the listenership of our ministry for March 1998, I chose the
subject: Tongues: Mythological - Historical - Prophetic. We
received 3,500 requests from disturbed constituents to be removed
from our mailing list.

Nothing has caused so much confusion and
contention within Christendom in the past century as the
misunderstanding of the correct dispensational position on the gift
of tongues and healing. I introduce this foreword from the position
of faith that every Christian desires to know the truth regarding
the correct biblical doctrine on this issue.

It is not my mission in this brief
introduction to take a position one way or the other. If I did,
then the reader, or potential readers, may not proceed any
further.

Since I was born again by faith in Jesus
Christ in 1951, I have hosted over 20,000 radio programs, written
over 100 books, and thousands of articles, spoke in churches of
practically every denomination, and led missions in half the
nations of the world. I report this not to exalt myself, but to
advise the reader of my qualifications to judge the depth of study
and discernment that has gone into this book, "Miracles or
Magic?"

The author, Rory Roybal, has done a
tremendous service in bringing out the Truth of God's Word on this
extremely sensitive and controversial subject that is of concern,
or should be of concern, to every believer in Jesus Christ as Lord
and Saviour. I intend to keep a copy of this book in my office
library for continuing reference purposes, and I pray that every
reader of this Foreword will do likewise.

 


Noah W. Hutchings

President, Southwest Radio Church
Ministries
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Introduction

Many people are
fascinated with the supernatural, and drawn to miracles in
particular to provide a quick solution to their problems or crises.
Inspirational and influential religious leaders abound with
fantastic claims, and numerous people follow after them without any
significant understanding of the potential dangers involved.
Unfortunately, many religious leaders are primarily motivated by
money and power instead of the well-being of their followers, and
use every means available to entice the unwary. Most of us are
aware of cults and individuals who have given themselves over to
following a belief system that sounds glorious on the surface, but
in which the surprise outcome for their followers is
disillusionment, despair, and destruction.

This book is intended to furnish an approach
by which the average person can discern genuine works of God from
deception in the spiritual realm. In doing so, many people are
bound to be offended, and find this book very controversial, but
such a message is urgently needed in a world where everything is
moving more quickly, and fewer invest their precious time and
energy to deeply examine what they are taught from the pulpit or
media. There may be a number of books that deal with the topics
herein, but perhaps not from as large a perspective or as easily
understandable by the typical reader.

Much of the reasoning used in this book is
based on the assumption that the Bible’s very words are precisely
true in the original languages they were written. If the reader is
not already confident of the Bible’s exact accuracy including
historical as well as prophetical aspects, I would greatly
encourage them to read some or all of the fine works listed in the
Bibliography of this section in parallel with reading this book.
Even so, I believe most who simply read this with an open mind will
find the Bible references and analysis herein to be thought
provoking and exciting, whether they agree with every conclusion or
not.

The Bible is very unique among all the
religious books of mankind in that it contains hundreds of specific
future prophecies, unlike all others which may contain a few vague
forecasts at best. Popular individuals such as Nostradamus, Edgar
Cayce, and Jeane Dixon have also made many predictions, and a small
percentage of their prophecies seem to have been fulfilled in a
general sense, but most of them completely failed. Since the Bible
was over one fourth prophecy when it was written, and since
approximately half of these predictions have already been
specifically fulfilled with unparalleled 100% accuracy, it is
extremely likely that the remaining half of Bible predictions yet
to be fulfilled will also come to pass exactly as written.
Therefore, future personages and events prophesied in the Bible
will be mentioned if related to the subject matter at hand.

As this age draws to its prophesied
conclusion, counterfeit spirituality must also dramatically rise.
Until the Lord returns in person, much more discernment is needed
from the average individual to see Him clearly, and avoid the
increasingly clever deceptions that masquerade in His name. It is
hoped that this book will encourage and enable many to keep their
spiritual journey on track, as well as inspire loving but
revolutionary changes to the world of Christendom around them.

Chapters 1 and 2 contrast God’s love and
truth with growing confusion of religions and languages, as a
background for discerning miracles. Chapters 3-6 examine the person
and functions of the Holy Spirit, since many associate miracles
with His ministry. As examples of miracles, chapters 7-13 provide a
Biblical and historical analysis of miraculous tongues and healing,
and compare the importance of God’s path for individual spiritual
maturity with gifted abilities for edifying others. Chapters 14-16
show the crucial importance of unity in Christ’s body of believers,
and reveal how to distinguish the enemy’s growing counterfeit
organization that includes deceptive miracles, recognizing and
confronting delusion in ourselves and others. Chapters 17 and 18
encourage a renewed focus on God’s person, and challenge each
individual to make a difference for Christ with specific
recommendations to unify believers in God’s love and truth.
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For
the Love of Truth


With the myriad of religious groups in
general and Christian groups in particular, it is often difficult
to know what is a genuine work of God and what is not. Conflict
abounds among thousands of different belief systems and doctrines,
so certainly all cannot be correct because God is a God of truth
and not of confusion. God is love, but His kind of love is always
based on truth. Love without truth has no foundation and so will
collapse under pressure, and truth without love is not only
useless, but a harmful irritant. The Lord desires us to love truth
as He does, to learn it and walk therein so that we may be
spiritually mature and faithfully lead others in His love and
truth. As vital as truth is, however, loving God’s truth is not
always easy, since it often reveals areas of our lives that are
missing the mark of God’s calling for us, and this means we need to
change.

Most of us don’t like to change because
change confronts pride. Personal change often means we were
mistaken, so it is human nature to desperately try to hold on to
our opinions at any cost. But without change we cannot be
transformed by the renewing of our mind, and without that we cannot
accomplish the will of God. In this present world, none of us have
‘arrived’ at the place where we have nothing left to learn or
character flaws to overcome. Many times we make things more complex
than they need to be because of our own lack of faith or by
unwittingly twisting God’s word to make it fit into our current
ideas, lifestyle or denomination. This problem can be even more
prevalent in the pastorate or clergy, since changing one’s position
can mean conflict or loss of respect from a denomination or
congregation, and may even result in dismissal. When forced into
choosing between the comfort of one’s religious
background/environment and new personal revelation from God,
unfortunately many choose to just spiritually stagnate in their
comfort zone. Let us pray fervently it is not so with us!

Keep in mind that God is not trying to
mislead us and make things any more confusing or complex than
necessary, since He says all Scripture is given by His personal
inspiration, and is profitable for doctrine, evidence, restoration,
and training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. Therefore, it has been
said that if the plain reading of the Scriptures make sense, seek
no other sense. So let’s allow the Bible to say what it says! I
have found that the most straightforward understanding of the
Bible, in the context and original language provided, is usually
the correct one, so that is the approach we will take in this book.
In cases where I thought it would add clarity, I have provided my
own translations of the original languages for selected verses.
Although I do not recommend these translations for general use, I
hope this helps make the original meaning of these verses as clear
as possible in modern English.

But even if we love the truth, how do we
know what it is? Truth is not always easy to discern, since there
are so many voices with different opinions, including those who
claim to rely exclusively on the Word of God. Who should we listen
to? The only way for us to build our lives on a solid foundation is
to consider what others say, but more importantly be grounded
enough in the Holy Scriptures ourselves to discern truth from
error. Even with the apostle Paul and Silas preaching to them,
believers in Berea were commended as noble not just for receiving
the Word with a ready and willing mind, but also for searching the
Scriptures to verify what they were told. The Bible is also unique
in that it demands action, not just intellectual assent. If one
merely reads and understands spiritual truth, but does not do it,
the truth is quickly forgotten and the end result is
self-deception. If this book does nothing else, I hope it
dramatically reveals how important it is for each of us to dig
deeper into what we hear and read, humbly asking the Lord in faith
to give us the wisdom He so desires to provide abundantly and
freely.

Understanding supernatural abilities and the
issues surrounding them requires a basic overview of other topics
such as salvation, baptism, the role of the Holy Spirit, the
environment in the early church, the fruit of the Spirit, the unity
of the church, and the enemy’s use of deception. Therefore, these
topics will be touched upon as necessary to provide a framework for
a more complete and integrated understanding of miraculous
abilities as addressed by Scripture and recorded history.

Rather than attempt to provide an exhaustive
evaluation of supernatural abilities, the miraculous abilities of
tongues/translations and healing have been chosen as a primary
focus, since claims for these are widespread today. Knowing there
is never enough evidence to convince someone who doesn’t want to
believe something, but also the potential error of any human
author, it is humbly requested for this information to be subjected
openly and prayerfully to the light of God’s love and truth.

Scripture references:

Zech. 8:19 Thus saith the LORD of hosts; The
fast of the fourth [month], and the fast of the fifth, and the fast
of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of
Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the
truth and peace.

 



	
We are to love God and His truth, considering the
unimaginable love He has for us.





 


John 4:24 God is a Spirit :
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit
and in truth.

 



	
Worship of God not based on His Spirit and truth is
not worship of God at all.





 


John 14:15 If ye love me, keep my
commandments.

 



	
If we truly love God, we do what He instructs based
on His love for us, as a loving child to a perfectly loving parent.
When we say we love God but willfully ignore His love and truth, we
trust, honor, and love ourselves above God.





 


Acts 17:10-11 And the brethren immediately
sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming [thither]
went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so.

 


Jam 1:22-25 But be ye doers of the word, and
not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer
of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his
natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his
way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But
whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth
[therein], he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work,
this man shall be blessed in his deed.

 



	
The Bible is unique in that it demands action to
apprehend truth. If one understands spiritual truth, but does not
do it, the end result is deception.





 


I Cor. 13:1-2 Though I speak with the
tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become
[as] sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have [the
gift of] prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge;
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and
have not charity, I am nothing.

 



	
‘Sounding’ in this verse actually means a loud
roaring, like the ocean, and ‘tinkling’ in the Greek is really a
loud clanging. Truth without love is not only useless, but a
harmful, alienating irritant.





 


I Cor. 14:33 For God is not [the author] of
confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

 



	
Myriads of this world’s religions are in logical
conflict, so although each claims to possess truth, they cannot all
be of God. The increasingly popular ‘new age’ concept that all
earthly religions are of God defies all reason.





 


Eph. 4:14-15 That we [henceforth] be no more
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in all things, which is the head, [even]
Christ:

 



	
We are to communicate truth in God’s love, and
thereby edify all unto maturity in Christ.





 


II Thess. 2:10 And with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved.

 



	
If we hate and spurn truth instead of loving it we
deceive ourselves. If we persist in rejecting truth, we lose the
ability to recognize it, and seal our permanent destruction.





 


II Tim. 3:15-17 And that from a child thou
hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof [evidence], for correction [restoration], for
instruction [training] in righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect [complete], thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

 


James 3:1 My brethren, be not many masters,
knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.

 



	
Those eager to teach should pause and consider that
relatively few should teach spiritual ‘truth’, knowing they incur
great responsibility before God by leading or misleading others in
this most vital area.





 


I Pet. 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love
of the brethren, [see that ye] love one another with a pure heart
fervently:

 



	
Choosing to humble ourselves and submit to God’s
truth, by God’s Spirit, results in God’s pure love through us.





 


I John 3:18 My little children, let us not
love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

 



	
Love without truth has no foundation.





 


II John 1:1 The elder unto the elect lady
and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but
also all they that have known the truth;

 


II John 1:3 6 Grace be with you, mercy,
and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of the Father, in truth and love. I rejoiced greatly that I
found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a
commandment from the Father. And now I beseech thee, lady, not as
though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had
from the beginning, that we love one another. And this is love,
that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That,
as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

 


III John 1:1 The elder unto the wellbeloved
Gaius, whom I love in the truth.




	
God’s truth and love are married together in
Scripture, inseparable.





 


~~~~


 


 


What Happened at Babel?

 To fully appreciate miraculous abilities associated
with languages, we first need to understand their origins, at
Creation and their subsequent confusion at Babel. In the beginning,
God created man of one tongue and one speech, and this speech
continued for at least 1,750 years including the pre-flood
civilization period and 100 years after the worldwide flood. After
the flood, archeology seems to indicate that in general, the human
race recognized and worshiped the true God in peace for a number of
years.

Noah lived another 350 years after the
flood, and in addition to the Biblical account, has been further
confirmed to be the progenitor of many tribes of Europe via
discovery of his and his son Japheth’s name at the foundation of
independent ancestral records from each nation. Beginning while
Noah was evidently yet alive, history indicates that an intricate
deception and rebellion against the true God was contrived by Cush,
the grandson of Noah, and carried out by Cush’s son, Nimrod (which
means “Let us rebel”). History also reveals that Nimrod was
responsible for leading the building of the Tower of Babel, which
incited God’s judgment in confusing languages and scattering people
abroad upon the face of the earth. As a result of mankind’s pride
and rebellion against God at the Tower of Babel, He confused men’s
languages as a judgment and restraint upon them, and to greatly
delay another corruption of the entire world.

The rebellion at Babel consisted not only of
people’s refusal to scatter around the world, as God has
instructed, but also of their instituting a new world ‘religion’ in
the temple at the top of the Tower. Herodotus, the Greek historian,
visited Babylon around 460 B.C., and described the Tower as
consisting then of eight stages, totaling over 300 feet in height,
with a spiraling ascent on the outside. It had been restored at the
time under Nebuchadnezzar II, with the original structure
considered very ancient. Nebuchadnezzar described how "gold, silver
and precious stones from the mountain and from the sea were
liberally set into the foundations" and how to rebuild it he called
on "various peoples of the Empire, from north and south, from
mountains and the coasts" to help with the construction. According
to an inscription made by the king, the tower was constructed of
"baked brick enameled in brilliant blue." As with almost all such
structures, there was a shrine at the apex, dedicated to the
worship of the sun-god and the host of heaven.

The Tower had not been designed to “reach
unto heaven” in the physical sense, which would have been absurd,
as Nimrod and his colleagues well knew. In fact the word “reach” is
not in the Hebrew, so this phrase means that the Tower itself was
unto heaven, that is, to reach heaven spiritually, there worshiping
and communing with the “host of heaven”, and to “make us a name”
rather than honoring the name of the true Creator. Nimrod did
indeed make himself a name, as he established a military
dictatorship, then a priestly oligarchy (in which he was the chief
priest, of course), and was lastly apparently deified as the chief
god (“Merodach,” or “Marduk”) of Babylon. Nimrod and his wife
Semiramis also corrupted the original meaning of the Zodiac,
inserting themselves as gods into the extremely ancient
interpretations of the stellar heavens.

The host of heaven consisted of the sun-god,
the moon-god, and the ‘gods’ represented by the various planets, as
well as the other stars. They actually involved the great hosts of
rebel spirits that have fought against God and his saints through
all the ages. It is almost certainly here that the Sumerian priests
were instructed in the secrets of astrology and other occult
sciences, as well as the religion of evolutionary pantheism,
whereby the initiates soon changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshiped and served the objects of creation instead of their
Creator.

If Babel, in ancient Sumeria, was the
original mother of spiritual harlotry and idolatrous abominations,
then certainly Satan himself must be the father. The Bible declares
Satan to be the father of lies, that there is no truth in him, and
that he deceives the whole world. Indeed, a remarkable complex of
astrology, spiritism, mythology, polytheistic idolatry, and
evolutionary pantheism has been variously masked in
pseudo-scientific verbiage and humanistic speculation to suit every
taste. This worldview could never have been devised by men alone,
not even such powerful men as Nimrod and his followers. Somehow, in
connection with the building of that first pagan temple at the peak
of Babel’s Tower, Satan and his depraved angelic followers must
have communicated these occult revelations to Nimrod, setting the
first great post-Flood rebellion against God under way. The
supernatural hold that this system has maintained over multitudes
through the ages surely implies nothing less than a supernatural
origin.

The pagan religious systems of Hinduism,
Egypt, Greece, Phoenicia, and eventually Papal Rome were all
derived from the pagan Babylonian religious system, which is why
they worship similar ‘gods’ based on the objects of nature. When
multiple languages were created and the nations scattered from
Babel, people took Babylon’s idolatrous religious system with them
and evolved it into their own religious variant. Apparently there
were notable exceptions to this, such as the ancient Chinese (see
suggested reading on the Chinese character set), but after holding
on to belief in the true God for over a thousand years, they also
eventually fell prey to polytheistic, evolutionary paganism. This
is why the Bible refers to the final false world religious system
and city that represents it as “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”

As the willing human instrument of Satan,
Nimrod used a unified language to unite the world in rebellion
against God under the guise of pagan religion. That rebellion was
interrupted for a time by the Babel judgment, but continues today
worldwide, stronger than ever in history. From a practical
standpoint, the language barriers that were imposed at Babel are
today being broken down, largely through the increasing ease of
automated translation via computers. Once again, the world is
preparing to unite as one to rebel against its Creator, and another
false Messiah will soon appear to lead the way.

Just as all effects of sin and the curse
will one day be removed, so mankind will again be of a purified
language as each believer is fully transformed into the image of
Christ at death or the rapture (a one-time event where believers
who are alive at the time Jesus Christ next appears from Heaven are
instantly transformed and taken to be with Christ without
experiencing death).

Scripture references:

Gen. 7:19 And the waters prevailed
exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that [were]
under the whole heaven, were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the
waters prevail; and the mountains were covered. And all flesh died
that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of
beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth,
and every man: All in whose nostrils [was] the breath of life, of
all that [was] in the dry [land], died. And every living substance
was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and
cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and
they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained [alive],
and they that [were] with him in the ark. And the waters prevailed
upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.

 



	
Clearly, this was a worldwide flood.





 


Gen. 11:1-9 And the whole earth was of one
language, and of one speech. And it came to pass, as they journeyed
from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar; and
they dwelt there. And they said one to another, Go to, let us make
brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and
slime had they for mortar. And they said, Go to, let us build us a
city and a tower, whose top [may reach] unto heaven; and let us
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the
whole earth. And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower,
which the children of men builded. And the LORD said, Behold, the
people [is] one, and they have all one language; and this they
begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which
they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go down, and there confound
their language, that they may not understand one another's speech.
So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all
the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is the
name of it called Babel; because the LORD did there confound the
language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter
them abroad upon the face of all the earth.

 



	
My own translation of these verses in modern English
is “The earth of one language and one word journeyed eastward,
found a valley in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. Said man to
neighbor, Come, and they made white brick burned thoroughly. Brick
was for stone, and slime was used for mortar. They said, Come,
build a city and a tower whose top is unto heaven, to make a name,
lest we be scattered over the face of the earth. Jehovah came down
and saw the tower the sons of men were building. Jehovah said, The
people are one, and one language, so begin to do anything not
restrained from them, that they purpose to do. Come, descend to
mingle their language, so that man cannot understand his neighbor’s
language. So Jehovah scattered them from there over the face of the
earth, and they ceased to build the city. Its name is called Babel,
because Jehovah mingled the language of the earth: and so Jehovah
scattered them over the face of the earth.”





 



	
Apparently, God made the language of each family
unit the same, so that family members could still communicate.





 


Zeph. 3:8-13 Therefore wait ye upon me,
saith the LORD, until the day that I rise up to the prey: for my
determination [is] to gather the nations, that I may assemble the
kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, [even] all my fierce
anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my
jealousy. For then will I turn to the people a pure language, that
they may all call upon the name of the LORD, to serve him with one
consent. From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, [even]
the daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering. In that
day shalt thou not be ashamed for all thy doings, wherein thou hast
transgressed against me: for then I will take away out of the midst
of thee them that rejoice in thy pride, and thou shalt no more be
haughty because of my holy mountain. I will also leave in the midst
of thee an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the
name of the LORD. The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor
speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their
mouth: for they shall feed and lie down, and none shall make [them]
afraid.

 



	
Human language will one day be purified and again
free from corruption.





 


John 8:44 Ye are of [your] father the devil,
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in
him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a
liar, and the father of it.

 



	
The devil is the original source of all deception,
including the area of religion, and people who share his lustful,
destructive, and lying nature work in concert with him.





 


Rom. 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known
of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed [it] unto them. For
the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, [even]
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified [him] not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and
their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise,
they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God
into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave
them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to
dishonour their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

 



	
Long ago, all the world of men was well aware of the
existence of the one true God, but in pride men chose to make idols
out of God’s creation instead of glorifying and thanking the
Creator himself. Thus has the entire world deceived and corrupted
itself, and overflows with ever more conceit.





 


I Cor. 10:19-20 What say I then? that the
idol is any thing, or that which is offered in sacrifice to idols
is any thing? But I [say], that the things which the Gentiles
sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and I would
not that ye should have fellowship with devils.

 



	
Idols are just inanimate objects, but the false
religious belief systems behind them are led by quite ingenious
fallen angels (a.k.a. demons) in rebellion against the true
God.





 


I Cor. 15:51-53 Behold, I shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on immortality.

 



	
Not everyone will experience death. A specific
one-time event draws near when God will give His authentic children
their eternal, incorruptible bodies. God will instantly transform
all who are truly in Christ into their eternal state, whether they
currently live on earth or have already experienced physical
death.





 


I Thess. 4:13-5:11 But I would not have you
to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word
of the Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain unto the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one
another with these words. But of the times and the seasons,
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves
know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the
night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness,
that that day should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the
children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the
night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as [do] others;
but let us watch and be sober. For they that sleep sleep in the
night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let
us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation. For God
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord
Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with him. Wherefore comfort yourselves
together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

 



	
Whether dead or alive in the bodily sense, God has
not appointed believers to be present in the upcoming period of
wrath against the world’s long-term wickedness and rebellion. Those
who are alive at the time He begins this period will not remain on
earth, but will be instantly transformed and taken to be with Him
forever.





 


Rev. 7:9-14 After this I beheld, and, lo, a
great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their
hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God
which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all the
angels stood round about the throne, and [about] the elders and the
four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and
worshipped God, Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and
thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, [be] unto our God
for ever and ever. Amen. And one of the elders answered, saying
unto me, What are these which are arrayed in white robes? and
whence came they? And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he
said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.

 



	
John understood people in heaven who were of all
nations and languages, and they cried with one voice and
message.





 


Rev. 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out,
that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were
cast out with him.

 



	
The Devil (meaning ‘false accuser’ and ‘divider’),
also known as Satan (meaning ‘adversary’), is successful at
deceiving the entire world! This completely destroys popular
concepts such as “all religions are good”, or “all religions
worship the same God.” Truth is unique and increasingly rare in
this present world.





 


Rev. 17:5, 9, 18 And upon her forehead [was]
a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH … And here [is] the mind which hath
wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman
sitteth ... And the woman which thou sawest is that great city,
which reigneth over the kings of the earth.

 



	
The Catholic Encyclopedia states: "It is within the
city of Rome, called the city of seven hills, that the entire area
of Vatican State proper is now confined." Rome has been known as
the “city of seven hills” for over 2000 years, and this is how
readers from the early church understood the city identified by
this verse. From archaeology, researchers discovered that the city
of Rome began in 753 BC as a series of farmsteads on a group of
hills overlooking the Tiber River. There were seven hills and some
believe that the legendary “Romulus and Remus” from which Rome gets
its name, were not only very proud of finding this land with seven
hills, but, for the fact that there were seven ‘planets’ they
worshipped: the Sun, the Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and
Saturn. They named the hills, Palatine (central), Aventine
(Southwest), Capitoline (West), Quarinal (North), Viminal
(Northeast), Esquiline (East-Northeast) and Caelian (Southeast).
The end-times megasystem of politico-religious idolatry referred to
in this verse is clandestinely derived from the ancient Babylonian
religious system, and is headquartered in the city of Rome.
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Circumcision of the Heart

 Many Christians
associate miracles with a supernatural infusion of power from the
Holy Spirit in a form of ‘baptism’, so we will next look at baptism
and its association with salvation and miraculous spiritual
‘gifts’. Ever since the entrance of sin into the lives of our first
parents Adam and Eve, people may only be saved from their bondage
to corruption in this world and receive the gift of eternal life
through faith in God as our only Creator, Savior and Lord, and
revealed in this latter age as Jesus Christ. Religions of this
world appeal to man’s ego and spiritual pride by teaching followers
to trust their own tainted religious works for ‘salvation’, but the
true God uniquely teaches us to humble ourselves and trust solely
in Him and His pure work on our behalf. Belief in who God really is
and trust in Him is a willing act of the mind and heart, and never
dependent upon any external act or merit from us.

God does not want to add Himself on to our
corrupt human nature, but wants our old nature to die so He
can replace it with a new, pure and eternal one. To begin this
process, our hardened hearts must be circumcised and humbled before
the love and truth of God, and we must turn away from our old
self-centered life to new life in Him. Through faith in who He is
and His sacrifice on our behalf, as well as our sincere heart
repentance, He mercifully forgives us, graciously makes us a new
creation, and moreover gives us the unimaginable gift of eternal
life. We receive new spiritual life now so we can love God and be a
blessing to others in this present world, in response to His
infinite love for us. Even physical death is transformed from a
defeated and grievous end to a victorious and joyful new beginning,
as our mortal bodies will be exchanged with glorious eternal ones.
Only the Creator can do all this, as He alone is the source and
sustainer of all life and all goodness, and therefore only He could
pay the full penalty for our sin upon the cross as God in human
flesh. Moreover, He offers new life freely to everyone as evidenced
by His resurrection from the dead and ascension into Heaven. As
Christ said to the believing and repentant thief crucified next to
Him, and although no external act or baptism was performed, “Today
you will be with me in paradise.” In a similar vein, external
baptism is symbolic only, indicating death to the old life and
newness of life in God though Christ.

All believers in Jesus Christ are infilled
with the Holy Spirit when they first believe, and the unity of God
is so inscrutable that the Father and Son make their abode with us
as well. New believers become His temple so His light can shine out
through their lives in glory to God and edification of others. The
Scriptures teach that all the fullness of the Godhead bodily dwells
in Christ, that we are complete in Him, and that Christ’s divine
power has given us all things that pertain to life and godliness,
through knowledge of Him.

Scripture references:

Luke 23:39-43 And one of the malefactors
which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save
thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost
not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we
indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this
man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember
me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him,
Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in
paradise.

 



	
Jesus promised this man paradise based on genuine
heart repentance and faith, even though he performed no religious
works or ceremonies.





 


Rom. 2:28-29 For he is not a Jew, which is
one outwardly; neither [is that] circumcision, which is outward in
the flesh: But he [is] a Jew, which is one inwardly; and
circumcision [is that] of the heart, in the spirit, [and] not in
the letter; whose praise [is] not of men, but of God.

 



	
A humble and loving relationship with God in spirit
is most important, but a hollow display of external religiosity
that appeals to man’s pride is an abomination to God.





 


John 14:16-26 And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you
for ever; [Even] the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and
the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall
live also. At that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and
ye in me, and I in you. He that hath my commandments, and keepeth
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt
manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? Jesus answered
and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode
with him. He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the
word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's which sent me.
These things have I spoken unto you, being [yet] present with you.
But the Comforter, [which is] the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all
things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

 



	
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit all abide with
those who love God and keep his word!





 


John 6:28-29 Then said they unto him, What
shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered
and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him
whom he hath sent.

 



	
We can do no good works apart from God, only choose
to have faith in Him in Christ.





 


Rom. 5:8-10, 15-17 But God commended his
love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him. For if, when we were enemies, we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life … But not as the offence,
so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one [Adam,
see v.12] many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by
grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.
And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the
judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many
offences unto justification. For if by one man’s offence death
reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and
of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.

 


Rom 6:3-6 Know ye not, that so many of us as
were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also [in
the likeness] of [his] resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin.

 



	
Physical baptism is a symbol of spiritual and
physical death to our old nature that was in bondage to sin, and
newness of life in Christ.





 


I Cor. 3:16-17 Know ye not that ye are the
temple of God, and [that] the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any
man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple
of God is holy, which [temple] ye are.

 


I Cor. 6:19 What? know ye not that your body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost [which is] in you, which ye have of
God, and ye are not your own?

 



	
When we willingly become His, God’s Spirit comes to
indwell His new temple - our physical body!





 


I Cor. 15:49-58 And as we have borne the
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.
Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on
immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory. O death, where [is] thy sting? O grave,
where [is] thy victory? The sting of death [is] sin; and the
strength of sin [is] the law. But thanks [be] to God, which giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain
in the Lord.

 



	
Even the seeming defeat of physical death is
transformed into glorious eternal life and victory!





 


II Cor. 6:16 And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God;
as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my people.

 



	
Since our physical bodies are now God’s temple, we
are to use them to honor Him.





 


Eph. 2:18 For through him we both have
access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and
of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner
[stone]; In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

 



	
Individually as well as collectively, believers are
now the temple of God, and are to be filled with His Spirit. The
word for ‘temple’ is ‘naos’ in the Greek New Testament, and refers
to the sacred Holy Place and Holy of Holies in ancient and future
temples of God. In the past, God manifested his visible presence in
temples of stone made with men’s hands, but today the house of God
is people themselves. Despite the ritualism of most ‘religious’
leaders, today’s focus should not primarily be on church buildings
or temples of man’s workmanship, but on encouraging and edifying
other people in the faith.





 


Col. 2:2-3 That their hearts might be
comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the
full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the
mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; In whom are hid
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

 



	
All true wisdom and knowledge is from Christ. All
other earthly philosophies, religion and knowledge is but clever
deception.





 


Col. 2:8-10 Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men,
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete
in him, which is the head of all principality and power:

 



	
The words ‘fulness’ and ‘complete’ in these verses
mean ‘full to overflowing’, which means nothing more can be added.
The second term ‘complete’ is in the Greek perfect tense, which
means it was completed in the past, and therefore does not need to
be repeated. Believers are complete in Jesus Christ, in whom all
the fullness of the Godhead dwells, and nothing more can be or
needs to be added.





 


Col. 3:9b-10 … seeing that ye have put off
the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new [man], which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:

 



	
We become a new creation in Christ, and our mind
must then be renewed to be like our Creator.





 


Titus 3:3-7 For we ourselves also were
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, [and] hating one
another. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified
by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.

 



	
Though we were totally alienated from God
and each other by our own corrupt natures, God showered kindness,
love, mercy and grace on us overabundantly in Christ, and we were
given new and eternal life in His Spirit.





 


James 1:17-18 Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. Of
his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be
a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

 



	
All good is from God, and no evil is from God. Evil
originates only by completely independent will of angels and
men.





 


II Pet. 1:1-3 Simon Peter, a servant and an
apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious
faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour
Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the
knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, According as his divine
power hath given unto us all things that [pertain] unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to
glory and virtue:

 



	
It is only by the righteousness of our God and
Savior Jesus Christ that we are saved, not any of our own
righteousness, and all good things are from Him.





 


Rev. 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit
all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.

 



	
Jesus secured for us in eternity the inheritance of
all things, with our relationship to Him as an heir/mature son
(Greek huios)!





 


Rev. 22:5 And there shall be no night there;
and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God
giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

 



	
As adopted children and heirs of the King of Kings,
Jesus promised we would reign as royalty forever. 





~~~~


 


 



Symbols of a New
Beginning

The Jews were well
familiar with baptism, and required Gentile converts to their
religion to be baptized as a matter of course. The preaching and
baptism of John was to convict people of sin and symbolize people’s
willingness to repent, in anticipation of the imminent Savior in
human form. In this, John was “preparing the way of the Lord” so
that people would be ready when Jesus appeared to them. John was
the last and greatest of the Old Testament prophets, and the
Comforter (Holy Spirit) later promised and sent by Jesus was not
given until Pentecost. Although people in any age can give
themselves over to God at any time, John’s water baptism was not
accompanied by the Holy Spirit’s indwelling of people’s lives in
the same way as it would be for all who were adopted into God’s
family after Pentecost.

Right after Jesus told His apostles that all
power and authority was given to Him in heaven and in earth, He
directed His apostles to baptize others in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Therefore, this was not merely a series of
words to be repeated during baptism, but also to let the apostles
know they could rest in the power and providence of Jesus as they
went forth to obey His command. However, Scriptural examples make
no indication of a special elect of disciples who are authorized to
baptize, so any true disciple of Jesus Christ can baptize
others.

There is joy in heaven over one sinner that
truly repents, not someone who merely participates in a baptism
ritual. Paul the apostle received a private, unceremonial baptism
by Ananias, and in a similar manner Philip baptized a high official
of Ethiopia, so a simple water baptism among believers may be just
as appropriate in God’s view as a ceremony in a church building.
Although ceremony is not indicated in baptism, the Scriptures
consistently record the baptism of believers without delay after
salvation.

The act of baptism symbolizes regeneration
of peoples’ hearts, in death to their old self-centered lives and
birth to their new God-centered lives. “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy
Ghost.” In this (church) age, when we turn from our darkness to the
light of God in belief and repentance, we are spiritually born
again in newness of life in Christ, and the Holy Spirit (as well as
the Father and Son) make their abode with us as part of their new
temple, made not as a stone building as in the Old Testament but
now of living flesh.

Jesus’ own water baptism by John was
accompanied by the visible manifestation of the Holy Spirit coming
upon Him as well as the Father’s audible voice of love and approval
from Heaven. Jesus was always filled with the Holy Spirit and loved
and approved by the Father, of course, but this act was performed
as a visible and audible testimony to men. In a similar way, all
believers receive the Holy Spirit when they are regenerated, but
the Holy Spirit can work miracles through them if He chooses as a
witness to others of the genuineness of the gospel.

Baptism is good, but only if it represents a
genuine rebirth in our inner heart and lives. There is no command
in the Bible to ever repeat Christian baptism, and the nature of it
supposes that it should be performed only once. Unlike the repeated
rite of breaking bread to remind us of our Lord's sacrificial death
for us until He returns, baptism is directly associated with
salvation, of the one-time sufficiency of the death and
resurrection of Jesus unto everlasting life. Symbolizing the
necessity for Christ to die more than once is not only unnecessary
but a very serious issue, as revealed in Hebrews 6:4-6: "For it is
impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of
the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and
have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to
come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance;
seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put
him to an open shame."

Scripture references:

Mark 1:2-4 As it is written in the prophets,
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare
thy way before thee. The voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. John did
baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins.

 


Luke 3:1-6 Now in the fifteenth year of the
reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea,
and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip
tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias
the tetrarch of Abilene, Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests,
the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias in the
wilderness. And he came into all the country about Jordan,
preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins; As
it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet,
saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways [shall be] made
smooth; And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.

 


Luke 7:26-28 But what went ye out for to
see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet.
This is [he], of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger
before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. For I say
unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater
prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom
of God is greater than he.

 



	
Although we typically think of John the Baptist as a
New Testament figure, he was the last and greatest of the Old
Testament prophets, and he directly heralded the arrival of the
Messiah. His life and words convicted people of sin, and he
baptized to turn their hearts from following evil, so they would be
ready for new life through Jesus Christ.





 


Acts 19:4-5 Then said Paul, John verily
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people,
that they should believe on him which should come after him, that
is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard [this], they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus.

 



	
Those who were baptized with John’s baptism still
needed to be baptized directly unto the Lord Jesus Christ.





 


Mat. 28:18-19 And Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

 



	
Jesus commanded his apostles to go to all nations in
His power to both teach and baptize them in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost.





 


John 3:1-6 There was a man of the Pharisees,
named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews: The same came to Jesus by
night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher
come from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest,
except God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born
when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's
womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

 



	
A new spiritual rebirth is absolutely essential for
anyone to enter into God’s kingdom.





 


Acts 2:36-41 Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye
have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard [this],
they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the
rest of the apostles, Men [and] brethren, what shall we do? Then
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you,
and to your children, and to all that are afar off, [even] as many
as the Lord our God shall call. And with many other words did he
testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward
generation. Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added [unto them] about three thousand
souls.

 





	
Peter boldly told Israel that they crucified Jesus
their Lord and Messiah. Many were deeply convicted, repented, and
were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, so therefore received
the Holy Spirit at the same time.





 


1Cr 1:14-18 I thank God that I baptized none
of you, but Crispus and Gaius; Lest any should say that I had
baptized in mine own name. For Christ sent me not to baptize, but
to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of
Christ should be made of none effect. For the preaching of the
cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.

 



	
Paul was not focused on physical baptism, but on
preaching the gospel in the power of God, to His glory and for the
salvation of men through faith.





 


I Cor. 10:1-4 Moreover, brethren, I would
not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under
the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same
spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink: for
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock
was Christ.

 



	
Those of Israel were ‘baptized’ in Old Testament
times even before the giving of the ‘Mosaic’ Law, and Jesus Christ
edified them spiritually and physically.





 


Heb. 6:4-8 For [it is] impossible for those
who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good
word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall
fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify
to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put [him] to an open
shame. For the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft
upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom it is
dressed, receiveth blessing from God: But that which beareth thorns
and briers [is] rejected, and [is] nigh unto cursing; whose end
[is] to be burned.

 



	
Those who have genuinely experienced the Holy Spirit
and God’s word but fall away cannot be restored again. Since Christ
was crucified, died, and resurrected only once, likewise our
baptism to signify death to the old fleshly nature and new life in
Christ should be a one-time event.





 


I Pet. 3:20-21 Which sometime were
disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days
of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight
souls were saved by water. The like figure whereunto [even] baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

 



	
Baptism symbolizes believers being saved from the
judgment of evil by God, and having new spiritual life in Him. 





~~~~


 


 


Baptism of the Spirit

 The commonly
used phrases “baptism of the Spirit” and “baptism of the Holy
Ghost” do not appear in the Bible at all! This is because the Holy
Spirit does not do any baptizing, and rather it is Christ who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit. Therefore, these phrases should not
be used at all since they are inaccurate and very misleading. The
phrase “baptized in the Holy Ghost” does appear a number of
times, however, usually referring to Pentecost as a specific
foundational event, but also referring to all believers being
“baptized in the Spirit” into the body of Christ at the time of
salvation.

Baptism with the Spirit is recorded in the
book of Acts a number of times, and in each instance was
accompanied by miraculous abilities that included spontaneous
speaking in foreign languages, as well as prophecy. The apostles
had been foretold by Jesus that they and other believers would have
all the following supernatural abilities: casting out of demons,
speaking in previously unknown languages, ability to handle
serpents unharmed, invulnerability to all poison, and ability to
heal the sick completely by laying their hands on them. We see
examples of all these abilities on different occasions only in
Acts, but not the complete set of these abilities thereafter in
Scripture or later times including present day experience. It would
therefore seem these particular miraculous abilities were given as
a package to believers at the time to confirm and differentiate the
true gospel upon inception of this present age, and that these
specific abilities are no longer generally present in our day.

There is one baptism of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit commanded by Jesus Christ, so any miraculous abilities
given normally accompanied initial belief/repentance in Jesus
Christ. Although this was by far the norm, there is one example
given in Scripture where the Holy Spirit came upon those who were
already believers in Jesus Christ at a later time to provide
perceptible miraculous abilities (probably tongues, prophecy etc.).
This was presumably to show unequivocal acceptance of Samaritans
directly by the Jewish apostles into the church of God, given their
history of intense racial hatred. In another example, God baptizes
a group of Gentiles with the Holy Spirit directly without any human
intervention. Therefore, a believer does not require any separate
rite or ritual to be baptized by God with the Holy Spirit, although
disciples sometimes participated in this process.

No one in Scripture was ever told to pray or
ask for baptism with the Holy Spirit, but God alone chose to
provide this experience and accompanying miraculous abilities.
Today, we are baptized in the Holy Spirit into the one body of
believers at the time we are regenerated, and if we do not have the
Holy Spirit in us we are not God’s children at all. When Jesus
finally separates the wheat from the chaff in a future day,
believers are identified as those baptized by Him in the
fruit-bearing Spirit, while those without the Spirit are chaff to
be irrevocably burned, not truly knowing Christ in the
slightest.

Scripture references:

Mat. 3:10-12 And now also the axe is laid
unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. I indeed
baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me
is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and [with] fire: Whose fan [is] in
his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his
wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.

 



	
There are only two groups in view here, those
baptized with the Holy Spirit or with fire. Obviously, those to be
baptized by fire are unbelievers who don’t know God at all, so
those baptized with the Holy Spirit are equated with all
believers.





 


Mark 1:8 I indeed have baptized you with
water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.

 


Luke 3:16 John answered, saying unto [them]
all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I
cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:

 


John 1:29-33 The next day John seeth Jesus
coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said, After me
cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was before me.
And I knew him not: but that he should be made manifest to Israel,
therefore am I come baptizing with water. And John bare record,
saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it
abode upon him. And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize
with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the
Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.

 



	
Even the finest of men can only baptize symbolically
with water, but Jesus Christ baptizes with the Holy Spirit.





 


Mark 16:15-20 And he said unto them, Go ye
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall follow them
that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall
speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover. So then after the Lord
had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on
the right hand of God. And they went forth, and preached every
where, the Lord working with [them], and confirming the word with
signs following. Amen.

 



	
The apostles were to preach the gospel and baptize
those who believed. To confirm the apostles’ authority, they had
the miraculous abilities of casting out demons, speaking in foreign
languages with no previous knowledge of them, handling serpents
unharmed, drinking poison unharmed, and healing the sick
completely. All these special miraculous abilities were directly
transferred to others in the early church through the physical
presence of the apostles, as further testimony to the apostles’
unique office.





 


John 7:37-39 In the last day, that great
[day] of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me,
as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that
believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet
[given]; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

 



	
All those who genuinely believe on Christ receive
the Holy Spirit in their inmost being.





 


Acts 1:1-12 The former treatise have I made,
O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, Until
the day in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy
Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom he had chosen:
To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: And, being assembled
together with [them], commanded them that they should not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which,
[saith he], ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence. When they therefore were come together, they asked of him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to
Israel? And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times
or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. But ye
shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was
taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while
they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken
up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have
seen him go into heaven. Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the
mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's
journey.

 



	
As promised by the Father, Jesus told the apostles
they would be baptized in the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.





 


Acts 8:12-20 But when they believed Philip
preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Then Simon
himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with
Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs which were
done. Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and
John: Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they
might receive the Holy Ghost : (For as yet he was fallen upon none
of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
Then laid they [their] hands on them, and they received the Holy
Ghost. And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles'
hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, Saying, Give
me also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he may receive
the Holy Ghost. But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with
thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be
purchased with money.

 



	
There was intense racial hatred between the
Samaritans and Jews, so it was very important for the Jewish
apostles, the authoritative leaders in the church, to directly show
their full acceptance of the Samaritans by the laying on of hands
and visible manifestation of the Holy Spirit. This unequivocally
showed that the Samaritans were completely accepted by God in
Christ as full partners in the church.





 


Acts 10:44-48 While Peter yet spake these
words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And
they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as
came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out
the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues,
and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water,
that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy
Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the
name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

 



	
In this example, the Holy Spirit indwells Gentiles
without foreknowledge or physical touch of the apostles.





 


Acts 11:15-18 And as I began to speak, the
Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered
I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then
as God gave them the like gift as [he did] unto us, who believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? When
they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God,
saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life.

 



	
Acts 10:44-48, 11:1-16 (at the house of Cornelius, a
Gentile) shows how baptism in the Spirit with accompanying
miraculous signs of tongues and prophecy proved to Jews that
Gentiles were fully accepted unto salvation as well.





 


Acts 19:1-7 And it came to pass, that, while
Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts
came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples, He said unto them,
Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said
unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy
Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And
they said, Unto John's baptism. Then said Paul, John verily
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people,
that they should believe on him which should come after him, that
is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard [this], they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid [his] hands upon
them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and
prophesied. And all the men were about twelve.

 



	
v.2 literally says in Greek, “The Holy Spirit did
you receive, having believed?”, and is therefore more accurately
rendered “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” (the
King James Version has a subtle mistranslation). The verse shows
that Paul normally expected salvation and baptism in the Spirit to
occur at the same time.





 


Acts 26:20-21 But shewed first unto them of
Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of
Judaea, and [then] to the Gentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. For these causes the
Jews caught me in the temple, and went about to kill [me].

 



	
The message to all was simple: Repent and turn to
God, doing works worthy of repentance.





 


Acts 28:1-6 And when they were escaped, then
they knew that the island was called Melita. And the barbarous
people shewed us no little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and
received us every one, because of the present rain, and because of
the cold. And when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid
[them] on the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, and
fastened on his hand. And when the barbarians saw the [venomous]
beast hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this
man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, yet
vengeance suffereth not to live. And he shook off the beast into
the fire, and felt no harm. Howbeit they looked when he should have
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but after they had looked a
great while, and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds,
and said that he was a god.

 



	
How often do we see this miraculous ability
demonstrated today, which Jesus said would be given along with the
abilities of casting out of demons, speaking in previously unknown
languages, and ability to heal the sick completely by laying their
hands on them? If all apostolic miraculous abilities are for
today’s world, why do people who claim some of the other abilities
fail to manifest this one?





 


Rom. 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one
that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

 



	
The gospel of Christ was first given to the Jews
(e.g. all the apostles were Jews, and those at Pentecost were
Jews), and then to the Gentiles.





 


Rom. 8:9-14 But ye are not in the flesh, but
in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if
Christ [be] in you, the body [is] dead because of sin; but the
Spirit [is] life because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his
Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors,
not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the
flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the
deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

 



	
Those who do not have the Holy Spirit indwelling
them are not believers at all and in this state will die apart from
God. Only those who the Holy Spirit indwells are heirs of God, and
will be physically resurrected from the dead just as Jesus
Christ.





 


I Cor. 12:1-13 Now concerning spiritual
[gifts], brethren, I would not have you ignorant. Ye know that ye
were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were
led. Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by
the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and [that] no man can say
that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost. Now there are
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. And there are
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all
in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man
to profit withal. For to one is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To
another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing
by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another [divers]
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all
these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every
man severally as he will. For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body: so also [is] Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized
into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we be]
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

 



	
The word ‘gifts’ is not in the original text. The
Greek word is ‘charismata’, which literally means the result of
grace. We are to focus primarily on the Giver, not the gifts.





 



	
It is only in the Holy Spirit that the real
baptizing is done to make us a new creation in Christ Jesus at the
time of salvation. In v. 13, the word “by” in the King James
Version is the Greek word “en”, which is often translated “in” or
“with”, so this baptism “in one Spirit” is the same language used
in the book of Acts. The “baptism into one body” and “drinking into
one Spirit” occurs at the same time, because Paul refers to the
exact same group by using the word “all” in both clauses. This
verse confirms what was shown to be the norm in the book of Acts,
that “baptism in the Holy Spirit” occurs at the same time we are
made part of the one body at the time of salvation.





 


Eph. 2:13-18 But now in Christ Jesus ye who
sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he
is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition [between us]; Having abolished in his
flesh the enmity, [even] the law of commandments [contained] in
ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, [so]
making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body
by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: And came and
preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were
nigh. For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the
Father.

 



	
It is only through Jesus Christ that we have peace
and access unto the Father, by the Spirit.





 


Titus 3:3-7 For we ourselves also were
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, [and] hating one
another. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified
by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.

 



	
The Holy Spirit is given to us abundantly through
Jesus Christ as part of regeneration. 





~~~~


 


 


Guide through the Wilderness

 The Holy Spirit is
often focused on as the supernatural source of energy or power, and
especially miraculous power, so many religious groups focus on His
person. However, according to the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit does
not speak of or glorify Himself, but His ministry is instead to
glorify the Father and the Son. Therefore, when a church or
individual is focused primarily on the Holy Spirit, one can be sure
it is not the work of the Holy Spirit! Often, this reflects
misinterpreting emotions as the work of the Holy Spirit, and
placing these vigorous emotions in preeminence over the still,
small voice of the true Holy Spirit. In all Scriptural examples
where believers were baptized in the Holy Spirit, they spoke of the
work of the Father and the Son, never of their experience with the
Holy Spirit or any baptism.

The work of the Holy Spirit is not just
during baptism of all believers into the one church or in providing
miraculous abilities, but also includes conversion/regeneration,
reassurance of future blessings, sealing believers unto salvation,
transformation into the image of Christ, producing spiritual fruit,
filling of the Spirit, intercession and comfort during trials,
guidance in the Lord’s will, and compassion for the lost. The
overall role of the Holy Spirit for men may be most easily
understood by the account of Abraham and Isaac in the book of
Genesis, as a beautiful picture of the relationship among the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:

At the Lord’s command, Abraham leaves with
Isaac to sacrifice him, and accounted him dead even from the
beginning of his three day journey to Mount Moriah. Isaac, much
younger and although almost certainly physically able to overcome
Abraham, willingly submits to his father and allows himself to be
bound for the sacrifice. In a figure, after three days, Isaac is
raised from the dead, and the next account is of Abraham sending
his unnamed servant to select a bride for Isaac. This servant
(Eliezar) goes to the house of Rebekah, and after informing Rebekah
of the glory of Isaac, asks her to leave everything behind and
accompany him through the wilderness to Abraham’s house, where she
will marry Isaac. Rebekah leaves everything behind and goes with
the servant until she finally meets Isaac, and their marriage is
consummated.

In the same way, our grieving but infinitely
loving heavenly Father was willing to sacrifice his only-begotten
Son for the sins of the world. The Son is voluntarily sacrificed
and after three days is raised from the dead. The Father seeks a
bride for the Son, and sends the Holy Spirit to seek out the Church
as a bride for Christ. After hearing of the glory of its Savior,
the Church is asked to turn from the things of this world, be
betrothed to Christ, and by faith accompany the Holy Spirit through
the wilderness of this world until one day, the Church sees her
Savior face to face in the Father’s house, and there the marriage
of Christ and the Church is finally consummated.

The Holy Spirit is sent by the Father in
Christ’s name, which means in Christ’s power and authority. Just
like the Father, Christ also has authority to send the Holy Spirit,
since he said he would send the Holy Spirit to his disciples.
Although all are united as God, Jesus Christ is willingly
submissive to the Father, and the Holy Ghost is willingly
submissive to Christ as well as the Father.

The Holy Spirit can speak to us through our
conscience. For man, an undefiled and well-trained conscience is
the voice of the Holy Spirit, while knowledge is the voice of the
mind, and emotions are the voice of the body. As the Holy Spirit
should rule the mind/soul, which should rule the body, so should
conscience rule knowledge, which should rule emotions. Paul knew
certainly that he was speaking the truth in Christ because his
conscience confirmed it through the Holy Spirit.

Although believers are never asked in
Scripture to be baptized in the Spirit, all believers are directed
to be filled with the Spirit. However, one cannot be filled with
the Spirit unless they have already been baptized with the Spirit,
therefore all believers are baptized with the Spirit as part of the
process of salvation. The Spirit takes up residence inside us when
we are regenerated, and to be filled with the Spirit means the Holy
Spirit has complete control of our lives, with no provision for the
flesh. As this occurs and results in us praising and thanking God,
and humbling ourselves to each other, the Holy Spirit can fully use
us to manifest the glory of God. This blessing is recorded for
Jesus Christ, John the Baptist and his parents, the apostles and
other believers on multiple occasions, Stephen and other of the
first deacons, and Barnabas. It is specifically recorded that Paul
was filled with the Holy Ghost at the time of salvation. According
to the Scriptures, filling of the Spirit is not to be a one-time
event, but a frequent state of the believer.

Scripture references:

Gen. 22, 24 (account of Abraham, Isaac, and
Rebekah)

 


Prov. 3:5-7 Trust in the LORD with all thine
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. Be not wise in
thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.

 



	
If we want the Lord to direct us, we must trust Him
completely and acknowledge Him in all our ways. Furthermore, we
must completely humble ourselves before Him, as we have no true
understanding or wisdom in ourselves.





 


Prov. 18:1-2 Through desire a man, having
separated himself, seeketh [and] intermeddleth with all wisdom. A
fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may
discover itself.

 



	
The Lord says that one who is led by their emotions
is a fool. Rather, wisdom should govern emotion.





 


John 3:5-8 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I
say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and [of] the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every
one that is born of the Spirit.

 



	
All things of the natural world can only produce
things of the natural world. A supernatural, spiritual rebirth is
absolutely essential to enter God’s kingdom, and no amount of
‘religion’ will avail.





 


John 14:16-18 And I will pray the Father,
and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you
for ever; [Even] the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not
leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

 


John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth;
It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him
unto you.

 



	
Both the Father and the Son send the Holy
Spirit.





 


John 14:26 But the Comforter, [which is] the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you.

 



	
The Holy Spirit teaches us, and causes us to
remember God’s word.





 


John 16:13-15 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, [that] shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me:
for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew [it] unto you. All
things that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he
shall take of mine, and shall shew [it] unto you.

 



	
The Holy Spirit does not speak of or glorify
Himself, but receives the things of Jesus Christ (which are the
same things as the Father’s), reveals them to men, and thereby
brings glory to Jesus Christ as God.





 


John 20:21-22 Then said Jesus to them again,
Peace [be] unto you: as [my] Father hath sent me, even so send I
you. And when he had said this, he breathed on [them], and saith
unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:

 



	
In this case, Jesus directly imparts the Holy Spirit
to the apostles.





 


Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth.

 



	
The Holy Spirit is the only source of power to
testify of God through men, and without the Spirit all testimony is
lifeless and impotent.





 


Acts 16:6-10 Now when they had gone
throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of
the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, After they were come to
Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered
them not. And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. And a
vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of
Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and
help us. And after he had seen the vision, immediately we
endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord
had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.

 



	
If and only if we are walking with God, the Holy
Spirit will guide our lives. This may include the Spirit revealing
to us what to do or not do, as well as guiding our path without any
knowledge on our part.





 


Acts 21:10-11 And as we tarried [there] many
days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus.
And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his
own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall
the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and
shall deliver [him] into the hands of the Gentiles.

 



	
The Holy Spirit knows the future, and here revealed
it to Paul through Agabus.





 


Rom. 8:14-17 For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For ye have not received
the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that we may be also
glorified together.

 



	
Those adopted into God’s family by the Spirit and
led by Him are God’s children and heirs, and those not led by the
Spirit are not God’s children at all.





 


Rom. 8:26-27 Likewise the Spirit also
helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as
we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts
knoweth what [is] the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to [the will of] God.

 



	
The Holy Spirit prays for God’s children according
to God’s will.





 


Rom. 9:1 I say the truth in Christ, I lie
not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost,

 



	
The Holy Spirit can guide us through an enlightened
conscience.





 


I Cor. 2:4-5 And my speech and my preaching
[was] not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration
of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the
wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

 



	
God’s true witness through men is only via the Holy
Spirit, and not by conventional worldly philosophy and wisdom.





 


I Cor. 12:11 But all these worketh that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he
will.

 



	
The Holy Spirit gives differing spiritual
characteristics to believers according to His own choice.





 


I Cor. 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all
baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether
[we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one
Spirit.

 



	
All believers are baptized in the Holy Spirit into
the one body of Christ.





 


II Cor. 1:21-22 Now he which stablisheth us
with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, [is] God; Who hath also
sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.

 



	
The Holy Spirit is given as a down payment for a
believer’s inheritance in Christ, with assurance the remainder will
one day be paid in full.





 


II Cor. 3:18 But we all, with open face
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory, [even] as by the Spirit of the
Lord.

 



	
Through having the glory of Christ revealed to us,
the Holy Spirit transforms us into Christ’s image.





 


Gal. 5:16-25 [This] I say then, Walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the
flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:
and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do
the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are
not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which
are [these]; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife,
seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings,
and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told
[you] in time past, that they which do such things shall not
inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are
Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

 



	
If we walk in the Spirit we will exhibit God’s good
character, but when we resist the Spirit we display our depraved
human nature.





 


Eph. 1:13-14 In whom ye also [trusted],
after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with
that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of his glory.

 



	
The Holy Spirit is a down payment on the eternal
inheritance believers have in Christ, to God’s praise and
glory.





 


Eph. 4:17-18 This I say therefore, and
testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles
walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their
heart:

 



	
Those without the Spirit have their minds,
understanding, and hearts darkened, and are separated from life in
God through their ignorance.





 


Eph. 5:9 (For the fruit of the Spirit [is]
in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

 


Eph. 5:18-21 And be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for
all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ; Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of
God.

 



	
Filling of the Spirit is reflected in joy,
thankfulness to God, and humility to each other.





 


Titus 3:5-7 Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which he
shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life.

 



	
God saves us and makes us new creations in Christ
through the Holy Spirit.





 


I Pet. 1:2 Elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the
Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

 



	
The Holy Spirit sanctifies us unto salvation.





 


I Pet. 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love
of the brethren, [see that ye] love one another with a pure heart
fervently:

 



	
The only way we can obey the truth, purify our
souls, or genuinely love spiritual brethren is through the Holy
Spirit.





 


I John 3:24 And he that keepeth his
commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

 



	
The Holy Spirit in us enables us to obey God’s
commandments, and thereby to know we are in Christ.





 


I John 5:6-10 This is he that came by water
and blood, [even] Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and
blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the
Spirit is truth. For there are three that bear record in heaven,
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.
And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, and the
water, and the blood: and these three agree in one. If we receive
the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the
witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. He that
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not
the record that God gave of his Son.

 


--- Filling of the Spirit ---

 


Luke 1:13-15 But the angel said unto him,
Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife
Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.
And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his
birth. For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall
drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with
the Holy Ghost, even from his mother's womb.

 



	
John the Baptist was filled with the Holy Ghost from
before birth. This also reveals that people are fully human inside
the womb, before they are born.





 


Luke 1:41 And it came to pass, that, when
Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her
womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:

 


Luke 1:67 And his father Zacharias was
filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied, saying,

 


Luke 4:1 And Jesus being full of the Holy
Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness,

 


Acts 2:4 And they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.

 


Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy
Ghost, said unto them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of
Israel,

 


Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the
place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with
boldness.

 


Acts 6:3-5 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out
among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. But we will give
ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.
And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen,
a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a
proselyte of Antioch:

 



	
Obviously, these first deacons were full of the Holy
Spirit frequently as a way of life, not just as a one-time
experience.





 


Acts 7:55 But he, being full of the Holy
Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,

 


Acts 9:17 And Ananias went his way, and
entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother
Saul, the Lord, [even] Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as
thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight,
and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

 


Acts 11:24-25 For he was a good man, and
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto
the Lord. Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:

 


Acts 13:9 Then Saul, (who also [is called]
Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him,

 


Acts 13:52 And the disciples were filled
with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.

 



	
Filling of the Holy Spirit is not intended to be a
one-time experience.





 


Eph. 5:18-21 And be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for
all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ; Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of
God.

 



	
This means that all believers (see Eph. 1:1) are
commanded to be filled to overflowing with the Spirit often, since
the verb “be filled” is a present-tense imperative. 





~~~~


 


 


Establishment of Miraculous Tongues

 In general,
miraculous powers were displayed through men to authenticate the
true gospel, but for our example, the Scriptures also consistently
indicate a specific purpose for the ability of tongues. The miracle
of speaking in other languages without prior knowledge was
initially given to men at Pentecost as a sign to unbelievers and
especially Jewish unbelievers, that God now fully and equally
accepted Gentiles unto eternal life. Furthermore, this event along
with Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost was the inception of
publishing the gospel among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
This is integral with the birth of the New Testament church in the
day Pentecost was fulfilled, in which there were no longer only
Jews and Gentiles, but now also the “church of God”. Tongues were
divided at Babel as a result of united rebellion against God unto
chaos; in contrast, tongues were reunited in praise to God at
Pentecost in a marvelous display of order, and He would once again
directly reach out to all nations.

Much ado has been made about whether the
miraculous ability of tongues referred to in Acts is the same as
the ability of tongues mentioned in I Corinthians. It is
instructive to look at an approximate chronology of selected events
in Acts and Corinthians, in that the events recorded in I
Corinthians regarding tongues and other miraculous abilities
occurred a number of years after the tongues/prophecy events
recorded in Acts. Also, Luke was almost certainly well acquainted
with Paul’s epistles on the Corinthians when he wrote the book of
Acts, especially since he was a close traveling companion of Paul.
Yet, Luke makes no special distinction between tongues abilities
recorded in Acts vs. events Paul already wrote about in Corinth. In
fact, Luke uses the same Greek words as Paul to describe such
miraculous abilities, so Luke and Paul must be referring to the
same abilities.

 


Year (A.D.) -
Event

30- Descent of the Holy Spirit (Acts
2:1-13)

35- Philip at Samaria (Acts 8:4-13)

36- Conversion of Saul (Acts 9:1-9)

40- First Gentile converted (Acts
10:1-48)

47- Paul’s call to missionary work (Acts
13:1-3)

51-53- Paul’s
2nd missionary journey, including Corinth (Acts
15:39-18:22)

54-57- Paul’s
3rd missionary journey, including Corinth (Acts
18:23-21:17)

57- Paul writes I Corinthians in Ephesus (I
Corinthians)

58- Paul writes II Corinthians in Macedonia
(II Corinthians)

63- Luke writes Acts (Acts)

 


Johnson, B. W. "Chronology
of Acts and the Epistles," The People's
New Testament. 1891

 


According to Scriptural examples, what was
spoken in tongues were the “wonderful works of God”, meaning
magnificent works that glorified God. There were no interpreters
required at the Pentecost manifestation of tongues, because all
devout Jews from foreign lands heard and understood their own
dialect. Since there were approximately 120 disciples present, it
is quite plausible that normal foreign languages were distributed
to different disciples, and that these languages were heard by
those who had assembled in different ethnic groups. It would be
most natural for the multitude to assemble distinctly in this
manner, since each such group had traveled far from their own lands
of birth and dialects to be present for the feast of Pentecost and
would be lodging together. The fulfillment of Pentecost was
certainly spectacular, but there is nothing in the reaction of the
devout hearers present that indicates a chaotic or disorganized
event, any more than other direct manifestations of God recorded in
the Scriptures. If the tongues manifestation was a chaotic
experience, few would have understood anything, and God would not
have been glorified.

However, there were some native Jews present
who mocked anyway. They may not have understood any of these
foreign languages, saying the disciples were full of new wine.
Peter begins to address this skeptical group directly in their
common language (probably Syriac). He corrects them by saying what
they saw and heard was a fulfillment of prophecy from Joel, and
then boldly accuses this local group of having crucified and
murdered their Lord and Messiah. Since many are then convicted, he
tells them if they will turn to Jesus Christ they would receive the
Holy Spirit as they had just observed. As a result of this
testimony, several thousand responded unto salvation.

Unlike most of what is taught today,
Scriptural examples of those who received the tongues ability were
never instructed how to speak in tongues prior to the instant it
happened, or even of the existence of miraculous tongues! There was
no practicing with clicking noises or repetitive utterances or
unintelligible babbling involved, but the foreign languages were
spoken perfectly the first time, every time. There are examples of
the Holy Spirit’s impartation of prophecy and tongues given after
initial belief in Christ both before and after water baptism, and
these were sometimes accompanied by the apostles’ physical touch
and sometimes not. In all Scriptural examples of the Holy Spirit’s
initial coming upon unbelievers, the apostles called for them to be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ (never the Holy Spirit).

As is the case with supernatural healing,
God did not intend the ability of tongues to be universal or
formulaic, and in fact He seems to have made this obvious by the
many different methods he used. In contrast, man is obsessed with
transforming the miraculous works of God into a prescribed
religious ritual that is then instituted into a sect, whereas God
has clearly invested great effort to ensure we follow Him by simple
faith in His person (e.g. note the many creative ways Jesus healed
others). In this way, the flesh’s eternal obsession with religion
corrupts the unity of the Spirit and all genuine believers clearly
taught in the Holy Scriptures and thereby redirects the glory of
God to men. While some religious institutions are much more
enslaved to ritual than others, it is rare indeed or perhaps
nonexistent for this depersonalization of God to be absent from any
current ‘Christian’ sect.

Since all angels are “ministering spirits,
sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation,”
it would seem all of them must understand all human languages in
order to be effective. In the upcoming worldwide great tribulation
period, an angel glorifies the mighty and magnificent works of God
the Creator as the eternal gospel to all nations and languages of
an unbelieving world.

Scripture references:

Mat. 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come.

 


Mat. 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost:

 


Mark 13:10 And the gospel must first be
published among all nations.

 


Luke 24:46-49 And said unto them, Thus it is
written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day: And that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold, I
send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

 



	
For the good news to be proclaimed and taught to all
nations, it is necessary for it to be preached in all earthly
languages.





 


Acts 2:1-21 And when the day of Pentecost
was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men,
out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad,
the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that
every man heard them speak in his own language. And they were all
amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all
these which speak Galilaeans? And how hear we every man in our own
tongue, wherein we were born? Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites,
and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in
Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the
parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and
proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our
tongues the wonderful works of God. And they were all amazed, and
were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? Others
mocking said, These men are full of new wine. But Peter, standing
up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men
of Judaea, and all [ye] that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto
you, and hearken to my words: For these are not drunken, as ye
suppose, seeing it is [but] the third hour of the day. But this is
that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to
pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams: And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in
those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: And I will shew
wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and
fire, and vapour of smoke: The sun shall be turned into darkness,
and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the
Lord come: And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

 



	
The phrase “and when the day of Pentecost was fully
come” is literally rendered “In the day Pentecost was fulfilled.”
Pentecost was a unique one-time event, not an ongoing process.





 



	
This is a unique visual, audible, and oral
manifestation of the Holy Spirit to inaugurate the New Testament
church at Pentecost, and believers’ original use of the miraculous
gift of tongues. v.2, “cloven tongues,” and v.4, “speak with other
tongues,” use the Greek term “glossa”, meaning ‘tongue’, while v.
6, “every man heard them speak in his own language” and v.8, “ how
hear we every man in our own tongue?” use the Greek term
“dialektos,” meaning ‘dialect’. Since “dialektos” can only mean a
normal earthly foreign language and describes what was heard as a
result of the gift of tongues (“glossa”), this verse foundationally
defines the gift of tongues as resulting in earthly foreign
languages being heard, not any ‘angelic’ or other language
incomprehensible to man. Since every word of Scripture is literally
“God-breathed” (see II Tim. 3:16, John 10:35, Matt. 5:18, Rev.
22:18-19), the words of Scripture must be regarded with flawless
integrity, and therefore other New Testament uses of the term
‘glossa’ (tongues) must also mean earthly foreign languages.





 



	
Joel 2:1-27 is addressed to Israel, while Joel
2:28-32, which is quoted by Peter in Acts 2:17-21, emphasizes that
God would pour out his Spirit on all flesh (i.e. including the
Gentiles); Acts 2:14 shows that Peter was quoting Joel to show the
Jews that the tongues they heard demonstrated that even Jews from
other nations (that understood those national languages wherein
they were born) were now fully accepted. The gospel was first to
the Jews (of all nations represented at Pentecost), then later to
Gentiles starting at the house of Cornelius.





 


Acts 10:44-48 While Peter yet spake these
words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And
they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as
came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out
the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues,
and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid water,
that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy
Ghost as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the
name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.

 



	
Since these Gentiles had already received the Holy
Spirit in fullness as part of regeneration, Peter commands for them
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.





 


Acts 11:15-18 And as I began to speak, the
Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered
I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. Forasmuch then
as God gave them the like gift as [he did] unto us, who believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? When
they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God,
saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto
life.

 



	
Acts 10:46 uses the term ‘glossa’, meaning tongues,
but Peter in his recount of the 10:46 occasion in Acts 11:15, 17
says “the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning” and
“the like gift as he did unto us” referring to Acts 2. This again
confirms that the term ‘glossa’ must be understood in the same way
as Acts 2, meaning normal earthly languages.





 


Rom. 16:25-26 Now to him that is of power to
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept
secret since the world began, But now is made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the
everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of
faith:

 



	
The gospel was not fully revealed to the world in
past times, but was now to be made known to all nations.





 


I Cor. 10:32 Give none offence, neither to
the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:

 


Gal. 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female:
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

 


Col. 3:10-11 And have put on the new [man],
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created
him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond [nor] free: but Christ
[is] all, and in all.

 



	
In Christ, there is no division by national
identity, station in life, gender, or religious practice, but God
reaches out to all freely with the gospel.





 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/27498
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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