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Most of the Arabian Desert is uninhabited for a reason. It is super hot year round. During the winter, it gets cold at night, but average daily temperatures do not fluctuate much, and there is very little rainfall throughout the year in most of the region. Despite this, the men and women of Saudi Arabia have developed a way to live and adapt in this environment through millennia of ancestral traditions, which is now, currently, being modernized by revenues gained from oil extraction and exportation. Saudi Arabia is a new country, and one of the most incredible and dynamic countries I have ever lived in.
The people of Saudi Arabia are extremely kind, generous, and religious. Prayer and the Islamic calendar or Hijri guides all aspects of their living. Alcohol and cinema are not permitted, but the strangest part of living in Saudi Arabia for me was the separation of the sexes in all aspects of life in accordance with Islamic law or Sharia law. One’s experience in the country quickly becomes either extremely masculine or feminine depending on one’s gender. This is not a bad thing, but it is different. It is clearly done in accordance with an interpretation of the Quran to prevent sinning.
The Arabian Desert is quite harsh at many periods during the year. Not only is it extremely hot, but there are also frequent sand storms. Traditional clothing is worn by many local men and all women when in public, and after being on the ground for a short period of time one quickly realizes how the thobe and abaya developed over millennia to meet the needs of the nomadic tribes of the region. The clothing protects one against the elements by covering the entire body, it can cover individuals’ mouths and noses during sandstorms, and it is quite cool on even the hottest days of the year because of the material used and the design.
One truly realizes that life is governed by religious practices during the month of Ramadan because of the religious commitments undergone by all Muslims throughout the world during this period. This is particularly true of the Muslim men and women living in Saudi Arabia in one of the most environmentally challenging periods of the year because it has some of the world’s hottest temperatures. Ramadan does shift according to the Islamic calendar, but it will always remain a time of religious devotion and fasting for Muslims. Because of Ramadan and the heat, Saudi Arabia shifts to a night culture during many of the summer months. After living there, it makes sense, and one’s quality of life dramatically improves by staying indoors during the hottest daytime periods and venturing out after dusk.
Islam is a beautiful religion. It is different from other religious devotions around the world because it requires a great deal of perseverance and work by individuals, especially Sunni Muslims. I have found that if Muslims like you that they will invite you to the religion. It is clearly one of the most open and accepting religions, and there are no restrictions regarding who can partake. If one becomes a Sunni Muslim, they must be prepared to work about 2 hours a day in performing ablutions and prayer. It is the most monotheistic religion that I have encountered in my travels. Daily life in Saudi Arabia is governed by prayer times, it is easy to see how a Sunni Muslim could get easily frustrated in a non-Muslim culture in meeting the daily requirements for prayer after living in a Muslim country.
I did not truly understand what a Muslim and non-Muslim country meant prior to living in Saudi Arabia. A non-Muslim country could be a country guided by another religion or one operating under a secular government, and Muslim country combines religion and state. One commonality I have found in my travels throughout the Middle East is that people in general are more religious than other areas of the world. I think that part of this is the environment. It is hot and dry throughout the region nearly the entire year, and despite this there are many non-Islamic cultural practices performed, which has been part of the region for millennia and used prior to the Prophet Muhammad’s time in the seventh century in Mekkah and Medina. Many of these seems strange to our contemporary lifestyles, but it is important to remember that some of these practices were used by our ancestors just a couple of centuries ago. The best example of this would be the practice of incestuous prearranged marriages throughout the region. I do not have a problem with this as long as genetic testing is done of individuals prior to being wed to calculate potential genetic risks for their offspring.
In general, I feel fortunate to have lived and worked in Saudi Arabia for 2 years. It is not a perfect country, but perfect nations do not exist. My hope for the nation is that they use their oil wealth to better their country and humanity through education, diplomacy, and act as a leader of Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries within the region. I found citizens of the nation to be extremely loving toward Westerners, and despite some of my preconceived notions I had prior to my stay I found the people of the nation quite content and happy with their lifestyles and leadership. My fear for the future of Saudi Arabia is their overreliance on expatriate labor for jobs in all sectors within the country. Also, I think that the region’s dependence on the nation’s wealth to subsidize non-Saudi Arabian citizens is potentially very problematic for both Saudi Arabia and other Middle Eastern countries.
As I mentioned before, Islam requires a great deal of Muslims on a personal level, and one’s commitment to the religion becomes a way of life. My hope for the future is for non-Muslims to become increasingly aware of the importance of religion to those who practice Islam on a personal level. I do think that over commitment to anything can be psychologically stressful, and my hope for anyone who prays, regardless of religious affiliation, is that it brings his or her life peace and is not viewed as a frustrating obligation. For Muslims, who have not left Muslim countries or the Middle East, I hope that they realize that not all non-Muslims are bad people. In general, most countries are not as religious as those in the Middle East in my opinion. Although I am not Muslim and I am not a devoutly religious individual, I do think that I have a good heart, and I have a relationship with God. My hope for the future is that non-Muslims realize that there are many great Muslims throughout the world practicing Islam, and that Muslims realize that if an individual is not Muslim he or she still can be a good person and commit acts that better humanity. In men’s darkest moments, all they have is faith. This faith is God regardless of our religious affiliation or what it is called.
Chapter 1: Saudi Arabia
Saudi Arabia a young country with a dynamic history, and its geographic area extends across the majority of the northern and central Arabian Peninsula (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The Hejaz is in the west along the Red Sea, and it is the location of Mecca and Medina, which are the two holiest cities of Islam. The heartland of Saudi Arabia is an arid zone known and as the highlands or the Najd, and until recent history it was the country’s center of warring Bedouin tribes. The East lies along the Persian Gulf, and it is comprised of vast oil fields, which have been developed by the petroleum industry since the 1960s. The three core elements that have fueled Saudi Arabia’s growth and comprise a rich part of its history are its religion, tribalism, and oil wealth.
The Saud family was from Ad Dirayah in the center of Njad or an area close to the present-day capital city of Riyadh, and the consolidation of the country in the middle of the twentieth century resulted in giving the country its name and marks the beginning of the nation in taking on characteristics of modernity (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The success of the Saud family was a partially a result of Wahhabism, which is a strict manner of Islam embraced by family members and resulted in a national creed. Throughout Saudi Arabia’s history, the religious conservatism in its culture has been a source of competition between competing family groups in an attempt to gain increased resources and status.
The oil wealth coupled with a relatively small population has benefited many of the country’s citizens, and it has supported lavish lifestyles for many of the country’s leaders and individuals with elite statuses (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The royal family has been criticized for mishandling of the country’s wealth and its relationship with Western nations, but the country has seen enormous development in its infrastructure and rapid investment in its businesses since it was established. There was discontent over the United States troops being stationed in the country until 2005, especially during the period of the Persian Gulf War from 1990 to 1991.
Until the country was founded in the middle of the twentieth century, most citizens of Saudi Arabia embraced a traditional lifestyle that had not changed in thousands of years (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The pace of lifestyle has changed rapidly in the last 5 decades, and there is a constant flow of Islamic pilgrimages to Mekkah and Medina, which happens annually for pilgrimage or hajj and pilgrimage that can be taken throughout the year or umrah. This has provided the country with outside contact for over a thousand of year, but interaction with the outside world has expanded rapidly in the last 3 decades through innovations in transportation, technology, and organization. The development of the petroleum industry has resulted in many educational and social changes because of the introduction of millions of foreign workers, which has caused modern methods of production to be brought to the country and large numbers of the population to be placed in nontraditional jobs. Many Saudi Arabian students have studied abroad in the United States, which has resulted in the increased adoption of common forms of communication and transportation being adopted within the nation and replacing traditional practices.
In the past, Saudi Arabia was once a country comprised of small cities and town, but it has increasingly become more urban since the middle of the twentieth century, which has resulted in the development of centralized metropolises throughout the country, such as: Jeddah, Mekkah, Medina, Dammam, and Riyadh. Riyadh is a former oasis, and it has grown into modernized urban capital in the last 3 decades. The Bedouin or traditional nomads have settled throughout country into modernized cities, and those who maintain the traditional desert lifestyle are typically viewed with ambivalence by other Saudi Arabians. The Bedouin represent Saudi folk heroes idolized as desert warriors, and the Bedouin ethos will remain a bedrock of Saudi Arabian culture through its continual modernization, which has been compared to the Western cowboy in the United States.
Geography
Saudi Arabia’s geographic area occupies over 75% of the Arabian Peninsula (Saudi Arabia, 2013). It is bordered by Jordan, Iraq, and Kuwait to the North to the north and by Oman and Yemen to the south. Qatar and the United Arab Emirates border it to the east, and there are no countries that border it to the west. There are unresolved border disputes with Yemen, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates, which are still presently undefined and are issues of contention. The Arabian Peninsula is dominated by a plateau that rises abruptly from the Red Sea and dips gently toward the Persian Gulf, and the western highlands are 5,000 feet above sea level and decreases to around 2,500 feet above sea level as it gradually descends to the Najd plateau. Mount Sawda is considered the highest point in the country at 10,529 feet above sea level, and it is near Abha, which is southeastward of Medina and more than 10,000 feet above sea level. The most prominent features of the interior of the country are the Tuwayq Mountains, which rise to 3,500 feet above sea level to the southwest of Riyadh.
The interior of the Arabian Peninsula contains vast amounts of sand, and the Rub al-Khali or the Empty Quarter is the largest sand area in the world, which is in the southern Saudi Arabia (Saudi Arabia, 2013). It covers over 250,000 square miles, and it slopes from 2,600 feet above sea level at the Yemen’s border with Saudi Arabia to near sea level at the Persian Gulf. There are almost no active rivers in the country, but the country’s landscape is filled with dry river beds or wadis. The country’s largest dry river bed is the Wadi Al-Hamd, which extends from near Medina in northwest for100 miles toward the Red Sea.
Climate
Saudi Arabia has 3 climatic zones: the desert, the steppe, and a small area of humid and mild temperature conditions (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The desert climatic zone covers almost the entire country, the steppe climatic zone covers a small region along the western highlands, and a small area to the north of Yemen has humid and mild temperature conditions. Winter is cool from December to February, and snow may occur in the southern highlands. Summers are hot from June to August, and daytime temperatures exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit in nearly the entire country. In the hottest part of the desert, summer temperatures can get as high as 130 degrees Fahrenheit, and humidity remains low in almost the entire country with the exception of cities along the Red Sea or Persian Gulf in which it is high and oppressive throughout the year. Precipitation throughout most of the country is low with an average of about 3 inches of rainfall annually in most regions, and in the highlands of Asir the annual rain fall is highest and averages more than 19 inches per year. Precipitation in the Rub al-Khali is almost nonexistent, and it is frequent for a decade or more to pass without any rainfall at all.
Nature
The majority of Saudi Arabia’s vegetation is the same as is found in North Africa and the Indian desert region, and the plants are typically xerophytic, which means they require little water and are mostly small herbs and shrubs (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The date palm can be found throughout the country, and regions of southern Asir contain small areas of grass and trees. Typical animal life throughout the country includes wolves, hyenas, badgers, mongooses, porcupines, baboons, hedgehogs, hares, and jerboas. Prior to 1950, larger animals were found within the country, such as: gazelles, leopards, and mountain goats. These have been reduced to near extinction over the last 6 decades with increased urbanization, the introduction of motor vehicles, and unrestricted hunting practices. Falcons, eagles, hawks, vultures, ravens, flamingos, egrets, doves, quail, and grouse are found in the country. Falcons and other large predatory birds are typically caught and used for hunting by individuals. There are also several species of poisonous snakes and lizards found throughout the country, and a wide variety of marine life can be found in both the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. Camels, sheep, goats, salukis, donkeys, and chickens are common domesticated animals found throughout the country.
The People
The people of the tribes found in Saudi Arabia are considered Arabs, and they are considered descendants of the Arabian Peninsula’s original inhabitants (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Heterogeneity is evident among both the sedentary and nomadic populations in Saudi Arabia, and these variations have resulted because of a long history of regionalism, tribal autonomy, and outside influences. There has been a constant influx of individuals from sub-Saharan Africa along the Red Sea, and there is evidence of similar physical characteristics with other Middle Eastern countries from along the Persian Gulf. Religious pilgrimages have brought hundreds of thousands of people to Saudi Arabia annually from multiple ethnic groups, and about 50% of religious pilgrims travel from Arab countries and the other 50% come from African and other Asian countries. A small number of visitors have settled in the holy cities as a result of religious devotion or poverty, which resulted in them not being able return to their native countries. The last 6 decades have resulted in increased travel to and from the country, and since the beginning of the twenty-first century the number of foreign workers living in the country is estimated to comprise nearly 25% of the population. Foreign workers in the country from the past were typically Arab and from Yemen, Egypt, Palestine, Syria, and Iraq. Increasing numbers of non-Arab Muslims, however, have begun to be employed from Pakistan, and the country has begun to allow non-Muslims from Korea and the Philippines into the country to fulfill contracts for specific periods of time.
The Language
Arabic is the national language of Saudi Arabia, and it is a Semitic language, which originated in the Arabian Peninsula (Saudi Arabia, 2013). There are 3 main dialects spoken in the country, and although the variations are not always discernible they can be divided into the eastern, central, and western portions of the country. Modern Standard Arabic is derived from Classical Arabic or the language of the Quran, and there are various other dialects of Arabic are also spoken within the country by expatriate workers. Numerous other non-Arabic languages are spoken by foreign workers, such as: Persian, Urdu, Pashto, Tagalog, and Korean. English is widely spoken and understood by most of the population, and the majority of higher education within the country is delivered in English.
Saudi Arabia and Islam
Saudi Arabia is the birthplace of Islam, and most of the population are adherents of Sunni Islam (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The Wahhabi interpretation of Sunni Islam has been socially and politically popular in modern times, and Wahhabism is a strict interpretation of Hanbali school of Islamic jurisprudence. Wahhabism is named for Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab, and he was a religious scholar that formed an alliance with Ibn Saud, which led to the establishment of Saudi Arabia. The government within the country has relied on Sunni Islam to establish its political legitimacy through continuing its ties to Wahhabism and its status as the custodian of the Mekkah and Medina. Shiites, who follow the second branch of Islam, are a minority in the country, and they are typically found in the eastern portion of it in Al-Hasa and Al-Qatif. Most of the Shiites believe in the Twelve divinely ordained leaders or the Ithna Ashari, and there are a small number of those who follow the teachings of Ismail ibn Jafar from the eighth century or the Ismailis. The only non-Muslims and Christians in the country are foreign workers and businessmen. Non-Islamic religions are practiced in secrecy because public worship or display of other faiths is strictly prohibited. Muslim groups have been banned by the government, and the practice of mystical and perfect worship or Sufism and the celebration of the Prophet Muhammad’s birthday is not permitted.
Cities and Settlements
The traditional regions of Saudi Arabia are the Hejaz, Asir, Najd, and Al-Hasa (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The Hejaz is in the northwestern portion of the country, and it contains the two holy cities and primary ports in Jeddah. The Asir region are the highlands to the south of the Hejaz, and the central city within the region is Abha. The Najd region occupies the majority of the central portion of the country, and it contains Riyadh, which is the capital city of the nation. Al-Hasa is the eastern region, and it is on the Persian Gulf and contains the petroleum-producing areas. Presently, more than 80% of the country lives in urban areas, but the traditionally patterns of inhabitance within the region were based on nomadism. The majority of the other 20% of country’s residents live in government sponsored agricultural projects. Major population centers are in central Hejaz, Asir, in central Najd, and near the Persian Gulf. The cities within these regions are associated with their functions. Mecca and Medina are religious cities, Riyadh is dominated by government and politics, and Jeddah is commercial. Dharan is the administrative center of Saudi Aramco, and it is near the Persian Gulf. The points of export for the petrochemical industry are Al-Jubayl on the Persian Gulf and Yanbu on the Red Sea, which are the terminus points of the oil and gas pipelines.
The country’s government policy since the middle of the twentieth century has been to settle Bedouins, and it has been successful although sedentary Bedouins have remained strongly attached to their traditional tribal practices (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The influx of foreign workers as discussed previously has been extensive in the country’s history, and many of these individuals have become naturalized but most become long-term residents. The exact figure on the number of foreign workers within the country is unknown, but it is generally agreed upon by economists that there are millions of foreign workers in the country. Most of the citizens who have been naturalized or who have become long-term residents are males who have left their families in their native countries, which is most common for workers earning low wages and considered laborers.
Economy and Ancestry
Although many natives of Saudi Arabia travel abroad for education and holidays, there are very few Saudi Arabian citizens who settle abroad (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The national government has promoted large families and heavily invested in the country’s health care industry, and as a result the nation’s birthrates are above the world’s average and the national death rates are below it. The country’s population is currently growing at twice the world’s average, and over 65% of the nation’s population is under 30.
Saudi Arabia’s economy is driven by enormous revenues of oil exports, and the nation’s economy is considered to be very successful for a developing country over the last 3 decades (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The country’s government has an abundance of capital, and this has fueled the employment projects that have been underway to implement infrastructure throughout the nation’s cities since the end of the twentieth century. For most of this period, unemployment has been virtually non-existent, and large numbers of foreign workers have been brought into the country to perform highly technical tasks and to perform the most menial jobs. The nation’s gross domestic product per capita is among the highest of non-Western nations. The country’s long-range economic development has been implemented through a series of five-year plans, which began more than 5 decades ago. The five-year plans used during the 1970s established the country’s transport and communications facilities, and five-year plans over the last 2 decades have attempted to diversify the economy and increase domestic food production, improve education, and modernize health services throughout the nation. The nation experienced unemployment during the 1990s as the world’s oil prices became stagnant, and the country experienced some rates of unemployment and underemployment for the first time. Over the last decade, oil prices began to rise, and the most recent five-year plans focused on diversity the nation’s economy and decreasing its dependence on oil exports.
The natives of Saudi Arabia were simple nomads engaged in raising camels, sheep, and goats prior to it becoming a country (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Agricultural production was localized and subsistent, so recent development plans have made domestic food production a priority. The nation’s government has continued to offer generous subsidies to the agricultural sector, but agriculture still only contributes a fraction of the nation’s gross domestic product and employs a comparable number of workers, which has resulted in less than 2% of the land area being used for crops. Of the land cultivated, nearly 50% consists of rain-feed crops in Asir, 40% are tree crops in other regions, and the remaining 10% consists of irrigated areas in Riyadh. The country has become self-sufficient in the production of wheat, eggs, and milk, but it imports the bulk of food required by its residents. The major constraints on agriculture are the poor water supply and soil within the country, and agricultural expansion has been greatest in irrigated areas, which are supplied by water from dams constructed in the southwestern part of the nation. Subterranean aquifers have been discovered in central regions of the country and have contributed to some agricultural development, but these resources are difficult to renew.
The petroleum and related industries dominate Saudi Arabia’s economy, and it known to have nearly 20% of the world’s oil reserves, which ranks the nation first internationally. The oil within the nation is primarily distributed in the east, and the oil deposits extend southward from Iraq and through Kuwait to the Rub al-Khali.
Chapter 2: The Importance of Oil
The country’s economic situation was drastically changed by the discovery of oil, and Ibn Saud granted oil-prospecting concessions as early as 1923 to a British company (Saudi Arabia, 2013). This concession was not exploited, and oil refining did not begin in the country until 1945 because of World War II. The Ras Tanura oil refinery opened in 1945, and in the 1951 the Arabian American Oil Company or Aramco was formed to meet postwar demands. Aramco is responsible for initial oil discoveries in Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, and the discovery of the Al-Ghawar oil field in Dharan, Saudi Arabia is one of the largest oil fields in the world. In the middle of the twentieth century, Aramco built the Trans-Arabian Pipe Line, which carried oil from Saudi Arabia through Jordan and Syria to Lebanon, but they ceased use of it in the 1980s when the Petroline was completed. The Petroline was built to carry oil from Al-Jubayl on the Persian Gulf to the Yanbu on the Red Sea, which shortened the distance of exporting oil to Europe. During 1970s and 1980s, the country gradually acquired complete ownership of Aramco, and in 1988 the company was renamed Saudi Aramco.
Saudi Arabia is known to possess other mineral resources, so the government has adopted policies to explore and produce minerals to diversify the country’s economic base (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Deposits in the Precambrian shield in the western portion of the nation have been shown through reconnaissance mapping to have large amounts of numerous minerals, which include gold, silver, pyrite, platinum, and cadmium. Also, nonmetallic resources have been discovered as well. The country has a water shortage problem, which has resulted in the largest desalination program in the world to meet domestic and industrial needs. With the modernization of the country, it has relied increasingly on electricity, and the industry has grown rapidly since the 1970s. In 2000, electrical production within the nation was consolidated under a single corporation to develop a comprehensive national grid, which provides electricity throughout the country through natural gas and diesel fuel generators.
Since the 1970s, the manufacturing sector expanded widely when the Saudi Arabian government established Saudi Basic Industries Corporation or Sabic in an attempt to diversify its economy (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The initial goal of the corporation was to expand the manufacturing within its economy for products related to the petroleum industry, but it has expanded over the 5 decades to include the production of steel, fertilizers, metal products, truck assembly, plastics, and cement. The nation’s central money and banking authority is the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency, and it was established in 1952 to regulate banks and other financial institutions. The riyal is the national currency, and it is issued, regulated, and stabilized by SAMA. The organization is an Islamic institution, so it has nonprofit status. It acts as a banker for the government, and it manages the country’s foreign reserves and investments. SAMA cannot charge interest under Islamic law, but they are permitted to charge fees for lending and pay commissions for bank deposits.
Economic System
Saudi Arabia’s money supply and the tempo of business are dominated by the government’s economic activity, which has favored expansion of the private sector over the last decade (Saudi Arabia, 2013). There are many commercial banks operating within the country, and some of these are joint ventures between citizens of the country and foreign banks. Islamic banking regulations have not been enforced to stringently by the national government, and private banks have been permitted great flexibility and creativity in their interpretation of Islamic banking regulations. Many citizens and expatriates working within the country continue to rely on money changers for their convenience and the anonymity that they provide.
Saudi Arabia’s exports consist mainly of petroleum and petroleum products, and major imports consist of machinery, transportation equipment, food, animals, and chemicals (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The country’s principle trading partners are the United States, Japan, and China, and its principal sources of imports are the United States, Japan, Germany, the United Kingdom, and Taiwan. The service sector has grown dramatically within the country during the second half of the twentieth century with the influx of revenue gained from petroleum sales, and nearly 65% of the workers within the nation are engaged in service related occupations, which includes civil administration, defense, sales, tourism, and hospitality. The service sector of the economy currently accounts for 25% of the nation’s gross domestic product. The hospitality industry has been strongest in and around the holy cities of Mekkah and Medina from individuals on religious pilgrimages. In the 1960s, large numbers of expatriates began to arrive to work within the country, which resulted in the development of a number of service related facilities to meet their needs. In the late twentieth century, the national government constructed a number of coastal resorts and relaxed visa requirements in an attempt to attract tourism to the country, but tourism unassociated with religious pilgrimages is a small part of the nation’s gross domestic product.
Saudi Arabia has relied on a large number of foreign workers throughout its history, and the majority of these workers are unskilled or semiskilled laborers from other parts of the Middle East and Southeast Asia (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Americans have filled the most highly skilled positions within the country. At the height of the influx of foreign workers within the country, nearly 70% of the labor force was made up of foreign workers. Workers in the nation have few rights, and they are not permitted to organize or strike. Since the late twentieth century, the country has experienced rapid population growth, and in the 1990s the government began to encourage the policy of “Saudization” or the requirement of employers to hire fewer foreign workers. Young Saudis, however, have proved to be unwilling to enter into blue-collar jobs, which were traditionally filled by foreign laborers and did not require education. Female citizens have had limited opportunities to be employed outside the home, and the majority female foreign workers are employed as domestic servants. About 75% of the government’s revenue is gained through oil exportation, and the remaining revenues are gained from tariffs, licensing fees, and government investments. Foreign companies are required to pay taxes, but exemptions are granted often. Workers are not required to pay taxes, but all Muslims are required to pay an obligatory tax used to help society’s less fortunate or zakat.
Infrastructure
Saudi Arabia’s roads are paved, and the automobile is the most common form of transportation (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Taxis are found throughout the major cities and most towns through the country, and women are not permitted to drive. The first coast-to-coast highway was completed in 1967 from Al-Damman on the Persian Gulf to Jeddah on the Red Sea, which passes through the capital city of Riyadh. In 1986, a causeway was opened to connect Saudi Arabia to the island nation of Bahrain. Major cargo ports can be found in Al-Damman and Al-Jubayl on the Persian Gulf and in Jeddah and Yanbu on the Red Sea. Saudi Arabian Airlines is the national airlines and was founded in 1945, and it provides domestic and international services. The main airports within the country are in Dharan, Riyadh, and Jeddah.
Radio broadcasts began in Saudi Arabia in 1948, and the first television station was established in 1965 (Saudi Arabia, 2013). All broadcasts are operated and censored by the national government, and the programming is centered on religious, cultural, and news affairs. The government has invested significant resources in updating and expanding its telecommunications services, and Internet services are available in all of the country’s major population centers.
Government
Saudi Arabia is an absolute monarchy ruled by the Al-Saud family, and their status was established by their close ties and support of the Wahhabi religious establishment (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Islamic law or Shariah law is the primary source of legislation, but legislation is often mitigated by politics within the ruling family and intertribal politics within the country. The nation does not have a written Constitution, but in 1992 King Fahd ibn Abdal-Aziz Al-Saud issued the Basic Law of Government, which provides an outline for how the national government should be run and basic rights for the citizens of the country. The nation’s king is responsible for the legislative, executive, and judicial functions of the national government, and he resides over the Council of Ministers as the prime minister in which he can appoint or dismiss members of the council. The Council of Ministers is responsible for the executive and administrative matters in foreign and domestic policies, defense, finance, health, and education. In 1993, the Consultative Council was established, which is a quasi-legislative body that includes technical experts appointed by the king. Both the Council of Ministers and the Consultative Council have the power to draft legislation and promote it for approval by the king. All major policy decisions, however, are made primarily by a consensus among members of the royal family or descendants of Ibn Saud who hold sensitive government positions. Views of important religious scholars or ulama, tribal sheikhs, and heads of prominent commercial families are also considered.
Saudi Arabia is divided into 13 administrative regions, which are subdivided into numerous districts and controlled by a regional governor appointed by the royal family (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The regional governors preside over one or more municipal councils, and half of the council members are appointed and the other half are elected. Governors are responsible for finance, health, education, agriculture, and the cities within their regions, and they frequently consult local tribal leaders, sheiks, and ulama prior to making decisions that affect regions and the cities within them.
Islamic law or Shariah law is the basis of the justice system within Saudi Arabia, and judgment is usually administered according to the Quran or prophetic tradition of Islam, which is referred to as the Hanbali tradition (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The Hanbali tradition tends to form conservative laws with severe punishments administered for wrongdoing, which include amputation and execution for serious crimes. The Ministry of Justice was established in the country in 1970, and it is assisted by the Supreme Judicial Council, which consists of members of religious scholars or the ulama. Across the country, there are more than 300 Islamic courts or Shariah courts, and they have made rapid changes throughout the twentieth century and twenty-first century to make non-traditional decisions that accompany modern city life, such as: traffic violations and industrial accidents. These decisions are based on royal decrees, and a body of administrative law has formed within the nation, which is not directly drawn from Islamic law or Sharia law. Individuals can appeal, but the king or members of the royal family are both the final court of appeals and the dispenser of pardons.
Participation in politics is limited to a small portion of the population, and there are no elections for representatives of political parties because they are outlawed (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Women’s participation in the political process is limited, and in 2011 the government announced plans to permit women to vote and run for office in municipal elections in 2015. Political power within the country is held primarily by the royal family, and despite the country’s political and economic changes since the middle of the twentieth century the manner in which the royal family governs differs very little from the traditional system of tribal rule. Tribal identity within the regional and municipal levels remains strong, and it is considered a pillar of municipal control. Political influence is generally determined by one’s tribal affiliation, and sheikhs within tribes maintain a high degree of authority and have a considerable amount of influence over local and national events. Tribal hierarchy is complex, and as a result there are a few very influential tribes within the nation and many a number of less influential tribes. The Saud family is not considered a tribe, but it governs in a very similar manner to one. The family came to power through its religious affiliation, but its continued hegemony has been based on the traditional ties within Arabian society and a regional tribal style of leadership. The Saud family has ruled the country in a comparable manner to tribal sheikhs, and similar to a tribal council the king and other members of the royal family hear grievances and dispense justice based on the Quran or diwan.
Chapter 3: Royalty and Service
The Saudi Arabian system of succession to the throne is not strictly hereditary, but under the Basic Law of Government the king has to be a grandson of Ibn Saud (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Throughout the country’s history, an heir is traditionally chosen by a consensus of the royal family, but this changed in 1992 when the heir began to be chosen by the present king with a confirmation by the royal family upon the king’s passing. In 2006, the Allegiance Commission was formed to select the crown prince, and the royal family can depose of a king, which occurred with the deposition of King Saud in 1964.
Military service by citizens of Saudi Arabia is voluntary, and its Army accounts for about 60% of its military force (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The country’s Army experienced rapid modernization after the Arab-Israeli War of 1967, and the country’s Air Force was equipped with planes from England until the 1970s and by the United States since. Both the nation’s Army and Air Force are some of the best equipped military forces in the Middle East. Army officers are trained at the King Abdal Aziz Military Academy north of Riyadh, and the country’s major air bases are in Riyadh, Dhahran, Hafar al-Batin, Tabuk, and Khamiz Mushayt. Hafar al-Batin is near the borders of Iraq and Kuwait, Tabuk is northwest near Jordan, and Khamis Mushayt is in the southwest near Yemen. The defense minister, who is second deputy to the prime minister, directs all branches of the military, which includes the Army, Air Force, and Navy. The National Guard is an internal security force with roughly the same number of troops as the Army, and it supports the 3 military forces in national defense. Its primary task is to guard the nation’s oil fields, and it is administered separately from the country’s other forces by the crown prince. Expatriates are employed by the armed forces for support and training purposes. The internal security departments within the country are the Coast Guard, Frontier Force, and a centralized national police force, which all report to the Ministry of Interior. The police forces within the nation have been described as abusive with a significant number of human rights violations filed against them, specifically in their treatment of foreigners. The country also has a religious police force, which is known as the Mutawwaun and is attached to the Committee for the Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice. This police force enforces Islamic principles within society by making certain women are following dress codes, shops are closed during prayer time, and that fast is kept during Ramadan. They are permitted to administer corporal punishment for infractions, and it has become an accepted part of their duty.
Since the country was formed, there has been a lot of attention given to health care, and there has been an increase in the number of staff and facilities to accommodate them at health centers throughout the nation, specifically those serving 10,000 or more people (Saudi Arabia, 2013). There is also a system of mobile medical services to reach small communities and nomadic populations throughout the country. The government has also begun to train natives to replace foreign workers, and the outbreak of curable diseases throughout the country has been an area of medical concern in the past.
Housing and Education
As a result of the country’s geographic diversity, a wide variety of housing types have been embraced, which range from the conventional black tents of the Bedouin and mud-brick buildings found in agrarian villages to town houses found in urban centers (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The oil wealth has allowed the country’s government to invest heavily in infrastructure and housing construction, and it provides free loans to its citizens who wish to purchase or build homes. Homes in urban areas are equipped with technical conveniences, but towns and rural areas remain far and removed from the nation’s power and water networks. Education is free at all levels, and it has been given a high priority by the government. The school system consists of elementary or grades 1 through 6, intermediate or grades 7 through 9, and secondary or grades 10 through 12. A significant portion of the curricula at all levels is devoted to religious studies, and students at the secondary level can follow either a religious or technical track. All courses are segregated by gender, and girls can attend school. Fewer girls attend school than boys, and the disproportion in attendance is reflected in the country’s literacy rates, which is above 85% for males and is about 70% for females. Higher education has expanded to meet the country’s education needs as the population increases, and major institutions within the country are King Saud University in Riyadh, the Islamic University in Medina, and the King Abdal Aziz University in Jeddah. Other colleges and institutions throughout the nation emphasize curricula based on science and technology, military studies, religion, and medicine. Women are permitted to attend centers for higher education, and they are usually instructed in segregated institutions. There are many foreign teachers employed, especially at institutes for technical and medical sciences. Many students travel abroad for studies in higher education. The King Abdallah University of Science and Technology opened near Jeddah in 2009 to help improve the country’s status as a regional scientific hub and to help it compete in sciences on an international level. The campus has modern laboratories, virtual reality facilities, and one of the world’s most powerful supercomputers. The coed university has attempted to offer a liberal environment in comparison to the rest of society within the nation, and women were permitted to drive on campus and veil or unveil at their discretion.
Public and Social Life
The country’s cultural influences are Arab and Muslim, and there are many proscriptions on behavior and dress to preserve the country’s purist religious beliefs (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Alcohol is not permitted within the country, and theater or the public exhibition of films is prohibited. Educated people within the country are informed on issues affecting Arabs and international issues, but public expression regarding domestic issues is not encouraged. There are no organizations within the society that provide public forums for individuals. Pervading the traditional composition of nomads, villagers, and townspeople within society is the patrilineal kinship principle, which is superimposed on all administrative organizations overseen by the royal family. The extended family is a strong social unit, so the kinship principle is common throughout the nation. Villages typically contain members from more than one tribal affiliation, but one family group tends to be dominant within it. Cities are not tribally organized, but the importance of kinship endures so affairs are controlled by a few families.
Culture, Customs, and the Arts
Social stratification is clearly developed in cities in comparison to nomadic camps and villages, and since the effects of the oil wealth have been seen status is less a matter of lineage and occupation but of wealth (Saudi Arabia, 2013). New technology and industrial expansion has produced a middleclass, which has become increasingly aware of the widening gap between the royal family and the rest of the population. This has led to discontent among a significant portion of the population, and in some instances it has led to civil outbreaks of unrest. Most individuals within the nation dress in traditional fashion. For men, this consists of an ankle-length shirt or a thawb, a kaffiyeh or a traditional head cover, and an iqal or a camel’s hair cord to hold the head cover in place. The traditional dress for women consists of an ankle-length shirt or a thawb and a pair of loose fitting slacks or a sirwal. In public, women are required to be fully veiled. They are expected to wear a black veil to cover their heads or a hijab, a black veil to cover their faces or a niqab, and long black cloak to cover their entire bodies or abayah. Bedouin women often have ornate clothing, which has consisted traditionally of a collection of handcrafted silver jewelry. The cuisine in the nation is similar to that of surrounding Middle Eastern countries, and the culinary tastes have been heavily influenced by Turkish, Persian, and African cultures. Islamic dietary customs are closely observed, and pork and wine are not consumed and animals are slaughtered in a ritualistic fashion. The favorite traditional national is stuffed lamb or khuzi. Other popular dishes include a sandwich wrap with mutton or chicken or a shawarmah and a rice dish served with fish or shrimp called makhbus. Unleavened flat bread is served with almost every meal, and Turkish coffee served with dates is the traditional beverage.
There are only 2 publicly recognized religious holidays in accordance with the Wahhabi interpretation of Islam, which are Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The Prophet’s Birthday and the Ashura are important Shiite holidays, and there celebrations are tolerated only on a small scale at the local level but are nationally condemned. Observance of non-Islamic holidays is prohibited, and the only exception is National Day, which is a celebration of September twenty-third for the unification of the country.
Since the eighteenth century onward, the strict Wahhabi religious interpretation of Islam has prohibited artistic expression, and the religious outlook discouraged intellectual deviation from strict and purist philosophical positions (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The advent of the establishment of the petroleum industry within the country brought exposure to outside cultural influences, and local craftsman found themselves in competition with imported goods. Today, Western style houses, furniture, and clothes are normative within the nation. There are several types of native music, and music and dance have always been part of individuals’ lives within the nation. There are several types of native music, which is generally associated with poetry and sung in a collective manner. Native instruments include the three-string fiddle or the rababah, the drum or the tabl, and the tambourine or the tar. The most popular type of a dance is a martial line dance of men or ardah, who perform it armed with swords and rifles and dance to the beat of drums and tambourines. The 2 types of native Bedouin poetry are nabati and qasidah, and they differ because qasidah uses classical Arabic and nabati has a strong musical quality. Of the two types, nabati is the most popular because of the vernacular and its heightened rhythmic qualities. The visual arts are dominated by geometric and abstract designs, which often incorporate the use of sophisticated calligraphy. There is not a lot of diversity used in traditional architecture, and the wave of architectural change experienced within the country in the 1960s has become common stark linear motifs in offices and residential buildings. Traditional architecture is a feature of the airport terminals in Riyadh and Jeddah, which are a testament to the persistence and worth of traditional styles.
The King Faysal Foundation was established in 1976, and it supports literary, educational, and cultural programs (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The King Fahd National library was founded in 1968, and the National Museum was established in 1978. Both are located in Riyadh. The Society for Arts and Cultures was founded in 1972 to coordinate and support traditional Arabian art forms. The is an annual festival near Riyadh called the Jinadiriyyah Heritage and Cultural Festival, which brings together thousands of individuals to partake in traditional past times.
The people of Saudi Arabia value a number of traditional and modern pastimes (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Soccer or football is extremely popular, and many natives participate in scuba diving and boating. Camel racing is a traditional pastime, and it became extremely popular in the 1970s with the beginning of the annual King’s Camel Race, which began in 1974 and attracts riders from all over the region. Falconry is a traditional past time, and it is still practice but restrictions have been implemented because several species of falcon prey have become endangered. The national government of Saudi Arabia has encouraged sports and athletics through the construction of sports and recreation facilities, and the Saudi Arabian Olympic Committee was established in 1964. The country has sent athletes to the Summer Games since 1972, but it has not sent a team to the Winter Games yet.
There are several daily and weekly newspapers published by privately owned organizations in both Arabic and English, and editors typically practice self-censorship because criticism of the royal family is regulated (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The government subsidizes the publishing industry, and journalists have been dismissed for antigovernment or antireligious commentary in their articles. The government heavily subsidizes the publishing industry, including periodical and academic presses. Radio and television broadcasting is operated by the Ministry of Information.
Chapter 4: History of Saudi Arabia
The coastal areas of the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea that became Saudi Arabia participated in the broad trends that occurred throughout the Arabian Peninsula during the history of the Islamic period (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The rise of Islam began in western Arabia during the seventh century, and this resulted in the creation and expansion of various Islamic empires up until the tenth century. Following this, the region saw the establishment of separate and small Muslim states leading to the fifteenth century, and the Ottoman Empire took control of the Arab Middle East during the sixteenth century. Central Arabia was linked with western Arabia commercially and intellectually, but it was generally isolated from the political and military trends throughout history because of its remoteness and poverty. An alliance of Muslim Wahhabi religious reformers and the Saudi dynasty formed a new state and society in the eighteenth century, which resulted in the creation of the Saudi kingdoms throughout the modern of country of Saudi Arabia.
As the population of central Arabia grew, the religious scholars or the ulama residing in the region increased in number and sophistication throughout the sixteenth century to the beginning of the eighteenth century (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The founder of the Wahhabi movement is Muhammad ibn Abdal-Wahhab, and he was born in an oasis in central Arabia or Uyaynah in 1703 into a family of religious judges and scholars. As young scholar, he travelled throughout the Middle East, and upon his return to Uyaynah he began to preach his revolutionary ideas based on strict moral codes. His teachings were influenced by the Quranic or Hanbali scholar Ibn Taymiyyah from the fourteenth century, and his teachings called for a purification of Islam through the expulsion of practices that he saw as innovations, which included the speculative theology seen in Sufism and other popular religious practices. Uthman ibn Muammar was the ruler of Uyaynah, and he gladly welcomed the teachings of Abdal-Wahhab. Many tribal leaders throughout the region disdained the teaching of Abdal-Wahhab, but he found refuge in 1726 in the territory of Prince Muhammad ibn Saud. The alliance was established between the theologian and the prince when people began to flock to his teachings in 1745, and the prince’s tribe began to prosper because of its military success and expansion. Throughout the second half of the eighteenth century, enemies within the region became conquered by King Saud’s military forces, and the earliest wars brought Uyaynah and portions of Al-Hasa under Wahhabi control. Riyadh and the surrounding towns resisted King Saud’s forces for 27 years, but by prince Saud’s death in 1765 there were only a few areas within central and eastern Arabia that had not fallen under Wahhabi rule.
Prince Abdal-Aziz was King Saud’s son and successor, and he is considered responsible for the extension of the crown’s realm as commander and chief of the Wahhabi forces (Saudi Arabia, 2013). During the reign of King Abdal-Aziz, Abdal-Wahhab controlled civil administration of the country, and King Abdal-Aziz focused on the extension of his empire beyond his inherited limit. Abdal-Wahhab passed away at the age of 89 in 1792, and the Wahhabi attacks on settled areas began to attract the attention of the Ottoman Empire. The Wahhabi forces gained control over Qatar, and it gained local allies in Bahrain and parts of Oman in 1797. In 1798, Ottoman forces invaded Al-Hasa and attacked the Wahhabis, but they were forced to withdraw.
In 1801, the Wahhabis took control of the Shiite holy city of Karbala in Ottoman Iraq, and they plundered and damaged many important religious buildings (Saudi Arabia, 2013). In the following year, Abdal-Aziz’s son, Saud, led the Wahhabi forces to capture Mekkah, which was under Ottoman control. King Abdal-Aziz was assassinated following Prince Saud’s return from his expedition to Mekkah by a Shiite in a mosque because of the desecration of the holy city of Karbala. Conflict between the Ottomans and the Wahhabis increased following the assassination of King Abdal-Aziz, and in 1804 King Saud took control of Medina, which secured his control of Arabi down to Yemen and Oman. King Saud annually visited Mekkah to preside over the hajj pilgrimage as the imam of the Muslim congregation, but Muhammad Ali, the independent viceroy of Egypt, took control of Mekkah and Medina in 1812 after defeating King Saud’s forces. Qawasim dynasty in east Arabia formed an alliance with the Wahhabis in 1809, and Britain began to monitor and prohibit many of their maritime activities, which coupled with the Ottoman Empire’s control over west Arabia put the Wahhabis at a serious disadvantage. King Saud died in Al-Diriyyah in 1814, and his son Prince Abdallah ibn Saud became his successor. In 1815, the Egyptians captured the regions of Al-Rasin and Al-Qasim, and in 1816 King Ibrahim Pasha, one of Muhammad Ali’s sons, took control over central Arabia. King Ibrahim Pasha gained support of most of the tribes in the region through skillful diplomacy and gifts, and King Saud was sent to the Ottoman capital of Constantinople and beheaded in conjunction with other local Wahhabi leaders. The Saud family suffered heavy losses as a result of the fight with Ibrahim Pasha, and most of the Saud family and the descendants of Abdal-Wahhab were sent to detention in Egypt. With the exception of a few family members who escaped King Pasha’s forces, the Wahhabi Empire ceased to exist, but the Wahhabi faith continued to exist in the desert and towns of central Arabia in defiance of its new Egyptian rulers.
The dynasty was restored in 1824 when King Turki, the grandson of Muhammad ibn Saud, captured Riyadh and expelled Egyptian forces (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Riyadh remained the capital of the Saudi nation, and King Turki attempted to maintain an alliance with the Ottoman governors of Iraq through the acceptance of Ottoman sovereignty and with the British. By 1830, the Saudi nation had taken control of Al-Hasa and Hail, and the Saudi Army successfully overcame the town militias and nomadic tribes throughout central Arabia. In 1834, King Turki was murdered by his cousin, and his son, Prince Faysal, executed the cousin upon taking control of the Saudi state. King Faysal was taken into captivity in Egypt in 1818, but he escaped in 1828 and played a prominent rolel in establishing Wahhabi rule throughout the region with his father. King Faysal refused to pay tribute to Egyptian forces, and he was captured and returned to Cairo in 1837. Prince Khalid, who was the son of King Saud, was installed as the leader of Najd by the Egyptian forces upon recognizing Egyptian hegemony.
King Khalid’s subservience to the Egyptian and Ottoman forces was resented by his Wahhabi subjects, and they revolted under his cousin, Prince Abdullah ibn Thunayan, in 1841 (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Riyadh was captured, and the Egyptian forces were expelled. Khalid escaped to Jeddah and returned in 1841, and he went back to Riyadh and slayed King Thunayan in 1843. King Faysal ruled he Saudi nation unchallenged until his death in 1865, and the region only experienced occasional uprisings and friction with the townspeople in Al-Qassim during this period. The Hejaz remained under Ottoman control, but northern Arabia acknowledged the supremacy of Riyadh. King Faysal reestablished authority in Bahrain, Oman, and Yemen for a short time, but British intervention stopped the expansion of the Saudi nation throughout eastern Arabia. Administration of the Saudi nation under King Faysal involved only a few members of the royal family and descendants of Abdal-Wahhab, and justice throughout the region was enforced by appointed officials in Riyadh. During this period, tribes were required to pay taxes and the arts flourished. In 1865, King Faysal died, and his sons, Prince Abdallah and Prince Saud battled for succession to the throne. Prince Abdallah was successful in maintaining the throne for 6 years until his brother Prince Saud successfully led a rebellion in the Battle of Judah to take power. King Abdallah fled, and over the next 5 years the throne changed 7 times in favor of different members of the Saud family. King Abdallah appealed to the Ottoman governor in Baghdad, but the governor used the instance to occupy the province of Al-Hasa and took control of the region for the next 42 years.
Prince Saud died in 1875, and King Abdallah returned to the throne to find that he was powerless against the Rashidi emirs of Jabal Shammar (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The Rashidis had ruled from their capital city in Hail since 1836, and they had strong links to the Ottomans and had developed wealth from their caravan trade. King Muhammad ibn Abdallah al-Rashid ruled Hail from 1869 until 1897, and he intervened in the chaos of the Saudi state upon King Abdallah’s return to the throne. King Abdallah joined King Ibn Rashid in Hail, and the Rashidis appointed a governor in Riyadh in 1887. King Abdallah returned to Riyadh and was named the governor in 1889 under the Rashidis, but he passed the same year and his brother Prince Abdal-Rahman became the successor of the throne. King Abdal-Rahman attempted to regain control of the Saudi state in the Battle of the Al-Mulaydah against the Rashidis, but he was defeated and fled to Kuwait as a guest of its rulers.
The son of the exiled King Abdal-Rahman, Abdal-Aziz or Ibn Saud, gained knowledge of the world through his location in Kuwait, and in 1901 he left Kuwait with 40 followers and established control of Riyadh in 1902 by defeating the Rashidi governor with 15 men. The people hailed him as their ruler, and the following years resulted in a struggle for the Saudi state to expand and take control over the Arabian Peninsula once again. In 1904, King Ibn Saud and his forces defeated the combined forces of the Rashidis and the Ottomans, and Ibn Rashidi was killed in battle in 1906, which resulted in King Ibn Saud taking control over central Arabia in 1906 as Ottoman troops withdrew. King Ibn Saud continued to acknowledge the supremacy of the Ottoman Empire, and he hoped to balance power against it by establishing and cultivating contacts with the British. In 1912, King Ibn Saud established the first religious militia or Ikhwan, which was comprised of entirely Bedouin people, in an attempt to reorganize the Saudi state’s administration and military forces. The colony formed a military body dedicated to serving God and prince, and over the following decade nearly 100 colonies organized around tribal group identity were formed through the Saudi state, which resulted in the Saudi state developing a formidable military force.
King Ibn Saud’s first major conquest was the taking of the province of Al-Hasa in Njad from the Ottomans in 1913, but he was compelled to recognize their sovereignty over the territory again in 1914 (Saudi Arabia, 2013). During World War I, he was aided by the British, and in 1919 he and the Ikhwan defeated Husayn ibn Ali of the Hejaz. In 1920, King Ibn Saud’s son Prince Faysal took control of the province of Asir, and in 1921 King Ibn Saud’s forces defeated Muhammad ibn Talal, who was the last Rashidi emir, and took control of northern Arabia. The Saudi state’s forces established a blockade and conducted raids on Kuwait overpayment for customs duties. The British placed the sons of Husayn ibn Ali, Faysal and Abdullah, on the thrones of Iraq and Transjordan. Iraq, Transjordan, and the Hejaz were protected by the British, and incidents around the northern and western borders of the Wahhabi state along the border with the British in protected regions were frequent.
The British government invited all the rulers involved in these sporadic hostilities to attend a conference in Kuwait to settle their differences, and during this period the British ended all aid paid to both King Ibn Saud and Husayn ibn Ali (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The conference ended with disagreements by both parties, and in September of 1924 the Saudi state attacked the Hejaz. They captured Al-Taif and massacred the city’s male citizens. The Saudi state took control of Mekkah without opposition, and by 1925 both Medina and Jeddah came under the Saudi state’s control once again. King Ibn Saud adopted the title of sultan of Najd in 1921, and he was proclaimed king of the Hejaz in 1926 in the Great Mosque of Mekkah. In 1927, he changed his title from the sultan of Najd to the king of Najd, and during the same year the Treaty of Jeddah was negotiated between King Ibn Saud and Sir Gilbert Clayton, which resulted in Britain’s full recognition of Saudi’s independence.
King Saud’s association with Christian powers, and his compliance of British involvement in and protection over Iraq and Transjordan put him in an awkward position with the religious leaders in Najd (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The Ikhwan wanted to conquer both Iraq and Transjordan, so his association with the British also created tension among his military supporters. Incidents continued on the borders between the 3 nations, and King Saud had to suppress political and military opposition by the Ikhwan on several occasions. Faysal al-Dawish, Sultan ibn Bijad, and other leaders within the Ikhwan accused King Ibn Saud of betraying them and their cause in 1928 and 1929. They opposed the taxes levied on the followers of the Ikhwan, and they attempted to stop the centralization of the powers of King Ibn Saud in an attempt to maintain the purity of the Wahhabi practices within the region. The majority of the population supported King Ibn Saud, and with the help of the Najd uluma he defeated the rebellion of the members of the Ikhwan.
King Ibn Saud was ready to cooperate with all nations, and lift bans on practices that had taken place in areas of the Hejaz as a result of reactions to foreign contacts by the puritan regime (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The ban on music in the Saudi state was lifted and the use of the radio was allowed, which also was used as a tool to unite the country and increase its military efficiency. King Ibn Saud, however, rigorously opposed intervention by foreign governments on internal politics within the Saudi state, and King Ibn Saud’s advisors were members of the royal family, merchants from Najd and Hejaz, and foreign Muslims that came to the nation as political refugees.
The history of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia began officially on September 23, 1932 when the kingdoms of Najd and Hejaz became a state (Saudi Arabia, 2013). From the date of the country’s establishment, it enjoyed full international recognition as an independent state, but it did not join the League of Nations. In 1934, the nation went to war with Yemen over a boundary dispute, and an additional factor that led to war was Yemen’s support by an Asiri prince against King Ibn Saud. Saudi Arabia was victorious in its 7-week campaign against Yemen, and the conflict ended in the Treaty of Al-Taif in which the Saudi Arabia gained the disputed territory. Diplomatic relations were severed with Egypt in 1926 over an incident on a pilgrimage to Mekkah, and they were not renewed until after the death of King Fuad in 1936. Throughout the 1930s, establishing boundaries within the nation was difficult because sovereignty in tribal society was typically expressed in the form of suzerainty rather than fixed territorial zones. The northern borders of the country with Iraq, Kuwait, and Jordan were demarcated by 1930, but the southern borders of the nation with Yemen, Muscat, and Oman had not been agreed upon.
Saudi Arabia initially declared neutrality during World War II, but the United States and Britain began to subsidize the nation (Saudi Arabia, 2013). As a result, Saudi Arabia declared war on Germany in 1945, and it entered the United Nations as a founding member. King Saud also joined the Arab League, but he could not play a leading role in it because the religious conservatives within nation opposed cooperation with other Arab nations, which also included instances of shared views. Saudi Arabia contributed only a single battalion in the Arab-Israeli War 1948.
Saudi Arabia’s national revenues prior to World War II were derived primarily from religious pilgrimages, customs duties, and taxes because the oil industry was not developed and exploited prior to 1941 (Saudi Arabia, 2013). In 1944, large numbers of oil workers arrived in the country, and Aramco was established as a joint venture between many American oil companies and Saudi Arabia’s national government. Aramco could not supply itself with a supply of qualified and educated oil workers with sufficient skills for its projects, so oil production was primarily undertaken and controlled by foreigners. In 1949, Aramco paid more taxes to the United States government than it yielded in royalties from its oil production, which led to the Saudi Arabian government obtaining a new agreement in 1950 that required Aramco to pay an income tax of 50% of the net operating income to the national government. The wealth gained from oil production by the nation was a mixed blessing, and cultural life throughout the country flourished, especially in the Hejaz because it was the center for newspaper and radio journalism. The large influx of foreign workers led to increased xenophobia in a population, which had been traditionally distrustful of foreigners.
King Ibn Saud was succeeded by his eldest surviving son, Prince Saud, and his second son, Prince Faysal, became the next in line to the throne (Saudi Arabia, 2013). The two men had different mothers and were remarkably different, but Prince Saud had been declared the heir apparent since 1933 and had a great deal of support from the desert tribes throughout Saudi Arabia. Prince Faysal had support in the Hejaz because he had lived primarily in it when he was present in the nation, but he was appointed a foreign minister and was often abroad throughout his career in his service to the royal family. King Saud came to represent traditional national values, and Prince Faysal came to represent progressive values or an advocate of modernization to the people. As wealth continued to increase within the country, there was a large increase in the population, especially in Riyadh and Jeddah. The character of the largest and most modern cities within the country was changed because of a large influx of a number of middle-class individuals from neighboring countries. The more liberal lifestyles were tolerated by natives for immigrant wives to an extent, but liberalization was not extended to native individuals. Contemporary roads, schools, hospitals, apartment buildings, airports, and palaces replaced the old and traditional infrastructure throughout the nation.
Within the royal court, there was a consistent rivalry between King Saud and Prince Faysal, and in 1958 under pressure from the royal family Saud transferred all executive powers over the nation to Prince Faysal (Saudi Arabia, 2013). King Saud was deposed by a collective royal family decision in 1964, and Prince Faysal was proclaimed king. He enjoyed support of the National Guard, the other princes, and the religious scholars or ulama in his victory over King Saud. King Faysal was considered to be more competent than King Saud, and he developed ministries of government and established an efficient bureaucracy for the first time in the nation’s history.
Saudi Arabian military forces occupied Al-Buraymi in 1952 because the border between the nation and Oman had never been officially demarcated, and they believed there were oil deposits in the area (Saudi Arabia, 2013). Britain was not in favor of Saudi Arabia’s actions, and it supported and offered protection to both Oman and Abu Dhabi. Britain and Saudi Arabia agreed to submit the dispute to an arbitration tribunal in 1954, which convened in 1955 and were unsuccessful. British troops reoccupied the area in dispute, and during the Suez Crisis of 1956 Saudi Arabia ended relations with Britain, which were not renewed until 1963. In 1961, Iraq claimed sovereignty over Kuwait, which resulted in Saudi Arabia sending troops into Kuwait in response to a request from its ruler.
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