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This is a work of fiction. Names, characters,
places and incidents either are the product of the author’s
imagination or are used fictitiously, and any resemblance to actual
persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely
coincidental.

 


Let me begin by saying that
all the lines used in the following plays are for the most part
verbatim Shakespeare, with a twist here or there. Most of the line
is in there, but some were just too long or too confusing for
youngsters, so they've been shortened to facilitate use. Some parts
are intentionally left out. The main gist of the play is in there,
the most important part. Kids love to use these words, it makes
them feel important. I would like to believe that Willie would not
be upset.

 


These plays are designed to
have a group of children perform them. They take approximately
sixty to eighty minutes each play, with a fifteen-minute
intermission thrown in. You can however make them shorter or longer
if you prefer to. Don't forget about the curtains, stagehands, set
designers and a stage manager. These parts are very important in a
production of any kind. Some parts can be deleted or added. It's
your performance, tailor it to your specific needs. Not everyone
wants to be the center of attraction. (Wink,wink.)

 


I have performed these plays
many times, with very diverse groups of children. Each time it was
most enjoyable. I have included some stage directions also, please
feel free to do whatever you want with them, use them or not. Use
your imagination wildly, because the children will definitely use
theirs.

 


And…….action!!!
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Romeo and Juliet


 


Enter Narrator

 


NARRATOR.
The time is the 15th century. The place is Verona,
Italy. The Montagues and the Capulets, two noble families, have
long disturbed the city's peace, with their senseless
feud.

At their home, the Capulets
are preparing for a masked ball to celebrate the forthcoming
marriage of fourteen-year old Juliet Capulet to Count Paris. Romeo
Montague, crashes the Capulet party with his friend Mercutio. When
Romeo sees Juliet there, he falls desperately in love. Juliet
returns his feelings, and the two speak of love in the famous
balcony scene. Although their parents do not know that they have
even met, they plan to marry.

Friar Lawrence performs the
ceremony secretly. After the wedding Juliet returns home. The friar
hopes the marriage will end the feud.

Meanwhile, Tybalt, Juliet's
cousin provokes Mercutio and has a quarrel with him and kills him.
Romeo rushes to defend his friend and kills Tybalt. The Prince of
Verona banishes Romeo in punishment for his crime.

The next morning Juliet's
father insists she marry Paris. Juliet begs Friar Lawrence for
help. He gives her a potion that masks death. Later she awakens in
the Capulet burial vault.

Romeo fails to receive
Friars letters telling him of the plan. Thinking Juliet is really
dead, he buys a vial of poison and goes to the Capulet tomb. There
he drinks the poison and dies.

Waking from her coma,
Juliet sees Romeo dead, and snatching the dagger from his belt, she
kills herself. Their deaths bring the Capulets and the Montagues to
their senses. Grief stricken they finally make peace.

 


You can either put this in
the program, or have the Narrator read it. Then you can have them
change position to start the play.

 


(Beginning of play.)

 


Enter Narrator

 


NARRATOR. Two households, both alike
in dignity, In the fair Verona, where we lay our scene, From
ancient grudge break to new mutiny, Where civil blood makes civil
hands unclean. From forth the fatal loins of these two foes A pair
of star-crossed lovers take their life. Whose misadventures piteous
overthrows Doth with their death bury their parents strife. The
fearful passage of their death-marked love, And the continuance of
their parents rage, Which, but their children's end, naught could
remove, Is now the two hours traffic of our stage: The which if you
with patient ears attend, What here shall miss, our toil shall
strive to mend.

 


Exit Narrator

 


 


Act One

Scene One

Verona, a public
place



Enter Romeo and
Benvolio

 


BENVOLIO. Good Morrow,
cousin.

 


ROMEO. Is the day so young?

 


BENVOLIO. But new struck
nine.

 


ROMEO. Ay me, sad hours seem long. Was that my father that went
hence so fast.

 


BENVOLIO. It was. What lengthens
Romeo's hours?

 


ROMEO. Not having that which, having, makes them short.

 


BENVOLIO. In love?

 


ROMEO. Out.

 


BENVOLIO. Of love?

 


ROMEO. Out of her favor where I am in love.

 


BENVOLIO. Alas that love so gentle in
his view Should be so tyrannous and rough in proof.

 


ROMEO. Alas that love, whose view is muffled still, should without
eyes see pathways to his will! Where shall we dine? O me! This love
feel I that feel no love in this. Dost thou not laugh?

 


BENVOLIO. No coz, I rather
weep.

 


ROMEO. Good heart at what?

 


BENVOLIO. At thy good heart's
oppression.

 


ROMEO. Why such is love's transgression. Love is a smoke made with
the fume of sighs. A madness most discreet, A choking gall, and a
preserving sweet. Farewell, my coz.

 


BENVOLIO. Soft, I will go along; And
if you leave me so, you do me wrong?

 


ROMEO. Tut, I have lost myself. I am not here. This is not Romeo.
He's some other where.

 


BENVOLIO. Tell me in sadness who is
that you love?

 


ROMEO. What, shall I groan and tell thee?

 


BENVOLIO. Groan? Why no, but sadly
tell me who.

 


ROMEO. In sadness, cousin, I do love a woman.

 


BENVOLIO. A right fair mark, fair
coz, is soonest hit. Be ruled by me. Forget to think of
her.

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/293661
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!

cover.jpg





