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Chapter 1: Introduction

During my days in the high school (secondary school), I was
very good in the sciences and mathematics. Therefore, it was
logical for me to have a burning desire to go for a science or
mathematics - related course in the higher institution. After my
high school education and while waiting for the various examination
results I had written, an older friend tried to lure me into
tutorial centre teaching which I rejected with all the strength in
me. To me, at that stage of my life, I never wanted to have
anything to do with the teaching profession. Subsequently, I went
into the higher institution to study Mechanical Engineering.
It was during the compulsory National Youth
Service programme in my country (fresh graduates in my country are
mandated by the constitution to undergo twelve months of service to
the country before they are eligible to work for any organisation
in the country) where I was posted to a high school to teach that I
discovered the teaching talent that God has deposited into
me.

Two and
half years after youth service and after searching endlessly for a
mechanical engineering job, I finally secured a major teaching job
with a school. This was where this teaching “seed” in me found
expression and I even enrolled to study a post-graduate diploma in
education to brush up my teaching knowledge and skills.

The Special Assignment

Some years after taking up this teaching job, the Lord began
to open my eyes to problem areas in the education industry and
leading me to provide solutions to them. This development led to
the compilation of the following materials to address some problem
areas in the industry: Silly Mistakes in
Mathematics (a paperback published book). Money Making Secrets in The Education Industry (a paperback
published book). Mathematics Therapy – How
parent can Guide their Children at Home in mathematics (an
ebook). 20 ways to Parent Your Child in the
Boarding School (an ebook). 15 ways to
Avoid Cultism Traps in the university (an ebook).
How Schools Can Make More Money In the School
Business (a paperback published book).

However, the strongest inspiration I have received from the
Holy Spirit of God on solutions to problem areas in the
education industry has to do with teachers and
their effectiveness in the teaching and learning process.
The Spirit of God has made me to understand the
relevance of the teacher duty in our fast morally – derailing
society. He made me to understand how the teacher duty is embedded
in almost every facet of our existence and not just the school
setting alone. For example, parents should be good teachers to
their children at home. A pastor should be a good teacher to his
congregation. An author should be a good teacher to the readers of
his or her books. A leader of an organisation or department should
be a good teacher to his or her followers and so on.
I was made to understand that most school teachers
and others who are involved in various teaching roles in our
society have not really done well because they have not recognised
and understood the delicate and important nature of their duties to
the “health” of our society. It is not
uncommon to see school teachers not giving adequate attention to
their preparations before they enter their classes to teach. It is
very common these days to see teachers, especially in my part of
the world, shamefully writing external examinations for their
students. Some male teachers do not understand why they don't have
to go into any illicit relationship with their female
students. Likewise, some parents have also
been bad teachers in one way or the other
to their children. I believe any parent who goes into any “special
arrangement” with a teacher to write an external examination for
his or her child should cover his or her face in shame! My dear
parent, if you do this, it shows you have failed woefully over that
child since the day you brought him or her to this world. You have
also succeeded in destroying something important in the future of
your child and that of the society!

Authors are not left out of this. Some authors have written
books that have taken the readers 360 degrees back in the good
moral direction. In the same vein, most leaders of churches or any
religious organisation who have set up platforms to teach deceits
and lies should know that they are examples of bad teachers that
have deleted good values from our society on a consistent
basis! “Then He said to them, 'Why do you
sleep? Rise and pray, lest you enter into temptation' ” (Luke
22:46). One of the major tools in the hands
of Jesus to achieve His purpose on this earth was the act of
teaching. He taught the disciples until He went to the cross. Even
when He was troubled in the Garden of Gethsemane, He was still
teaching the disciples to “rise and pray...” (Luke
22:46).

The Spirit of God inspired me with series of revelations from
the Bible on this topic and we have packaged this as an academic
programme called Teaching Strategy Educational Systems (TSES). The TSES programme was born to
inspire teachers at all levels and in all categories back to
“righteousness”.

My Dear Reader

In whichever teaching capacity you find yourself, you should
understand that whatever you pass across to your students today as
information will either make or mar the future of our society.
Therefore every teacher must be sure of the quality of his or her
information before they are delivered to the students!
Dear school teacher, stop giving half-baked
textbook information to your students, you should cultivate the
habit of preparing very well for your classes – you are a role
model to these students. If you allow your “dirty” attitude to
corrupt your students, you have just shown to God that He should
hold you responsible for whatever negative attitude these students
put up in the future! This book (and the
TSES programme) has been prepared not to compete with the various
professional books or materials on teacher education but to present
God's views on the teaching profession as revealed from His word as
we have it in the Bible. Please enjoy this
book and most importantly put the contents to use. Let us read from
you. I want to give the Holy Spirit all the
glory for this book. Sesan
Oguntade.







Chapter 2: Making Versus Teaching

I want you to read the following practical, everyday scenes in
our school system with all attention: Note:
The teachers used in these descriptions below are imaginary
characters. 1)Teacher A and Teacher B got
engrossed in a “careless immoral discussion” in the staff room in
the presence of a student. 2)Mrs Kenneth
got involved with Mr David (a married man and a fellow teacher in a
high school) in an extra- marital affair. Mrs Kenneth does not see
anything bad in sending love greeting cards or notes through a
student to Mr David. 3)Mr Johnson is a
physics teacher in a Nigerian high school and when the Senior
Secondary Certificate Examination (SSCE) examination approaches, he
announced, to a group of students in the school, an “external
arrangement” where any student who pay the required “examination
fees” would be “assisted” during the examination.
4)Mr Kolawole is an English teacher in a school
and has vowed to have sexual relationships with every female
student in the final class of the school. 5)Miss Angela dresses carelessly to school and to her
classes. 6)Mr Stone is a further
mathematics teacher but has formed and enjoyed the habit of not
preparing adequately for his classes. He goes into his classes
half-prepared and gets the students confused. 7)Mr. Kehinde always hand over examination materials to his
favourite students before the examination date. 8)Please read Mrs. Simeon's comments when she tried to correct
a misbehaving student: “I know you are a dull child and I am sure
you will never change. I am tired and sick of your
misbehaviours”. 9)Please read Mr. Daniels'
reaction to a student with a heavy heart who approached him for
help at the closing time: The Student: 'Sir, I have been hurting
for some days now about happenings in my home; I need your advice
on the issue'. Mr Daniel: (already picking up his bag to go home):
'Oh, kemi you know it is closing time, I am already set for home,
see me later for the discussion'.

I have listed practical happenings in the school system that
show how teachers handle very important teaching duties or comport
themselves. Those teachers described in the cases above, have not seen themselves as MAKERS of destinies.
They still live in the world where teachers are merely called
Teachers of destinies! The making of a
student goes beyond how good a teacher can teach his or her
subjects in the classroom; it is a lot more of careful relationship
with the students they teach.

I want you to look at how Jesus handled His most “troublesome
student” during His ministry on this earth. “But He turned and said to Peter, 'Get behind me satan! You
are an offence to me, for you are not mindful of the things of God,
but the things of men' ” (Matthew 16:23) Peter became stubborn and was disturbing the flow of
happenings around Jesus' purpose. Jesus, naturally did not like
this but was careful in His response to Peters' stubbornness. Jesus
did not respond to “kill” the person of Peter, He responded as a
Maker of destiny. He was concerned about Peter's future. He rebuked
him but addressed the main problem behind Peter's action!
Makers of destinies are more concerned about a
student's future than his or her present misbehaviours. They are
always ready to find out the reason(s) behind a student's actions.
This type of attitude will always help them to make useful comments
about a student or guide them in their relationship with the
student.

He Fed 5000 People

“But
Jesus said to them, 'They do not need to go away. You give them
something to eat” (Matthew 14:16)

Another popular event that describes Jesus as a Maker of
Destiny was the feeding of 5000 people in the wilderness. These
crowd had followed Jesus and were ready to go hungry to listen to
Him. However, Jesus knew He had to feed them so that they can
continue to enjoy His teachings. He was concerned about their well-
being as much as he was concerned about the lessons He wanted to
impart unto them. Mr Daniel, under case 9 above, was less bothered
about his student's feelings. He was not ready to sacrifice his
early arrival at home for the happiness of his dear student – he is
not a maker of destiny! I will forever
continue to remember my primary six teacher, Mrs. Farinre because
she did not just taught me, she made me! She placed me in a
leadership position in the class and gave me tasks to do. She would
not entertain any excuse from me on why I would not complete any of
the tasks. She imparted morals unto us (her pupils) with her words
and lifestyles. She disciplined us when it was necessary and
encouraged us when it was necessary. She was indeed a role model to
us! Likewise, I will always remember my
primary four teacher (name withheld) who went in the opposite
direction to Mrs Farinre's path. His actions and misbehaviours are
still fresh in my memory today. I thank God that myself and some of
my fellow pupils then did not embrace his immoral and
unprofessional actions! The teacher who is
a maker of destinies is a role model to his or her students and
even his or her colleagues at work. He or she does everything to
put colour into the future of his or her students. To these groups
of makers of destinies, the teaching profession is not just another
profession, it is a profession God is interested in and as a result
they must be extra careful in their dealings. They know that it is
a profession that can add colour to our society.

It is
high time our teachers, school authorities and every individual who
is involved in one teaching capacity or the other began to see
themselves as makers and not just teachers of destinies.

Holy Spirit is a Teacher and Maker

Earlier, I was able to establish that Jesus did a great job of
making Peter and His other disciples during His ministry. He knew
He had to hand over the disciples (and us) to another Teacher and
Maker – The Holy Spirit after He must have departed. I want you to
read the following Bible passages: “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage
that I go away; if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to
you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you” ( John
16:7). “However,
when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all
truth...” (John 16:13).
“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, He will teach you all things; and bring to
your remembrance all things that I said to you” (John
14:26). From the
statements of Jesus above about the Person and the duty of the Holy
Spirit, we can see that the Holy Spirit, though, is coming to teach
us all things, is also coming to do more – bring all things to our
remembrance about Jesus' commandments. He will also comfort us,
convict us of sin, guide us into all truth and show us things to
come. All these duties of the Holy Spirit show that He is not just
coming as a teacher but as a Maker of destinies. These duties place
lots of responsibilities on His Person. Your teacher duty in
school, at home or anywhere places lots of responsibilities on you.
You are more than what you think you are to the students, the
school, the society and our future. The
Holy Spirit of God turned very ordinary, timid and fear – stricken
individuals into highly motivated and fearless evangelists as we
see in the book of Acts in the Bible. The Spirit of God has not
stopped performing this task and He will continue to do so until
Jesus comes back for us (the elects).

If you have contacts with a set of students continually for a
period of one year and there is no visible transformation in the
lives of these students, then you have not done a good job. Your
students should be able to pay a visit to the head of the
school for you to be retained as either their
subject or class teacher. One of the moments that I have enjoyed
most in my teaching career has been when the students would clamour
strongly for me to remain in their class after spending 40 minutes
to teach my subject. I have loved the shout of, “Sir, can you stay
a little longer, the next teacher is yet to come around”.
This book and the TSES programme have been
prepared to inspire you to become a Maker of destinies and not just
a teacher of destinies.
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