Senior Dating: Who Pays For The Date?
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Prologue
In the old days, when singles dated, the man always paid for the date. But, that was 30-to-50 years ago. Isn’t that the way it still is? No, it is not, and men and women differ greatly on the answer to that question.
One of the issues older singles struggle with is who pays for the date? Careful! This is a hot, controversial topic between men and women.
The primary focus of this e-book is on which person pays for the first date (usually the date involves two people who’ve never met before), the first few dates, and the dates once the relationship is established (assuming the relationship gets that far).
Later, we’ll elaborate on how established couples—those who’ve dated for at least two months, and perhaps as long as years—decide who pays for dates.
And finally, at the end of the book, Tom will present “Tom’s Who Pays Policy That Everyone Can Live With.” (We hope they can live with)
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Chapter One
Paying for the first date and the first few dates
Who should pay? The man? Always? Sometimes? The woman? Sometimes? Never? Let’s shed light on the issue by hearing how several woman and several men feel about the topic. To get us started, here are three stories that illustrate why we need a policy on who pays for the first date.
Story #1Nicki and Buddy
I quoted a single woman named Nicki, mid-30s, in one of my newspaper columns. She said something about wanting to meet a nice, considerate single man right here in Orange County, California, where I live and write newspaper columns.
Buddy, a single male, 48, about 15 years older than Nicki, read her comment and asked me to ask her if he could contact her. He was looking for a younger woman. Author’s comment: Older men dating younger women is another controversial topic. So much so that I’ve written an e-book on that subject as well. By wanting to go out with a woman approximately two-thirds his age, Buddy was venturing into territory he wasn’t prepared for.
I know both Buddy and Nicki, and thought they might make a nice match. They exchanged e-mails and agreed to a date.
Here’s where it got a little more complicated. Since they were meeting in her neck of the woods, 15 miles from where he lived, he asked her to select the restaurant where they would meet. This was Buddy’s first mistake, he was no longer in control of where he’d be spending his money on a woman he’d never met.
Nicki selected an upscale restaurant on Pacific Coast Highway in Dana Point, California, a beach city in Orange County, half way between Los Angeles and San Diego. I was aware of them getting together and thought of them twice that night, hoping they were having a nice time.
Early the next morning, the e-mails started flying my way. Buddy wrote, “Nicki has expensive tastes! I would have preferred a coffee shop, but what could I do after I was at the expensive restaurant?”
Buddy was just warming up: “I wish women would share paying the check if they want to partake in expensive places. I spent $29 on drinks and a tip for something that would have cost $6 at a coffee shop. Women should offer to pay without being asked. I feel like such a sucker when I always have to pay. Although I enjoyed her company, the date wasn’t worth $29!” said Buddy.
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