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Chapter 1: Introduction

The Book of Enoch contains accounts of
the Watchers, a class of angel, who came to earth, taught humans
weapons, spell potions, root cuttings, astrology, and astronomy,
and alchemies. The Watchers also slept with human women and
produced the Nephilim. For this, they were punished by being bound
and cast into the gloom of Tartarus. This is also mentioned in the
New Testament.

The Book of Enoch is usually called 1
Enoch, to distinguish it from the later The Secrets of
Enoch, also known as 2 Enoch. 1 Enoch is also called the
Ethiopic Enoch, and 2 Enoch is also known as Slavonic
Enoch, after the languages of the earliest versions extant of
each respectively. No manuscript of the original language of either
has as yet been discovered.

The authorship is contentious, but there is
general agreement that several authors contributed to what we now
call the Book of Enoch. Enoch was the son of Jared, great
grandfather of Noah, and father of Methuselah, not to be confused
with the Enoch who was the eldest son of Cain. (1)

The Book of Enoch was left out of the
Canon, but a lengthy passage from the Book of Enoch is
quoted by Jude. This cast doubts upon Jude’s inclusion in the New
Testament canon. Tertullian considered that the Book of
Enoch should be included in the canon. The third century Bible
translator Jerome stated, “Jude, James’ brother, left a short
letter which is considered among the seven broad letters, and
because in it he quotes from the apocryphal book of Enoch it is
rejected by many. Nonetheless by age and use it has gained
authority and is considered among the Holy Scriptures.”
(2)

Many ancient sources referred to the Book
of Enoch, but it was not until 1773 that James Bruce discovered
three copies in Ethiopia.

 


 



Chapter 2: The Book of Enoch

The Book of the Watchers

 


1:1-9.

The word of the blessing of Enoch, how he
blessed the chosen ones and the just, who were to live in the time
of trouble, rejecting all the wicked who would be removed.

Enoch was a just person, whose eyes were
opened by God, and saw a sacred vision in the heavens and told
about it. The angels showed me this. I heard everything from them,
and understood what I saw. It will not take place in this
generation, but in a generation which will come at a future
point.

 


Angels.

Angels were
actually “messengers.” “Angel” is transliteration of the Greek
word, and not a translation. To “transliterate” (noun,
“transliteration”) means to put the Greek letters into English
letters. “Angels” is the transliteration but the meaning is
“messengers.” The Hebrew word for “angel” actually means one
dispatched as a deputy. The word occurs for an ordinary messenger
as well as a supernatural messenger.
(3)

I spoke, and conversed with him about the
chosen ones. The sacred mighty one will leave his dwelling. The
eternal God will tread on the earth, on Mount Sinai. He will appear
with his hosts, and appear with his powerful strength from heaven.
Everyone will be afraid, and the Watchers (4) will be
terrified. Great fear and trembling will grip them, as far
as to the ends of the earth. The high mountains will be shaken, and
the high hills brought low, melting like wax in the flame. The
earth will be ripped open, and everything in it will perish, and
there will be judgment on all. But he will give peace to the
just. He will safeguard the chosen and show them compassion. Then
they will all belong to God and they will be prosperous and
blessed. His light will appear to them. The Lord comes with tens of
thousands of his devoted people, to carry out judgments on
everyone, to cross-examine every soul among them who has committed
sacrilege, about their sacrilegious acts, and about all the harsh
things that sacrilegious wrongdoers have said about him.

 


This was quoted by Jude in the New
Testament, verses 14-15: “(14) Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied to these people too. He said, ‘The Lord comes with tens
of thousands of his devoted people, (15) to carry out judgments on
everyone, to cross-examine every soul among them who has committed
sacrilege, about their sacrilegious acts, and about all the harsh
things that sacrilegious wrongdoers have said about him.’ (16)
These people are complaining grumblers going the way of their own
wants and wishes. They boast excessively about themselves, and
flatter other people for their own benefit.”

 


2:1-3

All who are in the heavens know what happens
there. They know that the heavenly luminaries do not change their
paths, that each rises and sets regularly at the proper time,
without wandering off from their appointed order. Observe the
earth, and take notice of what happens there, from the beginning to
the end, how nothing changes, but God’s work is apparent. Observe
the summer and winter, how the whole earth is full of water, and
that the cloud, the dew, and the rain lie on it.

 


3:1.

Observe how every tree appears to wither and
shed its leaves, except for fourteen trees, which are not deciduous
but retain their old leaves for two or three winters until the new
leaves appear.

 


4:1.

And again, observe the days of summer, how
the sun is on it at the very beginning, while you look for a
covered and shady spot due to the burning sun. The earth burns with
scorching heat, and because of that heat you cannot walk on the
ground or the rocks.

 


5:6-9.

Observe how the trees cover themselves with
green leaves and produce fruit. Observe that he who lives for ever
has made all these things, and that his works continue from year to
year, and that all the tasks they do for him do not change, but
things are brought to pass as God has appointed them to do so.

Observe how the seas and the rivers together
do what they are meant to do. But you have not been unwavering, nor
have you carried out the Lord’s instructions, but you have
misbehaved and spoken nasty, spiteful words with your polluted
mouths against his magnificence You hard hearted, no peace will
come to you! Therefore you will curse your days, and your lives
will come to an end, you will be the object of increasing and
perpetual cursing, and you will not find compassion.

In those times, all the just will consider
your names to be an abhorrent curse, and all who curse, will curse
by you. All the wrongdoers and the unjust will invoke evil by you,
and for you, the godless, there will be a curse. Then they will
celebrate, and there will be forgiveness for wrongdoings, and
compassion, peace and tolerance. There will be rescue for them, a
good light. But on you all there will be a curse. But for the
chosen ones there will be light, favor, and peace, and they will
inherit the earth.

Wisdom will be given to the chosen ones. They
will live and not do wrong whether through godlessness or pride,
but the wise ones will be humble. They will not do wrong again for
the rest of their lives. They will not die as result of anger or
torment, but will live out the full term of their lives. They will
grow old in peace, while their lives will increase with happiness,
and with peace, for all the days of their lives.

 


6:1-8.

It happened after the humans (5) had multiplied,
that in those times daughters were born to them, and they were
attractive and beautiful.

 


So called “Sons of God,” “Daughters of men.”

The phrase often mistranslated “sons of
men,” “children of men,” actually meant “people,” “humans.” The
word children/sons with a noun refers to a member of a class of
people, and should not be translated as “son/child of.” The phrase
“sons of (place name)” /”children of (place name)” again refers to
inhabitants of that place. The Benai Israel, translated in the King
James Version as “children/sons of Israel” actually means “members
of the class of people called Israel” and should be translated as
“Israelites.” The expression is also Greek, and found as early as
Homer. The same is the case in the New Testament, where the Greek
word huios is placed with the word “Israel,” referring to “members
of the class of people called Israel” and should be translated as
“Israelites.” Properly, it is not to be translated “children of
Israel” or “sons of Israel.” Likewise, Autenrieth’s Homeric
Dictionary notes that huios with the word Achaeon means “Achaeans”
and this is typical Greek usage.

The word huios is often used with a noun to
express a similarity with the noun. For example, an ancient Greek
would put the word huios (son, child) with a word meaning “perfume”
to mean “the perfumed one” or to refer to a person who smells nice.
In word-for-word Greek, the same expression would appear as
“child/son of Perfume,” but such a (mis)translation is not the
correct meaning. Sometimes Greek simply used the genitive case
instead of inserting the word huios. For example, in Aristophanes’
(the famous comic playwright of the 5th century B.C.) play
Acharnians, 1150, Antimachon ton Psakados appears to be
word-for-word “Antimachos child/son of showers” but proper
translation method demands we translate as “Antimachos the spitter”
or similar. The scholia states that he was so-named because he spat
when speaking and “showered spray on those who were talking to
him.”

The standard ancient Greek language lexicon
(dictionary) Liddell-Scott(-Jones) lists the meanings for huios as
1. son, 2. with a place name simply to mean inhabitants of the
place name, 3. children, 4. used with numbers of years to indicate
age, as well as several other meanings.

Thus “sons of God” is a mistranslation for
“associates of God”, and “daughters of men” is a mistranslation for
“human women.”

 


When the angels, (6) the inhabitants of heaven,
saw them, they lusted after them and said to each other, “Come on,
let’s choose consorts for ourselves from the humans, and let’s
produce children!”

 


Inhabitants of heaven/Associates of God

This expression refers to the
inhabitants of heaven. Both the ancient Rabbis and the Church
fathers did not acknowledge bene ha ‘elohim as “associates of God,”
(properly, “associates of Elohim”). The Rabbis saw them as
righteous men and the Church Fathers saw them as Seth’s
descendants.

Job 2:1

Again there was a day when the associates of
God came to present themselves before Yahweh, and Satan also came
with them to present himself before Yahweh.

Job 38:7

When the morning stars sang together, and
all the associates of God shouted for joy?

Psalm 29:1

A psalm of David.

Assign to Yahweh, you mighty ones (bene
‘elim), assign to him splendor and strength!

Psalm 89:7

El is respected in the great assembly of the
sacred ones,

he is more awe-inspiring than all who
surround him.

 


Then their leader Semjaza (7) said to them,
“I’m concerned as I fear that perhaps you won’t agree to carry out
this venture, and that I alone will have to pay the penalty for
such a serious crime.”

But they answered, “Let’s all swear an oath,
and bind ourselves by mutual curses, that we will not change our
minds but carry through this venture.”

So they swore all together and bound
themselves by mutual curses. They were two hundred in number, they
descended in the time of Jared, (8) on the top of Mount Hermon.
They called it Mount Hermon because they had sworn an oath on it
and bound themselves by mutual curses. (9)

 


Leader of the Watchers

Account in 2 Enoch

“These are the Grigori, who with their
chief Satanail rejected the Lord of light, and after them are those
who are held in the great darkness on the second heaven, and three
of them went down on earth to the place Hermon, and broke their
vows on the shoulder of the Mount Hermon and saw the human women,
and slept with them, and contaminated the earth with their deeds.
In their times they caused lawless mixing, and Nephilim were born,
amazing big people, and great hostility. So God judged them
strongly, and they weep for their associates. They will be punished
on the Lord’s great day.” (2 Enoch 18:3-4.)

Account in Psalms.

Psalm 82

A psalm of Asaph.

1 Elohim presides over
the assembly of El, (10)

he gives judgment in the midst of the
elohim: (11)

2 “How long will you
defend the unjust and show favoritism to the wicked? Selah

3 Defend the cause of
the poor and the fatherless,

defend the rights of the oppressed and
suffering.

4 Rescue the poor and
needy, rescue them from the power of the wicked.

5 They know nothing,
they understand nothing,

they walk around in the dark, all the
foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 I said, ‘You are
elohim,

all of you are associates of Elyon.’

7 Yet you will die like
mortals,

you will fall like the other rulers.”

8 Rise up, Elohim, and
judge the earth,

for you own all the nations.

Account in Isaiah 14:12-21

“How you are fallen from heaven, Lucifer,
(12) associate of dawn! How you are cut down to
the ground, you who weakened the nations!”

“For you said to yourself, ‘I will ascend
to heaven and set my throne above El’s stars. I will preside on the
appointed mountain in the sides of the north. I will climb to above
the height of the clouds, I will be like Elyon.’

“But instead, you will be brought down to
Sheol, to the sides of the pit. Everyone there will stare at you
and ask, ‘Is this the one who shook the earth and the kingdoms of
the world, that made the world a wilderness and demolished its
cities and did not free the prisoners from Sheol?’

“The kings of the nations lie in splendid
tombs, but you will be thrown out of your grave like a ritually
abominable branch. You will be dumped like the remainder of those
slain by the sword with those killed in battle like a corpse
trampled underfoot, you will go down to the dungeon. You will not
be given a proper burial, because you have destroyed your land and
killed your people. The offspring of evildoers will never be
proclaimed. Kill the children of this wrongdoer so they do not rise
and conquer the land or rebuild the cities of the world.”

Account in Ezekiel 28:11-19

“The word of Yahweh came to me, ‘Human,
weep for the king of Tyre and say to him, “Adonai Yahweh says, ‘You
were full of wisdom and beauty. You were in Eden, Elohim’s garden.
Your clothing had every precious stone: sardius, chrysolite,
diamond, beryl, onyx, jasper, sapphire, and emerald, carbuncle,
gold, and the making of the settings was crafted for you on the day
you were created.

‘You are the anointed cherub that defends.
You had access to Elohim’s sacred mountain and walked among the
fiery stones. You were complete in everything you did from the day
you were created until the day injustice was found in you.

‘Your great wealth filled you with
violence, and you sinned. So I banished you from Elohim’s mountain.
Mighty guardian, I expelled you from your place among the fiery
stones. Your heart was filled with pride because of your beauty.
You corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you
to the earth and exposed you to the gaze of kings.

‘You defiled your sanctuaries with your
many wrongdoings and your dishonest trade. So I brought fire from
within you, and it consumed you. I will burn you to ashes on the
ground in the sight of all who are watching. All who knew you are
appalled at your destruction. You have come to a terrible end, and
you are no more.”

Account in Luke 10:17-20

The seventy came back and were very happy.
They said, “Lord, even the demons yield to us in your name!”

“Yes, I know,” Jesus replied. “I was
watching Adversary fall like a flash of lightning from the sky. I
have given you the authority to trample on snakes and scorpions,
and authority over all the enemy’s power, and nothing will harm
you. But all that aside, don’t be happy just because the spirits
yield to you, but instead be happy that your names have been
written down in the heavenly places.”

Account in Revelation

Ch.12:1-2 And a mighty sign appeared in
heaven. It was a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under
her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head.
2 She was pregnant, and
cried out in torture as she was in labor and about to give
birth.

3-6 And I saw another sign in heaven. It was a huge red dragon
with seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadems on the heads!
4 Its tail dragged a
third of the stars out of the sky and hurled them to the earth. The
dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so
that he could eat her child the moment it was born.
5 She gave birth to a
son, who is destined to rule all the nations with an iron rod. Her
child was snatched away and carried up to God and to his
throne. 6 The
woman escaped into the desert to a place that God had prepared for
her, so that she would be taken care of for 1,260 days.

7-9 War broke out in heaven. Michael and his Messengers waged war
against the dragon, and the dragon and his messengers fought
back. 8 But the
dragon wasn’t strong enough, and thus they no longer had a place in
heaven. 9 The
mighty dragon was thrown down - that ancient snake called
“Slanderer-Liar”, and also called “Adversary,” who leads the whole
earth astray. He and his Messengers were hurled to the
earth.

10-12 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven saying: “Just now have
come salvation and power and the kingdom realm of our God, and the
authority of his Anointed One. Because the accuser of our fellow
believers, who accuses them in front of our God day and night has
been hurled down. 11 And they conquered him by the Blood of the Lamb and by the
Message of their testimony. They were willing to give up their
lives. 12 For
this reason rejoice, you heavenly places and those who encamp in
them. But alas for the earth and the sea, because
Slanderer-Liar has gone down to you! He is
in a major rage, because he knows the time is short!”

13-18 And when the dragon realized that it had been hurled to the
earth, it chased the woman who had given birth to the male
child.

14 The woman was given the two wings of a huge eagle, so that
she could fly to the place prepared for her in the desert. In that
place she would be taken care of for a time, times, and half a
time. 15 And the
snake spat out water like a river from its mouth, in order to
overtake the woman and sweep her away in the current.
16 The earth helped the
woman by swallowing the river that the dragon had spat out of its
mouth. 17 The
dragon was furious with the woman and went off to make war against
the rest of her offspring - those who obey God’s commandments and
hold onto to Jesus’ testimony. 18
And the dragon stood on the seashore.

 


These are the names of their leaders:
Semjaza, who was their leader, Arakiba, Rameel, Kokaqbiel, Ramuel,
Tamiel, Ramiel, Danel, Ezeqeel, Baraqijal, Asael, Armaros,
Batarerl, Ananel, Zaqiel, Samsapeel, Satarei, Turel, Jomjael,
Sariel. (13) These were the leaders of the groups of
ten.

 


Account in the Book of Jubilees: God sent the
Watchers to earth

“And in the second week of the tenth
jubilee Mahalalel took Dinah as a wife. She was the daughter of
Barakiel, the daughter of his father’s brother, and she bore him a
son in the third week of the sixth year. He named him Jared, and in
his days the Lord’s angels named the Watchers came down to the
earth, in order to instruct the humans, and so that they could
carry out judgment and justice on the earth.” (Jubilees
4:15)

God was exceedingly angry against the angels
he had sent upon the earth. (Jubilees 5:6)

 


7:1-6.

They and the rest took consorts. Each one
chose their own. They had sex with them and defiled themselves with
them. They taught them charms and sorceries, the cutting of roots,
and the uses of plants.

The women got pregnant and gave birth to
Nephilim (14) whose height was three hundred cubits. They
consumed everything humans produced. When humans could no longer
sustain them, they turned against them, in order to consume them.
They began to do wrong against birds, beasts, reptiles, and fish,
and to eat each other’s flesh, (15) and to drink their blood.
Then the earth laid accusation against the lawless ones.

 


Parallel accounts in the Hebrew Bible / Old
Testament

Parallel account in Genesis 6:1-4

Genesis 6:1-4:
“When humankind began to increase on the face of the
earth, and daughters were born to them, those associated with
God (16) saw that the human women were beautiful
and so they took wives for themselves from any they chose. ... The
Nephilim were on the earth in those times, and also afterwards,
when those associated with God were having sex with the human
women, who gave birth to their children. They were the mighty
heroes of ancient times, the famous ones.”

The Septuagint,
Philo of Alexandria, Josephus, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus,
Athenagoras, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Lactantius,
Eusebius, Ambrose of Milan, Jerome, Sulpicius Severus, and
Augustine of Hippo all identified the “Sons of God” (correctly,
“the associates of God”) of Genesis 6:1-4 with the angels who came
to earth and had sex with human women.

Nephilim in Numbers 13:33

The word “Nephilim” occurs only twice in the
Old Testament /Hebrew Bible, in Genesis 6:4 (see above) and Numbers
13:33. Here is the mention in Numbers 13:33: “And there we saw the
Nephilim (the Anakims, who come from the Nephilim), and we seemed
to ourselves to be like grasshoppers, and we seemed the same to
them.”

For some reason, the word “Nephilim” is
translated by the English word “giants” in several Bible versions.
The word “Rephaim” is also translated by the English word “giants”
in several Bible versions.

Deuteronomy 2:11

Like the Anakims, they too were considered
Rephaim, but the Moabites called them Emims.

Deuteronomy 2:20

That area, too, was once considered to be
the land of the Rephaim, and the Ammonites referred to them as
Zamzummims.

2 Samuel 21:20

In still another battle, which took place at
Gath, there was a man of stature with six fingers on each hand and
six toes on each foot, twenty-four in all. He also was descended
from the Rephaim.

Deuteronomy 3:11

King Og of Bashan was the last of the
Rephaim. His iron bed was more than 9 cubits (13 feet = 4.1 metres)
long and 4 cubits (6 feet = 1.8 metres) wide. It remains today in
the Ammonite city of Rabbah.

Deuteronomy 3:13

I gave the rest of Gilead and also all of
Bashan, the kingdom of Og, to the half tribe of Manasseh. The whole
region of Argob in Bashan used to be known as a land of the
Rephaim.

Note: Goliath is often said to be one of the
Nephilim, but there is no evidence for this. As we have seen, the
two passages in Old Testament / Hebrew Bible which mention Nephilim
have nothing to do with Goliath.

1 Samuel 17:4.

“And a champion went out from the camp of
the Philistines. He name was Goliath, and he was from Gath, and his
height was six cubits and a span.”

Note: The Septuagint, the Dead Sea Scrolls,
and Josephus have his height as 4 cubits and a span, which is 6 ¾
feet tall (2 metres). Six cubits and span is 9 feet tall. However,
Goliath was not called a Nephilim.

 


8:1-4.

Azazel taught humans to make swords, knives,
shields, breastplates, and showed them metals of the earth and the
art of alchemy, and bracelets and ornaments, the use of antimony
and paint, the beautifying of the eyelids, the use of all types of
precious stones, and all sorts of dyes. Then wickedness and
immorality increased, and they disobeyed, and everything they did
was corrupt.

Semjaza taught spell potions, and root
cuttings,

Armaros taught the resolving of spell
potions,

Baraqijal taught astrology,

Kokabel taught the constellations,

Ezeqeel taught the knowledge of the
clouds,

Araqiel the signs of the earth,

Shamseil the signs of the sun,

and Sareil the course of the moon.

And as humans perished, they cried out, and
their voice reached heaven.

 


Azazel

Azazel is mistranslated “scapegoat” by
several Bible versions, a mistranslation started by Tyndale’s 16th
century English translation and followed by such versions as the
King James Version, and the New International Version. It is
translated correctly as “Azazel” in the Revised Standard Version
and the English Standard Version. Tyndale misread the Hebrew word
to mean “escaped goat” and coined the word “scapegoat.”

The name Azazel occurs 3 times in the Old
Testament /Hebrew Bible, in Leviticus 16: 8, 10, 26. The context is
that on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, the high priest performed
the set sacrifices for himself and his family then presented the
victims for the sins of the people. These were a ram for the burnt
offering, and two young goats for the sin-offering. The high priest
brought the goats before Yahweh at the door of the tabernacle, and
cast lots for them, one lot “for Yahweh” and the other lot “for
Azazel.” The goat that fell by lot to Yahweh was killed as a
sin-offering for the people. The high priest laid his hands on the
head of the goat that fell by lot to Azazel and confessed the sins
of the people over it. The goat was then handed over to a man who
led it to an isolated region and let it go in the wilderness.

Leviticus 16:6: “Aaron
will offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make
atonement for himself and for his family.

7 Then he will take the two goats and set
them before the Lord at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8 And
Aaron will cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the Lord and
the other lot for Azazel. 9 And Aaron will present the goat on
which the lot fell for the Lord and use it as a sin offering, 10
but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel will be presented
alive before the Lord to make atonement over it, and it will be
sent away into the wilderness to Azazel. …...

26 And he who lets the goat go to Azazel
will wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, and then
afterwards he may come back into the camp.”

 


The 13th century Nahmanides’ (Rabbi Moses
ben Nachman’s) commentary on Leviticus 26:8 states that Azazel
belongs to the class of se’irim, hairy goat like demons. This
follows Rabbi Abraham ibn Ezra’s commentary although Ibn Ezra did
not state this explicitly. Isaiah 34:15 states, “The wild animals
of the desert will meet with the howlers, and the hairy goat demon
(se’irim) will cry to its fellow. Lilith will settle there and find
for herself a resting place.” Isaiah 13:21 states, “But the desert
dwellers will recline there, and their dwellings will be full of
howling creatures, and female unclean birds (17) will live
there, and hairy goat demons (se’irim) will dance there.”

2 Chronicles 11:15 states, “And he appointed
his own priests for the high places, and for the hairy goat demons
(se’irim), and for the calf idols which he had made.”

The Septuagint (ancient Greek translation of
the Hebrew scriptures), translates se’irim by an ancient Greek word
meaning “profane” or “useless.”

In the first to second century Jewish text
(18) the Apocalypse of Abraham, Azazel is
portrayed as an unclean bird which came down upon the sacrifice
prepared by Abraham. (19) It describes Azazel as an evil spirit, a
liar, and as an entity that brings troubles to humans who live
wickedly. (20) The Apocalypse of Abraham states that the
wicked will decay in the belly of the cunning worm Azazel, and be
burned by the fire of Azazel’s tongue.” (21) Azazel’s
appearance is described as a dragon with hands and feet like a
human’s, and having six wings on the right and six wings on the
left of his back.” (22) God is said to share the earth with
Azazel. (23)

Islam tradition holds Azazel as one of the
Jinn. Jinn (or Djinn) are Arabian spiritual beings who
are shape shifters, evil spirits, and treacherous spirits who
can create illusions. They are creatures of flame and were created
from smokeless fire and the searing wind. There are many different
kinds of Jinn. Jinn are considered to be the cause of shooting
stars, whirlwinds, and sandstorms. They prefer to live in desolate
places.

In Islamic tradition, Azazel is identified
with Iblis (Eblis).(24) The Qur’an states that when the angels
were told to submit to Adam they did, but Iblis refused and was
arrogant. (25) It also states that Iblis said Allah
created him out of fire while humans were created out of clay, and
that Allah banished him. (26)

This is an excerpt from the Islamic
Twenty-first Discourse On Addressing Iblis the Accursed: “The
Shaikh (may Allah be well pleased with him, and may He grant him
contentment) said: I saw Iblis in a dream, where I was in the midst
of a big crowd. I was on the point of killing him, when he said to
me (may Allah curse him): ‘Why are you going to kill me? What is my
offense? If evil is entailed by destiny, I am powerless to change
it and transform it into good, and if good is so entailed I cannot
change it and transform it into evil. So what do I control?’
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