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Chapter 1. Introduction

 


There are three Books of Enoch, all of which
are unrelated to the other. The book known as “Book of Enoch” for
centuries is usually now called 1 Enoch, to distinguish it from the
later The Secrets of Enoch, also known as 2 Enoch. 1 Enoch is also
called the Ethiopic Enoch, and 2 Enoch is also known as Slavonic
Enoch, after the languages of the earliest versions extant of each
respectively. No manuscript of the original language of either has
as yet been discovered. The Third Book of Enoch is also known as
The Hebrew Book of Enoch, as the evidence suggests it was
originally written in Hebrew.

The First Book of Enoch contains accounts of
the Watchers, a class of angel, who came to earth and taught humans
weapons, spell potions, root cuttings, astrology, and astronomy,
and alchemies. The Watchers also slept with human women and
produced the Nephilim. For this, they were punished by being bound
and cast into the gloom of Tartarus. This is also mentioned in the
New Testament.

The Book of Enoch (1 Enoch) was left out of
the Canon, but a lengthy passage from the Book of Enoch is quoted
by Jude. This cast doubts upon Jude’s inclusion in the New
Testament canon. Tertullian considered that the Book of Enoch
should be included in the canon. The 3rd century Bible translator
Jerome stated, “Jude, James’ brother, left a short letter which is
considered among the seven broad letters, and because in it he
quotes from the apocryphal book of Enoch it is rejected by many.
Nonetheless by age and use it has gained authority and is
considered among the Holy Scriptures.” (1)

The Second Book of Enoch is often called
Slavonic Enoch as the whole text was found in Slavonic. It survives
in over twenty Slavonic manuscripts. In 2009, four fragments in
Coptic came to light. It was originally written in Greek at
Alexandria although some parts of the text were written in Hebrew
in Palestine.

Scholars are divided as to the dating.
However, it is generally dated to the Second Temple Period as Enoch
encourages his children to bring gifts to the Temple for the
forgiveness of sins, a practice of the Second Temple Period. There
is also no evidence from the text to suggest that the Temple had
already been destroyed. The Temple was destroyed in 70 CE.

2 Enoch is quoted by name in the Testament of
Naphtali, the Testament of Daniel, and the Testament of Levi. It
was referred to by Origen and referred to by Irenaeus. It was used
by the writer of the Letter to Barnabas.

 


 



Chapter 2. Second Book of Enoch (2 Enoch,
Secrets of Enoch, Slavonic Enoch)

 


1.

There was a wise person, a great
craftsperson, and the Lord loved him and received him so that he
would see the uppermost dwellings and be an eye witness to the
wise, great, unimaginable and undeniable realm of the Almighty God,
to the very wonderful, splendid, bright and many-eyed situation of
the Lord’s servants, and to the Lord’s inaccessible throne, and to
the degrees and manifestations of the spiritual hosts, and to the
indescribable administration of the multitude of the elements, and
to the various spirits and inexpressible singing of the host of the
Cherubim, and to the limitless light.

At the time, he said, that I was 165 years
old, (2) I conceived my son Methuselah. (3) After that I
lived for 200 years and lived out all the years of my life which
amounted to 365 years.

On the first day of the month I was alone in
my house and was resting on my bed, sleeping. While I was asleep, a
great distress came over me, and I was crying while asleep. I could
not understand what this distress was, or what would happen to
me.

Two people appeared to me. They were huge,
the like of which I had never seen on the earth. Their faces were
shining like the sun, their eyes were like a burning light, and
fire came out of their mouths. The fire was arrayed with and
resonated with various kinds of purple. Their wings were brighter
than gold and their hands were whiter than snow. They were standing
at the head of my bed and began to call me by my name.

I woke up from my sleep and saw clearly those
two people standing in front of me. I greeted them. I was gripped
with fear and the appearance of my face changed with shock. Those
people said to me, “Enoch, don’t be afraid, the everlasting God has
sent us to you, and today you certainly will ascend with us into
heaven! You will tell your children and your whole household
everything they need to do without you on earth in your house, and
no one is to look for you until the Lord returns you to them.”

I hurried to obey them. I left my house, and
made to the doors, as I was ordered to do, and summoned my sons
Methuselah, Regim, and Gaidad, and related to them all the amazing
things those people had told me.

 


2.

“My children, listen to me, I don’t know
where I’m going, or what will happen to me. Now then, my children,
mark my words: do not turn away from God to the useless, who did
not make heaven and earth, for these will perish and so will those
who worship them! May the Lord make your hearts secure in the fear
of him! And now, my children, see to it that no one looks for me,
until the Lord returns me to you.”

 


3.

After Enoch had told his children, the angels
took him on their wings and carried him up to the first heaven and
placed him on the clouds.

And there I looked, and again I looked higher
and saw the ether. They placed me on the first heaven and showed me
an enormous sea, far larger than the earthly sea.

 


4.

They brought into my presence the elders and
rulers of the star orders, and showed me 200 angels who rule the
stars, and their services to the heavens. They fly with their wings
and come around all those who sail.

 


5.

I looked down here and saw the storehouses of
the snow, and the angels who keep their amazing storehouses, and
the clouds from which they come out, and into which they
return.

 


6.

They showed me the storehouse of the dew,
which looked very much like olive oil and all the earth’s flowers.
They showed me many angels guarding the storehouses of these
things, and how they are made to open and shut.

 


7.

Those people took me and led me up onto the
second heaven, and showed me darkness, far darker than earthly
darkness. There I saw prisoners hanging, watched, awaiting the vast
limitless judgment, and these angels were dark looking, far darker
than earthly darkness, and they were constantly crying all the
time.

I said to the people who were with me, “Why
are these ones constantly tortured?”

They answered, “These are God’s renegades,
who did not obey God’s commands, but took their own advice, and
turned away with their prince, who also is bound in the fifth
heaven.”

I felt extremely sorry for them. They greeted
me, and said to me, “Man of God, pray for us to the Lord!”

I answered to them, “Who am I, a human being,
to pray for angels? Who knows where I’m going, or what will happen
to me? Who will pray for me!”

 


8.

Those people took from there, and led me up
onto the third heaven, and placed me there. I looked downwards, and
saw the produce of these places, the beauty of which has never been
seen! I saw all the sweet flowering trees and saw their fruits,
which were sweetly scented, and all the foods they bore which were
sparkling with fragrant scents.

In the midst of the trees that live there, in
that place where the Lord rests when he goes Paradise,
(4)
there is a tree of indescribable beauty and fragrance, and
embellished more than everything that exists. On every side it has
a golden appearance and it is covered with a fiery golden red
color, and carries produce from all types of fruits. Its roots are
in the garden at the earth’s end.

Paradise is between Perishable and Non
Perishable. Out of it come two springs which send out milk and
honey. Their springs send out oil and wine. They separate into four
parts, and go around quietly down into the Garden of Eden, between
Perishable and Non Perishable. From there they go out along the
earth, and have a revolution to their cycle just like other
elements.

There is no unfruitful tree here, and every
place is blessed.

There are 300 very bright angels who keep the
garden, and they serve the Lord with constant sweet singing and
never silent voices throughout all the days and hours.

I said, “This place is very charming!”

Those people said to me,

 


9.

“Enoch, This place is prepared for the just,
who put up with all sorts of offense from those who frustrate their
lives. They turn away from wrongdoing, they make just judgments,
they give food to the hungry and clothes to those who need
clothing, they lift up the fallen, they help injured orphans, and
they live blameless lives in front of the Lord, and serve him
alone. This place of eternal inheritance is prepared for them.”

 


10.

Those two people led me up onto the northern
side. There they showed me there a very dreadful place, and there
were all types of tortures in that place: cruel darkness and
unillumined gloom. (5) There is no light there, only murky fire
constantly flaming high. There is a fiery river coming out, and
fire is everywhere over the whole place, and everywhere over the
whole place there is frost and ice, thirst and shivering. The bonds
are very cruel, and the angels are terrifying and merciless, and
carry frightening weapons and merciless torture.

 


Jude quotes 1 Enoch in Jude:14-15.

“And as for the Messengers who did not
uphold their own office but deserted their own places, he has held
them firmly in eternal ropes down in the gloom, waiting for the
Judgment of the Great Day. Just like these, Sodom and Gomorrah as
well as the surrounding cities, which in a similar way committed
porneia and went after different flesh, serve as an example of
those who undergo punishment in the eternal fire.” The “different
flesh” refers to angels having sex with human women.

The Book of Jubilees 5 sets out the
punishment by God upon the Watchers and says that the flood was due
to the Watchers taking human wives but that God saved Noah from
it.

The Book of Jubilees 7:20-2 states, “Noah…
encouraged his sons…to avoid porneia, uncleanness, and injustice.
For it was on account of these three things that the flood came on
the earth, since it was due to porneia in which the Watchers,
against the regulations of their authority, had illicit sex and
went a whoring after human women. When they married whomever they
liked, they committed the first acts of uncleanness. They fathered
as children the Nephilim.”

The Book of Jubilees 4:22 says, “And he
testified about the Watchers, who had sinned with the female
humans, for they had begun to sleep with the female humans causing
defilement, and Enoch testified against them all.”

The Book of Jubilees 5:1-4 states, “It
happened when the humans began to increase on the face of the
earth and daughters were born to them, that the angels of God saw
them on a certain year of this jubilee, and saw that they were
beautiful to look at, and they chose wives, anyone they wanted, and
the wives bore them children and they were Nephilim. Lawlessness
increased on the earth and everything of the earthly realm became
corrupt, humans, cattle, wild animals, birds, and everything that
walked on the earth - all of them corrupted their ways and their
orders, and they began to eat each other.

“Lawlessness increased on the earth and
every imagination of all human thought was continually evil. And
God looked at the earth, and saw it was corrupt, and everything of
the earthly realm had corrupted its order, and all that were on the
earth had done all kinds of evil in front of his eyes. He said: “I
will destroy humans and all living things on the face of the earth
that I created.”

The Testament of Naphtali 3.3.4-5 states that
the women of Sodom had sex with the Watchers. It states, “In the
same way also the Watchers changed the order of their nature. The
Lord cursed the Watchers at the flood, and made the earth desolate
because of them, so that it would be uninhabited and fruitless.”
Note the term “changed the order of their nature” which is similar
to Jude’s term, “went after different flesh” and to Paul’s
statement, “for the females exchanged natural sex for what is other
than nature. And the same goes for males too,” in Romans 1:26.

The Church Father Irenaeus stated, “And
wickedness very long-continued and widespread pervaded all the
races of men, until very little seed of justice was in them. For
unlawful unions came about on earth, as angels linked themselves
with offspring of the daughters of men, who bore to them sons, who
on account of their exceeding great were called Giants. The angels,
then, brought to their wives as gifts teachings of evil, for they
taught them the virtues of roots and herbs, and dyeing and
cosmetics and discoveries of precious materials, love-philtes,
hatreds, amours, passions, constraints of love, the bonds of
witchcraft, every sorcery and idolatry, hateful to God, and when
this was come into the world, the affairs of wickedness were
propagated to overflowing, and those of justice dwindled to very
little.”

The 2nd century theologian Tatian, 2 Apology
5, stated, “God committed the care of humans and everything under
heaven to angels whom he appointed over them. But the angels
disobeyed this appointment, and were captivated by the love of
women. They produced children who are called demons, and not only
that, they later subjugated the human race for themselves, partly
by magical writings, partly by fears and the punishments they
brought about, and partly by teaching them to offer sacrifices,
incense, and libations, as they needed these things after they were
enslaved by lust. Among humankind they sowed murders, wars,
adulteries, awful actions, and all kinds of wickedness.”

Clement of Alexandria, Miscellanies 5.1.10
stated, “To this we will also add, that the angels who had obtained
the superior rank, after sinking into pleasures, told the women the
secrets which had come to their knowledge.”

 


I said, “Alas, alas, how very dreadful is
this place!”

Those people said to me, “Enoch, this place
is prepared for those who dishonor God, those who on earth practice
wrongdoing other than nature, which is ritually unclean
child-corruption, magic-making, enchantments and witchcrafts, and
who boast of their wrongdoings, stealing, lies, slanders,
resentment, malice, idol worshiping, murder. These are the accursed
ones who steal people’s livelihoods, and take away the possessions
of the poor while they themselves grow rich. They cause harm in
getting other people’s possessions. Although they had the means to
feed the hungry, they caused the hungry to die. Although they were
able to clothe people, they stripped the naked. They did not know
their creator, and worshiped lifeless gods which cannot see or
hear. They built carved images and worshipped ritually unclean
workings. This place is prepared for their eternal
inheritance.”

 


This passage is echoed by Romans 1:18-29.

18-23 From heaven, God’s anger is continually
being revealed against every form of ungodliness and wrongdoing of
people who suppress the truth by unjust means. 19 The reason for
the revealing of God’s anger is this: all that may be realized and
known about God is evident to people - as God made it evident to
them. 20 This knowledge is derived from the creation. The invisible
things of God - his eternal power and divinity - are clearly seen
in the world, in the creation. Thus the mind sees the visible, the
creation of the world, and understands the invisible, the things of
God. So these people don’t have an excuse, 21 and this is why.
Although they perceive God, they didn’t praise him as God, or even
thank him. Rather, their reasoning became useless and their stupid
minds were darkened and obscured. 22 They alleged that they were
wise, but they became fools! 23 They exchanged the splendor of the
imperishable God for an image made like a perishable person – not
to mention images of birds, and four-legged animals, and even
reptiles!

24-25 So for this reason God handed them over
to ritual uncleanness, in their minds’ wants and wishes, so that
their bodies would be dishonored with each other. 25 They exchanged
God’s truth for the lie, the idol, and worshipped and served the
creation other than the Creator, who is blessed for the ages!
Amen!

26-32 Because of this, God handed them over
to experiences of public stigma, for the females exchanged natural
sex for what is other than nature. 27 And the same goes for males
too. The males got rid of natural sex with the female and burned
with their mutual yearning – males producing indecency with one
another, and as a result got what was coming to them for their
mistake. 28 They didn’t think it fit to acknowledge God, so he gave
them an unfit mind, to do things that are not appropriate. 29 They
have been filled with every kind of wrongdoing, evil, greedy
grasping behavior, malice - full to the utmost with jealousy,
murder, quarrels, deceit, nasty dispositions. They are people who
give out information, whether true or false, which is detrimental
to the character or welfare of others. 30 They are slanderers, God
haters, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of bad deeds. They
are not obedient to parents, 31 they don’t have intelligence, they
do not keep covenant, they do not have natural affection, they do
not have mercy. 32 Although they are fully aware of God’s decree,
which is that those who do such things deserve death, not only do
they do these things, but also they are in agreement with those who
do them!
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