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And a woman who held a babe against her
bosom said, speak to us of children.

And he said:

 


Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughters of Life's
longing for itself

They come through you but not from you.

And though they are with you, yet they
belong not to you.

 


You may give them your love but not your
thoughts.

For they have their own thoughts.

You may house their bodies, but not their
souls,

For their souls dwell in the house of
tomorrow, which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.

You may strive to be like them, but seek not
to make them like you.

For life goes not backward nor tarries with
yesterday.

 


You are the bows from which your children as
living arrows are sent forth.

The archer sees the mark upon the path of
the infinite, and He bends you with His might that His arrows might
go swift and far.

Let your bending in the archer's hand be for
gladness,

For even as He loves the arrow that flies,
so He loves also the bow that is stable.

 


Kahlil Glbran, 1883-1931 Syria

from The Prophet

 


 


 


INTRODUCTION
(revised, 2009)

 


perspective, n. the
relationship of tile parts of a subject to each other and to a
whole.

graft, v.-to unite
with a growing plant by insertion or placing in close
contact

adoption, n. the
process of accepting tile responsibility for raising an individual
who has two sets of parents.(1)

 


This book began as a project of the heart. I
am by training, interest, and experience an English Instructor and
librarian. The written word has always fascinated me, and poetry is
a special interest of mine because, when it is well done, it
crystallizes experience, capturing in beautiful imagery and few
words the essence of human feeling. Some time ago (in1975), while
our oldest child (age 34 in 2009)was yet a baby, I realized that
while I had seen many lovely poems addressing adoption themes,
those poems were not collected in any accessible place, and that
several of them, though widely recognized in adoption circles, were
quoted differently in each source and were often attributed to
unknown authors. How lovely, I thought, to have an anthology of
such poems - a collection of beautiful, positive thoughts for
sharing with our children, who were adopted, which would reflect
the overwhelmingly positive influence that adoption has had on the
lives of my husband (who also happens to be an adoptee) and
myself

 


That original idea changed somewhat as I
grew. I was born into a family which had not experienced adoption
from any perspective for several generations. Or so I thought in
1982. It was in 2009 that my cousins and I learned that our
grandmother had given birth to a child for whom she planned an
adoption in 1918, two years before marrying our grandfather.

 


My view of adoption before I was married was
a very stereotypical one, I am certain. It has been many years, and
I've changed and grown so much over that time that I cannot tell
you exactly what my adoption perception was, but I recall that I
made several rather widely held myths a part of my "knowledge" of
adoption. The myths formed this commonly known scenario filled with
the phraseology of negative adoption language:

 


Once upon a time a pair of undereducated
teenagers "got caught" with a pregnancy after engaging in an
illicit sexual relationship that was purely physical and involved
no emotion other than puppy love. In order to "do the right thing,"
this couple (or more likely just the girl and her parents - since
the stereotypical teenaged father had probably already gone his
irresponsible way), with the help of a kindly and supportive social
worker who carefully laid out all of the options for them without
offering any personal bias, "put the baby up for adoption" by an
older, wiser, more financially stable barren couple, who, though
"denied their own children," took this "poor, rejected infant" to
their breasts to nurture "as if s/he were their own."

 


Meanwhile, the teenagers went on to improve
their lives, marry others, and have other children. With a form of
selective amnesia they forgot entirely their "unwanted mistake,"
burying their "shameful pasts" in anonymity as they became
productive members of society.

 


This left the adoptive parents and their
child to build a happy family life together, where they would
forget the fact of adoption and successfully blend "like a real
family" into the community. The children, if they "truly loved
their parents," would never feel or express any curiosity about
their genetic history or the events which took them from their
"real parents" and brought them to their adoptive family.

 


This scenario was from the uninformed
viewpoint of one totally untouched by adoption. My perspective on
adoption began to change first when I married into a family in
which, of the six cousins added to the family tree in my husband's
generation, four of them - including my husband and his sister -
had been adopted.

 


The connection began to expand my horizons
concerning adoption. First there was the revelation that, while I
was married to a man who feels quite sure of his own identity and
has not at any point had an interest in learning more about his
biological heritage, there are many adoptees for whom such
information is terribly important Most of this last group are not
searching for a set of parents different from those who raised
them. Some have medical problems for which a more complete genetic
history might be valuable. For others the curiosity of what a
biologically connected person might look like triggers this need.
For some, the barrier of secrecy surrounding adoption itself causes
questions about just what could be so "bad" to demand such strong
opinion that the doors should be forever left closed.

 


My husband and I then faced a family
building crisis, when it became apparent that we were dealing with
our own infertility. Unlike many infertile couples, we had no
problem coming to see adoption as an acceptable and very positive
alternative to our childlessness, but we were faced with a closing
adoption door. What we wanted then was a baby of the same race as
we, and there weren't many available for adoption anymore.
Statistics on adoptive placement as an alternative to dealing with
a problem pregnancy have completely reversed themselves in less
than a decade. Where once nine of ten unmarried mothers made
adoption plans for their children, now this is the case with fewer
than four in one hundred single mothers whose pregnancies were
unplanned. Twenty- five couples wait for each baby available for
adoption. We were fortunate to adopt a beautiful son, but we didn't
consider our family building complete, and as we experienced
further frustration in trying to adopt again, my growth
continued.

 


For nearly four years after I co-founded the
group, I was president of Indiana RESOLVE, Inc., a unique statewide
network of a national organization offering support, referral,
counseling, education, and advocacy services to people dealing with
a fertility impairment and its several alternatives - one of which
is adoption. This nearly full time volunteer position introduced me
to many new ideas and vastly altered my still rather narrow view of
adoption as I became involved with other groups which also had an
adoption interest Twice I have been chairperson of an event called
"Adoption Forum" - a day-long series of eighteen minisessions on
adoption- related topics from agency adoption to private placement,
from feelings of birth parents to how to begin a search, from
placements of older children or sibling groups to legal issues of
the open records controversy. "Adoption Forum" has been developed
each time by a planning committee composed of representatives of
all of those groups and agencies in our community of over 175,000
people which serve those touched by adoption. They have included
our child placing agencies, Lutheran Social Services and Catholic
Social Services; our Mental Health Center; the birthparent/ adoptee
search group called Search for Tomorrow; a support, education and
referral group for adoptive families, Association for the Rights of
Children; and RESOLVE. The working together of these groups has
brought to each of them a heightened sensitivity to and
understanding of one another's fears, needs, goals.

 


Also as president of RESOLVE I was involved
in curriculum development for a series of infant care, child
development and special issues classes for adoptive parents- to- be
which we call "Our Own Child." Coordinated and developed by Carol
Hallenbeck, B.S., R.N., Indiana RESOLVE's other co-founder, the
"Our Own Child" series is offered throughout the state and is
taught in each city by an adoptive parent with a background in
nursing, education, counseling, or social work

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/3471
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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