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 What is a
Wolf?

A wolf is an animal that looks a lot like a
dog, but wolves are wild. You can't make friends with them like you
can a dog. Wild wolves also don't make very good pets. They are
usually afraid of people and will hide from them or will attack
them.

Like a dog, a wolf is covered with fur. On a
wolf the fur is often gray, brown or black. Some of them in the
arctic are pure white.

Often the fur on a wolf's stomach is lighter
in color than the fur on its back.
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Wolves will often change color as they grow
older. Some kinds of wolves even change color from season to
season.

 

There are two kinds of hair in a wolf's fur.
What you see is the long hair. This hair keeps out the rain and the
dirt.

There is a second layer of fur under this.
These hairs are shorter. They help keep the wolf warm when it gets
cold.


Wolves like to live in packs. A pack is a
group of wolves. A wolf pack might only have two animals in it, or
it might have as many as 36.

A wolf pack will often have one male and one
female that are the leaders.

If a wolf pack has only two wolves in it, one
is often male and one female. This happens a lot when a young wolf
goes off on his own and finds a mate.

Every wolf has a place in his pack. A wolf's
place in line depends on how big and strong he or she is.

Sometimes wolves will fight to get a higher
place in line, but often their place is decided when they are
puppies. The only way to get higher in the line is to have someone
above you leave the pack or die.
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When wolves kill food, your place in line
can be important. The first wolves in line eat first. If the kill
isn't very big, there might not be food left for the wolves that
are farther down the line. If you are at the end of the line, you
might go hungry a lot!

The size of a wolf depends on where it lives.
Those that live further south are smaller than those that live in
the north.

A male wolf can grow to be over six feet (two
meters) long from the tip of its nose to the tip of its tail.
Females are smaller. A female wolf can grow up to five feet (1.5
meters) long.

Males will weigh up to 175 pounds (80
kilograms). They can stand three feet (one meter) tall at the
shoulder. Females weigh up to 120 pounds (55 kilograms).

Wolves are very fast. A wolf can run up to 40
miles (64 kilometers) an hour if it needs to, but it can only run
this fast for a short time. When wolves are traveling, they run
about five miles (eight kilometers) an hour. They can run at this
speed for many hours.

Wolves live about as long as dogs do. They
can live to be about 15 years old.
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Wolves like to talk to each other. They can
talk by howling and barking. They also talk with their faces. They
will stare hard at another wolf to tell him to stay back or stay
where he is. They also have lots of other looks.

Wolves also talk with their bodies. They can
wag their tails like dogs. They also hold their tail high when
they're happy.

They put their tail between their legs when
they have done something wrong. That's a wolf's way of saying it is
sorry.

When a wolf wants to play, it lowers the
front of part its body. It keeps its rear end stuck up in the
air.

Wolves will also roll over on their back.
When a wolf does this, it means, "I give up."

The stomach of a wolf is soft. It is easy for
an animal to kill a wolf if it can bite its stomach. That’s why a
wolf shows its stomach when it wants to give up.
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Where Do Wolves Live?

Wolves used to live all over the northern
world. They lived all the way from the Arctic areas to Mexico. They
also lived all over Russia, Asia and Europe.

Now they only live in a few places in the
arctic and in North America. There are also a few wolf packs left
in Northern Europe and Asia. There aren’t that many wolves left in
these packs.

Most of the wolves were killed by people. We
would hunt them so we could use their fur for coats. Many farmers
also killed wolves because they were afraid they would kill their
animals. Now it is illegal to kill a wolf in most places.
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Wolves like to live in mountain areas. They
especially like areas with rocks. That's because they live in the
rocks.

They will dig out the ground under a rock and
make a den. They might also find a cave in the rocks and live in
it.

If there are no rocks around, they will dig a
den under the ground. They dig a tunnel that slopes down and then
goes up again. At the end of the tunnel is a room big enough for
the wolves and their babies.

There is a reason the tunnel goes down and
then up. If there is a lot of rain, the water might run into the
tunnel. It will go to the lowest point, then stop. It doesn’t go
back up the part of the tunnel that goes upwards. That way the
water never comes into the den and the wolves don't drown.


During the spring and summer the wolves stay
in one place. That's because the mother wolf is having babies.

During the winter wolves like to travel. That
way they can find more food.

There isn't as much food in the winter
because many animals that wolves eat are hibernating. To hibernate
means to sleep through the winter.

When wolves travel, it is often at night.
They like to sleep or rest during the day. They can see real well
at night, so it makes it easier for them to hunt at this time.
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