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Prologue
“Blue Team, how much longer on completion of the distribution network?”
“Red Team, the upper level is at eighty-five percent completion. The distribution network on the lower level is one hundred percent completed. Construction of reconnaissance and assassin devices is at seventeen percent completion.”
“How many recon and assassins are in place?”
“Eight recon and four thousand assassins are in place and active in the lower level.”
“That is a one way ticket to hell!”
“They will never know what happened and we built it right in front of them.”
“Where were you guys when we were knee deep in a hornet’s nest?” asked a red team member sarcastically referring to their previous special forces missions.
“You wouldn’t have known if we were there or not!” fired back the blue team member.
“True, so true.”
Nano technology was brought into the world disguised as the most significant revelation in the history of man. As with most technology shifts, its dark side was the most significant attribute it possessed and now it was traveling freely across the world doing its master’s will. Who, or what, could stop this formidable force?
Chapter 1 Winds of Change
Miami, Florida
Miguel was sitting at his station switching back and forth from the surveillance monitors and a soccer game. He was a member of the Carlos Marcos drug cartel whose main U.S. based operations were located in the southern Florida area. Like the other members in the room, Miguel rotated between Marcos drug operations. This week Miguel and the other members were located in a residence in Miami Beach. The internal drug wars had driven operations like the Marcos into ultra-secure, high-tech facilities which were operated underneath affluent residences. Miguel and other members were required to remain within the facility at all times, manning their stations in eight hour shifts then off eight hours but they still remained at the residence in the upper levels. This requirement limited the amount of traffic to and from the residence in order to not attract attention of any kind. Once they had completed a week at a facility they moved to the next one for another week rotation. Every third week they were paid and given a week off.
The work could be extremely boring but Miguel had taken more than enough risks with his life before advancing to his current assignment; first at a marijuana farming operation in remote Columbia as a guard for a couple of years, then advancing to highly volatile smuggling operations and then promoted to his current position of guarding the drug operations in southern Florida. He and the other members had earned their right to be there and they would take boring over the alternatives.
As Miguel watched the soccer game he thought of how fortunate he was to have made it this far, living and working in such lavish accommodations. He had come a long way from the shack he grew up in outside of Cali, Columbia. His thoughts were interrupted by a call on his cell phone. It was a cash delivery arriving in two minutes. Miguel alerted every one of the drop. Four of the members, armed with Uzi’s entered the elevator and headed to the upper floor garage area to await the delivery. Miguel and the others watched the surveillance cameras. Soon the van appeared and the gate opened. The van pulled forward and then backed into the garage whose doors were already opening. The guards in the garage were waiting with Uzi’s poised on the rear of the van. The van doors opened and bags were placed at the very back of the van. Two of the guards shouldered their weapons and unloaded the bags and carried them to the elevator. During this time the two guards in the garage continued to keep their Uzi’s pointed at the van. Soon all the money had been transported to the elevator. The garage door started to close while the van pulled away and continued out the opening gate of the residence. Miguel was impressed by the precision of the performance and relieved all went without incident. Soon the elevator doors opened and other members helped unload the bags of money which were then placed near some tables in the vault area to be counted.
Soon the bustle of activity had switched to the two men using the cash sorters while the other team members had returned to their previous stations. Miguel had returned to watching the game when the room appeared fuzzy and he immediately felt excruciating pain like a million slivers of glass had entered every facet of his body. With the first instance of pain he had started to scream but was barely able to move his mouth and upon trying to stand his legs and arms would not respond. He then saw what resembled all white fireworks exploding slowly then methodically increasing in size and frequency until it appeared as if everything was one bright light…
Detective John Cooper was kneeling next to a body at the most unusual crime scene he had seen in his fourteen years on the force. He was in the basement of an upscale mansion in the jet set area of Miami Beach. This was no ordinary basement, it was obviously the center of a large drug smuggling operation as the basement was divided into two obvious sections, a bank and distribution area. The bank was a fifty foot by forty foot section with all the essentials such as a cash sorter and counter, money bags, computers, and even a large walk-in vault. The vault door was wide open and its shelves were empty. However, there were a few empty money bags scattered on the floor of the vault. Air vents in the ceiling indicated that the vault also doubled as a safe room. The clerk of this bank obviously had a sense of humor as he had been wearing the old style banker’s visor common in the Wild West days. The distribution center was very clean and well-lit. Its shelves were all of uniform height and contained neatly stacked packages of what appeared to be marijuana and cocaine. This drug operation had felt the pinch by its consumers and returned to the nostalgic, safer drugs. Cooper thought “People will rationalize anything to make it fit their needs.” A forklift and stacked shipping crates occupied a corner of the basement. There was also a wall which held a wide range of automatic weapons and small firearms. On this same wall were many flat screen TVs linked into an extensive security surveillance system. In front of these surveillance monitors were two small desks which Cooper guessed were manned at all times. Cooper noted the security system in this facility was better than that of most banks. The basement had a unique feature, a full-sized elevator which connected the basement to the large four car garage two stories above. The elevator and the stairway entrances were also access card protected. The stairway door could also be secured with iron bars which recessed into the walls from within the basement area. You could lock yourself in and it would take a bunker bomb to remove you. The elevator was a clever asset as it allowed merchandise to be easily moved undetected. Cooper was impressed. This was the most elaborate and functional drug operation he had seen to date. He made a note to himself to have all elevator sales tracked within the county. This was no low end drug operation, this was a major.
But all this had nothing to do with why this crime scene was so unusual. What intrigued and annoyed Cooper at the same time were the ten dead bodies, all of whom showed no apparent injuries, none. Six of the victims were armed with automatic weapons and the remaining four victims were carrying side arms. None had fired a single round with their side arms still in their holsters. They appeared to have died instantly, as if held in place and then released when they passed on to fall where they may. Initially poisonous gas was a theory but did not hold up as there seemed to be no apparent movement by the victims and there was no evidence of any poisonous residue of any kind.
Copper was searching for something, anything he could hang onto to explain how these victims died. Cooper surmised that there were four guards stationed in the facility at all times, and it was the guards who wore side arms and carried automatic weapons. He believed that the other two guards were positioned at the desks monitoring the security system and surveillance cameras. The remaining four bodies were piled almost on top of each other inside the room just past the stairway entrance. It was as if they had been alerted to a problem in the drug operation and just as they entered they collapsed and died, falling one on top of the other. Cooper began to wonder if Medusa was doing contract work for the DEA now.
It was easy to ascertain that whoever was responsible for the killings had no intent of peddling drugs since they had left a significant amount of product behind. It was obvious the perpetrator was after the cash in the vault. Drug dealers collect significant amounts of cash every day from many different sources. It is then transported to a central location and stored to reduce the number of transfers. Fewer trips reduce their chances of complications with the police, the competition and land pirates. This drug operation seemed to be following this practice, evidenced by the full-size walk in vault. Most likely a heavily armored pick up on some type of rotation schedule transported the accumulated cash to its final destination. Cooper knew this type of operation would allow them to safely accumulate their cash for an extended period of time. He speculated the cash was probably “withdrawn” monthly due to the size of their vault. This meant there could be $30 to $40 million of on hand cash towards the end of the rotation schedule. Cooper also knew there would be some Columbians more than a little worked up over this job and he could count on seeing more bodies shortly.
Cooper proceeded to examine the victims, trying to find some indication of what might have killed them. While crouching down to examine a body near one of the security desks he placed his right foot near the wall and felt it slip as if he had stepped on some sand. He moved his foot back so he could examine what he had stepped on. It appeared to be a very fine residue which had some larger pieces still intact. The larger pieces resembled paper thin pieces of fine sand paper with some hair-like remnants. Cooper thought he had probably crushed whatever it was and it was probably insignificant but swept up the material and placed it in a plastic bag, tagging it as evidence. He then approached a crime scene processor and handed them the plastic bag “Hey, take this to the lab and have the analysis of the contents expedited. Tell them to let me know when the report is ready.”
Cooper looked around the facility one more time. Seeing nothing else of interest he decides to leave. “I am getting nowhere here.” he thought.
Chapter 2 Careful What You Wish For
Jonathan Wells glanced away from the computer screen to catch the time, 2:15 a.m. “Another exciting night as an agent.” Jonathan had never imagined he would spend so much time doing research on a computer as an operative. Jonathan Wells was a veteran of twelve years in a relatively new intelligence branch of the United States government, the Defense Advanced Technologies Intelligence Service (DATIS). DATIS was formed in 1995 to identify and track all technologies foreign and domestic which posed a threat to the United States and world interests. DATIS’s need for existence was originally born from the successful utilization of the Internet by terrorist groups to organize and promote their activities. The United States military and existing intelligence agencies were bogged down by decades of policy and were not able to provide the detailed evaluation of emerging technologies which were erupting in the early 1990’s to current day. DATIS started out providing immediate counter terrorist measures, but in a short amount of time DATIS was able to turn the Internet into an invaluable asset by identifying terrorist organizations, their leaders, and most importantly their financiers. DATIS created a myriad of technologies that allowed them to use simple but effective counter-intelligence tactics. Due to its success, the DATIS project grew faster than any other intelligence agency in United States history.
As new technologies evolved so did DATIS with the usual sciences at the forefront as potential threats; biological, chemical, and nuclear. DATIS collected information from a multitude of sources on new technologies foreign and domestic, constantly running risk scenarios by blending technologies in every imaginable combination. The system records these scenarios, rates their risk factor, and automatically flags any technologies or combination thereof DATIS considers a security risk. The DATIS Threat Detection System is the single largest commercial computing entity in the world. It consists of 350,000 processors in fifty plus DATIS Data Centers across the world linked together to form the DATIS Threat Detection System.
Colburn was a highly decorated West Point graduate and an excellent athlete. After graduation Colburn went directly into military intelligence. Much of his early career was spent in black ops. Colburn distinguished himself with his operational successes and flawless execution. Colburn had learned to use available technologies to prepare comprehensively for his missions. This included detailed portfolios of intelligence on targets, weapons, logistics and any other viable aspect. Anything collected was virtually catalogued for future access. Over time Colburn’s methods proved to be invaluable. His methods allowed operations to be performed with precision execution previously seldom achieved. Because of this Colburn moved quickly through the ranks and was ultimately appointed operations director of the newly formed DATIS organization. Colburn also took an active role in recruiting agents for DATIS.
Colburn discovered Jonathan Wells by chance. On Colburn’s annual trek to the Army - Navy football game, he noticed Jonathan running onto the field. Because of his size he thought Jonathan would play safety but was surprised to see him line up as a defensive end. Jonathan looked as if he weighed 190 pounds at most. As the game progressed he saw Jonathan manipulate blockers twice his size with tremendous speed and tenacity. Colburn was intrigued enough that he made many inquiries into Jonathan’s current and past history over the next few months. He learned Jonathan was raised by his birth parents in the small town of Kearney, Missouri which is just outside of Kansas City. He had excelled in sports and academics, showing an aptitude and desire to pursue the sciences. The more Colburn learned about Jonathan the more he knew he would make a tremendous DATIS agent.
After his graduation ceremony Jonathan returned to his room to change, and then planned to attend a party. When he arrived at his room, however, his plans were unexpectedly modified. General Colburn was waiting for Jonathan in his room. Startled, Jonathan began to speak but Colburn simply raised his hand as he stood up and said, “Hello Jonathan. I am General Colburn and I have a proposition I would like to discuss with you over dinner.” Jonathan had regrouped by now, but his mind was still racing about what a general was doing in his room on the day he graduated from West Point! He answered in the only manner appropriate a ranking officer. “It would be my honor to accompany you, General Sir!” Colburn replied, “Good. Business casual will be the dress code. I will see you downstairs in thirty minutes.” With that the general left the room and shut the door behind him. Jonathan showered and dressed quickly, his mind racing about this mystery meeting with the general, and wondering what the general could possibly want from him.
Now twelve years later, Jonathan’s most exciting mission had consisted of breaking up an illegal weapons trafficking operation, and even then he had only been able to work as an advisor to the ATF who had jurisdiction.
One of the DATIS Threat Detection System functions was to collect and analyze news feeds across the world and identify information related to technology. This had created a massive archive. DATIS attempts to identify what industry a technology is used within, geographical consumption, manufactured from, etc. It seeks out specific details such as corporate ownership and individuals tied to this ownership, intellectual property ownership, corporate management, investor information, criminal reference checking at all levels and just keep thinking about this for twenty years and you might scratch the surface of the detail the system accumulates on every technology individually or combination thereof.
The DATIS Threat Detection System has access to all judicial systems. This includes case files, law enforcement personnel records, and all other data sources available to the judicial branches. Originally, gaining permission to access the personnel records of each judicial branch was extremely difficult. The Director of DATIS, General Colburn, was emphatic about this however. His reasoning was sound. DATIS needed complete access to maximize the capabilities of the DATIS Threat Detection System. DATIS was the first system to include internal law enforcement, military, and other government agencies in its risk scenarios and not just those of other countries, corporations, civilians, and etc.
One of the functions of the DATIS Threat Detection System is to analyze each criminal case file with one objective, to determine or suggest what technologies may have been used to commit the crime. The rationale being new technologies will possess different attributes not previously recorded as they are introduced into the mainstream. The system attempts to detect these new technologies and provide an early alert to such unusual incidents.
The mysterious crime scene in Miami was one such event flagged by the DATIS Threat Detection System:
STATUS: CASE OF INTEREST
INVESTIGATION LEVEL: IMMEDIATE
What was significant about this case was the systems inability to determine how the events of the crime could have occurred based on the information reported.
POINTS OF INTEREST:
UNDETERMINED BREACH OF FACILITY
FACILITY SECURED WITH INTERLOCKING BARS RECEDING INTO CEMENT FOUNDATION. SUFFICIENT ON-SITE SURVEILLANCE AND SECURTIY. NO ROUNDS FIRED FROM FIREARMS ON BODIES OF PERSONELL. NO ROUNDS OR CASINGS RECOVERED ON SCENE.
UNKNOWN CAUSE OF DEATH
PERSONELL DEATH INSTANTANEOUS. NO VISIBLE SIGNS OF PHYSICAL DAMAGE OR TRAUMA.
CLOSEST REASON FOR CAUSE OF DEATH: POISONOUS GAS
PROBABLILITY: < 0%
NO RESIDUE OF KNOWN LETHAL AGENT PRESENT AT CRIME SCENE.
ONSET OF DEATH TOO SUDDEN
For reasons such as these, the DATIS Threat Detection System had classified this case of high interest as there were no known weapons or technologies that could be identified which could have facilitated the crime.
General Colburn received a Case of Interest request from the DATIS Threat Detection System requesting immediate review. After reading the case file (prepared by DATIS) he was very intrigued. There were actually very few cases which had ever been classified. There was another item he noticed; the case file was only thirty-two pages long. Case reports consist of a summary which lists the nuances of the case it determines are most significant. The case details section is usually quite lengthy, anywhere from five hundred to thousands of pages. Needless to say these are not documents you would normally print. So when the Miami case had a summary of two pages and a case details section of only thirty pages it was obviously something very different. General Colburn thought, “The physical size of the report being so brief is enough to raise concern.” After he read the case summary his mind immediately began running through possible scenarios of how the crime might have occurred, but each scenario led to a dead end. Each possibility traveled the same path, no logical conclusion thus leaving only speculation. Speculation is what DATIS was built for.
“The only way this happened is if the perpetrators were able to be transported into the room, but even if that was possible how did they kill the people inside?” It didn’t add up but the general felt there was something here worth investigating. It was particularly bothersome to him that the Threat Detection System could not provide a single possibility of how these crimes could have occurred. In almost all cases DATIS would provide possible solutions no matter how ludicrous they might seem. It was driven by software and processors so it would present all possible solutions, whereas a person would not. A person may not have the “mental bandwidth” to identify all the possibilities, limited by his or her own experience. Additionally, DATIS has no ego to be bruised by presenting outlandish scenarios. A person would not suggest them for fear of ridicule. This “numb” capability of DATIS was one of its well known positive features and had proved its worth many times in the past. In this case however DATIS had produced a goose egg for possible solutions.
Johnathan’s PDU went off with an alert from General Colburn which read “Hello Jonathan. DATIS has identified and prepared an unusual case report. Please meet me at my office in Miami tomorrow by 1:00 p.m. I have added you to the need to know list of this file. This could be a bumpy one. Be fully briefed on the case report before you arrive. See you in Miami.”
Johnathan had no problem going to the meeting but the request was odd. Have the entire case study analyzed by the time he arrived? DATIS case reports could easily be three to five hundred pages long consisting of extensive detailed information. It normally took Jonathan at least a week to fully cover a typical case report. He was notified on his PDU the DATIS case report was available for his review. Just like the general, Jonathan noticed immediately the case report was only thirty-two pages long. This was highly irregular and now he understood what the general meant. This was either going to be a really boring case or one he had been hoping for. Jonathan was encouraged and intrigued by this mystery case. It showed promise that it was something other than his usual cases. Jonathan immediately went to work securing transportation.
Chapter 3 Meet Nano Robin
San Mateo California, NanoTech Research Facility
Walter Roe was standing outside of NanoTech’s large warehouse waiting for his covert operations team to return from their first mission. Roe was the founding father of NanoTech, a nano based technology company that began operations in 1993. As the name suggests, NanoTech’s goal was to develop nano based products, focusing on medical applications. Almost from the beginning the implications to the medical field seemed limitless and NanoTech received billions of dollars in funding from investors across the globe. NanoTech acquired hundreds of exceptional scientists to create products for the many different projects it was aggressively pursuing. Roe had convinced the board that if even one of their products was successful this would be enough of a foundation for the company to prosper. However, project after project met with delays and problems. The products that did make it into production were cost prohibitive for the masses and it became apparent in the medical industry that nanotechnology was proving impractical. The company whose executives had once graced the front page of Forbes, Popular Science, and about every other magazine numerous times was falling out of favor. NanoTech stock had naturally plummeted. Roe himself was in financial ruin having personally invested his fortune into the company expecting and hoping to find success. “Today,” Roe thought to himself, “we have finally found a niche market.”
It was a year ago Roe had finally accepted the fact that his company was in a downward spiral it would not recover from. All his hard work would be for nothing. Leaving an unsuccessful meeting with potential investors in Miami, Roe was almost run over by a Ferrari while starting to cross the street. The driver was of some South American descent accompanied by two women sharing the passenger seat. They were all laughing at barely missing him. This infuriated Roe. He had worked too hard and for too long to end up washing cars for a prick like that. “Like hell I am!” he promised himself. It was at this exact moment that Roe began to use his masterful organizational skills to formulate a new service-oriented division within NanoTech. He even gave it a code name like he had done so many times before— Loxely after Robin Hood’s estate. His new company would perform a service removing the dregs of society, while at the same time confiscating their ill-gotten funds. It made perfect sense to him as he quipped “Take out the trash, keep the cash.” Who is going to care? Roe knew very well how this could be done. NanoTech may have not been successful but it had created some unique technologies when coupled together could actually create some very formidable weapons never before seen. The dark side of NanoTech’s technologies revealed themselves to Roe. He immediately started to rationalize this was an excellent utilization of the many unique products NanoTech had created. They had explored some military applications but only examined them individually, not as blended technologies for solving current problems in new ways. It seemed so simple to him now. How could he have missed such a glaring opportunity? He was so blinded by the promise everyone expected NanoTech to deliver, that he had overlooked all the possibilities. He was driven to validate the efforts and sacrifice of so many people and vindicate the worth of NanoTech which was currently considered the Titanic of technology in the modern age. He began developing the overall plan and then moved on to the details of how to transition NanoTech into a new corporate security services division. By exterminating a few drug dealers and relieving them of their tainted bounty, he would provide a win for society and the community. Roe felt justified in his actions. He was removing undesirable elements in less time and much more cost effectively than the authorities at any level could. He was taking their dirty money and using it to capitalize NanoTech’s new division thus saving jobs and providing technologies that would protect the United States’ national security. Roe had a clear vision and felt amazingly rejuvenated. This would save his company. Roe immediately reorganized NanoTech and began retooling operations. Of course he also assembled a discreet operations team who could field test their new product line and return profitability to NanoTech.
So there stood Roe in an empty warehouse greeting the Miami operations team as they filed out of two vans. Their first field test had been a flawless success completed in less than four minutes. They had suffered no casualties and ground forces did not even engage the enemy. This little fund raiser placed $32 million into NanoTech’s coffers as well. “A few more fund raisers like this and we will have enough to buy us the time we need.” Roe thought to himself.
What Roe didn’t know is that he had just entered into a new realm. One where killing people justifies the means. Once acclimated to this reality the person you were no longer exists whether you are conscious of it or not. Not only was Roe’s company transitioning, but Roe was himself.
Chapter 4 Let the Games Begin
Johnathan had received his transportation clearance and was enthusiastically starting his trek to Miami. DATIS had multiple offices in Washington, D.C. A DATIS shuttle service provided transportation to its own private airport attached to New York’s LaGuardia every thirty minutes. A large number of DATIS agents traveled to all points of the world. To facilitate this high volume of traffic DATIS provided secure shuttle services which ran twenty-four hours a day. DATIS had other airports in different parts of the country and across the globe. DATIS agents were able to secure their own form of travel depending on the needs of their missions. For his mission Jonathan chose a Learjet. A meeting called by General Colburn was enough to justify the requisition. On the shuttle Jonathan reviewed his flight information on his PDU (Portable DATIS Unit).
The PDU is an essential device for all operatives and different versions of the PDU are used depending on an agents needs. A PDU is essentially a high tech cell phone with full computer processing capabilities. Agents like Jonathan wore their PDUs on the inside of their left wrist. Agents also chose to use “PDU Viewers” which resemble regular sun glasses except the ear supports were slightly wider than normal. PDU Viewers display computer and video feeds to the person wearing them. The video source from the PDU is transmitted through an RF signal to the viewer. PDU Viewers provide users a virtual large screen experience for computer and video sources. Agents navigate using the PDU’s touch pad and buttons found at the bottom of the unit. The PDU also provided mobile and secure DATIS encrypted communications. Through DATIS’s own global cellular network the PDU also provides secure e-mail, internal instant messaging and access to the Internet. PDUs were also loaded with organizational software applications such as the DATIS Case Management System, DATIS Travel Management System, GPS and others.
After arriving at the DATIS airport Jonathan appeared at his departure gate and was escorted by armed guards to a DATIS Learjet. Learjets are known for their speed but not spacious cabin space. However the seats on a DATIS Learjet were spaced farther apart and able to swivel 360 degrees and lock in position. This configuration allowed passengers to orient their seats for in-flight meetings. At the rear of the plane was the typical super small lavatory but more important was the compact but always appreciated full service bar. There were some perks to being a DATIS operative.
As soon as Jonathan entered the plane he laid his gear down near the cabin door and took a seat. He then leaned his seat back and accessed his PDU. Through the video feed on his PDU Viewer and started to review the Miami DATIS case report as General Colburn had asked. Jonathan re-examined the contents of the case report which had caused his anxious curiosity. The DATIS case report summary identified the drug operation located in the heart of the very affluent Miami Beach residential area. The location of the drug operation and functionality built into the structure were considered excellent cover. The location greatly reduced the threat of an attack.
DATIS speculated it was highly probable that the siege occurred on Tuesday at approximately 9:30 a.m. The date and time of siege was based on the time of death of the ten victims reported by the Miami Coroner. DATIS speculated the residential location of the drug facility made Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. the optimum day of the week and time of day to commence operations. Tuesday is the most attended work day of the week. By 9:30 a.m. most residents would be at work, children in school, and the mothers and wives would have left home to run household errands. DATIS had noted the only probable points of attack were through the stairway opening and the elevator. However, each entrance was secured by armed guards, required security clearance, and was monitored by a sophisticated surveillance system. DATIS speculated possibly one or more occupants had executed the attack but the method used to incapacitate them was not yet unknown.
DATIS speculated the bodies, which were stacked upon each other at the stairway entrance, were part of a planned response to the initial siege on the facility and may have actually been required for the mission to be successful. DATIS further speculated that the guards located on the upper floor had been intentionally alerted so they would advance to the stairway location and enter the facility where they were immediately incapacitated, their bodies falling and blocking the entrance. The guards who had apparently responded to the alarm had fallen, blocking the self locking entryway from closing and sealing shut. If the bodies had not been blocking this entrance the crime may have gone undetected as all bodies would have been concealed in the basement like a tomb. The crime scene was first discovered by the housekeeper of the residence when she heard a dog barking at the entrance to the drug facility. She discovered the bodies at that time. She was already suspicious that something was wrong as she could find no one on the first floor. DATIS speculated that the discovery of the bodies was an expected part of the operation. The attackers were not worried about concealing the bodies to provide them additional post-operation time to distance themselves from the location. It appeared the attacking force had expected the drug operation and the assault would be discovered. This was possibly a message or retaliation delivered to the drug family running the operation. Since the authorities had discovered this facility it was of no use to the drug operation and would probably hinder their other operations to some degree.
The DATIS report stated that the cause of death of the victims was unknown. Speculation was that possibly a neural gas agent was used but further information from the autopsy would be required. However, DATIS noted that this was improbable as no toxic residue had been detected and the victims appeared to have expired in their immediate proximity. All occupants were armed and had not fired one round. The complete domination of the attack was noted as undocumented. It offered no solution scenarios for this crime.
The only other item noted by DATIS was the existence of what was reported as a fine granular substance near one of the security desks. Jonathan thought “The existence of a granular substance on the floor of a drug operation in sandy Miami did not seem to be something of any significance.” However DATIS had marked this as an item of interest. The report went on but there was no information of any major significance.
In the DATIS case summary this operation was classified as a Special Forces Military operation executed with perfect precision. The confidence of their success was indicated by their willingness to operate in broad daylight and with disregard to covering their exit strategy by leaving the guards in the stairway entry blocking the door. DATIS concluded this operation could not have been executed by any known drug trafficking operation currently on file.
Having finished reading the report Jonathan was just as perplexed as the general. He glanced at his PDU and determined that he would arrive at the Miami office in approximately one hour. He swiveled his chair to the window and stared into the sky “The general could be right. This could be a bumpy ride.”
Chapter 5 A New Nano Service
It was Wednesday afternoon at approximately 12:30 p.m. Walter Roe’s covert operations team had just returned from its first mission. The mission had been flawless, a complete success, and Roe was anxious to hear the mission debriefing. Like watching a rerun of your favorite team winning an important game he wanted to savor every detail of the mission. What had started as an idea less than a year ago was now in full operation.
Roe had formed NanoTech’s new International Security Services (ISS) division. This division was formed under the guise of assisting corporations with security activities designed to protect corporate assets such as intellectual property, personnel, property or anything deemed a valuable asset. It was under this guise that NanoTech performed services for its own needs. The ISS division formed three eight-member covert operation squads. These squads were divided into two teams, a red team and blue team. The red team consists of former U.S. Special Forces military personnel. Their function is to perform all ground engagements. The blue team consists of former NanoTech technicians who operated and worked with NanoTech’s products. Their function was to facilitate and assist all operations from a remote command center. The ISS formed five separate two-man reconnaissance teams. Each reconnaissance team consisted of a red team and a blue team member. Their job was to identify a potential target and provide the initial reconnaissance information about all aspects of a target’s personnel strength, weapons, security system capabilities, opportunity identification, reoccurring patterns, etc. When Roe first had the idea to target drug dealers he instinctively formed the first reconnaissance team and deployed its operations almost immediately knowing it would take some time to put together the blended military-NanoTech technician squad required for their type of espionage.
Regardless of what was said about NanoTech, Roe had built a massive organization in a short amount of time. It is true there was substantial capital available but anyone in business will tell you that is not enough. It takes good leadership and a lot of hard work to build an organization of NanoTech’s size regardless of the money and time available. Roe had provided this for NanoTech. What Roe had learned in the highly competitive nano technology industry was to be agile. His favorite saying was that of the Marines: “Adapt and overcome.” He thought this phrase was exactly on target when it came to any business, organization, or even in one’s own personal philosophy, and he lived by it. In order to build the NanoTech empire, Roe had developed Phase Management which many tech companies have since adopted. In phase management objectives are identified based on organizational goals. These objectives are put into a logical timeline to determine what has to be started and completed based on the dependencies of objectives to their specific goals. Objectives that are independent are also identified during this process. Thus upon completion of this exercise an organization had the opportunity to see what objectives needed to be implemented and when, independent of each other, allowing optimum organizational development. He had applied his phase management technique to the new ISS division.
With just a small ISS management structure in place and no red team or blue teams operational, Roe had the first reconnaissance team deployed without wasting precious time. By the time the reconnaissance team had compiled their information the red and blue team had been assembled and were ready to prepare immediately for their first mission. Roe’s phase management allowed ISS to start operations at least one year ahead of standard business methods.
The debriefing was taking place in San Mateo, California at the NanoTech Research Facility, in a conference room with a large table, twenty chairs, and a projection screen. Everyone had arrived to start the meeting and Roe closed the curtains while Mac plugged his laptop into the projection device.
Attending the debriefing in addition to Roe and several blue team managers was the operations team leader Tom (Mac) McPherson, ISS research and engineering director, Dr. Johann DeSmitt and ISS blue team command center leader Jim Ogle. Mac was a former Special Forces operative who had reached the rank of Major. He had spent eight years in Special Forces and had an impressive record until he was forced to take an honorable discharge when he was found negligent in collateral losses during an operation. Basically someone had to take the fall and Mac was the one who took it. His discharge had severely scarred his patriotism. Dr. Johann DeSmitt was a former lead scientist in NanoTech’s products division. He had proven to be a tremendous asset in the development of new technologies and was a great fit for the ISS division, since they needed many specific devices and functions built upon NanoTech’s current nanotechnology.
Roe began the meeting by saying, “First of all, congratulations Mac to you and your team on a flawless operation. And congratulations to you Johann and your engineering team for the flawless performance of the many components required which made this result possible. This was a good first mission of many. Mac please brief us on the operation noting significant observations.
Mac was used to debriefing generals. He wondered how this would be different. He did know one thing, the pay was much better and he didn’t mind that. Mac began with a quick overview “Almost all missions are made up of four phases: recon, planning and preparation, execution, and exit. This operation fits this structure. The difference in our tactics from that of modern warfare is driven by the utilization of our nano technologies to achieve our objectives.
“The Miami operation was started by the ISS #1 Recon team nine months ago. The initial objective was to identify their operations and key personnel in support of our ultimate objective of eliminating the drug operation’s members and the seizure of its funds.”
“Phase one consisted of establishing a base of operations. Since this was our first mission as an organization, operations were established in a residence. By securing a residence it was possible to limit access completely, whereas renting a house, condo, etc. is more susceptible to unexpected visits from landlords. R and D provided a mobile command center which we could locate in the immediate proximity to control and monitor all operations. Once the base of operations was secured the recon team immediately began to research and identify all aspects of the targeted drug operation.”
Mac began to describe the recon operation. “Our recon initially began using conventional methods, as ISS devices were still in R and D at the time. Using standard surveillance equipment and shadowing suspects we learned that Mr. Roe’s target was Carlos Marcos who was in fact the head of the targeted Miami Columbian based drug smuggling operation. Through recon we were also able to identify their residential base of operations. Upon shadowing their ‘sergeants’ we were able to ascertain they fronted their operations through a flower shop on the north side of Miami while their base was on the south side. We believe this distance was used to discover any possible surveillance activities by authorities. We simply placed tracking devices on each of the florist shop’s vans knowing they were often used to transport their cash deposits. The entrance to the residence was gated and the garage with elevator access was strategically located at the back of the residence. The deposits were placed in fertilizer bags and thrown out of the back of the van onto the garage floor. The gardener would then close the garage door. The personnel on site would then transport the money using the elevator to the vault in the basement. Once a month the residence had an automotive service come to the residence under the guise of performing car maintenance which is the actual withdrawal transportation. This vehicle has all the appropriate gear for automotive service however this truck is very heavily armored with a separate compartment in the back which holds two men and its cargo. It is specifically designed for its purpose. The frequency of such withdrawals is monthly. We determined the optimum day of week and time to attack the facility and maximize the cash on hand. We had also determined this was a temporary residence. Carlos did not live at this residence and personally seldom visited. The guards on premise were minimal and stayed out of sight to prevent suspicion. We speculated that Carlos did not stay on the premise to reduce attention to the facility. The site had plenty of surveillance so he could monitor all the activities and his physical presence wasn’t needed. His actual residence was on the north side of town close to the flower shop. The staff working at the house rotated weekly, switching facility staff when the flower shop van came to the house. Any questions so far?”
No one had any questions so Mac continued. “At this point we had acquired enough intel and were ready to tie down details about the facility. To plan the attack we needed recon information on the facility itself. We were not experienced with NanoTech’s technologies so Mr. Roe set up a secure remote conferencing meeting with Dr. DeSmitt. The purpose of this meeting was to provide Dr. DeSmitt with the intelligence we had acquired and what our next objectives were so he could suggest possible technologies we could use for a detailed recon of the facility. After a detailed review Dr. DeSmitt informed us he would have several engineers deliver some devices which he thought would be useful within a week’s time. The engineers would then stay on site and provide training. These engineers would become a part of the whole squad and operate the devices during operations. It was at this time we formed the red team and blue team concept. The red team consists of the operatives who carry out the physical aspects of a mission and the blue team members control the remote nano based aspects.”
Mac looked at Dr. DeSmitt and chuckled. “When we asked Dr. DeSmitt for assistance in surveillance devices we had no idea what we were about to receive. As Dr. DeSmitt had said the ISS engineers coordinated the training, demonstrating how the nano-based technologies could be used for operations. What the engineers had delivered was a complete, undetectable surveillance, communications, and tactical assault team all wrapped into one. This allowed us to penetrate the facility quickly and undetected, and remove any threat within the facility without one ISS red team operative being placed in harm’s way.” Mac and Roe smiled. Dr. DeSmitt however sat with the same stoic look on his face.
What Mac and his team learned from the ISS engineers actually seemed impossible and initially hard to fathom. When the blue team engineers began their training on the different NanoTech technologies every member of the ISS red team was amazed, shocked, and disturbed all at the same time. What they learned seemed completely unbelievable, yet there it was. Both blue and red team members were also starting to realize what this meant to each one of them personally. The hard reality was that being an ISS operative would be their last career move. This technology could infiltrate any known security system they had ever encountered. They knew if the ISS wanted to find them wherever they went they would be vulnerable and helpless to protect themselves. Thus there was always a serious, somber, attitude by all members at all times.
For Mac and the other former non-NanoTech members there was a lot to learn. What they did learn confirmed their fears that leaving the ISS would not be an easy, or healthy situation. The following is a brief summary of what they learned about nanotechnology and NanoTech’s own solutions.
Like many technologies there is always a foundation technology. In the nano world this would be nanocells. Nanocells are metallic alloy balls which are one ten-thousandth of a millimeter in size so a single cell is undetectable by the human eye. Nanocells may be used in a stationary application or in one that requires mobility. There are many different types of nanocells used for specific purposes. By themselves they have no real purpose or capability. However think of nanocells as intelligent building blocks which provide not only a physical element but also passive attributes as well. All nanocells share some of the same basic attributes: nanocell type, unique identification and mobility. Nanocells are constructed with inherent chemicals to allow them to bond together to form physical objects such as devices, distribution, and communication infrastructure which could provide functions or services. Currently there are some basic types of nanocells which are used to construct the infrastructure required for all nanocell operations such as nanocell distribution and communication networks.
Nanocell Distribution and Communication Networks
Crucial to all nanocell utilization is the construction of the transportation and communications networks. The purpose of the nanocell distribution network is to transport the different types of nanocells to their appropriate destinations, typically to build some form of infrastructure, device, or object. The nanocell distribution network is paramount to the success of any nanocell operation. All nanocells are partially comprised of a metal alloy.
The first objective of any nanocell operation is the construction of the nanocell distribution network. Think of a distribution network as a pipe which is built by specific types of nanocells themselves. The purpose of this distribution pipe is to transport nanocells to their intended destinations. Nanocells travel through the distribution network over a magnetic field created by a nanocell pulse engine. This engine generates timed magnetic pulses which propel nanocells through the distribution network.
These distribution systems are extremely fast due to the fact the magnetic field upon which all nanocells travel is almost completely void of friction. This significantly reduces the energy requirements of nano networks, prevents possible disfiguration of nanocells while in transit and prevents physical wear to the distribution network itself.
As was mentioned earlier, each nanocell contains specific information such as type, unique identification, and destination address. The nanocell’s destination address is used to route it to its correct destination much like a computer network transports data through networks. A distribution network will often branch to other locations and those branches may also branch out and so on. At each branch there is a nanocell router which reads the destination address of a cell, or group of cells, and like a train switch opens or closes the gate to direct them to their final destination. Nanocells travel in the same manner as a computer network does. Computer networks will send “packets” of data to the same destination rather than sending just one piece of data at a time in order to provide a more efficient transfer of data. The nanocell distribution networks work in the same manner. Nanocells are sent in batches to increase efficiency. Reducing the number of times gates are opened or closed, greatly increases the speed by which nanocells can be distributed.
Nanocell Assemblers
Assemblers are specific devices that assemble the distribution network, the communications network, nano devices— literally any nanotechnology required. Assemblers take nanocells and physically place them in their indicated destinations. Assemblers also receive instructions on how to assemble objects. For example, nanocells all contain the ability to temporarily bond to other nanocells. This was often useful in the relocating of nanocells in the creation of images for surveillance applications. However when an assembler is building a device it is often required that the nanocells fuse together to create a permanent bond between cells. This is accomplished when nanocells release a solidifying agent creating a permanent bond. It is through this process that nanocells build devices and infrastructure. The solidification of a nanocell cannot be reversed.
While the nanocell distribution network is the first infrastructure to be constructed, the communications network is attached to the distribution network. The communication network is used by all facets of the nanocell distribution network (routers, assemblers, etc) as well as providing communication to nano devices and back to the command center.
Nano Surveillance
Nano technology provides some very unique on-premise surveillance through nanocell-based cameras. These cameras are able to zoom in and out. The image processing is actually very remarkable. One of the weaknesses of normal surveillance equipment is the EMF radiation emitted during transmission which is easily detectable. Criminal operations are constantly scanning for such devices. NanoTech developed a unique method of capturing images using their nanocell technology.
Nanocell Imaging
Nanocell cameras are able to replicate images and store them for retrieval. Image archival is a stationary application for the nanocells. Nanocell imagery is actually based on a simple method of magnifications and demagnification by increasing or decreasing the size of an image. This technique is based on a rudimentary method of capturing an image and then drawing columns and rows over the image of a specific size— say one inch square. Then the person draws a matrix of columns and rows which are four inch square cells on a blank piece of paper, for example. The person then examines a specific cell on the original image and then draws the same representation of this image into the new four inch square on the new larger image being created. Upon completion of this exercise the person will have an exact replication of the image only much larger.
Nanocell imagery uses this same concept to duplicate a camera image into a nanocell pixel matrix which can be printed or displayed. Nanocells are able to store integer numbers that represent image information such as color. The captured image is pixilated with the color number value being stored in a nanocell. This in essence is creating the negative of the image. Images can also be resized using the method as well.
Nanocell Communication
In a recon mission avoiding detection is essential for success. All known forms of communication are detectable except for light and laser communications, and these have many drawbacks in covert operations. NanoTech’s experience in medical products had included the creation of a method of communication using nanocells. Through nanocells they were able to create and repair nanocell communication links in the human body. The nanocells could transport to any internal organ without causing a patient any discomfort. The nanocell imaging would then be used in a similar fashion to record the actual contour, color, and other specifics about an organ or part of an organ. Nanocell communications also provides information to nano-assemblers. Assemblers may be sent information of how to arrange nanocells to create physical objects. Nano-assemblers are able to provide immediate repair of a heart valve, stop internal hemorrhaging, etc., in cases when a patient had many injuries or was too weak for normal surgery. Nanocell communication is used to create the ISS Recon Communications Network.
The ISS Recon Communications Network provides a self-distributing, self-repairing, communications network that is virtually undetectable.
The meeting continued. “Dr. DeSmitt’s solutions do appear to have helped make the operation a huge success. Please continue with your report,” Roe said.
Mac continued his debriefing. “Yes, Sir. The residence had extensive landscaping with exotic plants and local vegetation. Due to the temporary nature of the operation four surface and one sub-surface nano transportation systems were deployed from the perimeter. The nanocells’ size allows penetration of any security defense system. In fact we were able to select any point we wished to penetrate and establish our nano networks. In this case we penetrated through the duct work to the basement facility where all operations took place.
“Once the transportation system and communications were active the first surveillance stations were established. In the Miami operation, due to the naturally warm climate, housing duct work was distributed evenly on all walls within one meter of the top of the ceiling. This provided excellent audio and visual surveillance of the entire operation.
“From our nano-based intelligence we were able to learn vital logistics of the target’s operation: The number of staff members operating the various facets of the operation, staff members’ names, where the vault was located, entrances to the facility, locations of surveillance cameras, etc.
“The initial intelligence collected the first day of surveillance allowed us to start planning and training for the operation. During this time data was continually collected and evaluated to determine any modifications to the operation’s protocol and patterns.
“Our plan was simple. With our knowledge of all aspects of the facility we decided to use nano assassins to eliminate any threat internally and externally using the operation’s facility in the basement. A nano assassin is a pneumatic device which expels more than fifty thousand skin penetrating microscopic missiles. In this case they contained a lethal chemical agent.
“The nano assassins were strategically positioned within the facility and able to pneumatically launch their lethal missiles at targets on command. The intelligence accumulated also provided us with the ability to position additional secondary nano assassins for any contingency which could occur during the operation.
“The extensive and detailed information we obtained and the ability to place weapons undetected within the facility without placing any team members at the location was a tremendous advantage. Upon completion of this phase the only mission objective left was the execution of the mission itself. We had learned the intended date and time of the next cash withdrawal. The nano assassins were scheduled to launch in all sectors except by the stairway entrance as soon as the vault door opened completely. We then exploded a small nano explosive to alert the guards on the upper level. Once the upper level guards opened the stairway door the assassins were fired as each guard attempted to enter. There were several reasons for this. The goal was to create the appearance that whoever attacked the facility entered through the stairway. This also allowed for the upper level guards to be eliminated without requiring contact with our team members. If we had been unable to gain access through the stairway our surveillance had provided us with all the security pass codes required to gain access through the elevator and stairway. For the ISS teams the elevator was chosen as the point of entry due to the cover it provided for the excursion team to extract the vault’s contents. The on-premise seven-man excursion red team consisted of an extraction driver and six team members who penetrated the facility through the elevator entrance.
“Once inside the team proceeded immediately to the vault, collected the cash, and removed all surveillance tapes. These objectives were met with no resistance and a total extraction time of less than five minutes. During the entire operation all activities were monitored by the blue team in the mobile command center. Constant intelligence was provided to the extraction team.
“The operation’s objectives were achieved without any deviations from the original plan.
“Upon completion of the extraction the clean sweep teams began the operation’s shut down. These operations were conducted from the mobile command center. The purpose of the cleanup operation is to remove all traces of the on-site nano technologies used during the operation. This is done through the nanocell network using a high electrical charge which disintegrates the nanocells and is also facilitated by flash bangs thrown into the room at the end of an operation.”
The operation’s success made Roe even more confident. He really didn't need to hear anything from Mac. He had already determined how his nanotechnology would perform when placed in capable hands and the vindication and verification he was looking for was provided by this mission’s success. Roe’s mind was racing now. He was back on his game and no longer spinning in quick sand. He knew his course and was ready to take this voyage full speed ahead. The meeting continued with additional questions but Roe’s mind was already on to the next mission and what needed to be done.
Mac looked around the room "Gentlemen that is a brief recap of the Miami mission. Are there any questions?"
"How would you compare this mission with others you have been involved with without ISS technology?" asked Roe.
"Even though this was the first ISS mission every aspect was completed faster and more effectively than has ever been possible before,” Mac replied. “The ability to acquire authentic intelligence without the possibility of detection alone would have provided the ISS team a significant advantage. However the added ability to engage targets without detection is even more of one. This one-two punch eliminated any threat to the red team members. In summary we have the ability to penetrate and seize any target at will, no exceptions."
Chapter 6 Rounding up the Troops
Jonathan had arrived at the Miami DATIS campus an hour before the briefing was scheduled to start. He was surprised how much the Miami DATIS facility had grown since his last visit two years ago. The campus now had five ten-story buildings with a circular building in the middle of them known as the mall. The mall was exactly what the name insinuated. DATIS employees could shop, see a movie, have dinner, etc. Jonathan decided to stop by the mall and get something to eat and review the case report once again before the meeting.
After he ordered and the waitress had left he heard a voice say: "No bad guy’s bad enough- ho hum." This was a curious phrase to Jonathan who looked up and saw an attractive brunette, about 5’ 6” staring back at him with a mischievous grin on her face. It was DATIS agent Allison Stewart, or Allie, as he had once called her.
His time with Allison had been the closest thing to a long term relationship Jonathan had ever had. They had met during their eleven-month DATIS Operative Basic Training in Palmdale, California. Jonathan and Allison had participated as a team in a terrorist hostage training exercise that had lasted three weeks. Jonathan and Allison were captured and held in captivity as part of the exercise. This meant they endured an actual hostage-prisoner scenario while in captivity with almost all the same tortures and situations documented from actual hostage situations. It was hell and the worst possible training assignment you could experience. Jonathan and Allison depended on each other to make it through every minute of the three weeks they endured. When the exercise was completed Jonathan and Allison began seeing each other, for the six weeks left in basic training. The next phase of training sent Jonathan and Allison in separate directions and they promised each other they would look each other up as soon as they finished their training. Eleven years later there she was standing in front of him. He was actually quite dumb-founded and muttered, “Allison, my God. I mean . . . How are you? You look great. Please join me.”
Allison smiled “Glad to see you too Jonathan!”
Jonathan remembered Allison as a confident woman and he could see the years had not changed her in this regard. She was also as beautiful as ever. He glanced at her hand to see if she was married and was disappointed and surprised to see a ring. He thought, “Why am I surprised? Allison would be a great wife to anyone.”
Allison sat down close to Jonathan in the booth.
“God it’s good to see you! So what are you doing here in Miami?” Jonathan started the conversation.
“I am here for a briefing. And you?”
“Same, a new case briefing,”
“Maybe this will be exciting enough for you.”
“I have my fingers crossed. Has it been eleven years since we last saw each other?”
Allison’s face sobered some. “Yes it has. Hey look, let’s get it out of the way. We didn’t get together over the last eleven years. But we both know what operatives’ lives are like. The year after we last saw each other was another year of no contact with the outside world and we both just became wrapped up in our careers. Look I regret it, but here we are now. OK?”
Jonathan’s nervousness left him. “God Allison, you could always read the situation and defuse it in record time. Thank you. Truth is I have missed you. You are the closest thing I have had as a true friend in all these years at DATIS.” Jonathan looked up at the ceiling and shrugged his shoulders “I can’t believe I am spilling this out. I see you are married now and . . .?”
Allison started laughing holding up a finger, “Wait a minute. You think because I have a ring on I’m married?”
“Well it. . .” Jonathan tried to reply but Allison cut him off again.
“Look I wear it to keep guys at a distance and it works most of the time. Anyway it allows me the ability to chose who I wish to meet,” Allison said with a mischievous smile.
Jonathan thought about how he had missed that smile. “Well great because I would like nothing more than for us to get reacquainted.”
“Me too,” Allison quickly replied.
The waitress brought Jonathan his food which they shared so they could have just that much more time to catch up with each other. They continued to reminisce until Jonathan glanced at his watch and realized he had to leave. Jonathan picked up her PDU and began keying something into it. “I have to go Allison but here is my DID (DATIS identification number).”
Allison picked up Jonathan’s PDU and keyed in her DID “Here’s mine. Let’s get together for dinner tonight. I have to run.” Allison grabbed Jonathan, pulled him close and gave him a gentle kiss. “It was good seeing you again Jonathan.”
“You too Allison, I will see you tonight.”
Jonathan watched Allison as she left the restaurant. “Man I have been an idiot to not have contacted her all these years. Well I won’t make the same mistake tonight,” he promised himself.
Jonathan hunted down the waitress and paid for his meal. He then hurried to his meeting but he was not thinking about the case.
Jonathan had run part of the way to make sure he was in the appointed conference room ten minutes before the meeting which was his own self-imposed requirement. His dad had always said, “Son if you can’t be on time, be early!” And Jonathan had never forgotten this. As he rushed into the General’s office his administrative assistant Joan Lewis greeted him. “Hello. You must be Agent Wells?”
“Yes, I am.”
“The General has not arrived yet but he said for you to please wait in the conference room right there,” continued Ms. Lewis pointing in the direction of the conference room. “Would you care for something to drink Agent Wells?”
“No, thank you.” Jonathan headed for the conference room.
When he entered the conference room he quickly looked around and noticed this was a small room with only ten chairs so this was not going to be a committee-sized meeting. Jonathan accessed his PDU and using his viewer looked at the meeting entry. He opened the participant list. No one was listed. So the General either didn’t want anyone to know who was on the list or he hadn’t had time to enter it. Jonathan sat down at the conference table and settled in for the meeting. Within a few minutes General Colburn burst into the room in his traditional manner. He immediately approached Jonathan and shook his hand. “Hello Jonathan, good to see you son.” He then sat down at the head of the table. He turned on a sound dissipater to ensure their discussion could not be monitored. Jonathan was immediately intrigued. He had never seen anyone use these devices within an actual DATIS facility. Jonathan thought, “This case must be a good one.”
The General immediately proceeded. “I have cancelled the original meeting and assigned another operative to this case to work with you. Sorry for such an unusual format but as I had indicated I believe we have come across something of immediate interest and one which could be a serious threat now and in the future. You saw the DATIS case report and I know you understand it is an unusual case to say the very least.”
About that time the door opened and Allison entered the room. Jonathan looked shocked “What are the chances. . .” when his thoughts were interrupted by General Colburn.
“It is no coincidence Jonathan. Hello, agent Stewart. You know operative Jonathan Wells. Please take a seat.” He then motioned for her to sit down.
“Thank you sir,” Allison replied.
The General continued. “During your basic training hostage exercise, agent Stewart and you received the highest marks ever received to this day. We also know that you were involved with each other for the rest of boot camp but it appears you have had no contact since. Therefore I am going to leave you two alone for ten minutes to let you reacquaint yourselves and prepare for this assignment. If you are wondering why you have been selected to work together after having some history the answer is simple. You must absolutely trust each other for this assignment. DATIS identified you both as the best match. I never thought of DATIS as a match maker but it suggested you as the best team for this mission based on its parameters.”
Allison looked at Jonathan and smiled.
Jonathan was still in shock but replied with a puzzled look, “Yes sir.”
The General looked at Allison as if to ask are you OK with this? Allison picked up on the General’s silent question and said, “I promise to be gentle sir!”
The general chuckled and muttered as he left, “Not too gentle. See you in ten minutes.”
Jonathan just looked dumbfounded at Allison. He finally said, “What are the odds? Actually I feel foolish. It took DATIS of all things to reconnect us when I should have found you a long time ago. With or without this mission you need to know I will not be out of touch again if that’s OK with you?”
Allison smiled. “It is an odd way to cross paths but I feel the same. Let’s just see where it goes, OK?”
Jonathan thought to himself, “She did it again.” That’s exactly what he needed to hear to relieve the pressure he was feeling. Jonathan had always known Allison was special but he was starting to have even a better understanding of just how special she was.
“OK,” he said returning her smile.
They began discussing the case and were still doing so when the General entered the room. The General took his original chair at the head of the table and checked to make sure the sound dissipater was still on.
“So are you two ready to proceed?” The General asked. “Do either of you have any personal issues that would prevent you from performing your duties? “
Jonathan spoke up first, “No sir.”
Allison quickly followed. “No sir.”
The General looked at Allison and said, “Thank you for being gentle.” He then chuckled and said “OK, let’s get started.”
The General’s face and tone turned serious. You could tell he was genuinely concerned about this case. “So the floor is open. You have both had time to review the case details we have to date. Do either of you have any thoughts?”
Jonathan looked at Allison and was surprised she had not already rattled off some speculation. Regardless of the fact that they had been involved with each other Jonathan had respected Allison because of her combination of intelligence, common sense, and tenacity. She was able to combine them and create solutions in extreme conditions—a rare quality.
Jonathan began. “It is obvious from the DATIS report that there isn’t enough data to propose any plausible theories that could explain how this crime was committed. The motive for the crime does appear to be clear. It seems the goal was to procure the contents of the vault since the drug products were apparently left intact. It appears that the perpetrators gained entrance to the facility using the stairway entrance. However the placement of the victims’ bodies in the doorway suggests they were killed inside the drug facility which would point to an inside assault. You could also speculate that a toxic gas was used to kill the occupants but they all appear to have expired instantly with no signs of a struggle of any kind. There was also no toxic residue detectable which also rules out toxic gas. Outside of the gas theory it is unclear what weapon could have been used to kill the occupants as there is no visible trauma to their bodies. I know both of you have thought of these possibilities. It is quite a puzzle at the moment.”
The General looked at Allison with a questioning look. “Anything?”
Allison looked down and sighed as if formulating her answer. Then she looked at the General. “General one thing I have learned is that if there is only one solution then it has to be the answer regardless of how unlikely it may seem. Jonathan has pointed out solutions which we know are not fully plausible. So what is the norm is not what happened in this facility. As DATIS suggested a transport of a weapon, device, or attack force is the only answer that makes sense, even though this is not plausible with any known technology. DATIS also agrees with this. The weapon I believe used to dispatch so many armed personnel appears to be of unknown origin. I respectfully respond in this manner, General and realize this is not the answer you were looking for.”
The general winced “Well Allison this old war horse agrees with you. I suspect this crime was committed using some unknown weapon or technology. It is exactly what this organization was created to discover. But it sure felt better when we had all the answers. Thank you both for your input. I have arranged for us to go on site and assess the crime scene ourselves. We will meet with the local law enforcement detective leading the investigation.”
Chapter 7 ISS Starts Rolling
Orlando Operation
An ISS recon team had been in place at the location of the next scheduled operation for several months. The Miami operation had actually produced additional target opportunities, as anticipated.
The second target was another of the Carlos’ organization. This facility was located in Orlando and was managed by Carlos’ brother.
The setup was almost exactly the same with the drug operation in a basement of a posh residence. Access to the facility was also through a single stairway and an elevator.
The mission objectives were the same as the first: Procure the assets of the drug operation’s vault without detection. After the first ISS mission in Miami, Carlos had increased security at all his facilities including Orlando. On-premise aboveground security had increased to five men with two guards at the stairway entrance and three monitoring the surveillance cameras. No new surveillance cameras had been added but the additional guards were there because Carlos assumed the personnel at the Miami facility had become lax and this allowed the facility to be penetrated. The grounds were also patrolled by two German Sheppard guard dogs.
From this intelligence information Mac and his team decided to use the same plan of attack used in Miami. However this time they would neutralize the personnel in the upper levels simultaneously as those in the lower level. The nanocell communications network and surveillance were fully functional. The nano-assemblers were also in place waiting to construct devices such as the nano assassins. Mac had received notification they were providing a nano shape charge explosive which could be used to blow the door off the vault if needed. Mac liked this capability in the event the vault door was closed by some unforeseen circumstance. It would also give them greater flexibility in selecting a time of attack.
Mac had called a meeting of the ISS Orlando assault red team to finalize the operation’s details. Their meeting was in their residential command center. Attending was Mac, ISS engineers, Orlando blue team members, and the four-man red team. Mac began the meeting "Good to see everyone. We are ready to execute the final phase of this operation. The final phase has been set to start operation in two days at 13:00 hours." Mac looked around the room and noticed everyone was attentive but calm, even peaceful. This bothered him.
"Every one of you needs to be focused and sharp. Operation lock down is effective now. No exceptions." Mac barked out in his military voice feeling the need to bring some discipline to the team.
"Yes sir," the teams replied in a quick and energetic fashion. This made Mac feel better.
Mac continued. "If you have any questions or observations you feel should be examined, now is the time to speak up."
Mac looked around the room. Seeing no questions he said, "Good. Make your final preparations and let's do this perfectly."
Everyone started to exit, except red team member Mike Jones continued to sit in his chair watching the others leave. Mike had been in special ops under Mac’s command when they were in the military. Mac had recruited him to the ISS. After everyone had left the room Mac said "What’s on your mind Mike?"
"Sir, I was in awe of the technology in the Miami operation and really didn't have time to think about the big picture. I just focused on learning what I needed to do to my job when the time came. But this time I think all of us have had time to think about what we are doing and it is a little unnerving.” Mike scanned the room to make sure they were still the only ones in the vicinity. “We can literally infiltrate and seize any—any — secure facility and this can be done without jeopardizing one red team member. Hey don't get me wrong sir, it’s great to have such a tactical advantage it’s just... man, what if this gets in to the wrong hands?" Mike let out a sigh and shook his head.
Mac smiled slightly, "It is very humbling.”
“Yes, but its more sir. You and I have both dealt with the same bureaucratic bullshit in the military but you take a Middle Eastern country and well . . . they have no red tape and there is no conscious driving there. And they are not alone, remember Africa . . . What a cluster country that is. I’m still not sure if we knew who the enemy was there either! All I am saying is this is a private party and I am good with removing the scum we are from this earth, but it’s not Uncle Sam here. No way can this technology ever end up in the hands of the psycho leaders in the world today. Is there something I have missed here or am I on target sir?” replied Mike.
Mac looked down for a moment then looked up directly at Mike. “You are on target. We are using tactics which have never been used in military situations. I admit I underestimated the impact these technologies would have. Any one of the weapons we are dealing with is more powerful than the introduction of the nuclear bomb that ended World War II. And yes, if the nuclear bomb had been in the hands of Japan or Germany, the world would be a much different place today. The self-destruct mechanism we use to clean up at the end of the operation is used for many reasons but this is one of them. But I know this does not answer your underlying question. The judge is still out on where NanoTech will take this but my directives have been very clear. These technologies are not to fall into domestic or foreign hands at any cost. So I know at least for now we are on the same page. This has to be good enough for both of us now. Are you on board with this? And please dispense with the sirs.”
“Sure Mac, whatever you say. I will follow you wherever man, you know that. I just wanted to clear some things up without the newbie’s in the conversation.”
“I appreciate that. They haven’t been through any, what the hell am I doing here engagements yet. I will address this at a later date but I want to see how this plays out after a few more operations. So let’s ride it out for now?”
“Sure Mac.”
“OK. Let’s get this operation behind us. Anything else?”
“No. That’s all I had on my mind. I trust you Mac, you know that.”
“Same here. Now get some rest and clear your mind for this mission. We’ll keep alert and assess each mission. Now get some shut eye. That’s an order,” Mac replied.
“Yes sir!” Mike nodded and walked out of the room.
Mac knew Mike had a very valid concern. Mac had become involved with ISS because of his disillusionment with the U.S. military but there was a line he would not cross. He was still a soldier. Before the ISS, Mac had served in sixty-one covert operations. He couldn't help but think about how many men could have been saved using this incredible technology. Next he imagined how devastating these technologies would be if he and his men ever had to face them in combat. Roe had been adamant when he told ISS managers that their technology must be protected at all costs. So for now Mac had no reason to doubt the intent of ISS operations, and was going to leave it at that.
Chapter 8 Unraveling the Puzzle
General Colburn, Allison, and Jonathan were on their way to the DATIS Underground Transportation System (DUTS). This was an ingenious method of moving key personnel in and out of DATIS facilities. DATIS was careful to protect the identity of its operatives, directors, managers, and actually all personnel as much as possible. The DUTS was an underground subway that only ran about two miles underground. In most cases DUTS made stops under public buildings such as a mall, department store, book store, warehouse, and other locations. DATIS personnel accessed DUTS through a secure elevator monitored remotely. The DUTS system typically made a complete circle with some branching out from the loop.
Their DUTS exit in this case was a service elevator exiting into a mall entrance. They were on the south side of town within a few miles of the crime scene. They proceeded to a parking garage where they obtained a DATIS vehicle kept there. Almost all DUTS stops were supplied with unmarked vehicles you would think were just ordinary vehicles. All transportation was armored to varying degrees depending on the operatives’ needs and featuring universal keyless access.
The general took the lead and picked a Cadillac sedan. He promptly unlocked the car and sat down in the passenger seat. Jonathan automatically sat in the driver’s seat while Allison sat in the back behind Jonathan. Jonathan entered the address of their destination in his PDU and the GPS initiated directions to the crime scene. During the drive no one said anything. They were all perplexed at the situation and until they knew more did not want to speculate.
When they arrived the temperature was 92 degrees Fahrenheit with a slight breeze. As they stepped toward the residence entrance Miami Police Department Detective John Cooper walked toward them.
"Hello. You the DATIS investigation team?" asked John.
"Yes, and you must be Detective Cooper. I am General Colburn. These are DATIS agents Allison Stewart and Jonathan Wells. Detective we appreciate you meeting and briefing us on the crime scene," answered the General.
The detective turned and started to enter the gates of the residence with the DATIS team following him.
"We are glad you’re here,” Cooper said. “We need all the help we can get on this one. All we know about this case is the probable motive was the theft of the cash in the vault. We are speculating a significant amount of cash was taken. Whatever assault method was used was extremely effective. It’s as if the assault was done by ghosts and they scared them to death! That's it. No prints other than those of the occupants have been found. All drug products appear to have been left intact.”
As they walked down the driveway they came upon the garage entrance. Cooper showed the DATIS team the elevator to the facility. They all noted there was no way to enter the elevator without being exposed to the surveillance cameras. The elevator was a standard size elevator found in any mall or hotel. This was unusual for a residence however, since most elevators installed in residences were typically much smaller. For loading and unloading drugs and bags of cash it was the perfect size. From there Cooper took them to the stairway entrance that led to the basement facility. They noted well-placed surveillance cameras here as well. The cameras were positioned at the top entrance and even in the stairway providing excellent viewing of anyone approaching. It was from here that Cooper led them into the actual drug operation area, where they first experienced the scope of the attack first-hand. There were overlapping body sketches on the floor immediately at the entrance. Looking farther into the room you could see the body sketches on the floor at every station. Cooper handed each of them photos of the crime scene when it was first examined to show how the bodies were actually positioned.
They all examined the photos for several minutes, looking at the different stations trying to better understand how each victim might have met his demise and from what direction the attack might have come.
Jonathan directed a question to Cooper. “Cooper have you ever seen anything like this before in your area?”
“No, it is quite unique.”
“Did the Marcos family have any known, enemies outside the normal competitive ones?” asked Jonathan.
“No, just the normal eliminate-who-you-can types, but none we feel could have pulled this off. We don’t even have a clue how this happened. We were hoping you might be able to shed some light on this.” Cooper kept looking at them hoping for some response. Their silence was noticeably unsettling to him.
Sensing his anxiety the General spoke up. “Detective we have nothing to report at this time. We are here on a fact finding mission only. We will cooperate with you within the DATIS constraints and we appreciate your assistance.”
“I have been briefed on DATIS protocol. However this is my first personal experience with DATIS. What exactly will you be able to help us with?” asked Cooper.
“We will provide you any information pertinent to the protection of your personnel and citizens, as well as provide immediate assistance in any form required. This incident and any other similar incidents which may occur will fall under DATIS jurisdiction,” the General replied. Cooper’s facial expression changed from hopefulness to a concerned scowl. The General noticed.
“Detective be clear that from this moment on any discussion we, DATIS, have about this case will be restricted specifically to myself, and Agents Wells and Stewart. That is it. No one else, you cannot even discuss it with your own supervisors. If they have any question at all about this they are to call me directly, here is my card. Because of the information you have already been exposed to in this case, we have the authority to detain, interrogate, even execute you and anyone else you may have exposed to this case. Is this abundantly clear detective?”
The detective glared back at the general who did not wait another second to receive a response before becoming extremely agitated. He raised his voice while approaching the detective. “I need a simple yes or no. If you do not understand the extreme need for discretion in this case then I will explain it further, but I do not have time to wait for the information I need on how to proceed with this operation. So what is your answer?”
With the General glaring at the detective, Cooper took a step forward toward him and responded, “Yes, sir.”
“Yes sir what detective?”
“Yes sir I understand that you could legally put a bullet in my head and anyone else’s that I might discuss this case with, SIR!”
Allison leaned over and whispered to Jonathan, “Good answer don’t you think?” Jonathan just smiled. They both knew this was one of the General’s little on-the-job tests. So far they thought Detective Cooper was passing well.
By this time the General and Cooper were both standing toe to toe glaring at each other. However the General was satisfied with Cooper’s response and immediately defused the situation. He smiled. “Good. You will be working on this case with us. Inform your superiors of your leave of absence under DATIS protocol.” The general then continued looking around the crime scene.
Cooper had a puzzled look on his face as if he was wondering what had just happened. At about that time Jonathan approached the detective. “He does bite, but not usually. Welcome aboard,” Jonathan said to Cooper and then walked on. He thought he would let the detective stew a little and figure out his current situation. When Cooper was ready he would ask more questions.
Allison followed Jonathan. She did not want to pass up a dig at Cooper either. “I think the General likes you!” She said to him with a wink.
Cooper started to realize he personally was under DATIS’ jurisdiction until the case was solved and the General had just become his immediate supervisor. He was basically working for DATIS. This was a little unnerving and it had nothing to do with the General’s disposition. He was used to dealing with scum of the earth, but Cooper knew DATIS dealt with an even more dangerous type of clientele and the security and red tape had just doubled if not tripled. He had basically been drafted and he knew this would be life changing for a while to say the least and the possibility of permanency is what scared him.
While Cooper was on his cell phone with his supervisor explaining how he had just been recruited into DATIS, the others were inspecting the basement. Jonathan had gone to the area where there had been mention of a fine granular substance found on the floor. He found a circle there identifying the location where the evidence had been collected. Some of the substance granules and hair-like items were still there. It seemed like nothing, but Jonathan felt they were significant to the case. He removed a set of tweezers and used the built in magnification capability of his DATIS PDU. There was residue that appeared to be sand, but it wasn’t sand. It was finer than sand particles and perfectly spherical. Also there were very small irregular, flat pieces which were of the same color as the individual particles found.
The hair-like pieces were thin like strands of hair but unusual in another aspect. They were perfectly straight. They were actually more like miniature rods. Through the magnified view he could also tell that the ends of these miniature rods were different. One end of the rod was pointed while the other end was flat. These rods were also a different color than the particles and pieces discovered. The rods were a reddish brown tint. As Jonathan processed this information he motioned for Allison to come over.
“Take a look at this,” Jonathan said.
Allison studied the materials using Jonathan’s PDU. She then handed it back to him and used her own PDU to gather information for reference later. Her eyes lit up a little. “The rods?” he asked.
Still looking at them through the PDU, Allison answered. “Yes.”
“I have uploaded this additional information to the case file so DATIS can start processing it.” Jonathan added. Jonathan’s PDU received an alert from the DATIS system requesting a sample of the substances be sent to the Miami DATIS lab as soon as possible for analysis.
“DATIS just requested we collect some samples of these materials and have them analyzed by the lab ASAP,” said Jonathan.
Allison nodded her head and kept examining the materials. Jonathan handed her three glass test tubes with rubber caps to place the samples in. Just as Allison placed the last sample in the test tube the General approached them.
“Give me those samples and I will take them to the lab myself,” he said to Allison and Jonathan.
They looked at each other a little dumbfounded and surprised that the General would take them to the lab personally. The General saw them exchange looks.
“We have very little to go on and I am going to leave you two highly trained agents to thoroughly check for anything else that might help unravel this thing. I need this analyzed and available to DATIS ASAP. Maybe it will generate some additional theories to solve this thing. You two found anything else of value?”
“No sir,” replied Allison.
“OK, well, keep on it and report to me as soon as you do find anything. Oh, and keep detective Cooper busy. He will be a valuable asset on this one.” The General left for the lab.
As the General was leaving he noticed Detective Cooper on his cell phone struggling with his supervisors that he was on loan to DATIS effective immediately. He deduced this from Cooper’s erratic arm waving in the air, hand gestures, and loud conversion. The General simply walked up to Cooper and snatched his cell phone out of his hand.
“This is General Colburn, director of DATIS. Detective Cooper will be working with DATIS on this case and will not be reporting any further information to you or anyone else in the department. If you have any issues with this call the DATIS Miami office and they will answer any questions you may have. Good day, gentlemen. You will have no further contact with the detective until this case is resolved.” He then hung up the detective’s cell phone, handed it back to him, and turned to him. “Cooper I meant what I said earlier, but at the same time this will NOT be a passive role. You will be very involved in this case. Agent Wells will act as your immediate superior and he will direct your activities for now. We need your street savvy on this one. If you find anything out of the ordinary, regardless of how insignificant it may seem, report it at once, any questions?”
Cooper immediately responded to the General “No, sir.”
The General smiled and said, “Welcome aboard detective. Report to Wells for instructions and a briefing. We believe the substance you reported earlier has some significance.” The General then left as abruptly as he had started the conversation.
Cooper joined Jonathan and Allison where they had taken samples. “The General says you are my direct supervisor,” he said to Jonathan. “You are to give me orders and a briefing.”
Jonathan and Allison both stood up. Jonathan answered Cooper. “Until a few minutes ago we had very little to go on. However I think the substances you reported are the first break in this case.”
“The General mentioned that before he left. What is significant?”
Allison answered. “There is definite symmetry of the substances you found. It is definitely a manufactured substance and not natural.”
“Do you know what it is?”
“Not at this time. When DATIS processes the samples the General has with him we expect to know much more,” Allison replied. “The rods however, have a projectile type design suggesting they were used for penetration and aerodynamics.”
Jonathan handed Cooper his PDU. ”Take a look for yourself.”
Cooper kneeled and examined the substances. He could see they were right, he could definitely see the pointed and flat end of the rod. “Yes, I see what you are talking about,” Cooper offered.
“Notice anything else?” asked Allison.
Cooper looked again. “It has a reddish color which is different from the other substances.”
“Precisely,” answered Allison.
Cooper approached Jonathan and Allison. "Regardless of what the General thinks I have to report to the station and be officially transferred to DATIS. That IS DATIS protocol," Cooper said sarcastically. "Anyway how do I proceed after that?"
Jonathan spoke up. "Report to the DATIS office tomorrow at 800 hours. Enter the main entrance marked Personnel Only. At the entrance state your name and DATIS security will escort you to processing." Jonathan paused and looked at Cooper as if sizing him up. "You could receive level one clearance by tomorrow since you are in law enforcement. You have been assigned to me and I will be automatically notified of your processing status.
Before Jonathan could continue Cooper spoke up. "What are my chances of returning to the department?"
Jonathan paused, “Not good."
Cooper was not sure how to feel about his answer but felt Jonathan was being honest with him, and he appreciated that. "Fair enough. Well, guess I'll see you in a day or two." Cooper waved good bye and started to leave but Jonathan stopped him.
"Cooper it will be more appropriate for us to discuss this after you have received clearance."
"Yeah, I understand. Thanks for leveling with me."
Jonathan nodded. "Welcome to the team. See you in a few days."
With that Cooper left. Jonathan wanted to tell Cooper more but he knew orientation would brief him on all aspects of DATIS. He knew some factors would be completely contrary to Cooper’s former training. With Cooper being brought in under a high risk case, there was the distinct possibility Cooper would be forced to become a full-time DATIS agent.
What Jonathan had wanted to tell Cooper was that employment with DATIS was very different from employment in any other branch of the government or private sector for that matter, for one major reason. It was literally employment for life. Once employed by DATIS there was no leaving, due to the sensitive information at all levels of governments, corporate intellectual property, internal DATIS information, etc. This information is considered too critical to allow any breech of employment with DATIS regardless of the job level. Normally, before DATIS hires someone this fact is made very clear to applicants. The screening of applicants is an extensive and time consuming process averaging typically one full year for a United States citizen to receive clearance. Foreign applicants could take two or more years due to unreliable information sources requiring extensive travel, personal interviews, and on site research.
Employees who for whatever reason need to be reassigned to different job classifications are assigned new jobs within DATIS. Essentially no one is ever fired from DATIS, only reassigned, and promoted from within since they required much less processing time and expense.
These may sound like harsh parameters but in fact the individuals hired by DATIS were the best of the best at all levels, and all were informed of these expectations when they applied providing an inherent natural selection of its own. In addition DATIS paid very well— far above what an individual could earn in the same job outside of DATIS. To date this practice had proven to be a very successful model.
Jonathan looked at Allison. "You done here?"
"Yes,” Allison said. “I really want the lab results. Until then there’s not much to go on."
"Dinner Date?" Jonathan asked with a smile.
"I was thinking I would like to work out first," replied Allison.
Jonathan said with a puzzled look, "OK, a gym date then dinner date."
"That is not the kind of work out I had in mind," Allison said with a naughty grin.
Shaking his head Jonathan just smiled. "Work out it is, eating is overrated."
Chapter 9 ISS Global Expansion
Roe knew he could only funnel so much money through DATIS at a time or the amount of fluctuation would alert DATIS and possibly to their covert activities. He had to “legitimize” these funds without raising any flags and exposing their “aggressive nano technology,” It would be important to keep DATIS in the dark. This would be tricky but what choice did he have. What he decided is to offer ISS services to foreign governments as internal intelligence operations. The ISS would extend the same offer to the United States, with a slightly different sales pitch which would make the proposition less appealing. He felt this would help throw DATIS off track for a little while. Foreign countries observing a demonstration of the ISS’s capabilities would equate to immediate sales. However to protect the ISS’s use of nanotechnology the ISS would never “sell” a foreign country or agency the technology itself. It would strictly be a service offered by the ISS. Even if a government became so infatuated with the results and tried to seize their technology Roe was sure they could build in safe guards to prevent such attempts.
In NanoTech’s past they had made many business contacts in foreign countries but Roe wanted to focus on those who had money and were always in turmoil. This ruled out Africa and South America. They had plenty of fighting, but little money. The most logical choice was the Middle East which had been fighting for thousands of years and had plenty of money. The political battles were also secretly led by small groups and individuals who essentially controlled the governments of the Middle East. Roe thought this would be a good place to start.
Chapter 10 DATIS on the trail
The General had submitted specimens taken from the scene to the local Miami DATIS lab and also to the DATIS lab in Plainville, Kansas. Plainville was selected by DATIS to become a major facility due to its remote location in the middle of the United States. In the event of an attack it offered early detection and a defensible position. Because of this it had become the largest DATIS Operation. The Plainville facility housed every operational sector found within DATIS, including a phenomenal research facility. It was here the General had sent the specimens to procure a second opinion. He felt they needed to bring out all the stops until they knew what they were up against.
The General had made the Miami office his personal headquarters and had a private suite on its campus. The General’s suite included a large media room consisting of a display the size of one wall which could be used to view many different video sources. The General also had the ability to switch between video sources and display a selected source upon the entire screen. There was also a generously sized bedroom. There was a small kitchen area since the suites came with room service.
The General was eating breakfast while reviewing e-mails and news feeds at the same time when a DATIS alert displayed concerning the preliminary analysis of the specimens taken from the Miami facility. The General anxiously opened the file. After reading the first paragraph he felt immediately overwhelmed and had to sit back for a moment. Here is what he read:
"Miami case report status has been modified to Imminent Threat. Case report access has been restricted. Preliminary analysis of specimens has revealed a unique implementation of nanotechnology used in an aggressive assault resulting in the neutralization of all personnel on site. Major threat identified: This assault method has been determined to be indefensible. It is also speculated that nanotechnology reconnaissance was also utilized even though no evidence of this was present."
What concerned the General about the determination that nanotechnology had been used to commit a crime and that DATIS was classifying it as an indefensible threat. It was a response the General had not expected. This was an extremely serious threat to not only the United States but also the world and they must proceed expeditiously while at the same time cautiously. They needed to design and build defense and assault systems to neutralize a threat more advanced than any technology DATIS had at its disposal. The General rose to his feet and thought it best to immediately review the situation with Jonathan and Allison to develop an initial course of action. This would likely include the formulation of a new dedicated division within DATIS. He accessed DATIS to conference in Jonathan and Allison. He noticed their GPS locations were exactly the same "That was a quick reunion," thought the General.
Jonathan answered the call on his PDU "Yes, sir."
"Good morning, Jonathan. We need to start early today. Please meet me in my office in one hour. I will update you and Allison on the lab analysis at that time. By the way, tell Allison to come with you."
Jonathan grinned as Allison’s head appeared over his shoulder and replied "Yes, sir."
Jonathan and Allison heard the General mutter "Kids,” before he signed off.
Jonathan and Allison looked at each other. "Lab results after the meeting? That's a new one," Allison said.
"Yes it is!"
They both jumped out of bed and dressed quickly. It was the first meeting in either of their careers where they would not have a case report or lab results to review before the meeting. This was a precedence the General had set himself. The General’s philosophy was to be fully prepared for a meeting so appropriate decisions could be made and time optimized.
Jonathan and Allison reached the General’s office and were immediately ushered into his conference room. He was sitting at the head of the conference table on the phone. He motioned for them to go ahead and sit down. The General then finished his call and proceeded with the meeting.
"I think it best if we just start with you reading this first paragraph of the lab analysis," He then displayed the case report analysis on the large conference screen.
Jonathan and Allison read the first paragraph. The expression on their faces became more somber as they read. When they finished reading neither of them spoke, they just looked at the General.
"Yes, it’s very disturbing. I had to pinch myself to make sure it wasn't some bad dream I was having. No, this is the real thing, I’m afraid. I have called you both here because I wanted a chance for all of us in this room to openly discuss this before I make any decisions. This is the first time in my career that I am unclear on the course of action that should be taken. So here we are. Whatever is decided we must not show any fear. The report itself is enough to undermine the stability of any organization, including DATIS. We must present the facts and have a plan of how to introduce this problem to the rest of the organization. Does this make sense?”
Jonathan said "Yes sir," and Allison nodded her head in agreement.
"OK, I will begin since I have had longer to review the report,” the General said. "The report indicates that nanotechnology was used in the Miami case. The colored rods and other material fragments found were constructed from nanocells, which as I understand it represent microscopic building blocks. The nanocell rods consist of a highly poisonous chemical that in sufficient quantity immobilizes a person instantly. It attacks the nervous system and is fatal to their victims. The other substance found appears to be part of a nano based device. Nanocells are generally marked to indicate their manufacturer but these nanocells are missing their identification code. No real surprise there, I suppose. The report says it is highly probable that nanocells were used to build many of these nano-based devices. These devices were then used to attack the occupants of the Miami drug operation by dispersing the poisonous rods or missiles in mass which explains the victim’s sudden paralysis and death. DATIS also speculates that nanocell-based surveillance devices were also used, due to the flawless execution of the operation. It is believed the attacking force knew exactly when and where to attack the facility. DATIS issued a forensic team to the Miami site to perform additional site analysis in light of these findings.
"In the meantime I believe we should sanction a special task force within DATIS to limit exposure internally as long as possible. I have already restricted the case report from any access except for those of us in this room. I have already informed the President of the situation. I have authorized Eagle One protocol which until now had never been used. This allows me to inform only the President of what we have discovered and our actions. No one else in the government will be informed. He has given us his full support. That's all I know at this point. What we have to do now is figure out how we can counter this threat. So I am all ears to any ideas you may have. Please speak freely."
"One attribute of this case that keeps coming back to me is the target selection was a drug operation. Whoever spearheaded this attack was clearly doing this for monetary gain," Jonathan said. "I believe the guards were terminated due to their presence, not as a form of retaliation."
Allison spoke up. "I agree. Whoever authorized the attack did so solely for monetary reasons."
"This is all the more troublesome. It means this technology is for hire," said the General.
"General in the case report summary who are the possible suspects identified by DATIS?" asked Jonathan.
"Ah, yes. Top on the list is NanoTech, Inc. because they are the foremost authority on nanotechnology in the world. However they are focused on medical applications,” replied the General.
"Detective Cooper may be helpful in this aspect. He has been part of local law enforcement for a long time. He could ask questions without raising too much attention,” Jonathan added.
"Yes, he will be valuable in that respect. Have you seen his clearance scores?” asked the General.
"No, he is just now being processed but I think he will work out well," replied Jonathan.
"Let's still follow protocol. But I appreciate your opinion," remarked the general.
"With respect to additional operatives I believe we should wait until we know more about who our threat is,” Allison began. “We do not want to enlist any more agents than we have to initially to minimize exposure. Due to the nature of nanotechnology we might actually be recruiting operatives we would not have normally considered."
The General and Jonathan nodded their heads in agreement.
“What are we going to do to offset the tremendous disadvantage we currently have?” Jonathan asked. “Think about the incredible espionage advantage they have through reconnaissance alone. They could be watching and listening to this meeting right now and we would not be able to detect it. In addition, how do we counter their assault weapons? The executions at the Miami facility are enough to know they are highly effective.”
"I have decided to quietly establish a new division: DATIS NanoTechnology,” said the General. “The purpose of this division will be to provide us with the ability to detect the use of nanotechnology and also build our own espionage nano based reconnaissance and assault technologies. I have identified a few candidates to head up this division. DATIS is currently performing background checks on these individuals so we may determine leading candidates. Once we hire this individual we will begin the process of identifying our staffing needs for the different branches within this division.
“In the meantime I want you to research as much as possible on nanotechnology, the companies involved, incidents, etc. The DATIS case report updates are released to you now for your reference. We will meet here at 0800 hours tomorrow. Anything else?"
Jonathan and Allison shook their heads to say no.
"Let's get started then. This is the most significant threat to the modern world. DO NOT take any part of this mission for granted. Notice every detail. We are charting new ground here and that is the only weakness DATIS has so let's feed it everything we discover. Good luck."
Chapter 11 ISS Orlando Operation
The Orlando operation was ready to commence. Mac satisfied everything was ready gave the mission commander the go ahead.
“We have a go! Repeat we have a go!” the mission commander belted over communications. “Red team operations await initial sequence to commence. Blue team, continue with reconnaissance and communications while preparing for eminent assault.”
The red team assault force was waiting until the transport van arrived to make a deposit. At that time the assault would commence operations.
Everyone at the command center was checking all nano systems and devices. All systems checked out and were ready to deploy.
Nano networks had been used to assemble nano assassins in strategic positions around the facility insuring the maximum killing opportunity for known targets with contingency placements also.
As Mac looked at an operations screen he thought to himself all was ready. Actually he felt everything was incredibly ready for a covert mission. He felt a confidence he never felt before on a mission. He expected the operation to go according to plan where formerly he would expect many different contingencies to occur. About that time the transport van and the cash turned the corner and entered the gates.
Mac announced over all channels, “This is it. Stay sharp and good luck."
The transport van backed up to the garage at the same time the back doors opened. Soon two guards armed with Uzis appeared at sentry positions on both sides of the van. Next came two men pushing dollies to the back of the truck. As soon as these men were in position at the back of the van gym bags filled with cash were handed down and stacked on the dollies. Once they were loaded the men wheeled the dollies away as the van started to pull away and the garage doors closed.
Mac said, “They have definitely improved their time of exposure from the last operation!”
But in this case any amount of preparation would not help the members of the Carlos drug operation. The sooner the cash arrived down stairs the sooner the assault would begin.
Mac looked at the mission commander who knew this was his cue to give the next order, “We have a go on fireflies. Repeat go on fireflies.”
Mac observed the nano surveillance of the basement facility and waited for the elevator door to open. As the doors opened Mac and the assault team were looking to verify the two armed guards were with the men pushing the dollies or had they stayed in the garage. As the doors opened they saw the two armed guards, the men with dollies and an additional guard with an Uzi machine gun exited the elevator. Unlike when they were unloading the van the men exited with their weapons at their side hanging by their shoulder straps. It was obvious they felt they were now safe underground. They were completely oblivious to what would happen next.
The guard monitoring the surveillance of the grounds reported, “All appears normal.”
There were several sighs of relief. A man opened the large safe which the men with the dollies began to load casually with the cash. One of them men joked “I am missing a bag!” of which several of the men chuckled. After they finished loading the bags into the vault two men entered the vault and started to use the cash sorter and counter. A man closed the vaults door with the two men inside and spun the lock. The men outside the vault then dispersed to sit and watch TV and get some food out of the refrigerator.
Mac waited for about two minutes until all the basement facility personnel were in their normal positions then ordered the assault. The mission commander announced “Release fireflies, repeat release fireflies”.
The blue team immediately fired the assassins and launched their missiles. The surveillance monitor became cloudy because of the massive number of missiles the assassins fired at the same time. You could see some of the men try to stand or look to the side but the effects of the poison worked instantaneously due to the large dosage. The assassin missiles are hard until they entered the body at which time they instantly dissolve and enter the victim’s blood stream causing instant paralysis.
Everyone in the command center watched the men inside collapse instantly. Mac thought to himself how uneventful, almost serene the assault had been for such a lethal and devastating attack. He was glad the men did not suffer.
Mac then said “Go Exo-Removal.”
“We have a go on Exo-Removel. Repeat, go Exo-Removal.” the mission commander directed over communications.
The Exo-Removal phase of the mission was the neutralization of all other drug members on the upper floors of the residence. To accomplish this, nano assassins had been positioned at different passage ways throughout the residence. From the remote command center the blue team was able to fire the appropriate assassins needed depending upon where a person was trying to exit or enter the residence.
The blue team reconnaissance confirmed all basement personnel had been dispatched without incident or external alarms being activated. They were also able to verify that the members on the upper levels were unaware of the assault executed in the basement of the facility. To cause a panic and force those onsite to exit the residence the next step was to detonate the nano shape charge on the vaults door and the basements stairway entrance. The explosion would not only open the vault door but also create a panic driving anyone at the residence into leaving. As members of the drug operation left they would be executed by assassins.
The blue team detonated the explosives on the vault door, basement facility entrance and video surveillance equipment. The vault door fell to the floor and the effects on the residence were visible through mild tremors. The two men who had been counting money in the vault walked out coughing and disoriented. They were quickly neutralized by the blue team and their assassins. The stairway entrance explosion had blown the door and severed the recessed bars. The blue team indicated all lower level personnel had been neutralized. The members on the upper floors began to exit. The blue team proceeded to launch assassins at exits killing anyone who tried to flee the premise. The assassins were as lethal as in the drug operations area. The blue team had accounted for eleven enemy kills and there was no detectable movement at the residence. Seeing this Mac immediately ordered the next phase of the assault “Sweep and make withdrawal. Repeat sweep and make withdrawal.”
The red team immediately converged upon the residence. Two red team members went directly to the basement stairway and proceeded to the door entry. Others entered through various selected entry points of the residence. The blue team was providing reconnaissance updates continually to the red team. The red team was carrying M16’s and were dressed in light, special forces uniforms with full head gear which included dark visors to prevent personal identification. Mac thought to himself “This is where our operations used to begin.”
“Stay alert!” Mac yelled through communications feeling the old rush of past assaults. The red team approached the basement facility door and immediately two members covered the entrance while the back two members covered their flank and the middle two members entered the facility with weapons drawn. Confirming no survivors they proceeded to the vault and began to load the lose cash into bags. As soon as they were done bagging the lose cash they proceeded to shoulder the bags and then started their exit. Seeing this, the flanking team advanced up the stairway with guns drawn while the next two men turned around and covered the exit up the stairways as well. As the two members carrying the bags of cash left the drug operations area they both tossed flash bangs into the back and front of the facility. These were to melt the recon devices, assassin launch pods and exposed missiles in an effort to cover their nano presence.
As soon as the red team started their exit of the facility the blue team had initiated the destruct sequence of the nano devices in and leading to the facility.
All red team members were evacuating the residence for rendezvous with ground transportation. Two red team members were covering the top of the stairs. The two guards covering the flank now passed them and advanced to cover the exterior exit of the facility all the while the two team members carrying the bags proceeded as fast as they could. Mac had been concerned that they might have lost some of their sharpness and flow but the execution of his men was flawless. The many excursions they had run over the years had made his team a dangerous assault machine. A part of him had wished they would have met some resistance to prove this point to the Nano Tech Blue Team. He thought exposure to actual combat would demonstrate the red team’s value.
Seeing the red team approach the exterior exit the transport van proceeded to the rendezvous point. "Blue team, clean sweep." The blue team began the destruction of all nano devices, transportation and communication networks. The ISS transport vehicle’s cover was a pool service company’s van it and arrived at the front entrance of the residence where the back doors of the van opened as two red team members stood guard and the others entered the van. Once every one was on board the remaining red team members filed into the van and then proceeded to leave.
Once underway the red team members started to change into casual clothes that were hanging behind their assigned seats. Their weapons were placed in holders on the floor for easy access during transport. Red team leader then communicated "Withdrawal complete, proceeding to the transport exchange."
“Copy that. Transport exchange team in position. All is go, repeat all is a go!" Mac just nodded his head in approval of how everything was progressing.
Blue team leader announced they had finished their sweep and were ready to remove the ISS mobile command center. Mac acknowledged the update and gave the order to proceed on the request. In a few seconds the mobile command center pulled away. Now all mission assets were mobile.
Mac saw two blue team members smile at each other of which he said "Stay alert and focused. Do you understand?" They both were alarmed by Mac's response and shook their head to say yes and resumed their responsibilities.
As soon as everyone was loaded the van pulled forward at a normal speed and exited the facility. Mac looked at his watch and said “Four minutes and thirty eight seconds total operation time, excellent.”
The red team’s van pulled into the garage of the ISS owned residence from which they were running their operations in Orlando. The red team leader reported “Red team at check point, on schedule.”
“Roger that.” replied the operations manager.
Once the garage doors had fully closed the red team immediately transferred themselves and the cash into two SUV’s which had been modified with a special cargo bay in the middle of the vehicle where the cash would be carried. In the ceiling of the van were hidden compartments which held handguns and Uzi’s. The original van was being worked on by a cleanup team which was removing any identifiable evidence they might have left inside and on the outside of the van, removing clothes and weapons used by the red team and repainting the van to match that of a local dry cleaner.
Upon completion of the red team’s transfer into separate SUV’s the garage doors opened and they proceeded to leave going in separate directions to their rendezvous at a commercial airport outside Miami.
“Red teams are proceeding to final check point.” the red team leader reported.
“Roger red team” replied the operations manager.
Hearing this Mac left the command center control room and called Roe. “Hello Mr. Roe. Assault operations have been completed. Teams are now heading to their final extraction point.”
“Great news, no surprises?” asked Roe.
“No sir.” replied Mac.
“Excellent. I will meet you personally upon your return. I have a surprise planned for the team if you approve it. See you soon and safe travels.” Roe said enthusiastically.
“Yes sir.” replied Mac.
Mac immediately returned to the command center control room to oversee the final phase of the mission before he was picked up to meet the rest of the team at the airport. He reviewed with the blue team operations commander their travel plans.
The blue teams return to headquarters would be a straight nineteen hour trip to ISS headquarters in San Mateo California with stops only for gas and food. There were assigned drivers who would rotate at every stop. The vehicles were to travel together maintaining a separation of two miles between them. Each vehicle carried one red team member for protection. Blue team members had only minimal weapons and no battle experience thus the requirement for a red team member on board during transport. Only two 9MM Colt and two Uzi’s with minimal ammunition were concealed on each vehicle for emergency use.
Upon finishing his review Mac felt all was ready. To not raise suspension the ISS mobile command center pulled into a truck stop for fuel. Mac thus exited the command center and entered the truck stop facility. He went to the restroom and waited three minutes before exiting the premise of which he headed to the other side of the facility and entered one of the red teams SUV’s. From here they would advance to the airport.
Spirits were high on the red team. Red team member Stan Knight said “Damn. That was clockwork people. Clockwork! It’s time to head to Fort Knox!”
“Damn straight! Bring on the gold baby. Bring it on!” replied Tim House.
Knight and House had both been under Mac’s command for some time before he recruited them into the ISS. Mac immediately gazed at the men with a cold stare, “Gentlemen, is this mission completed?”
The two of them looked at each other and before they could answer Mac repeated his question only louder, “Gentlemen, is this mission completed?”
Knight and House collected themselves and answered in controlled military fashion, “No Sir!”
“Then I highly recommend that you keep your focus for the next twelve hundred miles left of this mission is that clear?” Mac’s face was red and you could see he was upset and disappointed in this lack of focus.
The two men replied quickly, “Yes Sir.”
Mac then turned around in the front passenger seat and looked straight ahead. He knew why the men felt the way they did. This operation went without using one contingency. It was uncanny. But he had to maintain their focus. He had been on to many missions where men died after they thought the worst was over.
The other red team SUV had arrived before Mac’s and had loaded on the air plane along with their cash bounty. Their SUV had already left to rendezvous with the other SUV and ISS mobile command center in four hours on their way back to ISS headquarters. Everyone but the driver filed out of the SUV with a bag of cash and entered the airplane. Mac lagged behind to let his red team member’s board the plane first so that any celebrating that might be going on would be squashed by a warning from Knight and House so he would not have to address it. When he boarded he could see smiles on red team members faces as they looked out both sides of the cabin. Mac said “Thank you Knight and House.”
Knight and House grinned back at Mac.
Mac continued, “While we are in the air this mission is in the pilots hands so get some sleep so we are sharp for the last thirty minutes of this mission. You have done excellent to this point. Let’s finish the same way.”
Having said this Mac gave the signal to pull up the boarding steps and said to the pilot, “Let’s take off.”
Mac then opened his ISS communicator and reported “Red Team eagle is leaving and wolves have departed as well.”
The blue team commander replied, “Roger that. Blue team is on schedule for rendezvous with the wolves.”
“Roger that. See you back at HQ.” Mac replied.
“Roger. Good Luck.” acknowledged the blue team leader.
Mac then sat down at the front of the plane and allowed himself to take a deep breath and closed his eyes as the plane lifted into the air.
Mac thought “Un-frickin believable, not one deviation from the plan. No one killed or injured. A few more missions and I could retire.”
At ISS control Roe was anxious to know how much cash had been seized, but had refrained from asking as he didn’t want Mac to take it the wrong way. So he resigned himself to waiting. He would have his answer in a few hours.
Chapter 12 When it Rains
Jonathan and Allison returned to the general’s office at 8:00am the next day as scheduled. The Generals assistant Ms. Lewis said “Good morning. Please go on in the general is expecting you.”
Jonathan and Allison entered the room and found the general with his back to them at his desk finishing a phone conversation, “Yes Mr. President I will inform you immediately of any additional progress or events. Thank you Mr. President.”
The general then spun his chair around to face them and greeted them “Glad you are here. Let’s sit at the conference table and we will begin.”
They all took a place at the conference table “Please share with me your thoughts on our dilemma.” started the general. Jonathan began “Allison and I split our efforts so we could cover more material. I studied the uses of nano technology and Allison examined companies who manufacture it. I am going to give my review now and then Allison will provide her summary.”
“Yes, please continue.” replied the general.
“You were right in that most uses for nano technology are in the medical field. However, when I read a description of nano technology capabilities in light of recent events it is painfully apparent we are in deep trouble. It is highly probable that all unencrypted communications at DATIS in offices such as this, in the government, or any facility they wish to have surveillance can currently be compromised. Nano technology can provide authentic intelligence before, during and upon completion of a mission. In addition this technology may also provide extremely lethal assault weapons as evidenced by the nano missiles discovered at the Miami facility. The opposing force in the Miami drug operation location was able to penetrate their structure and construct lethal nano based assault weapons to eliminate their enemy completely undetected. I could go on with specifics, but this is the quick version.”
You could see the concern in the generals face, “Noted, let’s proceed Allison. What have you found?”
Allison began “There are relatively few companies who manufacture nano based products actually. A common trend of these companies however is that none of them have met the expectations promised to their investors whose investment in these companies is substantial. This circumstance would suggest one of these companies has found a way to profit from its technology, just not in the way expected.”
“I would agree and it is what I believe as well. Someone has fallen off the grid due to the extreme pressure to perform.” The general then put his hand over his mouth and looked deep in thought.
He then looked up again and said “What we are facing is a new form of warfare, hybrid warfare. All the tactics and rules of engagement we have ever known are almost entirely useless. We are going to have to retool our entire organization and build ourselves a hybrid army from our current agents and the nano devices needed to engage this new enemy.” The general then paused momentarily “With that in mind I have some news for you. We start building our new hybrid army today. I think we may have found the new DATIS Nano Technology Division Director and more. You will meet him tonight. He does not know why we are moving so fast yet, but once he has passed the DATIS evaluation and training he will be briefed. His name is Dr. Charles Little, he is the lead scientist for NGEN Corporation and their Nano Technology division in Manchester, England. I know what you are thinking, he could be part of what we are fighting and my answer is I doubt it. Here's why. NGEN several months ago had declared it was shutting down its nano technology division. This intrigued me so I had a meeting arranged with the CEO, Patrick Smith of NGEN here in my office last night. Smith explained that for the health industry the technology was too costly for ninety-nine percent of the population and they did not see a change in this for many decades. Therefore they dissolved the division. Smith highly recommended Dr. Little as a rare scientist who was highly intelligent, hard working, easy to converse with and highly organized. Smith said he had kept him on to wind down operations and wishes he had a spot for him but his area of expertise is specific to nano technology. I then asked Smith if NGEN would be interested in allowing us to hire Dr. Little, associated staff and purchase the NGEN nano technology division and facility. As you can imagine Smith was extremely excited to have an opportunity to take a six billion dollar loss and recover all, if even part of it."
"Sir did you just buy a nano company?" Allison blurted out. She immediately threw in a delayed "Sir." trying to recover from what the general might have construed as disrespectful.
The general chuckled, "Well not yet. All of us are going to meet with Dr. Little tonight. Here it is. I had DATIS do a preliminary check on Dr. Smith and NGEN. No red flags. Very high marks for Dr. Little. DATIS is doing a thorough check now but you know how I hate to waste time, so the intent of the meeting tonight is to ask the good doctor questions we need answered. Any questions?"
Jonathan and Allison looked at each other as if to say, where do we start. Jonathan began "Before I walked into this meeting I truly wondered if we could effectively come up with a plan that would not take years before we would have a chance to counter this threat. What you have done is given us the chance to counter extremely fast. I think it is genius."
"I believe it is really our only option. It’s a good thing we have deep pockets." replied the general. He then abruptly looked at his watch "That reminds me I have to fly to meet the president at the DC office. Need to get approval to spend a few billion dollars. Again this is still under eagle priority. I will be back before Dr. Little gets here. In the mean time with this knowledge prioritize what we need to find out from the doctor so we can determine if this is genius or a pipe dream."
The general stood up preparing to leave "Wish me luck and see you two tonight."
Allison and Jonathan stood up and said "Yes sir." After the general left they both sat back down in their chairs and it was apparent their minds were racing.
Allison said "The general is not wasting time and a good thing on this one."
"I agree. We need to rethink everything because I don't know about you but I was thinking about hiring personnel, find facility, etc."
"Let’s create a list of questions we need to have answered to proceed from here."
"Good idea." answered Jonathan as he moved his DATIS PDU closer to him to start creating the list for the meeting.
Chapter 13 We’re Just That Good
The red team arrived at the ISS Headquarters on time. Security was there to take the cash and unload the weapons from the vehicles.
Roe yelled out to Mac "Congratulations Mac! Another flawless mission!"
"Thank you sir" Mac replied.
Roe pulled Mac to the side "I thought in light of our success your team could use a little R and R. There is this place called Belize in the Caribbean where we can book the entire island. It would be good weather, let lose a little, what do you think?"
Mac thought for a second and said "Yes sir. That would be good for them to let off a little steam. I like the limited exposure of a remote island but that might limit the ability to release the steam I am referring to."
"Yes I have taken that into account. We have made specific arrangements to insure everyone will have a great time in Belize. This should provide the pressure relief you are looking for."
"Yes sir. That would be my point." replied Mac.
"Go ahead and go to the debriefing room and get something to eat. I had some Zarda Barbeque brought in just for the occasion." Roe suggested.
"It would take one hell of a skirmish to keep me away from Zarda Barbeque" joked Mac.
"Go ahead I will be there shortly and great job." replied Roe.
Roe then stepped to the side to get away from everyone and made a call to the ISS accounting office where they should have just received the mission’s bounty. "Hello. This is Roe. Let me know as soon as you have a total. Thank you." Roe then walked over to speak with some of the team members were who had not left for the ISS lounge and congratulated them on a job well done. He then proceeded to the debriefing room."
Upon entering the debriefing room he could see Mac eating and began "I just want to congratulate everyone on another successful, flawless mission. You did an excellent job."
Roe’s phone vibrates and he promptly looked at his phone. His eyes grew very wide. "This is indeed a time to celebrate. This mission’s proceeds are $60 million dollars and some change!" Roe announced.
Everyone in the room smiled and nodded their heads in approval for each one of them received a percentage of every missions take. You could see every one of them pause to calculate what their share was for this mission. Mac just sat there with a rib in his hand staring down at his plate. His take was five percent and this meant he had just added three million dollars to his 1.6 million from the last mission. Mac was thinking about all the missions he and his men had risked their lives for little money, because they believed in what they were doing. He was proud of what he and his men had done for their country. They had served with extreme tenacity and force to make every mission successful. That is why when the country he had fought so hard for turned its back on him it scarred him deeply. He has no regrets and is proud of the work they were doing now also. Ridding the world of pieces of shit that are destroying lives recklessly and with no remorse. He thought “If the world needs a conscious then here we are.” No red tape, just bringing the fight directly to those masquerading as bad asses because they could prey on unarmed civilians. He had often thought if the government had used the same brute force tactics it used on foreign enemies to deal with low life factions such as the drug cartels on United States soil there would be very few who would dare to engage in such activities. The political landscape had turned so far right it made him sick. Americans who are the backbone of what makes this country work are held hostage and he was tired of it. He was glad to be a part of what might swing the pendulum back to the center through the fear of justice.
“Mac?” Roe was trying to get Mac’s attention.
“Yes sir.” replied Mac snapping out of his funk.
Roe continued with a big smile “Would you please proceed with the mission debriefing.”
“Yes sir.” Mac took a napkin and wiped his hands off and gathered himself. “Let’s begin with the nano reconnaissance built on the site…” Mac began the four plus hour debriefing.
Roe knew what Mac had been thinking about. Mac had crawled through the shit, watched many friends die and for what. To come back and retire on a pension that would force him to get another job and live in a society where most had no respect for their country. Roe also knew that Mac would at some point realize that he had enough money to start thinking about retirement and Roe did not want that just yet. He had worried about the missions paying out to fast but his luck had been going so poorly he dismissed the thought and told himself he would deal with it if he was lucky enough to have the problem.
As Mac continued with the debriefing Roe thought as great as the two missions had been the company still needed more funds to keep afloat. So he began thinking about the opportunities they had been working on for the next ISS mission. While in Belize they would review their options.
Chapter 14 DATIS Gets Small
Jonathan and Allison had never left the DATIS conference room as they prepared for the meeting with the new DATIS Nano Technology Division Director, Dr. Charles Little.
Allison and Jonathan were working on their PDU’s when the general bust through his office doors with a tall, thin gentleman who they assumed was Dr. Charles Little. The doctor’s hair was a little too long, had a thin beard and wore wireless framed glasses. The doctor looked a little uncomfortable as he entered the room.
The General began introductions as Allison and Jonathan moved from the table to greet the doctor. “I would like to introduce Dr. Little our new, and first, Nano Technology Division Director.”
Jonathan extended his hand to the doctor “It is good to meet you. I am agent Jonathan Wells and this is agent Allison Stewart.”
With this Allison then stepped forward with her hand out to shake the Dr.’s hand “It is good to meet you doctor.”
“Thank you. It is a pleasure to meet you both.” responded Dr. Little.
The General continued “The doctor and I were able to spend about an hour together during which I brought him up to speed on our current situation.” The doctor somberly shook his head in acknowledgement. “He understands that declining his new position is not a possible solution.” The general said in jest. Allison and Jonathan chuckled but it was clear the doctor was not amused. “In all seriousness the doctor has very graciously accepted the circumstances he has been given. His clearance has been approved by DATIS so our discussion can be candid at this time. Doctor we are sorry for not being able to disclose all circumstances until you had accepted the position, but as you now know it was unavoidable. As I mentioned currently agents Wells and Stewart are the only DATIS personnel that have been exposed to the nano technology threat. What we would like to do is ask you some key questions that will actually help us all determine our immediate direction. So anyone have any questions?” Every one shook their heads no so the general continued “I will begin. We believe the nano technology used in the Miami case I briefed you on poses a serious threat to not only the United States but ultimately the world. Would this be a true assessment in your opinion?”
The doctor looked around the room with a very somber look on his face. He looked down and paused before he looked up to respond in his British accent “The answer is yes. And I don’t mean to come across rude, but that is truly a serious understatement.” The doctor paused again as if trying to regroup.
“Doctor I am sorry I should have offered earlier, would you like a drink or something?” asked the general standing up.
“Yes actually. I would very much appreciate that general. Do you have some Scotch?
The general answered moving to the bar “Yes. How would you like it?”
“On ice please, thank you. Sorry, I am really not like this. It is just my colleagues and I had tremendous hopes for the use of nano technology. Truly world-wide life changing affects you know. We felt the adoption of nano technology would be extremely quick thus allowing protections to be created to keep pace… but now… Anyways, the general explained how the technology had been used, it became painfully obvious the world was in serious trouble and in a large part due to the work of myself and others.”
About that time the general handed him his drink “Thank you.” said the doctor.
The general responded “There is no blame doctor. This is an age old dilemma found with all new technologies. Those who are using this technology in an unethical manner are doing so to meet their own objectives of which you have no control.”
“I understand this but all of us knew the risk was there. We just chose to blindly move forward. I suppose the reason this is happening is because of the failure of nano technology for commercial uses. The demand required to make nano technology affordable is quite high and it is this that caused my former employer to abandon their efforts. But we are in a pickle now aren’t we. It has been quite a shock to my system, but know I will do all within my power to counter the improper use of nano technology. I am sure my colleagues will do the same.”
The general and Jonathan exchanged glances and Jonathan spoke up “Doctor please understand none of what we are doing is for anyone’s knowledge, not even your wife. At some point in the future I am sure it would be appropriate, but in the immediate future this will not be possible.”
“However we would like for you to make contact with your colleagues to help us gain information which may be helpful to determine who may be doing this.” added Allison.
Jonathan continued “This will be all explained to you during your weeks DATIS training. We had a specific curriculum developed for you to reduce your training time so we may start immediately.”
“I see. Yes of course. I must say I have pretty much been an open book all my life. I do understand what we must do and I can do this. No worries.” replied the doctor.
The general said “Doctor along this course of this discussion do you know what organization or whom could possess the nano technology used in the case we have shown you.”
“Well any of my colleagues, their associated companies I suppose. You see we all knew these covert applications were possible but we were all struggling so hard to bring a significant improvement to the world… We all had an unspoken understanding, code of ethics as it were. Naive it was. Anyway back to your question, I do not have any reason to suspect one more than another at this point. However I do need to review some correspondence with some of my colleagues. Most of our companies have been struggling with making nano technology profitable and many are in the same situation as I was at NGEN.” said Dr. Little.
Allison remarked “Doctor would you please provide us a list of those companies and scientist you did not have contact with. This may contain the list of who we are seeking to find as well.”
“Yes, sure.”
“Are there any nano-tech companies or scientist you feel would be more suspect to having crossed over the line and started down this path.” Allison continued.
“Truthfully, I never gave it much thought with my own work and all until the general provided a briefing.”
“Let me rephrase the question.” Allison continued “Did you ever have an uneasy feeling, or think something was different, out of the ordinary about any company or scientist.”
The doctor sat and thought for a moment and replied “Other than the fact I have often wondered how Nano-Tech was always able to raise so much investment capital and NGEN so little comparatively. That’s really all that strikes me at the moment.”
Allison, Jonathan and the general all glanced at each other.
“Doctor would you say that Nano-Tech raised more investment capital than most companies for this line of technology?” Allison probed.
“Oh my, yes. The most by far out of all of us.”
“Did you know their lead scientist or have any contact with him?” continued Allison.
“No, I did not. This is not unusual with the high competitiveness of the business. The scientist I converse with within nano technology I do so because I trust them as they are former classmates and colleagues prior to entering this industry. Otherwise I would not feel comfortable discussing most aspects of my work.”
“Thank you doctor.” replied Allison.
Jonathan then continued “Doctor could you describe how an organization would use nano technology in an operation such as that you have been briefed on. Please explain the technology in laymen’s terms.”
“I have been thinking about this. There are several advantages that could be derived from nano technology. One would be the ability to provide real time surveillance. You could literally see everything your enemy was doing before and during an operation. This surveillance could be placed where ever needed within any facility and would also be invisible and undetectable. How this is accomplished is by building nano networks. You see nanocells are the building blocks for this form of technology. Nanocells are used to build networks used for communications, construction of device and nanocell transportation. Nanocells are able to transport themselves through a magnetic highway as it were. Upon reaching their destination they can become a building blocks used to create communication networks, build devices such as a surveillance camera and apparently even a weapon. You see the other very troublesome aspect is the fact that because nanocells are so small this can be used to penetrate literally any structure, even the human body. This very room could be under surveillance and you would not be the wiser.” the doctor explained.
The general continued “Doctor the nano technology you worked on at NGEN how might it help us?”
“In quite a number of ways actually. Our product emphasis was in the medical field, specifically nano-surgery.”
The doctor had given his answer as if that should have been enough of an explanation. The general spoke up “Doctor, please elaborate on how NGEN products and technology will help our current situation.”
“You really did decide to buy the company in one day didn’t you?” the doctor looking in disbelief at the general. You could tell the doctor had a hard time fathoming how anyone would do this without proper due diligence but he collected himself and continued “Yes, well… the nanocell networks are common in the industry because in almost all applications you require the ability to transport nanocells to a specific location for many different purposes. In NGEN’s case our focus was surgery and what we offered was absolute precision for cases where normal methods were not feasible. For example, take a tumor which has encased the aorta. Through normal surgery this could not be performed but through nano-surgery and exact mapping it can be. We made it possible to allow for surgery to be done without ever lifting a scalpel. In order to perform this surgery a nanocell network is setup to pass through the patient to the specific area in the aorta and basically begin building thousands of layers between the tumor and the aorta tissue. A surgeon is then able to perform surgery to easily remove the tumor which has been separated from the aorta. Once this is accomplished then the nano network dissolves over a short period of time. So you see we have the ability to build nano networks which is the foundation for all relevant nano-technologies we will need. Nano networks are the foundation upon which all things are possible, communication, surveillance, devices, etc.”
The general continued "Our first order of business is to secure our facilities so we may operate with confidence. Doctor what can we do to insure our facilities are secure from nano reconnaissance?"
"This is actually rather complicated. Like many new technologies we worked on primary functionality and few if any secondary. However I do believe I can design a quick solution until a permanent solution can be developed."
"Doctor please explain what can be done in the short term and how long do you mean by short term?" asked the general.
"Yes, well my plan is to create a nano detection system. The actual electrical pulse used within a nano network is extremely low and could be masked by the location of the network, ambient interference and other options. For these reasons the only type of detection system which will work is one based on nano technology. The electrical pulse range used and the magnetic field make it possible to detected nano networks however. All nano networks would be detectable by this system. I believe this could be done in a few weeks General."
The general, Jonathan and Allison all looked and each other with this good news the doctor had given without even knowing.
"Two weeks we could start to deploy a nano-detection system?" said Jonathan.
"Give or take a day, but yes. Remember this is a temporary solution until we have appropriate time to design a more effective solution."
"Excellent." replied the general as you could see a little relief and hope on everyone’s face in the room.
Everyone was now sitting upright and leaning forward as Allison continued the questions "How soon before we can establish our own reconnaissance and assault nano technology?"
The doctor started to rub his forehead with his right hand as he pondered the question. After about a full minute he then responded "Let’s discuss nano reconnaissance. This is ready now actually. Essentially we already perform what current surveillance systems do for a building we do inside the human body. This is done through the same principal all cameras are based on. The image is exposed to a nano-cell negative as it were and the data is passed back through the nano network and assembled into an image for viewing. We only need to adjust our nanocell composition for use in the environment instead the human body. This can be done in a matter of hours."
"Doctor from the length of time you pondered the question the issue is going to be the creation of nano assault devices?" interjected the general wanting to get to the problem issue quickly.
"Well it is more that is a new application not as much as a difficult one. Finding the poisonous nano rods was an important technological road map for us. That alone is what I was thinking about really and how we could piggy back upon what has already been deployed as a solution. It is prudent to take seriously what they have designed as they have done so purposely and we can use this to shorten our design time to counter their technology equally while at the same time improve on its design. I need a few days but I believe through the use of pneumatics we can have our first nano assault weapon in about a month."
The group all shook their heads in approval and looked around at each other. The general finally replied “Doctor once we have completed this project I have some other DATIS Departments for you to evaluate. Their time frames are MUCH longer.”
The doctor smiled realizing what the general was suggesting "First of all we are not operating under normal circumstances so my time frames have been adjusted accordingly. Secondly is the fact we are able to respond quickly due to the fact that nano technology is designed to be nimble, truly building blocks for a variety of uses. We are able to take blue prints and build devices if needed directly from them. There is a lot we can improve here because this was not NGEN’s focus for our applications, however the infrastructure is there and we simply need to improve upon it.”
“There is something else you probably have already thought about and that is the fact that the nano technology community is a small one. If you go around asking different companies a lot of questions it is quite likely you will tip off the organization behind these current activities they have been discovered and that would be bad for us at this point.” continued the doctor.
Jonathan went ahead and finished for the doctor and added “Yes, we need to establish our own nano defense measures through detection, surveillance and assault systems before we start alerting our advisory so we have a better chance of catching up to their capabilities and winning this war. We need to fly under their radar so they think they are still in control with no opposition. This will hopefully keep their guard down and minimize their own internal need to improve on and create more weapons.”
“I agree, but we could also alert them if the normal investigation expected does not occur as well.” Allison added. “Don’t forget Cooper. He is available tomorrow. We can use his former detective status to ask questions as a local authority. This would minimize the level of alert status but yet allow us to plant whatever seeds into the targets mind.”
“No, we can’t do this. If he goes to a nano technology company then they will know this would be picked up by DATIS and we would be on the case. I think for now we keep hands off and we do research behind the scenes to try and identify our opponent. When we have some of our own weapons then we can try to flush them out into the open and not be defenseless as we are now. Remember they are currently targeting negative elements in society. This was a drug related hit and was not posing a direct threat to civilians not engaged in illegal activity. We all know however there isn’t a country that would not pay any amount to have this available to them.” commented the general. “No, let’s try and fly under the radar. The NGEN purchase has been setup as a lease therefore it will not appear as a DATIS facility. Doctor when you return to England make the necessary arrangements to rehire the staff needed to become functional immediately. Error on the side of too much help to insure we have the resources needed. Will you have any trouble keeping the true identity of the work secret?”
“No. However I do need several key managers who will need to know what we are doing.” answered the doctor.
“I will arrange for DATIS human resource and trainers to meet you at the facility tomorrow. They will handle the paper work and background checks on these individuals. You will need to supply a list of these personnel and their identification information. We will do this onsite to minimize traffic to our facility just in case we are under surveillance at this time.” continued the General.
“Yes general.” answered the doctor.
The general stood up from the table “Allison, Jonathan you two try to identify our threat without them knowing we are onto them. Also bring Cooper up to speed and see what he can find out locally on the Miami case. Be sure he understands he is to act as a local authority without any knowledge about the use of nano technology. Any questions, comments?”
Everyone shook their head no. The General seeing their response said “Ok. Good luck everyone. File your findings in DATIS and we will meet when appropriate. Doctor I will escort you to your transportation.”
Allison and Jonathan shook the doctor’s hand good bye and remained in the conference room. After the General and the doctor had left Jonathan looked at Allison “Got to hand it to the general, he did find a way to give us a chance to win this thing.”
Allison replied with a solemn expression “Yes, but I think this is going to be a very long and dangerous process. But I do feel we have a chance now where before now I wasn’t so sure.”
Chapter 15 ISS Becomes the Farm Team
Roe was sitting on the patio of his villa in Belize. He was looking out over the ocean thinking about the ISS and its next move when his secure line on his cell phone went off. Roe looked around to make sure he was alone and answered "Roe here."
It was his chief scientist Dr. DeSmitt "Hello Mr. Roe. There has been a most interesting news report about a coup of the Brazilian government. I thought you should know about."
"What relevance does this have with us?" asked Roe.
DeSmitt read an excerpt from the article “The coup occurred over a one hour time span resulting in the complete eradication of the two thousand five hundred plus troops stationed at the capital and nearby military base... all without a shot being fired. Phillipe Alverez General of the Liberation Army led the assault and released a statement to the press. “We have taken control of the Brazilian government to once again place the power back in the people’s hands. I will make sure the people are heard. Anyone one thinking they can over throw the new Liberation government should consider our advanced weapons. Any such attempt will be futile regardless of what country may try to exploit the current state of Brazil...”
“It sounds very familiar." commented Dr. DeSmitt.
Roe immediately felt a knot in his stomach. He knew the doctor was right. This had to be a nano based assault and it was used in a military coup! "Contact Mac, ask him to send one red team and one blue team member to the location immediately. Their job is to find and verify the use of nano technology in this coup. They needed to be on a plane five minutes ago. Keep me posted the minute you hear anything from them. Appreciate you being alert on this. I will be waiting to hear from you." Roe then set his phone down slowly.
Roe's mind was racing. This was sure to alert DATIS of the use of nano technology if their own ISS operations had not done so already. This could be the early end to a good thing. Then an idea came to him. It is possible that DATIS would purchase NanoTech in order to offset something that was quite literally a worldwide threat. NanoTech could provide DATIS with an immediate response to any threat. He knew DATIS would have to own them and would not contract their services so this would be the only way. He had often thought that DATIS might even proclaim imminent domain on nano technology which had never been enacted in history but the ramifications were this significant to make it such. The only real snag was their recent activities… but they really did not have a choice other than to pursue this with DATIS after the Brazilian coup and its utilization of nano technology. This will be the only course of action DATIS would take and he had to make sure DATIS considered NanoTech or they would be completely out of business which would seal Roe’s death warrant by some of his less than stellar investors. Roe wondered who was behind the nano technology used? It was a small technical community so he knew he had to know something about its originators. One thing’s for sure they do realize the value of their services as they went for the big money first. He was sure this Brazilian example was intended to be a sales demo and would be used to leverage against with other political factions who could pay the money required. He thought to himself this is odd but thinking about this type of warfare in the hands of someone else was very unsettling. “Well we have only one option to go forward with and I think it will work.” He thought to himself.
Roe picked up his phone again and called his assistant “Hello John, please do some research on DATIS for me. I need to know who their director is, his back ground, accomplishments, etc. Also please provide any information on DATIS’s organizational structure and keep your eyes open for anything you think might be pertinent to ISS or NanoTech. Please let me know when this is ready. Thank you.”
As he laid done the phone he pondered whether he should discuss this approaching DATIS with the others. They were on a retreat to do this very thing, but he thought better of it. I will discuss this with Mac and review what we find in Brazil then prepare a plan. “Just when we have some success it gets messy again. Will it ever be easy or will that only come after they bury me. I am too old for all these gyrations.” Roe thought to himself.
Chapter 16 When it Rains it Floods
The general had just returned to his office when his PDU started to buzz. It was an Urgent Alert from DATIS. DATIS Operations Alert: Orlando, local authorities reported another assault on a drug facility with the same profile as that of the Miami case. The message had also been sent to agents Jonathan and Allison as well. The general thought "We may not have as much times as we had hoped.”
The general selected the conference call option from his PDU and called both agents. Allison responded first. The PDU showed her location at the Miami DATIS Resource lab. Jonathan soon joined. His location was at a cafe within the Miami DATIS facility. The general launched right into the subject. “No doubt you have seen the alert. Have agent Cooper investigate this. Jonathan explain to him what we are looking for. This will keep you two free to continue working on your current assignments. Any questions?"
The agents responded "No sir."
"Thank you. That is all." said the general as he disconnected his PDU's communication. The general thought “I hope whoever is doing this is not looking to expand.” The general has surmised that the organization performing these operations had targeted criminal elements and this was a good thing. It would give them time to build up their counter measures hopefully before they escalated to more potentially threatening endeavors. It was still a very serious threat but if the opposition stayed the course DATIS might have a chance catch up technically and be able to counter in the future. About this time the generals DATIS PDU displayed a new alert, "Potential Technology Case Match: Brasilia, Brazil, Hostile government coup. 2,574 politicians, staff and soldiers were killed in a surprise attack. Length of attack was reported at less than one hour although concise time frames have not been verified. Reports indicate the coup was committed by the Liberation Army however a very small military contingent has been accounted for..." the report continued. The general sat down and felt as if his worst fears had become a reality. Their opponent has already moved into more lucrative activities which could and most definitely escalate into dire worldwide affects in a short time. The general knew that Jonathan and Allison had received the same alert and he wanted to respond quickly to them to keep them confident and focused. Once again he selected the conference option and both agents answered quickly.
"We need to quit meeting like this. I would like you two to go to Brazil and check this out. Gather some samples and learn what you can. If it is the organization we are chasing they have just moved up the food chain. We need to determine if this is a non-based operation. I don’t need to expand on the ramifications of this. Any questions?" said the general.
"No sir." replied Jonathan and Allison.
"Take a support team with you. It is your job to collect the samples and get them as fast as possible to the support team. They are to transport these samples to the lab as soon as possible. File your findings often so DATIS will have access for processing. Be careful down there. Government takeovers tend to get a lot of people worked up. I will be informing the President of these latest developments so he can start preparing for more funding. I went over the limit with the NGEN deal you might say. Alright good luck and see you in a few days."
Jonathan called Allison and said "Are you ready for a trip?"
"Always." responded Allison "Let's go with married couple, on vacation, flying coach. Couples premise to continue trip, they paid good money and are determined, government or no government, they are going to have a good time. This sound good to you?”
“Nice, will wait to receive flight information and meet you before we depart for the airport. I am meeting Cooper in ten minutes and discuss his Orlando mission. Then I will review the information on the Brazil case file until we meet up so we can review on the flight.” responded Jonathan.
“OK. Will have arrangements made and circle back with details. Talk to you in a few.” said Allison.
As Jonathan sat in the restaurant waiting for Cooper to arrive he recalled being frustrated from lack of any real cases just a week ago and here he is now in the middle of the most serious threat the world has ever faced. He said to himself “Its game time.”
Cooper soon arrived at the restaurant. “Hello Cooper. You don’t appear the worse for wear from the DATIS training.” Jonathan needled.
“Hello Jonathan. I felt like I was at the academy again only this time it was about protocol and amazing toys.” replied Cooper. “If we carried the PDU alone and had access to DATIS, do you know how many more crimes we could have solved, hell even prevented?”
“I am sure it was quite a shock to the system, but you realize the risk of having that technology accessible in mass as well?” Jonathan replied.
“Yes, they did make that clear but it is still frustrating knowing that this is available. I referenced Carlos from the Miami case and I learned more about their organization in fifteen minutes than four full years of undercover work, informants,…” Shaking his head he continued “There has to be a way to make this available at some point.”
“Hey with your help maybe we can some day. The general is always open to ideas.” Jonathan answered feeling the genuine concern Cooper had about how much time he wasted and the dangers he and his team had endured.
Cooper looked at Jonathan and said “The general could give a rat’s ass about that stuff.”
Jonathan’s face turned immediately serious “Cooper the general is a very proud man who only has one objective and that is to protect the people of the United States and their way of life. As imperfect as it may be it is the only reason he breathes. His performance the other day was a test of you to see if you could conform to orders. He is a direct man and can read people quickly. You passed, but you should never question his motive and you will never need to guess his motive. It is this one thing and one thing only.” Jonathan then leaned back in his seat and relaxed a little “Besides I am sure you can relate to this. From your file you have been very tenacious in your own activities pursuing the same objective if you ask me.”
“Alright, the man’s a patriot. I can appreciate that. When he came after me I am not used to backing down that’s all.” said Cooper calming down.
“Speaking of the general he has his first assignment for you. He wants you to investigate the Orlando case. The PDU you are carrying will allow you access to the DATIS Miami and Orlando Case Reports. The Miami case will give you information about what was found by our labs. It appears nano technology was used. Are you familiar with this technology?” ask Jonathan.
“No. I have just heard on the news, all the money invested in it and it was to provide much better health care. That’s about all I know.” replied Cooper.
“Yes well that is what everyone thought it appears, even DATIS. Until now there had been no such recorded activity of its use in a hostile act. This has changed. You will see from the information provided now by DATIS there are a good many applications for this apparently invisible technology from espionage to terrorism. The technology can not only provide real time reconnaissance but also dispatch enemies instantly. Now you know why the general so quickly added you to our team. So what he is asking you to do is look for evidence at the Miami facility and anything else out of the ordinary. The one caveat to this whole endeavor is you ARE NOT to mention or ask anyone about nano technology at this time. We have an opportunity to gain some time if our opponent thinks they are still the only game in town so we do not want to alert them about this in any way.”
From Coopers face you could see he was in distress “That could be a major problem couldn’t it.”
“As you think about this the threat of this technology grows exponentially. I personally do not think about it now as I have resolved this is the greatest threat we have faced in the history of our planet. Read your PDU files as suggested and you will grasp the full impact quickly. However there is hope. The general has already been able to accumulate counter measures we can start utilizing within a few weeks. After you file your report I will release this information to you. Understand you are only one of five people in the world who knows what we are doing.” Jonathan paused for a moment and continued. “You do not appear to me to be someone who is lax in information, but make no mistake the general will kill anyone who lets any information out on this.”
Cooper seemed to take this in stride and replied “From the general’s mood yesterday I would say that is not a surprise. Are there any other instruments I need to carry to detect the materials I am looking for?”
“Not as yet, but the case file will show you what was found last time and you are familiar with the substances you found at the Miami crime scene which were nano materials. The small rods you found before would be proof enough. We have had an environmental tent placed around the Orlando site to insure as much evidence as possible would be left intact. It appears heat is used to destroy some of the nano-materials over a short amount of time.” Jonathan responded.
“Ok, on it.” Cooper said getting up from the table.
Jonathan rose from the table and said “Place your report in DATIS as soon as possible. A DATIS support team member is to go onsite with you. Once you have gathered samples you will pass them on to them and they will take them immediately to our lab. Any questions?”
“No.” responded Cooper as the two shook hands.
“Good luck and return as soon as possible to DATIS. I am sure the general will have more for you to do.” Jonathan finished. Cooper nodded his head and left the restaurant while Jonathan checked his PDU to see if there was any more information from Allison or DATIS.
Chapter 17 ISS Scouting Mission
ISS’s two man recon team arrived in Brasilia, the capital of Brazil, on a commercial charter to not raise any attention. Mac had selected red team member Dan Knight also known as “Danny Boy” who had served under Mac in his Special Forces command for almost ten years before joining the ISS. He was thirty five years old, six foot tall, lean and muscled. The blue team member was Jim Ogle. He was forty four years old, about five feet five inches tall, balding and a little over weight. Tom had moved over from Nano-Tech into the ISS division when it was formed. Tom was versed in all Nano-Tech technologies but also had other talents useful for this mission. He knew Portuguese, the common language in Brazil. He had no field experience but Knight was chosen to offset this. Together Mac felt they were a good team for this mission.
Upon entering the hotel room Knight sent a message to ISS head quarters letting them know they had successfully arrived and were beginning operations. Knight received acknowledgement and coordinates for the drop point that night. Knight said “Tom I have checked in and received instructions for tonight’s meeting.”
“Good.” said Tom. “I need to secure this area before we make an initial examination of the target site.”
Knight moved towards the door to the room and locked it. He then went to the window and closed the blinds as he scanned the area. He then stood to the side of the window where he could look through the gap between the window and curtain to continue to scan the area.
Ogle placed his suit case on the bed and removed his doc kit. He then removed his laptop from his brief case and placed it upon a desk in the room. He then opened his laptop so it would start initializing. He then removed a shaving cream can from his doc kit and proceeded to unscrew the lid. He then turned the can upside down on top of the lid he had just removed. He then plugged a USB cable into the cans lid and then into his laptop. His laptop had booted now and he entered his password and then started a nano network intrusion detection system application designed to trace any entrance into the room by anyone other than the two team members on location. In their shoes was a magnetic signature which the system would recognize as theirs but anyone else entering the room would cause a breach.
Ogle said “Let’s go. The system will establish the nano network detection and the intruder detection systems while we are gone.”
The nano network detection system was an ISS nano based technology that would detect the existence of any nano networks in the vicinity where it was installed. Once established in their room the system would alert them to the existence of any nano network that may already exist or any that may be introduced in the future. The shaving cream can actually was a nanocell container with a built in nano-router. The laptop provided the nano command center and the nano network schematics to be built which consisted of; two nano networks, intruder detection and nano network detection. The shaving cream can provided enough nano-cells for the intruder detection network to be established within the room. The reason for the night drop was to receive additional nano-cells and nano-equipment to establish a command center from the hotel room to the capital. They would use this to search for the existence of any nano based technologies that might have been used in the coup.
Knight and Ogle left the room at the same time and shut the door behind them. Knight said “You lead so that if we encounter any one you will be able to converse with them. I will give you directions on how to get to the capital as we go. It is only three blocks away.”
“Ok.” answered Ogle as they left the hotel and started toward the capital.
As they walked down the sidewalk the streets were busy with traffic that did not seem to be moving and the sidewalks were extremely crowded with people. Knight was inconspicuously scanning the route they were traveling and from where they had come. Ogle was plodding along as if in a rush.
Knight grabbed Ogle’s arm and said without looking at him “Slow down. We need to blend in. Just walk at a normal pace and take it easy and we will be fine.”
“Sure, thanks.” answered Ogle.
“If you have questions, comments as we go that’s not a problem. It will appear more natural to be having a discussion but don’t force it. Only ask what you need or really want to ask. Makes it natural.” continued Knight. “Take the dark haired fox over there with the big conzanga’s, yowser! It would be perfectly natural to ask me if those are real or not.”
Ogle just looked at him as if to say are you kidding. Knight responded “That’s a natural question Ogle. You got to loosen up man. We can’t be tense when we come near the guards. That can only lead to trouble.”
“I will be fine. Give me a minute.” replied Ogle.
Knight continued as they came up on a corner “We go left here. The capital is straight ahead two blocks.” They crossed the road and started towards the capital.
As they came upon the capital they could see several hundred people blocking the only street entrance viewable into the capital. Some of the people were crying on their knees, others were shouting, some were carrying signs and others just stood there looking at the capitol building.
Ogle said “The people are shouting that General Alverez is a murdering coward. The signs have the same common theme. Someone yelled to use poisonous gas is the act of a coward.” With this last statement he looked back at Knight.
Knight said “For the uneducated that would be a natural assumption. Keep your ears open while we walk to the left a few blocks to where the military base is. We will not get to close but let’s see if there is anything unusual.” Ogle looked at him and nodded his head in acknowledgment.
There was a group of people starting to walk in the direction they were going so they joined the group and started to walk toward the military base. As they walked along on the sidewalk they came close to a twelve foot fence topped with barb wire that enclosed the capital building itself. There were guards heavily positioned at the gate but few scattered around the perimeter which seemed odd to Knight, especially just after a coup. He turned to the side quickly as they walked to take pictures with a concealed camera mounted within his St. Louis Cardinals baseball hat decoyed as an air vent. He simply touched the back of the hat to take pictures which were stored in a micro SD card stitched into the caps head band. Other than the area of the front entrance all seemed to be fairly quiet. Coups used to be common place in South America but it had been fifty years since the last coup had taken place so Knight thought it odd to not have more activity by civilians. He did not feel the country should be suffering from apathy like found in many middle-east countries where a different coup happens every other week. As they walked further they passed some warehouses on the right just past the capitals fence line. On the left were some residential houses.
As they crested the hill they began to hear men shouting orders and heavy equipment moving. On their left they began to see part of the military base. It was crawling with activity much different than what had been observed at the capitol building. The activity was the loading of body bags for transport to some location. Due to the large body count they had brought the bodies here to stage their removal. Knight leaned over to Ogle "Find out if you can where they are taking the bodies."
Ogle slightly nodded his head to indicate he understood. The site of all the body bags had brought everything into perspective for Ogle. He had a new sense of performing his task with caution.
As they neared the complex entrance there were many people standing near the fence that encompassed the compound just watching the bodies being loaded onto trucks. There were many military guards stationed at the entrance. About the time they arrived at the entrance a truck was just leaving. The guards opened one side of the gates to allow the truck to pass. There was a driver and a soldier armed with an AK47 as a passenger. On the back were also two guards armed with AK47's. The people at the gate moved back in unison as if they had done this before to allow the truck to pass. Some people started to have a conversation about where they were taking the bodies. Ogle tried to listen to their conversation. Upon completion of their discussion Ogle leaned to Knight "They said their bodies are being taken to be cremated. That is why so many are here is to pay their respects to their loved ones. They are not allowed any contact with the bodies." Knight shook his head to acknowledge he understood.
Knight then tapped Ogle's arm and started to leave the area and head back to the hotel. As they headed back Knight estimated a force of five hundred troops in the compound at that time. There was a small air field where there were three HUEY class helicopters and several hangars where there were probably F15's the United States had probably sold to them some years ago.
Once clear of the compound Ogle continued to scan infrastructure such as the sewer system, building structures, etc. He would use this information to develop the path the nano network would traverse. Knight having captured images of the capital and military base he needed he started scanning for possible hostiles in the crowd and any that might be following them.
As they approached the hotel Knight was satisfied that they had not been followed and other than armed Brazil military personnel driving around in vehicles and a few walking in the crowd he was satisfied at least visibly all was going well.
They soon reached the hotel. Looking forward Knight told Ogle to go to the restroom and he then split off into the lobby area of the hotel. Knight quickly positioned himself at a hotel table and picked up a newspaper. He was doing a final check to make sure they had not been followed before they headed to their hotel room.
After five minutes Ogle emerged back in the lobby at which point Knight satisfied all was clear rose from the table and they headed to their room. Ogle stopped three feet from the front of the door way. He looked at the sides of the door entry and satisfied all was clear proceeded to swipe his card to open the door. They both entered the room.
Knight said “What were you looking for?”
“I set the intruder detection system to alert us by creating a two centimeter long, 3 millimeter wide, red line on either side of the doorway if a human intruder or nano network had been detected while we were gone. The system will also send us a text message on our communicators as well. The absence of this indicated that no intruder alerts had been detected.” answered Ogle.
“Sweet, a watch dog without the mess!” answered Knight. “Let’s go ahead and file our reports and then get something to eat.”
“Sure.” replied Ogle as he sat down to his laptop to fill out his report. ISS used NanoTech’s own encrypted satellite communications network to create their own private communications system. NanoTech had also engineered secure keyboards into their laptops and stand alone workstations that recognized a users finger prints on EVERY key. If a different user other than an approved ISS team member was detected the system would not provide a system error or warning message but simply launch into a bogus application giving the user the feeling they were processing real information. The system then accumulated what applications and data the user was trying to access, the actual data the user entered into the system, their finger prints were recorded and transmitted and the GPS system was activated to let ISS know where the unit was located. All employees within NanoTech had been using this technology for almost four years without their knowledge. This had proven to be a valuable tool for NanoTech to prevent industrial espionage and for general employee management. Knight was using a NanoTech handheld field device which provided basic applications only.
Ogles report read: The command center will be from our room at the hotel. The network will traverse mostly in the sub-terrain of the sewer system. There will be exposed runs as well to connect to other sub-terrain access points. The final access will be externally through the venting systems observed at the capital and the military base. The venting will be used to spread to different rooms searching for the detection of any functioning nano networks. The vents themselves will be checked as well every ten meters with complete surface area nano-detection mapping as the duct work is optimum for any nano network to penetrate any facility. The distance for the network overall is farther than we normally prefer without repeaters and additional routers, however in light of the limited time we will use the network this is acceptable. No surprises at this time. The package of toys planned for the drop will be sufficient for the project. End Transmission.
Knight’s report read: Arrived without detection by opposition forces. Escorted blue team asset on recon of designated targets. At the capitol building military armed guards were heavily positioned at the front gate but surprisingly very few scattered around the perimeter which seemed odd especially just after a political take over. I have sent photos of the capital’s main gate and grounds. The military base has approximately five hundred military personnel onsite. The military base contains barracks, an office head quarters and an air field. There were three HUEY class helicopters observed with several hangars which probably housed F15’s but not confirmed. The majority of military personnel were engaged in the loading and transporting of bodies apparently from the coup attack. Civilians were heard discussing the fact that they had no access to the bodies of those killed and they were being transported to a location for cremation. There was also talk that the people at the capitol and military base were killed by poisonous gas. I speculate this assumption would correlate to the same effect of our nano assassins. Return route met with no opposition or detection. Nano-intruder detection system was established while on recon and registered no intrusions during our excursion. Night drop is a go as planned. Will escort blue team asset to cafe across from hotel and continue to scan for opposition. While on night drop excursion blue team asset will establish nano-command center so construction can commence immediately. End Transmission.
Ogle and Knight finished their report about the same time. It was around 16:10 in the afternoon with the sun going down around 19:05. The drop was to take place at 20:19. Knight was going to go alone on the night air drop. His experience and physical attributes would make Ogle’s presence on the mission a liability. Ogle would be setting up the command center in Knights absence. Since they had some time left they decided to get something to eat.
Knight suggested “Let’s go to the cafe just across the street. We can position ourselves at a table towards the back and this will give us a great vantage point to scan for any possible opposition.”
“I don’t know about you but some food sounds good to me. I’ll leave the recon stuff to you while I look natural eating!” jibbed Ogle referring to Knights comment earlier. Knight headed for the door and without looking at Ogle said “From the looks of it you will probably be very convincing.”
Knight just smiled and Ogle said “Touché!”
The intruder detection system was in place and they headed out of the hotel to get something to eat. Ogle and Knight had requested a table on the patio towards the back as Knight had suggested and they had placed their order. While taking in the sights Knight felt his PDA vibrating. He unhooked it from its clip and saw “Intruder Detection Alert. Code: NN. Take immediate evasive action”.
Knight muttered “What the hell.” as he read the message again.
Ogle leaned over and read the message. He then grabbed Knight by the arm and said quietly with a definite scared look on his face “We have to leave immediately.” Knight grasping what had just occurred led them calmly way off the patio.
After they left the cafe they immediately turned right at the corner and headed north out of town. As soon as there was no one around Knight said “How long do we have before they figure out our identities?”
Ogle said “That is hard to say. It could be a nano network designed to recon and not detect other networks, however I would guess it has the ability to detect other networks. If this is the case they already know our specific location and have already sent agents to the hotel to try and apprehend us.”
“We will assume the worst. Give me the passport you used to enter the country.” continued Knight as he headed into a park and headed toward some trees. Ogle gave him the passport as they stepped into a wooded area within the park. Knight then found a large rock which he lifted one end and placed both their passports under it.
“Get your secondary passport readily available in case we need it.” Knight said
Knight then headed to a stream close by. He glanced behind him to make sure Ogle was keeping up. As they arrived at the stream Knight stepped into the stream and said “This will buy us some time if they use dogs to track us. We left our stuff is in the room so they will be able to get our scents quickly for the dogs.”
They continued to head north walking in the shallow stream. Knight then pulled out his PDA and called in to ISS headquarters. Knight said “Wolf Den. This is Wolf Pack leader requesting immediate evacuation. Repeat. Wolf Den. This is Wolf Pack leader requesting immediate evacuation.”
“Wolf Pack this is Wolf Den, we copy. Continue to alpha extraction point unless notified otherwise.” responded the Blue Team command center.
“Roger that Wolf Den, we are heading to rendezvous alpha extraction point now. Communicate to Wolf Den Leader the mission is a success. Repeat mission is a success. Wolf Pack however has been compromised and is requesting immediate extraction. Communication needs to be stealth. Will respond when able. Continuing to extraction point. Send ETA on rendezvous. Wolf Pack out.”
“A voice on the other end said “Roger that. Will confirm ETA within ten minutes. Assets are on scramble now.” said the ISS blue team command center.
Knight then said to Ogle “We are heading to the predetermined emergency extraction. They are to confirm our rendezvous ETA within ten minutes.”
Ogle asked “How long do you guess before our ride is here.”
Knight answered “It was anticipated to be a two hour window for this action. I do not see why this would not be the case. We need to hump at a slow, steady pace to our rendezvous point. I would imagine since they did not find us at the hotel they will soon start the sirens to try and flush us out and make people aware of any unusual activity or persons. We look like tourists so we will definitely stand out. We need to minimize our exposure and blend in as much as possible.”
“I will follow your lead.” responded Ogle.
“If we need to communicate with anyone you are to take center stage and converse with whomever. Remember, just keep your cool. They will always start with you are guilty regardless trying to sweat you out. If they bring out the dogs then I will take over and follow my lead.” continued Knight.
Ogle replied nervously “Ok.”
Knight sensing Ogles stress said “Chin up cowboy, we are in good shape. We have planned for this contingency and look at it this way, the mission is already a success and we get a direct flight home!”
Ogle chuckled at this and said “You get us out of this and I owe you the dinner we didn’t have.”
“Fair enough, of course I might drink the main course when we get back home!” Knight said as he pushed on in the stream. About that time Knights communicator vibrated. The message said “Extraction in one hour forty-five minutes. Extraction team will wait outside perimeter for confirmation you are on location before making final approach to extraction point. Please acknowledge.”
Knight responded “Understood, proceeding to rendezvous point.”
Knight looked down at his watch which had a built in GPS to direct him to the extraction point. They had walked about one mile in the stream when Knight exited the stream and headed for a small group of stores. Knight was obviously looking for something when he said “Damn I am good.”
Ogle a little puzzled said “Would you like to share your revelation?”
“Yes, there is a general clothing store and they sell shoes and boots, see the signs. Go in there and buy me a size eleven pair of boots and whatever size you need. This will allow us to throw the dogs off. I am going to wait over there by the gas station so we are not seen together in the store. Don’t be picky just get a military looking boot if they have it, if not just pick anything, but do it quickly.” Knight said.
Ogle looked apprehensive but understood and said “Wish me luck.” Ogle then headed into the store while Knight walked over to the gas station and a soda machine there. He began placing money in the machine while watching the store when a truck of soldiers went speeding by the gas station heading in the direction of the hotel. Knight just kept on working with the soda machine slowly.
Ogle soon emerged from the store with two boxes of boots. Knight motioned for Ogle to come over to him. Knight then started toward the bathroom at the gas station. As he reached the door he told Ogle to change into the boots in bathroom and carry your shoes out. Ogle immediately entered the bathroom and changed into the boots. Knight then went in when Ogle came out. Soon they were walking again. Knight took the boxes and threw them into an open trash can and then threw their old shoes into a dumpster behind a restaurant next to the gas station.
Knight then said “Ok, we are going to head toward those side streets which the military will probably not pursue first thinking we will stay on the main streets because of being unfamiliar with the area. We are still on target to be forty five minutes early to our pickup point.”
Ogle then said “You really respect a dogs tracking capability.”
Knight said without looking “Well I have been chased by dogs a few times and unlike a nano network dogs require no setup, deploy immediately and are able to track even the slightest scent of its prey. So yes I do respect tracking dogs. In the jungle I did not have the benefit of finding a shoe store either to help throw them off the trail so you could say we are blessed.”
Knight and Ogle continued to the rendezvous point without incident and arrived as Knight had said about forty five minutes ahead of schedule. The rendezvous point was a corn field just on the outskirts of the capital city. The corn had been harvested so it was a perfect spot to put a helicopter down quickly with a good view of the immediate area. Knight and Ogle hid in some bushes near the field until there were no cars around and then moved quickly into a row of trees situated next to the corn field. Knight laid down and surveyed the area as Ogle laid next to him. “I am going to report we are at the rendezvous point. With any luck they will pick us up a little early.” Knight then sent a message to the ISS blue team command center. He received acknowledgement from the ISS blue team command center and that they were inbound and on time for extraction.
“Ok, all we need to do is wait until they pick us up. We need to lay low to make sure no one sees us. I would hate to get this far to end up getting captured or skewered.” said Knight.
Hearing Knight’s comments Ogle scrunched down a little farther and responded “Ok.”
With the time they had to wait Knight asked Ogle a question “So the nano intrusion system detected another nano network?”
“Yes, that’s what the –NN- meant in the message, Nano –Network.” said Ogle
“Wow, really did not expect that to happen.” Knight continued.
Ogle said “It is disturbing to think that third world countries could have access to a technology that can be horrific in the wrong hands.”
“We are not exactly boy scouts either.” replied Knight
Ogle immediately responded and it was apparent he had thought about this before “Drug operations are a far cry from the massacre of military personnel, politicians and the civilians we saw here. We are doing the country a service they should have done themselves.”
Knight just smiled “Ogle if I didn’t know any better I would say you were starting to think like a soldier.”
Ogle catching himself a little from his very energetic response said “I am a soldier, a nano soldier.” and he smiled slightly.
“And that my friend is the most dangerous soldier I have ever met! You are invisible, mobile and attack with extreme prejudice… given enough time.” needled Knight.
Ogle caught the “enough time” comment and shot back “I don’t need a lot of time, but the little I do need let’s me run the table.”
Knight smiled bigger “I will not argue that my friend… not at all. All kidding aside you have any idea what other organization could have done this?”
“It would be a fairly safe bet it is another nano tech company since we all had the same hardships in providing an affordable product. I am sure they all have investor like we did and they only care about profitability. Regardless it is a reckless use of the technology. A whole government overthrown, two thousand five hundred people killed, that is quite a leap for any organization that is not military.” responded Ogle.
“I knew it wouldn’t last forever but I did like being the only game in town. I did figure it would end up this way though. Always does. Anything new is only new for a very short time before here come the knock offs. In this case you really can be knocked off very easily however. Nano is some very dangerous shit to say the least.” Knight continued.
Ogle said “You handled our exit very well. I thank you for it. That could have gone much differently.”
“Well don’t get to cozy, we are not on that chopper yet. As soon as we are you can get me a drink. I have lost many a friend in these last moments of an operation so we need to keep our focus and pray this extraction team is not doing any site seeing.” replied Knight. “They should be getting here anytime if all is still ago.”
About that time you could hear dogs barking in the distance. They both looked at each other but did not say anything. Knight said “We have fifteen minutes before we need to break out to the second rendezvous point. The effort we put into taking the dogs off our scent will pay off right now. If we hadn’t taken the time, they would be here already. Trust me have some time.”
About that time Knights PDA went off, “Ready to approach rendezvous point. Clear for extraction?”
Knight keyed in “All clear, cows and us.”
“Proceed immediately to the pickup point. We will be there in one minute.” responded the extraction team.
Knight said to Ogle “Let’s go. Follow my lead. Never run unless you can see the chopper and it is landing in front of you.”
As they moved to the extraction point they looked around to see if any opposition was within firing range but they did not see anyone. Soon they heard the helicopter and within a few more seconds it was within sight. The helicopter had the United Nations seal on it and the crew was wearing the United Nations international uniform. As the helicopter touched down in front of them they ran the last fifty yards and entered the helicopter which then lifted off immediately.
Once inside a crew member shut the door behind them and another threw each of them United Nations uniforms to put on that matched theirs. A crew member said smiling “Welcome to the safe zone compadres. Put those uniforms on. We have to do our last attempt to deliver supplies to the new government.”
Knight just smiled. Ogle saw Knight’s reaction and asked the crew member “We are going to the capital to deliver supplies?”
The crew member looked at Ogle and responded “Yeah. If they take us up on it this time I hope they don’t want much. All we have are those two cases of water behind you.” and then he smiled real big.
Ogle looked behind himself and there was one full case of bottled water and another that was missing a couple of bottles. Seeing that Ogle did not quite understand yet the crew member continued “You see since you arrived here Mac has had us making runs here in an attempt to drop off our supplies knowing full well we would be rejected from landing. So today we make our third staged attempt to drop off humanitarian aid at the military base and at which point we will fully expect to be rejected again and then we can return to our base with no one the wiser. These supply attempts were to provide us with a cover in the event we really did need to make an emergency extraction of your team.”
“I see.” said Ogle. “Good idea.”
Knight said “Ogle we are not headed home yet, so stay alert.”
Ogle shook his head “Alright but it beats being on the ground with the dogs.”
“It is an improvement. I will give you that.” responded Knight.
Soon they were approaching the military base front entrance where they had been earlier in the day. A crew member leaned over and said “You guys just sit there with the helmets on so they can’t see your faces in case any of them could possibly recognize you.”
The pilot turned on his headset microphone and announced over the choppers external PA system like they had done many times already “This is a United Nations sanctioned humanitarian assistance effort to provide supplies to the government of Brazil. May we land to drop off supplies?”
The military personnel on the ground immediately looked towards a jeep which was parked to the side of the entrance. A Major in the Brazilian military exited the passenger side of the Jeep and looked at the helicopter as the other military personnel awaited his decision.
“Last time we try and we are out of here.” said the pilot. The red team pilot made the same announcement again. After doing this the Major said something to the ground troops and nodded his head to say yes. The ground troops immediately started to wave the helicopter down. The crew on the helicopter all looked at each other.
The pilot then spoke up and said “Well boy’s time to deliver your water!”
“Holy shit and damn it all to hell.” said a crew member as he started to move towards the water. “I am getting out on this side away from them and will drop the water. Then we need to haul ass out of here.”
“Roger that!” said the pilot.
As soon as the chopper hit the ground the crew member hopped out of the chopper and then lifted the two cases of water up and started to carry them away from the chopper. About that time one of the Brazilian troops had made it to the other side of the chopper. The crew member calmly smiled real big and placed the water on the ground and shook the hand of the Brazilian trooper to force him to remove his hand from his gun while he was also trying to keep his hat on. The pilot left the blades running faster than normal to make conversation and visibility harder for the enemy. The red team crew member then waved good bye and gave him the thumbs up sign. About then three more Brazilian troopers met up with the first one standing over the cases of water. They all looked at each other and began to speak trying to figure out what was going on.
About that time the crew member hopped back on the helicopter and said “Let’s get the hell out of here!”
“Smile big and wave boys!” said the pilot as they immediately rose and turned to head back to their base. As they left they could tell the Brazilian troops were very agitated and the Major had headed over to where the cases of water were.
Ogle said “Do you think they will try to intercept us?”
“Over a few cases of water from the United Nations?” replied Knight “No, I think they are wondering what the hell just happened is all and if the United Nations has totally lost its mind?”
You could see Ogle relax some after hearing this. While they were proceeding back to a landing strip in Mexico City, Ogle filed his report which basically acknowledged the existence of nano technology in that area. Knight also filed a report stating they were in route to Mexico.
Ogle and Knight both just sat down and shut their eyes as the chopper continued on its path letting the harmonic sound of its blades calm them.
Chapter 18 New Beginnings
Roe had received the report that nano technology had been found near the capital of Brazil. He knew what he had to do. Roe called a meeting with Mac and Dr. DeSmitt. They were meeting on Roe’s veranda in Belize on a particularly beautiful tropical day. They were all situated around a small table.
Roe spoke up “As you know we dispatched a small recon team to Brazil to determine if the hostile takeover was nano technology based. From our team’s recon of the area they did determine that nano networks are in use there. Everyone here knows this has now become a worldwide threat. At ISS we knew our intentions and we controlled the extent of targets, however I think we can safely assume this is not the case with our competitors. Gentlemen I might be a lot of things but bringing the end to the world is not one of them. I believe we have only one course of action.”
“With all due respect sir we would be hard pressed to launch an offensive against this threat while at the same time trying to maintain our cover. I understand this is a different kind of war but I also know that spreading your attention to different offensives is never good.” Mac offered.
“Mac I could not agree with you more. That is why I am about to propose the following. We will contact DATIS and explain what we have found in Brazil. We will then outline for them our new ISS division we founded, leaving out of course our recent mission details, and suggest we work together in light of this world crisis.” Roe continued.
Dr. DeSmitt then said, “Sir you know that DATIS will never work with us, they will consume us or not do anything at all.”
“Yes I agree but is it so bad if NanoTech and ISS are purchased by DATIS?” replied Roe.
“But sir I thought…” started the Dr. DeSmitt.
“I know doctor. This was my whole reason for starting ISS but I did not foresee another organization coming forward so quickly. Look if we can sell NanoTech and ISS are you personally affected that negatively. It means you and everyone else at NanoTech and ISS can keep their jobs and watch their shares have value once again not to mention a clear conscious. Personally I am tired of worrying about investors and keeping the company afloat. This is a legitimate means by which all items are solved if DATIS buys us.” concluded Roe as he looked to the others for a response.
Mac spoke up first “I’m in. There is the one issue of our recent activities which conflicts with DATIS but in light of a coup I don’t believe it will be on their radar.”
“So doctor what do you think of this idea?” replied Roe.
“I agree with your plan as well. However everyone in this room will have the golden handcuffs rule. So we will not be walking from this anytime soon.” offered the doctor.
Roe immediately replied “True, but we have a chance to walk away at some point if we survive.” To this response the doctor just nodded his head yes in agreement.
“Mac back to your thoughts on our two operations, we will simply not provide specifics as to what our activities have been to this point. We have not been in operation long which they can verify by the corporate registration of the ISS NanoTech division. I agree with you in that the coup will keep the spot light on the world threat we are facing.” continued Roe.
Mac looked at Roe and said “The coup will have them scrambling to provide counter measures as fast as possible and that is something we can definitely provide them.”
“Ok then, is everyone in agreement about contacting DATIS?” asked Roe.
Mac and Dr. DeSmitt shook their heads yes in agreement.
"Gentlemen, try and enjoy the rest of your time here and I will try to setup a meeting with DATIS Director General Colburn. I will keep you posted on any progress." concluded Roe.
Mac and the doctor then rose and left. Roe sat back down and picked up his cell phone.
"Well let’s spin the wheel shall we." said Roe as he called the DATIS Directors office. After a few rings an operator answered "DATIS Directors Office may I help you."
"Yes I am calling for Director General Colburn please." answered Roe.
"And who may I say is calling?" responded the operator.
"Walter Roe, I am the CEO of NanoTech corporation." answered Roe.
"Please hold." replied the operator.
The general was on his private DATIS jet heading to Washington to attend a private meeting requested by the president. He was reviewing reports on his PDU when a message appeared. It was a call from his administrative assistant Ms. Lewis. The general clicked the accept call option "Sir the CEO of NanoTech is on the phone for you. Do you wish me to relay it on to you?" said his assistant.
The General's eyes widened upon hearing this. "Yes, send it through on my secure line. Thank you."
The general sat up in his chair and quickly requested from DATIS all information it had concerning NanoTech as he waited for the call to be relayed. Then he was alerted to the call on his PDU. As he clicked on Accept call option he thought to himself "This should be interesting."
The General answered "Hello, this is General Colburn Mr. Roe. How may I help you?"
"Hello General Colburn. I would like to request a meeting between you and myself at your earliest convenience. I understand this is unorthodox but I must stress this is an extremely urgent matter." said Roe.
"Does this have anything to do with Brazil?" asked the general.
"Yes sir, and ultimately the world itself." answered Roe.
"Have you confirmed the use of nano technology in Brazil?" asked the general thinking he could save the time and risk of his agents.
"Yes sir we have." answered Roe.
"Where are you located now?" asked the general.
"Actually we are in Belize on a corporate retreat." answered Roe.
"The private sector does have its perks. Stay there, myself and two agents will be there in four hours." continued the general.
"Excellent." said Roe. "I appreciate your consideration with limited information."
“Mr. Roe if I didn't have some idea as to why you were calling I would not have taken the call and second if I did not think it was extremely urgent I would not be cancelling my meeting with the president which I was in route to currently. So rest assured we have some idea of the importance of this matter."
"Yes general. I will be there personally to meet you when you land." replied Roe.
"Thank you. I do appreciate your call. See you in a few hours." said the general.
The general then picked up the air plane phone for the pilot. "Yes sir general." said the pilot.
"Turn this bird back around and head for the Miami airport. Establish a gate we can use there to pick up a couple of our agents." said the general.
"Yes sir." replied the pilot.
The general sent a message to Jonathan and Allison "Do not board plane. Brazil mission cancelled. We are heading to Belize. I will brief you on the flight. You will receive gate instruction where you will board my personnel DATIS jet. See you soon."
Jonathan and Allison were sitting at the gate waiting to board their flight to Brazil when both their PDU's alerted them to a priority message. They opened their PDU's and read the message from the general. They both looked at each and Jonathan said "He must have something compelling to override this Brazil trip.”
They both sent a confirmation back to the general so he would know they had successfully received his message and understood their orders.
"Maybe he already has the answer to what we were to find in Brazil?" said Allison.
"That would not surprise me." said Jonathan as he picked up their bags and headed back to the general gate area to wait for their next instructions.
In a few hours the general’s plane taxied to the designated gate where Jonathan and Allison were waiting on the tarmac. The plane stopped and the cabin door opened and the steps were lowered on the DATIS Leer jet. Jonathan and Allison hurried on board and as soon as the door was shut the plane was taxing again to take off.
They both sat across from the general where he greeted them "Hello agents, glad you could join me. I was afraid your plane may have already taken off." said the general.
"How could we refuse your offer to take us to Belize sir." said Allison coyly.
"I am sure you are wondering what is going on so here it is." continued the general always to the point. "I received a call from NanoTech's CEO. He was asking to meet as soon as possible."
Allison and Jonathan looked at each other.
"Yes, timely and coincidental? The CEO's name is Walter Roe. He is also the original founder of the company. They are on a corporate retreat in Belize." The general raised his hand expecting some razing. "Yes the private sector has its perks. However this location will work well for the purpose of this meeting. They are meeting us at the airport. I asked Roe if this was about nano technology in Brazil and he responded affirmatively. Upon learning this I decided to cancel your mission to Brazil to save us time and risk to you. That’s all I know so far.” finished the general.
“Well there are many ways to speculate what this meeting is about. Any idea which scenario NanoTech fits into?” asked Jonathan.
The general paused and answered “No. Hell it could be a combination of scenarios. Anyway we will know soon enough. I suggest we get a couple hours of shut eye. Depending on what we hear it may be a while before we get a chance to get some rest.”
Jonathan and Allison nodded their heads in agreement and they spread out in the cabin to rest easier.
Chapter 19 Blending
The DATIS plane landed on the small air strip on the island of Belize at around 8pm just as the sun was setting on the ocean. There was a small building where some charter planes were tied down and there was a small parking lot next to it where some vehicles were parked. Next to the building was also a Jeep Grand Cherokee parked with two men leaning against the front of Jeep.
The DATIS plane pulled up near where the Jeep was parked and stopped. The general rose from his seat and said “Let’s go play!” He then adjusted his cloths as he started for the door. Allison and Jonathan followed him. The crew opened the cabin door and lowered the steps of which the general immediately climbed down. Upon exiting the plane the general saw two men advancing from the Jeep. The man in front he assumed was Walter Roe dressed in loose fitting white pants and a white shirt common for those visiting the resort. Behind Roe was Mac. The general knew immediately this was a military trained individual by the cut of his hair, physique and the confidence he projected.
Roe spoke first while extending his hand out “Hello General. I am Walter Roe who you spoke with earlier today.”
The general shook Roe’s hand and said “Hello Mr. Roe.”
Roe continued “I would like to introduce Mac McPherson who is our Operations Director for our International Security Services (ISS) division. Mac is a former Major in the Special Forces.”
The general extended his hand out to shake Mac’s hand as he said “Yes. I am familiar with Major McPherson’s past. He is an excellent soldier. Good to meet you in person finally Major.”
Mac replied “Good to meet you general.” as he shook his hand.
The general turned to introduce Jonathan and Allison “This is DATIS agents Wells and Stewart.” Jonathan and Allison shook hands with both Roe and Mac.
Once they had finished introductions Roe offered “General would you prefer dinner first before business or dinner with business.”
The general answered “All the same I would prefer dinner with business due to our current situation.”
“Good, we will dine on the veranda at my room for privacy?” asked Roe.
“That will be fine.” answered the general.
“Good, we will drive back to my bungalow so we may begin.” continued Roe.
Mac entered the driver’s seat of the jeep with Roe taking the front seat on the passenger side. The general and agents sat in the back of the jeep.
Roe spoke up “The hotel is less than a mile from here so we will be there momentarily.” Soon they pulled up to Roe’s bungalow. Everyone exited the Jeep as Roe opened the front door of the bungalow and said “Please come in.”
Everyone then entered the bungalow. Jonathan and Allison were looking around and taking in the view of the ocean. Roe stepped past everyone and led them to the veranda where there was a table like you would find at a pool with buckets filled with ice and bottled water, beer and sodas. Roe said “Please help yourself to whatever you would like. They will be delivering a buffet style dinner in about an hour.”
Everyone selected a beverage and sat down at the table. Roe began “General how much does DATIS know about nano technology?”
“Enough to know it is a serious threat to the world’s future if in the wrong hands.” replied the general. He thought that is all he would say then started to explain more. “We understand nano technology is built upon nanocells which are used to build nano networks to transport cells for communications and the building of devices. These networks can be used for reconnaissance and aggressive tactics. These networks are invisible to the human eye and are able to penetrate even the smallest of openings therefore rendering any facility or location susceptible.”
“Yes, that was a very good analogy. I have been trying to boil this down into an elevator speech for years.” continued Roe. “Anyway, NanoTech as you know has been the leader in the nano tech industry since its inception. Recently we formed a new division called International Security Services, ISS, which was created to utilize these technologies with some modifications for their use in such activities…”
The general interrupted Roe in an agitated voice with a very pointed question “Were you involved in the Brazil coup?”
“No sir, we were not. Please give me a little more time and I will finish my summary and I hope to make all clear.” answered Roe. The general sat down and looked satisfied with the answer. “Thank you sir. ISS was created to assist in the protection of governments, law enforcement activities, etc. We thought we could contain how the technology would be used by using our own special teams to implement our technology as a service for clients as it were. When the Brazil coup hit the news it bore all the traits of a nano based operation. Your question general would indicate that you had formed the same conclusion. We then sent an ISS team immediately to Brazil’s capital to investigate and determine if nano technology had been used. Our teams detected in a very short amount of time an active nano network. Our team successfully managed to escape the country with evasive maneuvers but had to leave behind evidence that will alert whatever organization is working with the new Brazilian government that their use of nano technology has now been exposed thus removing their need to be discreet. Our fear is that the exposure of this fact will speed up their efforts to pursue other governments using the coup in Brazil as a demonstration of their capabilities. We do not have the expertise of DATIS in such matters but would you say our analogy and assumptions have merit?”
The general had fully sat back into his chair and answered Roe calmly “Yes, we have the same concerns. The agents you see here were on their way to Brazil when I scrubbed their mission based upon on our earlier conversation to prevent endangering their lives and the possibility of alerting the enemy to the fact that their secret is out.”
Roe sensing the moment went to the part that would either make or break him and his whole organization. But he had been on the ropes so many times he just started into his pitch after he took a deep breath. “This is where we believe NanoTech would be a tremendous asset to DATIS. We can provide you with nano-reconnaissance, nano-assault, nano-detection networks and other necessary technologies along with a support team of scientist, operation technicians and field operatives ready to deploy now to formulate your own offensive and defensive measures immediately.”
The general turned to face Mac and said directly “I have a question for you Major. With the nano ordinance you have at your disposal in your ISS division do you feel confident that you have what is needed to confront and defeat our adversaries?”
“Yes we do. We have these capabilities ready to deploy at will.” answered Mac.
Having heard Mac’s answer he stood up and said “Everyone would you please give Mr. Roe and myself a few minutes, there are a few items I need to discuss with him in private. It should only take about ten minutes.”
Mac looked at Roe and he nodded his head in approval. Everyone then left the veranda and only the general and Roe were left.
Roe’s heart was pounding and he was feeling anxious when he said “So general what’s on your mind?”
“Well I think you are smart enough to know the only next step DATIS could take is to acquire NanoTech. Which I wanted to do already but thought the price tag would be too much for a company who did not have what we needed already in place and I couldn’t ask because that would have exposed our little world issue. So since we have all the cards on the table I am here to tell you DATIS will absorb NanoTech but I am also here to tell you there are NO negotiations on price. We know your company is in financial trouble due to the high cost and low demand of nano based products except for this new “services” area which would eventually meet some serious road blocks by the name of DATIS. My point is this we WILL pay a FAIR price for NanoTech which will cover your investors, relieve you of all liability and yourself and others will receive a fair return for your efforts. What I want to know is that something you think you can live with?” asked the general, but it felt more like an order.
Roe sat down in his original position at the table and you could see he was relieved at this offer and said “That would work well for everyone general.”
“Good answer Mr. Roe, because the truth be known there was no other answer.” said the general. “Now let’s get everyone else back in here. We have a few surprises of our own we need to discuss and begin planning how we are to counter our enemy.”
Roe stood up and headed out of the room but returned immediately and said “General, sir.” The general turned away from the beautiful ocean view he was looking at and faced Roe. “I just want to say thank you. You had the power to handle this very differently, but you didn’t. It is appreciated.”
The general said “You are welcome. Roe the high road is not an easy one just know this. The whole lot of us are quite likely to get bloody on this, but we will do this with a clear conscious won’t we?”
“Yes sir, thank you again.” Roe said as he went to get the others.
Everyone filed back onto the veranda and sat at their original positions. The general started the conversation “Well to start with NanoTech employees welcome to DATIS. You will now be DATIS employees with the ensuing DATIS purchase of NanoTech.”
Allison leaned over to Jonathan and said “He bought another one?”
“I think the strategy is to buy the opposition.” Jonathan said with a smile.
“Now don’t get ahead of yourself here. This is not a hostile takeover by DATIS. NanoTech will receive a fair price and their staff will be treated fairly coming over to DATIS. We will make concessions to make this a smooth transition for everyone however all personnel will be required to meet DATIS clearance, etc. You will have to trust me on this for now.” the general said looking around the room for questions or comments. “I must also point out that all of you are now operating under DATIS guidelines. Short version is if anyone mentions any part of what is discussed here today it is fully in our power to eliminate you as a threat where you stand. The Major has dealt with hostile forces and Mr. Roe lawyers, so I am sure this is not a shock to you but I am obligated to point out the obvious. With that Mr. Roe we need to know specifics on every technology you have developed for use by your ISS division and any other useful technologies or resources you may have so we have a clearer understanding of what we are buying in general. It is actually for more than this but we need to know this before we can explain DATIS’s current nano technology position. So please Mr. Roe elaborate on what you briefly shared earlier.”
Roe then began to explain about the different technologies NanoTech had created and started with the foundation technologies of nanocells and nano networks. He then covered the nano detection system which was a key component DATIS was missing. He then described their weapons, the nano assassin variations, camouflage capabilities and other aspects. Roe was almost finished with his weapons overview when someone notified them that the food had arrived. The general stood up and said “This is all sounds very good. This will definitely allow us to provide counter measures immediately. Let’s take a break and eat. We will resume after dinner. Excuse me I will return shortly.” With that the general headed out of the room as he signaled for the servants to bring the food in to serve.
Roe said “Mac would you please come with me for a moment. Please excuse us.”
Jonathan said “Sure.”
Allison stood next to Jonathan and said “Wish we would have talked to them first. They have the technology and resources we can use immediately.”
“I agree however it is never good to have all your eggs in one basket. I still see NGEN as a plausible manufacturing and distribution center. It will be our other nano facility, our backup if you will. We will have two manufacturing facilities and two scientific teams in different locations. I like the redundancy.”
Allison said coyly “Good point. How did you get so smart without me?”
Meanwhile Roe was meeting with Mac outside the bungalow. Roe said “Mac I think this the best solution we had. You, everyone will come out well on this.”
Mac just stared at the ocean and the moon light glistening off of it. Roe said “Is there any other option I could have taken here that would have been acceptable?”
“The answer is no Mr. Roe.” Mac then turned to Roe and continued. “Do you understand my team and I will be placed on the front lines now? I am not blaming you but I am blaming myself for not predicting this. I don’t mind jeopardizing my own well being but I hate my guys having no options.”
Roe looked at Mac with a relieved look on his face “Mac no one could see this coming. I understand what you are saying but look you and your men have a tremendous amount of money you have earned already and there will be even more with DATIS purchase of NanoTech. But more importantly are those of us who survive this new battleground will be able to finally enjoy life without having to look over our shoulder. You know what I am saying?”
“I understand and I will explain it to the red and blue teams.” said Mac. “You do know this could be the most deadly and purely horrific war this world has ever seen?”
Roe replied “Yes I do understand this but I would never understand as well as you. I do think however this war does not exclude anyone. It will not be fought by just soldiers as we know them today.”
“Agreed, the blue team will become primarily the engagement force as the soldiers will already be dead. We will need to rethink our tactics since we are not the only game in town anymore.” said Mac.
Roe said “Yes this is true, but we will be facing soldiers in our missions and no one knows better what to anticipate than you and your men. So whether you are facing the enemy directly or assisting in a command center, your experience is paramount.”
Mac just nodded his head yes.
Roe said “Let’s get something to eat and find out more about where DATIS is in Nano Technology and discuss again?”
“Sure.” said Mac as they both headed back into the bungalow.
In the meantime the general had just hung up the phone with the president. He had made a case for his actions in acquiring NanoTech of which the president supported. What option did he have really?
When the general returned to the bungalow everyone was sitting eating. The general walked over to the buffet and started to fill a plate with food and said “Let’s get started. Mr. Roe you will be interested to note the President is in agreement with the purchase of NanoTech as I fully expected he would be.”
The general had finished putting some items on his plate and proceeded sit and take his original seat at the head of the table.
“Roe I realize you were not finished earlier but we are pressed for time and you mentioned two important items we were looking for, nano-intruder detection and nano-assault technology. These are two key components we are missing. The added bonus is the fact you have trained resources to utilize this technology. Not that I do not trust you, but the clincher was when I asked the Major if the ISS was armed and ready to deploy. He gave me without hesitation they were ready and able, so here we are.”
“What I need to explain to you is that within the last week we purchased NGEN which has many of the base technologies needed. Officially NGEN will remain intact and operating without any external alerts being raised to this being a DATIS facility except for heightened security initially. We will do the same with NanoTech however this masquerade can be dropped once we have engaged the enemy or he knows we are on to them. NGEN as you have probably figured does not have all your current capabilities but I want both facilities to be equally capable of manufacturing all assets required for our operations. Does this make sense to you Mr. Roe.”
Roe showed some signs of surprise to the revelation that DATIS had purchased NGEN “Yes it does. I believe having two facilities, one here state side and one in Europe would allow easy access to the most industrialized areas of the world. Distribution would most definitely become more economical and there is of course double manufacturing production and redundancy as well.” You could tell Roe’s respect for the general had increased. This was a very good maneuver by the general. Even Roe recognized this from a purely business operations perspective.
“That was my sentiment as well. Do you know their Chief Scientist, Dr. Charles Little?” asked the general.
“Yes, but not personally. He is well respected in the industry. A little to open to share previously about nano technology we felt but I am sure you have curbed this activity as of late.” responded Roe.
“That we have.” answered the general.
“With that aside I think he will be a tremendous asset who would work well with our Chief Scientist, Dr. Johann DeSmitt.” continued Roe.
“To continue we need to analyze the situation in front of us. We have had three incidents we know are linked to nano technology with the latest the one in Brazil. The other two incidents were on a much smaller scale yet with the same effects, total elimination of the opposition. The two incidents occurred in Miami and Orlando and were apparently operations whose focus was to obtain the contents of the vaults at these locations, the contents being significant amounts of cash. All drug related product however was not touched and left behind. It was as if they were collecting cash to fund possibly other operations such as this one in Brazil. Are you familiar with these two other operations?” asked the general.
Mac and Roe did not look at each other. The general had turned to face Roe with this question. Roe hesitated for a brief second and then said “Yes we are familiar with these operations general.”
You could tell the general was a little taken back by the response but he quickly continued “With this knowledge we all have, we need to establish our immediate objectives. We can work out the details later but for now we need to get the general plan in place and we will assign the appropriate tasks to whoever should be responsible. I will start. One of the immediate objectives is to secure all DATIS, military and the capital’s facilities. For all we know they have already been compromised but it is imperative we keep our enemy as much in the dark as possible. So we need to create our own nano network intrusion systems. Allison you are in charge of this activity. Next at these facilities we need to establish our own defense system in case of a breach. So the nano-assault technology you discussed Roe would be ideally suited for this. Jonathan, I am putting you in charge of this area. Next, I believe it would be very advantageous to identify who our enemy is. I do not believe the coup in Brazil happened by anyone from within that region. To do this we need to utilize the nano-recon technologies and our agents to try and uncover where they are hiding. Upon discovering our adversary we need to mobile and engage the enemy. Mac I believe this would be appropriate for you to be in charge of.”
Mac nodded his head in agreement.
“Let’s take these three objectives and break them down into tasks needed to achieve them. First let’s examine nano network intrusion systems. Roe what will it take to facilitate this?” asked the general.
“How many individual facilities and locations are we talking about?” asked Roe.
“Around thirty locations and 150 facilities.” answered the general.
“Hmm.” Roe uttered as an idea passed by him. “We could literally tie them into one facility. We could use the NanoTech command center we have now and keep expanding. The ISS Division could be easily transformed into a secure DATIS facility as it is an isolated section of the facility. This is something that our two chief scientists will be able to assist with. There is another item which will need to addressed in the different areas and that is in the training of human resources required to manage the command center at this facility and those used on remote operations. But centralizing this, at least at first will help us grow quickly. We can add redundancy after we are operational.”
“Yes. Anything that is effective and quick we need to consider.” said the general. “What about the nano-assault technologies to defend our facilities, Mac?” the general mentioned Mac’s name as he noticed he was not offering anything on his own.
“Sir each facility would need to be examined and strategically mapped for the placement of appropriate nano-defenses. The red team staff would be able to diagram what is needed and a blue team member could then program the layout of each facility in relatively quick order.” replied Mac.
“What about our ability to launch a remote assault if needed? How fast can we deploy on a remote location?” asked the general.
“Sir that is directly dependent on your supply of nanocells to create the networks, assassins,… basically all aspects of nano technology requires a supply of nanocells. It is the same as the consideration of fuel supplies when on a campaign only the quantities are not nearly as heavy, volatile or cumbersome. We can deploy quickly but once onsite each operation does have time required to establish the nano infrastructure which would be dependent upon the need of an operation. Our current nano capabilities are very effective if we have known targets and time prepare for an engagement. We are weak on mobile, moving engagements at this time and such efforts would fall upon our red team assault force.” answered Mac.
“What about recon, basically the same parameters Major?” continued the general.
“Yes sir.” replied Mac.
“Anyone have anything to add to the meeting and the needs of our immediate objectives?” asked the general.
Seeing no more comments the general added “We will meet tomorrow at the Miami DATIS office. Just a second, I am sending Dr. Little a request to be in the Miami office by tomorrow afternoon. Mr. Roe you arrange the same for your staff as well. We will all meet together again at the Miami office tomorrow. Be at the airfield here by 0730 hours with your gear.” said the general looking around for any comments. Seeing none he said “Everyone it is a beautiful night in an exotic location. I suggest all of us take advantage of it for a few hours. See you in the morning.”
Everyone stood up and began to leave the bungalow.
Jonathan walked past Allison and whispered “Beach?” without looking directly at her.
Allison took a place beside him and responded without looking at him “Bar then Beach?”
“I like the way you think.” responded Jonathan as they changed directions heading towards the bar by the beach.
“Then you’re going to love the rest of the evening.” Allison said in a sinister way as she turned to look at him with a smile.
Jonathan just smiled and walked faster.
Mac decided he would find his team and spend some time with them and make sure they left the island intact. “Nothing more dangerous than special forces with money in their pocket.” he thought to himself.
Roe took a seat at a desk in his bungalow where his laptop was sitting. He needed to establish a NanoTech board meeting and describe the offer they “have” to take. Trying to keep NanoTech in the black had made Roe recruit and accept investments from less than desirable investors. He thought to himself “This will be the last time I have to hear the mutterings of some of the most moronic baboons to walk he earth. Honestly if they eventually became targets it would not surprise me.” He had always resented the fact he had to take their money and now that he could remove this baggage seemed like a tremendous perk worth millions in its own right.
The general left the bungalow and headed toward the beach. He thought how different beaches can be based on the circumstances “I have swallowed sand with bullets whizzing every which way, strolled with a beautiful companion, played volley ball and drank beer for hours and tonight in the twilight of my life I am looking on a beautiful beach with more hope than I had yesterday. This is the last war for this old war horse. So whoever you are, there will be no quarter, there will be no mercy and there will definitely be no tomorrow. By the time we are done, you will be calling Satan to take you to hell, compliments of General Jack Colburn.”
The generals stare at the ocean was interrupted by a bar maid tapping him on the shoulder “Sir the lady at the bar wishes to buy you a drink.”
The general looked towards the bar to see a lovely, very distinguished looking women smiling at him in a swimsuit with a skimpy cover in her early fifties giving him a cheers with her glass. The general turned to the bar maid with a smile and said “I will have a very dirty martini with Grey Goose and will be joining the lady, thank you.” He then headed over to meet this lady. He thought to himself “The uniform gets them every time.”
Chapter 20 DATIS Preparing for War
It was 1:00pm at the Miami DATIS headquarters. Everyone was assembled in a large, secure conference room which featured a very long table with high backed chairs evenly scattered around it. Attending the meeting was General Colburn, the generals administrative assistant Joan Lewis, agent Wells, agent Stewart, Dr. Little, Roe, Mac, and Dr. DeSmitt.
The general commenced the meeting “Good to see everyone. Dr. Little you were not at our meeting yesterday but I take it you have had time to review the material I sent to you?”
The doctor nodded his head to acknowledge he had.
From our meeting yesterday we identified three immediate objectives. With these objectives comes an extensive infrastructure which must be established and coordinated. Mr. Roe, doctors, that is where you come in. I have assigned DATIS Team leaders over certain areas but Mr. Roe you have managed a multi-billion dollar company and doctors you have worked out production designs to manufacturing schedules so I don’t need to tell you where your expertise falls.
To recap the objectives they are;
Secure all DATIS, Military and the capital’s facilities with nano intrusion and detection networks. This has been assigned agent Stewart to coordinate these activities. She will help the transition into DATIS and our many protocols. She will also determine the DATIS security measures and onsite resources you may require to accomplish this objective.
We need to develop our own nano based defense system at these facilities. This will incorporate NanoTech’s assault technology. I would imagine this system to have some communication with the nano intrusion networks established here but it should also be an independent system because things tend to break in war. Agent Wells will be your lead on this project. He will be aware of all plans, activities, etc.
We need to find out who our enemy is now. We will incorporate NanoTech’s recon technologies. At the same time we will also utilize the nano-assault technologies in preparation of engaging our enemy. Mac is already familiar with these technologies and NanoTech has trained personnel. I would like for you to come up with scenarios of how we can find out who this enemy is so we can study them and once we have determined their strength eliminate their threat. I have personally taken on responsibility for updating DATIS so that it may recognize and provide analysis on nano based scenarios.”
Mac who up until this point had not offered anything without being asked spoke up “General we need to begin training personnel to fit into our red and blue team squads. My red team is ready to deploy but we need to start training blue team members as soon as possible. The red team touches the dirt as we in the military are accustom, but the blue team consists of techno soldiers and there is not a military or civilian training program on this earth to prepare them for this type of warfare. General if you, or DATIS intelligence will point us in the right direction of the target, we can complete your mission now, but what we need to have happening immediately is the training of new blue team members. Red team members can be recruited from special forces and be ready to roll within weeks.”
“I would concur with what Mac says general. The technicians we moved into the blue team are truly techno geeks who trained physicians on how to use our technologies. They have had years to prepare for this.” mentioned Roe. “However, the realities of war they will need exposed to, casualties, horrific results from their actions, as I am sure you are more than aware general.”
Dr. DeSmitt’s added “This is all true but what we could do is take current blue team members and make them nano-engineers who from a central location spend their time exclusively on designing the nano networks for deployment which could then be handled by a blue team that is trained specifically on building and controlling nano networks and devices.” Mac, Roe and Dr. DeSmitt all looked at each other and shook their heads as if to say yes this is a good idea.
Mac then continued “Sir I am not familiar with DATIS and your covert operation capabilities, but I think it would be advantageous to learn what assets within DATIS could be leveraged. If I might suggest sir I think agent Wells would be a good candidate to work as a red team member with me to determine this first hand. Also we could review the defense systems required by each facility, however we will be able to give our specifications to the blue team engineers and they will design the appropriate defense system without the need of any assistance. I believe agent Stewart would find that the requirements for the intruder detection and defense systems are very similar just a difference in functionality between these devices. I do not presume to over load agent Stewart but I believe Mr. Roe and the doctors here will agree with this analogy.”
Roe and the Dr.’s nodded their heads in agreement.
The general obviously was churning this over in his head and finally answered “Yes I can see your point. Agent Wells and Stewart are the best we have and if anyone can handle this they can. Ok, let’s do it your way Major. Any other suggestions before we break out and start building our nano-defense and assault weapons?”
Roe stood up and said “Yes general. Would you like to see a demonstration of our nano technology? We could build a nano intrusion network in just a few minutes if you believe this would be beneficial. I took the liberty of asking Dr. DeSmitt to bring a mobile nano intrusion detection system with him today.”
With Roe saying this everyone shifted in their chairs in anticipation of finally seeing nano technology in action.
The general quickly responded “By all means.”
“Dr. DeSmitt, please do your magic!” said Roe as if introducing a magic act.
The doctor stood up and placed his brief case on the table. He then removed what looked like a shaving can and removed its lid and placed the lid on the bottom of the same can. The top now revealed a USB port which the doctor plugged a USB cable into and then the other end to his laptop. Then he began to explain as he loaded a software program on his laptop “What we have here is what an agent would use while in the field to determine if their location was free of any nano networks and to also monitor their location while they are not on the premise as well. This is the actual device that detected a nano network which penetrated our agent’s location in Brazil. The agents were alerted remotely and were able to take immediate evasive action and escape. What we have is what looks like a normal shaving can which is actually a nanocell supply container and nano network router with command center communications through this simple USB connector into my sub-notebook. This gentleman is all that is needed to build our nano intrusion network. I have told the system to build the nano network so it is visible to the human eye by increasing the physical insulation of the nano network by 100 times and using an illuminating chemical we can easily see when we turn out the lights.”
The doctor then adjusted his sub-notebook computer to face him more directly. He then plugged in a display device cable and sent the image of his screen to the display monitor so everyone could see what he was doing on the computer.
He continued his demonstration “I am using DATIS’s newly acquired nano command center software application. As you can see I am able to configure what types of nano networks I wish to build by making simple pull downs with regards to the nanocell distribution source and type of nano network to be implemented which in this case will consist of a nano intrusion network. This may be redundant for some of you but all nano networks consist of the nano network distribution and communications networks due to the need to pass nanocells to their destination to build infrastructure, devices etc. The communications network is needed to provide the necessary information about many different aspects of the nano network such as successful distribution of a nanocell, nanocell routing, etc. You will notice in the network design section I am in now I have selected a sonar layout to be executed by our fake shaving cream can to provide a layout of the area to be covered by the intrusion detection system. As you can see it provides a detailed layout of the immediate room and some immediate areas beyond our walls. I will now select the immediate vicinity as the area to be covered, Intrusion Detection Coverage Level as High and you can see now the system designing interactively what it thinks is the best configuration for providing the required intrusion detection.”
Everyone watched as the computer displayed the virtual layout of the gridlines as they were to be configured and constructed in the room. Then a system message appeared. “There are not enough nanocells in the designated supply source to meet the intrusion detection level selected. Please adjust appropriate parameters or do you wish for system to provide maximum solution with defined parameters?”
The doctor continued “As I mentioned earlier we are creating the network at much greater density than is required so it is visible to human eye. I will accept the system option for it to provide a maximum solution." The system then began to redraw the intrusion system design. What the system had designed was a complex grid over the entire area of the room. All openings in the room were heavily fortified with many different lines of detection for about every four inches around the opening. This included the door way and the duct work coming into the room.
The rest of the area was outlined as a square grid with diagonal lines running through them. The doctor examined the schematic generated by the system and explained "As you can see any openings into the room are heavily monitored such as the door way and the air ducts. Next you will notice the square pattern with diagonals running through them on the floor, walls and ceiling of the room. This will provide ample protection for these areas. A useful note about the intrusion system is that it is for the use of detecting nano networks and also other sources of a breach such as entry by enemy personnel. The size, weight and heat signature allow for accurate identification of people, robots, etc. Also all red and blue team members wear magnetically signed foot apparel which identifies each team member uniquely."
The doctor then placed his mouse cursor over the Construct option on the screen. "We will now build the Nano Intrusion system." and he then clicked on the option.
The grid lines drawn on the schematic now started to change from an orange color to bright green.
"As you can see the intrusion network is being created. What you see here is the actual progression of its construction within this room." explained the doctor.
"The general and others looked from the display to their feet. The doctor continued "Do not worry about being in the way. The nanocells are usually small enough to work with the defined constraint due to the very minute space required with even normal objects in place such as your shoes, table legs, etc. " About this time the system displayed the message "Intruder detection network construction completed. Deviations noted on design map. Ready for activation."
The doctor continued "Good, the network is ready for activation. Please turn out the lights.” Jonathan promptly stood up from his chair and turned off the lights. The doctor continued “Now you can see the actual nano network which would normally be invisible to the human eye."
Everyone looked around the room. It felt like you were sitting under the stars at the Fourth of July watching the fireworks with everyone owing and awing. Looking around the room they could see just the slightest of traces illuminating the intricate detection web that had been built.
"You people are too easy an audience.” said the doctor with a smile. After a few minutes the doctor continued “Please turn the lights back on."
“We have enough nanocells left to deploy a nano reconnaissance camera." said Dr. Desmitt continuing the demonstration. He then selected the Reconnaissance Camera icon of the available devices and dragged it to a location on the schematic. Then he right clicked on the device’s icon and selected the Construct option from the applications menu. The system immediately drew an orange line representing the nano network to be created in order to place the camera at the chosen location. The icon image itself was orange as well. Within seconds the line representing the new nano network started to turn green and then once it was fully completed the reconnaissance device icon steadily started to change to green.
The doctor explained "When the device is fully constructed it will turn green and alert us. Now while this is being done let's activate the intrusion network."
He then selected the Nano Network Control application and selected the option Activate Intrusion Detection. At this time yellow lines appeared next to every grid line.
"The yellow lines indicate the Intrusion network is activated. Now agent Wells please move one of your feet slightly." said the doctor.
Immediately an alert sounded and the area where the intrusion was detected flashed red on the screen where the unidentified movement was detected. Also displayed was the silhouette of a person tagged as unknown with a line that tied the silhouette to the location of the intrusion.
About that time the reconnaissance camera icon went fully green and a message popped up on the screen. "Do you wish to activate reconnaissance camera feed?" The doctor answered yes to this question and a new tab opened on the right of the screen along with a popup window of the recon camera’s image feed. The doctor then selected the zoom in option of the reconnaissance camera video feed and a clear image of the back of the room was displayed showing the back of the general.
Allison waved her hand in front of the reconnaissance camera to see how well it tracked motion while the general and Jonathan looked at each other and shook their heads.
The general said “Thank you for that Dr. DeSmitt, excellent!” Everyone in the room clapped which made the doctor a little embarrassed as he nodded to everyone in the room showing his appreciation.
The general continued “Conceptualizing this technology is nothing compared to seeing it, truly amazing. This was very good to see. I think all of us who have not witnessed this technology in person before now have an even greater appreciation of how dangerous this technology is in the wrong hands. Doctor again thank you for that presentation. Well we all have our assignments. Each team leader be sure your DATIS Progress Reports are completed in a timely manner. I will peruse these and try not to bother you unless needed. Any questions?”
Seeing no questions the general said “We will reconvene in one week. Let’s get to work!”
Chapter 21 The Cats Out of the Bag
As DATIS was reinforcing its nano capabilities their opposition was also making plans. The enemy DATIS’s was so desperately seeking was the North Korean government. Their nano facility was located at a military base located on a remote island in Korea Bay. General Su Louse was North Korea’s President who had hired the services of a British nano scientist by the name of Dr. Herman Gordon. Recently Dr. Gordon had been doing fund raising, much like NanoTech’s ISS unit, to fund President Louse’s plan to eventually bring all governments worldwide under his rule. Most lunatics had given up on the idea but a troubled, young ambitious Dr. Gordon introduced himself and his nano bag of tricks to President Louse a year earlier. Seeing this President Louse immediately envisioned the grandeur of his world domination. The young doctor was a handsome thirty two year old man who carried himself with a certain amount of arrogance and wit. Dr. Gordon had been one of those geniuses who burst out of MIT during the nano technology boom and was immediately absorbed within a company called NanoTech. The young doctor had been terminated after working at NanoTech for less than two years for insubordination. His insubordination came from him modifying at will projects assigned to him without any authorization. His arrogant defense in each case was that he had a better design than was proposed by the specifications and it was ludicrous to discuss them with the person who created them as they were apparently inept based upon the specifications he was given. He was thus finally terminated because of this. MIT graduate, or not, dismissal from the hottest company at the time, NanoTech, was a huge slap in his face and it made it extremely hard to find work as an engineer regardless of the industry. Dr. Gordon thought otherwise but soon learned he had indeed made a huge mistake. Each rejection increased his bitterness exponentially. He snapped when he applied for an engineering position for an international supplier of heavy machinery and was rejected. This was a huge slap in the face of reality he just could not handle. To be rejected in the design of heavy machinery is like going from neurology to orthopedics as a surgeon. Gordon became extremely angry. He sat at his computer for almost a week just browsing different random thoughts trying to jar an idea of what he could do. He had no money and no company to do his research in and it was causing him to go quite mad. His answer came to him when he searched third world military defense systems. Number three in the (Google) search list was an article from the New York Times, “Third world countries are no longer considered a threat.” Gordon was intrigued “I need to create a market for myself. Not just a job, a career with early retirement. These third world countries will not see me coming and I could have control of my own work.” He then downed a huge drink of his Red Bull energy drink and read on. The article mentioned several different third world leaders but one of those that intrigued Gordon was Korean President Su Louse. The article described him as one of the most ambitious leaders of the third world. The Korean government had significant ready cash on hand which was not the case in many instances such as Iran, Iraq, where the money was actually controlled outside the government by individuals. These individuals manipulated their government officials like pawns. President Su Louse did not have this problem. The Korean government had the money and it was readily at his disposal to do as he wished. Like most third worlds he despised the United States. The United States was a constant reminder to people of the world life could be different. It was this fact alone why they denounced the American way of life, derived untruths and propagated through any means possible which was easily done through the media eager for any news where they could spread doom and despair. So needless to say when the credit was given to the United States security organization DATIS as the driving force keeping such countries in check was sure to have hit a sore spot. After Gordon read this it made perfect sense. He would approach the North Korean general and show him his bag of nano tricks and create his own market of espionage.
And this is exactly what transpired. President Louse was more than eager to enter into the nano espionage market, especially when he thought they were the only game in town. The general immediately saw the potential of the technology. Not only could he greatly increase his net worth but at the same time have a true opportunity to achieve world domination. The general wanted very much to bring down the super powers such as the United States, Britain, Japan, China... all of them he felt had held them down and minimized their true place in the world.
President Louse and Dr. Gordon were meeting in the general’s private office at the facility. The general was already sitting at the head of the conference room table when Dr. Gordon was escorted into the room.
"You are late Dr. Gordon." said the general with a scowling look as if he wanted to kill him for such an offense.
Dr. Gordon did not help his cause with his nonchalant attitude. The doctor placed his brief case on the table and sat down with a grin on his face and said “Now general you and I both know that killing me would be counter-productive for our needs. So flush those thoughts from your mind and let’s concentrate on making money shall we.”
The general waved his staff out of his office. As the last one left the room he continued “Your insubordination is not appreciated. It is not good for my staff to see such things. They must see respect to me always.”
Dr. Gordon replied in a sincere tone “General I do apologize. I will try to avoid such matters in the future. I assure you it was unavoidable in this case.” As Gordon said this he thought “That blonde was definitely unavoidably luscious is more like it but let’s kip the details.”
The sincere attempt at an apology did seem to appease the general’s ego. The general continued “I understand a foreign nano network was discovered in Brazil? This distresses me as you told me we would have at least a year, possibly longer, before we would have any opposition. How do you explain this?”
“General I…” then realizing the generals sensitivity about world domination “we do not control the world as yet, so obviously there has been some work going on with nano technology in covert activities and more than likely it is DATIS.” Seeing the immediate concern on the general’s face Dr. Gordon sped up his point. “However I do not see this as a major concern because it is all dependent upon how advanced their nano technology is centered on espionage activities. Yes, DATIS now knows nano technology was used in the coup in Brazil. I also bet they are scratching their heads on how they are going to respond fast enough before they lose their stranglehold on the world as well.”
The general sat there staring back with the look of doubt and skepticism. “General have there been any similar recorded events ever in the history of mankind that surgically executed two thousand five hundred soldiers in a few minutes? No! So it is a fairly safe bet that no one has developed the nano assault technology we have which still gives us a tremendous advantage over anyone.” continued Dr. Gordon. It will still take DATIS, or anyone else, at least a year to fully develop even the first functional weapons. In the meantime we will keep refining our capabilities and we will proceed more cautiously. But in reality general we stick to the plan. Brazil was our fire sale. It was a demonstration to all the other governments of what we can do and we need to start taking orders so we may amass the funds we need for your plans to lead all nations of the world. Also DATIS still does not know who we are. The only person who can even identify us is Brazil’s General Alverez who is under a three month exile to not leave the capital grounds. He is to remain in our nano prison we created around him so no unwanted guests can access him. Even he has very limited knowledge of the technology itself. So I say to you general it is full speed ahead!”
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