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“Marshall Vian Summers has accomplished a
brilliant piece of work. It is an experience just to sit down and
read it. You really do feel moved to assess where you are in life.
You feel called upon to ask the difficult inquiry of yourself, ‘Is
this really the direction I want to be moving?’ There were parts as
I was moving through the book I just wanted to shut it, I didn’t
want to hear it, but I knew it was a great challenge to seek deep
within oneself and ask those difficult questions concerning what
road I will choose to travel. The Great Waves of Change is
written for everyone.”
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 Introduction

Humanity has crossed a critical threshold
where we will have to adapt to a whole new set of circumstances.
This will require a united effort between governments and peoples
to bring new levels of skill, technology and cooperation to meet
the requirements of living in a radically changing world.

At the core of this united effort are the
courage and the ability within people to see what is coming, to
know what to do and to act wisely in the face of increasing
uncertainty and upheaval. Nature has given us this courage and this
set of abilities, but they have become latent and forgotten within
the human family. More than anything else, it is these abilities
that will determine how, and even if, humanity will prepare for the
Great Waves of change and the kind of world we will all have to
face as a result.

In facing the Great Waves of change,
preparation is the key. The preparation is not merely about
fortifying your outer life or attempting to build a sustainable
lifestyle. Instead, it is about preparing for a whole new reality.
This new reality will require that you become self-reliant and able
to call upon a deeper strength within yourself and within others, a
strength that few people are yet aware of. This strength is within
you now and has been with you all along. This book will reveal to
you where it can be found and how it can be used.

The preparation begins with what you see in
the world and what you are aware of within yourself. As you
proceed, the preparation strengthens your ability to be perceptive,
resourceful and wise in responding to changing and unpredictable
circumstances.

If you can recognize the reality and the
power of the Great Waves to impact your life, this will naturally
begin a long process of re-evaluation regarding how you live, where
you live, your use of resources, the strength or weakness of your
relationships in helping you to prepare and the direction your life
really needs to follow.

In facing great change and uncertainty,
particularly if it has not been anticipated, people do not rely
upon logic and reason as much as upon assumptions, habits and the
behavior of the people around them. This is why the inner
preparation is so important. Without this inner preparation, people
will tend to wait until the last moment to react when their options
will be few, if any. When many people respond in this way, there is
chaos.

We each have a greater intelligence within us
called Knowledge that is not afraid of the future or the challenge
of changing our lives. This native intelligence has the power to
move us or to restrain us when necessary and to enable us to find
the people and the opportunities that hold the greatest promise for
our lives. The significance, power and application of this greater
intelligence go far beyond our notions of intuition and instinct.
Here the Great Waves of change, though dangerous and largely
unforeseen, hold the ultimate opportunity for those who can prepare
to reclaim this deeper intelligence to secure their lives and to
find their unique contribution to a world in need.

Here you will find, presented in the most
clear and uncompromising manner, the gravity of the Great Waves of
change and the kinds of fundamental decisions each of us will have
to face and to make if we are to wisely prepare. There are two
minds within us: a worldly mind that is shaped by the prevailing
beliefs and attitudes of our families and culture and a deeper,
more powerful mind that is free from these influences. Which voice
within us we respond to and choose to follow will make all the
difference in our ability to see, to know and to act wisely when
others around us seem unable or unwilling to do so.

This book confronts us with dangerous
scenarios that are the logical outcome of our collective failure to
respond adequately to the Great Waves of change that are already
beginning to impact our world. It speaks to the fundamental
question, “How will you know what to do in the difficult times
ahead?” Governments cannot tell you. Scientists cannot tell you.
Religious leaders cannot tell you. How will you answer this
question for yourself? This book shows you how.

The message of The Great Waves of
Change is direct and challenging. Its assault upon human
ignorance, assumptions and arrogance is unrelenting. Yet this book
gives us real vision about the kind of world we will have to face
and where, above all other things, we will find the source of our
strength, wisdom and courage to navigate the difficult times ahead.
Those difficult times have now begun. The Great Waves of change are
upon us.

Marshall Vian Summers

Seattle, 2009




 Chapter 1

The Great Waves of Change

Great change is coming to the world, change
unlike anything that humanity as a whole has ever seen before—Great
Waves of change all converging at this time. For humanity has
impacted the world in so many ways, and the results of that impact
are now gathering—gathering strength, gathering force, converging
at a time when humanity is largely unaware and unprepared.

These Great Waves are not one event. They are
not one simple thing that happens at one time only, for humanity
has set in motion forces of change now that it must contend with on
an ongoing basis. For you are now living in a world of declining
resources, a world whose climate has been seriously affected, a
world whose ecological condition is deteriorating, a world where
humanity will have to face the prospects of great shortages of food
and water and the risks of disease and illness on a very large
scale, even affecting the wealthy nations of the world. The balance
has now been tipped and changed, and the human family as a whole
must unite and gather together to deal with these great
challenges.

In a world of ever-growing population and
declining resources, humanity will face a great decision, a
fundamental choice in which direction to go. Do nations compete and
challenge each other for the remaining resources? Do they fight and
struggle over who will control these resources and who will have
access to these resources? For indeed, all the great wars of
humanity’s turbulent past have been a struggle, fundamentally, over
gaining access to and control over resources.

Will the wealthy nations of the world insist
that their lifestyle must be preserved and therefore enter into
competition and conflict with one another, further degrading the
rest of the world, robbing the poorer people of the world of their
own ability to sustain themselves so that some grand or indulgent
lifestyle can be maintained in the wealthy nations?

If humanity chooses this path, it will enter
a period of prolonged conflict and permanent decline. Instead of
preserving and distributing the remaining resources and generating
the ability to adapt to a new world condition, humanity will
destroy what is left, leaving itself poor and bereft, with immense
loss of human life and with very grim and grave prospects for the
future.

Yet if humanity chooses a different path,
recognizing the inherent dangers involved in facing these Great
Waves of change, recognizing the seriousness of their reality and
the great consequences that they can have for the well-being and
for the future of humanity, then wise individuals and leaders of
nations and religious institutions can recognize that divided,
humanity will fail in the face of the Great Waves of change. But
united, humanity can chart a new course, prepare for the impacts of
the Great Waves of change and set in course the beginnings of a
greater cooperation and a greater unity than humanity as a whole
has ever experienced before. This will be generated now not by
religious principles or by high ethics, but by sheer necessity
itself.

For what can one nation hope to achieve if
the world plunges into conflict and deprivation? Nations of the
world are far too interdependent now to choose the path of war and
conflict without bringing ruin and deprivation to everyone.

United, you have a great chance. Divided, you
will fail. And your failure will be longstanding, and it will be
extremely costly—greater than any war that has ever occurred in
this world will it be, more devastating than any human conflict
that humanity has ever known.

The choices are few, but they are
fundamental. And those choices must not be made simply by the
leaders of nations and religious institutions, but by each citizen.
Each person must choose whether they will fight and compete,
whether they will resist the Great Waves of change, whether they
will struggle with themselves and with others to maintain whatever
lifestyle they are holding onto. Or will they recognize the great
danger, and will they unite to begin to prepare for its impact and
to build a new and different kind of future for humanity?

For you cannot maintain the way you live now.
Those rich nations, those wealthy people, those people who have
become accustomed to affluence, feeling it is not only a right but
an entitlement from God and from life—they must be prepared to
change the way they live, to live far more simply, to live far more
equitably, for the sharing of the remaining resources will require
this.

The rich will have to take care of the poor,
and the poor will have to take care of one another, or failure
faces everyone, rich and poor. There will be no winners if human
civilization should fail. There will be no supreme nations. There
will be no supreme tribe or group or religious body if civilization
fails. And the Great Waves of change have the power to lead human
civilization to failure. That is how great they are. That is how
long reaching their impact will be.

Therefore, the first great challenge facing
you is to face the great challenge—without insisting upon
solutions, without fighting against the truth of what you know and
what you see, without blaming other people or expecting someone
else to take care of the problem for you. Everyone must take
responsibility in how they live, in how they think, in what they
do, in the decisions before them today, and in the decisions that
they will have to face in the future. Everyone, particularly those
of the wealthy nations, will have to reconsider where they live,
how they live, what kind of employment they have, how they make a
living, how they use the resources of the world, how they use
energy—all of these things. It is certainly not a time to be
ambivalent or complacent.

It is certainly not a time to just think that
government leaders should take care of the problem for you, for you
must now look to your life and to your circumstances.

It is as if the bill has come due. Humanity
has been spending and borrowing its natural inheritance for so
long, postponing the payment of the consequences of this for so
long, and now the bill has come due. Now the consequences are
emerging powerfully, and there are many of them.

Now you must reckon what you have created.
You must reckon your condition. You must reckon your circumstances.
You must reckon the world that you are creating for yourself. For
humanity has squandered its natural inheritance. This abundant,
magnificent world that the Creator of all life has given to
humanity as its own world has been plundered and squandered and
wasted—through greed, through corruption, through war and conflict,
through irresponsible behavior, through unawareness and
ignorance—and now the consequences are beginning to emerge. They
are not simply a distant possibility or a problem for some future
generation.

This is the world that you have come to
serve. This is the world you have created. These are the
circumstances facing you now. You must face them. You must take
responsibility that you have played a small part in creating them.
You must accept this responsibility without shame, but the
responsibility is there nonetheless. For in the face of the Great
Waves of change, there is nowhere to run and hide. You cannot
simply pack your bags and move to the country or go find someplace
to hide while the storm passes over, for this storm will last a
long time, and there is nowhere to hide.

Only Knowledge within you, the deeper
intelligence that God has placed within you, will know how to deal
with these circumstances and with the immense change that is coming
for humanity. Only this deeper Knowledge, this sacred Knowledge,
will know how to navigate the difficult times ahead, will know how
to sail the troubled waters, for troubled waters there will be.

Perhaps you are accustomed to being
untroubled by the greater problems of the world. Perhaps you have
insulated yourself sufficiently where they seem to be distant,
where they do not seem to be a problem for you. They seem to be
someone else’s problem, a problem in another country, a problem
that other people have to face and deal with. But such insulation
now is over. It is not possible that you will not be greatly
impacted by the Great Waves of change. It is not possible that they
will not change your circumstances, perhaps even dramatically.

In essence, you cannot change what is coming
now, but you can prepare for it. You can adapt to it. You can use
it to contribute to the well-being of people, for this indeed is
why you have come to the world. At a greater level, beyond your
thoughts and beliefs, is the truth that you have come into the
world for a mission, that you are here for a purpose and that God
has sent you into the world to serve the world, under the very
circumstances that are approaching you now.

Therefore, while in your mind you may respond
with great fear or trepidation, with anger and indignation—you may
be immensely confused and perplexed; you may feel helpless and
impotent in the face of such great challenges—but deeper within
you, at the level of Knowledge, this indeed is your time. This is
the time when the great calling will sound for you. This is the
time when your greater gifts will come forward, for you yourself
cannot bring them forward. They must be called out of you. And the
calling must come from the world, for you cannot call yourself if
the calling is to be genuine. You cannot initiate yourself into a
greater life. For the calling must come from beyond you—calling
your gifts out of you, calling you into a greater state of mind and
awareness and into a greater position of responsibility.

Without this calling, you will simply either
go into denial and try to forget and remain ignorant and foolish,
or you will fight and struggle to preserve whatever entitlements
you feel you have or that are still due to you. You will act out of
fear and anger. You will lash out at others. You will be immensely
afraid and incredibly confused. You will believe that something
will save you, that there is a solution on the horizon that will
make all these problems go away. You will not see and you will not
know and you will not prepare. And when the Great Waves come, you
will be unprepared, and you will be vulnerable.

Surely, you have seen that nature is
unmerciful to the unprepared. Nature shows no mercy to those who
are not prepared for eventualities. God wishes to save you failure,
conflict and discord. That is why Knowledge has been placed within
you. God knows what is coming for humanity. But people remain blind
and foolish and self-indulgent. God knows that if you do not
prepare, if you do not become strong with Knowledge, if you do not
allow your gifts to be called out of you, if you cling to an old
life, an old set of ideas and assumptions, then you will fail. And
your failure will be terrible.



Yet Knowledge within you is ready to respond.
It is not afraid of the Great Waves. In fact, it has been prepared
for them all along, for this is your destiny. You did not come into
the world simply to be a consumer, simply to occupy space, simply
to further degrade the world and to use up its resources. That is
not what has brought you here, and in your heart you know this to
be true. But what you know to be true and what you think are not
yet the same. And you must then align yourself with Knowledge and
learn The Way of Knowledge and take the steps to Knowledge so that
it becomes your guide and counsel.

You will need this inner certainty, for
around you there will be confusion, anger and conflict as people
are deprived, as people feel threatened, as the security of people
everywhere becomes challenged. You will see individuals and groups
reacting with rage and indignation. You will see nations
threatening one another, and this is already happening. And the
great conflicts that will emerge and the great danger of war will
all be masked by politics and religion, when in fact the conflict
is over resources. Who will have these resources? Who will control
these resources?

Such conflicts have already begun and are
well under way. And the prospect for greater conflicts, for greater
wars, is growing with each passing day. There is already fire
burning in the world, and the embers for greater fires of conflict
are being stoked, and the conditions are ripe for their
emergence.

Surely, if you want to be protected and to
benefit from the great change that is coming, you cannot remain in
your current position, your current way of thinking, your current
assumptions. There must be a profound shift within you, and this
shift will be brought about both by the conditions of the world and
by the emergence of Knowledge within you. You cannot stay where you
are mentally, psychologically and emotionally and have any real
hope of surviving and benefiting from the great change that is
coming.

This is the great warning that the New
Message (See “Important Terms”) is presenting. The Great Waves of
change are coming to the world, and humanity is now facing
competition from beyond the world— intervention from races beyond
the world who seek to take advantage of a weak and divided
humanity, who seek to benefit from the decline of human
civilization. The New Message Teaching presents this reality very
clearly. And it is not difficult to understand once you let down
your defenses, once you set aside your preferences, once you look
with clear eyes and listen to the world to see and to know.

Yet, remarkably, such common sense is not
common. People are lost in what they want or in what they are
afraid to lose. They are lost in their conflicts, in their
grievances, in their struggles with themselves and each other. So
what is clear and natural to see, to hear, to know and to do
becomes lost— overlaid by human preoccupation, human desire and
human conflict.

Surely, humanity is reaching a great
threshold now that will determine its fate and its future. The
evidence of this is all around you, and you can feel it within
yourself—the sense of anxiety, the sense of uncertainty, the
confusion, the apprehension. The signs in the world are speaking to
you—telling you that great change is coming, that it is at your
doorstep.

You can feel these things if you allow
yourself to feel these things—without trying to hide or run away
from them, or without insisting that you be happy and carefree,
without foolish pursuits to keep your mind preoccupied and
distracted so that you do not hear the signs of the world, the
calling of the world and the stirring of Knowledge within
yourself.

This is your time. This is why you have come.
These are the great events of your time. This is the great
threshold that humanity is facing, for you must now prepare for a
future that will be unlike the past. Life will not go on as you
have known it, uninterrupted. Humanity will not simply find other
sources of energy or some magic solution to maintain the privileges
of the few.

For you are living in a world in decline. The
very resources that give your nations wealth, security and
stability are now diminishing. The environment in which you live
will come under increasing duress through environmental
degradation, through change in climate and through so many impacts
that humanity has had for so long upon the world itself.

Therefore, you stand at the precipice. Will
you choose to remain ignorant and will you fight and struggle when
your ignorance and your denial fail you finally? Or will you choose
the path of courage and wisdom to prepare and to allow God’s great
gift of Knowledge to guide you and to direct you?

To know the meaning of God’s great gift, you
must see the gravity and the depth of the challenge facing
humanity. You must feel the need within yourself, recognizing that
you yourself do not have an answer and that even your nations and
your experts and your scientists do not really have an answer. They
have solutions for parts of the problem. They are working towards
alerting and preparing humanity, but humanity is way behind now in
preparing for the Great Waves of change. The hour is late, and you
are unprepared.

You therefore must feel the real need within
yourself to respond to the great gift that God is giving now—a gift
unlike anything humanity has ever received before—for humanity is
now facing a challenge and a crisis unlike anything it has ever
faced before.

To see the solution, you must feel the need.
You must recognize the need. You must face the Great Waves of
change. You must begin to piece together the pieces and the signs
to see the picture that it is showing you. This picture is clear
and obvious, but it is not obvious to those who are not looking,
who are not thinking, who are not making the fundamental
associations that must be made if you are to see the picture
clearly.

Any courageous course of action to redirect
your focus and your energy always must be based upon an inner and
pressing need. Under quiescent circumstances, people rarely make
any progress at all in any field of endeavor. The real progress
must be driven by a deep and pressing need—the pressure both from
your circumstances and from the needs of the world and also from
Knowledge within you. Knowledge is urging you to become aware. It
is urging you to prepare yourself psychologically, emotionally and
practically for the great challenges that are coming now, for the
great events of your life and for the great relationships that you
are meant to have. Yet these relationships will only arise in
meeting a greater challenge in life.

Do not worry that others are not responding.
Do not concern yourself that humanity remains ignorant and
indulgent and foolish in its conquests and its conflicts. For the
calling is for you. You have to take responsibility for your life
and for your reasons for being here. The calling is for you. You do
not need a consensus with others to respond. In fact, you will not
have such a consensus. You may be the only person you know who is
responding. Even if this is the case, you must respond. You cannot
wait for others to give you the reassurance that you should
respond, for when everyone responds, there will be panic and
discord. There will be tribulation and conflict. You do not want to
wait until the moment when everyone responds, for that will be
chaos.

You must prepare yourself and your life. You
must fortify your relationships. You must educate the people you
know that are close to you—those who can hear and those who can
respond. You must set aside your goals and preferences to respond
to the world. You must reevaluate where you live, how you live and
who you are with in terms of who can travel with you, who can
prepare with you and who cannot. You must reevaluate your work and
its viability for the future. And you must do this without everyone
around you encouraging you and agreeing with you, for this will be
unlikely.

Your mind will not want to face the future.
Your mind will want other things because the mind is weak and
fallible. It is driven by fear and preference. But there is a
greater mind within you, the mind of Knowledge. It is not
distracted. It is not in conflict with itself. It is not subject to
seduction by the world or by any other force, for it only responds
to God. It is the only part of you that is completely pure and
reliable, and it is the only part of you that is wise. It contains
your greater purpose for coming into the world, and it represents
your fundamental relationship with God, which has not been lost in
the Separation.

Despite all the appearances of this world,
despite all of the activities and indulgences and tragedies of this
world, you remain connected to God. And God has sent you into the
world to serve a world in great need. That is why you are who you
are. That is why you have a unique nature. That is why you have
certain strengths that must be used and certain weaknesses that
must be recognized and managed properly. For you cannot be weak and
ambivalent in the face of the Great Waves of change. They will call
out of you your core strength, and you will need this core strength
now. You cannot be fooling around in the face of such great and
immense difficulties and challenges.

Indeed, the Great Waves are converging on the
world. You cannot escape them. They are profound and will be long
lasting. Do you have the clarity, the sobriety and the honesty to
see them clearly, to brace yourself for them emotionally and
psychologically and begin to build a foundation for yourself—a
foundation created by Knowledge within you, a foundation of
relationships, a foundation of activities and a foundation of
wisdom? You build this foundation not only to be able to navigate
these great challenges, but to be able to assist and to serve
others.

For you must know that the human need will
grow far greater in the future. Everyone will become poorer, and
many will be destitute. You must have the strength here not only to
take care of yourself but to take care of others as well—to take
care of the elderly, to take care of children. Certainly, you
yourself will not take care of everyone, but it will be clear who
amongst your neighbors or your relations are especially weak and
vulnerable. You must be strong enough to take care of them as
well.

Though this seems overwhelming, though this
is not what you prefer, this in fact is what will redeem you, for
this will call you out of your conflicts, your addictions, your low
self-esteem, your regrets, your painful memories. This will force
you to establish a real relationship with yourself, with others and
with the world.

So do not look upon the Great Waves of change
only as a tragedy or as a great danger, but as a calling, as a
requirement— a calling and a requirement that can restore and
redeem you, that can call forth Knowledge within you and the great
gifts that you have come to give, gifts that will be determined by
the very circumstances that are emerging now.

The Great Waves of change will bring great
clarity to your life, and they will show you both your weakness and
your strength. They will shake you out of your dreams of
fulfillment and tragedy. They will bring you to your senses, and
they will bring you to Knowledge within you. Therefore, do not
repudiate them. Do not deny them. Do not think that they are
insignificant or that people will have a simple solution to them,
for to do so is to deny yourself the calling and the power of your
time and the redemption that it is meant to bring to you who were
sent into the world for these very circumstances.

This will reunite you with your strength, and
it will break your attachment to your weaknesses, for it is you who
must be called forth now. This is not a problem for others to take
care of, for everyone must take a part. And the more who can be
called into their greater purpose here, the greater will be the
chances for humanity, the greater will be the promise for humanity
and the greater will be the likelihood that humanity will be able
to survive the Great Waves of change and to set a new course and a
new direction and a greater unity and cooperation in the
process.

Yet it depends upon you and the strength that
you were born with, the strength which must now come to the fore in
the Knowledge that God has placed within you, which alone knows the
way forward.

For the great times are upon you. This is
your time. This is your calling. This is where your real strength
will be found. Real strength is never found when people are
complacent and sleep. It is only found when people are responding
and acting with true direction and intention.

With the New Message Teaching, humanity now
has great hope. For the first time, spirituality is being presented
at the level of Knowledge. It is a great calling. It is a great
gift. It brings with it wisdom beyond what humanity has ever
established. It calls people out of the shadows—out of conflict,
out of controversy, out of addiction, out of tragedy—to respond to
a world in need.

For the New Message speaks to the great need
of the world—the Great Waves of change and the Greater Darkness of
intervention that is in the world. It speaks to the greater purpose
that has called everyone here. It speaks to the power of Knowledge
and reveals how Knowledge can be discovered and experienced. It
speaks to the level of relationships that people must reach if they
are to find real union and power with one another. It speaks of
humanity’s future in the Greater Community of intelligent life in
the Universe and the great threshold that humanity must pass
through to find its greater destiny and fulfillment.

You are blessed, then, to receive this
Message, to be alerted to the Great Waves of change and to the
Greater Darkness that is in the world. For you have time to become
aware, to brace yourself and to prepare your life and to receive
the guidance that God is giving you through the Knowledge that you
were born with, which is God’s greatest endowment to you and to the
world.


 Chapter 2

The Great Waves and Your Life

People will ask, “What will these Great Waves
look like? What can we expect? What are we really preparing for? Is
it a difficult situation or is it a terrible situation?” The answer
depends upon many things—upon human response and
responsibility.

Certainly, the resources of the world will be
diminished, and there will be great difficulty in securing them,
particularly in poor countries and for poor people. And the risk of
conflict and war over these diminishing resources will be very
great. The risk will be very great.

How will people respond? Will humanity
destroy itself as it struggles and fights over who will get the
remaining resources, or will there be a greater union and
cooperation? The answer is uncertain, but in either case you are
moving into a time of great difficulty.

The climate of the world will change and
become warmer in most places—diminishing food production,
diminishing water supplies, creating great difficulties in certain
regions of the world. The risk of the breakdown of society is
extremely great under these circumstances, and the fact that most
people are either unaware of this or are taking it far too lightly
gives great concern.

Humanity has overspent its natural
inheritance. It has overused the world, this place of magnificence
and abundance. Humanity has not planned for the future. It has not
restrained its behavior. It has wasted its great natural
inheritance through greed and through conflict, through misuse and
corruption, and now it will have to face the consequences. You will
have to pay for the sins of the past, as your children will have to
pay for the sins of the present. These sins are errors, fundamental
errors, and in some cases tremendous errors.

Therefore, you cannot escape this. You cannot
move somewhere else and be immune from the Great Waves of change.
You will have to live very differently, and only Knowledge within
you can guide you specifically in this matter. Beyond following the
“Recommendations for Living in a Great Waves World” that are
included in this book, it will be up to Knowledge within you, the
strength of your relationships with others and the courage and
objectivity you can bring to your circumstances that will determine
the path that you must follow. For everything will be changing, and
there will be great uncertainty.

Where you live, how you live and who you are
with will all have tremendous bearing on what kind of circumstances
you will have to face. And you will have to gain access to
Knowledge—the deeper mind within you, the mind that God has created
within you—to answer these questions. The answer will not
necessarily be an explanation, but a series of steps— things you
must do, step by step. For great change requires that you move
incrementally step by step. The only exception to this is being in
an extreme emergency, such as being in a house on fire or on a
sinking ship. But beyond this, you must follow a series of actions
which may not make any sense to you at all in the moment, a series
of actions which others might consider to be foolish or irrational.
You will have to follow these.

Ask yourself, “Where should I live?” Keep
asking, and the steps will begin to appear if there is any change
you must make in this regard. You cannot ask only once. You must
ask repeatedly. You must be with the question. You must live with
the question and be open, really open, to what might be presented
to you, particularly if you already sense that where you are is not
permanent, or you have concern over its viability as a place to
live in the future.

You must be very open, you see, because
Knowledge will not just take you to the place that is the safest or
the easiest. It will guide you to the place where your greater
strengths can emerge, where your destiny can be fulfilled and where
you will be able to meet the really important people in your life
and engage in the really important activities in your life.

This is entirely beyond the scope of just
being safe and secure. And this is one of the reasons that people
do not understand the answer when the answer is given. They do not
understand or trust their deeper inclinations because they are
asking the question with a hidden motive to get what they want—to
be enriched, to be protected, to keep what they have or to have
more. But this is not the emphasis of Knowledge. Knowledge will
protect you here, but it will protect you and save you for a
greater purpose.

In a way, the Great Waves of change provide a
very optimum environment for Knowledge to emerge because there is
really no place that you will be safe. There will be no place that
will really be secure, where you can enjoy the kinds of benefits
you might have enjoyed in the past, where you will feel safe and
immune from the difficulties that will be emerging all around
you.

The survival of your personality is not the
issue here. It is the fulfillment of your mission. For you have
chosen to come into the world at a time when the Great Waves would
be striking the world. You have come at a time when humanity would
have to deal with competition from the Greater Community, from
invasive forces from the Universe around you. You have come at a
time of great difficulty and uncertainty, a time of great discord
and risk of war. Therefore, do not be in complaint. Do not deny or
condemn the circumstances of the world when, in fact, they hold the
greatest possibility for your redemption and for your fulfillment
here.

Your great relationships will not come to you
while you are hiding out somewhere pretending to be happy, safe and
secure, surrounded by all your unnecessary possessions, involved in
simple and innocuous and foolish activities. The great
relationships will not come to you under these circumstances, only
casual friendships, only people who share your hobbies or others
who want to exploit you or share in whatever wealth you might
have.

The great relationships will come in facing
great change and difficulty because it is within this environment
that the deeper and truer nature of people becomes evident. And
people will have to choose a greater allegiance within themselves
and a greater allegiance to others. This is where great
relationships become recognized, cultivated and expressed. No more
foolish and indulgent romances here. No more wasting your time
trying to have endless pleasure with someone when, in fact, you
have nowhere to go together and nothing really important to do
together. No more wasting your life on chasing beauty, charm and
wealth; having fantasies about yourself and other people; trying to
look good, to be accepted and degrading yourself in every possible
way to gain the attraction or the admiration of some person. There
will be little time for such things now.

While these times are extremely dangerous and
hazardous, they provide the optimum environment for you to discover
your greater strengths and with this, a set of greater
relationships. This is where the greater purpose and meaning of
your life can emerge if you can understand your situation correctly
and if you learn to engage with your deeper nature and to rely upon
it increasingly.

Here you must respond when others are not
responding. You must take precautions when others are not taking
precautions. You must change your circumstances when there appears
to be no immediate reason for doing it. You must follow an inner
urging and an inner direction, without really understanding what is
happening and what your future or the outcome will look like. If
you do not have the strength or courage to do this, you will just
stand where you are, becoming increasingly full of anxiety and
confusion, increasingly worried, increasingly frustrated and
compulsive until your circumstances just fall away and erode your
life, like a person who is standing on a slowly shrinking island or
in a boat that is taking on water increasingly.

You are going to have to be prepared to take
dramatic action, and you may have to act alone. Not everyone who is
with you now—your friends or even your family—will necessarily
respond to the Great Waves of change or to the power and influence
of Knowledge within them. Just being worried and concerned is not
enough. Just being aware of the problem is not enough. You must be
prepared to act—not hastily, not compulsively, not in a panic, but
carrying out steps in your preparation.

The New Message has provided Steps to
Knowledge so that you can begin to build this deeper connection
to Knowledge, a connection that you will have to rely upon
increasingly in the future as all other sources of certainty become
challenged, upset and in conflict.

For where will you turn, who will you turn to
in times of great change and uncertainty? Your government? Your
friends? Your family? Your religion? And if you cannot find any
certainty or clarity there, will you run away into your hobbies or
your fantasies or your passions? This is a critical question, you
see.

God has given you Knowledge to guide you, to
protect you and to lead you to a greater fulfillment in the world
as it is. Therefore, do not ask anything more from God. If you
cannot receive this great endowment—a gift beyond your estimation,
a gift that will serve you every day and in every circumstance—if
you cannot receive this, if you will not trust this, if you will
not follow this, then do not ask for a miracle. You may ask, but
you are going to have to rely upon what God has given you. You have
created a world where this will be increasingly necessary, a world
where fantasy, speculation and presumption will be increasingly
difficult to create and maintain.

Times will become more difficult. People will
become more impoverished. Everything will become more expensive and
in some cases unavailable. How will you function in this
environment? You will have to turn to simple pleasures—the pleasure
of the moment, the beauty of nature, connecting with other people
in a significant way, enjoying very simple things. Relationships
will have to be simple and honest now. Though many people will use
deception to gain advantage over others, relationships will have to
become very simple, direct and honest.

In a way, your life will have to become more
authentic, more healthy and more in balance instead of this frantic
pursuit to fulfill your fantasies and your needs, your expectations
and the expectations of others—this frantic, desperate, unhappy
life where you have no sense of yourself or where you are going or
what you are really about.

So even in the face of the Great Waves of
change, even in the face of the dangers of intervention and
competition from beyond the world, you have an opportunity to bring
your life into order, to establish a genuine set of priorities and
to stop wasting your time, your energy and your life force on
things that have no meaning, value or purpose. You have the
opportunity to become strong, integrated, balanced, courageous,
objective and compassionate, whereas before you were simply an
addict of your culture, trying to have, be and do things that were
not essential to your nature or to your greater purpose for being
here.

Here your relationship with yourself becomes
critical, fundamental, practical and mysterious. Whatever
difficulties you have had from the past and whatever defects or
deficiencies you now have will be overshadowed by the need of the
moment and the need to prepare for the future. This is the perfect
antidote to self-obsession and mental illness, to poor mental
health and poor emotional health. You will have to do things now
you have never had to do, to learn things you have never had to
learn, to become resourceful and observant.

Do not look at the future, thinking and
worrying about what you might lose. Recognize that the future has
the power to uplift you, to give you back to yourself, to restore
to you your true purpose for coming here and your true
capabilities. But you must gain access to Knowledge, for only
Knowledge knows who you are, why you are here and how you will be
able to navigate the difficult times ahead.

If you can prepare in advance, you will be in
a position to help others. If you wait, the change you will have to
make will be desperate, expensive and hazardous. If you put it off
or question it or doubt it or think it is not important, you will
put yourself in ever-increasing jeopardy, and your chances of
success will diminish as a result.

This is not an idle matter. This is not mere
speculation. The New Message is telling you what is coming. It is
warning you. It is preparing you. But it is still up to you to
respond, to be responsible—to be able to respond and to learn how
to follow, step by step, the things that you must do, with courage
and determination.

Time is important now. You do not have time
to languish. You do not have time to be distracted, carried away
with other things or caught up in the circumstances of your life.
There is no time for this now. You must take your life seriously.
You must pay attention to the signs of the world that are telling
you that great change is coming. You must learn to listen to the
movement of Knowledge and the urging of Knowledge within
yourself.

Your study of Steps to Knowledge will
teach you how to read the signs of the world and the signs of
Knowledge, for this is a very different kind of education, unlike
anything the world itself can provide. This education is without
fantasy. It is without prejudice. It is without an idealistic view
of the future. It is without human compromise and human corruption.
It is pure and powerful, and you must become powerful to engage
with it, and it will give you this power, indeed.

There will be great human need in the future.
Many people will not have enough food or shelter. There will be
great civil unrest in the large cities and in smaller communities
as well. You must be strong enough not only to gain a secure
position for yourself, but also to assist others, especially the
elderly and the young. Lives will be lost through conflict and
deprivation. This will depend upon whether nations and cultures
choose to share the resources of the world or to try to gain them
for themselves.

So there is a range of outcomes here from
difficult to terrible. It is not up to you to determine the
outcome. It is up to you to prepare for the future and to live
fully in the moment— eyes wide open, paying attention, being
responsible and exerting yourself appropriately. You do not need to
read many books now. You do not need to go see movies. You do not
need to engage in endless and pointless conversations with people.
You do not need to immerse yourself in your hobbies and your
interests. Only what is essential and deeply meaningful to you
should you focus on.

You have Four Pillars in your life. Like the
four legs of a table, they uphold your life. Think of your life
then in terms of having Four Pillars—a Pillar of Relationships, a
Pillar of Health, a Pillar of Work and Providership and a Pillar of
Spiritual Development. Your life is only as strong as the weakest
Pillar, the weakest leg of the table. How much you can see, how
much you can know and how much you can do will be dependent upon
the strength of these Pillars.

Most people’s Pillars are barely built.
Perhaps they have put all their emphasis in one area. They have
focused their whole life on relationships, or they have focused
their entire life on their work and their career, or they have
become obsessed with their health, and it dominates everything that
they do. Or perhaps they have run away and tried to immerse
themselves in their spiritual practice and religious beliefs, while
allowing the rest of their lives to be undeveloped and out of
balance.

There are few people who have built two
Pillars. But very few people have adequately built all Four Pillars
of their lives. To do so is a perfect antidote to eccentricity and
extremism. For if you are really building and maintaining the Four
Pillars of your life, you cannot be extreme or eccentric in any
area. You cannot be compulsive. You cannot be addicted because you
will be so busy taking care of the fundamental Pillars of your
life, you will not have time for foolishness or self-destructive
behaviors. What a blessing this would be, and the results are
profound, giving you a strong life, a broad set of abilities and
competence in every aspect of your life.

Your Pillar of Relationships must include
people who are capable of responding to the Great Waves of
change—people who function not from fear and anxiety, but from
certainty and conviction and the desire to support and assist the
world.

Your Pillar of Work must represent work that
is sustainable into the future—work that provides real goods or
services to people, work that engages you meaningfully with others
and that can provide at least the basics of what you need to live
in the world.

In your Pillar of Health, your body and your
mind must function as vehicles for Knowledge. For the body serves
the mind, and the mind serves the Spirit in the true hierarchy of
your Being. You do not have to be beautiful or athletic or
fantastic in any regard, just functional. Good health, good mental
health, good emotional health, self-honesty, honesty with others,
the ability to appreciate and enjoy the moment, the ability to
recognize and prepare for the future, the ability to connect with
Knowledge and have a real foundation in your life and the ability
to have simple and rewarding enjoyments and artistic
expression—these represent the Pillar of Health.

The Pillar of Spiritual Development
fundamentally is about your connection to Knowledge—building this
connection, relying upon this connection, learning the wisdom to
carry it out into the world, learning how to apply it and recognize
it and discerning the power of Knowledge from all other compulsions
or influences in your mind. Whatever your spiritual practice might
be, whatever religious faith you might have, or even if you do not
have a religious faith that you can define, it is your connection
to Knowledge that connects you to what God has given you to protect
you, to guide you and to lead you to a greater fulfillment and
service to the world. This is your Pillar of Spiritual
Development.

You need to build these Four Pillars. It is
essential for the future, for times will become difficult and
unstable. The stronger your foundation, the better equipped you
will be to weather the storms of the world and to deal with the
increasing chaos as people’s confusion, anguish and rage increase
all around you. You will need to know where to go, what to do, what
to say, what not to say, where to give yourself, where not to give
yourself, what to involve yourself in, what not to involve yourself
in, where to speak out, where not to speak out, where to travel and
where not to travel.

You must have this foundation; otherwise, the
Great Waves will wash you away. You will feel overwhelmed. Your
life will be overtaken, and you will be left destitute and subject
to very dark influences in the world and even from beyond the
world. Again, the difficulty of the times is the perfect
opportunity for you to reconnect with your life, to build your Four
Pillars, to reestablish your integrity, to take determined action
and to learn to be courageous and objective.

It is not about perception here, whether you
are loving or fearful. It is really about whether you are wise or
unwise, whether you are responsible or irresponsible. Do not hold
yourself apart and think it is all about perception. The Great
Waves are far more powerful than you are. You will not alter them
with your affirmations or your declarations. But you can learn to
mitigate them, to adapt to them, to use them to your advantage and
to use them to be of assistance to others.

The human need around you will be
immense—greater than any world war it will be. And you will have to
be prepared to take care of people, people you do not even know
perhaps, and to assist others in ways that will be new for you and
unexpected. There will be great shortages of food and in some
places great shortages of water. Your energy resources will become
precious, difficult and expensive to gain access to. There will be
political and economic instability, and there will be much civil
unrest in many places in the world.

This is the world you have come to serve, and
the more you are connected to Knowledge within yourself, the more
you will gain this recognition, which will quiet your fears and
your anxiety and affirm your strength and your great Source and all
of the meaningful relationships that are here to serve and to
assist you.

You have come to serve a world in transition,
a world that will have to unite in many ways to meet the
fundamental needs of the human family, a world that will have to
prepare itself to deal with difficult interventions from races from
beyond the world who are here to take advantage of a weak and
divided humanity.

This is humanity’s greatest hour, greatest
challenge, greatest danger and greatest opportunity for unity and
cooperation, where the resources of humanity and the great talents
of humanity come together to sustain civilization, to restore the
world and to prepare for your future and your destiny within a
Greater Community of intelligent life in the Universe.

Yet you will have to take a very different
tack with it, a different approach. You will have to learn how to
do this and gain strength, and quickly, for time is of the essence
now. Each month and each year is critical in determining whether
you are becoming stronger or weaker, more prepared or less
prepared, more certain or less certain, more connected to others in
a meaningful way or less connected.

The awareness of the Great Waves of change is
God’s great calling for you and great gift to you who are fortunate
enough to read these words. For it is a great love that brings this
warning, this blessing and this preparation into the world—a love
for humanity, a love for the possibilities for humanity and a
concern to provide for humanity what it will need to see, know and
do to prepare to live in a radically changing world and to prepare
for your future within the Greater Community, which represent your
greater destiny now.

Receive this awareness as a gift of great
love, for great love it is. Receive it as a confirmation of what
you most deeply know, for a confirmation it is. Accept it as a gift
out of love and respect, for such it is. Use it and follow it to
the best of your ability, for that is how you honor your
relationship with God. And that is how you will fulfill the great
purpose that has brought you here at this time.


 Chapter 3

Escaping the Past

Humanity is preparing to live in a very
different future, a future unlike the past in so many ways. The
accelerating change that you experience around yourself and even
within yourself gives testimony to this. But it is not merely that
your immediate circumstances are going through change or that you
are perhaps having new kinds of experiences within yourself. The
whole world is changing. For the Great Waves of change are upon the
world, and humanity is now facing Contact and intervention from
intelligent races in the Universe, from the Greater Community of
life in which your world exists.

To be able to recognize this and to respond
to it accordingly, you have to be able to think clearly. You have
to be able to see clearly, with great objectivity. You have to
bring common sense to your decisions. But this seems remarkably
difficult for people and has always been difficult for people
because their thoughts reflect the past. Their assumptions reflect
the past. They assume and believe that the future will be like the
past.

This has become so ingrained that people even
think that life is a set of cycles like the past—economic cycles,
life cycles— as if the past is simply reasserting itself,
recreating itself over and over again like the perpetual
continuance of the seasons, or the rising and falling of the sun.
This past orientation prevents people from seeing clearly, prevents
them from bringing common sense to a new set of questions, prevents
them from recognizing that their lives are changing and that they
have to make decisions now that are perhaps unlike anything they
have ever had to do before.

Many people want to escape the past because
of their failures and their disappointments. These things can haunt
them and often do. But escaping the past has a far greater
importance here. Its importance is related to your ability to see
and know the truth in the moment and to respond to the changing
circumstances of your life.

If you do not see these things and respond
appropriately, change will have a devastating impact upon you. It
will overtake you. You did not see it coming. You did not recognize
the consequences. You did not see the importance of making a
decision way back when you had the opportunity to make the
decision. So much regarding success and failure in life depends on
the ability to see, to know and to respond appropriately, even
facing decisions you are unaccustomed to, even facing circumstances
you are not adapted to and are not used to.

God has put within you a greater
intelligence to help you make these decisions, to help you to see
and recognize a set of circumstances that you must respond to. God
has given you the eyes to see and the ears to hear. But because the
mind is so fixated in the past and on the assumptions from the
past, this seeing and this hearing are greatly impeded and in many
cases overwhelmed.

The past you are escaping is not merely your
own sense of failure, loss and disappointment from previous times.
It is really the influence of the past on your ability to look
ahead, to see what is coming over the horizon of your life, to
recognize the Great Waves of change in a timely manner so that you
may be able to respond to them, prepare yourself for them and so
that you may have the time to change the circumstances or the
situations in your life appropriately.

Knowledge within you will warn you far in
advance of danger and difficulty. But if you cannot hear what
Knowledge is telling you or if you do not take its messages
seriously— dismissing them as mere obscurities or fears that must
be overcome—then you will not benefit from the great voice that God
has placed within you. And though you are intelligent, you will not
function in an intelligent manner. For real intelligence is the
ability and the desire to learn and to adapt. This is what real
intelligence is. Real intelligence is not simply solving complex
problems or building complex machines or being clever and witty.
For if you cannot see and you cannot know, what advantage do these
aspects of your mind give you? If you cannot respond intelligently
to life, then what is the value of your intelligence?

God knows what is coming over the horizon,
and that is why there is a New Message in the world. But if you
cannot see it, if you cannot respond to it, if you cannot mount the
effort to do those things that it is telling you to do, then this
New Message will seem to be lost upon you, and the great endowment
of Knowledge that has been given you will not be yours to benefit
from.

Many people speak of possibilities regarding
the future. The future could be this; the future could be that.
This may happen; that may happen. The Earth may get warmer; the
Earth may get colder. There is endless speculation, but no vision,
no Knowledge and no recognition. People can spend a great deal of
time in speculation and in debate over the possibilities for this
or the possibilities for that. But the speculation is all based
upon the past—past assumptions, past orientation, past beliefs,
past experiences, the history of their lives and the history of
humanity. But if there is no recognition, if there is no real
insight, then all of this time and energy and debate and
speculation are for nothing. It has not benefited you at all.

In debate, you will rest upon the
assumptions that you are most accustomed to. You will seek to
reinforce what you already believe to be true. You will try to
defend your position, assert your perspective and solidify your
beliefs to reinforce the past. This tremendously wasteful
expenditure of your energy, time and resources is actually just an
attempt to reassert what you already think is true and to overcome
any objections to this. Self-fulfilling this is and self-defeating
all at once.

The truth in life is that you do not know
what is going to happen next unless Knowledge gives you an insight
or a clue. People base their whole lives on a set of unquestioned
assumptions about the continuance of things that they recognize and
are accustomed to. But life can give you a new experience and can
rob you of your abilities in a moment. Things can change for you
dramatically in a moment—a great accident, a great loss, a great
illness, a tragic set of events in your community, war, pestilence,
drought, famine or flooding. The list goes on and on, and yet
people are not wary. They are not looking. They are not paying
attention. They are not reading the signs of the world that are
telling them that great change is upon them.

Before there is a great illness, there are
signs. Before there is a great drought, there are signs. Before
there is a failure in your activities, there are signs. Before a
relationship fails, there are signs. Before any great mistake,
there are signs. Yet who is paying attention? Who is looking? Who
has the clarity of mind to see these signs and to interpret them in
the moment for what they really are and for what they really
reveal?

If you are not reading the signs of the
world, you are not behaving in an intelligent manner. You are not
using your intelligence, the greater intelligence that God has
given you—not your social conditioning, not your appeasement of
other people’s expectations of you, not your constant striving to
gain material success or to win approval from others, but the great
intelligence that the Creator of all life has given you to see, to
know and to act with commitment and certainty.

The signs are there. Great Waves are coming
to the world, converging upon humanity—environmental degradation,
changing climate, the loss of resources, the depletion of the
world, the decline of the world and the presence of an intervention
from beyond the world by races who are here to take advantage of a
weak and divided humanity.

There are so many signs. The world is
telling you what is coming. It is warning you. It is trying to get
your attention. But your attention is always on other things—on
your internal problems, on your internal conflicts, on your
memories, on your hopes, on your dreams, on your fears, on your
constant activities and constant stimulation.

Humanity has at this time reached a great
threshold, a turning point where change on a scale that has never
occurred in the world before is beginning now to take place. You
cannot avoid this. You cannot run away and hide somewhere, pack
your bags and move to the country, or move to another country.
Wherever you go, wherever you are, the Great Waves will be there,
and the impacts will grow over time and in many places will be
catastrophic.

The world is telling you this. Knowledge
within yourself is telling you this because it is the truth. It is
not dependent upon a person’s perspective, attitude or beliefs.
These do not change the great circumstances that are coming.
Whether you are loving or fearful will only either help you or
disable you from recognizing the truth of your situation. It is not
a matter of perspective. Do not fool yourself in thinking this. Do
not try to bypass the power of recognition that God has placed
within you that will protect you and guide you and ultimately place
you in a position to be of great service to others.

While your mind, your intellect, does not
know what will happen next, Knowledge within you is responding to
the signs from the world and from the wisdom from God. Therefore,
fundamental to your preparation is building a relationship with
Knowledge, taking the steps to Knowledge and gaining access to the
wisdom and the power that God has placed within you, which now,
more than ever before, will be essential for your survival and
success.

To project into the future expectations
based upon the past is really only a form of dreaming and
fantasizing. It is not intelligent. To think you are going to have
more than your parents had, to think that the world is going to
give you whatever you want, to think that life will yield to your
preferences and to your objectives is to be foolish and
self-defeating.

Now at this great threshold, you will have
to read the signs very carefully and very objectively, both from
what the world is telling you and from what Knowledge within you is
indicating, in order to begin to navigate a changing set of
circumstances, a changing set of situations—navigating the troubled
waters ahead.

Here you must stop dreaming, stop
speculating and stop fantasizing in order to take the time to
become still, to listen, to look and to allow the realization to
slowly come together for you. Here there are no quick answers and
immediate solutions. People want these things and expect them
because they do not have the strength to face uncertainty. They do
not have the skill and the maturity to face a set of circumstances
that they cannot at first understand. So they want or demand
solutions, answers, things that are simple, things that do not
require any work from them or any participation from them, for they
want to keep on dreaming, keeping their life of fantasy going so
the world does not impinge upon them or demand anything from
them.

If you understand what real intelligence is,
you will see how remarkably foolish this is and how it will lead
people to their own demise. You will see how it prevents one from
receiving the wisdom and the grace of God. For God is not going to
come and change all the circumstances to give you what you want.
What you want is what is fooling you, what is obsessing you and
what is dominating your attention—getting what you want, having
what you want, dreaming about what you want, trying to manipulate
yourself and other people to get what you want. Beyond meeting the
basic necessities of life, this pursuit becomes ever more
self-deceiving. It robs you of intelligence, wisdom and
ability.

The past here will always pull you back,
pull you back into a life of fantasy and speculation, argument and
debate, a life where you only want to look at certain things and
not at others, a life where you do not want to recognize the truth
of your situation or see the evidence of great change coming over
the horizon.

This is tragic. It is tragic not only
because of the outcome, but it is tragic because of the loss of
your ability to gain the great wisdom and power that God has given
you and its service to the world through you. Here not only does
your life succumb to the Great Waves of change, but you are denied
the possibility of providing a great contribution to life.

Here dreams of success and fulfillment,
happiness and contentment, have taken you away from being really
engaged in life—an engagement that will bring you true
satisfaction, true ability and the possibility of fulfilling your
greater purpose for coming into the world. You have given away
something great for something very small and insignificant. You
have chosen a little pleasure and have forfeited a great
satisfaction.

God is not going to come and fix everything
up for everyone, but God has placed Knowledge within everyone. Only
Knowledge can lead you to act courageously, to act wisely and to
act in such a way that you are able to benefit from a changing set
of circumstances and to be of service to others, which will provide
great satisfaction to you.

Look at history and it will teach you these
lessons. In that respect, the past is a great teacher. Look at
people living at the dawn of times of great change, at the outset
of times of great change, and see the consequences for those who
were aware and made preparations and the consequences for those who
did not. Here history can be a great teacher, a great teacher of
wisdom.

You are now living at the threshold of great
change in the world. If you do not respond to this and cannot
fulfill what Knowledge has given you to do, then these times will
be terrifying and unsettling, and you will not be in a position to
escape the difficulties, to benefit from the opportunities or to be
of service to others.

This is why you must become serious about
your life. You must look to your life. Stop playing games. Stop
fantasizing and become engaged in life. Pay attention to what the
world is telling you, but do not come to immediate conclusions. Do
not look for simple answers. Do not demand solutions. For the Great
Waves of change that are coming to the world and humanity’s
emergence into the Greater Community are problems you will have to
live with. They are long-term situations that you will have to
learn to deal with step by step. You will have to live with them
and let the solutions come to you and to others gradually, for no
one has an answer for these things. No one has a solution to the
Great Waves of change. There are many people who see solutions to
aspects of the Great Waves, but no one has an answer or a solution
to the whole thing.

No one has an answer to how to prepare for
the Greater Community, for how could they know—unaware of what life
is like beyond the boundaries of this world, unaware of the
complexities of engagement between nations in the Universe in your
own vicinity and unaware of what governs life and commerce in this
region of space that you will have to become educated about? Only a
New Revelation can give you insight here. But even here, you have
to grow and advance, for real learning is a step-by-step process.
It does not happen all at once. Only those who are lazy, indolent
and weak think they are gaining a great understanding in the
moment. That is never the case. You learn in stages because you
grow in stages. Great problems and challenges cannot be resolved
quickly.

This is what life has always taught, and it
is this that you must learn now if you are to gain real strength
and ability in the face of the Great Waves of change. You will have
to take steps, not always certain if they are the right steps, not
always certain of the results that they will produce and not in
control of the process. You will have to become stronger, more
observant and more careful in what you do, in what you say and in
what you give yourself to. But this is the price of wisdom. This is
the price of having strength and ability, for you cannot be fooling
around in the face of the Great Waves of change.

Take the lessons from history, but look
ahead. Clear your mind. Set aside your assumptions. Set aside your
beliefs and your preferences so that you may see, so that you may
know, so that you may respond to the signs of the world and to the
signs of Knowledge within you.

At first, these signs will seem subtle and
perhaps indistinct, but over time they will become extremely clear
and powerful. You will marvel at how you ever could have ignored
them or overlooked them before. This will give you strength and
confidence that Knowledge will speak to you in the future, and if
you are in a position to follow it with strength and commitment,
without assumptions, you will be able to navigate what to others
will seem incomprehensible and overwhelming.

You will be able to see the gift where
others only see the loss. You will be able to recognize what you
yourself must do and become, while others fall away and are
overtaken.

You will see, with greater and greater
clarity as you proceed, how the past has fooled you, how the past
has diluted your awareness, how the past has kept you vague and
self-obsessed and how the past has kept you locked in an experience
of yourself as being weak and incompetent. You will have to have
humility here, for the situation will be bigger than you are, and
you will not have easy answers to rely upon.

It is because these are the Great Waves of
change—immense they are, and long standing. They are the product of
humanity’s misuse of the world, the product of humanity’s greed,
humanity’s conflicts, humanity’s overuse of the resources of the
world and humanity’s ignorance about life in the Greater
Community.

There is no escaping the consequences, for
life is moving, and you must move with it. Circumstances will be
changing in an increasing manner. You must be able to see what this
will tell you to do and to become stronger with Knowledge so that
you can discern the right moment to act and the right action to
take.

Around you there will be increasing discord,
anger, frustration, chaos and confusion. People will be upset.
People will be enraged. People will be living in anxiety. People
will be having great difficulty. Here you can only look to other
individuals who are responding with Knowledge and to Knowledge
within yourself, for around you everyone else will be panicking or
will be trying to fool themselves increasingly in the face of great
change.

The mental environment will become ever more
discordant. People will be snapping out of their dreams of
self-fulfillment with great difficulty and tremendous fear. People
will be behaving in a self-destructive manner. Foolishness,
confusion, hostility and conflict will grow around you. How will
you be able to maintain your focus, your clarity, your
self-awareness and your connection to Knowledge in this
increasingly difficult environment? This is an important question.
And it can only be answered by building a foundation in Knowledge,
by learning about the Great Waves of change and by considering
everything that you do and whether these things will be able to be
sustained into the future.

You will have to change when others are not
changing. You will have to go right when everyone else is going
left. You will have to respond when no one seems to respond or to
even care. Knowledge will lead you to act when action must be taken
even if no one else is taking that action.

Here you cannot rely upon consensus or the
agreement of those people whose approval you think you must have.
You have to become tremendously sober, self-reliant and clear
minded. You have to gain control over your emotions and your
reactions sufficiently so that you can maintain an awareness of
where you are and who you are, no matter what is going on around
you. And you will have to overcome the temptations of fear to go
into denial, avoidance or blaming others.

This will not be easy, but it is redemptive,
for this is where your great strength comes forward. This is where
the power of Knowledge begins to reveal its true reality and
significance in your life. Here is where your real gifts to the
world have an opportunity to emerge where they could never emerge
before. Here you will be living not a life of comfort and
preference, but a life of clarity and meaningful engagement with
others and with the world. For the comforts will fall away. The
indulgences will become impossible. And yet it will be a time of
great compassion, a time of great giving, a time where great
relationships will be initiated and will grow and a time of
redemption in the face of immense and seemingly overwhelming
difficulties.

For this, you will need to take a different
position with yourself—not as a slave to your wishes and your
fears, not as a weak, pathetic person, but as someone who was sent
into the world to serve the world under the very circumstances that
will be growing around you. What happened before in your life will
seem ever more remote as you respond directly to what life is
putting in your path today and tomorrow and in all the days to
follow. What you thought you were, what you thought you wanted,
your preoccupations, your great conflicts with yourself and your
past disappointments and failures, will all become further and
further lost in the past, washed downstream in the river of life.
For when you are living fully in the moment and preparing for the
future, the past cannot haunt you. It cannot overwhelm you, for
your life is given to things that are more immediate and are more
significant.

You escape the past by engaging in the
present and by preparing for the future. Some aspects of your past
will continue to serve you, and some aspects of your past will
continue to bother you, but overall your emphasis will be on living
in the moment and preparing for the future.

This engagement with life is life giving and
is life restoring. Here Knowledge becomes more significant than
your memories. Here the experience of clarity becomes more
important than the seeming significance of your ideas or beliefs.
Here your ability to see and to respond becomes ever more important
for your well-being than your cherished ideas from the past. Here
you are willing to sacrifice who you thought you were to allow
yourself to become, over time, a greater person serving a greater
purpose. Here your friends will change, your acquaintances will
change, your priorities will change, your actions will change, your
awareness will change—all to move you into a greater and more
secure position in life.

Here you must have great compassion for
others, for there will be tremendous failure and confusion all
around you. Yet if you can undertake this preparation yourself,
which is your destiny to do, you will have compassion for others,
for you will see how difficult it really is to change your
relationship with yourself and your relationship with the world.
You will see how much of a focused effort this requires on your
part—a sustained effort over time and through many situations. You
will understand the challenge. You will see that everything in life
that is meaningful is the product of commitment and consistent self
application. You will see its value for you and for others. And you
will become a source of strength when others’ strength seems to
fail.


 Chapter 4

The Freedom to Move with Knowledge

There are growing numbers of people in the
world today who sense that great change is coming, and more than
this they have begun to respond to messages from Knowledge, the
deeper intelligence within them telling them to do certain things,
to make certain adjustments or changes in their lives and to take
certain forms of action.

Yet so many of these people have been unable
to respond. They feel the warning of the message or perhaps they
see the signs, but they are not moved to act. They recognize the
need. They recognize a possible danger. But they have not
responded. They have not taken any action regarding it.

This represents two problems. The first is
that Knowledge is not yet strong enough within the individual to
move them. Knowledge is actually strong enough, but they do not
have a strong enough connection to it to feel the urgency and the
movement within themselves. It is like a distant voice or a passing
image or a fleeting emotion, as if Knowledge were communicating to
them, but from far away, through a great, thick wall. Knowledge is
powerful within them, but they are not yet able to respond to
it.

So this inability to respond, or this
ir-response-ability you could say, is a fundamental problem. That
is why in the study of Steps to Knowledge, there is a
process of building a bridge from your thinking mind—from your
intellect—which has been so formulated through social conditioning
and past experience, to the deeper mind of Knowledge that God has
created, that is beyond the reach of social conditioning, that
cannot be manipulated or altered by any worldly or other-worldly
force.

Building this bridge is very important
because many people will see the signs, feel the signs within
themselves, see the signs within the world, but they will not
respond. They may shake their heads and say, “Oh, well, this is
concerning.” They may tell their friends, “Oh, I had a thought
today that was worrying me,” or “I see something happening in the
world, and it could be very difficult.” They are responding, but
not at the level of action. These signs are arousing concern. They
are arousing suspicion. They are alerting the individual, but the
individual cannot yet really respond.

So while these signs are being recognized,
the person just continues doing what they always do, carrying on
their daily life as if nothing has happened. Yes, there is a
growing concern. Yes, they sense that great change and difficulty
are approaching. Yes, they may be aware of certain specific areas
where difficulties are already arising. But they are not responding
in a way that will move their lives.

Signs are not given to you just for your
edification, just for your entertainment, just to arouse alarm or
concern. They are given to instruct you and in many cases to move
you to certain kinds of action. But you must feel these messages.
They cannot be distant little images or fleeting emotions or
passing thoughts. You must engage with them more powerfully in
order to receive the instruction that they contain.

The world itself will tell you what is coming
if you know how to read it and to discern its signs and its
messages. You do this without projecting any of your own thoughts
or fantasies or fears. You just watch and you listen, and piece by
piece, the picture comes together. But to have this clarity of
mind, you must be watching without coming to conclusions, without
trying to tie things together, without trying to make things simple
and comprehensible. Instead, like building a puzzle, you allow the
pieces to emerge and to fit together.

This is called seeing. Most people do not see
because they do not look with this emphasis. Impatient, they want
conclusions. They want solutions. They want answers. They want to
understand it right now. They want the picture to be evident right
now—evident and comprehensible. They do not patiently wait and
watch for the signs to tell them, allowing the picture to become
clear, without their interference. This is called seeing.

It is the same with hearing. You hear certain
things, but instead of drawing conclusions or having these things
reinforce your current assumptions and beliefs, you let them simply
reside in your mind— building. Let them instruct you instead of
trying to use them to fortify your own ideas or position. All this
requires humility, of course, and the willingness and the
commitment to set aside assumptions, prejudices, preconceived ideas
and so forth. To see and to hear truly, you must have this
approach. But you must look earnestly, and you must listen
earnestly. You must commit yourself to seeing and to hearing. It is
not a casual pursuit you do once in a while. It is not something
you do periodically, just to have a look or have a listen. It is
what the animals do. They are always looking and listening, for
there is danger, and they are equipped to respond to it, or they
could not survive.

For all of humanity now there is growing
danger, and nature has equipped you to respond to it, and you need
to respond to it in order to survive. Yet people are not looking
and are not listening. They go about their affairs without looking
over the horizon, without listening to the signs of the world. And
if they hear something, they will dismiss it, or discuss it with
their friends, or use it to reinforce some attitude or judgment
they have against someone else, and the message will be lost on
them. They will not be able to receive the instruction, which will
give them an indication of something they must do.

If people see and hear, but do not take
action, then they have not really seen. They have not really heard.
It has not passed beyond the intellect to reach deeper within them.
They are not really responding, and so they are not really being
responsible.

To prepare for the Great Waves of change, you
will have to take many actions. Some of them will seem very
illogical in the moment. You will not be able to justify them or
explain them to others. But you must take them anyway because
Knowledge within you, the deeper intelligence within you, is urging
you. You can respond to this if your connection to Knowledge is
becoming stronger. Now it is no longer a still small voice or a
fleeting image or a moment of recognition. It is now something that
is emerging within you as a deeper conviction, as an abiding
concern or need. No longer can you ignore it, deny it or push it
away so easily, for it is now competing for your attention.

To begin, you must learn to become still and
observant— looking without judging, looking without coming to
conclusions, looking for signs. The signs are not everywhere, but
they are abundant enough that if you are observant and give
yourself to being observant as you pass through your day, then you
will begin to see things, and they will stand out from everything
else. They will stand out. They will impress you more than just the
usual kinds of fascinating things or disturbing things you may hear
about or read about. They will impress you at a deeper level. Pay
attention. Write them down. Keep a record of them with a date and a
time and a place so you can begin to bring the pieces of the puzzle
together.

You should be looking more and thinking less,
listening more and speaking less, observing others without
condemnation or judgment, setting aside your habits of judgment and
evaluation in order to listen. Remember, the birds in the air and
the animals in the field are always listening and watching. They
must pay attention.

Humanity, which for so long has been involved
in its great indulgences, its great conflicts, its great obsessions
and addictions must now listen and look and pay attention without
trying to falsely fortify itself and without trying to cast gloom
and fear over everything. Now it is time to listen, to pay
attention. It is a strange thing that the creature who is the most
intelligent in the world, the human being, is functioning and
acting in the least intelligent way.

Therefore, God must give a great warning. And
the warning must be given with compassion, but with clarity and
strength because people are in the habit of not looking and not
listening and not paying attention. They do not know how to discern
the signs of the world or the signs from Knowledge within
themselves. And they are not close enough to Knowledge within
themselves to feel the movement of Knowledge within them—Knowledge
moving them to do something, to take action or to alter their
activities in some specific way.

People think that to prepare for
difficulties, you just fortify yourself from the outside. You stock
up your house with food, or you just try to take a more defensive
position. Or in extreme cases, you act as if you were on the verge
of war, and you remove yourself to some distant location far away
in the country, you arm yourself, and you look at everything
fearfully.

But this is foolishness, for the inner
preparation is more important than the outer preparation. For you
do not know what you are preparing for yet. You cannot tell how
things will go. And because you are ultimately here to serve
humanity rather than to run away from humanity, you are really not
engaging with the truth about your life if you simply try to build
security for yourself. And any security you build for yourself will
still be insecure in the face of the Great Waves of change. You
cannot run away and hide under a rock.

You are going to need others to help you. You
are going to need to share your talents and your skills. You are
going to need the talents and skills of others. You are going to
need meaningful relationships, or you will not make it. Running
away to some remote location is extremely foolish and extremely
dangerous.

That is why the inner preparation is
essential. If you do not know how to read the signs of the world,
you will not know what to do in changing circumstances. You will
act out of fear or aggression, or you will trust things you should
not trust, or you will give yourself over to others who will only
lead you into greater danger, or give yourself over to political
persuasions that in themselves are a hazard. If you cannot see and
cannot know, you will not know what to do, and you will follow
others who claim they know what to do, but who in most cases will
lead you into greater danger.

God has given you an answer. But you must
come to know the answer, live with the answer and apply the answer
without changing it, without denying it, without trying to unite it
with other things. You must live with it in humility and patience,
but with commitment and perseverance as well.

If you fortify yourself and that is all that
you do on the outside, others will come to take what you have. If
you merely stockpile food and other necessities and that is all
that you do, then others will come to take what you have. There is
nowhere to run and hide, you see. And when you finally come to
realize this, you will recognize you do not have an answer, and
perhaps then and only then you will turn to Knowledge. You will
pray to God for guidance. You will pray to God for assistance. You
will pray to God for deliverance. And perhaps you will have an open
mind and realize that without real inner certainty, the certainty
that Knowledge can provide, you have no advantages. You have no
security. You have no clarity and no certain direction.

This ability to see, to know and to feel the
movement of Knowledge—to receive the instruction from Knowledge
within yourself and from the signs of the world, which will move
you to take action or to reconsider your actions, your behaviors,
your goals and your objectives— this is really the turning
point.

Today there are increasing numbers of
people—many, many people—who are worried about what might happen
next. They are genuinely concerned, but they are not moving. They
are not moving with Knowledge. They are not preparing for the Great
Waves of change. They are just concerned. What will it take to
bring them to the point of really taking action, of altering the
course of their lives, of changing their objectives? What will it
take?

If they can receive the instruction from
Knowledge and respond at that level, they will be able to prepare
in advance for the Great Waves of change. They will have time to
prepare and to make the sometimes difficult changes and adjustments
that will be required to reposition themselves—to gain a stronger
position, to remove themselves from harm’s way, to reduce their
vulnerability and thus increase the possibility that they might be
of service to others.

But if they wait for the need for change to
be overwhelming, it will be too late. Then everyone will panic.
Like a herd of beasts in the fields, they will panic. They will run
any which way. They will not act with any certainty or any reason.
Their actions will be desperate.

If you wait until the evidence is
overwhelming, it will be too late for you to make any wise
preparations. Then your position will be untenable. Then you will
be in a position of extreme powerlessness and vulnerability. Then
your options will be very few. There will be no food on the shelves
at the stores. The banks will be closed. People will be in panic.
It does not take much to create this panic.

You do not want to be in this position. You
must act before others act. You must prepare before others prepare.
You must go on the strength of Knowledge within yourself and upon
the evidence from the world and not upon consensus with other
people. For when everyone agrees that the Great Waves of change are
upon them, it will be too late to prepare. You must have this
strength and this integrity.

As was mentioned at the outset, there are two
problems in being able to respond to the movement of Knowledge. The
first is simply the inability to respond because your awareness of
Knowledge and connection to Knowledge are not yet strong enough for
you to feel its movement in your life, to receive its messages and
to act upon them.

The second problem is your obligations and
commitments to other people. This represents a broad range of
situations. Each is somewhat different from the others. But this
brings up great problems for many people who may have a family
member who is in great trouble or difficulty, and they feel bound
and responsible to provide for this person. So how should this be
regarded? What are the guidelines here? How should one proceed?
Every situation is somewhat unique, and so the guidelines are very
general and very broad, but there are a few things you must know at
the outset.
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