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INTRODUCTION




A cusp is a transitional point between two
times. In astrology, it refers to the dividing line between two
signs or two zodiac houses. I have titled this book On the
Cusp because it is about change and transformation—intense
transitional points—in the world and in our personal lives.

In addition to a selection of blogs and
short articles or astrological profiles I wrote starting in 2005, I
have written exclusive forecasts—available only in this book—for
trends to expect with Uranus in Aries and Neptune in Pisces. The
blogs are no longer available online, but a few of my more popular
articles (such as the ones on Stevie Nicks and Eris) remain posted
on my website.

As a special added bonus, I’ve included the
first three and a half chapters of my new mystery novel, Wall
Ride. Although written primarily for a teenage audience, one of
the main characters is a Tarot card reader and the story includes
astrological symbolism as a clue in a baffling murder. I am very
excited to be able to preview it here. The narrator of Wall
Ride is a fourteen year-old girl skateboarder who stands on the
cusp of a life-altering discovery and personal transformation. The
book should be available in Spring, 2011.

I have selected the best of my blogs, edited
and arranged by category, written between 2005 and 2008. Each one
can be linked to from the Table of Contents. There are extensive
Endnotes referencing all outside sources or quotes. These articles
describe a time of standing on the cusp, observing changes in the
world around us through the lens of astrology. My intention was to
explore more timeless reflections on topical events through
astrology, capturing the astrological zeitgeist while still looking
at the bigger picture.

I was able to forecast the possibility of a
housing crisis well before it occurred, and my writing about the
nexus of science and astrology is, I believe, still relevant. Music
is one of my enduring passions, and rock groups Arcade Fire and
Kings of Leon have become hugely popular since I first wrote about
them.

Birth data sources are included in the text
sections where there are references to horoscopes. Because of the
difficulty of reproducing horoscope charts on different e-reader
platforms—and insuring that they are readable—I have omitted the
actual horoscopes.

I have re-arranged these astrological
observations into several major categories. They are not
chronological. Where I have noted the date, it is because it was
significant or I made some sort of forecast which can be weighed
against actual later results.

 


 



 


 


URANUS IN ARIES




Uranus will enter Aries to stay for
approximately seven years in March, 2011. It will be a great time
to be an entrepreneur, individualist, inventor, or pioneer.

The last time Uranus was in Aries,
1928-1935, the stock market crash and worldwide Great Depression
gave rise in some individuals to a sense of self-reliance and
powerful independence. With no jobs, some found it better to do
things on their own. Economic insecurity was, for some individuals,
liberating. Many others, however, experienced a sense of great loss
and hardship, eloquently portrayed in John Steinbeck’s The
Grapes of Wrath: a world where banks plowed houses into
kindling wood in the Oklahoma Dust Bowl. (Other astrological
factors also contributed to this time of wrenching transformation).
Uranus in Aries of the early 1930’s was a time of intense social
upheaval and change.

Coming through the worst global economic
crisis since the Great Depression, our world faces a similar
situation as Uranus once again enters Aries.

Aries is ruled by Mars, a planet of action,
assertion, and—in its more extreme form—aggression. Mars wants to
take charge. Aries, the sign of the ram, can be headstrong. Rams
butt heads to establish dominance. We can already see this aspect
of Aries beginning to take shape on the global stage. In its
positive manifestation, Aries is the innovator and pioneer. But it
can also be associated with impulsiveness, ultra-competitiveness,
and leaping without looking.

Aries’ pioneering, individualist spirit—and
the public’s hunger to project extraordinary heroes—was
demonstrated the last time Uranus was in Aries by Amelia Earhart,
who became the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic; by Babe
Ruth, who crushed baseballs over the outfield fence—long before
steroids; by Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow, outlaw heroes (he was
an Aries, and she was a Libra—opposites do attract; Clyde also had
a close conjunction of Mars and Uranus); and by Bill Wilson (who
also had a Mars-Uranus conjunction) and Dr. Bob Smith, co-founders
of Alcoholics Anonymous. Self-help is a strong signature of Uranus
in Aries.

Pluto was discovered in 1930 by
Clyde W. Tombaugh, a Uranus-ruled
Aquarius. Pluto is said to be the higher octave of Mars, the
planetary ruler of Aries.

What these examples suggest is that the
mold-breaking, pioneering individual is set to make a large
footprint on the world. Uranus is a planet of projection, and hard
times create a need to project heroes, to hitch our wagons to a
rising star.

Uranus rules new inventions, especially in
technology. As a result, we can expect to see a lot of pioneering
(Aries) inventions. To see just how technologically productive an
environment Uranus in Aries can be, look at what we got the last
time Uranus was in Aries. The electron microscope, the first analog
computer (built by Vannevar Bush at M.I.T.), the first radio
telescope, and the tape recorder were all invented. Stereo records
were developed (and today just as Uranus goes back into Aries,
vinyl stereo LP’s are making a strong comeback—the percentage of
sales increase of LP records now exceeds CD’s1). FM radio was created in
1933. The first practical radar system was developed—an invention
which today has found widespread use by the police, a very Aries
profession.

Unfortunately, Uranus in Aries also
indicates an increase in the development and use of explosive
devices and missiles.

Since Aries rules the brain, new technology
which heightens the senses of sight and sound will come into being.
The electron microscope helped to see smaller particles, and stereo
records enhanced the musical listening experience.

The electroencephalograph (EEG), which
records the firing of neurons in the brain, was invented while
Uranus was last in Aries (keeping in mind that most inventions are
breakthroughs based on previous work and research). Today, there is
a surging interest in the brain, how it works, and how we can keep
it functioning into old age. As Uranus travels through Aries, our
understanding of the brain through areas such as Alzheimer’s
research will increase. We are already seeing a great deal of new
attention being paid to brain concussions in contact sports.

The computer as a surrogate brain will
continue to evolve. We are beginning to discover that individual
brains may actually change—become rewired—as a result of constant
interaction with technology, digital communications, and virtual
worlds.

The “brainiac” TV game show,
Jeopardy, is featuring a face-off between a human contestant
and a computer. In 1932, the last time that Uranus was in Aries,
the parking meter was invented—a “head” fed by coins.

When Uranus enters Aries full-time in early
March, 2011, we will experience a lot of Mars energy. Not only does
Mars rule Aries, but Pluto is now in Capricorn, a sign in which
Mars is exalted—meaning that Mars can express its energy in its
strongest form in the sign of the mountain goat. In Capricorn, Mars
is able to channel and sustain its effort.  Mars continues to
travel around the zodiac on its own time, of course, but we will
feel more of it. As an example of how an exalted planet can get
stimulated: In the 1970’s, Pluto was in Libra, a sign in which
Saturn is exalted. So we had a lot of Saturnine energy at that
time—coming to grips with the reality of oil shortages, the limits
of foreign policy, etc.

As if that will not be enough, Mars will
enter Aries just three weeks after Uranus goes into Aries in 2011.
Mars will travel quickly through Aries, spending just a month and a
half there, but it will signal an intense induction of our world
into Aries energy.

 


The Uranus-Pluto Square

 


Uranus and Pluto will be in a square (90°)
aspect from 2011 through 2015. The two planets will form an exact
square six times. Other times, there will be some separation
between the two. The exact squares will occur in June and
September, 2012; November, 2013; April and December, 2014; and
finally in March, 2015.



The square aspect indicates challenges.
Uranus, the freedom planet, will be challenged by Pluto, the planet
of power and transformation. By 2015, Pluto and Uranus will be half
way through the signs they are transiting. At that time, Pluto will
be opposite the U.S. Sun (using a horoscope set for July 4, 1776),
and Uranus will be squaring the U.S. Sun. The core identity of the
U.S. will be challenged like few times in history.

Some of the previous squares between Uranus
and Pluto have coincided with major worldwide economic depressions
(1820-21, 1876-77, and 1932-34). That does not mean we will witness
a similar outcome this time. However, the world economy has already
undergone an intense transformation since Pluto entered Capricorn
in 2008, and global waves of change continue to reverberate.
Introducing a challenging aspect from Uranus to Pluto’s already
intense influence will further unsettle the world.

Anyone with personal planets, the Sun, or
the Moon in early to mid degrees of cardinal signs (Aries, Cancer,
Libra, and Capricorn) will be strongly affected by these planetary
energies. That’s a lot of individuals, who together form social
groups, collectives, cohorts, and nations which in turn will
manifest the Uranus-Pluto square.

However, the key to working creatively with
the Uranus-Pluto square is to seize the opportunity on a personal
level to change ourselves. Pluto is about transformation at a deep
level, where we can fundamentally re-position our lives for the
better. When Pluto hits one of our personal planets, a season of
intense change is upon is.

Uranus represents freedom, innovation, and
creativity. When Uranus combines with Pluto, we have a chance to
engage in creative transformation. We can accept change or we can
reject it. But we cannot avoid it. Life IS change. Nations ebb and
flow. Relationships begin and end. People are born and die. In the
midst of unsettling change, we can make positive choices that will
help us to ride the Uranus-Pluto square to our higher, better
selves. When decisions are forced upon us by circumstances, Pluto
can help us dig down deep for the underlying soul truth, our core,
and use that power to move forward, to become our better
selves.

 


Uranus in Aries and the Digital Publishing
Revolution

 


Digital publishing is a strong growth
area—and I’m not saying that because I’m putting this book out in a
digital format. There is a revolution going on in publishing right
now. It really built up steam with the open distribution platforms
of Uranus in Pisces and Neptune in Aquarius. Neptune is going to go
into its own sign, Pisces, so it won’t be interacting as much
(through mutual reception) with Uranus. But the groundwork is laid
and there’s no turning back. With Neptune about to go into Pisces,
there will be a surging interest in honoring our inner creative
voices and artistic palettes. Many will be looking for ways to
publicly share their creations.

The recent conjunction of Jupiter and Uranus
really put a bold accent on this digital publishing phenomenon.
Digital self-publishing is very much Uranus in Aries because it
empowers individuals to invent themselves. When Neptune goes into
Pisces, there will be renewed interest in creating art, music, and
other forms of personal expression. With Uranus in Aries, the
impetus will be to make this creative output independent and
entrepreneurial, to project it.

 


 



 


 


NEPTUNE IN PISCES




Neptune will be entering its own sign in
April, 2011, just three weeks after Uranus goes into Aries. We will
feel a lot of change in the air. However, Neptune will retrograde
back into Aquarius later in the year before finally settling into
Pisces in 2012. Neptune is very much at home in Pisces—the sign it
“rules,” along with Jupiter—much as Pluto was at home in Scorpio in
the 1980’s and early 1990’s. Of course, the energy of Neptune is
much different than Pluto. Both planets are transformational, but
they achieve it in very different ways.

Neptune is subtle and sensitive, but the
problem is that the world is generally not that refined and tends
to filter Neptune through mass media. Therefore, when we look at
the world around us, we often see Neptune expressing in more
negative ways—escapism, addiction, illusions, fear, and
codependency. The more we can attune ourselves to the higher
vibration of Neptune (through things like meditation, music, and
creative expression), the more our lives will resonate with the
positive sides of Neptune in Pisces: intuition, spirituality,
generosity, charity, and serenity.

With Neptune in Pisces, we’ll get
creativity, color, and spirituality—but we are also likely to see a
world more awash in drugs, alcohol, and celebrity news. Anything
which promises to overflow the boundaries of ego consciousness and
take us out of ourselves will excite a more hypnotic
attraction.

There is likely to be a continuing erosion
of boundaries—physical, emotional, and psychic. During the mutual
reception of Uranus in Pisces with Neptune in Aquarius,
we saw the erosion of boundaries between
celebrities and everyone else through the proliferation of shows
like American Idol and Dancing with the
Stars, as well as media sites like TMZ.
The Internet broke down barriers, and economies expanded from local
to global. These macro-trends will continue with Neptune in
Pisces.

Mass illusions will appear
deceptively real. Movies such as Avatar )movies are traditionally
ruled by Neptune), are engaging audiences with realistic-seeming
3-D hyper-fantasies. The mutual reception of Uranus and Neptune,
now waning, paved the way for a great leap forward in movie
technology. With Neptune in Pisces, these heightened entertainment
vehicles will continue to captivate audiences.

Neptune rules drugs. We
could see much greater interest in homeopathic and natural
remedies. Many individuals who are sensitive to prescription drugs
will be looking for alternative ways to deal with chronic
illnesses, especially with an aging population (Pluto in
Capricorn). The issue of addictive medications will come to the
forefront, and the relaxation of marijuana laws will see increased
attention.

Pisces can represent
self-sacrifice for a social or political cause, merging one’s own
ego into a perception of the greater good. Karl Marx’s
Communist Manifesto and Walt Whitman’s
Leaves of Grass were both published when Neptune was last in
Pisces (1847-1861). Leaves of Grass is a volume of poetry
which spoke in the language of the “common man” and in Whitman’s
poems, the “I” is intended to stand for a whole people.

Spirituality is a key component of both
Neptune and Pisces. The last time that Neptune was in Pisces, a
spiritualist movement opened the door to psychic mediums and trance
speakers, eroding the boundary between dimensions of consciousness.
As Neptune moves into Pisces, there will likely be a much greater
emphasis placed on personal contact with a Cosmic Source or Higher
Power.

 


 



 


SEEING THE HOROSCOPE, SEEING
OURSELVES:

REFLECTIONS ON
ASTROLOGY




Does the Horoscope Hold Our Destiny or Our
Potential?

 


Does the horoscope present the individual
with potential or simple twists of fate? The authors of the
best-selling Freakonomics, Stephen Dubner and Steven
Levitt cite research which demonstrated that “elite soccer players
are more likely to have been born in the earlier months of the year
than in the later months.”2 Specifically, being born in
January, February, and March greatly increases one’s prospects of
becoming a World Cup soccer player.

One reason suggested by the authors, with
tongue half in cheek, is astrological signs: January (Capricorn),
February (Aquarius), and March (Pisces) births make one more
destined to excel in soccer.

However, the authors conclude, much more
prosaically, that European youth soccer teams are organized by age
brackets and have a cutoff birth date of December 31. Therefore,
players born in January will most likely be—at a young age—bigger
and stronger than players who were born at the end of the year. And
it will be the players born in the first part of the year who will
continue to receive the training and practice that can turn them
into elite soccer players.

In other words, birth month is destiny. Our
fate lies not in our stars, but in cutoff dates for picking teams.
The other way of looking at this astrologically, though, is to
examine the traditional rulers of Capricorn and Pisces—Saturn and
Jupiter. Saturn is associated with preparation and training, the
hard work essential to becoming a star athlete. Jupiter has long
been associated with athletic skill—and the high self-esteem and
confidence necessary to reach the top in a sport. Through the
simple destiny of a Jan.-March Sun sign, soccer players are chosen
and coached. Then, through the potential of their Sun sign rulers,
they have the resources to respond and develop where fate has
placed them.

 


Solar Arc Progressions and Saturn
Returns

 


Solar arc progression is an astrological
forecasting method which involves advancing each of the planets one
degree for each year of life. Just as one would normally do when
progressing the Sun in secondary progressions, advancing it about a
degree per year, so one advances each of the planets. With solar
arc directions, the Moon and planets are thus tied to the central
symbolism of our core identity, the Sun.

Solar arc progressions have some very
interesting correlatives. For example, at age 60, the luminaries
(Sun and Moon) and planets will all reach a solar arc sextile angle
(60°) to their natal positions. At age 30, the planets are
semi-sextile their natal positions. This means that the solar arc
sextiles and semi-sextiles shadow the Saturn returns. A Saturn
return happens when Saturn returns to its natal position every 29
years. (Further enhancing this unity, the progressed Moon also
travels at about the same speed through the zodiac as transiting
Saturn).

Sextiles are aspects associated with
openness to new ideas and experiences, although with the sextile
some effort is required. It is interesting that Saturn returns
correlate with solar arc semi-sextiles and sextiles because I am
coming up on a second Saturn return. I’ll soon be 58. I have rarely
felt as open to new ideas and experiences as I do now. Contrary to
the stereotype of late middle age, I have observed that a number of
my age peers—those who are 60 or almost—are often very attuned to
new ideas and concepts. Many of this age cohort readily embrace new
technology and delight in learning about the world around them. The
local college where I live offers courses just for Pluto in Leo
types like me who want to keep on learning about the world. In
fact, the solar arc sextile complements the aging Pluto in Leo
generation nicely. Pluto in Leo loves to retain a childlike
openness to anything which reinvigorates and makes us feel young
again.

The Saturn returns are often the times when
life chapters are concluded and new chapters begin. We too often
focus, when interpreting the Saturn return, on the old and not on
the new. The solar arc semi-sextile (just after the first Saturn
return) and sextile (right after the second Saturn return) allow us
to be open to new beginnings, to see the inherent possibilities
embedded in a Saturn return, the door which opens as another
closes.

 


Pluto, Saturn, and Borders

 


The upcoming Saturn-Neptune opposition
(2006-2007) should erode borders and boundaries. Contacts between
the planet of structure (Saturn) and the planet that “does not love
a wall” (Neptune) often result in the dissolving of boundaries, as
well as the structuring of previously formless ideas (DNA was
discovered during a Saturn-Neptune conjunction). In 1989, the
Berlin Wall came down during the Saturn-Neptune conjunction. In
1972, President Nixon broke down a boundary when he visited China
during a Saturn-Neptune opposition.

But now we are building walls. Congress is
fashioning a law to build a physical wall between the U.S. and
Mexico. The Minuteman Project can’t wait and has already begun work
on constructing a wall along a portion of the border near San
Diego. Other citizen fencing projects have been formed. This does
not sound like Saturn-Neptune. This sounds like Pluto in Capricorn.
Pluto is power and these border debates are all about power.

More signs of Pluto in Capricorn: A new book
Who Controls the Internet? Illusions of a Borderless
World, by Jack Goldsmith and Tim Wu, argues that the Internet
has not really fulfilled its initial promise of lifting the world
onto a level playing field (or, borrowing from the title of Thomas
Friedman’s best-selling book, making the world “flat”). Rather,
national governments have moved to control the Internet and conform
it to their own laws. Thus, in Western democracies, an open
Internet can flourish much more than in China, where Google has
acceded to China’s restrictive web search policies. Of course, in
the United States, business to a large extent controls the
Internet. There is currently an attempt by telecommunications
companies to secure legislative fiat to give them control over
Internet access. These border disputes--whether the border is on
land or in cyberspace--are connected through the outer planets.

 


The Astrology of Happiness

 


Which planet makes us happy? Is there a
“happiness planet? If so, would it be the Moon? The Moon represents
that which nurtures us, feeds us. Surely, we need all kinds of
nourishment to feel happy. Is Neptune the happiness planet? Neptune
represents drugs and alcohol, which can make people feel happy.
Neptune also symbolizes things which overflow their boundaries,
which happiness can sometimes do, and the imagination. Neptune has
a very spiritual side, happiness being often linked to one’s sense
of spiritual well-being. Or could Venus make us happy? Venus is
what we value in ourselves, our sense of self-worth. Certainly, we
need to feel good about ourselves in order to be happy. Or what
about Jupiter, the planet of good luck, morality, religion, and
freedom—all helpful in producing happiness. Even “malefic” Saturn
can make us happy in a contented, self-contained, serene kind of
way. When we know our limits and accept the world as it is—which is
what Saturn teaches us to do—we feel happiness and a sense of
well-being. In short, every single planet in the horoscope can make
us happy.

I’ve been reading Daniel Gilbert’s book,
Stumbling on Happiness, a marvelous and thought-provoking
work.3 It’s not
about astrology, but so much in this book makes me reflect on the
meaning of the horoscope, planets, and signs.

The frontal lobe of the brain enables us to
plan ahead, to imagine the future. Individuals without a frontal
lobe lack this basic planning ability. We often speak of the
advantages of living in the now, being in the moment. However, if
we cannot imagine our own future happiness and plan how to get
there, how can we truly be happy? Saturn is of course associated
with planning, but Neptune is a planet which in astrology is most
often equated with the imagination. To envision the future is also
Uranian because Uranus is a visionary planet, like the slash of the
lightning bolt across a darkened sky, suddenly and momentarily
illuminating the landscape. So planning is Saturn, imagination is
Neptune, and sudden visionary insights into the future are
associated with Uranus.

Neptune is a planet which overflows the
boundaries of the present, a tide cresting the banks of a river of
time and flowing in new ways. Emphasis on the future is often
associated with fire signs, but Neptune—a watery planet and modern
planetary ruler of Pisces—is necessary in order to imagine a world
that does not yet exist because it has not happened.

A quality that makes human beings unique is
that we are able to envision the future (unless, that is, we are
missing our frontal lobe). An individual human horoscope therefore
has that quality of being able to imagine that which has not yet
happened. A horoscope for a cat or a dog does not. Not that I don’t
love cats and dogs. I do, and I know that they can communicate. But
communication is not envisioning the future. It is not Neptune. If
an animal cannot itself see the future, can we use an animal’s
horoscope to predict its future? Animals may be able to sense the
future, but that is not the same thing as imagining it, creating a
future landscape of possibility.

Every human horoscope has within it the
ability to imagine tomorrow. The very act of looking at a horoscope
also carries with it that Neptunian imaginative quality. In reading
a horoscope, we are invoking the imagination. This is true whether
we are forecasting the future or just looking at the person in the
horoscope, seeing (imagining) potentialities.

 


Sun/Leo/5th House and "Artistic
Darwinsim"

 


In astrology, the Sun, Leo, and the 5th
house share similar themes. Among these is creative
self-expression, which can take the form of art, poetry, drama,
romance, and sexual creation—having children. A recent article,
"Peacock's Tail Fans Our Flames," in an Australian newspaper
explores the concept of artistic Darwinism, “…a growing academic
movement that is trying to apply Darwinian principles to the study
of art and literature.”4

One of the leading advocates of this
approach is New Zealand-based philosopher Denis Dutton, who argued
in a recent article that the arts “echo the sexual display that
accompanies Darwinian selection.”5 Dutton, in common with other
Darwinists, draws an analogy between art created by humans and the
elaborate displays that certain birds put on during the mating
season.

In other words, the peacock’s tail, a sexual
come-on, is very much related to poetry and art. This would
directly tie Leo/Sun/5th house sexual propagation (having children)
to creative self-expression. The lion is, after all, the king of
the jungle.

To say that this theory has its detractors
would be putting it mildly. Some nay-sayers are quoted in the
article, deeming artistic Darwinism among other things a sexist
view of art. It would also seem to Freudianize art—everything is
about sex and, no that poem about a cigar is not really a poem
about a cigar.

The point of artistic Darwinism, however,
seems to be that art is the human’s peacock’s tail. It need not be
about sex, but rather the simple act of artistic creation itself is
a sexual display. Count me on the sidelines on this one, although I
do think that the Leo-Sun-5th house theme of creative
self-expression can encompass both sex and art.

 


Astrology: What it Is and What it's Not

 


The planets in astrology rule signs of the
zodiac. The Sun and Moon are referred to, somewhat oddly, as
planets. More correctly, they are the two luminaries in the solar
system. They give and reflect light.

A common critique of astrology is that, due
to a phenomenon called precession of the equinoxes, the
constellations are no longer where they once were in ancient times,
so that someone who supposedly was born with the Sun in Aries may
in reality now have the Sun against the starry background of
Pisces. Vedic astrology uses this actual placement of the planets,
a method called sidereal astrology.

Most Western astrologers, however, use a
system called tropical astrology which is based not on the
constellations but on the solstices and equinoxes. Much of the
symbolism of each zodiac sign is derived from their seasonal nature
and not from the constellation itself. The sign of Libra, for
example, is the sign of balance; it begins at the fall equinox,
when the day and night are of equally balanced length. The summer
and winter solstices are 0° of Cancer and Capricorn respectively.
The spring and fall equinoxes are 0° of Aries and Libra. These are
known as the four cardinal signs and they form the four 90°
angles—the cardinal cross—of the natural horoscope.

 


The Long Tail and Neptune-Pluto

 


Chris Anderson’s book, The Long Tail:
Why the Future of Business is Selling Less of More, concludes
that a confluence of factors—from bar coding to the iPod—have
transformed business through the Internet, allowing niche products
to flourish. Obscure books sell on Amazon and equally obscure songs
are downloaded with surprising frequency from Rhapsody. This is the
“long tail” on a graph, showing the thousands of titles which sell
just a few copies.6

This book is in synch with Thomas Friedman’s
The World is Flat, which is about how technology has
flattened the global economic playing field.

Both these books do not have much to do at
all with the real world in Somalia or Rwanda, but from the
perspective of techno-literate, connected Westerners, they are
interesting.

Anderson traces the “long tail” of niche
marketing back to the beginning of Sears Roebuck and their amazing
catalog, which he says had over 200,000 items. Sears Roebuck began
around the time of the Neptune-Pluto conjunction, a rare event that
only occurs every half a millennium.

The 1891-1892 Neptune-Pluto conjunction was
in Gemini, the sign of variety, novelty, and multiple things
happening at the same time. The Neptune-Pluto conjunction was
really when cultural segmentation began. Think of the big picture
of the world in the past 110 years. It’s an expression of Gemini,
with rapid development of technology and distribution, movement of
populations around the globe, communications, splitting of nations,
and a heightened emphasis on inventing individuality. Since
Anderson sees the long tail as having its genesis with the Sears
Roebuck catalog—which was actually a response to changing
demographics and culture in the U.S.—we can see how companies like
Netflix, eBay, and Google are really linked to the Neptune-Pluto
conjunction.

 


Astrology and Addiction

 


As an ex-smoker myself, I can totally
empathize with anyone’s attempts to quit smoking.

A recent news article reported a fascinating
discovery about smoking addiction. Apparently, when a part of the
brain called the insula is injured by a stroke, the smoking
addiction is totally and completely removed. According to this
article in the New York Times,

While no one is suggesting brain injury as a
solution for addiction, the finding suggests that therapies might
focus on the insula, a prune-size region under the frontal lobes
that is thought to register gut feelings and is apparently a
critical part of the network that sustains addictive behavior.
Previous research on addicts focused on regions of the cortex
involved in thinking and decision making. But while those regions
are involved in maintaining habits, the new study suggests that
they are not as central as the insula is.

The patients’ desire to
eat, by contrast, was intact. This suggests…that the insula is
critical for behaviors whose bodily effects become pleasurable
because they are learned, like cigarette
smoking.7

There are unexplored connections between
areas of the brain and astrology. If the insula is an area of the
brain where we “register gut feelings,” it might be associated with
the Moon. Most of what I’ve read about addiction and astrology
links drugs and alcohol to Neptune, the 12th house, or the
Virgo-Pisces axis. Neptune does govern drugs and alcohol, but the
actual addictive process may have more to do with the Moon—an
instinctual gut feeling. The learned part of the addiction process
could be an association with Mercury. Addiction has that
repetitive, Mercurial element to it, carving a groove into the
brain. The Moon and Mercury...I have the Moon in Virgo, a sign
ruled by Mercury. And it's in the 6th house. Did that predispose me
for a two-pack-a-day smoking addiction?

 


The Magic of Astrology

 


What originally attracted me to astrology
was not science but a magical sense that I am connected to the
cosmos. There is a tremendous effort lately to connect astrology to
science (an area that personally interest me), but I really doubt
that most people are attracted to astrology because it is presented
scientifically. I just know that astrology got me hooked because of
its uncannily accurate mystical language. It touched something in
my soul. I never once considered whether or not it had a scientific
foundation.

The more I study astrology, the more I
become aware that while it is mathematical, it is not necessarily
scientific. There are many misconceptions people have about
astrology. A common one is that we are no longer aligned with the
constellations (true) and this therefore invalidates astrology
(which shows a total lack of understanding of the difference
between tropical and sidereal astrology). I do not, however, find a
lot of people whose main objection is that astrology is
unscientific. The main objections I run into are that a) astrology
is not aligned with the traditional religions that many individuals
claim as their own, or b) that it’s a simplistic newspaper column
thing.

Maybe astrology works because of some
spiritual phenomenon that we don’t understand yet. That could be
planetary spirits or some equivalent. Paramahansa Yogananda, in his
autobiography, writes of an astral world with its own planets.
Perhaps the planets visible to our sight are just gross
manifestations of higher vibratory spheres exerting influences we
can't see.

True as the Stars Above, by Neil
Spencer, is a sympathetic critique of astrology. Spencer
wrote that, "The zodiac is, in short, endlessly flexible, with a
structure that can be correlated with human character and physical
appearance, natural phenomena or human constructs. In its
universality lies its strength."8

He explores the debate over scientific
objections to astrology and--writing in 2000--brings up Richard
Dawkins, (whose current bestseller is The God
Delusion):

One of astrology's most distinguished modern
critics , the zoologist Richard Dawkins, recently berated several
of his favorite poets--D.H. Lawrence, John Keats, William Blake,
William Butler Yeats--for their lack of scientific sympathy or
rigor...Yet Dawkins does not acknowledge the obverse point: that
symbolic thought--magical thought, if you like--is what enabled
these poets to create their timeless verse, that symbols are, in
their way, just as 'real' (a favorite Dawkins adjective) as the
constructs of hardhat science. Symbolism challenges consciousness
and nourishes imagination, inviting us to uncover deeper levels of
meaning in our own experience...Without Yeats's astrological
interests, there would have been no 'Second Coming'.

Perhaps, in attempting to make astrology
scientific with "proof" for a skeptical world, we neglect
astrology's greatest strength—its spiritual, mystical, and magical
power.

 


Capricorn--Father, Mother, or
Gender-Neutral?

 


Capricorn has a broad range of meanings, one
of which has to do with the parent or persons of authority.
Capricorn's ruler, Saturn, plus the 10th house are often associated
with the individual father. However, the whole issue of assigning a
parental gender to planets and luminaries is problematic in modern
culture, where shifting gender roles have made such designations
outmoded. The Sun may be our Jungian animus, and the Moon our
anima, but do they really represent the parental father and
mother?

Many older astrology texts refer to Saturn,
the ruler of Capricorn, as representing the father. Saturn rules
boundaries, authority, and rules—all qualities which are
traditionally associated with the old-fashioned father. But don’t
mothers also set boundaries, lay down rules, and become authority
figures in their children’s lives?

I grew up in a traditional 1950's suburban
home. My father worked and supported the family, while my mother
stayed home, raised four children, and became a local political
activist. For me, yes, I can look at my Sun and Saturn and see my
father in my horoscope. But my mother was an extremely powerful
person in my life when I was a child and I can see her, too, in the
placement of Saturn in my horoscope. Saturn is actually the ruler
of my 10th house--that's where I have Capricorn on the cusp--and
it's in my 5th house. I've worked a lot with young people, and my
earliest ambition was to be an actor.

If one grows up in a single parent home—with
no father present and no shared custody—what does that mean if you
follow older astrology texts? Shouldn’t you have Neptune in
Capricorn (you'd have to make sure you were born between 1984 and
1998) or Neptune on the Midheaven (which is associated with
Capricorn), or Neptune aspecting Saturn or the Sun in the birth
horoscope? All of those might show an absent father. But I'm sure
there are plenty of children who grew up in fatherless homes who
have no such "signature."

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/38202
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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