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PREFACE
I don’t know exactly when my life became broken. Now, that I think about it, it was cracked from the beginning. A series of choices, decisions, and thought patterns is what led to all the broken pieces that I see now. But, Thanks Be to God, who has helped me mend the pieces.He mended the pieces that matter most. . If you accept the help that God sends, he is faithful to help you to make it even if it is on Broken Pieces.
*This book was inspired by a message preached by Bishop O. DeShae Cuthrell.
I had heard the message preached so many times before about Paul being transported to Rome, but this night during a revival at Miracle Tabernacle, I realized how broken my life had become. My marriage was in dire need of restructuring. (restoration or renewal just wouldn’t cut it) My finances were out of control to say the least. My family, well, that is a whole separate book. And, my children were becoming more defiant because of all the heartaches they had to suffer. I have always known how good God has been to me but during this message, I began to realize all the many mini-storms God has guided me through.
Each piece of my life had different details that needed to be addressed, as will yours, but the overall approach is the same. Every broken area of your life, if it is to be mended, has to be approached first with prayer, then the Word, and finally praise. It is not us who does the healing but the awesome power of God. For things to be mended in our life, we first have to acknowledge they are broken. He gathers the pieces that matter most and cements them together, he adds bridge pieces where needed and braces to support the weak areas. Through us allowing him to transform our hearts and minds, he is able to do all that needs to be done to restore every facet of our lives.
Prayer
Before we begin quoting scriptures and applying the word to our life, we have to make sure that particular scripture applies to our situation. So many times Christians get discouraged because they stood on the Word of God and believed what they thought was God speaking to them.When what they spoke never comes, to pass they lose faith in God and his Word. But, the truth is they never truly sought God for a word. They found the scriptures that delighted and gave them comfort and applied those scriptures to their situation. So, before you start searching out scriptures to find a Word from God, ask Him to lead you in your search. I guarantee you. He will answer! Ask God if there is disobedience in your life that is causing him to allow the enemy to attack you. Sometimes, we are searching for scriptures where God destroys all our enemies. Or we turn to the book of Job because we feel we are just and upright. However, every now and again if you have truly sought God, he will lead you to scriptures. Scriptures like Micah 7:9 which says, “I will bear the indignation of the Lord because I have sinned against him.” This is a harsh thing to hear from a loving and kind God but remember he chastens those that he loves. The 7th chapter of Micah ends with God assuring his children that after the indignation has passed, he will bring them forth. Seeking God prior to seeking a Word will keep the enemy of your soul from attempting to use God’s word to distort the truth about your situations. It is the enemy’s job to make you doubt God and the promises within his word. So he will try to lead you to scriptures and justification not meant for your current situation. You must pray sincerely to God for guidance and a correct understanding of him in his word. Remember Satan gave Jesus the word and he will try to do the same to you! (Matthew 4:6)
The Word
The Word truly does address every possible situation we could ever face. There is Life in the Word of God! If we read and meditate upon the Word of God, he will open up our understanding and help us rightly divide his Word.
When I first came into the Church, I was excited about the music, the praises, the Hallelujahs, and all the attributes of a Pentecostal Church. I have since learned to love our midweek service which moves at a slower pace, but is rich with prayers and the teaching of God’s Word. I have now come to believe without a shadow of a doubt that the writers of the bible were inspired by God. I have come to believe without doubt, the writers of the bible were inspired by God and led through the writing of the bible by the Holy Spirit. Without divine revelation, no man could write words that hold enough power to change and deliver even after thousands of years.
God’s Word will speak to your heart if you ask him to prepare your heart to receive. The Word will comfort you, strengthen you, rebuke you, chastise you, and settle you. And, all this can be done through a single scripture. The Word is so powerful that a single scripture of just a few words will do just that. The Bible is our window to the heart of God. If you truly desire to know God’s heart on a certain matter, seek him through his Word. For God’s Word is sharper than any two-edged sword and also a discerner of the intents of our heart. God’s Word is powerful enough to reveal the hidden sin in our hearts. Sometimes, we are not even at the knowledge of why we respond or react in certain ways, but the Word of God will reveal the heart.
King David in II Samuel 24, did sin greatly against the Lord in that he numbered the people. The first time I read this I was in shock! What was the great sin? All David did was take a census of the nation of Israel. David saw no harm and he was a man after God’s own heart…but the heart is deceitful above all. Even though he had a heart for God, pride crept in causing him to number the people. God gave me an understanding of David’s sin and why the punishment was so intense. I found my answer in the Word, Proverbs 6:17. God hates a proud look and through out the book of Proverbs, God repeatedly rebukes pride Like David, although we may have a heart for God, but sin can creep in and we are unaware. The act itself could not be sin, but seeking God through his Word will reveal the intent of our hearts. Once the intent of the heart is revealed, only then can sin be revealed if present.
Praise
God inhabits the praises of his people! Psalms 22:3
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Psalms 150:6
Praise is comely to the upright! Psalms 33:1
Wherever you are in your life right now, praise can deliver you from the oppression of your troubles. A praise can even deliver you from trouble, if it is God’s will. King Hezekiah, after learning he would surely die, reminded God of how he had walked before him, he also reminded God that the grave couldn’t praise him! God was moved by his prayer and delivered him from the trouble that was death. God inhabits our praises. Mourning, depression, disappointments and sadness can not abide in the spirit of a praiser! Where there are praises sent up from a sincere heart, there also will be the spirit of God present. Even if praise won’t fight the battle, it certainly will help you win the victory. During battles in the Old Testament, the kings would send the minstrels and the praisers ahead of the army because they knew the battle belonged to God. They also knew their victory was found in their praise. They praised, God fought, and they got the victory! Often, we forget that the battle is not really ours.
In the midst of trials, tests, tribulations and low points, give God what is due him. He is the only wise God. He is the True and Living God, He reigns over the earth. He plucketh up and he planteth. He rips asunder and He binds back together. He is strong enough to destroy yet merciful enough to grant us grace. He is the Almighty God! A God of great kindness, slow to anger, and he has pity upon his people. Blessed be the name of the Lord. Even in our worst situations and circumstances, He is a faithful and a just God. For those reasons alone, he is due our praise. He is the giver of life, the restorer of our souls and the lifter of our heads. He is the Almighty God!
Time and time again, in the bible, we see God sending his Word saying, “if you will… then I will…,” Will you be a praiser, not just a conditional praiser attempting to manipulate God but a true praiser, one who is truly thankful for all that he is and all that he has done? Even when it seems as if everything is going wrong in your life, God is still worthy to be praised. God blocks us from so much; there are dangers unseen as well as his day to day protection that is overlooked. God’s mercy is incomprehensible by the carnal mind. Things could always be worse than they appear right now. When your circumstances try to steal your praise, you can always thank God for mercy. If you are sincere with God in praise, He shall inhabit your situation. He will show up in the midst of your trials. Praising God takes the sorrow out of suffering and the vexation out of distress.
Finally!
As I wrote God would send me greater understanding, deeper revelation about his character and what He desired for me to share. I prayed over and over and constantly consulted God about the words he led me to write and I am certain there are no revelations or explanations that are contrary to God’s Word in this book. While reading this book, take the time to pray. Read his Word and praise God (for just being God). When you cross a passage that brings revelation, pray and ask God if this applies to your circumstance. Sometimes people experience similar circumstances, but the outcome God desires could be different. Compare the revelation with His Word. If the revelation doesn’t line up with the Word, it is not a revelation from God but a spirit of deceit from your enemy. Praise God for the revelation, whether it is seeing God’s path for you more clearly or the revelation that the enemy is seeking to deceive you, the very elect if it were possible.
My prayer for each reader is that through my testimony as to the delivering power of God, you might be strengthened to endure the hardships of life and trust God in spite of how circumstances look or feel! My overall prayer is that we grow closer to God together through the Grace provided by His son Jesus Christ.
Let the Healing Begin…
In order for healing to take place, there first has to be an admission that something is broken and in need of mending. Take the time to list all the things in your life that need mending. It could be your heart, marriage, self esteem, your mind, your business, or your desire for God. Dig deep for the root causes, not just what is produced. For example, being mended from depression is something that needs to happen, but if the root cause is low self esteem, it may take longer to receive a complete healing because the origin of the problem has not been acknowledged. Often we pray about what is produced, what we see manifested, but sometimes there is an underlying condition. To be completely healed you must find the source of your pain.
If your marriage needs mending, dig deep within yourself to see what areas you need to be healed in order to make things better. If it is another relationship that needs to be healed, examine yourself to see in what ways you being healed in turn could heal your relationship.
You can write God a letter. You can create a simple list. You can also create a detailed list. Although, I have used all three methods, personally, it has worked best when I simply wrote God a letter. I would write it just as I would to any other person, except in the body of the letter I would acknowledged my weaknesses and asked for help. I have listed examples of all three. The important thing is not what your list looks like, whether it is beautifully penned or whether it is in an organized fashion, but rather that the circumstances in your life where you need healing are made known. It is impossible for us to pray about a situation if we are not at the knowledge that there is a situation. Despite, how your list looks after it has been drafted, pray! First, ask God to teach you how you should pray for each situation. And then pray with faith believing it shall be done according to II Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal…”. By acknowledging you need his help you have humbled yourself, now the only other thing for you to do is make a decision that you will no longer accept these situations as a part of your life. This means you have turned from your ways. After that is done, God promises to heal. If you are not perfect in turning, pray about that also.
Simple List
*My marriage
*My heart
*My mind
*My body
*My children
*My walk with God
*My finances
Detailed List
*My marriage is failing, we need more understanding and more love
*My heart is not right towards “Frances”, I am angry and bitter about the past
*My mind is often troubled with what if thoughts and I focus on negative possibilities
*I have Diabetes and high cholesterol
*My children are disrespectful and disobedient
*I no longer feel close to God
*My bills are out of control
Letter
Dear God, thank you for loving me regardless of how I am. Thank you for your promises of healing in my life. I need your help! Teach me how to pray for each of the circumstances in my life. My marriage is in trouble, God we need more understanding of each other and more love. My heart is not in tune with yours, it is not right with “Frances”. I am still angry and bitter about the past. My mind is often troubled with the “what ifs” and I focus on the negative possibilities. God, also there are issues in my body; I have High Blood Pressure and Cholesterol…God, all these things I bring to you so that they may be mended. You promised to hear from Heaven and heal (I Chronicles 7:14). God please heal these areas of my life in Jesus’ name.
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