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The Best Book
Ever!

"I LOVED this book! The
author went into great detail as to 'how and where' all of the
traditions of Christianity began, and why they have lead thousands
upon thousands down the 'broad' path of 'religion'...a very
destructive path...rather than encouraging them to seek to know God
for themselves, as well as who we ALL are in Him. This book is a
great read...laid out very simply and easy to grasp. If I was a
writer, and I am not, I would have written it myself! I don't think
that you will be disappointed by it. WARNING: There are some
"sacred cows" that get slaughtered here, so be
prepared!"

- D.J. Wilson






A Great Book!

"An interesting and
common-sense look at the radical Christianity that is seeping into
the world these days. Very well written and I would recommend this
book to everyone, including Christians!"

- John L.
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Forward

After 12 years of seeking
to further understand higher truth, in order to gain my freedom
from harmful Christian teachings, I knew it was time to write this
book.  Having formerly succumbed to Fundamentalist Christian
ideas concerning Hell and eternal punishment, I had always worried
about my salvation and the inevitable future torment of "unsaved"
family and friends.  It was very difficult to shed such fears,
because I was also taught that the Bible was God's perfect word.
 If something was in the Bible, God had said it, and it was
therefore impossible to discount.  For years, my mind was
trapped into believing the worst imaginable fate for mankind was
possible.  After finding the path that changed my life, the
falseness of religion eventually became clearer over time.  I
know there are others out in the world like me, who know something
is wrong with Christianity's claims.  Some may still be
sitting in the back of a church service somewhere on Sundays, while
others have possibly left Christianity altogether. Wherever you are
in your spiritual journey, this book is for you.  Use it as
your guide to help distinguish the true path from the false.
 My goal is simply to free more people.

 


The structure of this book
is quite loose but is intently focused on attacking traditional
Christianity (especially Fundamentalist and Evangelical ideas) and
its core philosophies.  Though I take a risk by doing so, I
feel I can no longer bury my head to what I see so clearly.
 Consequently, some of my stories and thoughts may, at times,
seem repetitious.  But, the falsehoods I attempt to dispel can
be difficult for people to initially comprehend.  There truly
is a method behind what may seem to be my madness. The writing
draws from personal experience, historical events, as well as
biblical references in order to convey ideas.  The words of
this book can be used to touch different people in different ways,
no matter where they are in their spiritual travels.  Though
some may become angered at what I write, this is a natural response
to differences in opinion.  For some, it may take time to
consider and learn new ideas.  Be patient with me, as well as
yourself, remaining open to what is shared between these covers.
 If you are unable to accept what you read, put the book away
for awhile.  A day may come to re-open it and consider the
insights once again.  Everyone has their own unique time for
learning what is needed.  Life has a way of directing us
toward the things we require in order to eventually arrive at the
same destination - truth.  Some will absorb what they read
within these pages like dry bread sopping up warm, healthy soup.
 Others may have ears that are plugged, being unable to
spiritually discern one truth found within the pages.  Be
patient. 

 


The thoughts I attempt to
share came to me over a period of time in my life that compassed
some 30 years in total.  I might say that writing a book about
my journey has been like putting a period at the end of a very long
sentence.  Looking back, I am truly thankful for what I have
learned through the total experience.  Yet, what you are about
to read is really only a small portion of what I came to know
through the teaching of Spirit.  I was not alone in hearing
many of the messages I share but had countless others who joined me
on my journey.  Over the years, they have provided excellent
confirmation to me during the times I needed it most.  It is
amazing how others, who can be of assistance to us, will surface in
our lives when we least expect it.  Allow new people to invade
your life, for we become teachers of each other, like iron
sharpening iron.  

 


There is much more to share
beyond this book that perhaps I will publish in the future.
 The notes I began recording in the late 1990's eventually
became the foundation for the following pages, some of which first
appeared on-line in late 2002.  My website,
www.JesusReligion.com, became a small depository of short writings
used to reach others who were looking for peace and freedom from
faulty Christian teachings.  Christians, who were seeking
relief from religious fears, would occasionally search for help
through use of the Internet.  It was my goal to attempt to
present some of my thoughts to such seekers in order to assist them
in thinking differently.  As you can imagine, my e-mail inbox
often received letters of thanks from strangers whom the articles
helped, as well as scorn from those who elected to defend the
traditional Christian faith.  No matter, for I have continued
to write what I hear deep within me, being compelled to write this
book as a continuation of the website articles.  I am of the
opinion, the more who read and hear, the better.  People need
to be freed from their own self-destructive ways of thinking,
myself included.  So it is, there are two paths from which we
all may choose.

 


One never knows where
life's road may lead.  When I choose to follow Spirit, my
higher self, often I am able to find great enjoyment through
various adventures. For example, while writing these chapters, my
inner guide had urged me to make contact with other people beyond
my typical sphere of relationships. Some of them are former
colleagues, friends, or distant family whom I felt compelled to
spend time with.  By doing so, I learn from them; allowing
past mistakes in my thinking to be healed through seeing humanity
with a new pair of eyes.  This experiment in relationships has
also brought me to new friendships, while also understanding it may
be time for some older companions to fade to the background for a
season.  I find life exhilarating when I take time to allow
myself to observe and contemplate the lessons that can always be
found around us.  Acting like a mirror, the world outside of
us can truly reflect back the things we need to see.  Lessons
can be learned from everything we experience, so why not seek to
understand that which we may require?  I encourage you to
embark on your own personal spiritual journey; for it is the only
way you will know true inner peace.  It is the good and right
path.  There is nothing more exciting than receiving a
revelation of truth, something that is indeed life-changing and
personally relevant.  When we know the truth within us, peace,
freedom and joy are its fruits.  Know that there is so much
more to life beyond what most of us have been taught, or we could
ever imagine.  And, if you learn anything from the following
pages, let it be the decision to follow the ever-wise guide of your
heart.








1 In The
Beginning

This
story begins when I was maybe 13 years old.  Our neighbors
would invite me to go to church with them occasionally.  One
Sunday morning, I elected to go with them to their "Bible
Church."  I remember the long ride out in the country as we
neared the small Bible believer's assembly on the outside of
town.  Eventually, we arrived, attended Sunday school and then
the main church service.  After struggling to listen to a
rather boring sermon about the only authorized and authentic
translation of the Bible, the 1611 King James Version, I was later
asked by the preacher to go with him alone into a side room. 
Catching me completely off-guard, I reluctantly agreed to follow
the man, and so the door was closed behind
us.  The preacher turned to me and demanded I get on my knees, for
I was a sinner.   He told me to repeat after him, as he
was going to lead me in prayer to accept Jesus as my savior, so I
would have eternal life.  Being young, naive and frightened, I
repeated the eloquent prayer he recited before me.  My words
seemed hollow to me, but I would do just about anything to get out
of that room; therefore, I decided immediately to get this
experience over and behind me, or so it seemed.  Afterward,
the preacher joyfully told me I was now "saved."  I soon
headed home from the small church with my neighbors, but little did
I know then that what had just happened to me would affect me for
the rest of my life.

 

Some
people would think that my "accepting Jesus" was a good
thing.  But for me, it was the beginning of my personal
hell.  The frightening seeds the preacher had put within my
mind caused me to fear eternal punishment.  I had to know the
truth about this salvation of which he spoke, for I had never
before heard of or even considered that I could be punished in a
fiery place of torment after I die one day.  You see, a man
put his fear into my thinking, and I chose to accept that what he
had told me was true.  I didn't believe him at first, but his
fear grew within me over the next several years, eventually
paralyzing me by the time I was 19 years old.  By age 21, I
had been thoroughly confused by a co-worker who told me that what
we did on Earth surely sent us to Hell.  I told him that I was
already saved and repeated for him my story of accepting Jesus at
the small Bible church, several years prior. But, my co-worker had
been converted to a legalistic Christian denomination while
spending time in prison for murder, and so my supposed conversion
to Christ was not real in his eyes.  And so, his doubts soon
became my doubts, as well.  He believed that every little
thing we did could send a person to Hell forever.  If a woman
didn't wear a dress and have long hair, she was going to
Hell.  If a person smoked, imbibed a little alcohol, or swore
occasionally, that person also was going to
Hell.  Quite frankly, his beliefs spooked me worse than before, as
my mind often recollected the preacher forcing me to my knees and
praying the "Sinner's Prayer."  Over time, this man's fears
brought to surface my inner turmoil, causing my mind to enter into
a frenzied panic.  I remember rushing home after work one day
and telling my wife we were both going to Hell, and we needed to do
something about it.  Feeling the need to be rescued, we did
what most people do who are looking for answers about God: we went
to church.  I can remember talking to various pastors I would
come in contact with about salvation and Hell.  I was soon
frustrated to find that so many of them disagreed with one another
concerning the finality of salvation.  Was it once saved,
always saved, or could a person actually lose their salvation after
accepting Jesus Christ?  Thoughts such as these bugged me to
no end.  The Baptists believed that once a person accepts
Jesus as their Lord and Savior, that person can never go to Hell.
 But other denominational ministers told me that one's
salvation certainly could be lost, and cited opposing Bible verses,
such as "Work out your salvation with fear and
trembling."  They did so in order to attempt to prove their
theological position regarding salvation was the more sound
approach, when compared with the Baptists.  "How could men of
God not agree on the truth collectively about such an important
work?" I wondered.  Feeling determined to know the truth, I
found myself studying the Bible daily, jumping head first into
Christianity and its theological teachings.

 

The
church we chose was one my wife had attended for much of her
childhood.  The head minister paid us a visit and seemed nice
enough, so we began attending Bible studies there. 
Eventually, after many conversations with the ministers about my
fears concerning salvation, I was baptized by immersion in
water.  My baptism occurred in December of 1986.  From
that time on, every night I would study the Bible for hours. 
I devoured as much Christian teaching as possible through reading
books, attending Bible study classes, and listening to Evangelical
radio programs.  I would work hard on studying chapters of the
Bible, making notes concerning interpretations of passages, and
seeking to understand the words of the original Bible
languages.  At that time in my life, I felt I could find
answers to all life's questions through the various subjects
contained within the Good Book.  I did not waiver in my studies, for I was thoroughly
convinced the Bible was "God's Word," and that it was without error
and a letter from God to all of humanity.  My hunger for truth
led me straight into Fundamentalist Christian
ideas.

 

As the years progressed,
church leaders took notice of my biblical knowledge, and I soon
enjoyed leading a youth group of teens at church.  This
eventually led to my teaching a young adult Sunday school
class.  Before I knew it, I was a deacon of the church,
serving communion to shut-ins and visiting people in nursing
homes.  A few more years passed, and I found myself giving
some instruction to a few of the church elders concerning a
difficult situation involving the pastor.  Afterward, I was
then asked to become an elder of the congregation, in the hopes I
could assist them with church matters.  Through all these
experiences, I never sought to be a leader, for I had only one
desire: I wanted to know the truth about God and my relationship
with him.  The salvation question still bothered me; but
though I felt I was working hard to become a super-Christian, I had
no idea why the nagging within me persisted.

 

In 1995, I was completely
taken by surprise.  Being very involved in a church similar to
the Baptist denomination, I was unaware of the presence of Spirit.
 Even now, I find it hard to believe I never knew that a
tangible, spiritual presence could be perceived, or even
felt.  You see, I was of the mind that God is Spirit, and that
simply meant God was invisible.  One day, what I would
describe as being a weighty presence came upon me, and I was
changed.  Instantly, I was aware of Spirit.  I had never
before experienced an invisible, loving, peaceful, and joyful
presence, that I could physically feel embrace me.  This
tangible presence stayed with me for about a week.  The only
way I can now describe this experience was that I felt new, maybe
re-born, and cleansed within.  Little did I know it at the
time, but I was soon to discover that other Christian
denominations, such as Pentecostals and Charismatics, teach about
such an experience which they term the "baptism of the
spirit."  They teach that everyone can receive this
life-changing, in-filling of the Holy Spirit.  So after my
so-called awakening, I decided, of course, to study the Holy Spirit
and the accompanying charismatic phenomena.  Not too long
after my new acquaintance with Spirit, I perceived a directive
inside me: "Lay hands on people."  Not quite understanding why
I should hear and do such a thing, I decided to put myself in a
position to be able to test out this idea.  Being a church
leader, it was quite simple for me to suggest that after church
services the elders should ask if anyone is sick, and invite the
afflicted to the front whereby we could place our hands upon them
and pray.  And so, I found a way to begin laying my hands on
top of people's heads, as we anointed them with oil and prayed for
them.  Shockingly, people I prayed for were touched by the
Spirit, and had similar spiritual experiences, even healings, among
other Pentecostal manifestations which are not necessary to
mention.  Soon, an exciting spiritual wave of what I shall
coin "charismania" swept through our dry, little congregation; and
I found myself teaching, occasionally preaching, and of course
still praying for whomever I could get my hands upon.  It was
a wonderful and exciting time.  Not only I, but others were
now experiencing this tangible, spirit presence, and we wanted more
of it.  Eventually, the pastor, then most all of the elders
had their own personal experiences with Spirit.  I can still
recall some of us driving eighteen hours to Pensacola, Florida to
participate in a worship service at the Brownsville Assembly of God
revival! Unfortunately, the change which we experienced together as
elders would eventually divide the church; for some members wished
to remain stagnant and safe, while others desired to be touched by
the Spirit and transformed.  It was impossible to please
everyone, and this spiritual awakening became quite controversial.
 But through it all, I still wanted only one thing: the
truth.

 

During that time in my
life, I felt closer to God than I had ever been, so I was riding
pretty high for awhile.  However, the more I sought direction
inwardly through the leading of Spirit, the more I began perceiving
the answers I had been seeking for a long time.  One day a man
visited our church, who would soon confirm what I knew deep within
me.  He came as a mentor to assist the church leadership.
 By this time in 1996, I was now Chairman of the Elders and
looking for advice on how we could best steer the congregation
towards God's will.  Simply put, I felt that if we could line
up with what God wanted us to do, then the church would be blessed
with members, finances, and ministries.  The man visiting with
us was adept at helping church leaders discover God's will for
local assemblies.  In other words, he would help Christian
leaders discover what the church mission should be in making a
difference within the community.  However, after sitting
through this meeting with him and the elders for awhile, I had only
one question that nagged at me: "Could it be God's will to shut the
doors?"  The man replied, "Yes, it could very well be God's
will to shut the doors of this church."  Understand that
during my tenure of a decade at the same church, I had observed
several congregational splits occur for a variety of reasons. 
It seemed that whenever things were going well, something would
rear its ugly head and divide the people, as if this church
congregation were not meant to exist any longer.  As a leader,
I became tired of working to try and keep things together. 
Nothing seemed to work, and our efforts seemed futile to me. 
I truly felt like I was fighting against God, not for him. 
So, I was very surprised that what I had known deep down (but
previously kept hidden inside me), came bursting forth as a
question regarding could it be God's desire to shut the church
doors.  I knew from that moment on, that I could no longer
suppress what I was hearing within my deepest being.  Just
because a majority of people think it best to begin and maintain a
religious organization, doesn't mean that they have God ordaining
and supporting their efforts.  It was only a few months later
that I handed my adult Bible study class over to another, because I
knew I was to do so.  And soon after that, I just knew it was
time for me and my family to leave.

 

No one
understood my reasons for leaving the church at the time, and today
many within the congregation still think of me as being a heretic
for doing so.  My wife, three children, and I had our lives
intertwined within our former church family.  Leaving them
behind was most difficult, a decision which all of us struggled to
come to terms with.  Most all of our friends were developed
through the church we had participated in for eleven years.
 Our grandparents attended there, as well.  Part of me
never wanted to leave, but knew I had to.  The elders, and
congregation included, did not understand our departure, but a few
weeks after coming to this difficult decision, we made it a point
to speak to everyone before leaving in June 1997.  It truly
was a sad day for us, but for a couple months, some of our church
friends would call or visit trying to convince us to return to the
congregation.  Other friends of ours also felt they were to
leave the small church.  When it became clear that we were not
coming back, being further fueled by the loss of a few more
members, the church leadership began to tell the congregation that
we were lost.  When the pastor and elders heard we had visited
another church within the same county, they elected to inform that
church's pastor that we were misguided and trouble.  Their
senseless persecution and personal attacks against us took my wife
and me years to put behind us.  Despite the struggles and lost
relationships, we learned a lot.  My wife and I eventually
became free from fear, free from religion, and free from false
relationships that existed only under certain pretenses. 
Neither of us ever could or would go back again.  To do so
now, would be as awful as a dog returning to consume its own
vomit.  As the number of days grew since the day we left, the
more we became able to fully comprehend the religion that had
unwittingly enslaved us.  Twenty years had passed since my
initial indoctrination into Christianity, and it took me walking
away from the Jesus religion to be able to comprehend how horribly
it had choked the life right out of me.  

 

Leaving
the religion, supposedly founded upon the teachings of Jesus,
finally permitted me to grasp what the sayings of this man might
really have meant.  All of the false beliefs I had accumulated
over two decades, eventually dissipated one by one, as I found
myself still being drawn to Bible passages.  The same inner
knowing which I shall call Spirit, helped to enlighten the
scriptures to me in a new way.  Because the Bible was formerly
used as a weapon to bind
me to a
literal, Fundamentalist Christian theology, the same biblical
passages were necessary to be used as a tool to
help unbind
me from such
fearful teachings.  By facing the fear and its source, I found
it no longer had any control over me.  Within me, I found
great peace and comfort in having the same scriptures revealed to
me as having a higher spiritual meaning than what I had formerly
been taught.  My teacher through all this was (who I could
only assume as being) Spirit who first made its presence known to
me a few years prior.  The excitement I felt during these
times as my eyes were opened was incredible.  I couldn't get
enough, and the more I understood, the more I was driven to know
even more.  Each grain of knowledge I absorbed was like having
another chain removed from my mind.  You may think it
difficult to go on a spiritual journey all alone.  But know
that no one is ever truly alone.  During my time of gaining my
freedom, others who were also hearing these same truths within
themselves were brought to me as confirmation, often becoming at
times my spiritual mentors.  These peers became close friends
of mine, as we seemed cast together on an adventure in pursuit of
truth.  It was simply wonderful to share with each other what
we were individually hearing within our deepest parts.  At the
time I kept thinking, "Could this really be happening to me?" 
For over ten years, I searched to find the truth.  Now my
world had been turned upside down, and I finally felt for the first
time everything was becoming new.  By 1999, I had jotted down
quite a bit of what I had been spiritually hearing, but was not
sure for what purpose.  Since that time, I have continued
listening and writing about what has been revealed to me from
within. 

 

Perhaps now is the time to
share some of these teachings with those who are also seeking the
way to their own spiritual freedom.  For me, I couldn't hear
what was deep within me until I was willing to lay down all I
thought I knew, which was really only what I had been taught by
others.  Regrettably, I had grabbed hold of traditional
Christian teachings, studied them, taught them, thus believing them
as being the only way to God.  No one told me I hadn't gone
deep enough.  Scrambling to a local church will not bring the
true inner freedom one desires.  For that matter, joining any
religion and believing you'll find answers from someone else, will
never lead one down the inner path to truth.  Your "salvation"
has nothing to do with believing in Jesus, going to church, reading
the Bible, saying prayers, taking communion or even being
baptized.  Are you willing to lay down all the traditions of
men and religious ideas that you learned from others?  In
subsequent chapters, I will challenge you to do so.  Are you
ready for what lies ahead?  If so, you may find the following
pages quite challenging to your beliefs.

 

Being a former Bible
teacher, I sought to understand and follow the teachings of
Jesus.  Over years of study, one thing began to emerge as
being clear: a religion had been created in Jesus' name by men who
were either in religious leadership, political power, or
both.  In fact, the more I studied the basic Fundamentalist
Christian doctrines, the more they did not make sense.  They
seemed to me as being created to gain control over others. 
Traditional Christian doctrines, frankly, are not freeing people,
nor are they bringing peace, joy and love to mankind.  They
are sadly enslaving many into bondage through fear and
falsehoods.

 

So why write this
book?  I wanted to share what I have found to be truth, so
maybe I could help those who are struggling within Christian
congregations.  It does not matter what Christian denomination
or organization one might be affiliated with, as the body of Christ
is people; and the truths of Jesus' real message is timeless and in
great need to be heard by all today. By initially sharing my story,
it should become apparent that I understand what it is to be a
Christian believer.  This gives me an advantage, because not
only do I understand Fundamentalist Christian doctrines, I now also
see them for what they are: fearful teachings designed to apprehend
and maintain converts.  Fully comprehending both perspectives
has allowed me to not only be empathetic toward the Christian
condition but has also driven me to know what is needed to become
free from such injurious a religion.  In short, I have been
there, done that, got the t-shirt.  But having this knowledge
can be helpful to you, the seeker of truth.  For I understand
what you, as a Christian, believe.  I know where your fears
lie.  Therefore, I will speak to your condition in subsequent
chapters, ever working to free your mind from the fallacies that
perhaps subsist.

 

I should
further clarify my mission, by stating emphatically that it is not
my intention to attack Christians.  But, my examination of the
Christian theology does indeed attack Christian leaders and
teachers who continue to instruct and support false religion that
was created in Jesus' name.  At times, I may find common
ground with both the religious and the atheist, but I shall never
leave such people unchallenged, or support those who seek to
influence others through fearful ideas of a vengeful god.  I
feel that the man we have named Jesus (his real name was more likely Yeshua), did indeed have something
important to share with this world.  My opinion concerning
this has been formed from what I have been able to deduce as being
the teachings that still must have evolved from Yeshua.  And
so, it seems clear to me that his higher ideals shared within
parables are the most important examples of spiritual truth from
which we can seek to understand.  I, therefore, find it
necessary to use some Bible passages within this book.  I do
so, for there are those who need scripture verses to help them
understand the message they personally need to hear.  By
allowing me this liberty, I hope to enlighten the reader with
spirituality, and not religion.  Jesus never founded a
religion; but men who came after Yeshua indeed created
Christianity.  Religion is not truth, but simply theories,
ideas, legends, and fables ever hopelessly pointing people
outwardly for life's answers, being initially created and
perpetually sustained from fear within the human
mind. 

 


This book then serves as
confirmation to those who know deep down that there is something
fundamentally wrong with traditional Christianity.  The
traditional doctrines seem at first truthful, but when examined,
they fall very short of being divinely-inspired.  I struggle
when I listen to preachers in churches across America recite such
nonsense, some being no better than well-paid pulpit puppets,
reciting erroneous doctrines they learned from others. They use the
Bible as an authoritative tool, in order to cause others to
fearfully believe that what they promote is indeed the truth.
 Their message ever wreaks of condemnation, guilt, doubt, and
every other form of fear imagined; a method used quite effectively
to seduce and hold onto believers of the Christian faith. 
Such ministers of "God" are quick to latch onto vulnerable people
who seek answers, by claiming that all of mankind is inherently
evil, undeserving, helpless, powerless, damnable, and lost. 
Yet, in spewing such rubbish from under the guise of an adorned
church building, elegant clothing, and seemingly authoritative
title and church position, they unknowingly create emotional trauma
for countless millions.  Surprisingly, church leaders may even
mean well, mistakenly thinking that by doing such a "good work"
they are saving people from eternal torment.  Sadly, though,
they are unable to comprehend the damage they produce, harming the
very people they were intending to rescue.

 

 Yet, what is missed by those who claim to teach and preach
Jesus, is the fact that he never condemned people who were truly
seeking answers.  He spoke of looking at things differently,
while attacking religious leaders of his day who were harming the
common people in much the same way as today's Christian leaders.
 Yeshua related much of his message through parables that were
not to be understood literally, as today's theologians would have
us believe.  By using parables, Yeshua marveled crowds with
spiritual wisdom - truth.  He only asked that each person
listen within their deeper self for the answers hidden within his
parables, as he warned there is a broad way that leads to
destruction; but a narrow way that few find that leads to
life.  That narrow way is what I wish to express further in
this book.  It is ultimately a way to hear the message of
Jesus differently than you might have ever heard it taught within a
church.  




 2 The Word of
God?

 After I became aware of
Spirit and saw the results of laying hands and praying for others,
my desire for greater spiritual wisdom grew even more intense.
 It was at this time that I began meditating, so I could
silence the mundane thoughts in my head in order to be able to
better hear the deeper knowledge of my heart more clearly.
 The messages I heard were not from an audible voice but were
simply a "knowing" found deep within me.  Often, this
knowing of higher truth
would cause me to contemplate such thoughts more deeply.  Over
time I was able to discern answers to my greatest questions
concerning life and my place in it.  This still, small voice
of Spirit was soon revealed to me as being the true word of God.
 What better way could there be to acquire perfect
life-direction, than to go directly to the very source of life
itself, which is Spirit?  I knew I had found the real voice,
the true word of the Divine.  Yet, this is in stark contrast
to what many Christians believe to be God's word. Today,
Fundamentalist and Evangelical Christian teachings both claim that
the Bible is the Word of
God. This idea of the Bible being perfect
is not ancient, for it has grown in popularity only within the past
century.

So, in examining Christian
theology, I find it necessary to first address a common belief
within Christianity that the Bible is God's word, infallible,
inerrant and divinely-inspired.  When such claims are made by
supposed theologians, it is done so in order to establish within
the minds of the fearful that there is no argument that can be made
against what is printed between the book's covers.  Christian
teachers prefer their students believe that God breathed divine
thoughts into the minds of men, who then faithfully recorded them
onto manuscripts, effectively creating a godly book of law that is
to be reverenced and seldom challenged.  But, the fact is, the
Bible is full of contradictions, even containing plagiarism, not to
mention incorrect language translations.  It would be safer to
believe that an almighty god would fare much better by speaking to
each individual personally, than to trust in letters that have been
copied, altered, and mistranslated by hundreds, if not thousands of
individuals over time.

Many Christians are
taught, and so believe, that the Bible contains original books
which were put together by men as God inspired them to compose such
writings; that this same collection of documents is perfect in
sharing God's true nature and desire for mankind.  In short,
it is taught that this assembly of texts is God-ordained, holy, and
never to be questioned.  Nothing further could be from the
truth. The construction of the Bible we know today is somewhat
interesting, yet, questionable and quite complicated to
understand.  The books contained within its covers can be
summed up as being the Hebrew
Bible (also known as the
Old Testament), with
the New Testament being comprised of what are known as the four
Gospels,
The Acts of the Apostles, the Epistles, and The Revelation of
John.  This collective group of
writings can vary, depending upon the Christian denomination. 
Some denominations have additional texts included within their
biblical canon. Most notably, the Catholic Bible contains the
Apocrypha, in addition to the sixty-six books found within the
typical Christian Bible.  What is important to understand is
the letters collected and bound into book form, namely the Bible,
only comprise a small portion of what was being read within early
Christian communities.

Let's look briefly at the
Bible and the early church.  Christians in the first few
centuries would meet together and listen to the reading of various
texts.  Because ninety percent of the ancient population were
illiterate, Christian writings were read aloud publicly, allowing
listeners to hear the various messages and stories.  The
documents, later collected to form the New Testament, were only a
small portion of what was being read within the gatherings of early
Christians.  For example, there were other Gospels, additional
Acts, numerous Epistles, Apocalypses, accounts of martyrdom and
persecutions, letters attacking heresies, communications of
Christian instruction, teaching, and defenses for the faith. 
The twenty-seven books that eventually became the Bible's New
Testament were argued about for hundreds of years.  This
assembly of writings was sometimes suggested for reading within
Christian gatherings, yet their inclusion was not always agreed
upon due to challenges of authenticity.  I think it is good
for Christians to be aware that there were many letters written in
order to recount stories of Yeshua and his followers, explain and
even defend beliefs concerning them, encourage others in the faith,
and to foretell possible future events yet to come.  The
following writings are some examples of manuscripts that were not
included in the Bible: The Letter of Clement, The Didache, Book of
Enoch, Book of Jasher, Gospel of Thomas, Gospel of Judas, Gospel of
Mary, The Apocalypse of Peter, Epistle of James, Epistle of
Barnabas, and the Book of Thomas the Contender, to name several
examples.  Some of these manuscripts were quite popular among
early groups of Christians; but because they did not agree with the
Rome-empowered, orthodox beliefs, they were not included in what
would eventually become the Bible or its New Testament.  One
could surmise that the messages such writings contain were,
therefore, silenced in order to strengthen Orthodox Christianity's
influence.

After Roman Emperor
Constantine's conversion to Christianity in 312 AD, it is believed
that one of the earliest known references to the Bible dates to
about 331 AD, when the Emperor himself requested fifty Bibles to be
created by scribes for the grand churches he was
constructing.  Yet, we do not know what Christian texts were
contained in this book.  It would be decades before the books,
contained in the Bible we know today, were agreed upon and
officially canonized by the leaders of Orthodox Christianity. The
initial request for Bibles by the Emperor followed on the heels of
the Constantine-guided Council of Nicaea, the first of many
subsequent councils instrumental in establishing an Orthodox
Christian state religion with the same ideals.  Roman
government influenced the establishment of core doctrines for the
Christian religion it desired, in order to affect their
ever-expanding empire of people.  Before the Nicene Council,
Orthodox Christianity did not possess a Bible or many of the common
elements of the modern-day church.  It lacked structure,
though regional churches and bishops had already been established.
 These bishops, however, did not all share the same opinions
of the faith.  Many attempts had been made, prior to the
Council of Nicaea, to unite beliefs and bring adherence to the same
legalistic doctrines within Christianity.  

We can assume that the
first book to attempt to be used as a tool in organizing Christian
beliefs was The Didache of the 12
Apostles around 100 A.D., and not the
Bible we know today.  The
Didache would eventually be rejected,
hundreds of years later, for inclusion into the biblical canon (a
list of books accepted as being Holy Scripture).  This is
important to mention, for it demonstrates that early Christians did
not always agree on what should be claimed as the true story
surrounding Yeshua.  The first known attempt to form a canon
of scripture, using various manuscripts, was produced in the second
century by Marcion while in Rome.  Being partial to the
writings of the Apostle Paul, Marcion included ten letters of Paul
and a form of the Gospel of Luke in his collection of Christian
manuscripts.  Unfortunately, he personally edited them to fit
with his seemingly Gnostic beliefs. He would later be branded a
heretic by Orthodox Christianity.

Many, within Christianity
today, believe the New Testament Bible came into being not long
after the ministry of Jesus (Yeshua), as
if authors of the Bible were following the man, recording his
messages and deeds.  The books, that would eventually form the
New Testament Bible, did not come together that easily, however.
 For centuries men debated hundreds of Christian texts,
arguing over which writings should be considered as being
authoritative and worthy for use in public reading.  Early
Christian leaders, such as Origen, Dionysius and Irenaeus,
struggled with Christian writings because of differences of views,
alterations and mistakes found within the documents, even then.
 

There were several reasons
ancient Christian writings contained mistakes.  Errors could
originate with illiterate authors who had to dictate their words to
scribes who recorded them.  The Apostle Paul, who is credited
with writing many of the Bible's epistles, for example, actually
did not write very well and so employed a scribe to record his
letters.  If the scribe did not record Paul's words exactly as
spoken, or even changed what was said, who would know? 
Additionally, when an author finished his literary work, he would
typically make a few copies by hand and distribute them to friends
or associates.  This created the opportunity for more
discrepancies to occur within the same manuscripts.  Books
were not mass-produced and took a long time to copy.  There
were no printing presses in ancient times.  If someone wanted
a copy of an author's work, they would need to hire a scribe to
reproduce the writing.  It was common practice for a person
who received a book, to hire a scribe to duplicate it, in order to
give a copy to someone else.  Unfortunately, Christian texts
were often changed by scribes during the copying process, or even
by literate Christian leaders who made their own reproductions in
order to make the writing better convey the ideas that they thought
the author had implied.  These examples, of purposely, altered
documents, do not account for the numerous mistakes in copying that
were often made accidentally.  One can only imagine how many
times errors within a manuscript copy would unknowingly be
reproduced and coupled with additional, fresh mistakes made by
scribes.  

If the Bible was original
and truly inspired by a Divine being, then I have several issues
with this claim.  Would perfect documents purportedly inspired
by a supreme being ever be argued about for centuries, due to
doubts of authenticity for inclusion into the biblical canon? 
Even more alarming is that no original documents of any of the
biblical letters exist.  None.  If the Bible was
comprised of writings directly from God, then wouldn't such an
intelligent and capable deity make such a book incorruptible? 
Furthermore, none of the Bible manuscripts are even copies of the
original writings.  It was a common practice of scribes over
hundreds of years to copy texts, intentionally altering copies in
order to attempt to clarify meanings or make them more relevant to
cultural issues of the day.  Their manuscripts often contained
errors, as I mentioned, making the copies of the copies of the
copies we have left today definitely not mistake-free, or even
close to being perfect.  No original manuscripts of any of the
Bible books exist, and most all of the copies that still survive
today were made from copies of copies of copies, centuries after
the originals were written.  All of the surviving writings
contain thousands of mistakes and intentional changes from scribes,
with some passages having never existed within the original
texts.  For example, Luke 24:51, Mark 16:17-18, John
7:53-8:12, and I John 5:7 are just a few of some major New
Testament passages found within the Bible that never existed in the
earliest known manuscripts.  This is because scribes added
these passages many years later to either fill in the blanks, or to
record popular, unverifiable tales of Jesus that somehow were not
found in any of the texts.  So, many errors do persist within
the pages of the Bible, and there is no way for us to know what
words and meanings the original documents actually contained for
certain.  Even more disheartening is that all four of the
Gospels of the New Testament were written probably thirty to sixty
years after Yeshua's earthly existence, and none of them were
likely penned by the men whose names are used in their
titles.  Additionally unsettling is the fact that as
Christianity grew in popularity, so did the authority and fame of
self-proclaimed apostles, such as Paul.  Were you aware that
it was a common practice in that day for some to write letters in
another's name in order to instantly gain credibility and an
audience?  For example, some of the writings attributed to
Paul are believed to be forgeries, written by other, unknown
authors!  How can we ever deduce what was originally written
within the Bible, and who for sure authored any of the
books?

Having touched upon many of
the errors found within the New Testament of the Bible, surely the
Old Testament remains a pure work, correct?  Not true at
all.  Let's look at but one manuscript within the Hebrew
Bible, or Old Testament.  The first five books are known as
the Pentateuch and considered by some to be the most important work
within the Hebrew Bible.  Many believe that the first book of
the Bible, Genesis, contains original stories.  However, some of the
accounts recorded by scribes thousands of years ago were most
likely borrowed from ancient Sumerian texts which pre-dated
Genesis.  Sumer is
one of the earliest cultures from which we have a written record of
their civilization.  Their religious writings in clay have
survived 5000 years and most certainly influenced other religions,
including the Judeo-Christian religion.  The
Sumerian religion was comprised of
temples, priests, rituals, feasts, celebrations,
lamentations, and hymns.  Their gods were believed to prefer
justice and mercy but also brought judgment and punishment upon
people.  Sound familiar?  In Genesis, some of the story
of the creation, as well as the Garden of Eden, was certainly
borrowed from ancient Sumerian literature.  For
example, in the Sumerian
myth Enki and
Ninhursag, similarities can be drawn
to the Genesis' account of the creation of waters, plants and
animals, a divine paradise, a rib being used to form a woman, the
eating of forbidden fruit, and pain during childbirth.  In
another example, the ancient Sumerian myth Eridu Genesis tells the story
of a Great Flood that befell the Earth.  It would appear
that many of the Genesis stories were passed down among ancient
civilizations long before the first word, of the first book, of the
Hebrew Bible was ever thought to be scribed.

 

When looking at understanding
the truth concerning the books of both the Old and New Testaments,
it seems fitting to draw our attention to Bible translations. 
By translation, I mean taking a manuscript originally written in
the Hebrew or Greek languages, and translating it into another
language, such as English.  The problem with translation in
general is that each language contains its own words and
meanings.  Yet, some languages contain words that convey
certain ideas that do not have a counterpart within other
languages.  A similar word just does not exist.  The
Bible books were primarily translated from the original Hebrew and
Greek languages.  Could Bible translators with one hundred
percent accuracy have effectively conveyed the original intent of
the words and sentences from languages which are so expressive?
 We cannot be certain.  Words over time evolve into
meaning different things.  For example, one's definition of
"soon," may differ from another's definition of the very same
word.  Recently, I was to meet a friend of mine for
dinner.  He called and told me he was on his way, and thus
would be arriving to meet me, "soon."  Twenty minutes later,
he walked into the restaurant.  I had been expecting him to
appear about ten minutes earlier.  Our definitions of the same
word (in this case "soon") differed greatly.  The way we use
words, as well as their meanings, both change over time. 
Simply open a King James Version of the Bible and compare it to
modern-day language and you'll know what I mean.  We no longer
use words such as "thou," and "thy," for example. 
Furthermore, language is often a barrier of sorts in comprehending
how others feel, or what they are attempting to express.  I
can remember having a conversation with my nephew about something
which now seems trivial.  But at the time, I recall him saying
to me after I shared a story, "That's me,
now!"  I was caught completely
off-guard and thought I had offended him, because what I heard him
say was, "That's mean,
now!"  So, imagine language
written down, copied, and translated from an altogether different
language, not once, but numerous times.  Couple this with
inevitable mistakes in copying, as well as purposeful changes made
to the new translation over time, and we have an altogether
different meaning found within the manuscript.  Original
feeling and intent gets lost in translation.  It's only
natural that problems with language become more of a hindrance when
a written letter is used as a substitute for a relationship between
two parties.  Isn't it easier to relate to someone in person,
by being able to question their words for clarification, while
witnessing the expression of their emotions?  Within the
imperfections of language itself lies the difficulty, inaccuracy,
and fallacy of the Bible being the only perfect tool for direct
communication between a god and mankind.  Surely, a
highly-intelligent being would have found a more perfect way to
communicate with us, than using a fault-ridden, instruction
manual.

 


The invention of the printing
press in the 15th century made it so books would no longer need to
be copied by hand but could be printed accurately and in mass
quantity.  Of course, the first book to be printed was a
version of the Bible known as the Latin
Vulgate.  The Vulgate was created from the best
known Latin translations of the time and was considered to
be the Bible of
the Roman Catholic Church.  Eventually, a New Testament would
be created based upon the Greek texts, and a man by the name of
Erasmus wanted to be the first to do so.  Using inferior
manuscript copies that were roughly 1100 years removed from their
originals, Erasmus produced his version of scriptures using the
incomplete Greek texts and part of the Latin Vulgate to piece together
holes found within the faulty manuscripts.  By doing so, he
brought the first Greek New Testament to press. Unfortunately, this
would be the New Testament from which the Authorized King James Version of the
Bible (among other translations) would use as their primary source.
 And subsequently, the imperfect King James Bible would eventually
supplant the Latin Vulgate
and be used as reference for many future Bible
translations that would follow.

 

Looking at Bible translation
further, it's been said that there are at least 220 versions of the
English Bible since the 1611 King James Version was created. 
The King James Bible was produced, by and for the Church of
England, as a way of further controlling its members through a book
that appeared to have God's authoritative stamp on it.  Of
course, the King James Bible supported the church's
doctrines.  Simple mistakes can be found in this Bible
translation that were not accidental at all.  One example that
comes to mind is the purposely misrendered word "Easter" for the original
word "Passover" in the Acts of the Apostles.  If the Bible contains the
holy words of God, then how could translators even dare to alter
the words of the Divine by removing the Jewish Passover feast from
the text and replacing it with a feast most likely created to
celebrate the pagan goddess, Eostre? King James translators were
possibly attempting to reconcile and recruit pagans to the Church
of England faith.  Don't get me wrong; I like feasts as much
as the next guy, but doesn't this little alteration seem to
discredit claims that the Bible is God's Word?  And even with
such nonsense and the hundreds of translations available, we should
further consider that the Bible with all its shortcomings is still
not available in approximately 2,000 languages.  That leaves
quite a lot of people without the ability to read the word of God,
doesn't it?  Is God going to grandfather them into the
kingdom, or will they simply be forgotten for all of eternity?
 Do we still wish to think that the letters of this book are
truly the divine
voice to all of mankind?  It is hypocrisy such as this that
has caused me to look much deeper into claims regarding the Bible's
infallibility. 

 


Such a case of closer
scrutiny of biblical manuscripts did in fact occur by Oxford
theologian, John Mill.  It took him three decades to compare
100 manuscripts of the New Testament, documenting variations found
within the texts.  Within the Greek and Latin manuscripts
available to Mill at the time, he uncovered over 30,000
discrepancies, from mistakes to blatant alterations, which he
published in a book in the year 1707.  Today, we have many
more manuscripts from which to compare, and so the errors and
alterations found within the volume of writings that have been
discovered since John Mill's work, are even greater a number than
were uncovered three centuries ago. 

 

Though Christianity's
claims of the Bible being a perfect, divinely-inspired work are
problematic, another wide-spread error is also being made with
regard to interpretation of the Bible.  To me, perhaps the
biggest mistake followers of Jesus make is to attempt to comprehend
biblical texts in a literal fashion.  In three out of the four
Gospels, we read about Jesus speaking in parables.  In fact,
Matthew 13 makes it a point to clarify that the teachings of Jesus
are not be understood literally:

 

"All these things Jesus
spoke to the crowds in parables, and He did not speak to them
without a parable."  - Matthew 13:34
(NASB)

 


A parable is a story that
contains a hidden, spiritual truth.  Much of the Bible is
written in parabolic fashion.  In fact, teaching in parables
was a very common way of communication in ancient times.  But,
to be sure people didn't get the wrong idea, we read that Jesus
confirmed to his disciples that he shared his stories in parabolic
form, so as to allow the listener to interpret the message
spiritually:  

 


"The knowledge of the
secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others
I speak in parables, so that, 'though seeing, they may not
see;  though
hearing, they may not understand.'"  

- Luke 8:10
(NIV)

 


Here then, lies the issue;
for many preachers and teachers within Christianity not only try
and glean all of life's answers from the Bible, but they attempt to
do so by comprehending, and unfortunately teaching, the passages
literally.  This is a major error in Bible
interpretation.  For when the Bible is attempted to be
understood literally, it becomes a fearful and damning instrument
in the hands of those who wish to convert people into believers of
their religion.  Converts are made through fear, not
truth.  Yet, during the time of Jesus' ministry, we read he
addressed this problem of religious leaders attempting to convert
others through damnable doctrines:



"What sorrow awaits you
teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. 
Hypocrites!  For you cross land and sea to make one convert,
and then you turn that person into twice the child of hell you
yourselves are!"  - Matthew
23:15 (NLT)

Though they may not realize
it, many Christians succumb to fear.  Due to Christianity's
teachings, which cause people to question their eternal standing
before God, they fear studying the origins of the Bible, unable to
examine its authenticity, or consider spiritual interpretations of
the parables found within its texts.  "If I question the Bible, which is God's word, God may judge
me, because I'm challenging what He says," some worry.  Should scrutinizing biblical passages
and church teachings cause one to fear such a practice may produce
eternal consequences?  Where is the freedom in believing such
nonsense?  Yet, many Christians today are content in
misinterpreting much of the Bible literally, remaining blind to the
fears that the good book and church doctrines have birthed within
them.  

 

If you do not yet realize
that the Bible is interpreted many different ways by Christian
church leaders, then simply look across the United States and
recognize the numerous denominations.  For the most part, they
are the product of differences in Bible interpretation.  How
many different denominations and church buildings will it take for
modern-day Christians to finally realize they are divided, being
separated from one another by their beliefs?  They are lost
from following what they deem as being God's word, and yet do not
realize that the Word of God was never a book.  Even the
staunchest atheist can recognize that a god capable of speaking to
everyone personally would truly be divine!  So, why wouldn't
any of us desire to hear personal, godly direction for ourselves?
 Sadly, many don't - out of fear, being incapable of realizing
that a relationship outside of the letter, is very freeing and most
importantly, fearless.

 

Still it is frustrating to
know that the leaders of many Christian denominations are making
claims about the authority and purity of the Bible that are
outright untruths.  From the eyes of the listeners, it would
seem completely unlikely that so many church leaders could be
spewing such an abundance of misinformation.  Yet, what I am
sharing concerning the lack of surviving original manuscripts, the
mistakes, alterations to texts, meanings lost in translation, and
incorrect interpretation are all well-known and documented by true
scholars of ancient writings.  Christians need to take the
time to consider what they are learning from Bible colleges, church
pulpits, and Sunday school teachers.  If they choose to do so,
they may discover that what they are being taught is something far
from the truth.  Fear has caused many to fall asleep and
become lazy in their pursuit of a higher intelligence. 
Followers who think they are doing God's will are, in effect,
following men who are often gifted speakers, beloved, seemingly
holy, but are adept at selling a convincing message, subtly adorned
with fear.

 

Perhaps what you have been
taught by religious leaders has now caused you to fear putting your
Bible away.  Yet, early Christians had no books from which
they could read and study but relied upon hearing messages read
aloud in small gatherings.  By doing so, seekers of truth
could listen to the messages and ponder the early ideas about
Yeshua.  People did not carry their Bible to church on Sunday
mornings.  They sought to understand wisdom through prayer and
meditation, which is to say they relied upon a personal
relationship with Spirit.  Allow me to clarify that the Bible
is nothing more than a collection of letters that men eventually
agreed should be bound together into book form; writings from
others that were deemed the best fit with the doctrines Orthodox
Christianity wished to promote.  What happened to all other
early Christian writings that didn't find a place within Rome's
plans for a Christian, state-sanctioned religion? 
Regrettably, many early Christian writings containing teachings and
ideas deemed incompatible were purposely destroyed or hidden away,
so any opposition to the officially endorsed religion could be
stamped out from within Roman society.  

 

Looking at the Bible from
another perspective, we must ask ourselves, "Why would a god only select a few men from thousands of
years ago to somehow speak to the entirety of mankind?"
 Doesn't this seem inefficient, as well as
ineffective?  If a god chooses to speak to mankind through
thoughts, then I should think that an all-powerful, all-knowing,
loving deity would indeed want to speak personally with all
people.  If you have children, would you want to speak
in-person to only a select few, requiring the rest of your brood to
figure out life through only the notes you left them?  Even
worse, these were not your notes, but notes written by another who
wishes to interpret your thoughts to your offspring for you.
 If this were the case, what type of parent would you be, and
what would become of your children?  Likewise, could letters
written by the biblical authors ever be relevant and personal to
all people and cultures in today's modern world?  How about
other cultures in the world that, for thousands of years, have not
had such a book to read?  It would be better that a wise,
capable divine being should prefer to have a relationship with all
of mankind, being able to inspire their hearts individually. 
Still, a large portion of Christianity's preachers and teachers
choose to turn the words of the Bible into a law for their sheep,
ever guiding them away from seeking anything deeper than what their
leaders can control.  Such ministers are good at telling
people that the written letter of such a law is no way to please
God, even citing:

 

"...for by the works of
the law shall no flesh be justified."  - Galatians 2:16 (KJV)

Christian leaders maintain
that they know this to be true.  Yet, when asked how one can
know God's will, they will immediately direct their seekers to the
Bible as being the inerrant, incorruptible
Word of God.  It is within these
mistake-ridden pages of collected and bound ancient texts that
Christian leaders claim all of life's answers can be found. 
Yet, Christian instructors are quick to point out,
"God is wise, powerful and present
everywhere."  So, if this is indeed
God's nature, why wouldn't such a capable deity simply speak to
everyone personally?  An intelligent god would make the
wisest, most-loving decision, correct?  Then, why would we
need anyone else to hear God for us?  Why do we need letters
from dead men to become our interpreter between deity and humanity,
capable only of creating a pretended kinship at best?  Is this
truly a personal, intimate relationship with the Almighty? 
Think about it.  Can a person ever have a strong, close
relationship with another based solely through written letters
alone, or would one-to-one, direct communication between two beings
be much better? 

 

Christianity, in general,
maintains that converts who believe in Jesus receive the Holy
Spirit, and therefore do have direct two-way communication with
God.  This sounds good to me, so I must ask, "Who is
your teacher?"  I
ask this, because in the Bible, we read the Spirit will reveal
truth to us:

 

"When the Spirit
of Truth comes, He will guide you into all truth..."
 - John 16:13

  "Yet a time is
coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in Spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshippers
the Father seeks."  - John 4:23
(NIV)

 

If we are to be taught by
the Spirit, then why should we need a book or religious teachers to
spiritually meet our needs?  Interestingly, the writer of I
John warned people in his day not to follow men:

 

"I am writing this to you
about those who are trying to lead you astray.  The anointing
of Spirit you possess from him remains in you, and you do not need
a person to teach you…"  - I John
2:26-27 

Should Christians wish to
follow the instruction found within the Bible, then I think it good
for them to pay particular attention to the passages I have
cited.  In fact, I understand the damnable doctrines of the
religiously minded, for I was a former Bible teacher. 
However, a turning point came in my life when I elected to become
still and listen for guidance from within my being.  After ten
years of dry Bible study, I suddenly was learning spiritual,
life-changing truth almost continually.  By listening deep
within me, I was purposely led away from using the Bible as my
guide.  It did not happen at once, for the Bible was actually
first used to show me spiritual interpretations of what I once
thought were fearful passages.  Dull, archaic texts soon
became alive with hidden meanings of parables being revealed. 
After a couple years, the Bible was no longer necessary to instruct
me, for I desired to hear what was being spoken by another
within me.  The
Bible can be used for enlightenment but only as a tool for the
Spirit in revealing higher messages of truth.  It should never
be held as being authoritative in any form or fashion.

 

Since the Bible is believed to
carry the weight of God's authority by so many, let us explore
briefly the ideas concerning God as portrayed within the
Bible.  We are told that God is perfect and God is love. 
Yet, in the Bible we see two stark contrasts of the Christian
God.  In the New Testament, Jesus shares with followers a god
that is loving and forgiving; a parent whom he calls our
heavenly Father. 
This idea of the Hebrew God, as shared by Jesus, is one of a deity
desiring a personal, close relationship with the individual. 
Yet, the Old Testament alarmingly portrays the Hebrew god as one
who is hard to appease, angry, and capable of ordering the
slaughter of innocent women and children.  No one in their
right mind would want to be close to this deity. Could such drastic
personality differences be attributed as being the same God? 
One should think not, for if God is perfect, then he is
unchanging.  In fact, the Bible says as much:



"For I the Lord
do not change..."  - Malachi
3:6

If God is incapable of
changing, why would the same god of both the Old and New Testaments
vary so dramatically?  Can there be two gods, or has man
created two gods by accident in literature?  If God is
unchanging, then a God of Love, cannot be a God of Fear; neither
can a God of Life, ever become a God of Death; nor a God of Truth
find it possible to ever become a God of Lies.  The Bible's
contradictions concerning God's nature is a red flag that men have
erred in creating their book-based theology.  How can the
Bible be God's perfect word, when the God revealed in the book has
different natures?  God's multiple-personality disorder was
created when Orthodox Christianity sought to make the Hebrew Bible
God the God of Christianity.  By combining the writings of
both Judaism and Christian authors into one book, they were unable
to reconcile many of the differences (such as the problem with
God's nature) found within the biblical manuscripts.

 

Should you need any further
proof that the Bible is certainly not the "Word of God," then maybe I
should share what the Bible itself says is the Word.  John Chapter One is an interesting read, and I am
especially glad for the first verse:



"In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God."  - John 1:1
(KJV)

 Did you
notice the last few words of the text?  The Word is God.  If we read
further in this chapter, we will learn that the Word is the Spirit.  It is the
Spirit, we are told,
that "became flesh and dwellt among
us."  And so, the Spirit is the
Word of God.  God
does speak to all and does so through the Spirit.  God is the
Spirit; and you are spirit.  Spirit is the life-giving energy that
encompasses everything.  That is relationship; knowing my spirit
is one with The
Spirit.  It is this unbreakable
connection that brings the
Word to me, from within.

 

In conclusion, if the Bible
is God's only way of relating a plan of salvation to humanity, then
we are all in dire trouble.  For should we surmise the Bible
is a perfect work, being the Word of God to use as an instruction
manual in order to escape eternal wrath, then God has let us down
and made a huge blunder.  Containing errors due to
illegitimate authorship, purposeful alterations, mistakes in
copying, and lacking correct interpretation through cultural and
linguistic differences, the Bible is far from being a pure work
commissioned by a perfect God.  In fact, an almighty God
without blemish would never have authored such an imperfect work;
for a God who is flawless could never reveal his perfect will to a
supposedly defective people through such a faulty book.  If we
choose to believe that the words penned within the pages of such an
indecipherable puzzle are mankind's sole eternal hope for
redemption, then the Christian God would certainly be unreliable
and replete with trickery. 

 











3 Sin & The Visible Me

 When
I would go to church, my motivation for doing so was to be forgiven
of my sins.  I wanted to ensure my eternal fate was a good one
by begging God for my forgiveness.  Certainly, I once believed
that by accepting Jesus as my savior that he would bear all my
sins, being punished in my stead upon a cross of crucifixion.
 Though I was told I would be saved eternally for accepting
Christ's atonement, I still did not feel like I was free. 
Scriptures were quoted to me stating that I needed to confess my
sins to be forgiven; but, I was also taught that Jesus already
saved me through his shed blood, being a human sacrifice for my
sins.  So, I found myself confused.  Somehow, the
teaching of salvation from sins seemed hollow, scripted; and well
when you add the whole blood-thing in there, very pagan. 
Believing such things put me on a sick carousel of thinking, "I'm
saved.  I slipped up; better confess so I'm surely saved.
 Now, I'm forgiven.  Oops, I'm not forgiven," over and
over.  Could I lose my salvation by the sins I did this week,
or would it be from the errors I am sure to commit in the
future?  I wondered what the truth was, as I was not feeling
any better about my eternal security.   

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/4457
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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