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Chapter 1 – Understanding WordPress

Have you ever watched a magician mesmerizing
an audience? A well-rehearsed act leaves the audience scratching
their heads and saying, “How did he do that?”

 


I’ve studied a few magic tricks, and once
you know the secret, it’s often so simple, it ruins the illusion. A
popular magician performed what looked as though it defied the laws
of physics, and I heard someone say, “That person has to be
supernatural.” Then he made the mistake of revealing the secret for
the trick, and the next words spoken were, “Oh, that’s
nothing.”

 


What looked supernatural was actually
nothing once the secret was revealed. It’s the same way with
WordPress. When someone visits a WordPress site, it’s so well
designed and attractive, people think it takes a genius to create
it. Like spoiling a magic trick, this book is going to pull back
the curtain and show you how simple installing, designing, and
maintaining a WordPress hosted on your domain site truly is.

 


People will think you are a technical
genius, but the truth is, it’s all an illusion. The pages are what
the audience sees, but this book will show you the simplicity
behind the trick. In a short time, you will be a master web
magician, mesmerizing your friends with professional looking
WordPress sites. And you won’t need to know the first thing about
how to code or design a website.

WordPress.com vs. WordPress.org

When most people hear the name WordPress,
thoughts run to the online hosting site of WordPress.com. For
millions, this online hosting site (and its competitor blogger.com)
are adequate for their blogging needs. If your goal is to create a
daily journal of your cyberlife, and that’s all you will ever need,
WordPress.com will most likely meet your needs. However, if you
need more control, want to customize your blog, or use one of the
thousands of quality plugins, you need to install the WordPress
application.

 


The WordPress application is a package you
will download, configure, and upload to your hosted site. There are
a few gotchas to watch out for, but installation is not
complicated. At least not once you understand what you are doing.
And this book is designed to show you how to complete the 5-minute
installation of WordPress, and then walk you through configuring it
to fit your needs.

 


It’s possible to configure WordPress to have
the look and feel of a traditional website, yet allow user feedback
and comments when you want it. The WordPress application is growing
in popularity, and chances are, many of the websites you frequent
are have WordPress behind the scenes.

 


Advantages of the WordPress App

 


Cost.

For years, I designed my sites using
Frontpage. When Microsoft announced they were moving away from this
application, I converted to Dreamweaver. Dreamweaver sets the
standard for web development, but as of the writing of this book,
the retail price of Dreamweaver is $399. This is a hefty price tag
for the average user. Chances are, if you’re reading this book, you
are not a web developer, and paying hundreds of dollars for
high-end development tools is a bit of an overkill.

 


If your goal is to develop a site for
personal use, non-profit, or small business, it’s likely you don’t
have the robust needs of a full featured web development tool.
Paying a developer to design your site, in my opinion, is a waste
of money. Additional costs will be incurred for ongoing support,
page updates, and other changes. Plus, you are at the mercy of your
developer’s schedule. Waiting for requested changes can be
frustrating, and lost time can even cost you money. Why not take a
little time and learn how to manage your site with an application
that does most of the work for you?



WordPress has a price tag
of $0. Once you learn how easy it is to add pages, posts, and
perform maintenance, you will never again
be dependent on someone else to manage
your site.

 


Control.

As a WordPress application administrator,
you will have complete control over the look and feel of your site.
And best of all, you don’t need to know how to write a single line
of code. You don’t even have to know what HTML is. Adding features
is a snap. Thousands of high quality plugins take the work out of
your hands. A rich WordPress community is filled with experts
devoting time, skill, and advice to make the web a better place.
Sounds hokey, doesn’t it? But the truth is, WordPress is built upon
the sweat of a public domain community. Many people are dedicated
to sharing with a larger community to further a valued goal. Some
plugins are made for profit, and there’s nothing wrong with that,
but most plugins are made available without cost.

 


As we go through customizing your WordPress
installation, I’ll show you how to identify the best plugins.

 


Features.

There are many Plugins and
themes. This alone makes the application for WordPress worth
installing. WordPress.com is essentially the same application, but
it’s restricted to only include the plugins and themes which can be
applied to all. Themes and plugins are eventually integrated into
WordPress.com if they are popular, fully tested, and shown to be consistent
and stable for all users with any setup.

 


What if you need something for your site
that’s unique or specialized for your niche audience? Then you will
never be able to integrate it without the WordPress application.
The WordPress.com community has access to dozens of popular plugins
and themes, but the WordPress.org community has access to tens of
thousands of plugins and themes.

 


In case you’re still
confused about the two sites: WordPress.com is where you go to
create a ready-made blog which will be hosted at
yourBlogName.WordPress.com. WordPress.org is where you download the WordPress
application, plugins, themes, and have access to forums where the
WordPress community shares information and offers
advice.

 


This book will focus on WordPress.org and
working with the WordPress application. It will not show how to
work with the WordPress.com setup.

 


Now that we’ve been introduced to WordPress,
let’s look at the tools you will need to install and manage
WordPress.


Chapter 2 – Tools You Will Need.

 



Domain / Hosting

The first thing you
must have in order to
install WordPress is a domain name with hosting service. This is
the only thing that isn’t free. Actually, there are free hosting
sites, but you’ll still need to register a domain name. There are a
few gotchas to avoid in this area as well. There are some sites
that allow you to setup a subdomain and upload WordPress, but I
don’t recommend these sites.

 


Many free sites either require you to
already have a domain name to transfer, or some of the less
scrupulous ones maintain control over your domain name. You must
insure you maintain the right to transfer your domain name. If you
build a following, but aren’t satisfied with the hosting service,
you certainly don’t want to start over again with a different
domain name. Branding takes time and effort, and it would be a
shame to lose your efforts or be forced to stay with a hosting site
that plasters unwanted ads on your pages.

 


Here is another reason to pay for hosting.
Many hosting packages include the domain registration with their
package. If you register your name directly from Network Solutions,
the cost is $34.99 as of this writing. Major hosting sites get bulk
deals and can register at a fraction of that cost. A beginner
package at 1and1.com allows you to host your site for $47.88 per
year. This means, for just over $12 more, you can have a domain and
hosting service for a year.

 


Just go to http://www.1and1.com/?k_id=28326435,
click on Hosting,
and choose the Linux packages. For most users, the beginning
package is sufficient, and if you have a need, you can always
upgrade to a better package later. The link above includes my
affiliate link.

 


Note: Be certain to choose the Linux option. Microsoft hosting uses
a permission configuration that doesn’t work well with WordPress.
It can work, but you will probably get a lot of errors which will
require playing with permission settings online. If you’re goal is
to make this an easy process, or if you’re not technical, Microsoft
hosting will probably make you pull your hair out.

 



FTP

Don’t buy ftp software.
Free is the name of the game. Free is even better when the tools
available without cost are just as good as the tools you pay for.
By far, Filezilla is the easiest and most robust tool available. To
download a copy of Filezilla, go to http://portableapps.com/.
Type filezilla in the search window, click on Filezilla Portable,
and you’re set.

 


Let me say another word of
warning concerning freeware applications. Not every app that’s free
comes without a price. There are many malware applications out
there. Malware is short for malicious software. Hackers develop
applications with malicious intent, present legitimate looking
software, and offer them for free. Any application should be
downloaded only from a reputable site. Even a valid program can be hacked and
put back online. But if you stay with the reputable sites like
portableapps.com, it is highly unlikely this will ever be a
problem.

 


Once you download Filezilla (or another ftp
app), you will need to configure it to connect to your hosted
domain. The first step is to identify your ftp password. On some
hosting services, this is the same username you are sent to log
into your control panel. If you choose 1and1, they add another
level of security by providing a different ftp name. It can be
confusing if you don’t know where to look. To identify your ftp
name, log into the control panel and look for FTP access in the
left menu. See Figure 2.1.

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/45913
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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