HESTAND/BIRTHDAY 5
Ben stood paralyzed at the top of the stairs. Man, how could he have done that? It was bad enough being the youngest; did he have to be the dumbest too?
"Tomorrow's Mom's birthday, what are you getting her?" John, his older brother asked his sister, as they passed each other in the hallway.
"I bought her that pink blouse she's been wanting from the dress shop, where I work after school. What are you getting her?"
"I made her a birdcage during my woodworking class. She's always looking for stuff to decorate with. I figured she could hang it over the counter in the kitchen, since its blue and matches everything in there."
"Oh! I've seen those, they're really cute, she'll love it. I didn't know you were so clever." Laurie smiled, flipping her red-gold hair from her shoulders, and then she spied her younger brother. "So, did you make her a card, Ben?"
Ben shook his head. He'd forgotten his mother's birthday. He was too busy feeling like a rat to worry about what his brother and sister thought of him. He shrugged his shoulders. "Not yet."
A loud croaking sound made Laurie jump backwards as she passed him.
"Have you still got that ridiculous frog in your pocket?"
"He's not ridiculous, he's practically family" Ben frowned, pulling Ralph, the frog out of his pocket. Ralph made a quick attempt at escape but Ben was faster and held him tight. Ralph croaked a protest.
"Yeah," Laurie laughed. "I can see the resemblance. I don't understand why Mom and Dad allow that thing in the
house in the first place. Why couldn't you have settled for a dog?" Laurie frowned, dashing ahead of Ben on the stairway.
"You better get started on that card," John scolded watching Ben's face.
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