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This list is divided into two sections: The USA and The World. Both sections are in alphabetical order.
~ USA ~
~ The World ~
~ USA ~
ADDRESS: 3198 Speedway Boulevard, Talladega, Alabama, 35161.
TELEPHONE: (256) 362-5002.
Within three round buildings on the grounds of the Alabama International Speedway complex, lies this magnificent museum. It opened in 1983 and was the dream of NASCAR founder Bill France Senior; he was instrumental in launching both the Daytona International Speedway and this one in Alabama. Governor George Wallace and State Senator Gerald Dial were responsible for establishing the Hall of Fame commission.
The museum features over 100 vehicles worth $25 million; they display many cars once driven by world famous drivers. They include a Porsche 962 driven by John Andretti, Bob Wellek and Derek Bell, Sam Packard’s 1946 Mercury, Richard Petty’s Dodge Charger and the Swamp Rat #23 driven by the legendary Don Garlits.
In addition to the main Hall of Fame that features just about every famous racing driver you can think of, there is also a Hall of National Champions, the Western Auto Mechanics Hall of Fame, the Quarter Midgets of America Hall of Fame, the World of Karting Hall of Fame and the Alabama Sports Writer Hall of Fame. In addition to that, the Motorsports Hall of Fame is home to the Automobile Racing Club of America.
Notes: To find the museum on Speedway Boulevard, it is adjacent to the Talladega Speedway. Take exit 168 east bound from I-20 or exit 173 west bound. The museum is around 90 minutes driving from Atlanta and 45 minutes driving from Birmingham, Alabama.
It is open daily 8.00-17.00 hours; facilities include a gift shop, research library, games room, camp site and a 37.000sq/ft function hall for corporate events or parties.
A self-guided tour of the museum would take about an hour and guided tours of the circuit are also available.
ADDRESS: Highway 1-20, Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 35403.
TELEPHONE: (256) 507-3300.
Attached to the Mercedes Benz factory just outside Tuscaloosa, is a visitor’s centre with a museum. It features the history of the company and information on the factory; there is a number of old Mercedes production and racing cars on display including a camouflaged M-Class used in the film, The Lost World.
Notes: Free tours of the main factory can be arranged but admission is charged to the centre. Opening times are Monday-Friday 9.00-17.00 hours, Saturday 10.00-17.00 hours, please note the wearing of sandals is not allowed in the factory.
ADDRESS: Milepost 46.7 Parks Highway, Wasilla, Alaska, 99687.
TELEPHONE: (907) 376-1121.
FAX NUMBER: (907) 376-3082.
This museum does an excellent job educating the visitor on all aspects of transportation in Alaska from the past 100 years. They exhibit trains, aircraft, commercial vehicles, agricultural equipment, boats, construction equipment and vintage cars. There are about 25 cars on display which include a 1923 Dodge Touring car used by President Harding during an official trip to Alaska, 1939 Plymouth, 1947 Studebaker, 1950 Nash Ambassador and a Cadillac Hearse from 1964.
Notes: The museum is located 28 miles north of the state capital Anchorage, close to Wasilla Airport. It is open daily, May-September 10.00-18.00 hours and October-April on Saturdays only 9.00-17.00 hours; to visit Tuesday-Friday during the winter months an appointment is necessary. Facilities include an excellent souvenir shop and picnic area; there is no scheduled air service to Wasilla airport.
ADDRESS: 3420 North Vine Street, Tucson, Arizona, 85719.
TELEPHONE: (520) 326-8038.
WEB SITE: www.franklincar.org
The Franklin automobile was produced from 1902, they all featured air-cooled engines and were capable of traveling long distances without over heating, this became one of their major selling points. Early examples had their o.h.v. engines installed in a transverse manner, but this was changed in 1905 for a more conventional method. In 1915, Franklin was the first car maker to introduce aluminum pistons on their range of engines.
Franklin owners possessed excellent brand loyalty, in 1927 50% of sales was repeat business, but with the onset of the depression sales started to slow down. In 1932, the company introduced a V-12 engined car designed by Dietrich, it was a fantastic vehicle but unfortunately the wrong car for its time and sales remained poor.
The last model the company produced was the Olympic which was a basically a REO with a Franklin engine; the company ceased producing vehicles in 1934. The name lived on for a little while longer as Franklin engines were used in some light aircraft and helicopters.
It was a Franklin helicopter engine that Preston Tucker was to use in his ill fated Tucker automobile in 1947, for some reason he had it converted to use water cooled technology.
Notes: The main theme of this interesting museum is the Franklin automobile, although there are other makes of cars exhibited. They have a large collection of Franklin automobiles with around 20 vehicles dating from 1926-1934. It was put together thanks to the efforts of the late Tom Hubbard, a well-known collector and restorer in the area.
The museum has its own reference library; there is a good selection of literature and other Franklin artifacts on display. Opening times are limited from mid-September-Memorial Day, it is advised to telephone the museum first for opening hours.
ADDRESS: Scottsdale, Arizona.
WEB SITE: www.factorymuscle.com/Museum
Notes: This amazing collection of American muscle cars is not open to the public yet, but a sneak preview is available on the above web site. It comprises of around 44 muscle cars built by General Motors, Ford, Chrysler and American Motors, all meticulously prepared. A lot of time has been spent tracing the history of each vehicle and obtaining the original components
has proved very challenging indeed. In some cases, it has been necessary to track down the original engineers to have them flown to the restoration site for advice. It is one of the best muscle car collections anywhere in the world and will be worth seeing once it is available to the public.
ADDRESS: 201 North 4t h Avenue, Yuma, Arizona, 85364.
TELEPHONE: (928) 329-0471.
WEB SITE: www.pr.state.az.us
Notes: A very interesting state park that features two vehicles that may be of interest to Ford fanatics, a 1909 Model T Ford Roadster and a 1931 Model A Ford truck.
Opening times are daily 9.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Highway 62 West, Eureka Springs, Arkansas, 72632.
TELEPHONE: (501)-253-4948.
The first thing you will notice as you approach the building where this collection is housed; is the rear end of a police car emerging from the concrete wall. The museum houses the largest collection of police cars in America, including a rare Corvette Z28 and various other exhibits linked to the police force. These include badges, confiscated weapons, police weapons, uniforms and motor cycles.
Notes: The museum is open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00-18.00 hours and features its own gift shop.
ADDRESS: Petit Jean Mountain, 8 Jones Lane, Morrilton, Arkansas, 72110.
TELEPHONE: (501) 727-5427.
WEB SITE: www.museumofautos.com
Founded by Arkansas Governor Winthrop Rockefeller in 1964, the museum was sold in 1975 and the buildings and ground donated to the State of Arkansas. In 1976, a nonprofit corporation was formed and reopened the museum with cars loaned from various collectors.
Today, it remains an outstanding museum with a rich and diverse collection of automobiles.
At the time of writing the collection included mainly American and some British vehicles dating from 1904-1969. The highlight of the collection is an ice blue 1967 Ford Mustang owned by Bill Clinton, the story goes that this was the only car he ever owned.
A life of public service to the state of Arkansas and as American President meant he was provided with all the transport he ever needed, the Mustang was only used for pleasure trips.
The car has been in the Clinton family since 1972, Bill’s late stepfather Roger Clinton purchased it; his half brother used it for several years before Bill acquired it. Other rare vehicles in the collection include two Climbers, built in Arkansas between 1919-1923; they featured Herschell-Spillman engines and sold through ten agents in Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennessee.
Other artifacts displayed include guns, arcade machines, gas pumps, license plates, pottery and antique player pianos.
Notes: The museum is open all year round, 10.00-17.00 hours, closing only on Christmas Day, facilities include a gift shop.
ADDRESS: 301 West Main, Hardy, Arkansas, 72542.
TELEPHONE: (870) 856-4884.
FAX NUMBER: (870) 856-4885.
WEB SITE: www.classicar.com/museums/vintagemotorcar/
Notes: Situated in the old town of Hardy, this museum not only exhibits cars but also sells them, so you could drive out with an exhibit. There are about 50 vehicles on display including one of only three surviving American built Flyers; built in 1917. There is a considerable amount of good quality vintage memorabilia exhibited including a complete set of Model A Ford tools in their original cabinet boards.
The museum has a gift shop and is open Monday-Saturday 9.00-17.00 hours and Sunday 12.30-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 12811 Foothill Boulevard, Sylmar, California, 91342.
TELEPHONE: (818) 361-1147 / (800) 808-1147.
FAX NUMBER: (818) 361-9738.
Notes: This Company specialises in parts for Cadillacs from the 1940s and inside the building is one of the finest collections of Cadillacs from this era. It is a private collection owned by Ed Cholakian and available to his customers or any interested enthusiasts. The collection is open weekdays from 8.00-16.30 hours.
ADDRESS: 2040 North Santa Fe, Vista, California, 92083.
TELEPHONE: 1-800-5TRACTOR / (760) 941-1791.
WEB SITE: www.museum.ziggyworks.com
Situated in 40 acres of rolling farmland in Guajome regional park in San Diego County, this interesting museum specialises in stationary engines and agricultural machinery. Among the 20.000 exhibits are a number of automobiles and car based trucks, these include a large selection of Model T Fords in various guises. There is also a number of Ford and Chevrolet trucks from the 1920s and 1930s and a rare 1959 Auto Union.
Notes: The museum is open daily 10.00-16.00 hours and is close to state route 76 and 78; take a look at their web site as it gives you some fine examples of their extensive collection.
ADDRESS: 3700 Blackhawk Plaza Circle, Danville, California, 94506.
TELEPHONE: (925) 736-2277.
FAX NUMBER: (925) 736-4818.
WEB SITE: www.blackhawk.auto.org
The Blackhawk Automotive Museum is regarded as one of the greatest museums in the world; you only have to walk into the 69-foot tall atrium lobby to see why. The building was constructed in the 1980s and opened in 1988; it consists of a 120-car collection in the lower and upper galleries and the automotive art collection in the art wing, a total of nearly 100.000sq/ft of exhibition space. Surrounded by placid water gardens the interior of the museum features a spectacular blend of marble, ruby, pink and black Italian polished granite, brushed stainless steel, copper hued glass and a glass walled mezzanine overlooking the lower gallery.
The automobiles are displayed so that the visitor can view them in detail and not from restricted viewing areas; a lot of thought has gone into this museum. There is no memorabilia displayed in the automobile galleries, this may distract the visitors attention away from the collection, the interior is in deep charcoal colouring with a black ceiling and very effective theatre lighting. The conditions and atmosphere inside the museum are almost perfect; with this effect the colours and chrome fittings of the vehicles look absolutely stunning.
The collection is constantly changing but expect to see a selection of prestige vehicles from all over the world, names such as Buggati, Ferrari, Cord, Mercedes, Rolls Royce, Hispano-Suiza, Auburn, Bucciali, Jaguar, Cadillac, Duesenberg, Lincoln, Tucker and so on.
There are a number of vehicles displayed that once belonged to famous people like Clark Gable, Al Jolson, Fatty Arbuckle and Lucille Ball.
Enter the art collection building and you can see the world’s most outstanding collection of automotive art treasures dating back to the pioneering days of motoring. The display captures the heart and essence of work created by period and contemporary artists. The display is laid out in six different themes featuring rare paintings, sculptures, trophies, toys and other artistic interpretations. The lighting and gentle music add to the pleasure of the display, the sheer volume and quality of the exhibits is outstanding. This is not a museum to quickly look through, you need time to enjoy and reflect on the collection.
Notes: The Blackhawk Museum is situated about 45 minutes south east of San Francisco in Danville and can be accessed from Highways 680 and 580. The museum has facilities for both business and private sectors, contained within the building is Scott’s Restaurant, a well stocked museum gift shop and bookstore. Complete disabled access is available along with guided tours at weekends; car clubs, group tours and tour buses are all welcome. Opening times are Wednesday-Sunday 10.00-17.00 hours except for major holidays. Make a point of purchasing the museum’s excellent quality catalogue; this is one museum that will not disappoint the visitor.
W. E. MILLER AUTOMOTIVE RESEARCH LIBRARY: Near the lower gallery of the Blackhawk Museum is the most comprehensive research facility west of Detroit. Wellington Everett Miller was an automotive designer and collected anything that was related to the automobile. He was responsible for designing bodies for Locomobile, Packard, Pierce- Arrow, Rolls Royce, Duesenberg and many others.
The library contains about 2600 automobile books, 35.000 periodicals, catalogues, the files on the Duryea Automobile Company and many photographs and negatives.
ADDRESS: Streets of San Francisco, California.
WEB SITE: www.people.freenet.de/pony/location
One of the most famous movie car chases in recent years is from the film Bullit starring Steve McQueen. Set in the late sixties, it had all the right ingredients to be a successful film. The car chase was filmed on the streets of San Francisco using a number of identical Mustangs driven by stunt men and Steve McQueen.
More than 30 years on there is no offical tour of the route used by the film crew, however thanks to the efforts of a dedicated web-site anybody can follow the route in their own time.
The chase started in Cesar Chavez Street, formerly Army Street, the car wash used in the film has long since gone and replaced by a self-storage facility building. This is where the Mustang pulls out and heads under the freeway with the Dodge Charger driven by the ‘baddies’ close behind. From here travel west to Cesar Chavez Street and York Street, here McQueen’s Mustang does a ‘U’ turn and heads up the narrow hill. The gas station located on the triangular site is still there; in fact little has changed from that area.
Next up is Columbus Street and Chesnut Street, in the film the driver of the Charger is seen connecting his seat belt and smoking the tyres up the hill on Chesnut Street. From there travel to Taylor Street and Filbert Street, this is the famous hill where both cars become airborne navigating the different levels of the hill. At the top of Taylor Street is where the sump of the Mustang is damaged as it travels over the crest of the hill.
On to Larkin Street and Chesnut Street, where McQueen over shoots the turn and locks up the brakes. From there travel to Larkin Street and Francisco Street to see where the cars travel down the narrow street and are nearly hit by a Pontiac Firebird travelling in the opposite direction.
The film directors wanted the chase to transfer to the famous Golden Gate Bridge but the local authorities would not allow it, so the chase scene moved to another part of the city. The next scene is on Marina Boulevard between Laguna and Divisidero where the cars travel at high speed past a Safeway market on two occasions.
The final scenes were filmed at the Guadeloupe Canyon Parkway, travel west to east from Market to Hillside in Daly City to the end of Guadeloupe at Bayshore Boulevard. It is here where the Charger hits the gas station and explodes, that gas station was especially built for the car chase scene and no longer exists.
Notes: It is not advisable to drive the route the way it was captured in the film, as you would be guaranteed to catch the attention of the local police force. A road map of the city would be beneficial and if you have recently had the pleasure of watching the film the location route will be more familiar.
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2151, Downtown Victorville, California, 92393.
TELEPHONE: (760) 951-0346 / (760) 261-US66.
WEB SITE: www.national66.com/victorville/index.html
Notes: One of the most famous roads in the world and one of many museums on the
subject. Part of Route 66 goes through the ‘Golden State’, this museum is situated in the heart of the town of Victorville located in an old bank building, inside is a large selection of memorabilia on Route 66.
The museum is open Thursday-Monday 10.00-16.00 hours and admission is free, there is a gift shop and a library containing just about every book published on the subject of the road.
ADDRESS: 4233 Park Boulevard, San Diego, California, 92103.
TELEPHONE: (619) 296-3112.
Notes: Some of the highlights of this museum include an 1886 Benz, 1895 Benz Velo, 1904 Cadillac Model B, 1907 Brush and a Buick XP2000 concept car. The museum has about 15 cars on display in comfortable and attractive surroundings; expect a personal guided tour by the owner. Opening times are Monday-Saturday 10.00-17.00 hours and on a Sunday 12.00-16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Sequoia Section, Plot 597, Inglewood Park Cemetery, Inglewood, Los Angeles County, California.
Notes: Dynamic founder of the famous Cord Automobile Company, E. L. Cord (1894- 1974) produced some of the most advanced vehicles of the twenties and thirties. He also owned Lycoming Engines, American Airlines, New York Shipbuilding and Stinson Aircraft, all before he was in his mid-thirties!
ADDRESS: 29013 Champagne Boulevard, Escondido, California, 92026.
TELEPHONE: (619) 749-1666.
An ideal street name for a museum that is housed within a large winery, it boasts a tasting room, wine shop, delicatessen, gift shop and the automobile collection. This consists of mainly 150 American made vehicles from all the famous names such as Studebaker, Ford, Buick, Franklin, Kaiser, Hudson, Nash and Packard.
Notes: The museum is located in the northern suburbs of San Diego; it is open every day 10.00-16.00 hours except Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Years Day.
ADDRESS: Holy Cross Cemetery, Culver City, California.
Notes: One of America’s most successful ramous racing drivers, Ralph DePalma (1883-1956) was born in Italy and immigrated to America before the turn of the 20th
century. He participated in 2800 racing events and won over 2500 of them, he competed in 10 Indianapolis 500 races and won it outright in 1915. He experienced his most serious accident in 1912 in a road race near Milwaukee crashing on the last lap whilst trying to overtake a rival.
On and off the track, DePalma was a gentleman; he was always willing to give advice even to rival teams, a gracious man even in defeat. During the depression in the 1930s when it became no longer viable for him to continue racing, he retired at the age of 51 and took up a job with the Mobil Oil Company. He worked for them until he died in 1956 at the age of 73.
ADDRESS: Henry Ford Avenue, Long Beach, California.
Notes: More than just a street named after the most famous automobile industrialist of all time, Henry Ford Avenue is one of the main streets in Long Beach. At one time there was a Ford manufacturing plant situated at the most southern end.
ADDRESS: 2000 East Main Street, P.O. Box 2317, Woodland, California, 95776.
TELEPHONE: (530) 666-1044 / (530) 661-1167.
WEB SITE: www.truckmuseum.org
This is one of the largest truck museums in the country and would be of considerable interest to car enthusiasts. The museum was founded by A. W. Hays who was a pioneer in the trucking business, when he retired he decided to open this museum devoted to commercial vehicles. There are over 100 trucks of all ages exhibited from 94 different manufacturers, the museum forms part of the Heidrick AG History Centre.
Notes: Opening times are all year round except major holidays, Monday-Friday 10.00- 17.00 hours, Saturday 10.00-18.00 hours and on a Sunday 10.00-16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Plot Whispering Pines, Forest Lawn Cemetery, Glendale, California.
Notes: Ralph Hepburn (1896-1948) competed in 15 Indianapolis 500 races between 1925-1948. Although he never won any of them he lost the 1937 Indy 500 by a mere 2 seconds, he set a new track record in 1946 and was tragically killed on the same track in 1948.
ADDRESS: Buelton, California.
E-MAIL: evey@solvangca.com
WEB SITE: www.oilstick.com
Notes: This is a strictly private museum only open to car clubs, groups and certain individuals, hence the reason why I have excluded the full address and telephone number.
All contact should be made via the e-mail address listed above; lucky visitors will see an impressive collection of auto memorabilia owned by Jack Mendenhall.
This includes a large gasoline pump collection, 250 wall mounted licence plates from every state of America, gas pump globes, road signs, photographs, autographs of famous racing drivers and oil cans. Have a look at the website to see a selection of colour photographs of the collection.
ADDRESS: 2734 Huntington Drive, Duarte, California, 91010.
TELEPHONE: (626) 359-9174.
WEB SITE: www.justicebrothers.com
Notes: Established in 1985, this excellent museum is a must for motor racing fans. In addition to a large collection of race cars the museum displays racing engines, motor cycles, model cars, posters, photographs and 50 restored gas pumps. The cars exhibited include a selection of midget and sprint racers from as far back as the 1930s, a beautiful 1968 Ford GT40, a Chevrolet S-10 stadium race truck, a dragster and a bi-plane hanging from the ceiling. Opening times are Monday-Friday from 9.00-17.00 hours, admission is free.
ADDRESS: Plot Morning Light, Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Hollywood Hills, Los Angeles, California.
Notes: Frank Kurtis (1908-1987) was the man responsible for the famous ‘Kurtis- Kraft’ Indianapolis and dirt track racing cars. These innovative cars dominated many racing events in America during the fifties.
ADDRESS: 900 Exposition Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, 90007.
TELEPHONE: (213) 763-3351.
WEB SITE: www.nhm.org
Notes: A huge museum with an equally huge collection of artifacts, there is a small collection of vehicles which may have been temporarily removed from display. It would be advisable to contact the museum first for confirmation.
ADDRESS: Garden of Rest, Section 8034/1, Rose Hills Memorial Park, 3888 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, California, 90601-1626.
TELEPHONE: (562) 699-0921.
Notes: Whilst participating in the 1964 Indianapolis 500, on the second lap Dave MacDonald’s car crashed and burst into flames. The explosion caused a chain reaction with other race cars driven by Johnny Rutherford, Bobby Unser, Eddie Sachs and Ronnie Duman which led to an inferno on the track. Although Dave survived the impact of the crash he later died in hospital with lung damage caused by flame inhalation, the accident also claimed the life of Eddie Sachs.
ADDRESS: 1302 Industrial Drive, Tustin, California.
TELEPHONE: (714) 258-3001.
Notes: Located in Orange County, this private collection belongs to vintage racing enthusiast Dick Marconi, it features around 65 sports and racing cars and includes 18 Ferraris. Admission is free but strictly by appointment only.
ADDRESS: San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park.
Hyde Street Pier, San Francisco, California, 94100.
TELEPHONE: (415) 556-3002
Notes: This world famous museum is dedicated to the maritime history in the Pacific coast of America and features around a dozen cars produced during the twenties and thirties. These include a 1930 Graham Paige Sedan, 1933 Packard, 1931 Model A Ford Mail Truck, 1927 Nash, 1930 Dodge and a 1939 Studebaker.
All the important facilities are available including disabled access; the museum is open every day except Christmas, Thanksgiving and New Years Day from 10.00-17.00 hours.
As parking can be a little difficult in the area it is advised to travel to the museum by public transport. The museum is only a short walking distance from San Francisco’s most popular tourist attraction, Pier 39.
ADDRESS: 5324-5330 Laurel Canyon Road, North Hollywood, California, 91607.
TELEPHONE: 1-800-748-7867.
FAX NUMBER: 1-818-769-3500.
WEB SITE: www.as.net/~kalilboog/metpitstop_museum If you are a fan of the old Nash Metropolitan then you will just love this place, the company is a parts dealer who also display a small number of Metropolitans.
Austin of England produced the Metropolitan for the American Nash Motor Company
between 1954-1961. Originally the model was code named NX1, the body styling was designed by Nash and was to feature Fiat components. But a chance meeting between the Nash president George Mason and Leonard Lord of Austin changed all that. The car became the Metropolitan, with bodies built by an Austin subsidiary in Castle Bromwich, England called Fisher & Ludlow; Austin based at Longbridge in Birmingham carried out the final assembly using their own components. The exclusive marketing rights belonged to Nash in America.
The first models were exported to America and Canada in 1954 and used the Austin A40 1200cc engine; in 1956 this was up rated to the 1500cc BMC B series engine with a three-speed column gearchange. It sold in surprisingly healthy numbers appealing to many women buyers and the American police force for traffic duties. It was only sold as a two seater with access to the boot via the passenger compartment.
Nash merged with Hudson and became American Motors; by 1957 an agreement was obtained by Austin to sell the Metropolitan through Austin dealers in Britain and other foreign markets that American Motors did not trade. Sales dried up by the early sixties with the final version produced in 1961, the model was never directly replaced and American Motors and Austin never worked together again.
The Metropolitan Historical Collection maybe small with around eight cars exhibited, but there are some extremely interesting and rare versions to see. Like the worlds only Metropolitan station wagon and the “Astra-Gnome” a special one off dream car built for the 1956 New York Motor Show and used for automobile shows in California during the early sixties.
The collection also includes one of the first and last Metropolitan models produced along with standard models and a right hand drive version too.
Notes: The Company is situated on the eastern end of the San Fernando Valley and is open weekdays between the hours of 9.30-18.00. The building is easily noticed with the rear end of a Metropolitan emerging from the wall.
ADDRESS: Inglewood Park Cemetery, Inglewood, California.
Notes: The famous racing legend Louis Meyer (1904-1995) was the first driver to win the Indianapolis 500 on three separate occasions in 1928, 1933 and 1936. He survived a spectacular crash in 1939 and retired from the sport shortly afterwards. He later co-developed the famous Meyer-Drake racing engine which enjoyed considerable success at the Indy 500 races in the 1950s and early 1960s. In 1964, the company became part of the Ford racing organisation, they developed the Ford V-8 racing engine that enjoyed four Indy 500 wins during the five years Meyer worked with them.
ADDRESS: Loomis, California.
TELEPHONE: (916) 652 7408 FAX NUMBER: (916) 652 7408 This is an unofficial museum based at a club enthusiast’s home displaying Miata cars and memorabilia. The Mazda Miata is sold in some counties as the Mazda MX-5, it has now become one of the best selling sports car in America, a remarkable achievement for a car
that only went on sale in 1989. Bonnie J. Lutz is president of the Miata Owners Club as well as curator and director of this small museum. The collection is housed in the owner’s converted home office and garage and features a selection of memorabilia including posters, toys, magazines, brochures and videos, along with a number of Miatas.
Notes: If any known club members are in the area they are always invited to the museum, but anyone else would be advised to telephone first to make an appointment for a guided tour.
ADDRESS: 619 East 4t h Street, Santa Ana, California, 92701.
TELEPHONE: (714) 953-5303.
Notes: Another private collection open by appointment only, this one is located in Orange County 15 miles east of Long Beach. Primarily a classic car dealer with a showroom full of rare vehicles, the exhibits include a 1929 Rolls Royce, 1947 Delahaye, 1957 Pontiac Bonneville and a 1969 Chevrolet Corvette.
ADDRESS: 7711 Beach Boulevard, Buena Park, California, 90620.
TELEPHONE: (714) 522-1155.
FAX NUMBER: (714) 739-8668.
Notes: As the title suggests, the big attraction at this museum is ‘Hollywood’ and in the Rodeo Drive set of the museum is a 60 year old gold Rolls Royce, it is one of only five ever produced. When it was purchased in 1962 it cost $10.000, for any Rolls Royce enthusiast in the area it is well worth seeing.
ADDRESS: Forest Lawn Cemetery, Glendale, California.
Notes: The founder of the famous American Nash automobile company is Charles Nash (1864-1948). Once a farm worker, he became President of Buick in 1910 and of General Motors in 1912, he left GM and started up his own automobile company.
ADDRESS: Fairplex Gate 1, County Fair Grounds, 1101 West McKinley Avenue, Pomona, California, 91768.
TELEPHONE: 909-622-2133
WEB SITE: www.nhra.com/museum/index
This museum is equally devoted to Hot Rods, Drag racing and the local Southern California car culture. Wally Parks founded the museum and as you enter the building there is a statue of the man to greet you. It is a very professional museum with many facilities such as a research library, gift shop, art gallery and multi-media classroom. There
is a large display of Hot Rods, drag racers, midget racers, Indy cars and memorabilia, there are also cars displayed that have raced on the Bonneville Salt Flats. Along the museum walls are illuminated cabinets displaying photos, trophies, posters, jackets and so on.
Notes: The museum is located in the eastern outskirts of Los Angeles, it is open Wednesday-Sunday 10.00-17.00 hours, and group tours are available upon request.
ADDRESS: 18001 Yorba Linda Boulevard, Yorba Linda, California.
TELEPHONE: 714-993-3393.
This ex-American president maybe remembered for all the wrong reasons but this is an interesting museum that is dedicated to life of Richard Nixon. There is the main museum, gardens, the house he was born in, the gravesites of him and his wife Pat and two rather interesting automobiles. One is a replica of the vehicle Richard Nixon used during his 1950 senatorial campaign, a 1949 Mercury Station Wagon.
The other is no replica, but the original 1967 Lincoln limousine used whilst he was U.S.
President complete with fold down bumpers, hand rails, sophisticated communications equipment and bullet proof protection. President Ford, Carter and Reagan used the same car during their term of office.
Notes: The museum in Yorba Linda is about 40 miles south east of Los Angeles, open every day 10.00-17.00 hours and on Sundays 11.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 15180 Bledsoe Street, San Sylmar, California, 91324.
TELEPHONE: (818) 367-2251 / (818) 367-1085.
This is no ordinary automobile collection, if you are in the Los Angeles area this is one museum you must visit. Not only is the car collection outstanding but also the lavish décor of the museum interior. It was founded by J. B. Nethercutt who became president and co-founder of Merle Norman Cosmetics; the building is lavishly decorated inside with marble columns, gold leaf on the ceiling, works of art and stunning chandeliers.
The automobile collection is in two sections, the Grand Salon which houses approximately 30 very expensive and beautifully restored classics cars from such companies as Duesenberg, Mercedes and Packard. The other section displays a large selection of Rolls Royce models from all periods; collectively there are about 200 vehicles on display in beautiful surroundings. You can’t just wander around the museum as you please; visitors are escorted through the museum on regular scheduled two-hour trips, which are very informative.
Notes: Visitors are advised to telephone first to organise times for the tours, although there is no entrance fee, children under 12 are not allowed in. The museum is situated in the northern end of the San Fernando Valley; facilities include a gift shop, restoration shop and the Nethercutt Automotive research library.
ADDRESS: Plot D, Section L290/11, Holy Cross Cemetery, Culver City, California.
Notes: Barney Oldfield (1878-1946) was born in Wauseon Ohio and when he left school bicycle racing became his profession winning countless events. He got the opportunity to drive for Henry Ford and became famous driving the legendary Ford built 999 racer. On Memorial Day 1903, he became the first man to cover a mile within a minute which gave him nationwide recognition.
He attended many races in American with reasonable success driving for Benz, Delage, Fiat, Mercer, Maxwell and Stutz. He retired from racing in 1918 and founded the Oldfield Tyre & Rubber Company which he sold four years later to Firestone. Oldfield became a very rich man, known for his cigar chewing showmanship, but he lost a reported $1 million in the 1929 Wall Street crash and became virtually penniless. He ended his colourful career as an automobile consultant and died in 1946.
ADDRESS: 6060 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, 90036.
TELEPHONE: (323) 964-6356 / (323) 930-CARS.
FAX NUMBER: (323) 930-6642.
WEB SITE: www.petersen.org
The Petersen Automotive Museum is the latest member of the National History Museum of Los Angeles. A $15 million donation from publisher Robert E. Petersen provided the momentum for the creation of this wonderful museum situated in a colourful district of Los Angeles. It opened to the public in June 1994, and is dedicated to the interpretive study of the car and its influence on our lives. Located in the old Ohrbach’s Department Store building in Los Angeles, the four storey buildings and its contents will interest all age groups.
The total display area is approximately 300.000sq/ft, the first floor features many attractions including automobiles exhibited with authentic Los Angeles street scenes.
The visitor can wander through a 1939 Lincoln showroom, a blacksmith shop, a middle class family home with garage, a café, a design studio, gas station, street mall, diner and body customising shop.
The second floor features five large rotating exhibition galleries displaying rare racing cars, classic cars, concept cars, motor cycles and cars used by famous Hollywood stars.
There is a ‘hands on’ interactive discovery centre on the third floor and an all glass penthouse conference centre on the fourth floor for special events.
Cars displayed in the museum include a 1969 Dodge Charger used in the TV series ‘Dukes of Hazzard’, Mel Blanc’s 1958 Edsel, Greta Garbo’s 1925 Lincoln, Dick Van Dyke’s 1963 Studebaker Avanti and the last Nissan 300ZX imported into America.
Notes: Located on Wilshire Boulevard on the corner of Fairfax Avenue, the museum is open Tuesday-Sunday 10.00-18.00 hours. There is a book store, gift shop and covered parking area available, this is an automotive museum the whole family will enjoy.
ADDRESS: 429 Front Street, Santa Cruz, California, 95060.
TELEPHONE: (408) 427-2290.
Notes: Favoured by Pontiac enthusiasts, this theme restaurant is located 30 miles south east of San Jose at the north end of Monterey Bay. The style of the restaurant is very much 1950s with an abundance of memorabilia linked to Pontiac, even the contents of the menu are named after some of the famous models. It is housed in a former Pontiac and Cadillac dealership building, telephone first for opening times.
ADDRESS: Thomas Winery Plaza, 7965 Vineyard Avenue, Suite F5, Rancho Cucamonga, California, 91730.
TELEPHONE: (800) JOG-RT66.
FAX NUMBER: (909) 599-5308.
WEB SITE: www.classicar.com/museums/ranchovc/ranchovc
Another museum dedicated to the famous Route 66, this one features a large selection of water colour paintings of locations along the road from Rancho Cucamonga to Chicago. There is a display of photography, a video theatre, maps, music, road signs and various other auto memorabilia; the museum also has its own gift shop,
Notes: The opening times are Monday-Friday 12.00-16.00 hours, Saturday and Sunday 11.00-17.00 hours all year round.
ADDRESS: Placerville Town Hall, Main Street, Placerville, California.
Notes: A plaque on the wall of the Town Hall marks the spot where John Mohler Studebaker once operated a successful wheelbarrow shop in the 19th century. Its inclusion in this guide book is simple; John M Studebaker was one of the famous brothers that went on to produce the Studebaker automobiles.
He was affectionately known as “Wheelbarrow Johnny”, producing wheel barrows for the gold mining trade between 1853-1858. He eventually sold the business and moved to Indiana to join his brothers making wagons and eventually those famous cars.
ADDRESS: Pan American Plaza, Balboa Park, San Diego, California, 92112.
TELEPHONE: 619-234-8291.
This is a large museum dedicated to aerospace displays, the building the museum is housed in was built specially for the Ford Motor Company’s exhibits at the 1935 Californian Pacific Exposition. The entrance to the building is rather unique as it was built in the shape of the Ford V-8 trademark. Today among the aerospace exhibits are about a dozen automobiles on display.
Notes: The museum is open every day 10.00-16.30 hours, closed on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Years Day. Although admission is charged, on the fourth Tuesday of each month, admission is free.
ADDRESS: 2080 Pan American Plaza, (Located in Balboa Park), San Diego, California, 92101-1636.
TELEPHONE: (619) 231-2886 / (619) 231-AUTO.
FAX NUMBER: (619) 231-9869.
WEB SITE: www.sdautomuseum.org
With a constantly changing display of vehicles, there is always something different to see at this museum. Located in the beautiful Balboa Park in San Diego close to Highways I-163 and I-5 this museum features a collection of around 80 cars, motor cycles, a research library with rare publications, photos and vintage film and a large gift shop. The Imperial Palace Auto Collection in Nevada supplies some of the cars on display
Notes: It is open all year round, 10.00-16.30 hours and in the summer 10.00-17.30 hours. The museum offers free admission on the fourth Tuesday of each month.
ADDRESS: Sunnyvale, California, 94087.
TELEPHONE: (408) 773-1170.
WEB SITE: www.sandsmuseum.com
Notes: All types of mechanical objects are displayed at this unique museum, for car enthusiasts only a small number of modern vehicles are displayed. These include a Lotus Elise, Lotus Super Seven and a Honda NSX, there are also displays of pinball machines, clocks and other coin operated machines.
ADDRESS: Garden of Reflection, Section 1576, Graves 1 & 2, Rose Hills Memorial Park, 3888 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, California, 90601-1626.
TELEPHONE: (562) 699-0921.
Notes: Mickey Thompson (1928-1988) was the dominant force in Hot Rod racing in
America; he was the first man to break the 150mph barrier in _ mile and the first to achieve over 400mph on dry lakes. During his career he set over 500 speed and endurance records, he designed the first ‘slingshot’ dragster, he was the man responsible for Challenger 1 (the land speed record challenger) and he designed a large number of ingenious designs for the racing industry.
Mickey and his wife Trudy were tragically gunned down in the driveway of their home early one morning in 1988, their killer(s) have never been traced.
ADDRESS: 2200 Front Street, Sacramento, California, 95818-1107.
TELEPHONE: (916) 442-6802.
FAX NUMBER: (916) 442-2646.
There used to be two Towe Museums, one in Montana and this one in California, originally they were dedicated to displaying Ford vehicles but now focus on various makes of automobiles. Edward Towe a Montana banker, owned a private collection of around 180 Fords, it featured just about every model Ford made from the Model T Ford to the Pinto. The cost of displaying the collection was met by the Montana Historical Society who in the 1980s decided to free itself from the responsibility.
Whilst the collection was ‘homeless’, the Internal Revenue Service (the dreaded tax man) needed to settle a dispute with Edward Towe regarding his chain of banks. After several years of disputes with the IRS and the tax bill increasing five-fold, the collection had to be sold. However a buyer could not be found, so the IRS decided to auction what had become one of the largest inventories of Ford vehicles outside Dearborn.
The sale in 1997 broke up the famed collection, but within a short time the Towe Auto Museum situated on the banks of the Sacramento River was open to visitors with a selection of about 30 Fords from the original collection.
Today, the museum features many ‘Dream’ themes to educate the visitor, these include the ‘Dream of Speed’, ‘Dream of Luxury’, ‘Dream of Independence’ and so on. Apart from Ford models the museum displays an ever changing inventory, these include models made by Buick, Cadillac, Chevrolet, Dodge, Hudson, Jaguar, Lotus, MG, Packard, Plymouth, Studebaker and Tucker. Altogether, there are around 160 vehicles dating from the late 19th century to the 1970s on display.
Notes: Disabled access, gift shop, research library, free parking, guided tours, discount for group tours and video programmes are all available at the museum. Opening times are daily except major holidays 10.00-18.00 hours. The museum can be located from the north or south by Highway I-5, or from the east by the Capitol City Freeway and from the west by Highway I-80.
ADDRESS: 16593 Arrow Boulevard, Fontana, California.
TELEPHONE: (909) 823-9168.
Notes: Situated in San Bernardino County this private collection, which forms part of a Hudson salvage yard is owned by Bill Albright. It features approximately 75 Hudsons dating from 1933-1954, with fifteen of them restored to their original condition. Admission to the museum is free but by appointment only, it is open Monday-Saturday 9.00- 17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 1421 Emerson Avenue, Oxnard, California, 93033.
TELEPHONE: (805) 486-5929.
FAX NUMBER: (805) 486-2586.
This private, non-profit making museum was founded by ex-Los Angeles Times publisher Otis Chandler and features cars, motor cycles, commercial vehicles, trains, automobile art and wildlife exhibits. Cars featured include many American classics from Packard, Duesenberg, Cadillac, Lincoln, Stutz and Oldsmobile and the visitor can also enjoy seeing a collection of racing Porsche models on display.
Notes: Visitors must telephone the museum first to arrange a visit; it is usually open only one day a month. Directions to find the museum are as follows; travelling north from Malibu on the Pacific Coast highway, this becomes Oxnard Boulevard, at this point turn right onto Statham Boulevard and proceed two blocks to Emerson Avenue. Coming south on Rose Avenue from the Ventura highway turn right on Emerson Avenue.
ADDRESS: Belmont Memorial Park, 201 North Teilman Avenue, Fresno, California, 93706-1399.
TELEPHONE: (559) 237-6185.
Notes: Bill Vukovich Senior (1918-1955) known to many as the ‘Mad Russian’ is often regarded as one of the greatest Indy 500 drivers of all time; he won the famous race in 1953 and 1954. It was while attempting his ‘hat trick’ in 1955 when things went tragically wrong; he drove into a three-car accident on the track and his car crashed through the outer wall. It burst into flames and Vukovich died instantly of a fractured skull.
ADDRESS: Belmont Memorial Park, 201 North Teilman Avenue , Fresno, California, 93706-1399.
TELEPHONE: (559) 237-6185.
Notes: The Indy 500 Rookie of the year in 1988 was Bill Vukovich III (1963-1990), he was also the first third generation driver to enter the famous race.
ADDITIONAL
Notes: For Tucker enthusiasts there is usually a Tucker automobile on display at Francis Ford Coppola’s winery, named ‘Niebaum Coppola’ in Rutherford, Napa Valley, California.
At Vallejo, on the east shore of San Pablo Bay on the northern suburbs of San Francisco Bay is an interesting location for the car enthusiasts. In the early part of the 20th
century the town planners decided to call the streets and alleyways after automobiles of the period using an alphabetical system. Over the years the streets named A-C have disappeared but visitors can still enjoy photographing streets named after Dodge, Ford, Hudson, Kissel, Maxwell, Packard REO and so on.
ADDRESS: 245 East Collins, Eaton, Colorado, 80615.
TELEPHONE: (907) 454-1365.
Notes: This is an antique car dealer who also has a museum on site usually displaying vehicles from the 1920s-1960s. They are open Monday-Friday 9.00-17.00 hours and Saturday 9.00-14.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Highway 287, Longmont, Colorado, 80501.
TELEPHONE: (303) 776-2520.
There are a number of rare vehicles displayed at this private museum situated 30 miles north of Denver. They include a 1913 Lozier Type 72 Riverside and a 1910 Lozier Type 1 Briarcliff. The Lozier automobile was built between 1905-1918, originally in New York and then production was transferred to Detroit.
Notes: The museum is located one mile south of Longmont and only open at weekends 11.00-16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 4303 Brighton Boulevard, Denver, Colorado, 80216 TELEPHONE: (303) 297-1113.
WEB SITE: www.foneymuseum.com
If it has wheels then chances are it will be displayed in this museum, there is a mixture of aircraft, trains, carriages, motor cycles and cars exhibited. The highlights of the car collection include Amelia Earhart’s yellow coloured Kissel, Prince Ali Khan’s Rolls Royce and a six-wheeled Hispano Suiza.
Notes: You can access the museum from highway I-70 east exiting at 275B; from highway I-25 exit 214A onto I-70 then exit 275B. Opening times of the museum are Monday-Saturday all year round 9.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 135 Manitou Avenue, Manitou Springs, Colorado, 80829.
TELEPHONE: (719) 685-4400.
FAX NUMBER: (719) 685-5885.
The Pikes Peak Hill Climb is world famous, it is known as the ‘Race to the Clouds’ and
originated in 1916. It is one of the highest and probably most spectacular racing events in the world and after the Indianapolis 500 is the oldest continuing race in America. The race to the top measures 12.42 miles, 156 turns, 800-foot drop-offs from 9.402’-14.110’, an average grade of 7%, average speed recorded of 74.5mph and the fastest recorded speed was 130mph! In 1901, the first car struggled to the peak in nine hours; by 1994 a New Zealander called Rod Millen drove a Toyota to the peak in 10.4 minutes! Such great names as Roger Mears, Parnelli Jones, Mario Andretti and Michele Mouton have all made their mark on the mountain. All types of vehicles have been driven up the mountain such as stock cars, Indy type cars, trucks, quad bikes, motor cycles, electric cars and standard showroom cars.
Environmentalists may have the last say in the great race as they are determined to have the track paved. They claim that dust and dirt from the track is harming the surrounding forest, this would end the legendary race once and for all.
This museum celebrates the existence of the great race, the people who have raced to the peak and the cars involved. Exhibits include a 1918 Pierce Arrow, 1920 Lexington, 1948 Willys Jeep and a replica of Nick Sanborn’s 1966 Oldsmobile Toronado.
Notes: The gift shop sells souvenirs and play station discs of the race to the peak. The museum is open all year round Monday-Saturday 9.00-17.00 hours and Sunday 12.00- 17.00 hours; it can be accessed from I-25 to Highway 24 on to Manitou Avenue.
ADDRESS: South Adams Street, Highway 50, Gunnison, Colorado, 81230.
TELEPHONE: (940) 641-4530.
Notes: The main theme of this museum complex is the history of Gunnison County with individual buildings displaying Indian artefacts, a restored school, a steam train and just over 10 automobiles. It is open Monday-Saturday 9.00-17.00 hours and a gift shop is available.
ADDRESS: 5020 Chaparral Court, P.O. Box 19228, Boulder, Colorado, 60308-2228.
TELEPHONE: (305) 516-9565.
FAX NUMBER: (305) 447-1380.
Established in 1996, this museum is devoted to the work of the legendary Carroll Shelby. During the 1960s, Shelby wanted to produce an American sports car that could compete with Europe’s finest, he choose the AC Cobra and fitted an American V-8 engine and created the Shelby Cobra 427, an exceptionally fast car. They were raced with considerable success capturing the manufacturers championships in 1963, 1964 and 1965.
Shelby also managed the Ford GT40 teams that raced at Le Mans and won in 1966 and 1967. He also created the Shelby GT350 and GT500 Ford Mustangs which have become collector’s items.
The Shelby American Collection is dedicated to the preservation of Shelby automobiles.
The display includes the Ford GT40 that won at Le Mans driven by Mario Andretti, a
number of Cobra production and racing cars, the first Shelby Mustang GT350 and many trophies, racing uniforms art work and models.
Notes: It is fabulous and spacious museum that would interest any enthusiast, it is advisable to contact them first for opening times. It can be accessed from highway 119 heading north (Longmont Diagonal Highway) to 63rd Street and on to Spine Road; Chaparral Court is off Spine Road.
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 788, Estes Park, Colorado, 80517.
TELEPHONE: (970) 577-1903.
FAX NUMBER: (970) 577-1924.
WEB SITE: www.stanleymuseum.org
The remarkable Stanley family were originally from England and responsible for a number of creations in the late 19th century. Twins Francis Edgar and Freelan Oscar invented the Stanley Steamer, a steam powered automobile that sold in reasonable numbers well into the 20th century. Sister Chansonetta was an extremely creative photographer and is famous for her glass plate negatives and hand coloured lantern slides. The family were also responsible for violin making with many of these items on permanent display at the Stanley Museum in Kingfield, Maine.
Here in Colorado in 1903, Freelan Oscar saw an opportunity to build an elegant hotel.
After creating the town’s infrastructure with power, water, sewers, roads and a bank, Freelan Oscar Stanley opened the Stanley Hotel in June 22nd 1909.
In 1997, a number of exhibits from the Stanley Museum in Maine were introduced to the Stanley Hotel; today visitors can learn the history of this talented family with their numerous creations.
Notes: Historic tours are available at the hotel, opening hours of the museum are 11.00-14.00 hours Tuesday-Sunday, and the museum is also open by appointment.
ADDRESS: 58 Buckley Highway, Stafford Springs, Connecticut, 06076.
TELEPHONE: (860) 684-2675.
Notes: You will see a nice collection of Ford automobiles dating from 1929-1946 on display at this museum. There is also a collection of gas station memorabilia, pedal cars and automobilia; admission is free but by appointment only.
ADDRESS: Grove Street Cemetery, Hartford, New Haven, Connecticut.
Notes: Charles Goodyear (1800-1860) was the man who invented vulcanised rubber, his company went on to become one of the most famous rubber and tyre companies in the world. Charles died long before automobiles were invented and did not get to see the full impact of his invention.
ADDITIONAL
Notes: The AMS-Sterling was built in Amston, Connecticut from 1917; the orginal three-storey factory is still standing. In the car park of the Hamden Shopping Plaza, Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, approximately twenty old cars have been permanently cemented into the car park up to waistline level. There is a 19th century transportation exhibit at the Canton Historical Museum, 11 Front Street, Collinsville.
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 127, Route 82, Yorklyn, Delaware, 19726.
Notes: The Magic Age of Steam exhibits feature the Clarence Marshall Museum with a collection of 23 automobiles, of which 20 are steam powered. The museum also contains stationary steam engines, steam traction engines and models. For children there are the added attraction of rides in a miniature steam train, steam powered boat and two Stanley steam powered wagons.
ADDRESS: Rockland Road, Wilmington, 19899, Delaware.
TELEPHONE; (320) 651-6912.
WEB SITE: www.hagley.lib.de.us/museum
This was the home and estate of Alfred I. Du Pont; the 102-room mansion is situated on a 300-acre estate in the ‘Diamond State’. As you would expect it is lavishly decorated with antique furnishings and rare works of art. There is a rather fine collection of automobiles on display which includes a 1912 and 1924 Cadillac, a 1951 Rolls Royce Silver Wraith and a very rare Rolls Royce Phantom V from 1960, one of only ten ever built.
Notes: This historic site is open May-November at various times; it is advisable to telephone first for confirmation. Children under the age of 16 are not admitted.
ADDRESS: 14t h Street & Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington DC, 20560.
TELEPHONE: (202) 357-2700 / (202) 357-1729.
WEB SITE: www.americanhistory.si.edu
This is the largest and most famous museum in the world, the Smithsonian Institute is made up of fourteen museums, thirteen in Washington and one in New York, this particular one houses a car collection. The road transport section displays all types of transportation in America, carriages, cycles, trucks, buses, motor cycles and cars.
The automobile collection displays cars that created automobile history in America and include an 1893 Duryea, 1894 Haynes, 1903 Oldsmobile Curved Dash, 1903 Winton, 1913 Model T Ford, Richard Petty’s NASCAR winning Pontiac and a 1968 STP Brawner- Hawk once driven by Mario Andretti, he won the 1969 Indy 500 in this particular car.
A highlight of the museum is a 1903 Winton, this was the first car to cross America; the journey took 63 days. A new exhibition on transport is due to unveiled at this museum in 2003.
Notes: Admission is free, opening times are 10.00-17.30 hours daily except Christmas Day, and all the expected facilities are available.
ADDITIONAL
Notes: At the Smithsonian Institute, National Air & Space Museum, 7th & Independence Avenue SW, Washington is one four wheeled vehicle of considerable interest. It is a Lunar Roving Vehicle (LRV); this particular example on display is the Qualification Test Unit Vehicle. This ‘prototype’ built by Boeing is identical to the one astronauts used on a number of Apollo missions to the moon, one of the few vehicles that have been driven on another planet.
ADDRESS: Daytona International Speedway, 1801 West International Speedway Boulevard, Daytona Beach, Florida, 32114-1243, TELEPHONE: (904) 947-6800.
Situated on the grounds of the world famous Daytona International Speedway this museum features many attractions for racing enthusiasts.
You enter the museum through a replica of the twin tunnels used at the main track, once inside you will experience six large video screens with an appropriate sound system.
They show various types of races that have made Daytona famous throughout the world, there is also a separate theatre showing historic racing films.
There is an impressive display of cars such as a 1959 Oldsmobile driven by Lee Petty, a Daytona 500 winner, 1962 Pontiac driven by ‘Fireball’ Roberts, 1964 Plymouth driven by Richard Petty and the late Dale Earnhardt’s 1990 Chevrolet. The museum also displays Sir Malcolm Campbell’s Bluebird which in 1935 recorded a speed of 276.8mph at Daytona.
Notes: Facilities include a souvenir shop called the ‘Pit Stop’ selling books and racing related items, opening times for the museum are daily 10.00-18.00 hours, there are extended hours during peak seasons, they are closed on Christmas Day.
ADDRESS: 8701 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach, Florida, 33154.
TELEPHONE; (305) 865-6661.
WEB-SITE: www.travelbase.com/destinations/miami-beach/dezerland/
If you are a classic car enthusiast and looking for accommodation in the area this may be the hotel you are looking for. All the 225 recently renovated hotel rooms are named after classic cars and you will find them some of them on display in the hotel.
Notes: They have a 1950s style restaurant and a gift shop featuring many items of interest to a car enthusiast. The hotel is open 24 hours a day with the restaurant open between 7.00-22.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 825 NE Ocean Boulevard, Hutchinson Island, Stuart, Florida, 33494.
TELEPHONE: (407) 225-1961.
Notes: This museum explains the development of wheeled transport with displays of horse drawn carriages, bicycles, motor cycles and cars. There are around 25 cars on display in the vehicles section, another section of the museum houses 12 Americana shops taken from Salem Massachusetts. Opening times are daily 11.00-16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 2350 McGregor Boulevard, Fort Myers, Florida, 33901.
TELEPHONE: (941) 334-7419 / (941) 334-3614.
Henry Ford worked for Thomas Edison in Detroit in the late 19th century, it was during that period he built his first two-cylinder Quadricycle; they remained close friends for the rest of their lives. They both decided to build their winter resorts next to each other in the Fort Myers region of the ‘Sunshine State’; one was named ‘Mangoes’ (Ford) the other named ‘Seminole Lodge’ (Edison). These homes are now open to the public and feature a number of automobiles on display including a Model T given to Edison by Ford.
Notes: You can find these historic homes by driving to the southwest part of the Florida peninsula near the coast on Highway I-75. The admission fee covers access to both homes which operate guided tours only, opening hours are Monday to Saturday 9.00-15.30 hours and Sundays 12.00-15.30 hours. The homes are closed on Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.
ADDRESS: 1527 SW 1s t Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 33315.
TELEPHONE: (954) 779-7300.
Notes: A museum devoted to pre-war Packard automobiles and displaying related memorabilia, worthy of a visit especially if you are a Packard enthusiast.
ADDRESS: 13700 SW 16t h Avenue, Ocala, Florida, 34473.
TELEPHONE: (352) 245-8661.
FAX NUMBER: (352) 245-6895.
WEB SITE: www.garlits.com
Notes: This is one of two auto museums on one site owned by the Dragster legend Don Garlits. This museum features a collection of classic cars including a selection of Fords, Dodges and some rare Metz automobiles.
It is open daily except Christmas Day between the hours of 9.00-17.00; a combination ticket can be purchased to cover both museums saving the visitor 20% off the admission fee. The museum is located next to his Dragster collection and is only a short distance south of Ocala; take exit 67 County Road 484 on Highway I-75.
ADDRESS: 13700 SW 16t h Avenue, Ocala, Florida, 34473
TELEPHONE: (352) 245-8661.
FAX NUMBER: (352) 245-6895.
WEB SITE: www.garlits.com
This is the other Don Garlits Attraction at the same address; this one is dedicated to drag racing and the legendary drag racer Don Garlits. Nicknamed ‘Big Daddy’ his racing career lasted 25 successful years and in that time he had accumulated a large collection of trophies. After he retired from the sport he and his wife Pat decided to open a museum in honour of Drag Racing, in 1984 this 25.000sq/ft facility was officially opened.
There are dragsters on display once driven by such names as Dick Kraft, Emery Cook, Art Malone, Lloyd Scott, Jim Bucher, Mark Oswald, Raymond Beadle, Don Carlton and ‘Jungle’ Jim Liberman to name only a few. Twenty-four of the dragsters exhibited were once driven by Don Garlits and include several of his ‘Swamp Rats’.
Notes: The museum is open daily 9.00-17.30 hours except Christmas Day and a gift shop is available, this museum is a must for dragster fans. Directions to the museum are the same as the Classic Car Collection listed above.
ADDRESS: 436 Harrison Avenue, Panama City, Florida, 32405.
TELEPHONE: (850) 763-0996.
Notes: An automobile collection worth seeing in the north western part of Florida, admission is by appointment only.
ADDRESS: 2909 West International Speedway Boulevard, Daytona Beach, Florida, 32124.
TELEPHONE: (904) 252-3800.
Formerly the Mark Martin’s Classic Car Museum, it is located about a mile from the Daytona Museum. They have a good selection of around 120 automobiles plus 40 motor cycles on display and include a number of vehicles that have appeared on American television shows. Highlights of the collection is a 1957 Ford Thunderbird once owned by Burt Reynolds and a 1956 Ford Thunderbird once owned by Humphrey Bogart, the last car he ever purchased.
Notes: Facilities include a mock drive in theatre with seating within Corvette tailcones showing films and an extensively stocked gift shop. Opening times are daily, except major holidays 9.00-21.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 5500 North Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, Florida, 34243.
TELEPHONE: (941) 335-6228.
FAX NUMBER; (941) 358-8065.
WEB SITE: www.sarasotacarmuseum.org
By day, it is an impressive car museum and by night, it becomes a banquet and event facility. The complex has a 60.000sq/ft exhibition area part of which displays a rich and diverse collection of automobiles, at night a 4.000sq/ft area is used for dining and dancing amidst the car collection.
The are about 100 cars exhibited and it includes some treasures such as a Mercedes once owned by John Lennon, a rare Cadillac station wagon and a dragster once driven and owned by Don Garlits. Most American and European makes are represented, the display of
cars changes regularly as the museum takes in new additions and exchanges with other museums.
Notes: There is disabled access throughout the museum and free wheel chairs are available, other facilities include a huge collectible shop selling auto and non-auto related items. The museum is open every day except Christmas Day 9.00-18.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Florida Silver Springs Theme Park, State Route 40 East, Silver Springs, Ocala, Florida, 32688-0570.
TELEPHONE: (904) 236-2121.
Notes: Situated within the Silver Springs theme park is a collection of around 25 cars, mainly American vehicles. This wildlife park is built around the world’s largest fresh water springs area and many American television shows and movies have been filmed here.
During World War II it was used for jungle warfare training for American soldiers. The car collection can be viewed daily 9.00-17.30 hours.
ADDRESS: 3550a Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, Florida, 32308.
TELEPHONE: (850) 942-0137.
FAX NUMBER; (850) 942-5134.
WEB SITE: www.tacm.com
An impressive museum with an interesting collection of exhibits, aside from the horse drawn hearse used for Abraham Lincoln’s funeral the museum also displays many automobiles.
These include 1901 Knox, 1909 Hupmobile, 1916 Metz Roadster, 1924 Columbia Six Sedan, 1931 Duesenburg Model J, 1936 DeSoto, 1954 Kaiser Darrin Roadster, 1966 Dodge Drag Racer and a 1979 Pontiac TransAm. Highlights of the collection are the 1948 Tucker Torpedo used in the film about Tucker, the first Plymouth Prowler sold to the public and the Batmobile used in the film ‘Batman Returns’.
Notes: The museum is open all year round, Monday-Saturday 10.00-17.00 hours and on a Sunday 12.00-17.00 hours.
ADDITIONAL
Notes: The Collier Automotive Museum, Naples, Florida closed down in April 1994.
ADDRESS: Georgia’s Stone Mountain Park, Stone Mountain, Georgia, 30086.
TELEPHONE: (404) 981-0194.
Located within Stone Mountain Park in the ‘Peach State’, this museum contains around 40 vehicles dating from an 1895 Fugier to vehicles from a more modern era. Along with the cars, there is a display of clocks, toys, musical instruments and a rather interesting aeroplane car dating from 1928.
Notes: The museum and gift shop is open daily in the summertime 10.00-20.30 hours and 10.00-17.30 hours for the remainder of the year. It is situated on the eastern suburbs of Atlanta City and can be accessed from state route 78.
ADDRESS: 1125 Highway 84 East, Cairo, Georgia, 31728.
TELEPHONE: (229) 377-3911.
FAX NUMBER: (229) 377-8096.
There are many interesting automobiles displayed at this museum, they include a 1910 Cadillac, 1914 Hudson, 1921 McFarland, 1928 Pierce-Arrow, 1929 REO Flying Cloud Roadster, 1929 Studebaker Cabriolet, 1957 Chevrolet and a 1971 Pontiac GTO. One of the highlights of the collection is a 1956 Cadillac used in the film ‘Driving Miss Daisy’.
Notes: The museum is open the first Saturday of each month or by appointment only.
ADDRESS: 1111 Via Bayless, Marietta, Georgia, 30066-2770.
TELEPHONE: (770) 928-1446.
FAX NUMBER: (770) 928-1342.
WEB-SITE: www.baylessfiat.com
Established in 1989, this museum is located on the premises of Bayless Inc. and is devoted to the work of Carlo Abarth featuring a large number of Fiat and Lancia memorabilia.
Among the exhibits are Abarth engines, accessories, posters, brochures, manuals,
emblems & toy models. The original art work by artists such as Mark Strehrenberger, Fred Goswick and Chalmers Crowell are also on display.
Notes: Admission to the museum is free; opening times are Monday-Friday 8.00- 17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: State Route 85 West South, Warm Springs, Georgia, 31830.
TELEPHONE: (706) 655-5870.
Notes: This is the former holiday home of Franklin D. Roosevelt where he died in 1945; on display are two of his personal cars. They are a Willys convertible and a 1938 Ford convertible, both are fitted with hand controls so that the ex-president could drive without the use of his legs as he suffered from lower body paralysis. The historic site is open every day 9.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Augusta Avenue, Waycross, Georgia, 31501.
TELEPHONE: (912) 285-4260.
Notes: This museum relates to local history in Waycross, the display includes many railroad exhibits, horse drawn vehicles and an assortment of automobiles. It is open Monday- Saturday 9.00-17.00 hours and on Sundays 13.00-17.00 hours, closed major holidays.
ADDRESS: 3098 Highway 411 NE, P.O. Box 480, White, Georgia, 30184.
TELEPHONE: (404) 382-6141 / (404) 974-6144.
Notes: This is a salvage yard with a display of old American cars, the highlight of the collection is a Lincoln once owned by Elvis Presley, this was the last car he ever owned before he died. Opening times are Monday-Friday 8.00-17.00 hours and on a Saturday 8.00-12.00 hours, it can be located from highway I-75 exit 126 and then two miles north on Highway 411.
ADDRESS: Highway 319 South, Thomasville, Georgia, 31779.
TELEPHONE: (912) 226-2344.
Notes: Visitors can enjoy seeing several antique automobiles in the garage of this plantation site; it is situated close to the Florida state line in the south western part of Georgia. The plantation was established in the early 19th century and over the years has been owned by a number of wealthy owners. Telephone first for opening times, the plantation is closed on major holidays.
ADDRESS: Stone Mountain Park, Georgia.
TELEPHONE: (770) 413-5229.
WEB SITE: www.protsman-antiques.com
A highly acclaimed museum owned and operated by the Protsman family, it is located in the Stone Mountain Park east of Atlanta. Aside from 4000 non-auto related artefacts, there are around 35 cars on display; these include a 1907 Cadillac, 1908 Buick, 1928 Duesenberg and a 1930 Rolls Royce. Some of the more unusual cars on display include a 1928 Martin, made by the Martin Aircraft Company; it is the only one of its kind in the world. It features an aerodynamic shaped body with a large circular grille at the rear to cool the rear mounted engine and transmission, one side door and a pop-out windscreen.
It was built in 1928 for the famous flyer General Billy Mitchell and cost the company $17.000 to build.
Other rare vehicles exhibited by the museum is a 1913 Carnation Roadster, 1904 Oldsmobile Pie Wagon and a 1948 Tucker used in the film ‘Tucker, The Man & His Dreams’
Notes: You can find the museum 16 miles east of Atlanta on Highway 78 off the 285 by-pass, opening times are summer, 10.00-20.00 hours and winter 10.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Old Idaho Penitentiary, Main Street at 2445 Penitentiary Road, Idaho, 83712.
TELEPHONE: (208) 334-2844.
Idaho’s old state penitentiary is today a tourist attraction featuring the Museum of Electricity, the penitentiary and the Museum of Transportation. The latter contains a number of land-based transport including a number of cars. One of the cars on display is the only make produced in Idaho, the Leata, the example exhibited dates from 1974.
Notes: Between Memorial Day and Labour Day the museum is open daily 10.00- 17.00 hours, for the remainder of the year it is open daily 12.00-16.00 hours.
NAME; Grant Hills Antique Auto Museum.
ADDRESS: Highway 20, Galena, Illinois, 61036.
TELEPHONE: (815) 777-2115.
An American agricultural machine manufacturer named Case built a range of automobiles between 1910-1927. There are not many of these models exhibited in museums around the world, but there is an example from 1911 on display at this museum, along with 40 other vehicles.
Notes: The museum can be found one mile east of Galena, opening times are daily, May-October 10.00-16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 3623 West Lake Street, Glenview, Illinois, 60025.
TELEPHONE: (847) 724-4354.
There are over 150 vehicles exhibited at this museum including some rare makes.
They include a Henney limousine, built by a company who specialised in cars for formal occasions such as funerals and weddings; they made a range of hearses, limousines and also ambulances. Henney was in production between 1920-1930 and also produced four long wheelbase convertible sedans; these were sold direct to funeral directors.
Another rare vehicle on display is the Veritas, this German made sports car was produced between 1946-1952. In the beginning the cars featured a pre-war BMW six-cylinder engine and a choice of coupe and cabriolet body styles, some later versions came with a six-cylinder Heinkel engine.
The museum also displays a 1950 Edwards; these sports cars were built in San Francisco to compete with the European sports cars that were flooding the American market at the time. They featured either a Ford V-8 or a Lincoln engine with GM automatic transmission, production ceased in 1955. The museum has a large display of motor cycles, license plates, spark plugs, hub caps and memorabilia.
Notes: Telephone the museum first for opening times as they vary considerably during the year.
ADDRESS: 1208 Main Street, Paris, Illinois, 61944.
TELEPHONE: (217) 463-1834.
Notes: A small museum with about a dozen cars on display along with military memorabilia, admission is free and it is open Monday-Saturday 10.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 400 North Lee Street, Des Plaines, Illinois, 60016.
TELEPHONE: (847) 297-5022.
The founder of the McDonalds chain of restaurants was Ray Kroc and here is the first one that opened in the Chicago area in 1955. As you enter the parking lot you will see a selection of classic cars from the 1950s, inside the décor has been preserved from what it was when it originally opened.
Notes: It is located on the north western suburbs of Chicago; opening hours vary so telephone first to avoid disappointment. No food is served here but across the road is a modern McDonalds restaurant.
ADDRESS: 57t h Street & Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, llinois, 60637-2093.
TELEPHONE: (312) 684-1414.
WEB SITE: www.msichicago.org
One of the best science and technology museums in the world is located in Chicago; the transportation zone plays only a small part of this impressive museum. All forms of transport are exhibited in one form or another and car enthusiasts can enjoy seeing the first Italian automobile, an 1896 Bernardi tri-car. It is fitted with a gasoline powered engine fitted with a jet carburettor, air and fuel filters and an automatic ignition system, it was capable of achieving speeds of 20 mph, all rather impressive for the 19th century.
Other models on display include a 1901 Oldsmobile Model R, 1914 Model T Ford, 1929 Duesenberg Model J and Craig Breedlove’s Spirit of America. This jet-powered vehicle shattered the land speed record in Utah’s Bonneville Salt Flats in 1964 reaching speeds of 539mph, a far cry from Bernardi’s Tri-car from 78 years previous!!
Notes: The museum is located in downtown Chicago in Hyde Park; it is accessible by car, CTA and the Metro system. Opening times are daily except Christmas Day 9.30- 16.00 hours and 9.30-17.30 hours weekends, most holidays and everyday during the summer.
ADDRESS: 1 Mid America Place, P.O. Box 1368, Effingham, Illinois, 62401.
TELEPHONE: (217) 347-4233.
The Chevrolet Corvette is America’s most successful sports car and is celebrating its 50th anniversary; attached to the Mid America Inc. building is this unique Corvette museum.
The company specialises in the supply of Corvette parts and accessories and the owner of the business and the museum is Corvette enthusiast Mike Yager.
The museum is full of rare and significant Corvettes with over forty models displayed; they include a 1962 Corvette, one of seven built by the factory to race at Sebring in 1962, a 1973 Le Mans coupe and a pristine 1954 model with just over 3000 miles recorded. Also exhibited is the CERV-1 experimental vehicle and a rare sectioned racing Corvette racer. Mike Yager has accumulated a large collection of Corvette memorabilia
over the years and they are all displayed at the museum in tasteful surroundings.
Notes: The museum is located just off highway 45 north, opening times are Monday- Saturday 8.00-17.00 hours and Saturday 9.00-15.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Woodhull, Illinois, 61490.
TELEPHONE: (309) 334-2589.
Notes: Situated two miles north of Woodhull is this privately owned museum with 25 cars on display. Visitors can expect a guided tour by the owner Max Nordeen; opening times are June-August, Tuesday-Sunday 9.00-16.00 hours, during May, September and October, weekends only 9.00-16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 107 NE Monroe, Peoria, Illinois, 61602.
It appears to be a contentious issue on who built the first American automobile, but most historians believe that the two Duryea brothers deserve recognition. Charles and Frank Duryea were born in Canton Illinois, Charles was the older brother who had an interest in self-propelled transportation, Frank was a tool maker in Massachusetts. It appears that Charles was the dreamer and younger brother Frank was the doer.
The two brothers built the first motorised carriage in America and carried out a public display on September 22nd 1893. However, because of its inadequate friction transmission the car was barely operative, much to the annoyance of their financial backers. A second and more successful attempt was made in September 1895 which led to the Duryea Motor Wagon Company being set up in Springfield, Illinois.
Thirteen vehicles were built in 1896; two of them ran in the London to Brighton Emancipation run in the same year. A short time later, the two brothers were experiencing many disagreements and eventually parted company; Charles took over the business from around 1900 and carried on producing various types of vehicles until 1916.
Notes: At one time the Duryea brothers lived in Peoria, the public library displays a three-wheeled Duryea vehicle from 1899; this is the only vehicle on display at the library.
Admission is free; it is located three blocks from I-74 highway as it passes through Peoria.
Opening times are Monday-Thursday 9.00-21.00 hours and Friday-Saturday 9.00-18.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Adams Street & Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
The famous Route 66 highway, affectionately called the ‘mother road’, originally run from Chicago to Los Angeles, a total of around 2000 miles. It was officially opened in 1926 and was responsible for the development of industry and commerce in its path; it also played an important role during the Second World War as a vital support link for the country’s war effort. So much has been written about the route over the years that it has inspired many to write songs, poems and books.
Notes: In downtown Chicago visitors can see a plaque situated on the junction of Adams Street and Michigan Avenue, which marks the offical start of the route.
ADDRESS: Wood River Refinery, Route 111, Roxana, Illinois.
TELEPHONE: Group Bookings (618) 255 3718.
WEB SITE: www.oldgas.com/info/shellmus.htm
The Shell History Museum is located in an old research building adjacent to the refinery; it displays over 1000 artefacts dating back to 1917. These include old gasoline pumps, glass oil bottles, Shell product adverts and even the original façade from on old Shell station that once operated in Illinois.
Notes: The museum was established in 1986 but it wasn’t until the early nineties that its present building was opened and staffed by volunteers. The museum is open Wednesday and Thursday 10.00-16.00 hours and admission is free. For group bookings contact the telephone number listed above.
ADDRESS: 3551 7t h Street, Moline, Illinois, 61265.
This was originally the home of the Velie family the founders of the Velie automobile produced in Moline between 1909-1928. The Velie Company had been producing carriages for 40 years before they got involved with the motor car. The first model was the ‘30’ and featured an American & British engine; some of the later models featured Lycoming straight eight-cylinder engines. Such was the popularity of the company that in 1916 the town of Shreveport Louisiana renamed one of its suburbs, Veile.
Notes: The family vacated the mansion after the founder and his son died and it lay empty until 1945. Over the years it has been a restaurant, an antique mall and a nightclub, it is of significant interest to automobile enthusiasts because of its history.
ADDRESS: 27582 Volo Village Road, Volo, Illinois, 60073.
TELEPHONE: (815) 385-3644.
FAX NUMBER: (815) 385-0703.
WEB SITE: www.volocars.com
There are about 250 cars on display at one time at this museum; many are for sale whilst others are permanent exhibits. They specialise in 1950s-1970s cars, in particular muscle cars and they display a number of celebrity cars that once belonged to Natalie Wood, Michael Jordan and Jack Lemmon.
Notes: Volo is a suburb on the north western part of Chicago; it can be accessed from state routes 12 and 120. Opening times are daily 10.00-17.00 hours; they are closed on major holidays.
ADDRESS: 11923 North Knoxville Avenue, Dunlap, Illinois, 61612-9636.
TELEPHONE: (309) 243-9020.
WEB SITE: www.members.aol.com/wotmuseum
The Glide automobile or Glidemobile as the early models were known, was built in Peoria, Illinois between 1903-1920. They were originally designed by O. Y. Bartholomew and featured a single cylinder engine with tiller steering, by 1916 when they designed their last model, the 6/40; it featured a four-cylinder 36hp engine. A 1917 Glide is displayed at this private museum with about 30 other automobiles.
Notes: The museum is located 13 miles north west of Peoria; opening times are May- October, Wednesday-Sunday, 12.00-17.00 hours.
ADDITIONAL
Notes: One curiosity situated in Peoria at the corner of SW Adams Street and South Stanley Street is a house completely covered in hubcaps.
ADDRESS: Plot 23-2, Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, Indiana.
Notes: James Allison (1872-1928) was of the co-founders of the Indianapolis 500 Speedway and owned the Allison Engineering Company. Eddie Rickenbacker purchased the assets of the Indianapolis speedway track in 1927 from Allison and his partner Fisher for an undisclosed sum. Allison died the following year with pneumonia and his engineering company was taken over by General Motors.
ADDRESS: Plot 235-723, Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, Indiana.
Notes: Indy 500 driver George Amick (1924-1959) came second in the 1958 Indy 500 earning him ‘Rookie of the Year’ honours. In 1959, in the newly constructed Daytona International Speedway, Amick won pole position for the main event. On the last lap of the 100-mile race, he lost control of his car which flipped over violently and killed him.
ADDRESS: Stone City Mall, 3348 16t h Street, Bedford, Indiana, 47421.
TELEPHONE: (812) 275-0556.
WEB SITE: http://www.autoracemuseum.com
American car racing fans cannot afford to miss out on this fabulous museum, it displays about 130 cars including Indy 500 racers, sprint cars, midget and _ midget racers, NASCAR racing cars and many classic Model T and A Fords. Famous American drivers such as Kyle Petty, Mel Kenyon, Roger McCluskey and Rick Mearns have driven many of the racing cars on display. There are a number of special interest models including a range of Mustangs, Corvettes, Camaros and Chevelles as well as standard classic vehicles represented by Rolls Royce, Bugatti and Lincoln.
Notes: The museum is located about 75 miles south of Indianapolis, opening times are April-December, Monday-Saturday 12.00-18.00 hours. The collection is housed in the former J.C. Penny building which is now one of Bedford’s largest malls.
ADDRESS: 1600 South Wayne Street, P.O. Box 271, Auburn, Indiana, 46706.
TELEPHONE: (219) 925-1444.
FAX NUMBER: (219) 925-6266.
WEB SITE: www.welcome.to/acd.museum
Three of the most famous classic automobiles from the twenties and thirties are Auburn, Cord and Duesenberg. They are displayed in a museum that was once the factory showroom and administration building of the Auburn Automobile Company.
In 1924, a man named Errett Lobban Cord was recruited to energise Auburn’s sluggish car sales, within a year this dynamic ambitious industrialist had lead the company to greater sales success then could ever have been imagined. In 1926, he purchased the Duesenberg Automobile Company, makers of unsurpassed racing and passenger cars and by 1929, had formed the Cord Corporation. In the same year he introduced the Cord L- 29, America’s first front wheel drive production car along with the legendary Duesenberg Model J.
While the rest of America struggled through the depression of the early 1930s, Cord’s activities thrived. However by 1937, the economic climate took its toll on Auburn, Cord and Duesenberg, the market for luxury cars had diminished and E. L. Cord was advised to disperse his automobile companies.
Highlights of the museum’s 100 strong vehicle collection are the 1904 Auburn Model A, the oldest known model in existence, 1912 Auburn Model 30L built for the Boston Motor Show and a 1932 Auburn 12-160A with 8000 original miles recorded. Other interesting vehicles exhibited include a 1930 Cord L-29, 1937 Cord 812 Supercharged Hardtop, 1932 Duesenberg J-476 Convertible and a range of other makes and models of significant interest, including a number built in Indiana.
They are all housed in a masterpiece of art deco architecture, designed by architect A.M. Strauss. The building opened in 1930 and is also included in the National Register of Historic Places.
Notes: The museum is located twenty miles north of the City of Fort Wayne, access
is via Highway I-69 connecting with state route 8 exit 129, it is well signposted. DeKalb County airport is only three miles from the museum.
Open all year round with the exception of Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New Years Day from 9.00-17.00 hours. The museum offers disabled access, a gift shop, archive library, banquet facilities and photography is permitted.
ADDRESS: 8339 North 400 East, Bryant, Indiana, 47326.
TELEPHONE: (219) 997-6822 / (800) 288-7630 This is a theme park with a range of facilities that includes a ‘Tin Lizzie’ museum.
There are about twenty cars on display, most are Model T Fords, the museum explains to visitors what it is like to drive one of these old classics with all its idiosyncrasies.
Notes: Bearcreek Farms is open between March-December; it is advisable to telephone first for opening times.
ADDRESS; Holy Cross Cemetery, 435 West Troy Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46225-2233.
TELEPHONE: (317) 784-4439.
Notes: The gravesites of the Chevrolet brothers are both situated at the Holy Cross Cemetery in Indianapolis. The brothers Louis (1878-1941) and Gaston (1892-1920) were born in Switzerland settled in America and eventually founded the Chevrolet Motor Company. They were both brilliant racing drivers; many regarded Louis as one of Americas leading drivers. Gaston was killed in a racing car accident in 1920, after that Louis ended his racing career to concentrate on the motor business.
ADDRESS; 1500 North Reed Road, Kokomo, Indiana, 46901.
TELEPHONE; (765) 454-9999.
This museum focuses on the vehicles that were produced in Kokomo in the early days of motoring; it features six Haynes automobiles and a rare Apperson. The Apperson brothers had worked with Elwood Haynes and left him to form their own motor car company, they produced a series of vehicles between 1902-1926. Another rare car on display is an Empire, one of only two left in the world. Other vehicles in the museum have connections with Kokomo, such as a range of General Motors and Chrysler products.
The museum features a replica of Elwood Haynes home and workshop, Haynes built Americas first commercially successful motor car in the late 19th century. The museum also features a 1930s replica gas station and diner.
Notes: The museum is open daily 10.00-17.00 hours and facilities include a gift shop.
ADDRESS; 403 East Main Street, Hagerstown, Indiana, 47346.
TELEPHONE; (765) 489-5598.
Notes: Along with some permanent cars on display, this museum will allow you to store and display your vehicle, subject to acceptance, in the museum for about a month, sometimes even longer. By doing this the museum has an ever changing collection of cars on display; all the records are kept in the museums archives of the cars that have been displayed. The museum is located about 45 miles east of Indianapolis; opening times are Monday-Friday 13.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 2405 Indiana Avenue, P.O. Box 1771, La Porte, Indiana, 46352-1771.
TELEPHONE: (219) 326-1337.
FAX NUMBER: (219) 326-1437.
WEB SITE: www.dpautomuseum.com
This is a relatively new and exciting museum housed within a magnificent three-storey building, cars are displayed on all three floors with some light aircraft suspended from the ceiling.
There are approximately 50 vehicles on display which include some models that originate from Indiana. The display includes an 1886 Benz, 1903 Winton, 1914 Mitchell Tourer, 1929 Auburn Cabin Speedster, 1929 Duesenberg, 1940 Ford Woodie, 1948 Tucker, and 1957 Dodge Coronet Convertible. There are many other models displayed from Mercedes Benz, Studebaker, Citroen and Rolls Royce.
The museum has recreated street scenes from downtown La Porte from 1900, 1940 and 1960, it also has a large collection of antique toys and inside the ‘Indiana Room’ is a complete set of license plates dating from 1913 to present day.
Notes: The museum is located one mile south of La Porte on Highway 35; opening times are from April-December, Tuesday-Saturday 10.00-16.30 hours and Sundays 12.00- 16.30 hours. The museum has disabled access, an excellent gift shop and photography is permitted.
ADDRESS: 90 West Washington, Nashville, Indiana, 47448.
TELEPHONE: (812) 988-1933.
The theme of this museum is the notorious American gangster John Dillenger who was a native of this area of Indiana. His violent reign of terror lasted between his release from jail in May 1933 until he was gunned down in a Chicago street in July 1934.
The museum features memorabilia of him and wax models of various other criminals of that era. Two cars are displayed which are replicas used by Dillenger during his reign of terror as ‘getaway’ cars, a 1933 V-8 Ford and a 1933 Essex Terraplane 8 with fake bullet holes.
Notes: The museum is located approximately 35 miles south of Indianapolis and is
open 10.00-17.00 hours May-October and 13.00-17.00 hours during the remainder of the year. It is closed during official holidays.
ADDRESS: Crown Hill Cemetery, 700 West 38t h Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46308-4240.
TELEPHONE: (317) 925-8231.
Notes: The Duesenberg family originated in Germany and immigrated to America in the 1880s, they were the founders of the famous marque. The gravesites of August S.
Duesenberg (Augie), Fredrick S. Duesenberg and Fredrick P. Duesenberg are all situated at the Crown Hill Cemetery in Indianapolis.
ADDRESS: 1541 West Tipton Avenue, Seymour, Indiana, 47274.
TELEPHONE: (812) 522-4574.
Notes: The cars on display in this museum and in the café have a 1950s theme.
Whilst in the Heartbeat Café the visitor can enjoy the 1950s décor, neon signs, the jukebox and even the menu has a car theme. There is a small charge for admission to the museum but not the cafe; both are open every day Monday-Friday 11.00-21.00 hours and at weekends 10.00-22.00 hours. It is located on Highway 50 West midway between Indianapolis and Louisville, Kentucky.
ADDRESS: 226 West Washington Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana, 46852.
TELEPHONE: (219) 426-0051.
Notes: One of many fire fighters museums in America, but one of the few with automobiles on display. Along with many fire tenders, equipment and memorabilia the visitor can enjoy seeing a Model A Ford chemical fire vehicle and a 1953 Cadillac ambulance.
The museum is housed in Fire Station number 3 which was originally built in 1893 and is open Monday-Friday 11.00-14.00 hours, a café for refreshments and meals is available.
ADDRESS: 200 South Main Street, Frankfurt, Indiana, 46041.
TELEPHONE: (765) 654-5533.
Notes: It is strongly advised to telephone first for an appointment before you visit this interesting collection.
ADDRESS: Anderson Memorial Park, Anderson, Madison County, Indiana.
Notes: Ray Harroun (1879-1968) was the first man to use a rear view mirror on a race car as a substitute to a riding mechanic. In 1908, he joined the Marmon Car Company and became their engineer and racing driver, in the first event at the new Indianapolis track he finished third in his Marmon. During his stint with the company he completed 93 races with 25 first places, 24 second places and finished in 13 third positions.
Harroun will best be remembered for winning the Indy 500 in 1911 in a Marmon Wasp and becoming National Driving Champion. After he and Marmon retired from racing, Harroun went on to design two Indy racing cars for Maxwell. Later in life he became a consultant engineer, in 1961 at the age of 82, he drove the old Marmon Wasp at the track’s golden year celebrations.
ADDRESS: 1915 South Webster Street, Kokomo, Indiana, 46902-2040.
TELEPHONE: (765) 456-7500.
Elwood Haynes (1857-1925) is best remembered for producing the first successful automobile in America in 1894. He was also an inventor, scientist, industrialist, educator and philanthropist. Among his inventions was ‘Haynes Stellite’ a durable alloy and in 1912, he invented stainless steel, for 15 years he was a resident of Kokomo where this museum is now situated.
The house that forms the museum and the property was donated to the City of Kokomo by Bernice Haynes Hillis in 1965, and was lived in by Elwood Haynes. Along with many family and personal items the museum displays much information on the Haynes Automobile Company including correspondence, literature and photographs of the cars.
The museum also exhibits a small number of Haynes vehicles; one 1905 model belonged to the famous opera singer James Melton. Elwood Haynes would never sell his first car, in 1910 he gave it to the Smithsonian Institute / National Museum in Washington where it remains today.
Notes: The museum is open Tuesday-Saturday 13.00-16.00 hours and Sundays 13.00- 17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 2330 Crystal Street, Anderson, Indiana, 46012.
TELEPHONE: (317) 649-TANK.
Notes: This is mainly a museum dedicated to military vehicles with a large collection of tanks on display. Included in the museum is one vehicle of interest, a 1947 Cadillac Limousine used by former U.S. President Harry S. Truman. The museum is located in the north side of Anderson town, which is about 30 miles north east of Indianapolis. Opening hours are Tuesday and Thursday 13.00-16.00 hours and on Saturdays 10.00-16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Vernon Cemetery, Vernon, Indiana.
Notes: Just as his racing career was beginning to take off, the racing driver James T.
Hemmings (1934-1962) was tragically killed in a multiple racing car accident in Ohio.
ADDRESS: 4790 West 16t h Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46222.
P.O. Box 24152, Speedway, Indiana, 46224.
TELEPHONE: (317) 484-6747.
FAX NUMBER: (317) 484-6449.
This breathtaking museum is located inside the track of the world famous Indianapolis Speedway and originates from the early 1950s. Although there is a collection of around 350 vehicles there is only room to display 75 at one time. The museum celebrates the history of the famous races and includes many treasures including the first Indy 500 winning car, the 1911 Marmon Wasp, a Ferrari 250LM that won the 24 hour Le Mans race in 1965, a Mercedes Benz once driven by Juan M. Fangio and a couple of Duesenbergs, once driven by Jimmy Murphy and Eddie Rickenbacker.
Approximately one third of the vehicles that have won the famous Indy 500 races are displayed at the museum, although not all at once, the collection is very diverse indeed.
There are vehicles here raced by some of the most famous drivers in the world such as Mario Andretti, Richard Petty, Wilbur Shaw, Nigel Mansell, Bill Vukovich, Louis Meyer and Mark Donohue to name only a few.
There is an interesting selection of pace cars on display along with helmets, goggles, programmes, trophies, works of art and other memorabilia. There is so much to see in this museum that it is an absolute must for any racing car enthusiast.
Notes: The museum is open every day of the year except Christmas Day 9.00-17.00 hours and in May only 9.00-18.00 hours, bus tours of the track are available but obviously not when a race is on!! There are video presentations in the Tony Hulman Theatre of past races, an extensive library, snack bar and gift shop selling official merchandise. I was presented with an excellent coloured souvenir catalogue, which gives the reader an insight into the museum and history of the famous track.
INDIANAPOLIS MOTOR SPEEDWAY MEMORIAL TOUR: At the same location there is a fine memorial for the 66 people who have lost their lives at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway over the years. They include 39 drivers, 14 riding mechanics, 4 racing personnel, 8 spectators and one miscellaneous person. Some were killed racing, other whilst testing cars on the circuit and a number of spectators were hit by cars or by an object flying off the cars. Some of the memorials are very elaborate such as the one for Louis Chevrolet. A recent addition is a memorial of the legendary driver Dale Earnhardt who was killed in a motor racing accident in 2001.
ADDRESS: 2130 Middlebury Street, Elkhart, Indiana, 46516.
TELEPHONE: (219) 522-0539.
FAX NUMBER: (219) 522-0358.
WEB SITE: www.millerautomuseum.org
You can expect to see around forty cars at this excellent private museum, most date from the pre-war era. Many have been manufactured in Indiana; some of the makes represented include Auburn, Cord, Duesenberg, Marmon, Pratt-Elkhart, Sterling and Studebaker.
S. Ray Miller had been collecting car memorabilia since childhood and now his impressive collection is on display along with period costumes, antiques and many other artefacts.
Notes: Opening times are Monday-Friday 13.00-16.00 hours and the last weekend of the month 12.00-16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 1000 Gordon Buehrig Place, Auburn, Indiana, 46706.
TELEPHONE: (219) 925-9100.
WEB SITE: www.clearlake.com/natmus/n3
Notes: This museum has a close affiliation with the Auburn, Cord, Duesenberg Museum; it is located adjacent to it occupying two of the original Auburn buildings. Although the museum is mainly for truck enthusiasts there is a selection of automotive literature, toys and merobillia displayed. The museum is open most days between 9.00-17.00 hours with a gift shop available.
ADDRESS: 808 West Washington Street, South Bend, Indiana, 46601.
TELEPHONE: (219) 235-9664.
Notes: You won’t find any automobiles at this museum depicting the development of trade, farming and transport in the area during the pioneer era. However, Studebaker enthusiasts will see an impressive exhibit on the Studebaker family, opening times Tuesday- Saturday 10.00-17.00 hours and 12.00-17.00 hours on a Sunday.
ADDRESS: 6363 Coffman Road, Indianapolis, Indiana, 46219.
TELEPHONE: (317) 290-3583.
Notes: Opening times are Monday-Friday 8.00-17.00 hours and on the occasional Saturday, it would be advisable to telephone them first for confirmation.
ADDRESS: 302 East Beardsley Street, Elkhart, Indiana, 46514.
TELEPHONE: (219) 264-0330.
Notes: This was once the home of A. R. Beardsley, the co-founder of the Miles Laboratory, there are three cars dating between 1912-1917 in the garage on display to the public.
ADDRESS: 801 Benham Avenue, Elkhart, 46516, Indiana.
TELEPHONE: 800-378-8694 / 219-293-2344 FAX NUMBER: 219-293-3466
WEB SITE: www.rv-mh-hall-of-fame.org
This is an interesting museum dedicated to Recreational Vehicles / Motor Homes, from 1913 to modern day. These vehicles come in all guises, as trailers, caravan style or as large motor homes, they are displayed with period furnishings both inside and out.
Some of the exhibits are displayed with cars, such as the early 1913 Model T Ford with trailer attached whilst many are free standing.
Of particular interest is the modest in size, 1964 Coachmen Cadet caravan, while visitors can only be impressed with the huge 1954 Spartan Imperial Mansion, the name given to a huge trailer caravan. Many of the exhibits are on loan, some for a long period of time, the museum can offer the visitor a detailed history of RVs and MHs from the World War 1 period to modern day. Apart from the museum, the Heritage Trust offers a comprehensive library and Hall of Fame.
Notes: Open 9.00-16.00 hours weekdays, the museum is only open by appointment at weekends, have a look at their interesting web site before visiting. If you have a passion for this type of recreational vehicle you will enjoy this museum.
ADDRESS: Vernon Cemetery, Vernon, Indiana.
Notes: Warren Wilbur Shaw (1903-1954) became one of the most successful competition drivers in America during the 1920s and 1930s. In 1931, August Duesenberg offered Shaw a place in one of the official Duesenberg racing cars but unfortunately the first race ended in a spectacular crash. Shaw required hospital treatment but rejoined the race as relief driver in another Duesenberg car and finished sixth.
He went on to considerable success at Indianapolis during the 1930s and after the war became president of a new corporation looking after the decaying Indianapolis track. With funds supplied by Anton Hulman Junior, they prevented the famous track from being demolished and becoming an industrial park. Wilbur Shaw was killed when a light aircraft crashed in an Indiana cornfield in unexplained circumstances in 1954.
ADDRESS: 6t h & South Streets, Lafayette, Indiana, 47901.
TELEPHONE: (317) 642-0280.
Notes: This restored gas station and small museum was originally built in the late twenties and used as a gas station until 1979. The building was extensively restored in 1985 and now contains a selection of gas station memorabilia inside. Parked in the work bays are some antique cars and usually parked outside is a 1931 Ford tow truck. The museum is situated next to the Tippecanoe County library.
ADDRESS: Riverview Cemetery, 2300 Portage Avenue, South Bend, Indiana, 46616-2097.
TELEPHONE: (219) 233-2420.
Notes: The grave of Clement Studebaker one of the brothers who formed the famous automobile company is situated in the City of South Bend, Indiana.
ADDRESS: 525 South Main Street, South Bend, Indiana, 46601.
TELEPHONE: (574) 235-9714 / (888) 391-5600.
FAX NUMBER: (574) 235-9479.
WEB SITE: www.studebakermuseum.org
In 1852, two of the five Studebaker brothers Henry and Clement opened a blacksmiths shop in South Bend with $68.00 capital and on the first day of business made 25 cents.
In 1857, the business had expanded so much they were able to accept an order for 100 wagons for the Army. Another Studebaker brother, John Mohler who had made his name producing wheel barrows during the Gold Rush in California, decided to join the company. This allowed Henry to quit the business and return to life as a farmer, by 1868 the firm had two other Studebaker brothers Peter and Jacob on board. The business was reorganised to become the Studebaker Brothers Manufacturing Company and grossed $350.000 in the same year.
Expansion continued and by the late 19th century, the brothers were experimenting with automobile production. In 1902, they produced a battery powered car and in 1904 built their first gasoline powered model, the Studebaker Garford, named after the company that built the chassis. Studebaker automobiles became one of the most respected names on the American market and by 1930 the company employed 12.000 people.
Studebaker went through difficult times after the stock market crash of October 1929 and nearly went bankrupt; however in 1933 they went into receivership. The company was saved thanks to two men, Harold Vance and Paul Hoffman, who brought Studebaker out of receivership and introduced a styling consultant named Raymond Loewy.
By 1950, Studebaker recorded its best annual sales and in 1952 their centennial year, they had cumulated over seven million vehicles sales. However the company just couldn’t compete with the two giants GM and Ford and in 1954 Packard bought over Studebaker, unfortunately this did not remedy the situation. In 1962, Studebaker introduced the classic Avanti but two years later production of cars at the South Bend plant ended.
In 1966, after 114 years Studebaker ceased production and donated its entire collection of cars to the City of South Bend.
The National Museum has been in existence since the 1980s although there has been a collection of Studebaker products on display since the turn of the 20th century. The present museum has over seventy vehicles exhibited; these include the early wagons built by the brothers dating from 1835 and a selection of their cars. Among those exhibits are a 1916 Six Fifty, 1922 Big Six Tourer, 1928 Race Car, 1931 President Coupe, 1952 Commander Starliner Hardtop, a styling prototype from 1955 and an Avanti from 1964, there is also a selection of non-Studebaker models
Notes: The museum is open all year round, Monday-Saturday 9.00-17.00 hours and Sundays 12.00-17.00 hours. There is an extensive archive on the company with records dating back to the 19th century but an appointment two weeks in advance is necessary if you want to visit. They also have a rather well stocked gift shop and one of the souvenirs available is the original bricks from the South Bend factory built in 1903 with the Studebaker logo stencilled on.
ADDRESS: Corner of Michigan Street & Jefferson Street, South Bend, Indiana.
Notes: A bronze plaque is situated on the corner of Michigan Street and Jefferson Street in South Bend to mark the spot where the Studebaker brothers opened their blacksmiths shop. A humble beginning for what became a world famous company.
ADDRESS: 32132 SR-2, New Carlisle, Indiana, 46552.
TELEPHONE: (574) 654-3155.
The Studebaker trees are reputed to be the largest man made living monument in the world, over 800 200-foot evergreen trees spell out the name Studebaker which is best viewed from the air. They are located in the park which was once the company’s proving ground, some of the original test track is now in private hands and still used today.
Notes: Aerial photographs of the monument are available from the Studebaker National Museum gift shop or through their mail order facilities.
ADDRESS: 620 West Washington Street, South Bend, Indiana, 46601.
TELEPHONE: (574) 234-9077.
This historic 40-room mansion used to be the family home for Clement Studebaker; it is now a fine dining restaurant and worthy of a visit. It is filled with fine antiques, twenty large fireplaces, an elevator and hand crafted woodwork. Visitors are free to wander around the mansion that was built in the late 19th century and used as a restaurant since 1979.
Notes: Although there is no vehicles displayed it provides an interesting attraction for any Studebaker enthusiast, if you intend to dine at the restaurant it is advisable to pre-book first and appropriate dress is required.
ADDRESS: 1150 North ‘A’ Street, Richmond, Indiana, 47374.
TELEPHONE: (317) 962-5756.
Notes: This museum highlights the history of Wayne County and along with many items of local interest it displays around 14 automobiles. A large number of them have been manufactured in the Richmond area, cars such as 1909 Richmond, 1910 Wescott, 1918 Davis and a 1920 Pilot. The museum is open from early February to mid-December, opening times are Tuesday-Friday 9.00-16.00 hours and at weekends 13.00-16.00 hours, the museum offers an interesting gift shop.
ADDITIONAL
Notes: The gravesites of Carl Fisher, Frank Wheeler and Arthur Newby, co-founders of the Indy 500 speedway can all be found at the Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis. There are commemorative banners on display at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway for a number of race drivers including Graham Hill and Jim Clark.
ADDRESS: 250 Classic Car Court South West, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 52404.
TELEPHONE: (319) 364-7000.
Notes: This is a large vintage car dealer who sells a number of classic automobiles from a modern showroom facility. There is a museum of fine American classics cars dating from 1940-1960 on display and visitors can also see memorabilia and old gas station pumps. Opening times are Monday-Friday, 8.30-18.00 hours and on a Saturday 8.00- 16.30 hours, there is a small admission charge to the museum.
ADDRESS: 709 Carroll Street, Boone, Iowa, 50036.
TELEPHONE: (515) 432-1896.
Notes: This is the birthplace of Mamie Doud Eisenhower, wife of the late General and President Dwight D. Eisenhower. There are two automobiles parked in the garage once owned by the Eisenhower family, a 1949 Chrysler Windsor and a 1962 Plymouth Valiant.
ADDRESS: 15272 North Street, Mason City, Iowa, 50401.
TELEPHONE: (515) 423-0550.
WEB SITE: www.aerosite/net/vanhorn
Of considerable interest to motoring enthusiasts would be this truck museum located in Mason City. Most of the trucks exhibited are pre-1930; some of the rare examples on display include a 1909 Gopfer, 1909 Koehler, 1910 Reliance, 1910 Wilcox, 1912 Saurer, 1912 Reo, 1915 Buick and a 1915 Douglas with Holmes wrecker attachment. Added to that there are displays of agricultural equipment, tractors and gas station memorabilia.
Notes: The museum is located two miles north of Mason City on highway 65, opening times are mid-May-mid-September, Monday-Saturday 9.00-16.00 hours, Sundays 11.00- 16.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Highway 18 West, Mason City Airport, Mason City, Iowa, 50401.
TELEPHONE: (515) 423-1258.
Notes: The Colby automobile was manufactured in Mason City between 1911-1914, this museum has the only complete Colby in the world on display. There is a small number of other vintage cars exhibited at this local pioneering museum.
ADDRESS: Knoxville Raceway / County Fairgrounds, Knoxville, Iowa, 50138.
TELEPHONE: (515) 842-6176.
Situated on the second turn of this famous race track is a three storey building housing this fine museum and twenty luxurious spectator boxes. Most of the museum space is devoted to the Hall of Fame which celebrates the Sprint Car drivers, mechanics and officials that have made this form of motorsport so successful.
The museum features 20-30 cars on display, a mixture of sprint cars, midget racers, as well as engines, trophies, helmets, uniforms and other memorabilia. The public also have access to the research archive library with a considerable collection of documents, media reports and photographs.
Notes: Opening times are Monday-Friday 10.00-18.00 hours, Saturday 10.00-17.00 and on a Sunday 12.00-17.00 hours, facilities include a large gift shop.
ADDRESS: Highway 34, Creston, Iowa.
Notes: Situated on the western part of the town on Highway 34, this visitor’s centre was the birthplace of Frank Phillips. It was originally located about a mile away and moved here, the brick ‘cottage’ type building is distinguished by two Phillips pumps and a hanging Phillips sign on the front of the building.
ADDRESS: Highway 92, Massena, Iowa.
Notes: This is an old restored Phillips station located on Highway 92 in the Northern part of the business district of Massena, in the south-western part of the state. It features an old pump and sign on the front of the building and is open on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons.
ADDRESS: Village Square, Villisca, Iowa, 50864.
TELEPHONE: (712) 826-2756.
There are many cars and trucks on display at this museum including a number of rare vehicles, namely a 1917 Allen and a 1917 Cole Cloverleaf. Cole produced cars from 1909-1925 and introduced some unusual names for their models, such as, Sportosine, Tourosine and Aero Volante. They crowned it all with a saloon named Brouette, in French that means wheel barrow!!
Notes: The museum is open June-October, Saturday 12.00-17.00 hours and on a Sunday 13.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 805 West Bremer Avenue, Waverly, Iowa, 50677.
Notes: The museum’s founder was the industrialist Vern L. Schield; there is a small collection of cars and agricultural vehicles including a rare 1956 Russian built Phobieda car on display. The museum is open Tuesday-Sunday 13.00-17.00 hours Memorial Day- Labour Day.
ADDRESS: Iowa Historical Building, 600 East Locust, Des Moines, Iowa, 50319-0290.
TELEPHONE: (515) 281-6412.
FAX NUMBER: (515) 242-6498 / (515) 282-0502.
WEB SITE: www.uiowa.edu/~shsi/index
There are a small number of fascinating vehicles on display at this State Historical building, they include an 1899 Locomobile, 1901 Knox, 1903 Cadillac, 1906 Mason, 1913 Buick, 1917 Melburn Electric, 1928 Chevrolet, 1950 De Soto and a 1963 Ford Galaxy 500.
The 1906 Mason is of particular interest, one year earlier the two Duesenberg brothers designed and built a prototype called the Marvel. The design impressed Edward Mason who formed a company in his name to produce the vehicle under the Duesenberg brother’s guidance in Des Moines, Iowa. The relationship flourished until the Mason Company was bought over in 1909 and became the Mason-Maytag Motor Company. The Duesenberg brothers stayed on until 1912 but went on to develop cars under their own name there after.
Notes: The museum is worthy of a visit but telephone them first for opening times and information.
ADDRESS: 102 West 10t h Street, Ellis, Kansas, 67637.
TELEPHONE: (785) 726-3636.
This is the boyhood home of Walter Chrysler who formed the automotive giant in the 1920s. Visitors to this house and the separate museum on the same grounds will see family memorabilia, photographs and the actual desk Chrysler used during his business career. One of the first Chrysler automobiles, a 1924 model is on display in the museum.
The town of Ellis is where his wife came from and it was also the place where they got married.
Notes: Facilities include a souvenir shop, opening times are May-September, Monday- Saturday 9.30-16.30 hours and Sunday 12.30-16.30 hours, between October-April, Monday- Saturday 9.00-15.00 hours and Sunday 12.30-16.30 hours.
ADDRESS: 200 SE 4t h Street, Abilene, Kansas, 67410.
TELEPHONE: (785) 263-4751.
Situated 22 miles east of Salina on I-70 of the ‘Sunflower State’, is this childhood home of the late President Dwight D. Eisenhower. There is a small collection of vehicles contained within the building; they consist of several military vehicles and two automobiles.
One of them is a rare Rauch & Lang electric car used by his in-laws and the other is a 1947 Cadillac used by Eisenhower in Europe whilst he was Commander of the allied forces.
Notes: The museum is open all year round except during major festive holidays, opening times are 9.00-16.45 hours.
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 264, Belleville, Kansas, 66935.
TELEPHONE: (785) 527-2310.
WEB SITE: www.highbanks-museum.org
The Belleville High Banks track is famed as the fastest _ mile dirt track in the world; it has been a magnet for the world’s top drivers. The Bellville Midget Nationals are held here every summer, the biggest and richest on the Midget calendar. Many of America’s greatest drives have used this form of racing as a stepping-stone before competing in the Winston Cup series.
The museum honours the greatest Midget drivers in racing history and also pays tribute to the track; the exhibits include a selection of race cars and memorabilia.
Notes: At the time of writing the museum was in temporary accommodation until the new building is complete, it is advisable to telephone first for information.
ADDRESS: 100 North Harrison, Lindsborg, Kansas, 67456.
TELEPHONE: (913) 227-3252.
This is a private collection of around 30 cars with the bulk of the collection devoted to REO automobiles. When Ransom Eli Olds retired form Oldsmobile, he was persuaded to form another company which he named REO. They produced many successful models between 1904-1936; there is a good selection of these models at this museum along with other makes such as Buick, Cadillac, Hupmobile and Metz.
Notes: The museum is open daily 13.00-16.00 hours and donations are greatly appreciated.
ADDRESS: 383 Mopar Drive, Hays, Kansas, 67601.
TELEPHONE: (785) 628-6477.
Notes: This is a car dealer specialising in Mopar vehicles and they have a museum displaying 50-60 vehicles. Some of the cars on display are for sale; other exhibits include an extensive license plate collection, hub caps and toys. The opening hours are 8.00- 18.00 hours Monday-Friday and 10.00-17.00 hours on a Saturday.
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 245, Highway 95, Calvert City, Kentucky, 42029.
Notes: This museum displays between 30-40 cars, the emphasis is on American models dating from the 1920s.
ADDRESS: 737 South Third Street, Louisville, Kentucky, 40202-2150.
TELEPHONE: (502) 568-2277.
Notes: There are about 60 vehicles from all eras on display at this museum, opening times are Tuesday-Friday 10.00-16.00 hours, Saturday 10.00-17.00 hours and Sunday 12.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Rineyville Sandblasting & Refinishing Company, Off Highway 1538, Between Fort Knox & Elizabethtown, Kentucky.
TELEPHONE: (270) 863-1671.
After producing over fifteen million Model T Fords, Henry Ford had the difficult decision on what to replace the world’s most successful car with. It would be a very hard act to follow but on 20th October 1927, the Model A Ford was introduced to the world. There had been a six-month interval in car production between the end of Model T and the introduction of Model A, the main production line was transferred from Highland Park to the River Rouge plant.
The new model was a good looking car, more robust than its predecessor, it featured a four cylinder engine with aluminium pistons, three speed gearbox, four wheel cable brakes, laminated safety glass for the windscreen and a thief proof Electro-lock ignition.
In the first full year of production over 800.000 were built and sent all over the world, by February 1929, the one millionth example had been produced.
In 1930, the four million figure had been reached and in one-day alone Ford workers built 9656 models, by then there was nine different versions to choose from. In the midst of the depression in 1931, Ford reached five million Model A sales, thereafter sales started to slide and another model was introduced.
The Model A Museum in Kentucky is dedicated to this Ford model, in 6000sq/ft of exhibition area, a collection of sedans, coupes, pheatons, roadsters and a breakdown truck are displayed. Some of the models are unrestored and they are displayed with an early Ford grille collection, extensive licence plate collection and a number of jacks, oil cans and bottles.
Notes: The museum is located on the grounds of the Rineyville Sandblasting Company; telephone the museum first for opening times.
ADDRESS: 350 Corvette Drive, Bowling Green, Kentucky, 42101.
TELEPHONE: (502) 781-7973.
Bowling Green is the home of the Chevrolet Corvette, Americas most successful and most famous sports car. The Corvette is a household name and its production has spanned six decades. Within 68.000sq/ft of exhibition area this museum tells the story of the Corvette from the very beginning. There is a good selection of models displayed including the one-millionth version produced at the nearby factory.
Notes: Facilities at the museum include a well-stocked gift shop, guided tours, free parking including space for RVs and the museum is available for parties, weddings and corporate functions. Opening times are April-September 8.00-18.00 hours, October-March 8.00-17.00 hours; it can be accessed from I-65 exit 28, just south of the GM assembly plant.
ADDRESS: Building 4554, Fort Knox Military Reservation, Fort Knox, Kentucky, 40121-0208.
TELEPHONE: (502) 624-6350 / (502) 624-3812.
Notes: This is a museum dedicated to the memory of General George S. Patton and to the American Cavalry and Armour divisions. There are a number of military vehicles on display including a Cadillac which he was fatally injured in December 1945. The museum is located 20 miles south of Louisiana on Highway 31 west, opening times vary so telephone them first for confirmation.
ADDRESS: 601 Spring Street, Shreveport, Louisiana, 71101.
TELEPHONE: (318) 222 0227.
FAX NUMBER: (318) 222 5042.
WEB SITE: www.softdisk.com/comp/classic/features
The building that houses this car museum and the Shreveport Fire Fighters Museum was built in the 1920s. It was originally used as a Dodge car and Graham truck dealership and the structure remains much the same today.
In the 1970s, there was a country and western dance hall in the building and on one occasion they had the privilege of Elvis Presley as a visitor. Among the artists who have performed here include Jerry Lee Lewis, Willie Nelson and Charlie Pride; the dance hall featured a revolving stage.
The car collection at the museum changes on a regular basis as some of the exhibits are on loan. Also on display are fire fighting vehicles, motor cycles and vintage costumes.
Notes: Opening times are Tuesday-Saturday 9.00-17.00 hours and Sunday 13.00- 17.00 hours; facilities include an automotive library and excellent gift shop. The museum is a non-profit organisation and is dependent on donations. Directions to the museum from highway I-20 are, exit at 19A and drive along Spring Street to the museum at the corner of Spring and Milam Street.
ADDRESS: State Route 27, Boothbay, Maine, 04537.
TELEPHONE: (207) 633-4727.
With the aid of thirty buildings contained within a small village, this museum complex recreates life in Maine 100 years ago. It features a steam train that takes visitors every 15 minutes to the nearby woods from the old station at Boothbay. There is also a collection of about 50 automobiles, many are Ford models along with a display of old engines, gas station pumps, license plates and other memorabilia.
Notes: A place to visit for the whole family, opening times are May-October, daily 9.30-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 405 Perry Road, Bangor, Maine, 04401.
TELEPHONE: (207) 990-3600.
This museum opened in 1990, the floor of the exhibition area features 35.000 cobble stones. On display is a large selection of land transport including the largest collection of snow removal equipment in America. The car collection features a good selection of American cars and an extensive range of early 20th century commercial vehicles.
Notes: Opening times are April-mid-November, 9.00-17.00 hours daily, a gift shop is available.
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 277, State Route 73, Knox City Airport, Maine, 04854.
TELEPHONE: (207) 594-4418.
FAX NUMBER: (207) 594-4410.
WEB SITE: www.ontm.org
An impressive museum with an equally impressive collection of vehicles. There are around 75 cars belonging to the museum and you can expect to see an 1886 Benz replica and a 1907 Renault Vanderbilt racer built for W. K. Vanderbilt and believed to be one of only four in existence. Other interesting models displayed include Alice Longfellow’s Rolls Royce, she was the daughter of poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, a 1914 Rolls Royce once owned by Boston suffragette Eleanora Sears and another Rolls Royce that was given
to silent film starlet Clara Bow by fiancé Rex Bell. The museum also displays a 1920 Maxwell once owned by Vincent Astor of Astor Hotel fame and the orginal Ford Mustang prototype presented to the museum by Lee Iacocca of the Ford Motor Company.
Notes: The museum is situated two miles south of Rockland on State Route 73 at Knox County Airport. Opening times are daily, April-October 10.00-17.00 hours, rest of the year Monday-Friday 10.00-17.00 hours and weekends 11.00-15.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Pretty Marsh Road, Seal Cove, Maine, 04674.
TELEPHONE: (207) 244-9242.
A large privately owned museum in the ‘Pine Tree State’, with 100 cars and 35 motor cycles exhibited. There are many rare automobiles on display including a 1914 FRP, designed by Finley Robertson Porter (hence the name FRP) it is estimated that only nine were ever built. This example in the museum is the only known survivor; they featured a 170hp engine and a distinctive Mercedes type vee-radiator.
Other makes represented in the museum include De Dion, Cadillac, Chadwick, Ford, Pierce-Arrow and Rolls Royce; most of the cars on display have been restored to a very high standard.
Notes: The museum is open daily June-September 10.00-17.00 hours; facilities include a gif shop.
ADDRESS: P.O. Box 280, School Street, Kingfield, Maine, 04947.
TELEPHONE: (207) 265-2729.
FAX NUMBER: (207) 265-4700.
The Stanley Museum honours the work of the Stanley family who were responsible for the Stanley steam powered cars and the dry plate negatives for photography, the main source of the family’s wealth. This is not an automobile museum although three Stanley vehicles are on display from 1905, 1910 and 1916. The Stanley Steamer was the creation of Francis Edgar Stanley and his twin brother Freelan Oscar Stanley. Other Stanley exhibits include many interesting automobile photographs, Stanley family airbrushed portraits, photography dry plates and hand made musical instruments.
Notes: The museum is located in Kingfield, four hours driving time from Boston and one hour from the Canadian border. Kingfield is on State Route 27 between Sugarloaf and Augusta close to U.S. Route 2.
Opening times are 13.00-16.00 hours Tuesday-Sunday, closed April and November, also open by appointment. The museum is a non-profit organisation; facilities include a gift shop and an archive facility with admission by appointment only.
ADDRESS: Route 1, 1181 Post Road, Wells, Maine, 04090.
TELEPHONE: (207) 646-9064.
An interesting museum that displays motor cycles, nickelodeons, arcade games from the 1920s and 1930s and a collection of about 80 cars. They date from 1900 to the 1960s and include a mixture of gas, steam, electric and conventional powered models.
Some of the makes represented in the museum include Baker, Chrysler, Grout, Lagonda, Pathfinder, Stanley and Stutz.
Notes: Opening times are daily, June-September 10.00-17.00 hours and weekends only 10.00-17.00 hours from Memorial Day-Columbus Day. Rides on a Model T Ford are available; allow a minimum of one hour to see the collection.
ADDRESS: Building 2601, Aberdeen Proving Ground, Aberdeen, Maryland, 21005.
TELEPHONE: (410) 278-3602.
Notes: A very large military museum displaying artefacts and equipment relating to the Army’s Ordnance Department. There is a fine collection of vehicles exhibited including General John Pershing’s 1917 Hupmobile and some interesting military vehicles.
ADDRESS: Route 50, 17208 Ocean Gateway, Ocean City, Maryland, 21842.
TELEPHONE: (410) 213-7329.
WEB SITE: www.ocean-city.com/wheelsofyesterday/
Notes: This is a relatively new museum that opened in 1997, you can expect to see an Overland that once belonged to Jack Benny, a 1904 Oldsmobile, 1922 Model T Ford, 1928 Lincoln, an American built Rolls Royce and Joe Morgan’s 1950s filling station. It is open daily June-September 9.00-21.00 hours and during the remainder of the year 9.00- 17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: 117 Cabot Street, Beverley, Massachusetts, 01915.
TELEPHONE: (508) 922-1186.
WEB SITE: www.tiac.net
Notes: The special transportation section of this museum displays many artefacts and models relating to transport through the ages in New England. Opening times are all year round, Wednesday evenings 19.00-22.00 hours and Saturday by appointment only.
ADDRESS: 25 Mill Street, Springfield, Massachusetts, 01108.
TELEPHONE: (413)-783-5624
Notes: The exhibits of this museum are either related to the automobile or transportation that was invented in Springfield Massachusetts; namely the Duryea automobile, Indian motor cycle and the Fish Carburettor, to name only a few. The museum is open Wednesday and Sundays 11.00-15.00 hours.
ADDRESS: South Carver, Massachusetts, 01520.
TELLL NUMBER: (508) 866-4536.
Notes: Aside from railway and fire fire-fighting exhibits, part of this interesting museum is dedicated to the motor car. There are about a dozen automobiles on display dating from 1905-1932, a mixture of American and European makes. Highlights of the collection are two Model T Fords converted to railway inspection vehicles.
ADDRESS: Grove & Pine Streets, Sandwich, Massachusetts, 02563.
TELEPHONE: (508) 888-3300.
This museum was founded in honour of Josiah Kirby Lilly Junior; the automobile collection is housed in a round stone barn, a reproduction of the round dairy barn built by the Shakers in Hancock, Massachusetts. The automobile collection forms only a small part of this impressive family collection of Americana. There are about 30-40 vehicles on display, on the day of my visit I had the pleasure of viewing Gary Cooper’s Duesenberg, a 1922 American built Rolls Royce, Model T Ford, 1899 Winton, 1932 Auburn Speedster, 1912 Mercer Raceabout and President William Howard Taft’s White steamer, the first offical White House automobile.
Notes: The Heritage Plantation is situated within beautiful grounds in the western part of Cape Cod. Facilities include refreshments, parking, an excellent gift shop and on request an automotive research library. Opening times are daily, mid-May-mid-October 10.00-17.00 hours.
ADDRESS: Wayside Inn Road, Sudbury, Massachusetts, 01776.
TELEPHONE: (508) 443-1776.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote his poem “Tales of a Wayside Inn” from the fireplace in this building. It was in the 1920s after the Inn had been left abandoned, when Henry Ford decided to have it restored back to a working Inn. He even had an old school house from Sterling; Massachusetts transferred to this site, as he believed it was the school house that was immortalised in the classic nursery rhyme “Mary had a little lamb”.
However, Henry Ford’s theory has been contested many times since.
Once the restoration had been completed Henry and wife Clara used to visit the Wayside Inn on regular intervals, attending dance parties.
Notes: The Wayside Inn is open daily 9.00-18.00 hours, the school house is open daily May-October, 11.30-17.00 hours, there are no automobiles displayed at this site.
ADDRESS: Larz Anderson Park, 15 Newton Street, Brookline, Massachusetts, 02445.
TELEPHONE: (617) 522-6547.
FAX NUMBER: (617) 524-0170.
WEB SITE: www.mot.org
This is claimed to be one of the first automobile museums in America and has a very unique collection of vehicles contained within. It all started when the very wealthy Larz and Isabel Anderson shared a passion for automobiles, their first one was an 1899 Winton.
For the next 30 years, they would purchase a new car but never sell or exchange their old ones; they would keep them and add them to an ever-growing collection.
In 1927, the collection was put on public display and the carriage house that housed
the collection became their auto museum. The collection of 25 cars includes some rare treasures such as 12-cylinder Packard, 1903 Gardiner-Serpollet, 1908 Bailey Electric, 1901 Winton and a 1906 Charron-Giradot et Voigt. Some of exhibits are on loan but most of the original Anderson family cars are still in an original and unrestored condition.
The museum is housed in the original 19th century Anderson home located in Larz Anderson Park with its rolling lawns, landscape ponds, magnificent views of the Boston skyline and features a large picnic area.
Notes: The museum is open all year round except major holidays between the hours of 10.00-17.00 Tuesday-Sunday. It can be accessed by car or by public transport and a gift shop is available.
ADDRESS: 34 Chestnut Street, Salem, Massachusetts, 01970.
TELEPHONE: (978) 744-0440.
FAX NUMBER: (978) 744-0456.
WEB SITE: www.salem.web.com/org/phillipshouse/
Notes: There are three cars exhibited at this Federal style mansion in Salem that once belonged to a family of wealthy sea captains. It is now decorated for public viewing with early American furniture, Chinese porcelain and other fine furnishings. The cars displayed are two Pierce-Arrows and a Model A Ford once owned by the Phillips family. There is also a collection of wagons dating from the 1840s on display.
ADDITIONAL
Notes: The Yankee Candle Auto Museum in South Deerfield has now closed due to expansion of the candle making business.
Nowhere in the world will you see such a rich selection of historic automobile attractions than in Michigan State, in particular Detroit, Flint and Lansing. Detroit is Motor City, world famous for automobiles and of course music and many of the old car factories that were built here in the early 20t h century still stand today. Some are still being used by non-auto related companies while others stand in terminal decay, once you see the importance these buildings have on automobile history you may well ask yourself why don’t the local authorities restore them and open them up as museums.
It would be an interesting proposal but Detroit has more than enough auto museums already and the same financial restrictions as any other large city in the western world.
As you travel around the city and suburbs you can’t help but notice the influence the car has made to Detroit. There are many street names and parks named after the many automobile pioneers who put this place firmly on the automotive map.
Be warned that many of the old factories are located in what can best be described as undesirable areas, so just be a little streetwise should you decide to walk around these locations at certain times of the day.
ADDRESS: 930 Harriet Street, Flint, Michigan, 48550.
Notes: Between the years 1910-1940, Albert Champion produced his world famous AC spark plugs from this old factory.
ADDRESS: 591 Beaufait, Detroit, Michigan, 48207-4303.
Notes: The Abbot-Detroit automobile was produced at this site from around 1909; they were powerful well engineered luxury cars that the company offered as a standard roadster or as a seven-seater limousine. By 1913, the company included electric lighting and electric starting as part of the standard features and the cars were sold with a guarantee for life!Aerocar / Hudson Factory.
ADDRESS: 6501 Mack Avenue, Detroit, Michigan, 48207.
This old factory was originally constructed for Aerocar in 1906, a venture that only lasted a short time before production stopped in 1907, The company went up for sale the following year and in 1909 Hudson took over the factory and enjoyed a successful period thereafter.
Notes: The building is located on the corner of Beaufait Street and Mack Avenue close to the old Ford factory listed later on in this section, access is not permitted.
ADDRESS: 27777 Franklin Road, Southfield, Oakland County, Michigan, 48034-2337.
Notes: Between 1970-1980, the headquarters of the American Motors Corporation were located at this address. AMC originated in 1954 and took a number of companies under its wing; they included Rambler, Hudson, Nash and Kaiser Jeep. By the seventies, they produced a number of cars under the AMC brand name; the most noteworthy were the Javelin, Pacer, Hornet and Matador.
ADDRESS: 21400 Oakwood Boulevard, Dearborn, Michigan, 48124.
TELEPHONE: (313) 240-4000 / (888) 29-VISIT.
This educational centre honours the people that have made outstanding contributions to the car industry over the past one hundred years. There are many entertaining demonstrations and state of the art interactive sites to enlighten the visitor in this recently completed $10 million facility.
Some of the several hundred names found in the Hall of Fame include Carl Benz, Walter Chrysler, Ralph Teetor; a blind engineer who invented cruise control, Henry Ford, Soichiro Honda founder of the Honda Motor Company and Louis Chevrolet.
Notes: The Hall of Fame is located adjacent to the Henry Ford Museum; it is open most days but telephone first for opening times.
ADDRESS: 2000 Reed Avenue, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 49001.
Notes: The Barley motor car was the creation of Alfred C. Barley and it was built at this site between 1922-1925. It was the sister car to the Roamer which was also assembled here and built by Alfred C. Barley between 1917-1929. The Barley featured both Continental and Herschell-Spillman engines; they dropped the Barley name in 1925 and called the vehicle the Roamer 6/50. The company also built a series of taxi cabs under the Pennant name from this factory too; these were based on the original Barley model.
ADDRESS: 208 Stuart Avenue, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 49007.
Notes: This is the former home of Alfred C. Barley the founder of the Barley Motor Car Company, there is no public access to the house.
ADDRESS: 427 West Hillsdale, Lansing, Michigan.
Notes: Madison F. Bates and J. P. Edmonds were partners in the unsuccessful Bates motor car produced between 1903-1905. Their rather corny slogan at the time was ‘Buy a Bates and keep your dates’, this was the house where Alfred F. Bates lived, there is no public access.
ADDRESS: 303 Walnut Street, Flint, Michigan, 48503.
TELEPHONE: (810) 760-1414.
FAX NUMBER: (810) 239-6515.
Notes: Located one block away from the Alfred P. Sloan Museum, the Buick Gallery opened in 1999 and houses a collection of around 35 Buicks with exhibits changing on a regular basis. Researchers and car restorers can make use of the extensive automobile archive with material dating back to 1904.
ADDRESS: Allendale Section, Woodmere Cemetery, 9400 West Fort Street, Detroit, Michigan, TELEPHONE: (313) 841-0188.
Notes: Born in Scotland in 1854, David Dunbar Buick and his family settled in Detroit two years later. By the end of the century, David had developed his own version of an enamel finish for baths and made a prosperous business from it. In 1901, he sold the business for $100.000 and then started designing a very advanced overhead valve car engine and produced his first motor car in 1904. His financial backers became a little impatient on the time and money it was costing to bring future models into production, so Buick approached William Crapo Durant the carriage builder for financial help.
Durant’s intervention certainly helped but by 1908 Buick’s share of the company had diminished to the point where he had became a mere employee with little say in the company’s future. It was then he left the company never to return, the Buick Automobile Company went on to become one of the most respected names in the American automobile industry.
ADDRESS: 902 East Hamilton, Flint, Michigan, 48550-0002.
Notes: This is the address for the Buick Motor Company who used this former site between 1900-1990.
ADDRESS: 450 Amsterdam, Detroit, Michigan, 48202-3497.
Notes: This building housed the very first Cadillac factory when production started in 1902; the Cadillac name was used after the Frenchman who founded Detroit in 1701. A bad fire in April 1904, caused considerable damage but surprisingly it did not upset production too much as the company transferred production to another building. In 1909, Cadillac was purchased by General Motors, production continued here until 1921.
ADDRESS: 12200 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, Michigan, 48226.
Notes: The Chalmers, Chalmers-Detroit and Thomas-Detroit cars were produced from this site between 1906-1920. Hugh Chalmers who was once the vice-president of the National Cash Register Company took over the Thomas-Detroit Company in 1908 and immediately changed the name to Chalmers-Detroit. In 1911, the name was changed again to Chalmers. In 1916 the company produced 21.000 cars, their best year ever but by 1917, sales were in decline. In the same year they were taken over by Maxwell headed by Walter Chrysler and the Chalmers name eventually disappeared in 1924.
ADDRESS: 2016 N. Pitcher Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan, 49007-1894.
TELEPHONE: (616) 343-6121.
WEB SITE: www.checkercabs.org/html/checker_headquarters
Notes: Think of American taxi cabs and you automatically think of those famous yellow cabs, most of which were manufactured by Checker in Kalamazoo. The company had been building automobiles there since the early twenties until production ceased in 1982. Although today no more Checkers are produced, the factory is still manufacturing bodies for General Motors. The old Checker showroom situated at the factory is open to the public and displays a fine selection of old Checker vehicles.
ADDRESS: West Atherton Avenue & Van Slyke Road, Flint, Michigan 48507.
Notes: During the summer of 1953, in this now disused old car factory, the first 300 Chevrolet Corvettes were produced in a makeshift assembly line. The Chevrolet name still adorns the faced, there is no access to the building for the general public but it is still worthwhile seeing if you are in the area. The old factory is housed within the large GM Truck and Bus factory complex with its offical address at 3100 Van Slyke Road close to the Chevrolet Buick Freeway.
ADDRESS: 12000 Oakland Boulevard, Highland Park, Michigan, 48203.
Notes: Also known as the old Maxwell assembly plant from 1909, this building was the headquarters for Chrysler until 1960.
ADDRESS: 1 Chrysler Drive, Auburn Hills, Michigan, 48326-2778.
TELEPHONE: 1-800 456-1924.
WEB SITE: www.daimlerchrysler.com/museum/
Son of a Kansas farmer, Walter Chrysler (1875-1940) had an interest in engineering and got himself a job in Ellis, Kansas with Union Pacific Railroad. He was originally an engine cleaner but progressed to master mechanic very quickly indeed.
In his mid-thirties, he became plant manager for American Locomotive Works, a railway engineering company who also owned a motor manufacturing subsidiary. While working there he met James Sorrow the head banker of a syndicate employed to reorganise the then ailing General Motors Company. Sorrow was impressed by Chrysler’s capabilities and asked him to join GM to provide the technical knowledge required with the company.
Chrysler accepted the offer, despite a reduction in annual wages from $12.000 to $6.000, and joined the company in 1912. Four years later, he became President and General Manager of the Buick division, his wage by then was $500.000 thanks to his record as an efficient cost cutting executive. By the end of the decade, Chrysler was regarded as one of the top twelve industrialists in America.
About this time William C. Durant took control at GM and there was a very strained relationship between the two men, Chrysler resigned from his job with GM and immediately joined Willys-Overland.
They were in a perilous financial position and Chrysler with his annual salary now $1 million earned every cent as he pulled the company back from the brink of collapse. Next he was asked to save Maxwell who had united with Chalmers and were struggling financially.
Once again, Chrysler turned losses into profit; the revived company was an ideal basis for his ultimate ambition, to form his own company.
In 1924, he built his first motor car and sold nearly 32.000 examples, the following year he bought Maxwell outright and killed off the name, he then formed the Chrysler Corporation. In 1924, his company was the 32nd largest in the American industry, two years later it was the 4th position rising to 2nd place in 1933 below Chevrolet.
In 1928, he took control of Dodge along with their debts, this gave him an equal chance to compete with Chevrolet and Ford in the market place. In 1934, Chrysler introduced the advanced looking ‘airflow’ range of cars. They were a technical success but a commercial flop but at least the technical features of the car were introduced to successive models. It was a minor hiccup in a decade that despite the depression was kind to Chrysler. Ten years after purchasing Dodge he had cleared their debts and was firmly established as a major car manufacturer, William Chrysler died in 1940 after a short retirement, Chrysler went on to establish themselves as a major force in the American auto industry,
Notes: The newly opened Chrysler Museum in Michigan displays about 70 vehicles that were produced by the company. The makes represented include Dodge, Plymouth, DeSoto, Jeep, Nash, Hudson, Rambler and Willys. The museum features dream cars, muscle cars and limited production models; it celebrates the important people who played a big role in the company. Names like Walter Chrysler, John and Horace Dodge, designer Virgil Exner, engineers Fred Zeder, Owen Skelton and Carl Breer.
The lounge area of the museum is set out as a 1930s Chrysler showroom; there is a café and research library available. Opening times are Tuesday-Saturday 10.00-18.00 hours and Sunday 12.00-18.00 hours; they are closed on major holidays.
The museum can be accessed from I-75 north or south at exit 78, follow the signs to the museum, it is situated in the grounds of the Chrysler headquarters, just north of Detroit.
ADDRESS: 5401 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan, 48202.
TELEPHONE: (313) 833-1805.
This is a very large museum that traces the history and growth of Detroit through the years, with the aid of a reconstruction of the city streets, model railways and a gallery of costumes. There is a collection of around a dozen classic cars taken from the museums extensive collection, the display changes on a regular basis.
Notes: Opening times are Wednesday-Friday 9.30-17.00 hours and at weekends 10.00- 17.00 hours, the museum is closed on major holidays. Although admission is charged, on Wednesdays it is free of charge, there is a gift shop available.
ADDRESS: 5201 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, Michigan, 48202.
TELEPHONE: (313) 833-1000.
The National Automotive History Collection is the largest public archive collection of it’s kind in North America, all housed within the Detroit Public Library. The collection is supported by the large American automobile manufacturers and contains hundreds of thousands of items. This includes over 180.000 photographs, books, magazines, workshop manuals, parts manuals, important documents covering various company histories, racing events, court cases, advertising and so much more.
Notes: Admission to the library is free but by appointment only; expect to spend considerable time there looking through the huge collection of automotive history. A reference service is available; this attraction is a must for any serious car enthusiast.
ADDRESS: 7900 Joseph Campau, Hamtramck, Michigan.
Notes: Known to the locals as the Poletown Plant this factory was used by the Dodge Motor Company until 1980.
ADDRESS: 75 East Boston Boulevard, Detroit, Michigan, 48202-1318.
Notes: This house was known to the locals as Dodge Castle and was the home of John Dodge in the early 20th century; there is no public access permitted.
ADDRESS: North Fifth Street & Burns Street, Niles, Michigan, 49120.
Notes: Although the home where the Dodge brothers no longer exists there is a small plaque to mark this historic site.
ADDRESS: Beaubien Street, Detroit, Michigan.
The two Dodge brothers moved into these premises in 1902 to run their successful machine shop. It was so successful that not only were they working long hours, but also sleeping on the premises. Two of their main customers were Oldsmobile and Ford; the arrangement with Henry Ford led to the Dodge brothers becoming stockholders of the Ford Motor Company. They moved out of this building in 1903 to bigger premises nearby and today the true birthplace of the Dodge Company is still in use.
Notes: If you want to walk through the old entrance of the building where pioneers such as the Dodge brothers, R. E. Olds and Henry Ford walked, then you can by entering Nicki’s Restaurant at street level. The old factory is reasonably close to Highway 375 and Lafayette Park.
ADDRESS: Section 10, Woodlawn Cemetery, 19975 Woodward, Detroit, Michigan, 48203.
Notes: John Francis Dodge was vice-president of the Ford Motor Company in America, he resigned in August 1913 but both him and his engineer brother Horace Elgin Dodge remained shareholders. The name Dodge would become more famous linked to the automobile company they founded, the untimely death of both brothers in 1920 was a tragic end to what became a highly successful company. Ironically they both died of pneumonia and both their gravesites are located in the same cemetery.
ADDRESS: 301-311 Water Street, Flint, Michigan.
Notes: This factory was originally used in 1886 to produce road carts, after the first year of production 4.000 vehicles had been produced by the Flint Road Cart Company.
Later they produced wagons, carriages and bicycles until 1917 when the factory and nearby buildings was converted to produce automobiles for the Dort Motor Car Company.
The Dort automobile featured four cylinder Lycoming engines of 2.7 litres and 3.1 litres displacement and a one pedal operated clutch and parking brake, they continued to build cars until 1924.
ADDRESS: 316 Water Street, Flint, Michigan, 48503.
Notes: There is a commemorative marker at this address celebrating the motor car company that J. Dallas Dort created; it is a short distance from the old factory.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/5361 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!