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AN ARMCHAIR SCHOLAR ANSWERS

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES...THE PROBLEM OF EVIL







Preface






This series of book contains results of the
extensive study I began while studying with a Jehovah's Witness in
the book, KNOWLEDGE that Leads to Everlasting Life in
2004-2005. For future reference, throughout the book, I use the
following abbreviations:






JW = Jehovah's Witness

WTS = Watchtower Bible and Tract Society

KNOWLEDGE = KNOWLEDGE that Leads to Everlasting
Life

BIBLE TEACH = WHAT DOES THE BIBLE Really
TEACH?

NWT = New World Translation with
References
WT = The Watchtower: Announcing
Jehovah's Kingdom






I refer to multiple translations of any given
verse in my Bible studies (KJV, NAS and NIV) and I have continued
this practice here by adding the NWT to the list. For primary
verses, however, I typically check all translations available to me
to give me an overall understanding of how various translators
treated the verse.






I highly recommend the following on-line
resources, which have been invaluable in my studies:






http://www.e-sword.com --Free
download of Bible software. Many translations plus original Hebrew
and Greek texts, commentaries, dictionaries, various books and
devotionals are also available as free add-ons. Great for off-line
studying.






http://www.studylight.org
--40+ Translations, many resources not available through E-sword.
Simply outstanding.






http://www.crosswalk.com --A
few resources not available in E-sword or Studylight.






http://www.biblegateway.com
--A few more resources not available in E-sword, or Studylight.






http://preceptaustin.org/summary_of_references.htm
--Links to Vine's Expository Dictionary, sermon searches, etc.






I provide my research here for all Christians
who begin a study with JWs in the KNOWLEDGE book in prayerful hope
that this material may be helpful to you.











A few preliminary guidelines and tips...

Witnessing to the Witnesses






1. PRAY! I prayed right before the JW I
studied with was due to arrive, after our study time had concluded
and every night during my regular prayer time. I prayed not only
for the Holy Spirit's guidance, but also for the JW with whom I
studied. Never, ever forget to pray! Prayer is essential!






2. Approach the witness with love. Smile.
Offer him/her a drink before each study session. Ask how he/she is.
Show an interest in the witness as a person. Also, as a matter of
respect, if you have a dog, make sure the dog is penned or its
movements suitably restricted before the JW arrives. (The JW I
studied with often recounted tales of dogs biting, jumping on or
otherwise threatening JWs.) If you have children at home, make sure
they're occupied during your study time, too, so you will be
interrupted as little as possible.






3. Make sure you understand what the JW
perspective is before pursuing the argument. Ask the JW
outright, "This is what I read. I understand it to mean xyz. Is
that correct?" Don't assume you know what the JW position is. Be
sure.






4. Present material that differs from JW
doctrine in the form of a question. It's less threatening to
the JW and does not encroach on their presumed role as teacher to
you, his or her student. It also opens up areas for discussion as
to why JWs believe as they do.






5. Know your stuff. Anticipate objections
and arguments the JW may make and have your argument, backed up by
Scripture, ready for those objections. Using written helps is
perfectly fine. The JW I studied with, for instance, knew I'd
probably have a 3-ring folder of source material for every subject
I disagreed with prepared.






6. If you don't know, admit it. Tell the
JW you'll study the subject further and please, do study it
further. Research it yourself, ask your pastor. Have an answer
ready by your next meeting, if possible, and if that simply isn't
possible, inform the witness that you are still studying and will
be prepared to discuss that subject when your research is
finished.






7. Let the JW save face when you "win" an
argument. The JW I studied with often fell back by saying "We
have to take into account what the whole Bible says, not
just these few verses." To which I invariably replied, "Yes, that's
true. But you must understand that I will not believe xyz until and
unless you give me a reason from Scripture to do so." More often
than not, the JW would come to our next meeting with more reasons
to argue. The point is we don't want to force the JW into a
defensive position. We want the focus to be on what was
said, not how he or she can shore up WTS defenses.






Please note: Even though I clearly told the JW I
studied with that I would not believe a certain point until and
unless the JW doctrine was proven from Scripture, the JW often made
remarks that presumed the position to which I'd said I disagreed.
For instance, the JW I studied with never proved to me from
Scripture that Jesus is created. Yet, this JW continued to say
things like "Just think. Jesus was with Jehovah thousands, maybe
millions of years before coming to earth." My position is Jesus is
eternal and was therefore with Yahweh eternally, not "millions" of
years, but the JW continued making comments that presupposed Jesus
as a created being. Be aware that, even when you win an argument,
more likely than not, the JW will proceed as though you hadn't. Be
alert to these remarks and gently remind the JW that you
disagree.






8. Don't be surprised if the JW postpones
issues you've prepared to argue to some undetermined future
time. The JW I studied with often told me that I'd understand
the issue better once we reached a certain chapter or section in
our study, then proceeded as though I agreed with the JW position
(see note above). More often than not, the JW returned to our next
meeting with material arguing the very issue the JW wished to
postpone. If the JW brings you extra materials, thank them and
review the material later, at your leisure. Prepare your
counter-arguments and discuss them at your next meeting.






9. Don't try to give the JW your study
materials until/unless the JW asks for them. JWs consider
anything that doesn't come from the WTS as suspect and pushing your
study materials on them might offend and encroach on their presumed
role as teacher. Certainly, you can show them your material. I
showed the JW I studied with entries from Thayers, etc, many times.
But I did not offer to let the JW take anything I'd prepared home
until the JW seemed amendable (and at that point, eager) at the
idea.






10. JWs are taught that traditional churches
are the Babylon referred to in Revelation. JWs can be
disfellowshipped (shunned) for visiting your church so unless the
JW seems ready to take that step, don't invite them. However,
there's no reason why you can't talk about your church. The JW I
studied with was well aware that I taught at my church, that my
church works in conjunction with other area churches in various
outreach programs for the needy, etc. It's a lot more difficult for
JWs to proclaim Christian churches as evil Babylon if you speak
humbly but often of your church's witness and outreach in the
community, church missions, and the love and Christian fellowship
in your congregation.






11. Be prepared for the JW to invite you to
the Kingdom Hall. Yes, it's ironic. JWs repeatedly ask us to
attend a study or worship service at the KH, but JWs can't visit
our churches without risking disciplinary action. But them's the
breaks. If you don't want to go, don't. Explain that you are quite
happy in your church home when you're invited. Use whatever reason
or excuse you like--but have that excuse prepared. Repeat as
necessary. If you decide to visit the KH, know that you'll be
warmly welcomed (within an inch of your life), but more
importantly, remember that there's a literature area at the KH--a
veritable treasure trove of WTS literature for further research
into JW doctrine. Since 1990, this material has been provided on a
donation only basis, but you shouldn't just help yourself. Donate a
reasonable amount for whatever you take. Remember at all times that
you are witnessing to the witnesses. Taking books and
materials without making the appropriate donation to cover the cost
of the materials is not a good witness.



12. Mark your primary study Bible's key JW
verses. For instance, I marked my Bible's margin of Colossians
1:15 (the JW "firstborn" verse) with a reference to Psalms 89:27,
in which King David (the youngest son) was referred to as
"firstborn" as well as Jeremiah 31:9 in which Ephraim (Joseph's
younger son) is also referred to as "firstborn." Marking your Bible
removes anxiety about remembering specific Scripture in your
arguments.






13. If the JW becomes rude, belligerent,
sarcastic or offensive, keep your cool. Remember--you are
witnessing to the Witness. Above all else, show the JW
Christian love, patience and kindness. Do not respond in kind to
abusive remarks and unchristian attitudes.






14. Don't neglect your relationship with God
and with fellow Christians while you study with the JWs.
Continue reading and studying the Bible--not in search of Scripture
to bolster positions against JW doctrine but to edify and encourage
yourself. Continue praying. If you are a church member, don't opt
against fellowshipping with other believers. Our time with God and
other believers uplifts and encourages us. Don't rob yourself!











A NOTE ABOUT MY SELF-ASSUMED TITLE, ARMCHAIR
SCHOLAR:






For those of you who are not football fans, an
armchair quarterback can loosely be defined as someone who watches
football on TV, yet without ever having at any time played the game
himself, knows exactly what the players and coaches should be
doing, usually better than the coaches and the players (all
professionals) know themselves. Yes, I know what it means. And yes,
Armchair Scholar is derived from armchair quarterback.






Why?






Because I am an armchair scholar.






I lack any and all formal training in matters of
faith, yet I present this material as scholarly treatise.






I lack formal training, very true, woefully
true.






I do not, however, lack a sense of humor,
particularly at my own expense.






Please see Works Cited for recommended print and
online resources written by formally trained scholars and
apologists.











* * * * *
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The
Problem






Page 10, paragraph 7 of BIBLE TEACH states:






"Worse yet, religious teachers sometimes lead
people to think that God is hardhearted. How so? When tragedy
strikes, they say that it is God's will. In effect, such teachers
blame God for the bad things that happen…"






The issue is also considered in the WTS book
Reasoning from the Scriptures:






"If God foreordained and foreknew Adam's sin and
all that would result from this, it would mean that by creating
Adam, God deliberately set in motion all the wickedness committed
in human history. He would be the Source of all the wars, the
crime, the immorality, the oppression, the lying, the hypocrisy,
the disease." (142)






Insight on the Scriptures, Vol. 1, also
published by the WTS, further elaborates:






"This concept would mean that, prior to creating
angels or earthling man, God exercised his powers of foreknowledge
and foresaw and foreknew all that would result from such creation,
including the rebellion of one of his spirit sons, the subsequent
rebellion of the first human pair in Eden (Ge 3:1-6; Joh 8:44), and
all the bad consequences of such rebellion down to and beyond this
present day. This would necessarily mean that all the wickedness
that history has recorded (the crime and immorality, oppression and
resultant suffering, lying and hypocrisy, false worship and
idolatry) once existed, before creation's beginning, only in the
mind of God, in the form of his foreknowledge of the future in all
of its minutest details.

...If the Creator of mankind had indeed exercised his power to
foreknow all that history has seen since man's creation, then the
full weight of all the wickedness thereafter resulting was
deliberately set in motion by God, when he spoke the words: "Let us
make man." (Ge 1:26) " (852-853)






The WT article "Did God Know Adam and Eve Would
Sin?" appearing in the January 1, 2011 edition similarly
states:






"If God truly had foreknown that this perfect
couple would sin, what would this imply? Such a notion would
attribute many negative traits to God. He would seem to be
unloving, unjust, and insincere. Some might label it cruel to
expose the first humans to something that was foreknown to end
badly. God might seem responsible for—or at least an accomplice
to—all the badness and suffering that followed throughout history."
(13)






The WTS thereby asserts/implies that:






1. The Fall and all evil resulting from it are
contrary to the will and purpose of a God who is wholly good.

2. If God foreknew the Fall and all the evil resulting from it, God
is ultimately responsible for the Fall and all evil resulting from
it.

3. Foreknowledge of the evil and wickedness resulting from the Fall
would necessarily make God's decision to go ahead with Creation
unjust/unrighteous.

4. The doctrine of "predestination" is unreasonable and
inconsistent if God foreknew/ordained the existence of evil.






Does claiming God's will effectively blame God
when bad things happen? Would a just and loving God allow bad
things to happen and by allowing them, does that make those bad
things God's fault?






In a nutshell, theodicy is the study of the
Problem of Evil. How can a holy, good and righteous God create a
world in which evil exists? John Battle elucidated the dilemma and
introduced the study of man's response to it when he wrote:






"…How could God in his goodness and power create
and uphold a world where there is sin, evil, and suffering? Does
not he then share in the responsibility and guilt? The attempt to
answer this question has been given the name theodicy, which
derives from two Greek words theos (God) and dike
(justice). The Oxford English Dictionary defines this word
as 'the vindication of the divine attributes, especially justice
and holiness, in respect to the existence of evil; a writing,
doctrine, or theory intended to 'justify the ways of God to
men.''"






According to W. Gary Crampton:






"If, according to the Bible, God, who is
omnipotent and benevolent, has eternally decreed all that ever
comes to pass, and if He sovereignly and providentially controls
all things in His created universe, how is He not the author of
evil? How can evil exist in the world? How do we justify the
actions of God in causing evil, suffering, and pain? This is the
question of 'theodicy.'"






My arguments, which address the underlying
cornerstones of the WTS objections outlined above, are many. In the
interests of clarity and any hope of addressing the matter with any
degree of organization, I'll present all issues involved in my
arguments in the numbered list (below), then proceed to address
each in further depth.






1. Is theodicy necessary (or desirable)?

2. Theodicy in the Scriptures

3. God's motive(s)

4. Who is responsible for evil and sin?

5. Does evil serve a purpose?
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Section 1: Is Theodicy Necessary
(or Desirable)?






The arguments set forth by the WTS presume
theodicy as a requirement. We must first believe it proper to judge
God's conduct before proceeding to do so, but is that correct?
Should we consider developing a personal theodicy as our moral duty
as intelligent creatures? Do we have the right--or has God given us
the right by creating us as free moral agents--to question his
actions? Are we even capable of grasping the issue?






I would say yes.






And at the same time, no.






John MacArthur stated:






"Scripture never assumes that God owes man,
even His children, an explanation for what He does or why He does
it. You need to understand that at the very beginning. As
Deuteronomy 29:29 says: 'The secret things belong to the Lord.' God
is not bound to explain to us anything about what He does or why He
does it…We might wish there was more than the third Chapter of
Genesis to tell us about evil, how evil entered the world. But
really, knowing more was not God's will. And God does not feel
pressed to justify Himself or to explain Himself to his fallen
creatures, even the noblest of them, who identify him as their God.
What we know is what God has chosen to tell us, and what He has
chosen to tell us is in the Bible. That's all we know and that's
all He wants us to know. And with that, we should be satisfied."
("The Fall of Satan," bold emphasis mine)






What of the Scripture Mr. MacArthur cites?








Deuteronomy 29:29






The secret things belong unto the LORD our
God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our
children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.
(KJV)






"The secret things belong to the LORD our
God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever,
that we may observe all the words of this law. (NASB)






The secret things belong to the LORD our God,
but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever,
that we may follow all the words of this law. (NIV)






"The things concealed belong to Jehovah our
God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons to time
indefinite, that we may carry out all the words of this law.
(NWT)






Of Deuteronomy 29:29, Adam Clarke wrote, "The
simple general meaning seems to be this: 'What God has thought
proper to reveal, he has revealed…The things which he has not
revealed concern not man but God alone, and are therefore not to be
inquired after.'"






John Gill agreed:






"There are many secret things in nature,
which cannot be found out and accounted for by men, which the Lord
only knows; and there are many things in Providence, which are
unsearchable, and past finding out by finite minds, especially the
true causes and reasons of them; and there are many things relating
to God himself, which remain secret with him; notwithstanding the
revelation he has made of himself…of his perfections, as eternity,
immensity, &c. are beyond our comprehension…the thoughts,
purposes, and decrees of God within himself, until brought into
execution…many things relating to his creatures…" (Bold emphasis
mine.)






The selfsame assertion is reflected in the New
Testament as well:






Romans 11:33






O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his
ways past finding out! (KJV)






Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and
unfathomable His ways! (NASB)






Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths
beyond tracing out! (NIV)






O the depth of God's riches and wisdom and
knowledge! How unsearchable his judgments [are] and past tracing
out his ways [are]! (NWT)






According to Albert Barnes, "The word
'unsearchable' means what cannot be investigated or fully
understood." And he wrote again, in regards to his ways past
finding out (KJV):






"Literally, which cannot be tracked or traced
out…It denotes that God's plans are deep, and beyond our
comprehension. We can see the proofs that he is everywhere; but how
it is, we cannot comprehend. We are permitted to see the vast
movements around us; but the invisible hand we cannot see, nor
trace the footsteps of that mighty God who performs his wonders on
the ocean and on the land…"






Origen's remarked on this verse as well:






"And if any curious reader were still to ask an
explanation of individual points, let him come and hear, along with
ourselves, how the Apostle Paul, seeking to penetrate by help of
the Holy Spirit, who searches even the 'deep things' of God, into
the depths of divine wisdom and knowledge, and yet, unable to reach
the end, so to speak, and to come to a thorough knowledge, exclaims
in despair and amazement, 'Oh the depth of the riches of the
knowledge and wisdom of God!'" (Roberts)






We must then be satisfied with what God has
chosen to reveal to us and leave those matters he has not chosen to
reveal or explain in the Father's capable hands.






God does allow us, under certain conditions, to
seek him in regards understanding evil in the world, however. At
least he does so in Scriptures without rebuking some inquirers (see
"Section 2: Theodicy in the Scriptures"), but I must note that
there is a vast difference between seeking God's help and
challenging him. We can try to understand, struggle with it, turn
to God for help, but when push comes to shove, we must be satisfied
with what God explicitly reveals to us in the Scriptures. If the
Father chose not to explain the matter to the degree or depth we
desire, Deuteronomy 29:29 and Romans 11:33 indicate we should not
expect to understand the whole of it. No matter how mightily we
struggle with grasping a subject, we have to set aside our
perplexity at some point and simply trust God.






Charles Hodge wrote:






"Such is the distance between God and man, such
the feebleness of our powers, and such the limited range of our
vision, it might seem reasonable to leave this question to be
answered by God himself. If a child cannot rationally sit in
judgment on the conduct of his parents, nor a peasant comprehend
the affairs of an empire, we certainly are not competent to call
God to account, or to ask of Him the reason of his ways."
(429-436.)






Daniel Howard-Snyder agreed:






"…no authoritative Christian source holds forth
that we should expect to be able to understand why God would permit
so much evil rather than a lot less. Indeed, the biblical message
is that we have no business thinking we can do anything of the
sort. This is the lesson of the Book of Job and the words of the
prophet (Isaiah 55:8-10):

'For My thoughts are not your thoughts,

Nor are your ways My ways,' says the LORD.

'For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

So are My ways higher than your ways,

And My thoughts than your thoughts.'" (16)






Isaiah 55:8, 9






For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts. (KJV)






"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor
are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. "For {as} the heavens
are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And
My thoughts than your thoughts. (NASB)






"For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD. "As the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and
my thoughts than your thoughts. (NIV)






"For the thoughts of YOU people are not my
thoughts, nor are my ways YOUR ways," is the utterance of Jehovah.
"For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so my ways are
higher than YOUR ways, and my thoughts than YOUR thoughts.
(NWT)






John Gill wrote:






"In some things there may be a likeness between
the thoughts of God and the thoughts of men…but then the thoughts
of men are finite and limited, whereas the thoughts of the Lord are
infinite and boundless; men's thoughts have a beginning, but the
Lord's have none; though not so much the nature as the quality of
them is here intended…"






We cannot expect to understand God's thoughts
and his actions, so says Isaiah.






In his essay, "God, Evil, and Suffering," Daniel
Howard-Snyder evaluated several salient points in regards to our
ability to grasp God's reasons for allowing the existence of evil.
Although this essay was written as a response to atheists' denial
of the existence of God due to the existence of evil, his logic and
reasoning is relevant to our ability to grasp theodicy. First, he
asserted that we should not expect to grasp God's reasons:






"…God has informed us that we should expect to
be unable to discern His purposes in permitting evil. (That
seems to be the main lesson of the Book of Job, and it is arguably
an implication of the doctrine of the Fall.)" (22, bold emphasis
mine.)






Next, Mr. Howard-Snyder argued:






"…it takes 'the insights attainable by finite,
fallible human beings as an adequate indication of what is
available in the way of reasons to an omniscient, omnipotent
being." (22)






In demanding that God's reasons must be apparent
to us and fully knowable, we lower God to our level. We demand that
our limited abilities to reason are an equivalent reflection of
God's. Perish the thought.






Mr. Howard-Snyder also addressed the matter of
complexity as to why we cannot be expected to understand/grasp the
Problem of Evil:






"…One thing Mozart's Violin Concerto No. 4, fine
coffee (notably, Starbuck's), and the best sorts of love have in
common when compared to Chopsticks, Folger's, and puppy love is
that each illustrates the fact that the goodness of a state of
affairs is sometimes greater, in part, because it is more complex.
Now, since immense, undeserved suffering and horrific wickedness is
so bad, it would take correspondingly greater goods to justify
God's permitting so much of it rather than a lot less. Hence, it
would not be surprising if God's reasons have to do with goods
whose complexity is beyond our grasp. It follows that it would not
be surprising if God's reasons were outside our ken." (23)






And finally, Mr. Howard-Snyder stated:






"…Crucial to our practice of trying suspected
wrongdoers in a court of law is the sensible assumption that we are
trying one of us, someone whose reasons for acting would
tend to be accessible to us, because they are the sorts of reasons
available to humans generally. Without this assumption we'd have no
grounds whatsoever for ruling out reasons we don't know of. When
God is in the dock, however, we cannot presume to know quite well
the sorts of reasons that He would be privy to. As I have
argued, we are in the dark on that score." (24)






Can we understand theodicy? No, not
completely. I daresay, after reading through a stack of articles
that is literally 2 inches thick (not counting books and other
references), not even mostly. We see through the looking glass
darkly (1 Corinthians 13:12). We should not and cannot expect to
grasp it. At best, we may come to terms with theodicy only in
part.






Should we pursue theodicy then?






I would say yes. See the examples outlined below
of theodicy in Scripture, but personally, the strengthening and
growth such study has engendered in my own faith has been a
remarkable blessing to me and my Walk with the Lord. But--and this
is the central hinge upon which whether or not theodicy should be
pursued--my study of theodicy revolved around seeking God's answers
rather than my own. Theodicy may, and perhaps should, in certain
instances be studied as a fruitful, worthwhile endeavor. But no
Christian should ever approach theodicy, or any other subject for
that matter, as a challenge to God. We should never demand answers
of our Creator like recalcitrant schoolchildren. There is a world
of difference between demanding justification from God and
earnestly seeking to understand God and his purposes in order to
build your personal relationship with him.
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Section 2: Theodicy in the
Scriptures






W. Gary Crampton wrote:






"…the Biblical writers themselves address the
issue of God and evil. The prophet Habakkuk complained, 'you [God]
are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and cannot look on
wickedness. Why do You look on those who deal treacherously, and
hold Your tongue when the wicked devours' (1:13)? And Gideon asked,
'O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this
[hardship] happened to us' (Judges 6:13)?"






Examining the proffered examples…






Habakkuk 1:13






Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil,
and canst not look on iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them
that deal treacherously, and holdest thy tongue when the wicked
devoureth the man that is more righteous than he? (KJV)






{Your} eyes are too pure to approve evil, And
You can not look on wickedness {with favor.} Why do You look with
favor On those who deal treacherously? Why are You silent when the
wicked swallow up Those more righteous than they? (NASB)






Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you
cannot tolerate wrong. Why then do you tolerate the treacherous?
Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous
than themselves? (NIV)






You are too pure in eyes to see what is bad;
and to look on trouble you are not able. Why is it that you look on
those dealing treacherously, that you keep silent when someone
wicked swallows up someone more righteous than he is? (NWT)






Keil and Delitzsch wrote of Habakkuk 1:13 that
"The persons intended are rather the godly portion of Israel, who
have to share in the expiation of the sins of the ungodly, and
suffer when they are punished (Delitzsch). This fact, that the
righteous is swallowed along with the unrighteous, appears
irreconcilable with the holiness of God, and suggests the inquiry,
how God can possibly let this be done."






Turning to Habakkuk 2, we find God's answer to
Habakkuk's complaint and despair. While not quoting the entirety of
the chapter here, God responds by assuring Habakkuk that he will
punish and destroy the Chaldeans for the evil laid upon the
Israelites, to God's glory in verse 14:






For the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the
sea. (KJV)






"For the earth will be filled With the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the
sea. (NASB)






For the earth will be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover the
sea. (NIV)






For the earth will be filled with the knowing
of the glory of Jehovah as the waters themselves cover over [the]
sea. (NWT)






God points Habakkuk to the end of evil he will
bring about and to the glory to God that will follow that
victory.






In his introductory comments of Habakkuk 2, John
Gill wrote:






"This chapter contains an answer from the Lord
to the expostulations, pleadings, and reasonings of the prophet, in
the name of the people. The preparation of the prophet to receive
this answer is described, Hab 2:1 then follows the answer itself,
in which he is bid to write and make plain the vision he had, that
it might be easily read, Hab 2:2 and a promise is made, that vision
should still be continued to the appointed time, at which time the
Messiah would come; and this the righteous man, in opposition to
the vain and proud man, is encouraged to live in the faith of, Hab
2:3 and then the destruction of the enemies of the people of God is
threatened for their pride, ambition, covetousness, oppression, and
murder, Hab 2:5 which would be unavoidable, Hab 2:13 and issue in
the spread of the knowledge of the glory of God in the world, Hab
2:14"






So
Habakkuk got an answer, perhaps not the answer he'd hoped for, but
he got one. Evil would ultimately be destroyed, evil-doers
punished, and God would be glorified throughout the earth. How does
Habakkuk respond to God? Habakkuk 3 records Habakkuk's praise of
God, particularly verse 13:






Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy
people, even for salvation with thine anointed; thou woundedst the
head out of the house of the wicked, by discovering the foundation
unto the neck. Selah. (KJV)






You went forth for the salvation of Your
people, For the salvation of Your anointed. You struck the head of
the house of the evil To lay him open from thigh to neck.
Selah. (NASB)






You came out to deliver your people, to save
your anointed one. You crushed the leader of the land of
wickedness, you stripped him from head to foot. Selah (NIV)






And you went forth for the salvation of your
people, to save your anointed one. You broke to pieces the head one
out of the house of the wicked one. There was a laying of the
foundation bare, clear up to the neck. Se´lah. (NWT)






Habakkuk rejoices in his salvation in God's
Annointed (revealed in the New Testament to be Christ Jesus).






As noted by Crampton, Gideon also despaired and
asked God why the wicked prosper while the faithful suffer.






Judges 6:13






And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the
LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us?...(KJV)






Then Gideon said to him, "O my lord, if the
LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to
us?...(NASB)






"But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD is
with us, why has all this happened to us?...(NIV)






At this Gid´e·on said to him: "Excuse me, my
lord, but if Jehovah is with us, then why has all this come upon
us, (NWT)






How did God reply? Did God tell Gideon why such
evil had befallen him? No. In the remainder of Judges 6, God
reminds Gideon that God himself was sending Gideon and he directs
Gideon to depend on God, rather than himself.






How does Gideon respond?






Gideon prepares a meal in verse 19, which
becomes an offering to God and Gideon even builds an altar
there.






Joseph is another example of theodicy in the Old
Testament. He was sold into slavery by his brothers and then he was
thrown into prison in Egypt. In Genesis 45, however, Joseph says
that God sent him before his brothers in order to save lives
(Genesis 45:5-8; see also Genesis 50:20).






Adam Clarke wrote:






"… for, says he, God did send me before you to
preserve life. On every word here a strong emphasis may be laid. It
is not you, but God; it is not you that sold me, but God who sent
me; Egypt and Canaan must both have perished, had not a merciful
provision been made; you were to come down hither, and God sent me
before you; death must have been the consequence of this famine,
had not God sent me here to preserve life." ("Genesis 45:5")






John Gill also stated:






"This he repeats to impress the minds of his
brethren with a sense of the good providence of God in bringing him
to Egypt before them, to make provision for their future welfare,
and to alleviate their grief, and prevent an excessive sorrow for
their selling him into Egypt, when by the overruling hand of God it
proved so salutary to them…" ("Genesis 45:7")






And again:






"…it was not they so much as God that sent him;
whose providence directed, disposed, and overruled all those
events, to bring Joseph to this place, and to such an high station,
to answer the purposes and designs of God in providing for and
preserving Jacob's family in a time of distress…" ("Genesis
45:8)






Gill once again:






"…their intentions were bad…but God meant it
unto good; he designed good should come by it, and he brought good
out of it: this shows that this action, which was sinful in itself,
fell under the decree of God, or was the object of it, and that
there was a concourse of providence in it; not that God was the
author of sin, which neither his decree about it, nor the concourse
of providence with the action as such supposes; he leaving the
sinner wholly to his own will in it…but in the issue, through his
infinite wisdom, causes it to work for good…"("Genesis 50:20")






The Genesis account does not record Joseph
asking God why such evil, horrible things had happened to him.
Genesis records only the conclusions Joseph drew: God had allowed
his suffering to save many, many lives.






Jeremiah also struggled with the evil in the
world, particularly the apparent prosperity of the wicked while the
faithful suffered. So much so that Jeremiah petitioned God.






Jeremiah 12:1






Righteous art thou, O LORD, when I plead with
thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth
the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that
deal very treacherously? (KJV)






Righteous are You, O LORD, that I would plead
{my} case with You; Indeed I would discuss matters of justice with
You: Why has the wa of the wicked prospered? {Why} are all those
who deal in treachery at ease? (NASB)






You are always righteous, O LORD, when I
bring a case before you. Yet I would speak with you about your
justice: Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all the
faithless live at ease? (NIV)






You are righteous, O Jehovah, when I make my
complaint to you, indeed when I speak even about matters of
judgment with you. Why is it that the way of wicked ones is what
has succeeded, that all those who are committing treachery are the
unworried ones? (NWT)






God answers Jeremiah's complaints and
despair:






Jeremiah 12:5, 17






If thou hast run with the footmen, and they
have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses? and if
in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearied thee,
then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? But if they will
not obey, I will utterly pluck up and destroy that nation, saith
the LORD. (KJV)






"If you have run with footmen and they have
tired you out, Then how can you compete with horses? If you fall
down in a land of peace, How will you do in the thicket of the
Jordan? "But if they will not listen, then I will uproot that
nation, uproot and destroy it," declares the LORD. (NASB)






"If you have raced with men on foot and they
have worn you out, how can you compete with horses? If you stumble
in safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan?
But if any nation does not listen, I will completely uproot and
destroy it," declares the LORD. (NIV)






Because with footmen you have run, and they
would tire you out, how, then, can you run a race with horses? And
in the land of peace are you confident? So how will you act among
the proud [thickets] along the Jordan? But if they will not obey, I
will also uproot that nation, uprooting and destroying [it]," is
the utterance of Jehovah. (NWT)






God began his response by pointing to his
building Jeremiah up through suffering. How can Jeremiah run
against horses if he hasn't trained to run against his fellow men?
How will he perform in much worse conditions if he hasn't trained
to perform in good conditions?






Albert Barnes stated:






"Yahweh rebukes Jeremiah's impatience, showing
him by two proverbial sayings, that there were still greater trials
of faith in store for him. Prosperous wickedness is after all a
mere ordinary trial, a mere 'running with the footmen;' he will
have to exert far greater powers of endurance…. if thou canst feel
safe only where things are tranquil, what wilt thou do in the hour
of danger?" ("Jeremiah 12:5")






Adam Clarke agreed:






"If the smallest evils to which thou art exposed
cause thee to make so many bitter complaints, how wilt thou feel
when, in the course of thy prophetic ministry, thou shalt be
exposed to much greater, from enemies much more powerful? Footmen
may here be the symbol of common evil events; horsemen, of evils
much more terrible. If thou have sunk under small difficulties,
what wilt thou do when great ones come?" ("Jeremiah 12:5")

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/55155
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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