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Maya is upstairs getting ready for the party
tonight. She’ll be shimmying into a pair of tight jeans and a
little silk top, probably the seafoam green one bordered with
oyster-colored lace.

And then she’ll slide her feet into a pair of mules
with a kitten heel, and off we’ll go.

She doesn’t know what’s really going to happen,
though.

When I met Maya, I didn’t really get the whole
“shoe” thing. I had a few pairs, sure (Okay, fifteen or so. Maybe
twenty, tops.), but other than varying heel heights and a couple of
kicky party shoes along with my running shoes, I didn’t see the
point the need for a separate closet just for things to wear on
your feet.

I soon learned that Maya never went
barefoot. Hence the need for lots of shoes. (At least she
has an excuse,
right?)

Maya, it turns out, has very sensitive feet. Whereas
I’m some kind of hippie throwback who loves to pad around barefoot,
the only time Maya is shoeless is when she’s in bed. She keeps her
slippers right by the side of the bed, so as soon as she gets up,
she can slip her feet into them and start her day. She even showers
in flip-flops.
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