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This book is dedicated to the two men who taught me the most about Horror and Sci-Fi Movies.
Forrest J. Ackerman. The man who coined the term Sci-Fi and whose Famous Monsters of Filmland magazine was the primary source of information about this film genre from the late fifties through the next twenty plus years.
Dr. Umberto Bonsignori PhD. My Film History and production professor introduced me to the classic early genre films and their creators. He taught me to appreciate the nuances of light and shadow that make the difference between a good film and a great one.
Both passed from this mortal coil on December 4, 2008. Rest in Peace.
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If you were born between January 1946 and December 1964, you are part of the Baby Boom Generation. I’m a mid- Boomer, born near the end of 1954. This book doesn’t cover movies made later than 1979; by that time the youngest of us were teens and probably more interested in High School sports, cars, and the opposite sex. The oldest of us were working on careers and families.
I saw my first genre movie when I talked my Mother into taking me to see a Saturday matinee double feature. The Deadly Mantis and The Mole People were playing at the Rivoli Theater in Rutherford, New Jersey. I can still see the huge crystal chandelier, the red velour flip down seats, (no cup holders), and dark wood balconies. The smell of popcorn topped with real butter permeated the lobby.
Eventually Saturday matinees at the Rivoli were replaced by Saturday morning in front of the TV. The studios found a new outlet for their older pictures and the young medium needed programming to fill their broadcast schedules. Serials, westerns, war, and “monster” movies were the weekend fare.
Soon after these movies began running on TV, local channels found local Horror hosts to make the movies a little less scary for us kids. In NY, John Zacherley, in full zombie makeup and costume, was our favorite. With skull props, dry ice fog, an unseen wife in a laundry basket, and some bad jokes; he entertained us between the scenes of the weekly scary movie.
About the same time; I became aware of Forrest J Ackerman’s Famous Monsters of Filmland magazine. Published from the late fifties through the seventies, the magazines with their black and white stills of classic horror movies were coveted by every kid in school. These magazines gave us stills of classic films we hadn’t seen yet and previews of features that would be coming to the Rivoli in the near future.
By the mid-Sixties cartoons had taken over Saturday mornings so our favorite horror and sci-fi films moved to Saturday night. Chiller Theater featured a six- fingered, Claymation hand rising from a fetid swamp always accompanied by spooky music and sound effects. We knew the next two hours would be filled with scary thrills.
When I took film history in college, I finally got to see the classic silent films of the twenties. The Phantom, the Hunchback, The Golem, and The Old Dark House, once only black and white stills in Famous Monsters of Filmland jumped to life and were revered as celluloid treasures.
At the end of my college days, Star Wars ignited a new interest in Sci-Fi movies that continues to wax and wane every few years right up to the present. Horrors films, (a bit gorier than my favorites), are some of the biggest money makers in Hollywood today and spawn countless sequels.
With today’s digital technology the classic Horror and Sci-Fi movies are available any time we want to watch them. I hope this book brings back memories of movies you loved when you were younger. If it sends you out to the video store or the internet in search of an old favorite you’ve got to see again; even better.
One thousand questions; the answers are in the back of each chapter. Have fun!!
Chapter 1 I Don’t Drink . . . Wine
Bela Lugosi wasn’t the first actor to portray a vampire in a movie. For that matter he wasn’t the first actor to play Dracula, but, his expressive eyes and body language mastered for the European stage made him the iconic vampire. Many other actors have played Bram Stoker’s most famous character through the years, but, Bela Lugosi is Dracula. This category covers all the blood suckers seen on the silver screen. Got those wooden stakes handy?
1. Dracula’s daughter met a western icon in a 1960’s movie. Who was the titled character?
2. Why didn’t the crucifix save the peasant girl from the vampire in The Fearless Vampire Killers (1967)?
3. What actor played Count Yorga, Vampire (1970)?
4. The first Blacksploitation horror movie was distributed in 1972. What was its title?
5. Ingrid Pitt played Countess Dracula. What real Countess was this character based on?
6. Why was Vincent Price, The Last Man on Earth (1964)?
7. While Tod Browning shot Dracula during the day, George Melford shot the Spanish language version on the same sets at night. Who played Dracula in this version?
8. What was the title of the movie in which Bela Lugosi wore the “Dracula” tux and cape, but, was not a vampire?
9. What was the name of the ship that brought Dracula to England?
10. What director starred with his soon to be wife in 1967’s The Fearless Vampire Killers?
11. How many wives did Bela Lugosi’s Dracula have in his Transylvania castle?
12. What was Blackula before he was turned into a vampire?
13. Why did Jonathan Harker travel to Dracula’s castle?
14. Who is Dracula’s first victim in England?
15. Who played Dr. Van Helsing in the 1931 Dracula?
16. Who portrayed Dracula in Hammer’s Taste the Blood of Dracula (1970)?
17. What do Dracula and the Wolfman want Dr. Edleman to do in 1945’s House of Dracula?
18. Why is The Last Man on Earth (1964) immune to the plague?
19. Who played Dracula in 1945’s House of Dracula?
20. How is the vampire, Armand Tesla, reawakened in 1944’s The Return of the Vampire?
21. What was the first Universal horror movie that a vampire turns into a bat on screen?
22. What is the vampire’s servant in 1944’s The Return of the Vampire?
23. What is unusual about Jane Adams character Nina in 1945’s House of Dracula?
24. Where is Dracula’s castle in 1969’sThe Blood of Dracula’s Castle?
25. Where does Son of Dracula (1943) take place?
26. In what three films does Bela Lugosi play a real vampire?
27. What was J. Carrol Naish and Lon Chaney Jr’s last film?
28. What is the vampire’s name in 1943’s Son of Dracula?
29. How does the vampire die in 1944’sReturn of the Vampire?
30. Who is the object of Count Yorga’s attention in The Return of Count Yorga (1971)?
31. The vampires in Thirst (1979) are descended from what infamous vampire?
32. How does Dr. Edelmann turn into an evil mad scientist in House of Dracula (1945)?
33. What off-beat director remade Nosferatu with Klaus Kinski in 1979?
34. In 1979’s Dracula, Lord Lawrence Olivier plays Van Helsing. What is his unusual fate?
35. What was the last movie that saw Christopher Lee and Peter Cushing opposite each other as Dracula and Van Helsing?
36. Who plays Dracula’s servant in 1969’s Blood of Dracula’s Castle?
37. In 1974’s Capt. Kronos – Vampire Hunter, what metal will kill a youth-draining vampire?
38. In Lemora: A Child’s Tale of the Supernatural (1975), two factions are at war in the town of Astaroth. What are they?
39. Two Hammer vampire films of 1972 used the same sets. What are their titles?
40. How was Dr. Calistratus resurrected after he was executed in Blood of the Vampire (1958)?
41. Who is missing from The Brides of Dracula (1960), Van Helsing or Dracula?
42. What monster is not present in Atom Age Vampire (1963)?
43. What was the first horror movie starring Christopher Lee as Dracula?
44. Who plays Dracula in Billy the Kid vs. Dracula?
45. What is Dracula’s unusual fate in 1966’s Dracula: Prince of Darkness?
46. How does John Stone become a vampire in 1967’s A Taste of Blood?
47. Who becomes Dracula’s unlikely henchman in 1968’s Dracula Has Risen from the Grave?
48. Who plays Dracula in 1969’s Blood of Dracula’s Castle?
49. Name two Hammer Dracula movies set in the present.
50. Peter Cushing as Van Helsing travels to China to fight vampires in what movie?
Chapter 1 ANSWERS
1. Billy the Kid
2. He was Jewish
3. Robert Quarry
4. Blackula
5. Countess Elizabeth Bathory
6. A viral plague turned everyone else into vampires
7. Carlos Villarias
8. Mark of the Vampire
9. Catherine
10. Roman Polanski
11. Three
12. A prince of an African tribe
13. To close a real estate purchase
14. Mina Harker
15. Edward Van Sloan
16. Christopher Lee
17. Cure them
18. He was bitten by an infected bat while in Panama, which built up his immunity
19. John Carradine
20. Nazi bombs unearth his coffin and the grave diggers remove the stake from his heart
21. Son of Dracula (1943)
22. A werewolf
23. She is a hunchback
24. Dracula AD 1972 and The Satanic Rites of Dracula
25. New Orleans
26. Dracula, the Return of the Vampire, and Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein
27. 1971’s Dracula vs. Frankenstein
28. Count Alucard, (Dracula spelled backwards)
29. He is dragged out into the sunshine by his dying werewolf servant
30. Mariette Hartley
31. Countess Elizabeth Bathory
32. A blood transfusion from Dracula
33. Werner Herzog
34. He is killed with a stake by Dracula
35. The Satanic Rites of Dracula (1974)
36. John Carradine
37. Blessed steel
38. Two different vampire groups
39. Vampire Circus and Twins of Evil
40. A heart transplant
41. Dracula
42. A vampire
43. Horror of Dracula
44. John Carradine
45. He is trapped under the ice covering the moat of his castle
46. He drinks two bottle of brandy sent to him by his dead uncle’s estate
47. A priest who has lost his faith
48. Alexander D’Arcy
49. Dracula AD 1972 and The Satanic Rites of Dracula
50. The Legend of the Seven Golden Vampires (1974)
Chapter 2 It’s Alive!!!
This is one of the most famous movie quotes ever made! If you have seen the1931 Frankenstein, you cannot forget Colin Clive yelling maniacally to the stormy sky as his creation stirs to life. Jack Pierce’s now iconic makeup and Boris Karloff’s masterful portrayal made this movie a classic. No other voiceless character has had the emotional impact that Karloff does when he first appears in the doorway of the darkened tower laboratory. Here are questions from movies as far away as Japan; the monster is loose; get your torch and pitchfork.
1. Boris Karloff is famous for his portrayal of the Frankenstein Monster. How many times did he wear the make up and lead-soled boots in a movie?
2. What was the last film with Frankenstein in the title that Boris Karloff acted in?
3. Frankenstein fights two monsters in Frankenstein Conquers the World (1966), what were they?
4. In 1933’s The Bride Of Frankenstein, Colin Clive is seen sitting through most of the movie. Why?
5. Bela Lugosi was offered the role of the Frankenstein Monster in 1931 but turned it down. In what film did he finally portray the Monster?
6. The 1933 Bride Of Frankenstein was nominated for an Oscar that year. Which category?
7. What title does Frankenstein’s Father hold?
8. One actor portrayed the Monster in two different Hammer horror movies, who was he?
9. Boris Karloff’s Monster killed two handicapped lab assistants played by the same actor; one in Frankenstein, the other in its sequel. Who was the actor and what were his character’s names?
10. Ian Fleming’s cousin played the Monster in Hammer’s first Frankenstein movie. Who is he?
11. In a 1966 Frankenstein’s Daughter meets an infamous Western character. Who was the titled character?
12. The Universal Frankenstein movies focused on the Monster while the Hammer movies focused on another character. Who was he?
13. In The Bride of Frankenstein (1935), Elsa Lancaster played two roles. Other than the Monster’s Bride who else did she portray?
14. Peter Cushing played Dr. Frankenstein in all but one of Hammer’s Frankenstein movies. Which one didn’t he appear in?
15. The Monster in Abbott and Costello Meets Frankenstein (1948) was a regular on a long running TV show.Who was he?
16. In which movie did Lon Chaney Jr. play the Monster?
17. What are the Monster’s last words to his Bride?
18. What part of the Monster is sent to Japan aboard a German U Boat?
19. Better known as a famous detective, what actor played Dr. Frankenstein in the Son of Frankenstein (1939)?
20. How does Dr. Frankenstein dispose of unneeded parts and unwanted persons in I Was a Teenage Frankenstein (1957)?
21. One other Universal monster film of the 40’s had Dracula, Frankenstein’s Monster, and the Wolfman in it besides Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein. What was it?
22. Donnie Dunnagan played Dr. Frankenstein’s young son Peter in the Son of Frankenstein (1939). He also supplied the voice for a well known Disney animated feature star. Who was it?
23. Dr Pretorious offers a toast to Dr. Frankenstein when they agree to create the bride for the Monster. What does he say?
24. Universal and Hammer studios made the same number of Frankenstein horror movies; (Don’t count Abbott and Costello), how many did each studio produce?
25. James Whale selected Boris Karloff to play the Monster when he saw him dressed as a tall gangster on the Universal lot. What movie was he making at the time?
26. In the Son Of Frankenstein (1939), Igor, (played by Bela Lugosi) has a crooked neck. How did he get it?
27. What character does Boris Karloff play in 1958’s Frankenstein 1970?
28. Where does Ygor find the Monster in the beginning of 1942’s The Ghost of Frankenstein?
29. In House of Dracula (1945),where is the Frankenstein Monster found?
30. Where does Dr. Frankenstein get the parts for the Monster in 1974’s Frankenstein and the Monster From Hell?
31. Who plays the hunchback assistant in 1944’s House of Frankenstein?
32. Where does Larry Talbot find the Frankenstein Monster in 1943’s Frankenstein Meets the Wolfman?
33. How did Boris Karloff achieve the sunken- in- cheek look for the Monster?
34. What happened to Lionel Atwill’s arm in Son of Frankenstein (1939)?
35. Who plays Dr. Frankenstein in1942’s The Ghost of Frankenstein?
36. What happens to the Frankenstein Monster at the end of 1945’s House of Dracula?
37. Who plays the evil Dr. Niemann inHouse of Frankenstein (1944)?
38. What kind of execution does Dr. Frankenstein avoid in the beginning of The Revenge of Frankenstein (1958)?
39. In 1964’s The Evil of Frankenstein, how did the Monster’s appearance differ from previous Hammer Films?
40. What happens to the two monsters at the end of Frankenstein Meets the Wolfman (1943)?
41. In 1957’s The Curse of Frankenstein,how is the Monster finally disposed of?
42. Why does the Monster go blind at the end of 1942’s The Ghost of Frankenstein?
43. What does Dr. Niemann find under the ruins of Castle Frankenstein in 1944’s House of Frankenstein?
44. What 1958 drive-in movie saw Frankenstein’s grandson following in his grandfather’s footsteps and stitches?
45. What was Hammer’s first color movie?
46. Who tells Dr. Ludwig Frankenstein to put a good brain into the Monster in 1944’s The Ghost of Frankenstein?
47. In 1967’s Frankenstein Created Woman, Frankenstein not only revises the dead girl, but also performs a transplant. What does he transplant into her?
48. Where does the Monster’s brain come from in 1969’s Frankenstein Must Be Destroyed?
49. Christopher Lee was selected to play the Monster because of his height. How tall is he?
50. How is the Monster dispatched at the end of The Ghost of Frankenstein (1944)?
Chapter 2 ANSWERS
1. Three
2. Frankenstein 1970
3. Baragon and a Giant Octopus
4. He broke his leg shortly before filming started
5. Frankenstein Meets the Wolfman
6. Best Sound recording
7. Baron
8. David Prowse
9. Dwight Frye, Fritz and Karl
10. Christopher Lee
11. Jesse James
12. Dr Frankenstein
13. Mary Shelly
14. The House of Frankenstein (1970)
15. Glenn Strange, Gunsmoke
16. The Ghost of Frankenstein (1944)
17. “We belong dead!”
18. The Monsters heart
19. Basil Rathbone
20. He has a handy crocodile pit
21. The House of Frankenstein (1970)
22. Bambi
23. “To a new world of Gods and Monsters!”
24. Seven
25. Scarface
26. He was hung but survived with a broken neck
27. Baron Victor von Frankenstein
28. Under the castle, half buried in the remains of the sulfur pit
29. He was frozen in ice under the castle
30. Dead insane asylum inmates
31. J Carrol Naish
32. Frozen in ice under the castle
33. Boris Karloff removed a dental plate and sucked in his cheeks
34. It was torn off by the Monster
35. Sir Cedric Hardwicke
36. Burned in a castle
37. Boris Karloff
38. The guillotine
39. He looked more like the 1931 Karloff Monster (flat head)
40. A villager blows up a dam that floods the castle and drowns them
41. He falls into a vat of acid
42. Ygor’s brain has been put into the Monster and their blood types don’t match
43. The frozen bodies of the Wolfman and the Monster
44. Frankenstein’s Daughter
45. The Curse of Frankenstein (1957)
46. His Father’s ghost
47. The soul of her dead boyfriend
48. From a scientist friend of Dr. Frankenstein
49. Six feet four inches
50. The villagers burn the castle down around him
Chapter 3 The Moon is Full and Bright
Werewolves complete the most-made monster movie triad. Before Lon Chaney Jr. became the titled Wolfman, movies about people changing into animals were made. The mythology behind the monsters changes depending on the writer. The most well known and often repeated comes from the pen of Curt Siodmak; the writer from 1940’s The Wolfman. The gypsy woman chants, “Even a man who is pure in heart and says his prayers by night; may become a wolf when the wolf bane blooms and the autumn moon is bright.” There are some hairy questions here, don’t get bitten!
1. Who played the first werewolf seen in The Werewolf of London (1935)?
2. In 1940’s The Wolfman, a gypsy woman and her son bring the curse of the werewolf to Lon Chaney Jr. What actors played these two parts?
3. Another 60’s and 80’s TV star played the starring role in I Was A Teenaged Werewolf (1957). Who was he?
4. How do the bikers become 1971’s Werewolves on Wheels?
5. In 1941’s The Wolfman, a four line poem is attributed to an old gypsy saying. In reality it was created by its screenwriter. Who was he?
6. What transforms Tony Rivers into the titled I Was a Teenage Werewolf (1957)?
7. Later known as a SciFi TV mom, who played in The She Wolf of London in 1946?
8. In Hammer’s 1961 Curse of the Werewolf, how did someone become a werewolf?
9. Claude Rains played the monster’s father in The Wolfman. What titled Universal Monsters did he play in two other films?
10. Who played the werewolf in 1944’s Cry of the Werewolf?
11. How is the Wolfman resurrected in the beginning of Frankenstein meets the Wolfman (1943)?
12. What is 1942’s Undying Monster?
13. Who played The Werewolf of Washington (1973)?
14. How does the investigator get the werewolf to transform in 1974’s The Beast Must Die!?
15. What causes the furry transformation in 1975’s Legend of the Werewolf?
16. How is the werewolf killed in 1973’s The Boy Who Cried Werewolf?
17. What was Lon Chaney Jr.’s last movie role as a werewolf?
18. What is the monster in 1968’s The Blood Beast Terror?
19. Why does Larry Talbot return to his ancestral home in 1941’s The Wolfman?
20. In what Universal movie does the Wolfman appear without hairy hands? (A makeup mistake)
21. What kind of mask did Bud Abbott have at the costume party in Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein?
22. Who designed the makeup for the first two Universal Werewolf movies?
23. How is Henry Hull killed in 1935’s Werewolf of London?
24. Who does Larry Talbot approach for a cure in 1943’s Frankenstein Meets the Wolf Man?
25. What makes the werewolf transform in 1957’s I Was a Teenage Werewolf?
26. What two Hammer movies were based on the novel, The Werewolf of Paris?
27. Who turns Philip Rogers into a werewolf in The Beast of Yellow Night (1971)?
28. What child star is one of the bikers in Werewolves on Wheels (1971)?
29. What was Larry Talbot doing in America in 1941’s The Wolf Man?
30. What flower is a temporary antidote for lycanthropy in 1935’s Werewolf of London?
Chapter 3 ANSWERS
1. Warner Oland
2. Maria Ouspenskaya and Bela Lugosi
3. Michael Landon
4. A curse by a satanic cult
5. Curt Siodmak
6. Regressive hypnosis
7. June Lockhart
8. An unwanted child born on Christmas day
9. The Invisible Man and the Phantom of the Opera
10. Nina Foch
11. Grave robbers open his coffin in the light of the full Moon
12. A werewolf
13. Dean Stockwell
14. Puts a silver bullet in the suspect’s mouth
15. Jealousy
16. Staked through the heart
17. 1964’s Face of the Screaming Werewolf used footage from the Mexican film La Casa del Terror
18. A Were-Moth!!??
19. His brother has died
20. House of Frankenstein (1944)
21. A wolf mask
22. John Pierce
23. A regular bullet
24. Baroness Elsa Frankenstein
25. When bells ring
26. The Curse of the Werewolf and Legend of the Werewolf
27. Satan
28. Billy Gray (Father Knows Best)
29. He was building telescopes
30. The Mariphasa flower
Chapter 4 Shadows and Light
Once the early filmmakers put everyday activities on celluloid, the dreamers among them looked for ways to create magical images in their cameras. Double exposures, frame by frame shooting, and cranking the film at different speeds were some of the ways these pioneers made the first cinematic special effects. When they needed stories, they turned to the fiction of the times from H. G. Wells, Jules Verne, and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. They covered space flight, aliens, sea monsters, and social commentary. Many of these classics have been lost, but enough exist for the questions here. I’ll only ask about the best known of them, but this might be the hardest section in the book.
1. What did Rotwang name his robot in Metropolis (1927)?
2. What monster was made of clay?
3. What is the destination of the spaceship at the end of Things to Come (1936)?
4. What was the title of a 1933 film showing the west coast destroyed by an earthquake and New York City submerged by the resulting tsunami?
5. A 1902 French film is considered the first Sci-Fi film. What was its title and director?
6. A 1924 film showed a woman President of the USA for the first time. What was its title?
7. What 1929 Sci-Fi film was the first to contain Technicolor and sound?
8. A Fritz Lang movie of 1929 is considered to be the first film to seriously show the basics of rocket travel. What was its title?
9. Which one of the first “talkie” Sci-Fi films included a number of song and dance sequences?
10. A famous wrestler of the times played the ape man in the 1924 version of The Lost World. Who was he?
11. In Things to Come (1936), Raymond Massey, as John Cabal, belongs to what peace seeking organization?
12. What was the 1916 sequel to 1915’s The Golem?
13. Who directed and co-wrote Metropolis (1927)?
14. What kind of dinosaur was brought back to London in the 1924 film, The Lost World?
15. Who played Professor Challenger in the 1924 silent film, The Lost World?
16. Who provided the dinosaur effects for the 1924 silent film, The Lost World?
17. The author of the book that The Lost World was based on appears in the beginning of the film. Who was he?
18. Who made the first Frankenstein film, what was the year, and who played the Monster?
19. The famous cowboy star and speaker, Will Rodgers, appeared in a silent horror movie in 1922. What was the title and who did he play?
20. In 1925, Lon Chaney played the title character in two silent films. What were their titles?
21. In 1927, Tod Browning directed Lon Chaney in London after Midnight. In 1935, he directed another horror icon in its remake. Who was the actor and what was the title?
22. How is Nosferatu (1922) destroyed?
23. The sets for 1920’s The Cabinet of Dr Caligari used what popular art style for their set designs?
24. Emil Jannings plays a rare comedic role in what 1924 movie?
25. How does Dr Ziska perish in 1925’s The Monster?
Chapter 4 ANSWERS
1. Maria
2. The Golem
3. Moon orbit
4. Deluge
5. A Trip to the Moon; Georges Melies
6. The Last Man on Earth
7. The Mysterious Island
8. Woman in the Moon
9. Just Imagine
10. Bull Montana
11, Wings Over the world
12. The Golem and the Dancing Girl
13. Fritz Lang
14. A “Brontosaurus”
15. Wallace Beery
16. Willis O’Brien
17. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
18. Thomas Edison; 1910, Charles Ogle
19. The Headless Horseman; Icabod Crane
20. Phantom of the Opera and TheMonster
21. Bela Lugosi in Mark of theVampire
22. He is lured to feed after sunrise
23. Expressionism
24. Wax Works
25. His soul is removed from his body
Chapter 5 Rockets to the Stars
The late fifties and early sixties were exciting times. Everyone was obsessed with space exploration and filmmakers were no exception. Although spaceflight movies were made way before this time, there were a large number of high quality movies made in this period. Some chose to be as scientific as possible; others were willing to overlook some of the science for a more exciting story. Either way these movies elevated the special effects of the day. This section only covers movies about humans exploring space. Movies that have us encountering alien life forms are a whole different section. Blast Off!
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/57675 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!