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CHAPTER 0: INTRODUCTION

Writing and publishing your first novel
is tough. It usually takes a long time. Years for most people. It
can be soul destroying too. You finally complete your manuscript;
you send off samples to agents and publishers, and anxiously watch
the mail for the responses. Then they come in, one at a time,
rejection after rejection.

How do I know this? I’ve been there.
Does this mean I was a bad writer? No, but I could have used some
help in those early days. Sure, I had purchased a few books on
writing and I had tried to pay attention to the advice they gave,
but there were so many of them and sometimes advice seemed to
conflict other advice. It was way too much to take in.



But I persevered with my writing and
now I have been writing for several years and I have completed
several novels and other books, and my writing has improved a
hundred-fold. My early novels could still do with some major
re-editing (which they will be finally getting this summer), but my
later works, oh wow I can spot the differences!

So, a few months ago I decided I would
go the self-publishing route to getting my books out there in the
big world. Things are changing in the book markets and so many
people now have Kindles and Nooks and iPads and other electronic
book readers. I thought to myself, why not do it myself? I know I
can write; I have that confidence. Enough complete strangers have
told me they like what I write, so why shouldn’t I join that list
of published authors? And why should I have to wait for some agent
or publisher to take a chance on an unknown author before I get
published? So I did it, and now I have the story to tell and the
method you can use to generate your own success.

This ebook is a series of essays solely
concerned with improving your writing skills and getting your first
novel successfully self-published. It is written in a way that you
can keep dipping into it, and keep coming back to parts of it, time
and time again. It is concise and to the point and it is written
from experience; thousands of hours of experience. Every essay in
this book is relevant and has a purpose. Every essay will give you
pause for thought.

Can I turn you into a bestselling
author? No – only you can do that. But I can set you on a path to
success. I can give you clear guidelines about what not to do, and
how to do things better. And I can tell you exactly how to
self-publish that novel. This ebook takes your novel from the
beginning and leads you along a path of self-discovery. When you
have finished reading you will be Writing for Success and be
someone who has a better chance than most every other wannabe
author out there of becoming the next Tom Clancy, JK Rowling,
Stephen King, or whoever else is your writing hero.

Good luck!


CHAPTER 1: Don’t Start the Story at the
Beginning

A controversial start to an article!
It’s very tempting when you begin a story or a novel to start at
the beginning. That is usually a mistake. Why? Quite simply because
beginnings of stories usually aren’t that interesting. If you want
to hook a reader from the very beginning, start with something
exciting. Maybe an argument, a murder, a conflict, a car crash or a
funeral. Anything but an introductory narrative. And that goes for
prologues too. Prologues do not belong in first novels or first
books of series.

Let’s give a small example. Following
is the way not to start the story:

It was a windy day as Steven walked
along the street towards his house. He was glad to be finished with
work and was looking forward to spending some time with his wife
this evening. They had been married nearly four years and the move
to Wendington Heights had been the right decision. His parents had
said he was too young to get married at twenty-three but his
relationship had proved them wrong. Steven leaned into the wind and
grabbed the edges of his coat as he walked. He smiled to himself.
Why hadn’t he bought that car like his wife, Susan, had suggested?
It certainly would have made the journey to work easier. Every day
there was always some reason why the buses weren’t on time. Still,
he had a good job and working at the Midland Bank meant he had good
job prospects. Besides, it allowed Susan to stay at home and
practice her artwork.

Finally Steven reached his gate and
he pushed it open. He put his key in the lock of the door and went
inside. “Susan, I’m home,” he called out. “Susan?” Steven put his
briefcase down in the hallway, took off his coat and walked into
the kitchen. “Susan?” There was no reply. Not to worry, she was
probably at the store or something. Steven cracked open a beer and
took it upstairs with him. “Damn it,” he said out loud as he
tripped over a baseball bat on the landing. “What’s that doing
here?” He pushed open his bedroom door and let his beer drop to the
floor. “Susan?” he screamed. “Susan?” Steven ran over to the
bloodied body that was lying on the bed.

What’s wrong with this? Well, first off
I will say that for the sake of conciseness I have shortened my bad
example. Books like this usually start off with at least a page of
introduction. They’re concerned with telling you everything about
the main character. How old he is, what he looks like, where he
works, why he’s doing what he does, etc. You get the picture. But
what is it all leading up to? As you can see by the very last
sentence, it’s all leading up to a murder probably. So why not
start with the murder? And when I say ‘start’ I mean in the very
first sentence. The beginning of a story needs to grip the reader
otherwise they may never get past the first page. Back-story can
always be filled in later. So how about a small rewrite like this
instead?

“Susan? No! Wake up. What happened?”
Steven rolled the bloodied body of his wife over onto her back and
looked into her lifeless face. “Susan!”

Steven fell to his knees and wept;
his hands trying to feel if she had a pulse. Her body felt cold and
inside he knew she was already dead. He allowed his head to drop
onto her stomach and he let out a smothered scream. The baseball
bat he had tripped over in the hallway should have sent warning
signals rushing through him but he hadn’t expected anything
unusual. Wendington Heights was supposed to be one of the safest
areas of Pennsylvania.

The police. He had to call the
police. Steven pushed himself to his feet and wiped his face. The
blood. He was covered with Susan’s blood. Was that okay? Would the
police think he did it? He had to call them. There were a thousand
thoughts speeding through his head at the same time. Maybe he
should wash it off. No, maybe that would look worse. What was he
going to do? Maybe he shouldn’t have picked up the baseball bat and
put it on the hallway table either. What had he been
thinking?

The police. “I have to call the
police,” he said, falling back against the bedroom wall and letting
his hands steady himself. Bloodied handprints smeared the
paintwork.

In this example there is already
conflict. Susan is dead. Steven discovered the body. But he’s
covered with blood too. What should he do? Perhaps he really did
it. I for one want to continue reading so that I can find out
what’s going to happen. Like I said, you can fill in the back-story
later. It’s not important on the first page that Steven is
twenty-seven, that he works in a bank, that he takes the bus to
work, and that his wife practices her artwork. Are these things
important? Maybe. But if they are then they can be introduced
later. The most important thing to do on page one of a book is to
hook the reader. Never start a story at the beginning. Find that
place where there is something going on and start the story
there.









CHAPTER 2: Become a Successful Writer in 2,000
Hours

I've read before that it takes about
10,000 hours of doing something before you become an expert at it.
I consider myself an expert in Project Management. I used to be an
expert in computer programming. I'm getting towards being an expert
in writing.

10,000 is a lot of hours. It's about 5
years of working an 8 hour, 5 day week with a few vacations thrown
in. Or if you write at, let's say 1,000 words an hour, it's
10,000,000 words of writing. That's a lot! Personally I think a
better target would be about 2,000,000 words because if you wrote
that many you would also have spent several times that editing and
re-editing your work. I guess I've written close to a million words
over my writing lifetime, but I'm not absolutely certain (I can
definitely account for about 800,000). Either way, it's a lot of
words.

How many words have you written during
your writing career? Maybe you're on your first book, maybe your
second. And let's say you've also written a few poems and short
stories and a couple of articles and letters. Maybe you've written
a total of 150,000 words. Still a long way to go to become an
expert! Yet many authors consider they know everything even when
they're nowhere near being an expert. I know there are still many
things I can learn.

What sort of advice do you take? What
books do you read to become a better writer? Who do you turn to, to
get feedback? If you're that 150,000 word writer you certainly need
to be taking advice from somewhere. And practicing. Practice makes
perfect, so they say. Certainly practicing will hone your skills
and help you learn the secrets to better grammar and plot
development. You need to put in as many hours as you can in order
to get better.

When I look back at my early works I
cringe occasionally at what I wrote. Not that it was bad per se,
but I know I could write it in a better way now. It's also not to
say I'm ashamed of my first books, of course not. Every writer
needs a first book and every successful author has one. Stephen
King for example wrote about 10 full-length novels before his first
one was successful. Then later he went back and re-edited some of
his earlier works. It's a normal process.

As way of an example, what do you do
for a day job? How long have you been doing it? What were you like
at the beginning? Writing is just like that. It's not enough to
have a good story and to know a little about writing, you need to
put in your time to become an expert.

Successful writers have been writing a
very long time. They didn't just wake up one day and write a book,
having never written anything before, and then become successful.
They put years into their writing, writing short stories, poems,
and unfinished novels. They probably started writing when they were
a child. I know I did, and I have all these other things
too!

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/60306
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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