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Aloha, e komo
mai! Welcome!

 


So you’re planning a visit to the land of the
most active volcano on planet Earth and the most sacred site in
Hawaii!

You will be one of more than 2.5 million
people from all over the globe who visits the Big Island each year
to witness Earth-in-the-making, an experience that you will never
forget!

Molten and congealed lava flows, huge,
moonlike, steaming calderas, prehistoric lava tube caves, toxic
steam clouds lifting hundreds of feet into the blue tropical skies,
and lava tree molds are set within the pristine, emerald jewel of a
rainforest, where rare songbirds and exotic plants that occur no
where else on the planet thrive in a virtual Garden of Eden.

Sound exciting?

It is!

Designated an International Biosphere Reserve
and a World Heritage Site, the Park, as we locals call it, is also
considered by scientists to be the most ideal living laboratory in
the world for the study of ecology and geology.

Why?

Because the Hawaiian Islands are the most
geographically isolated islands on earth, and yet this ecological
and geographical wonderland is so accessible.

I explore almost daily the many wonders of
the Park, on my own as a naturalist and photographer, and as a
professional tour guide. I never tire of the incredible beauty of
the delicate rainforest and the awesome power of the Volcano. I
love Kilauea, and I truly enjoy sharing this precious natural
treasure with others.

This guide will take you to my favorite
places, tell you where to go, what to look for, and what to take
for comfort and safety. You can choose from scenic car stops that
overlook steaming calderas or black, frozen lava flows as far as
the eye can see, and satisfy your desire for a few moments of
eye-candy and photograph-taking, to isolated, rugged camping trails
that test your psychological and physical endurance.

Want to sit hidden away beneath the world’s
tallest ferns in a natural grotto, listen to the exotic songs of
forest birds, and meditate? Or perhaps you feel like exploring
among the crystal and rainbow titanium lava shards on the
still-steaming floor of a caldera, while rare Hawaiian hawks soar
high above your head?

Maybe you’d like to spend a day wandering and
wondering among the more than 20,000 mysterious, ancient
petroglyphs carved in an ancient lava flow, each with an unknown
story to tell?
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