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Bonus Story: If the Shoe Fits
“This meeting will now come to order.”
Robert’s Rules of Orders always ran the meetings. That was its job. It could get pretty officious, but most of the other books didn’t mind too much.
Pages rustled and whispered as the paperbacks gathered in the little sunken amphitheatre in the children’s area of the store. The hardcovers bumped and thumped their way along, slow and steady, spines creaking. The trade paperbacks—redheaded stepchildren that they were—settled in their own area.
“We’re here to discuss the same issue as last time, and hopefully move closer to a solution,” Robert’s Rules said. “Today we have a guest speaker, Publisher’s Weekly, to update us on the crisis.”
“Thank you. Latest statistics show e-book sales tripling each month,” the magazine said. “And at Amazon dot com, e-book sales have finally surpassed print sales.”
The resulting uproar had Robert’s Rules shouting for order again.
“It’s a bleeping nightmare,” said the latest Nora Robert’s novel (nobody could keep track which one—there seemed to be a new one at every meeting) in its gravelly, smoker’s voice.
“Pages will be come irrelevant, just like tracks on records did.”
“And sides,” Rolling Stone’s Guide to Music said mournfully. “Remember when you had to flip an LP or cassette over? Sides meant something then. Now it’s just mp3 this, mp3 that, blah blah blah. There’s no structure anymore.”
“We’re all going to be relegated to the Great Remaindered Warehouse in the Sky!” every Shakespearean tragedy wailed like a Greek chorus.
“Oh, please,” a pretentious literary novel said. “You’re overreacting. It’s all just a metaphor for the human condition.”
“As in, print books being replaced by e-books means that humans are going to be replaced by robots?” asked the Asimov novel.
The pretentious literary novel sniffed and edged away from the Asimov, as if by removing itself from the genre book’s presence it would maintain its aloof superiority.
The genre novels quietly snickered over their own better sales and popularity. The romance novels were especially smug.
Publisher’s Weekly went on. “Sales of the Kindle are estimated to have been eight million units last year.”
A Dr. Seuss book piped up, “I do not want to be in a Kindle. I do not want to…” It trailed off.
“What’s wrong?” Chicken Soup for the Soul asked in a soothing tone.
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