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Introduction
I know it is hard to believe, but Telepaths Don’t Need Safewords is now 18 years old. Yes, that’s right, people who were born when the story was are now old enough to read it. Scary.
The story had its initial release into the wild in 1991, onto an Internet newsgroup called alt.sex.bondage. The reaction to the story, which was posted in four separate parts, because in those days of the early text-based Internet a thousand words was considered a long post, was overwhelmingly positive. I decided perhaps a printed version was in order.
But once I had decided on a printed version, I decided to go all the way with it, and start a whole publishing house. I went out and got a PO Box, an ISBN prefix, and a Very Big Stapler.
Yes, I hand-stapled those first 100 printed copies of Telepaths, on the floor of my Boston apartment. Why the floor? Because the apartment was too small to have a table, and my desk was taken up with my computer.
The rest, as they say, is history. I sold out of copies at the first convention I brought them to, Lunacon in Rye, New York, in March 1992. The second printing was done at a commercial printer, 500 copies. Then a thousand. Then two thousand.
In the meantime, Circlet Press had begun to take off, too. What was then a ground-breaking idea, to combine the erotic with sf/fantasy, excited many readers and writers besides me, and the press grew to a peak of at one point doing 10-12 trade paperbacks per year.
Then came the “returns crisis,” the bankruptcy of our distributor, 4500 independent bookstores went out of business over a span of just a few years, leaving us with only 500, then our next distributor went belly up, and so on. Circlet’s output trickled to near zero. We had to beg for donations to print Best Fantastic Erotica in 2006.
But a funny thing happened. Although the book retail and book printing world has gone through massive upheaval and decline over the past 18 years, writers and readers didn’t change all that much, and the changes that did come were for the better. Readers opened their minds to more combinations of the erotic with the fantastic. The genre of paranormal romance was born and has become the dominant category in romance right now, spilling over into other genres like young adult (Twilight) and traditional fantasy and science fiction (The Last Hawk, Sebastian, and many more). But with the bookstores dwindling and the big chain bookstores clueless about what readers actually want, the readers turned to the place they originally found stories like “Telepaths Don’t Need Safewords.” The Internet.
So here we are come full circle, as this ebook edition of Telepaths Don’t Need Safewords is now on your screen.
I have refrained from changing the story from its original form. In 18 years, my writing style has matured and refined, but too many people have told me over the years that this is the story that changed their life, changed the way they thought about BDSM, changed the way they thought about love, for me to muck around with it now. I didn’t know when I wrote it that I was bucking the conventions of erotica writing, that writing an “established relationship” instead of an “encounter story” was radical and different, nor that writing a story that limned the difference between “scene-aware” consent and nonconsent had rarely been done. I just wrote what I would have enjoyed reading myself, the fantasies that I had which included not just whips and chains, but concepts like “true love.” In fact, all three stories in the original chapbook involve that theme. (Perhaps it shouldn’t be a surprise that the winding path of my writing career has recently led me to writing romance novels.)
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/6357 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!