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Author’s Introduction to the Smashwords
E-Book Edition

 


Greetings, readers!

 


In May 2005, I self
published a limited edition chapbook entitled The Darkness and the Light and Other Poems—in essence, the same book before you now. This electronic
edition contains the same 25 poems found in that print edition,
albeit formatted slightly differently due to the current
limitations presented by electronic publishing.

I had high hopes for the 100 copies of the
printed chapbook, but sales were meager. I ended up giving away
numerous copies to friends or as promotional material, and I never
turned a profit. This is unfortunate, since my plans were to donate
half of the net profits to local charities. As I write this, it is
February 2009; I still have some copies of the chapbook available
and would love to share them with the world, so if you enjoyed this
electronic version and would like to have your very own printed
staplebound copy, complete with original formatting, then please
feel free to contact me at the email provided on my Smashwords
profile page, and we’ll work out a deal.

Even if you don’t want a hard copy, I hope
you enjoyed this e-book and will continue to read more of my work
in the future.

 


Sincerely,

Travis King

 


Now...on to the poetry!

 


(For those reading on an iPhone or similar
small handheld device, it is recommended that you do so in
landscape format, as some of these poems contain relatively long
lines of verse.)

 


~ ~ ~

 


 


Welcome to My
World

 


Welcome to my world,

Where everything is as it seems;

Your paradigm has shifted here.

Things are done my way;

My perception is Reality,

And you see things as I do.

 


Demons, devils, angels, and gods

Lurk behind you and in every shadow.

Here, they are not fleeting dreams.

 


There, beside you, is a door.

Open it—it’s something more.

If you see a paradise, then that is what it
is,

But if you see a hell, then be afraid,

For there is no chance of hallucination
here

In my world of many facets.

 


Navigate your way through my unsurprising
surprises,

Reach my hyperplane and read my
thoughts,

And you will see the world as it truly
exists.

 


 


 


Lines Composed on a Summer
Day

 


Go down to the graveyard; see the convicts
in their chains,

Preparing the beds for the drearily
departed,

The clipped-winged angels, whose first
flights ended

Not with a whimper, but
with a thud,

The tailless mermaids, destined to float
aimlessly

Upon a blackened sea, and the rest
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