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100% Catholic — 0% Roman Catholic The OLD CATHOLIC CHURCH has been around for hundreds of years, but few people today know about it. Larger groups that use the word “Catholic” rarely like to admit its existence, but it does exist. It is completely Catholic, but without the pope, the Inquisition and all the guilt.
Archbishop Wynn Wagner introduces you to the beliefs of this small group of Catholics with their modern philosophy that is wrapped inside a very traditional liturgy. Expect to be amazed at the spiritual tools that are available to you today. When someone says you can’t marry because you are gay, or that you can’t be a Catholic priest because you are married or a female: read this book and find your answer: Yes, you can.
“Some books that introduce a religion are dry and boring. If that is what you want, don't look in these pages. Archbishop Wynn Wagner brings the Old Catholic Church to life. This is a "Pilgrim's Guide," and the archbishop is the first to let you know that he is just another pilgrim. When he doesn't know the answer, he tells you. He tells you in ways that may leave you chuckling. When he talks about the majesty of our Old Catholic Church, he speaks with the authority of someone who walks-the-walk. The "Pilgrim's Guide" is more than a simple introduction, it is a tour of what can be your spiritual life with a tour guide who lives the subject matter on a daily basis.”
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The words printed here are concepts. You must go through the experiences.
Saint Augustine of Hippo (354-430)
Before I started writing this book, I discussed it with several friends. One of those discussions went like this:
Me I’m writing a catechism of the Old Catholic Church.
Him Didn’t you already write a catechism?
Me Yeah, but that was on the Liberal Catholic Church.
Him You were a priest there, right?
Me Uh-huh.
Him And now, you’re a priest in the Old Catholic Church?
Me An archbishop, actually.
Him An archbishop?
Me Un-huh. Weird, isn’t it?
Him And you actually joined a church that would admit you as an archbishop?
Me They don’t know me like you do.
Him But your readers may know you wrote a book about the “competition.”
Me Yup.
Him I can’t wait to see how you dig your way out of this one.
Me That makes two of us.
Just so you know, the Liberal Catholic Church (my older home) was a split from the Old Catholic Church. I didn’t make a huge change: just a short swim upstream.
To make things more dicey for you, I am not claiming to be an absolute authority on the Old Catholic Church.
Don’t get me wrong, one doesn’t become an archbishop in a serious-minded national church like the North American Old Catholic Church without a certain degree of wattage. But….
Remember how John Travolta made his entrance in the movie Michael? He was playing the part of the Archangel Michael. The first time we see him, he is walking down the stairs chain smoking cigarettes. When somebody mentions that he does look or act like the typical archangel, Travolta’s character says, “Oh, I’m not that kind of angel.”
I try my level best. But whatever you are expecting from somebody with the title of archbishop: I’m not that kind of archbishop. I neither smoke nor drink, but I am more comfortable in cut-offs than in the fancy dress required of my job.
This book covers my own personal journey as much as it covers anything else. It points out some pitfalls along the way… pitfalls that I have never actually encountered by doing something stupid, of course, but I have read about these pitfalls and feel it is my duty to pass them along so you don’t have to do stupid spiritual tricks, even if they are amusing to all your spouse and friends.
If everybody’s really clear on that point, let’s get started. This is one heck of a trip!
The “Elevator Version” of anything is a summary that you can get through in just the few seconds you spend in an elevator. Because we have the word “Catholic” in our name, most people want to know how we are different from the Roman Catholic Church. So here is the “Elevator Version” of that:
Traditional Liturgy
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Remarriage after divorce
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Pro-life and pro-choice
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Married priests
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Female priests
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Openly gay priests
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Closeted gay priests
Old Catholic: NO
Roman Catholic: YES
Same-gender weddings or unions
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Trained/licensed priests
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Criminal background check on all clergy
Old Catholic: YES
Roman Catholic: NO
Ton or rules for believers
Old Catholic: NO
Roman Catholic: YES
That’s the elevator version. If you read the footnotes, pretend you are in a really tall building with a really slow elevator.
We are not to throw away those things that can benefit our neighbor. Goods are called good because they can be used for good: they are instruments for good, in the hands of those who use them properly.
Clement of Alexandria (150-215)
Unlike other modern branches of Christianity, the Old Catholic Church isn’t a “melting pot” with every ladle from the pot looks like every other ladle. The Old Catholic Church is more like a tossed salad, where every bit is going to be identifiable as a distinct item.
Every country has its own distinct Old Catholic Church. Germany has its Alt-Katholiken in Deutschland. In the Czech Republic, it is the Starokatolická církev v Ceské republice. The United States has the North American Old Catholic Church.
No member of the Dutch church can impose any dogma on anyone outside Holland. Swiss bishops have no standing in the operation of the Austrian church. Each of the national churches has its own teachings, practices and traditions.
What’s more, each bishop in each national church has more “freedom” than a bishop in another denomination. An Old Catholic Bishop can authorize a liturgy or patron saint that applies only in the bishop’s jurisdiction.
On top of that, each lay member’s beliefs are sovereign. There is no church authority that can order any individual to believe or act a certain way.
It sounds like chaos, but it works nicely. Here is something I hear from time to time: “if this church was able to make room for somebody like me, then I am responsible for making room for somebody like you.”
In fact, it is the way the Christian church started. Bishops were responsible for a jurisdiction, but each individual was responsible for himself or herself and for helping the next guy.
The arrangement is weird enough that we have to call it a mystery. A mystery is something we can partly understand, but nobody can grasp the entire meaning completely.
Somehow the church as a whole is the Mystical Body of Christ, and each national church stands as an incarnation of that Mystical Body, and every individual personifies (brings to life) the Mystical Body. The Church is Christ-ness, and you are what makes this Christ touchable. If a hungry person reaches out, you are there to be touched. If a prisoner cries for God, your ears are what hear the cry. If a sick person seeks help, you are the one who is there with comfort.
Taken as a whole, this isn’t like Christ. It is Christ, and you are as integral a part as anybody. What are you supposed to be doing? I have no idea: I barely know what I’m supposed to be doing, for crying out loud. I do know that God needs you. God needs all of us.
And I know one other thing: what you’re supposed to do is something you can do. Nobody is given a load that can’t be carried, and nobody is given a load that is useless or helpless. When Mother Theresa of Calcutta was working with the old and the sick, somebody snarled “You can’t help these people: you’re old and sick yourself.” Mother Theresa of Calcutta responded “I wasn’t called to be successful. I was called to be faithful.”
And so it goes.
This “What We Believe” section was written by Bishop Elijah (Jim Rankin), the Old Catholic bishop of San Francisco, California. The bishop died in 2005. The text of this chapter is from his book A Divine and Healing Path (Rankin 2009).
It covers the CREED, which comes to us from the Latin word that means “I believe.” (Credo) A denomination’s creed is a brief summary of what it teaches. In this case, the creed is the Nicene–Constantinopolitan Creed, first written at the church council in Nicaea (now called Iznik, Turkey) in the year 325 and tweaked a bit at a church council in Constantinople (now called Istanbul, Turkey) in the year 381.
It differs from what some modern denominations call the Nicene Creed. The Roman sect, for example, made some unilateral changes to the creed, and they were changes serious enough to split the Christian church in two. Rome’s changes are directly linked to the formation of both the Italian church (called the Roman Catholic Church) and the rest of Christianity (collectively called the Orthodox churches).
The Old Catholic Church dates to a time before this split. In Bishop Elijah’s text, you will see words — such as Theotokos — which we think of as Orthodox words. The bishop is using terms from the point of view of an undivided church. Don’t worry, all those Greek-based words will have footnotes.
Now, the late Bishop Elijah to summarize what we believe…
From A Divine and Healing Path, by Bishop Elijah (Jim Rankin)
If kerygma [Kerygma (Greek: kérugma, pronounced “KAY-roog-ma”) is the Greek word used in the New Testament for preaching (see Luke 4:18-19, Romans 10:14, Matthew 3:1). It is related to the Greek verb kerússo, to cry or proclaim as a herald, and means proclamation, announcement, or preaching. The New Testament teaches that as Jesus launched his public ministry he entered the synagogue and read from the scroll of Isaiah the prophet. He identified himself as the one Isaiah predicted in Isa 61. The text is a programmatic statement of Jesus’ ministry to preach or proclaim (Kerygma), good news to the poor and the blind and the captive. (Wikipedia)] tells us we walk a path, the catechesis of the Symbol of Nicaea and Constantinople tells us with whom we walk it. The apostolic faith came to the Church as an internal mystery, Tradition, which was not held fitting for the unbaptized — or even for the learners (catechumens) who were preparing for baptism. “Holy things are for the holy.” The Symbol, which the Western Catholic refers to as the “Creed,” was deemed worthy to be given out to the learner, while such internal prayers as the “Our Father” and the eucharistic mysteries were for the initiated Christian only.
The Symbol, which like an icon participates in the reality it expresses, is both kerygma and catechesis. To the initiate, it expresses the depths of the mystery of the Christian path, or way of life. For the catechumen, it is both an introduction to the concept of a path or way of life, and a formal introduction to the central mysteries of the Catholic faith.
The Symbol of Faith, first introduced at the Council of Nicaea (325 AD), and completed in its present form at the Council of Constantinople (381 AD), is a capsule presentation of the Catholic faith. Its authority is complete, for it is received by all the Catholic Church, and the councils which enacted it are recognized as ecumenical by all Catholics, of whatever tradition.
Symbolon refers in Greek to being “thrown together,” implying a kernel statement of faith, an icon which while it expresses the fullness but not the entirety of Tradition, participates in the very faith it expresses. The Western “Creed,” referring to the Latin of its initial word, “Credo,” focuses on the statement of belief itself. The Symbol is reverenced so highly that it precedes the Eucharist in almost every Liturgy, and it is said that according to one custom, not even the priest celebrating the Eucharist was allowed to receive Communion without first reciting the Symbol.
However important as an expression of the true and Catholic faith, it would be a serious mistake to see in the Symbol a set of propositions to which one must give moral and verbal assent, to be considered an orthodox Catholic. Rather, it tells us with whom we walk, and the eschatological hope in which we walk. And the “whom” and the hope are one.
The Nicene Creed, or Symbol of Faith, is the great statement of the early Church of its journey in this world, and of its understanding of that daily journey as a body walking with that Someone who both accompanies us, and awaits us at journey’s end as our salvation and our hope. We have already begun to live in both worlds, says the Church — in this world, and in the world to come. Herein lies the mystery of the Incarnation (“and the Word became flesh”), our firm belief in the redemption of the Cosmos entire, and our own eternal destiny (“the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come”), in which hope, as of an accomplished redemption, we already live.
...and calling to mind all that has been accomplished for us: the Cross, the Grave, the Resurrection, the Ascension, the Seating at the Right Hand, and the Second and Glorious Advent, which is to come.
Anamnesis, from the Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
The Way of a Christian is witnessed in the apostolic proclamation of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ (kerygma), carried forth in the Church by the leading of the Holy Spirit (Tradition), and is encapsulated for the learner (catechumen) as well as the Church as a whole in the Symbolon enacted at Nicaea (325 AD), and completed at Constantinople (381 AD).
Nicaea and Constantinople address the “Who” and the “why” of the Christian way; or better, tells us with Whom we walk, and with what expectation.
...for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed unto Him against that Day.
2 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV)
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Only–begotten, Begotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, Begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by whom all things were made:
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man;
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried;
And the third day, He rose again, according to the Scriptures;
And ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory to judge the quick and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, and Giver of Life, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the Prophets;
And We believe in One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins.
We look for the Resurrection of the dead,
And the Life of the world to come.
Amen.
In modern times, the “We” of the ecumenical council of Nicaea has become an “I” — where the Council said: “We believe...” moderns tend to say: “I believe...” Yet, unless the “We” of the Council becomes in fact an “I” — unless each one of us internalizes the faith of the Council, to live it out in its full mystery of unity and diversity, individual and communal, the faith is a lifeless thing. Each of us must take up the mystery, and seek to plumb its depths, treasure it, and guard it.
God is One, because the Father is One. Christ, the Logos, is begotten of the Father eternally, before all creation, by some method we do not know, and is begotten in this world as human, as the Scriptures tell. The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father, by a process we do not know, but which is distinguished from begetting.
Yet, God is One. The Father is the arche, or fundamental principle of godhood, and while the Son and the Spirit arise from this origin, they arise eternally, and are co-extensive in time with the Father. In the Father lies the Oneness of God, who otherwise comes to us as Persons, as a Trinity. [The Christian Trinity is (1)the Father, (2)the Son/Jesus and (3)the Holy Spirit/Sophia.] In God there is unity, and diversity.
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