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"You will have to trust me. I can leave you here, but doing so you may be hit by the moving machines once again. Your life will end - or you can trust me. Allow me to pick you up carefully and I will put you off this path. I cannot care for you, but I can move you to safety, where you may have a chance to recover."
The lizard looked at me.
"Then do it."
I was traveling on the dirt back roads of Entre Rios, a province of Argentina. The land is flat and fertile and it was summer. My wife, Nadine, and I had come down from the states to visit her large family. Although it was December, the southern hemisphere’s seasons are opposite the states – summer in the states is winter in Argentina and vice versa.
We had decided to take a trip to a very unique ecological area where tens of thousands of palm trees exist naturally. No one knows how or why these trees are there; the soil that is there happens to be a very fertile kind of sand, mixed with underwater aquifers found throughout the area.
The back roads are not paved roads as one would expect to find in the states. Heavy gravel is laid down and graded so that it is smooth, but bumpy. Driving too fast creates tremendous dust for any cars that should be unfortunately behind you, and high speeds can throw up rocks, which can crack a windshield!
I looked over the landscape and saw many birds and some large rat-like animals, called “copyu” near small drainage canals on the side of the road. I wondered if there were any types of reptiles living in the area, as I had not seen anything but huge toads, which were the size of softball gloves!
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