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Now you’ve no excuse not to be funny… Well, maybe less of an excuse…
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What’s it all about?
I always wanted to write comedy. Whether it was defacing newspapers, rewriting corporate briefings or that fateful moment when a senior manager said to me, “You should write comedy – in your own time,” there has been a definite trail of breadcrumbs.
I’m one of the many folk who write for Brighton’s Treason Show and London’s NewsRevue, supplying gags, sketches, parody songs and monologues. A smidgen of my material has also accompanied both shows to Edinburgh. Elsewhere, I’ve written a little content for BBC Radio Scotland and Channel 4 Radio. And for a few live shows, here and there.
Along with David French – who was kind enough to edit this ebook (so any errors remaining are entirely mine) – I co-write satirical magazine As Above So Below. We also produced its lovechild The Little Book of Cynics.
After being asked for about the sixth time to write material for free (for a non-profit show in London), I had an epiphany. Why not make a body of material available at a reasonable price? This is the moment where I say “Ta da!”
So, this book is designed to be a script resource – something to assist adults who want to have a go at performing comedy sketches for a non-profit event, but who lack the material.
The sketches are pared down so you can augment them as you see fit. They are suitable for an adult audience, many containing themes of sex, drugs, modern society and all that jazz. Apart from jazz music, which is beyond reproach.
Special thanks to David French for his keen eye and his magic pen.
And to Mark Brailsford, who gave us a start.
Cast of two.
First: So, how’s the new job going then?
Second: Not so good – the old trouble has flared up.
First: Work rage?
Second: ‘fraid so. Just like when I was at The Samaritans, only worse.
First: Screaming? Swearing? Threatening behaviour?
Second: Yeah, violence too – I just couldn’t help myself. It all got on top of me again. I even stapled someone’s ear to the desk.
First: Well, I guess they won’t be needing you anymore at Victim Support. So what are you going to do for money?
Second: I start my new job on Monday – as a Teaching Assistant.
END OF SKETCH
Cast of two: Doctor and Patient.
Props: Two chairs, a desk and a plastic card.
Doctor: Next!
Patient: Hello Doctor.
Doctor: Just pop your ID card on the table, thanks.
[Doctor takes card and swipes it across desk, making a loud ‘beep’ noise.]
Doctor: So, your wife doesn’t understand you, you’re worried you can’t satisfy her sexual needs, you’d kill for a solid poo and you’ve been done twice for speeding. How can I help you?
Patient: I just popped in for my wife’s repeat prescription.
END OF SKETCH
Cast of three: Three people in a street.
Props: A folded piece of paper for a bus timetable.
[1st and 2nd person are waiting in a line.]
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