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It is important for me to emphasize the following profile is a theory based on presently available public information. It is also important to note that determinations made in this profile do not assign guilt or innocence to any party nor are these determinations to be misinterpreted as 'facts' as opposed to opinions. Any profile is meant to be a tool to further investigative avenues and not as a document of probable cause.
Also, I would like to advise readers of this profile that this document is a preliminary profile, not a final profile as would be produced if I were working with a police department. Furthermore, I have written it in a style that is quite different; I am taking the reader through my thinking process in a much less formal manner, showing how I come to certain conclusions or how I arrive at places where I feel there are still questions to be answered or evidence to be obtained.
It is my hope that this preliminary profile will inspire any investigative agency working on the disappearance of Madeleine Beth McCann to consider the issues I have brought up within. I also hope that the McCanns, Kate and Gerry, consider addressing areas of concern that could make a difference in finding Madeleine or in excluding themselves as suspects. I hope that if friends and family of the McCanns have information that would be useful in solving this case that they work with the police agencies to see that Madeleine is found and/or justice is served. Finally, I hope this preliminary profile might bring forth any witnesses or other people who have pertinent information; perhaps something they previously did not realize was important, so that the case can finally receive closure.
Note: As there is a massive amount of information on this case, both in book form and on the Internet, I am not going to footnote every bit of this information. I will state that I am using information from the police files, televised interviews, Kate McCann's book, Madeleine, and Gonçalo Amaral's book, The Truth of the Lie (translated), and the documentary (translated) based on it. At the end of the profile, I have listed books and Internet sites under References where those interested in verifying the information in this profile or learning more about the case can do more research and reading for themselves. I also assume that most of you reading this profile are very familiar with the Madeleine McCann case and have a good stock of knowledge about it already. For this reason, I am going to cut to the chase and write this profile and not present an entire book about the McCanns, the disappearance, and the aftermath; all of this is well-documented in the places I have listed under References.
Before we delve into what happened In Praia da Luz to Madeleine Beth McCann on or about May 3, 2007, I want to review some basics rules for profiling crimes and the people connected to them, whether as perpetrators, witnesses, friends or family, even media and police. Everyone has their own agenda - which is based, a good portion of the time, on selfish needs far more than altruistic motives. People want to protect themselves, their loved ones, their livelihoods, their reputations, and their own self-image. This is true for all human beings and certain behaviors are just a matter of self-preservation or ignorance and any behaviors resulting from these traits must be distinguished from the more manipulative and narcissistic traits that make up certain personality disorders - borderline personality disorder, narcissistic personality disorder, and psychopathy. However, even personality disorders have a bit of a continuum from mild to extreme, so it can be difficult to come to a proper interpretation of human behavior without an in-depth analysis of such behaviors and personality traits over time.
As a deductive criminal profiler looking at the McCann case from outside the investigation and without full access to all records and without an extremely long period of time to review and review again every shred of information and evidence, conduct interviews, and further investigate all the facts pertaining to the crime and those connected to it, I can only offer a preliminary profile based on public records and public statements. But, it is my hope that I can inspire deeper analysis and encourage a further look at certain theories and questions that I will be raising in this analysis.
So where does one start with a profile and what do we need to keep in mind? First, that people behave in a manner which makes sense to them, even if it doesn't make sense to us. We need to learn as much as possible about their personalities, their behavior pre- and post-crime, and the facts as to what actually occurred. All available evidence including physical, forensic, statements and public communications can be analyzed. And, from all of this, I develop a theory, not proof of exactly what happened. It is absolutely important to remember that a theory can be scientifically developed but, unless a theory is brought into the courtroom and voted on by a jury, the proposed possible suspects in a crime are not legally guilty of any crime, they are just persons of interest. Other theories may propose different suspects or persons of interest and these people also are not guilty of a crime unless they are convicted in a court of law. This preliminary profile is just that, an introductary theory, of what happened to Madeleine McCann, not a conviction of any particular person or persons.
The next important point to remember is that people tend to do what is easiest and most expedient. If a crime can be committed simply or covered up simply, the perpetrator is unlikely to conjure up some Hollywood scenario of a mastermind criminal. They will do what is necessary, lie where it is necessary, and change a story to what they now think is necessary if new evidence doesn't back the previous story or if they feel their last story is not being believed. And this applies not only to perpetrators of crimes but even to victims and to witnesses as well.
A third principle is that certain things must have happened and certain things couldn't have happened. If it did happen, we can't ignore this evidence, and, if it didn't happen, we can't ignore that either. If we have conflicting evidence, then we cannot know what happened until we can eliminate one piece of evidence as wrong or prove the other piece of evidence as right. Sometimes we have to accept we may not know what happened and never will with respect to one part of a crime or its entirety. On the other hand, not understanding one piece of a crime does not invalidate everything else, although a defense attorney will try to convince a jury of this in court! It doesn't matter, he will insist, that the defendant was seen running from the victim's home at the time of the crime with a bloody knife in his hand, shouting, "Ha! Ha! The bitch is dead!" If there is some DNA present on the victim's body that is not from the defendant then that fellow must be innocent. But, this is not necessarily true; maybe the victim just had sex with a guy she picked up and that guy is not about to come forward and admit he was with the victim right before she ended up dead. It is a frustrating fact that in many crimes, there is some unexplained piece of evidence, but if twenty other pieces of evidence all point to one person and one scenario, this should be enough for us to feel comfortable drawing the conclusion that this person is the one who did the deed.
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