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A question
people often ask us Christians is, “What makes us think that our
faith is the only one that leads to God?” Well the plain and simple
answer is that Jesus Christ proved it to us by doing what He said
He would do: rise from the dead.

 


Jesus
made it quite clear that He was the Son of God. Among many other
things spoken by Him, He said, “I am the
way the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” He also said, “He
who has seen Me has seen the Father”. The Christian
author, C S Lewis, wrote that anybody who makes statements such as
those must be one of three things: a blatant liar, a lunatic, or
the person he claimed to be, the Son of God. Lewis came to the
conclusion that since apart from Jesus’ claim to being God’s son
there is absolutely nothing else recorded that Jesus said that
could even remotely be construed as a lie. And since His teaching
was so profound, plus the fact that not even his enemies suggested
that he was out of his mind, the only conclusion was that He was
who He claimed to be.





Jesus not
only claimed to be divine, but He proved that He was by rising from
the dead. Our Christian faith stands or falls on that particular
fact. As the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:14,
“If Christ has not been raised,
our preaching is useless
and so is your faith.”

 


Many people
reading this booklet will already be convinced of this, but how can
we prove it to others? What is the evidence of His Resurrection? If
people really want to know the truth, all the answers to that
question can be found in the Bible, particularly the New
Testament.

 


The whole New
Testament was written by nine different writers while hundreds of
other eyewitnesses to the resurrection were still alive. Every
single one of the writers claimed to have known Christ personally,
and each one of them spent time with Him after He rose from the
dead. In fact, two of the writers were his half brothers, James and
Jude.

 


Legends

 


Sceptics would
say that the Bible is full of myths and that Jesus was only a
legendary figure. Legends, as you know, are stories that are not
factually recorded in history but have been handed down from
generation to generation and sometimes regarded as historical, but
without proof. One thinks of characters like Robin Hood and William
Tell. They may or may not have been historical figures. Nobody
really knows for certain whether they ever lived or when they
lived.

 


This is
definitely not the case with Jesus. We not only can be sure that he
did live, but every time we look at a calendar or write down the
date we can be reminded of when he lived because the date is always
so many days, months and years after the birth of Christ.

 


There wasn’t
enough time between the period when Jesus rose from the dead and
when the New Testament was written to allow the truth to be
distorted by unreliable legendary details. Had the writers
attempted to falsify the facts, they could never have gotten away
with it. There were too many witnesses.

 


The
apostle, Paul, gives us an idea of how many witnesses there were in
his first letter to the Corinthians. He wrote, “For what I received I passed on to you as of first
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he
was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that
he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he
appeared to more than five hundred
of the brothers at the same time,
most of who are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James,
then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to
me.” (1 Cor 15:3-8.)



Only a complete
fool would fabricate a story, say that there were over five hundred
other witnesses to testify that he was telling the truth, and even
specifically identify several of those witnesses. When you do that,
sceptics are going to seek verification from those other witnesses.
Interestingly enough, when one seeks verification from other
witnesses about what happened at certain places in certain times,
even when the story is true you are likely to get conflicting
evidence. But in the case of the New Testament there is no conflict
in what the nine authors wrote, even though they didn’t compare
notes with each other before writing. The thread that holds the
whole New Testament together is the uncompromising message that the
gift of eternal life can only be achieved through Jesus Christ
alone. He paid the price for all our sins, past, present and future
by voluntarily offering to have his life sacrificed on the cross
and then rose from the dead to prove that He was the Son of God. He
could easily have used His miraculous powers to avoid being
crucified, but He didn’t.
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