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About the Not So Fast Series
Not So Fast explores fascinating places for readers who enjoy slow and easy travels — who like photographing landscapes, wandering gentle trails, strolling through libraries or along ocean beaches, who like to check out historic buildings and towns.
Introduction
If you want to enjoy a couple of hours in a town that time more or less forgot, you’d do well to visit Angels Camp, California. The only incorporated city in the Mother Lode County of Calaveras, Angels Camp has powerful connections to author and humorist Mark Twain, which it nourishes through its yearly Jumping Frog Jubilee and its downtown Hop of Fame.
This small city, nestled in the western foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range, is about 133 miles east of San Francisco and 135 miles south of Lake Tahoe. It is surrounded with ranch land where cattle, horses, sheep and goats graze. Not far from its historic downtown, the waters of New Melones Reservoir lap 100-miles of shoreline. The reservoir is great for fishing, water skiing and house-boating.
And beneath Angels Camp streets stretch miles of mine tunnels from the days when the city vibrated to the roar of the stamp mills and danced to the music of saloons and dance halls.
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