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Author’s Note

The ideas I’ve written in this book are meant as
suggestions that will enable you to take your project from book
idea through to the writing process. I’ve included tips and ideas
specific to writing for children.

Every writer has their own way of completing a
project. The ideas I’ve presented here have been learned through
experience and education, and I wanted to share them as a guide for
you to begin your project and make your creative process a little
easier.

Intended and written for those with little
experience on how to write for children, this book may be of
interest to authors who already have experience writing in the
children’s genre. I improve my craft by reading any information I
can on writing, and while I may have already learned some of what
is written, there is always an opportunity to improve and learn
something new.

I hope there is something that anyone interested
in writing, experienced or not, can take away from this book.

Enjoy…

Introduction

Writing for Children

Do you really want to write a children’s book?
Do you have a subject that just needs to be released from your
mind? Are characters floating in a void in your head, not knowing
where to go? Have you written something, but don’t know quite what
to do with it? This book shows you the basics of how to begin your
author’s journey of writing for children.

Some people decide to write a children’s book
because they think it will be easy. Think again! Writing for adults
is much easier. Writing for children takes more work, and the
smaller the child, the harder it is, as word choice and voice (the
particular and unique way you express your ideas into words) become
more important.

Characters and the actions they perform within
the story have to be written to the appropriate age groups.
Plotting is rare in baby and toddler books, as only early concepts
such as learning letters and colours are written. Whereas writing
for young adults requires complete plotting, and complex characters
(in some cases).

Why Do You Want To Write For Children?

Have you asked yourself why you want to write
children or teen stories? Are you writing to share an experience,
to entertain, or to teach? If you feel you are fulfilling a
passion, then you are lucky that you do have this passion! Writing
in the children’s genre is not easy, but it can be rewarding.

Get To Know A Young Audience!

To write for children, and have them read and
understand what you’ve written, you must be involved with, or have
children in your life. You need to know about them, and if you
don’t know today’s kids and teens, then you have to immerse
yourself in their world and learn about them, spend time with them.
This could be something as simple as sitting on a bench at a mall
and listening to conversation and watching their interactions, to
volunteering at a school function.

Improving Your Craft

Any kind of writing is craft, no matter what
audience your work is written for. As with any craft, the more we
practice and learn about it, the better we will get.



Yes, there are those who seem to be experts at
something the minute they touch it, but we all can’t be like that.
For some of us, it takes a lot of learning, hard work and
dedication to improve the craft(s) we are involved in. Writing is
no different.

Next Steps

Even if you do have a ‘book’ completed that you
would like to see published, you still have to determine such
things as audience and type of book, be it a picture or chapter
book, so that you will know how to market it. All books not in
print are called manuscripts. So if you haven’t yet had your
writing published into book format, then we’ll call it a
manuscript.

For the purposes of discussion on the
information presented here, your writing interest will be called a
project, which encompasses picture books, chapter books, novels and
any type of story or non-fiction writing you wish to engage in.

Project Steps

This book is broken down into three major
parts, or steps:

Step One: Beginning Your
Project, helps you with the basics of getting started with
your project, from initial research, to plotting an outline, and
determining point of view, characters and setting.

Step Two: Writing Your
Project, gives information about how to get your story idea
from your mind and onto paper by creating a rough draft, and
discussion on other writing tips and techniques.

Step Three: Editing Your
Project, guides you in the task of revising, editing and
creating a final draft, and presents the all-important information
on submission formats.

Most writing comes with three parts: a
beginning, middle and end; or Act One, Two and Three. A writing
project as a whole has a beginning idea, getting the idea to paper,
and finishing or cleaning-up (editing) the writing to make it the
best it can be.

As an added bonus, you will find samples of the
tools discussed within this book in the Appendix.












STEP ONE:

Beginning Your Project

Initial
Research: Types Of Books, Genres And Themes

Everyone is at different stages in their writing
interests. Some people may already have a writing background;
others are just starting to indulge their passion for writing. No
matter where you are, sometimes going back to the basics provides
new insight as interests change, and new ones are formed.

You might like to delve right into your project
because it demands to be written immediately. This is not a bad
idea. Sometimes the best writing comes to the page in a frenzy of
quick and unedited words, direct from the heart, uncensored. If
this is the case, how lucky for you, but once written, what do you
do with it?

1. What Are Your Interests?

If you are someone who likes science fiction and
fantasy, complex plots and unique characters, then writing for a
two-year-old may not be something you would enjoy. If you are used
to reading many picture books to your three-year-old, then you
understand what is required of you to write to that level of
understanding.

Take a few moments to determine what interests
and ideas you have and how you could fit those interests to a
specific audience. Are you knowledgeable or an expert in a certain
subject matter, i.e., health and fitness, teaching young children,
teaching sports, nature, hiking, etc.?

2. What Are Publishers Looking For In
Today’s Markets?

How would you know - right? Wrong! Just visit
any bookstore today and check out the children’s and teen’s
sections and you will end up with a pretty good idea of what
publishers are looking for. If you see table upon table of
paranormal or sci-fi, you can bet that’s what is on the publishers’
lists.

You can also ask a bookstore owner, or visit the
library and ask to look at the publisher catalogues to see what
books are available for order. Or check out the Internet, and
online bookstores. Also on the Internet you can find publisher’s
submission guidelines, which will tell you exactly what publishers
are looking for.

Books published by trade publishers sometimes
take over a year or two to reach the public. Trends will change
over the course of this time. What is in today may be out tomorrow.
It is hard to know what publishers will want to publish in a few
years, but if you choose to write within the guidelines they
request today, then you will be on the right course.

3. Research Your Interest – Know Your
Market

Do some research to determine what the basic
themes are in today’s children’s books. If you have an interest in
mystery, then borrow many mystery books from your local library and
read them to see if you feel comfortable writing in that genre
(type of theme, i.e., romance, mystery, and science fiction).

Perhaps you like writing about animals and
nature. Read different types of nature stories and see if your idea
would fit nicely with a picture book. The idea here is if you want
to write for children, then you have to read children’s books and
lots of them. You can’t write for a certain age group if you don’t
know what that age group is reading.

4. Age Range Of Your Target Audience

By now you’ve most likely determined that you
won’t be writing for teens, but you might like to give a preteen
story a chance. You’ve also determined that children’s and teen
books are different in format and length, size (and sometimes even
shape). There are exceptions, but most publishers have set criteria
for the length of a manuscript for a certain age group. Page and
word counts may vary for different publishers. Always be sure to
check their submission guidelines.

The following information is meant to be a
guideline only. Counts also differ for fiction and non-fiction
projects. If you are writing for a specific publisher, or market,
you should check their requirements.

Baby And Toddler Books

Books for babies and toddlers can be board or
cloth books and may come with a toy object, or have toys or
activities attached to the book to add interaction. Books usually
introduce concepts such as counting, colours, lullabies, animals
and rhyming with very small word counts (some books are
wordless).

For infant/baby books, the number of
pages and word counts varies as does the format.

For toddler books, ages 1 - 3, Fiction
(F) up to 300 words. Non-fiction (NF) up to 500 words.

Picture Books

Books for ages 4 to 10 depending if fiction or
non-fiction. They can be hardcover or softcover and will be in
various size formats.

Preschool -picture books, rhyming books,
(F) 200 to 1000 words. (NF) 200 to 1000 words.

Ages 4 - 6 -early picture books, easy to
read simple stories, 32 pages, (F) up to 1000 words.

Ages 4 - 8 -story picture books, 32
pages, with simple plots, and one character, (F) 500 to 1500 words
(edit down to 1000 words).

Ages 4 - 10 -non-fiction picture books,
24 - 48 pages, with topics this age group is interested in, (NF) up
to 2000 words.

Chapter Books

Books for ages 6 to 10. Chapter books for young
readers may have black and white illustrations throughout.

Ages 6 - 8 -easy readers, ‘fun to read’
books, 32 to 64 pages, are thinner than a novel paperback, (F) 200
to 1500 words. (NF) 1500 to 8000 words.

Ages 6 - 9 -early chapter books or
sometimes called transition books, 30 pages (with 2 to 3 pages per
chapter), (F) 500 to 1500 words. (NF) 1500 to 8000 words.

Ages 7 - 10 -novel size chapter book, 45
to 60 pages, (F) 4000 to 12000 words. (NF) 3000 to 12000 words.

Middle Grade Books

Books are novel size and usually contain no
pictures, and can be hard or soft cover.

Ages 8/9 - 12 -middle grade readers,
about 100 to 150 pages, (F) 20000 to 40000 words. (NF) 15000 to
30000 words.
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