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Editor’s Note: DISCOUNT COUPON OFFER

 


To show our appreciation for your having
ordered one of our Magic Lamp Press eBooks, we would like to offer
you a 50% discount on 25 other titles we publish - from authors
Gene Grossman, Nick Shoveen Edwin H. Sinclair, Jr., and Barry
Neal.

Visit our website at
http://www.LegalMystery.com and make note of the
Discount Coupon Code given after (to the right of) each of
the Audiobook links. The book’s Smashwords
Discount Coupon Code is two letters, two numbers, and ends
with a letter, and looks like this: AB22C

The Coupon Code will look like a link, but
it’s not: it’s the discount code for you to use when ordering
another book, by clicking on the Non-Kindle (Smashwords) link [that one’s real, so
it works].

Order from Smashwords (even if you’ve got a
Kindle): they’re the only ones honoring our Discount Coupon
Codes … and if you’re a Kindle user don’t worry: Smashwords has
a version that is compatible with your device.

If you’ve found a typo in any of our books,
or can’t locate a Discount Coupon Code, please contact us
through Editor@MagicLampPress.com
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INTRODUCTION




If you noticed how this book’s cover
described me, you know that I’ve written a ‘popular’ 15-book series
mysteries, and the main reason that description is accurate is
because of Amazon.com’s three divisions, handling print books,
ebooks and audiobooks.

Don’t be misled: this book is not intended as
a commercial for Amazon.com, because there are several other
sources for writers to gain popularity that I’ll go into later in
this book, but at the time I wrote my mysteries, they were the only
game in town for getting titles distributed in those three formats
without going through an agent or major publishing house.

Of course the landscape continues to change
rapidly, and ebooks have finally become mainstream, through the
efforts of Amazon’s Kindle, Barnes & Noble’s
Nook, Sony’s eReader, Plastic
Logic’s Que, Apple’s iPad,
Borders’ Kobo, Hearst’s Skiff
[my books are available on all of them], plus all the other devices
that are continually coming to market. A generation from now, kids
graduating high school may have the same expression on their faces
when you mention printed books that kids graduating high school
presently have when you mention Johnny Carson. It’s called the
‘that’s before my time’ look.

I’m pleasantly surprised by the popularity of
my fictional titles, because even while writing them I felt it was
taking a big chance… and this thought is being confirmed now,
because I’ve also written 19 non-fiction titles and amazingly, the
best-seller of them all is a non-fiction book I completed in 2009
that compromises 24% of my eBook royalties (including all 15 of the
Peter Sharp Legal Mysteries) – and don’t ask
why, because I’ve been trying to figure it out for some time now.
The non-fiction title I’m talking about is Celestial
Navigation for the Complete Idiot, and when writing it I kept
thinking to myself “Nobody will want this book, but I don’t care if
it sells or not, because I’m having a good time explaining it to
sailors like me who are interested in the subject…” and that’s not
a bad attitude to assume when writing a non-fiction title, because
your psychological mindset comes through in the writing: the
readers can sense that you really care about them learning the
subject you’re writing about – and they appreciate it.

It might also interest you to know that the
book you’re now reading is running a close second to the Celestial
Navigation title, which means that if you have choice of which to
write, I’d suggest non-fiction. However, since the reason you’re
reading this book is because you’ve probably already got your heart
set on writing a mystery or detective novel, you might as well get
it out of your system before switching over to non-fiction.

*****

 


 


 



Chapter One:
GETTING STARTED

 


If you plan on being a one-trick pony, then
any type of character you want to create will probably be just
fine, as long as you do a good job at it. But, if you plan on
writing a series of books featuring the same protagonist (leading
character), then you’d better spend some time crafting him (or
her), because the character traits your main protagonist starts out
with will have to carry all the future books too, without much of a
character arc.

Arthur Conan Doyle wrote 60 stories featuring
Sherlock Holmes (4 novels + 56 short stories – I know,
because I read all of them every five years or so); Agatha Christie
had her Miss Marple and Hercule Poirot; Rex Stout
wrote 72 books featuring his armchair detective Nero Wolfe,
and other authors have created main characters that were
successfully brought back time and again.

Ever since reading Edgar Allen Poe’s
The Gold Bug and Murders in
the Rue Morgue (while in elementary school)
and then graduating to Doyle, Stout and Christie, I was hooked on
mysteries, so there was never any doubt in my mind that someday I’d
write a series of books that featured a main protagonist who could
be brought back again for subsequent adventures. The main problem
is creating a lead character that deserves to be brought back… and
repetition can be a good thing.

You can tell what’s working and what’s not,
the same way you can tell if a movie or television show is working:
if you look at your watch more than once during the presentation,
it’s not working, but if at the end, you’re sorry it’s over and are
looking forward to the next episode or sequel, it’s definitely
working.

When starting to write the Peter Sharp Legal
Mystery series, I wanted to make sure that my protagonist wasn’t
too perfect. I wanted someone slightly flawed so that the readers
could identify with him.

 



Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/9029
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!
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