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INTRODUCTION
God has supplied us with a superabundance of wisdom everyday. We can pick wisdom from: creation surrounding us; from the books and articles we read; from the talks we hear and even from the text messages we receive. In 2007, a stroke hit me. The left part of my body was paralyzed. But tragedies are really blessings in disguise. With my difficult condition, my sense of recognition for the things of God was sharpened. I can now easily recognize nuggets of wisdom from the various media the Lord gives daily. Each nugget is an ‘I LOVE YOU’ from God.I shared these nuggets of wisdom daily to hundreds of my friends through texting. They felt so blessed. This book is a compilation of some of the nuggets that I have sent. I hope and pray that you will be blessed by these NUGGETS OF WISDOM.
I dedicate this work to: my dearly beloved wife, Evelyn, who loves me so much and who stood by me through thick and thin all these years of our blissful marriage; To our dear children, the Lord has blessed us with: Arsenio Jr., married to Helen Salvame, blessed with Karl Gian and Kathleen Lara;Arlyn, married to Lito Inso;Arnyl,Augustine,Arnold Jesus, Anne Marialyn,Ariel Joseph. To our unborn children, who were miscarried and are now with the Lord: Loreto Maria, John Paul 1John Paul 2
.
1. "Do not offend the man who repents of his sins. Remember that we are all deserving of punishment."-Sirach 8:5.I had a chance to visit the New Bilibid prisons many, many years ago. While having fun trying to sit on the electric chair, I was attracted to a graffiti on the wall, saying..THE OUTSIDE WORLD IS THE GREATEST PRISON!I could feel the anguish and the frustration of the prisoner who wrote that. During lunch at the staff house of one of the prison officers (who was a friend),we were served by a two time murderer. He was about to be discharged in a few months time. We had light talk with him after lunch He was not happy of his impending freedom. Just being curious, we asked him why he's so sad. He told us,” I’m happy here. I will not be happy in our place where people evade you and don't trust you... as if I'm not a human being but an alien. But anyway, I’ll be back here with my friends because the brother of the man I killed vowed to kill me .I'm not going to let it happen for I'll kill him first!" We were shocked! But that's the reality, because we lack mercy ...THE OUTSIDE WORLD IS THE BIGGEST PRISON. Let’s be merciful and practice seeing Jesus in every person, good or bad, rich or poor...and by so doing we dismantle this biggest prison and transform the world! Deal?
2. ‘It is mercy I desire; not sacrifice.’-Mt.9:13.Whoever among us considers anyone as a lost cause is morally wrong, for he belittles God’s love and mercy. Many times I have heard this frustrating and cruel statement,"Mada pa kaha nang tawhana ug ampo(will prayers have an effect to that guy?)?Hopeless na siya kay pwerteng pagka dautan."(He’s hopeless for he’s so evil.) It's easy to nod and agree, especially if the person referred to is really evil. But the truth is, God’s mercy is unfathomably rich! All our sins are but a drop in His ocean of mercy. We are made in the image and likeness of God; but sometimes we make God into our image and likeness. That’s why we belittle His love and mercy! As long as there is life in a person, he has a chance to comeback to the giver of life! If you want to change someone, tell him about Jesus. If he does not listen, tell Jesus about him. Never belittle His mercy.OK? God bless!
3. When a door closes, God will open another one. If you miss an opportunity, don’t fill your eyes with tears for it will only hide another opportunity in front of you. Many times missed opportunities are really blessings in disguise. I remember consoling a friend who was so bitter of the apparent injustice done against him that he missed a promotion where he could have practiced his profession as a mechanical engineer .With a resentful heart, he decided to resign. I told him that God has plans for him and surely will make a way for him; this injustice may turn-out to be a blessing in disguise; that he should forgive and not harbor any ill feelings towards his manager and leave the company in good terms. He heeded my advice and left the company. About 10 years later we met again. He was happy to tell me that he’s recently promoted as plant manager of a subsidiary of San Miguel Corporation. God always delivers!
4. Always look at the bright side of life. If there is no bright side, wait until the future turns to light. You may lose some but with the loss you gain priceless experience. I love to play chess. In chess, you’re always a winner. Even if you lose a game, you gain….valuable experience. Look at Manny Pacquiao’s experience. He was a young & brilliant. but cocky fighter, knocking out opponents left and right. He was fighting a virtual unknown, Rustico Torrecampo and was pummeling the poor guy, grew overconfident and showboated when…wham! A lucky punch knocked Manny out. According to boxing gurus, that knockout was responsible for polishing Manny’s demeanor…to be humble. and be the excellent fighter that he is. Never forget, there’s always a bright side.
5. Our manner of judging others expose our imperfection. Withholding judgment is an invitation to be humble, for we are all bound to be judged by the eyes of God. Sometimes, with just a single glance we assess someone as aloof, bigoted, selfish, an ingrate. I remember the story of a Chinese immigrant in the US who was traveling with his family in a rickety car. The car broke down and they were stranded in a very remote place. To compound the problem, they spoke very little English. A young man saw their predicament and fixed the car. The young man expected some show of gratitude, but the Chinese simply said with a smile on his face,” I pray that your grandfather die, then your father die, then you die!” The young man was very angry and spat on the Chinese and snorted,” You ingrate! I helped you and instead of thanking me, you curse me. Go back to China!” Years later the young man was studying Chinese culture in the university and he learned that the Chinese considers it a great blessing if the older family member dies ahead of the younger one. He realized that the Chinese he helped years before was not cursing him; but blessing him! From that time on he resolved never to judge anybody. Hope we have the same resolution.
6. Believe, when you are most unhappy, that there is something for you to do in this world. So long as you can sweeten another’s pain, life is not in vain! Sometimes the world seems to conspire against us, leaving us discouraged, tired and about to give up on life.St.Faustina Kowalska, the saint of the Divine Mercy felt that way when the initial response of the people, to the message revealed to her by Jesus, was cold and indifferent. He told Jesus how she felt and she thought of giving up her mission because it appeared useless and ineffective. Jesus told her,”Faustina, even if you spend your whole life in this mission and convert only one soul, I would be very happy. Your life will not have been in vain.” Never be tired of doing good! The rewards are eternal.
7. Talent is God-given; be thankful. Fame is man-given; be humble. Conceit is self-given; be careful. When we forget that our talents are given by God we go astray. We gloat on our fame and grow proud; thus leading to our downfall. I remember the story told by my late mother, while she was teaching me a moral lesson. There was once a brilliant young man who was poor. His mother asked him to sell the only valuable property they had…a jug of precious oil. As he was walking towards the market place, he imagined things…that with his gift of gab, he sold the oil at a good price, that he invested the money in a trading business that grew and grew and grew; making him rich and famous; then his neighbors will come to him pleading for him to help them in their poverty; that he will just shake his said and say,” Sorry. I won’t help you.” He really shook his head emphatically and the jug fell and broke, spilling all of the oil. Be careful.
8. Humility is the only soil in which the grace of God can take root. Only the humble in heart can receive true wisdom of God. Humbly submit to God with full trust. Indeed, God resists the proud but gives his graces to the humble. One of the best movies I have ever seen is the movie, FORREST GUMP, starring Tom Hanks. It is the story of a man with a very low IQ who lived a very simple life. Though looked down and scorned he simply loved people; trusting them even if they took advantage of him. He just forgave their offenses and bore no grudges. He will not hesitate to help anybody in need. He meant what he said and said what he meant. He just brushed off his failures and disappointments and went on with life with a happy & positive attitude. His attitude slowly but surely infected the people he came in contact with. He became very successful and so blessed in his business and he in turn became a blessing to others. You know what? I cried watching the movie because it portrayed the truth….The meek and humble shall inherit the earth!
9. If you are humble, nothing will touch you, neither praise nor disgrace. Because you know what, and who you are. Humility is the virtue that the devil cannot imitate.St.Paul gave the Corinthians a lesson in humility by telling them,” What have you that you have not received? And if you received it, why are you proud as if you did not receive it? (1 Cor.4:7). Humility is truth; and the truth is, we are but stewards to the goodness God bestowed on us; thus we become detached from them. The devil may imitate miraculous works but never humility. I remember the story of a saint who was praying intently when Jesus appeared to him dressed as a king and very kind looking. Although impressed by the royal appearance, there was some uneasiness he felt. He prayed for guidance and there was impressed in his mind to request Jesus to do something. He humbly said,” I’m not sure if you are the Lord. If you are, will you please show yourself as the suffering Lord after the scourging at the pillar?” There was silence, then the countenance of Jesus changed to a hideous devil and disappeared leaving a sulfuric smell. Be humble.
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