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 Gaia

for centuries

I scraped the Sistine Chapel

where God reaches out,
                touches,

                          transfers,


and Adam is born.

flake by flake,

layer by layer,

(one has to be careful

to leave the original intact)

the work was slow,
               tedious,


painful.


                       but
eventually

through ages of oil and acrylic

I uncovered the truth:

a tiny head
crowning
           between
warm soft thighs.

•

Gaia is the Greek goddess, Mother Earth,
believed to be the Creator.

~~~


Narcissus

she unwraps the traditional gifts:

first, the brush-comb-and-mirror set,

pale pink marbling

with gilded edges—

they lie heavy in her hand;

then the jewelry box,

gold and cream

lined with velvet—

it plays “Fascination”

the new thirteen-year-old

hands them back to her mother and says

“Narcissus was a man.”

•

Narcissus was a man who fell in love with
his own appearance—he spent all of his time gazing at his
reflection in a pool of water.

~~~


Pandora

everyone thinks yours is
just another Eve story
    the first
woman
    punished for
desiring knowledge
    and for
disobedience

but people forget you were created by the gods

as a gift of revenge for men,

all beauty and mischief—
    no, not
‘and’
    but
‘therefore’:

    it’s boring to be bait:
    after a
minimal amount of effort and imagination
    to maximize
god-given qualities
    (the male
sexual response being far from complex,
         this
was far from challenging)
         what
is there?
         it’s
not easy to be satisfied with attracting
men
    as a raison
d’être—

so that’s why.

•

As a punishment for the possession of fire,
Zeus ordered that a beautiful woman be made and given to
mankind—she was named Pandora, ‘the gift of all’. Each of the gods
had given her some quality that would prove ruinous to man. In one
version, these ‘gifts’ were her incredible beauty, her goodness,
and her youthful, shy, demeanour, which alone destroyed man for
their power to distract and delight. In another version, the gods
put the ‘gifts’ in a box and forbid her to open it.
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