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Preface

 


 


 


It is not the outward appearance that makes
a man a man, but the things deep within that one can not see with
the naked eye. However, with the passage of time those things not
seen will be found in their deeds. One should not prejudge,
categorize, label, make up ones mind, or conclude anything about
anyone before getting to know what that person is bringing to the
table. Inside is information about individuals that would have
never made it without self confidence and the belief in themselves,
no matter what was said about them, or their race. We all can
succeed if we persevere to always do better. This book is dedicated
to my son Armani LaCorbiniere, may you meet a better world as you
walk into manhood.

 


 


 


 


 


 


Abebe Bikila

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

 


Abebe Bikila was born on
August 7, 1932, the day of the Los Angeles Olympic Marathon, in the
village of Jato, located 9 kilometers outside the town of Mendida,
Ethiopia. Abebe’s father was a
shepherd.

 


Abebe’s
Occupation:

 


Abebe Bikila was a two-time Olympic marathon
champion from Ethiopia.

 


Abebe’s
Life Story:

 


His wife's name was Roena Grace Terrell.
Abebe decided to join the Imperial Bodyguard to support his family,
and walked to Addis Ababa where he started as a private. Onni
Niskanen, a Finnish-born Swede, was hired by the Ethiopian
government to train potential athletes. He soon spotted Bikila.
Bikila was added to the Ethiopian Olympic team only at the last
moment, as the plane to Rome was about to leave, as a replacement
for Wami Biratu, who had broken his ankle in a soccer match. Major
Onni Niskanen entered Bikila and Mamo Wolde in the marathon.

Adidas, the shoe sponsor
at the 1960 Summer Olympics, had few shoes left when Bikila went to
try out shoes and he ended up with a pair that
didn’t fit comfortably, so he couldn't
use them. A couple of hours before the race the decision was taken
by Abebe to run barefoot, the way he'd trained for the race. Bikila
was warned by Niskanen about his main rivals, one of whom was Rhadi
Ben Abdesselam from Morocco, who was supposed to wear number 26.
For unknown reasons, Rhadi did not acquire his black marathon bib
before the race, and instead was wearing his regularly assigned
track and field bib number 185.

The late afternoon race had its start point
and finish at the Arch of Constantine, just outside the Coliseum.
At the start of the race the Australian Ron Clarke made a comment
to Bikila about running barefoot. During the race Bikila passed
numerous runners, looking for the runner with number 26. By about
20 km, Bikila and the runner with number 185 had created a gap from
the rest of the pack. Bikila kept looking forward to find the
runner with number 26, who unbeknownst to Bikila was running right
beside him. They stayed together until the last 500 m, when Abebe
sprinted to the finish line. Bikila won in a record time of
2:15:16.2, becoming the first black African to win an Olympic gold
medal. He finished 26 seconds ahead of Rhadi. After the race, when
Bikila was asked why he had run barefoot, he replied, “I wanted the
world to know that my country, Ethiopia, has always won with
determination and heroism."

Niskanen later speculated
that if Rhadi hadn’t competed in the 10,000 m race
several days before, the race might have been closer.

Bikila returned to
Ethiopia as a hero. The saying quickly swept the country that "it
took a million Italians to invade Ethiopia but only one Ethiopian
soldier to conquer Rome." Emperor Haile Selassie promoted him to
the rank of corporal and awarded him the Star of Ethiopia medal.
Shortly after the Olympics General Mengistu Neway plotted a coup
and Bikila, who didn’t understand politics, was forced
to take part. Bikila refused to kill dignitaries and when the coup
attempt failed all involved were sentenced to death by hanging.
Bikila was pardoned by the Emperor after lobbying in his favor by
numerous people.

In 1961 Bikila ran
marathons in Greece, Japan, and the City of Kosice in
Czechoslovakia, all of which he won. Between October 1961 and April
1963 he did not compete in any international marathon. Bikila
entered the 1963 Boston Marathon and finished in just 5th place the
only time in his career that he finished a marathon and did not
win. He returned to Ethiopia and he didn’t compete
in another marathon until the one in Addis Ababa in 1964. He won
this race, taking 2:23:14 to complete the course.

40 days prior to the 1964 Summer Olympics in
Tokyo, during a training run near Addis, Abebe Bikila started to
feel pain. Unaware of the cause of the pain, he attempted to
overcome this pain but collapsed. He was taken to hospital where he
was diagnosed with acute appendicitis. He was operated on and
shortly thereafter even during his recovery period he started
jogging in the hospital courtyard at night.

Abebe Bikila traveled to Tokyo but was not
expected to compete. He did enter the marathon, this time wearing
Asics shoes. He used the same strategy as in 1960: to stay with the
leaders until the 20 kilometer point, then slowly increase his
pace. After 15 km he only had company from Ron Clarke of Australia
and Jim Hogan of Ireland. Shortly before 20 km only Hogan was in
contention and by 30 km, Bikila was 40 seconds in front of Hogan
and two minutes in front of Kokichi Tsuburaya of Japan in third
place. He entered the Olympic stadium alone to the cheers of 70,000
spectators. He finished the marathon in a new world record time of
2:12:11:2, 4 minutes, 8 seconds in front of the silver medalist
Basil Heatley of Great Britain. Kokichi Tsuburaya was third. He was
the first athlete in history to win the Olympic marathon twice.

After finishing he astonished the crowd, not
appearing exhausted, he started a routine of stretching exercises.
He later stated that he could have run another 10 kilometers.
Bikila returned to Ethiopia to a hero's welcome once again. He was
again promoted by the Emperor, and he received his own car, a white
Volkswagen Beetle. Once again, Bikila and Mamo Wolde were entered
in the marathon, symbolically, Bikila was issued bib number 1 for
this race. This time however Bikila had to leave the race after
approximately 17 km, due to an injury in his right knee. He watched
his friend and long time running partner Mamo Wolde win. Mamo Wolde
later stated that had Bikila not been injured, he would surely have
won.

 


Abebe’s
Olympic End:

In 1969, during civil unrest in Addis,
Bikila was driving his Volkswagen Beetle when he had to swerve to
avoid a group of protesting students. He lost control of his car
and it landed in a ditch, trapping him. He was freed out of the car
but the accident left him quadriplegic. He was operated on at the
Stoke Mandeville hospital in England and his condition improved to
paraplegic. Niskanen convinced him to compete in paraplegic archery
competitions and Abebe joked that he would win the next Olympic
marathon in a wheelchair.

Abebe was invited as a special guest to the
1972 Summer Olympics in Munich where he witnessed his countryman
Mamo Wolde fail to match Bikila's twin marathon victories, Wolde
finished third behind American Frank Shorter. After Shorter
received his medal he went to Bikila to shake his hand.

 


Abebe’s
Quotes:

"I wanted the world to know that my country,
Ethiopia, has always won with determination and heroism"

"Men of success meet with tragedy. It was
the will of God that I won the Olympics, and it was the will of God
that I met with my accident. I accepted those victories as I accept
this tragedy. I have to accept both circumstances as facts of life
and live happily."

 


Abebe’s
Death:

On the 23 October 1973,
Abebe Bikila died in Addis Ababa at the age of 41 from a cerebral
hemorrhage, a complication related to the accident of four years
earlier. He left behind his wife and four children. His funeral in
Addis Ababa was attended by 75,000 and Emperor Haile Selassie I of
Ethiopia proclaimed a national day of mourning for
Ethiopia’s national hero.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


Abraham
Hannibal

 


Abraham
Hannibal’s Life Story:

Russian general and Comrade of Peter the
Great, d. 1782. History contains few figures more extraordinary
than Abraham Hannibal. Stolen from his parents in Africa and sold
into slavery, he became general-in-chief of one of the leading
white empires of his day. His great-grandson became one of the
world's greatest poets, while other of his descendants became
members of the leading royal families of Europe. Destiny was kind
to Hannibal from the beginning; instead of being sent to America,
where he would have been at best a house servant, he was taken to
Turkey. At that time, while Africans were languishing in slavery in
America, some of their brothers, also from the jungles, were the
pampered pets of European royalty, especially at the court of
Russia. Still a child, Hannibal was sold as a slave to Sultan Selim
IV at Constantinople, where he attracted the attention of Count
Raguinsky, the Russian ambassador. Wishing to take an unusual gift
to the czar, Raguinsky secured Hannibal either by kidnapping or as
a gift, and took him back to Russia.

Merry, vivacious, and intelligent, the
ten-year-old boy captivated Peter the Great, who adopted him
immediately. With Christina, Queen of Poland, as his godmother,
Hannibal was baptized into the Christian faith. Peter gave him his
own name, but the boy, whose real name was Ibrahim, wept so
bitterly at the change that thereafter he was called Abraham, the
Christian equivalent of his own name. Hannibal was later added as a
tribute to his military skill. However, his parents, who later
appeared on the scene, claimed that he was descended from the great
Carthaginian and that his real name was Hannibal.

The lad showed special talent for
mathematics and engineering and Peter sent him to Paris to study.
There, as the czar's protégé, he was received in the highest
circles. His exotic appearance won him the favor of the ladies of
the gay court of the Duke of Orleans, who was then regent; indeed
the duke himself offered Hannibal a high position if he would
transfer his allegiance to him.

But Hannibal, though preferring the gayer
and more cultured French atmosphere, remained loyal to his master,
even though at this time Peter, preoccupied with the affairs of
state, had quite forgotten Hannibal who, finding himself without
money, thought of returning on foot to Russia.

While Hannibal was pursuing his studies war
broke out between France and Spain. He accepted a commission in the
French army, serving with valor until he was wounded in the head.
Soon afterward he returned to Russia where he became an officer in
the engineers' corps, winning rapid promotion on his own merits.
About this time his people in Africa, discovering his whereabouts,
sent a rich ransom for him, but he refused to leave his benefactor.
Peter appointed him tutor in mathematics to the crown prince, later
Peter II. As this post gave him great influence with the future
ruler, he became of considerable importance to those engaged in
court intrigue. As a result of this, fortune was to turn against
him after the death of Peter the Great for the next sixteen
years.

On Peter's death in 1735 the throne was
seized by his wife, Catherine I, grandmother of Peter, the real
heir, who was set aside, the chief power being in the hands of
Prince Menshikov. Menshikov, who was of humble origin, having
started as a common soldier, wanted to marry his daughter to the
young Peter. Knowing Hannibal's influence with Peter, he tried to
bribe him. Hannibal, who had sworn to Peter the Great that he would
protect his grandson, refused, and Menshikov, to stop his influence
with the prince, sent him on a military mission to Siberia. Then to
lengthen his stay he ordered him to take the exact measurements of
the Great Wall of China, which was 1,500 miles long. Menshikov
hoped that Hannibal would not survive the hardships of this
undertaking. Hannibal remained in Siberia until the death of
Catherine in 1737. Learning that young Peter had ascended the
throne, that Menshikov had been exiled, and that Dolgouriki, a
former favorite of Peter the Great, was in control, he decided to
return. But at Tomsk he was arrested. Dolgouriki feared his
influence with Peter no less than Menshikov-and he was held there
until Peter's death two years later.

Peter was succeeded by Anna the Bloody, a
niece of Peter the Great. Once more Hannibal started for St.
Petersburg, but when he reached it he was compelled to go into
hiding, as he was suspected of belonging to the faction that wanted
to put Elisabeth, daughter of Peter the Great and rightful heir, on
the throne. Hannibal escaped, thanks to his friend Field-Marshal
Munich, who smuggled him out of the city and sent him to inspect
the fortifications on the Swedish border. This duty done, he was
sent to a little village near the city of Reval where he spent the
next twelve years of Anna's reign, almost forgotten.

On Anna's death, Elisabeth came to the
throne, and grateful to Hannibal for his unswerving loyalty to the
family of Peter the Great, she showered honors on him. Among her
gifts were ten villages with thousands of white serfs. She wished
him to remain at court, but remembering what his influence there
had once cost him, he declined, and asked permission to return to
Reval, where he was made commander. But his retirement was short.
He was one of the empire's leading engineers, and when a dispute
arose with Sweden over the boundary in 1752, he was appointed head
of the Russian commission to settle the matter. Still later, he was
appointed commander-in-chief of the army.

But in spite of all these honors, the title
he cherished the most was "The Negro of Peter the Great." Hannibal
had other troubles, too--domestic ones. He had married a very
beautiful woman, the daughter of a Greek captain named Dioper.
During his long absences she had found consolation elsewhere and
had presented to him a daughter who showed no African blood.
Hannibal sued for divorce and the ensuing trial was one of the most
celebrated of its day. It dragged on for fifteen years while
scientists discussed at great length the question of whether the
offspring of a black and white couple could be "pure" white.
Hannibal finally won, whereupon the unfaithful wife, seeking to
justify her actions, said, "That Negro is not of our race," She was
punished severely. In addition to the court's censure, she was
forced to do public penance and to spend the remainder of her life
in a convent. As for the white daughter, Hannibal kept her in his
house, gave her a good education, and left her considerable
property but never permitted her to come into his presence.

While the case was pending, he married a
titled German woman, Regina von Schellberg, by whom he had eleven
children, all bonafide mulattoes, five of whom were sons, and all
of whom attained distinction. The cidest, Ivan, was a naval
commander who was victorious over the Turks at Navarin and was also
the hero of the battle of Chesma. Later he was Governor of Ukraine
and founded the city of Kherson. After a quarrel with Potemkin, the
powerful favorite of Catherine the Great, he retired to his
estates. Another son, Joseph, was a naval commander and a
navigator. His daughter, Nadejda, married Count Pushkin, whose
grandfather had been privy counselor to Peter the Great and whose
father had borne the scepter at the coronation of Catherine the
Great.

Her son, Alexander Pushkin, was the famous
poet. Hannibal continued in favor under Catherine the Great, who
appointed him to draw up plans for a canal linking St. Petersburg
with Moscow. Finally he retired to his estates, immensely rich, and
died there in 1782, over ninety years old. Pushkin, who was born
seventeen years after Hannibal's death, and who, in preparation for
his book The Negro of Peter the Great, had gathered details from
those who had known his illustrious ancestor, describes him as "A
pure Negro flat nose, thick lips, woolly hair." D. M. Wallace,
British ambassador to Russia, says of him. "Hannibal, who died with
the rank of Commander-in-Chief, was a Negro."

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


Absalom Jones

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Jones was born into slavery in Delaware in
1746.

 


Absalom’s
Occupation:

Absalom was an African-American abolitionist
and clergyman. After founding a black congregation in 1794, in 1804
he was the first African-American ordained as a priest in the
Episcopal Church of the United States. He is listed on the
Episcopal calendar of saints and blessed under the date of his
decease, February 13, in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer as "Absalom
Jones, Priest, 1818".

 


Absalom’s
Life Story:

When he was sixteen, he was sold to a
storeowner in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. While still a slave of
Mr. Wynkoop, he married Mary King, another slave, on January 4,
1770. By 1778 he had purchased his wife's freedom so that their
children would be free, and in another seven years he was able to
purchase his own. Jones became a lay minister for black members in
the interracial congregation of St. George's Methodist Church.
Together with Richard Allen, he was one of the first African
Americans licensed to preach by the Methodist Church.

In 1787 Jones and Allen, together with other
black members, left St. George's, as they were tired of being
segregated to a gallery and given second-class status in the
congregation. They founded the Free African Society (FAS), first
conceived as a non-denominational mutual aid society, to help newly
freed slaves in Philadelphia. Jones and Allen separated over their
different directions in religion, but they remained lifelong
friends and collaborators.

At the beginning of 1791, Jones started
holding religious services at FAS. This became the core of his
congregation for a new church. Wanting to establish a black
congregation independent of white control, Jones in 1792 founded
the congregation of the African Church in Philadelphia. It
petitioned to become an Episcopal parish. The church opened its
doors on July 17, 1794, as the African Episcopal Church of St.
Thomas, the first black church in Philadelphia. Jones was ordained
as a deacon in 1795 and as a priest in 1804, the first
African-American priest in the Episcopal Church. He was a
well-known orator and helped establish the tradition of
anti-slavery sermons on New Year's Day.

A month after the church opened, the
Founders and Trustees published "The Causes and Motives for
Establishing St. Thomas's African Church of Philadelphia," clearly
stating their intent

"to arise out of the dust and shake
ourselves, and throw off that servile fear, that the habit of
oppression and bondage trained us up in."

Jones was also part of the first group of
African Americans to petition the U.S. Congress. Their petition
related to the 1793 Fugitive Slave Act. They criticized it for
encouraging cruelty and brutality, and noted the danger which free
blacks risked of being kidnapped and sold into slavery. While U.S.
Representative George Thatcher of Massachusetts responded with the
desire to amend the Fugitive Slave Act, other representatives'
resistance to changing the law forced his proposal to fail.

On a parallel path, Allen founded the
African Methodist Episcopal Church (AME), the first independent
black church within the Methodist tradition. He and his followers
converted a building and opened on July 29, 1794 as Bethel AME
Church. In 1799 Allen was ordained as the first black minister in
the Methodist Church by Bishop Francis Asbury. In 1816, Allen
gathered other black congregations in the region to create a new
and fully independent denomination, the African Methodist Episcopal
Church. In 1816, he was elected the AME's first bishop.

 


Absalom’s
Death:

Absalom’s
died on February 13, 1818 at the age of 72 in
Philadelphia.

 


 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


A. C.
Richardson

 


A. C. Richardson was one of those rare
inventors who not only created numerous devices, but created
devices that were completely unrelated to one another. Until 1891
anyone wanting to make butter would have to do so by hand in a
bowl. On February 17, 1891 Richardson patented the butter churn.
The device consisted of a large wooden cylinder container with a
plunger-like handle which moved up and down. In doing so, the
movement caused oily parts of cream or milk to become separated
from the more watery parts. This allowed for an easy way to make
butter and forever changed the food industry.

In 1894, Richardson saw a problem with the
way the bodies of dead people were buried. It was common at that
time to simply bury bodies in small, shallow graves or to try to
lower their caskets with ropes into a deeper hole. Unfortunately,
this required several people to work in unison to ensure that the
casket was lowered evenly. Failure to do so could cause the casket
to slip out of one of the ropes and to be damaged from hitting the
ground.

On November 13, 1894, Richardson patented
the casket lowering device which consisted of a series of pulleys
and ropes or cloths which ensured uniformity in the lowering
process. This invention was very significant at that time and is
used in all cemeteries today. In addition to these devices,
Richardson patented a hame fastener in 1882, an insect destroyer in
February of 1899 and an improvement in the design of the bottle in
December of 1899.

 


Obtained from blackinventors.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Adam Clayton Powell
Jr.

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Powell was born in Plainfield, New Jersey .
His father, Adam Clayton Powell, Sr. was a Baptist minister and
headed the Abyssinian Baptist Church in Harlem, New York. Powell
was of mixed race, as his paternal grandfather was white, as were
several of his mother's ancestors.

 


Adam’s
Occupation:

Adam was an American politician and pastor
who represented the Harlem section of Manhattan in New York City in
the United States House of Representatives between 1945 and 1971.
He was the first African-American elected to Congress from New
York. He became chairman of the Education and Labor Committee in
1961. As committee chairman he supported the passage of important
social legislation, but was eventually removed from his seat by the
Democratic members-elect of the 90th Congress following allegations
of corruption.

 


Adam’s
Life Story:

Powell attended public school at Townsend
Harris High School. He studied at the City College of New York and
Colgate University as an undergraduate. In 1931 he received an MA
degree in religious education from Columbia University. Powell was
a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., the first
intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity established by African
Americans. During the Depression years, Powell, a handsome and
charismatic figure, became a prominent civil rights leader in
Harlem, New York, where he succeeded his father in 1937 as pastor
of Abyssinian Baptist Church. He developed a formidable public
following in the Harlem community through his crusades for jobs and
housing.

As chairman of the Coordinating Committee
for Employment, he organized mass meetings, rent strikes and public
campaigns, forcing companies and utilities, and Harlem Hospital to
hire black workers. Powell organized a picket line during the 1939
New York World's Fair at the Fair's executive offices in the Empire
State Building, as a result, the number of black employees was
increased from about 200 to 732. A bus boycott in 1941 led to the
hiring of 200 black workers by the transit authority. When Negro
pharmacists were failing to get hired, Powell led a fight in 1941
to have drugstores in Harlem hire them all.

In 1937 he succeeded his father as pastor of
Abyssinian Baptist Church. In 1941 he was elected to the New York
City Council as the city's first Black council representative with
the aid of New York City's use of the Single Transferable Vote. He
received 65,736 votes, the third best total among the six
successful council candidates. "Mass action is the most powerful
force on earth," Mr. Powell once said, adding, "As long as it is
within the law, it's not wrong; if the law is wrong, change the
law." He was elected to Congress in 1944. In 1944 Powell was
elected as a Democrat to the House of Representatives, representing
the 22nd congressional district, which included Harlem. He was the
first black Congressman from New York, and the first from any
Northern state other than Illinois in the Post-Reconstruction
Era.

As one of only two black Congressmen, Powell
challenged the informal ban on black representatives using Capitol
facilities reserved for white members only. He took black
constituents to dine with him in the "whites only" House
restaurant. He clashed with the many segregationists in his own
party. In 1956 Powell broke party ranks and supported Dwight D.
Eisenhower for reelection, saying that the Democratic platform's
civil rights plank was too weak. In 1958 he survived a determined
effort by the Tammany Hall machine to oust him in the Democratic
primary election.

In 1960, Powell forced Bayard Rustin to
resign from the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) by
threatening to discuss Rustin's "immoral" homosexuality in
Congress. He was concerned that questions about Rustin adversely
affected the reputation and effectiveness of the SCLC. In 1961,
after 15 years in Congress, Powell became chairman of the powerful
Education and Labor Committee. In this position he presided over
federal programs for minimum wage increases, education and training
for the deaf, vocational training and standards for wages and work
hours, as well as aid to elementary and secondary education. He
orchestrated passage of the backbone of President John Kennedy's
"New Frontier" legislation. He also was instrumental in the passage
of President Lyndon B. Johnson's "Great Society" social
programs.

Powell's committee passed
a record number of bills for a single session, a record which still
stands as of 2008. Powell steered some 50
bills through Congress. He passed legislation that made lynching a
federal crime, as well as bills that desegregated public schools
and the U.S. military. He challenged the Southern practice of
charging Blacks a poll tax to vote, and stopped racist congressmen
from saying the word "nigger" in sessions of Congress. By the
mid-1960s Powell was being increasingly criticized for
mismanagement of the committee budget, taking trips abroad at
public expense, including travel to his retreat on the Bahamian
isle of Bimini, and missing sittings of his committee. He was also
under attack in his district, where his refusal to pay a slander
judgment made him subject to arrest. He spent increasing amounts of
time in Florida.

Following allegations that Powell had
misappropriated Committee funds for his personal use and other
charges, in January 1967 the House Democratic Caucus stripped
Powell of his committee chairmanship. The full House refused to
seat him until completion of an investigation by the Judiciary
Committee. Powell urged his supporters to "keep the faith, baby"
while the investigation went on. On March 1 the House voted 307 to
116 to exclude him. Powell said "On this day, the day of March in
my opinion, the end of the United States of America as the land of
the free and the home of the brave." Powell won the special
election in April to fill the vacancy caused by his exclusion, but
did not take his seat.

He sued in Powell v. McCormack to retain his
seat. In June 1969 the Supreme Court ruled that the House had acted
unconstitutionally when it excluded Powell, a duly elected member.
He returned to the House, but without his seniority. Again his
absenteeism was increasingly noted. In June 1970 Powell was
defeated in the Democratic primary by Charles B. Rangel. In fall
1970, Powell failed to get on the ballot for the November election
as an Independent. He resigned as minister at the Abyssinian
Baptist Church and moved to Bimini. Rangel has continued to
represent the district, as of 2009.

 


Adam on
Television:

Powell was the subject of the 2002 cable
television film Keep the Faith, Baby, starring Harry Lennix as
Powell and Vanessa L. Williams as his second wife, jazz pianist
Hazel Scott. The film debuted on February 17, 2002 on premium cable
network Showtime and was a production of Showtime and Paramount
Network Television. It garnered three NAACP Image Award nominations
for Outstanding Television Movie, Outstanding Television Actor in a
TV Movie (Lennix) and Outstanding Television Actress in a TV Movie
(Williams). It won two NAMIC Vision Awards (cable executives) for
Best Drama and Best Actor (Lennix). Williams also earned a Best
Actress in a TV Movie Golden Satellite Award from the International
Press Association. The film was the brainchild of Adam Clayton
Powell IV and his campaign manager, Geoffrey L. Garfield. Powell,
IV and his half brother, Adam, III, were credited as Co-Producers
of the biopic.

 


Powell’s
Personal:

His first wife was nightclub entertainer
Isabelle Washington, sister of actress Fredi Washington. Her son
Preston, from a previous marriage, was adopted by Powell. Powell
and his second wife, the singer Hazel Scott, had a son, Adam
Clayton Powell III. Adam Clayton Powell III is Vice Provost for
Globalization at the University of Southern California and one of
the world's leading authorities on the use of the Internet for
journalists. He named his son Adam Clayton Powell IV. Powell and
his third wife, Puerto Rican Yvette Diago Powell, had a son Adam
Clayton Powell Diago. This son changed his name to Adam Clayton
Powell IV when he became a member of the New York State Assembly.
This caused confusion because his nephew, only 8 years younger than
he, already was named Adam Clayton Powell IV. A.C. Powell IV, the
politician, named his son Adam Clayton Powell V. He is a champion
swimmer at Columbia University in New York.

 


Adam’s
Death:

In April 1972, Powell became gravely ill and
was flown to a Miami hospital from his home in Bimini. He died
there on April 4, 1972 at the age of 63, from acute prostatitis,
according to contemporary newspaper accounts. A few days later, his
ashes were carried aloft by a plane and scattered over his beloved
Bimini.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Alex Haley

 


Place of Birth:

Haley was born to a Simon Alexander Haley
and Bertha Palmer in Ithaca, New York .

 


Haley’s
Occupation:

Writer, Novelist, Scriptwriter

 


Type of
Writing:

African American literature.

 


Haley’s
Contribution to society:

Books entitled
“Roots”, “The Saga of an American
Family”, and
“The Autobiography of Malcolm X
with Malcolm”. He changed the way people
understood slavery.

 


Haley’s Life Story:

Haley spent his first five years in Henning,
Tennessee with his two younger brothers. Haley's father was a
professor of agriculture who had served in World War I after
graduating from college. The younger Haley always spoke proudly of
his father and the incredible obstacles of racism he had overcome.
Alex Haley was first sent off to college at the age of 15. At the
age of seventeen he returned home to inform his father of his
withdrawal from Alcorn State University. Simon Haley felt that Alex
needed discipline and growth so convinced his son to enlist in the
military when he turned 18. On May 24, 1939, Alex Haley began his
20-year service with the Coast Guard.

He enlisted as a mess-boy and then became a
Petty Officer Third Class in the rate of Steward , one of the few
rates open to African Americans at that time. It was during his
service in the Pacific theater of operations that Haley taught
himself how to write stories. It is said that during his enlistment
he was often paid by other sailors to write love letters to their
girlfriends. He talked of how the greatest enemy he and his crew
faced during their long sea voyages wasn't the Japanese but
boredom.

He collected many
rejection slips over an eight-year period before
his first story was bought. After World
War II, Haley was able to petition the Coast Guard to allow him to
transfer into the field of journalism, and by 1949 he had become a
Petty Officer First Class in the rating of Journalist. He later
advanced to Chief Petty Officer and held this grade until his
retirement from the Coast Guard in 1959. He was the first Chief
Journalist in the Coast Guard.

 


Alex Haley's
Awards:

They include the American
Defense Service Medal, with "Sea" clasp, American Campaign Medal,
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal, World War II Victory Medal, Coast Guard Good
Conduct Medal, with 1 silver and 1 bronze service star, Korean
Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal, United Nations
Service Medal, and the Coast Guard Expert Marksmanship
Medal.

 


Haley’s
Death:

Alex Haley Died at age 70
in Seattle, Washington.
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Algernon Johnson
Cooper

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Cooper was born on May 30, 1944 in Mobile,
Alabama. His parents were Gladys Catherine Mouton Cooper and
Algernon Johnson Cooper, Sr., both graduates of Hampton University.
Cooper is a descendent of the Seminole Chief Osceola.

 


Cooper’s
Occupation:

Algernon is an attorney and founder of the
National Black Law Students Association, Inc. and the National
Conference of Black Mayors, Inc.,

 


Cooper’s
Family Story:

Cooper's father ran the family owned
Christian Burial Insurance Company. Cooper attended St. Peter
Claver Elementary School in Mobile and subsequently went on to the
Marmion Military Academy in Aurora, Illinois in 1958. Cooper was
the first African American student to ever attend Marmion. He
graduated in 1962 and followed his two older brothers to the
University of Notre Dame to continue his education. There, he
majored in Latin American history and earned his B.A. degree. In
1966, Cooper was accepted into New York University's Law School, at
a time where there were only nine African American students
enrolled out of six hundred. In the summer, Cooper worked as a
summer associate at the law firm of Strasser, Spiegelburg, Freid
& Frank. While at New York University Law School, Cooper
founded the National Black Law Students Association in 1967.

 


Cooper’s
Professional Story:

In late 1967, Cooper joined Senator Robert
F. Kennedy's U.S. Senate staff as an aide in New York. One year
later, Cooper joined Senator Kennedy's presidential campaign and
managed the Watts campaign headquarters and was with Kennedy when
he was assassinated. Cooper escorted Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin Mays to
the funeral ceremony at St. Patrick's Cathedral and then Cooper
escorted Mrs. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the funeral train from New
York to Washington, D.C. for the senator's burial at Arlington
Cemetery. After earning his law degree in 1969, Cooper moved to
Alabama and became a successful civil rights lawyer and litigator.
In 1972, Cooper ran and was elected mayor of Prichard, Alabama, a
city of some 50,000 citizens. He was the first African American to
defeat a white incumbent in the state of Alabama. As mayor, he
founded and served as the first president of the National
Conference of Black Mayors.

After serving two terms as mayor, Cooper
joined the staff of Moon Landrieu, the Secretary of the Department
of Housing and Urban Development, as Director of the Office of
Small and Disadvantaged Business. After that, he became executive
director of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation. Cooper
became a member of the professional staff of the House Ways and
Means Committee then subsequently, became the Chief of Staff and
Tax Counsel to Congressman Harold Ford, Sr. In 1988, Cooper left
the Hill and became a Partner at the Washington, D.C. firm of
Ginsburg, Feldman, and Bress, Chartered. Cooper's legal specialties
include litigation, legislative and administrative law, tax policy,
and finance.

 


Where is Cooper
Now?

Cooper is a member of the bars of Alabama
and the District of Columbia and currently resides in Atlanta,
Georgia.
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Alice Malsenior
Walker

 


Place and date of
Birth

Walker was born February 9, 1944 in
Eatonton, Georgia, the eighth child of sharecroppers. As well as
being black, her family has Cherokee, Scottish and Irish
lineage.

 


Alice’s
Occupation:

Alice Walker is an American author,
self-declared feminist, and womanist. Womanist is a term she
herself coined to make special distinction for the experiences of
women of color. She has written at length on issues of race and
gender, and is most famous for the critically acclaimed novel The
Color Purple, for which she won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.

 


Type of Writer:

African American literature, Novelist,
Poetry

 


Alice’s Contribution to
Society:

Walker was the first black
woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for
Fiction, and the National Book Award. Opening the door for other
women writers of color to walk through.

 


Alice’s
Life Story:

After high school, Walker
went to Spellman College in Atlanta on full scholarship in 1961 and
later transferred up north to Sarah Lawrence College near New York
City, graduating in 1965. Walker became interested in the U.S.
civil rights movement in part due to the influence of activist
Howard Zinn, who was one of her professors at Spellman College.
Continuing the activism that she participated in during her college
years, Walker returned to the South where
she became involved with voter registration drives, campaigns for
welfare rights, and children's programs in Mississippi.

In 1965, Walker met and
later married Mel Leventhal, a Jewish civil rights lawyer. They
were married on March 17, 1967 in New York City. Later
that year the couple relocated to Jackson,
Mississippi, becoming "the first legally married inter-racial
couple in Mississippi." This brought them a steady stream of
harassment and even murderous threats from the Ku Klux Klan. In
1969 the couple had a daughter, by the name of Rebecca. In 2008
Walker describes having her as "a living, breathing, mixed-race
embodiment of the new America that they were trying to forge".
However the couple divorced in 1976, and Walker would later become
estranged from her daughter. Her daughter later said she felt more
like "a political symbol... than a cherished daughter," and would
later publish a memoir entitled Black White and Jewish, chronicling
the effects of her parents' relationship on her
childhood.

 


Alice’s
Writing Career:

Walker's first book of poetry was written
while she was still a senior at Sarah Lawrence, and she took a
brief sabbatical from writing when she was in Mississippi working
in the civil rights movement. Walker resumed her writing career
when she joined Ms. magazine as an editor before moving to northern
California in the late 1970s. An article she published in 1975 was
largely responsible for the renewal of interest in the work of Zora
Neale Hurston, who was a large source of inspiration for Walker's
writing and subject matter. In 1973, Walker and fellow Hurston
scholar Charlotte D. Hunt discovered Hurston's unmarked grave in
Ft. Pierce, Florida. Both women paid for a modest headstone for the
gravesite.

In addition to her collected short stories
and poetry, Walker's first novel, The Third Life of Grange
Copeland, was published in 1970. In 1976, Walker's second novel,
Meridian, was published. The novel dealt with activist workers in
the South during the civil rights movement, and closely paralleled
some of Walker's own experiences.

In 1982, Walker would publish what has
become her best-known work, the novel The Color Purple. The story
of a young black woman fighting her way through not only racist
white culture but patriarchal black culture was a resounding
commercial success. The book became a bestseller and was
subsequently adapted into a critically acclaimed 1985 movie as well
as a 2005 Broadway musical play.

Walker has written several other novels,
including The Temple of My Familiar and Possessing the Secret of
Joy which featured several characters and descendants of characters
from The Color Purple and has published a number of collections of
short stories, poetry, and other published work.

Her works typically focus on the struggles
of blacks, particularly women, and their struggle against a racist,
sexist, and violent society. Her writings also focus on the role of
women of color in culture and history. Walker is a respected figure
in the liberal political community for her support of
unconventional and unpopular views as a matter of principle.
Additionally, Walker has published several short stories, including
the 1973 Everyday Use, in which she discusses feminism and racism
against blacks.

 


Alice
Walker’s Awards and other
recognitions

In 1983, The Color Purple
won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, making Walker the first black
woman to win, as well as the National Book Award. Walker also won
the 1986 O. Henry Award for her short story "Kindred Spirits",
published in Esquire magazine
in August of 1985. In 1997 she was honored by the
American Humanist Association as "Humanist of the Year". She has
also received a number of other awards for her body of work,
including: The Lillian Smith Award from the National Endowment for
the Arts, The Rosenthal Award from the National Institute of Arts
& Letters, The Radcliffe Institute Fellowship, the Merrill
Fellowship, and a Guggenheim Fellowship, The Front Page Award for
Best Magazine Criticism from the Newswoman's Club of New
York

On December 6, 2006, California Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger and First Lady Maria Shriver inducted Alice
Walker into the California Hall of Fame located at The California
Museum for History, Women, and the Arts.
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Allen Coage

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Allen was born on October 22, 1943 in New
York City, New York.

 


Allen’s
Occupation:

Allen is also known as Bad News Brown and
Bad News Allen. He was an American professional wrestler with the
WWF among many other companies. He was also the 1976 Olympic bronze
medal winner in judo, in the heavyweight division. He remains the
only American heavyweight to have won an Olympic medal in judo. The
first African American to win a judo competition in the
Olympics.

 


Allen’s
Early Judo and Wrestling Career:

Prior to his training as a wrestler, Coage
trained in judo for the better part of two decades, earning a spot
on the United States Olympic team at the Games in Montreal. He even
trained in Japan with judoka masters, living in near poverty and
continuing on solely for the love of his sport. After his bronze
medal victory, Coage attempted to open his own judo school. Later,
he decided to try his hand at professional wrestling. He began
training with Antonio Inoki around 1978.

After short stints with New Japan Pro
Wrestling and the then-World Wide Wrestling Federation, Bad News
Allen found a long-term home in Hart's Stampede Wrestling, centered
in Allen's adopted home city of Calgary. Allen remained with
Stampede from 1982 until 1988, with some tours of Australia and
Florida during that time, and had matches with wrestlers such as
the Dynamite Kid and Owen Hart. He often referred to himself in
interviews as "the Ultimate Warrior," a name that was later used
more famously by wrestler Jim Hellwig.

Allen returned to the World Wrestling
Federation in early 1988 as Bad News Brown, and it was during this
time that he achieved his greatest notoriety. While the roster was
mostly filled with ultra-virtuous babyfaces and cowardly and
monster heels, Bad News was something entirely different, a tough
loner who stood on his own and fought to his last breath. While
other heels had hitherto largely displayed some form of affinity to
one another, Bad News was reclusive, as such, he respected nobody
not even the other heels as he showed when abandoning his teams at
the Survivor Series of 1988 and 1989. Some memorable moments from
his WWF tenure included winning the battle royal at WrestleMania IV
by eliminating Bret Hart after a sneak attack, a brief feud with
then-champion Randy Savage in early 1989 which led to matches in
the main event, feuding with Roddy Piper, starting before the 1990
Royal Rumble and culminating at WrestleMania VI, and with Jake "The
Snake" Roberts, where Bad News had a sewer rat against Jake's
snake, and attacking WWF President Jack Tunney on The Brother Love
Show. Bad News also had a brief run challenging Hulk Hogan for the
WWF Championship. Bad News eventually left the WWF after SummerSlam
1990 due to, as he claimed, Vince McMahon's failure to live up to
his promises, as McMahon had originally promised to make him the
company's first black champion.

As written in the autobiography of the
Dynamite Kid, his well known toughness was accentuated in a
confrontation involving André the Giant, who had made a racist
comment on a tour bus for New Japan Pro Wrestling. Coage overheard
it and made the driver stop the bus, walking off and yelling at the
Giant to get off and fight him one on one. In one of the few times
anyone can remember him backing down from someone, André did not
move from his seat and later apologized for the remark.

Coage continued to work in independent
promotions for several more years, including Japan's shoot
wrestling UWFi promotion. Coage retired in 1998 due to knee damage.
He continued occasionally working independent shows for friends
while living in Calgary with his wife, and had considered starting
a promotion himself. Additionally, he taught wrestling, and worked
as a mall security officer in Airdrie, Alberta.

 


Allen’s
Death:

Coage died on the morning of March 6, 2007
in his hometown of Calgary at Rockyview Hospital, having been
rushed to the hospital after complaining of chest pains. He died
minutes later of a heart attack.
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Althea Gibson

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Althea was born in Silver South Carolina on
August 25, 1927. Gibson was the daughter of sharecroppers and was
raised in Harlem, New York City.

 


Althea’s
Occupation:

Althea was an American sportswoman who
became the first African-American woman to be a competitor on the
world tennis tour and the first to win a Grand Slam title in 1956.
She is sometimes referred to as "the Jackie Robinson of tennis" for
breaking the "color barrier." Gibson was a member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc.

 


Althea’s
Life Story:

Even though Althea and her family were on
welfare, she had trouble in school, and had ran away from home
quite frequently, Althea excelled in horsemanship but also competed
in golf, basketball, and table tennis. Her talent for, and love of
table tennis led her to win tournaments sponsored by the Police
Athletic League and the New York City Department of Parks and
Recreation. Musician Buddy Walker noticed her playing table tennis
and introduced her to tennis at the Harlem River Tennis Courts. Dr.
Walter Johnson, a Lynchburg, Virginia, physician who was active in
the black tennis community, helped with her training.

With the assistance of a sponsor, Gibson
moved to Wilmington, North Carolina in 1946 for tennis training,
and in 1947 at the age of 20, she won the first of 10 consecutive
national championships run by the American Tennis Association, then
governing body for black tournaments. Forced to play in what was
basically a segregated sport, at age 23 Gibson was finally given
the opportunity to participate in the 1950 U.S.

Championships after Alice Marble had written
an editorial for the July 1, 1950, edition of American Lawn Tennis
Magazine. Marble said, "Miss Gibson is over a very cunningly
wrought barrel, and I can only hope to loosen a few of its staves
with one lone opinion. If tennis is a game for ladies and
gentlemen, it's also time we acted a little more like gentlepeople
and less like sanctimonious hypocrites.

If Althea Gibson represents a challenge to
the present crop of women players, it's only fair that they should
meet that challenge on the courts." Marble said that if Gibson were
not given the opportunity to compete, "then there is an
ineradicable mark against a game to which I have devoted most of my
life, and I would be bitterly ashamed." Gibson continued to improve
her tennis game while pursuing an education. In 1953, she graduated
from Florida A&M University on a tennis and basketball
scholarship and moved to Jefferson City, Missouri to work as an
athletic instructor at Lincoln University.

Gibson was now able to compete against the
best players from around the world because the color barrier had
been broken. Gibson's game improved to where she won the 1955
Italian Championships. The following year, she won her first Grand
Slam titles, capturing the French Championships in singles and in
doubles with her partner, Jewish Englishwoman Angela Buxton. Buxton
had run into discrimination from other players and the tennis
establishment along the same lines as those experienced by Gibson,
so the two joined forces and achieved great success. Buxton was the
first Jewish champion at Wimbledon, and Gibson was the first
champion of African descent. An English newspaper reported their
victory at Wimbledon under the headline "Minorities Win."

She followed up by becoming the first black
person to win a title at Wimbledon, again capturing the doubles
title with Buxton. At the U.S. Championships that year, she reached
the singles final where she lost to Shirley Fry Irvin. In 1957,
Gibson lost in the singles final of the Australian Championships,
again to Irvin. The two women, however, teamed to capture the
doubles title, as Buxton had retired prematurely at the age of 22
due to a serious hand injury. At Wimbledon, Gibson won her first of
two consecutive singles championships and, upon returning to the
United States, was given a ticker tape parade in New York City and
an official welcome at New York City Hall. She responded by winning
the U.S. Championships. For her accomplishments that year, Gibson
earned the No. 1 ranking in the world and was named the Associated
Press Female Athlete of the Year.

In 1958, after successfully defending her
Wimbledon singles title and winning her third consecutive Wimbledon
women's doubles title, Gibson again won the singles title at the
U.S. Championships. She was named the Associated Press Female
Athlete of the Year for the second consecutive year. That year,
Gibson retired from amateur tennis. Before the open era began,
there was no prize money, other than an expense allowance, and no
endorsement deals. To begin earning prize money, tennis players had
to give up their amateur status. As there was no professional tour
for women, Gibson was limited to playing in a series of exhibition
tours.

According to Lance Tingay of The Daily
Telegraph and the Daily Mail, Gibson was ranked in the world top
ten from 1956 through 1958, reaching a career high of World No. 1
in those rankings in 1957 and 1958. Gibson was included in the
year-end top ten rankings issued by the United States Tennis
Association in 1952 and 1953 and from 1955 through 1958. She was
the top ranked U.S. player in 1957 and 1958. In 1958, she appeared
as the celebrity challenger on the TV panel show "What's My
Line?".

In retirement, Gibson wrote her
autobiography and in 1959 recorded an album, Althea Gibson Sings,
as well as appearing in the motion picture, The Horse Soldiers. In
1964, she became the first African-American woman to play in the
Ladies Professional Golf Association. However, she was too old to
be successful and only played for a few years.

In 1971, Gibson was
inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame, and in 1975,
she was appointed the New Jersey state commissioner of athletics.
After 10 years on the job, she went on to work in other public
service positions, including serving on the governor's council on
physical fitness. In later years, she suffered two cerebral
aneurysms and a stroke. Tennis players made no money in the 1950s,
and Gibson’s finances worsened over the
years. In 1992, she suffered a stroke. A few years later, Gibson
called Buxton and told her she was on the brink of suicide. Gibson
was living on welfare and unable to pay for rent or medication.
Buxton arranged for a letter to appear in a tennis magazine. Buxton
told Gibson nothing about the letter, but Gibson figured it out
when her mailbox started to bulge with envelopes full of checks
from around the world. In total, nearly US$1 million came
in.

 


Gibson’s
Death:

In 2003, at the age of 76,
Gibson died in East Orange, New Jersey due to respiratory failure
and was interred there in the Rosedale Cemetery. On the opening
night of the 2007 US Open, the 50th anniversary of Gibson's victory
at the U.S. Championships in 1957, now the US Open, Gibson was
inducted into US Open Court of Champions. She is a 2009 inductee of
the New Jersey Hall of Fame.
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Andrew Jackson
Beard

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Andrew Jackson Beard was born in Alabama in
1849 at Woodland, near Mount Pinson in Jefferson County. Beard was
born into slavery before the Civil War to Milton Beard and Creasey
Tatum, slaves in a plantation owned by the Beards, from whom they
took the surname.

 


Andrew’s
Occupation:

Andrew was an African American inventor.
Andrew was a man of many talents, in his 72 years of life, he was a
carpenter, blacksmith, real estate capitalist, railroad worker,
mechanic, and inventor.

 


Andrew’s
Life Story:

He was emancipated at the age of 14 by
presidential proclamation, but remained on the farm until he was
about 18. Though he could not read or write, his mechanical
abilities and inventiveness became well known through his
employment as a carpenter, blacksmith and railroad worker. Through
his labors as a sharecropper, Beard was able to acquire an 80-acre
farm near Center Point where he and his wife, Edie, raised three
sons, John, Jack and Andrew, Jr. Andrew, Jr. died soon after
finishing school. Beard also lent his name to the four children of
a tenant family on the plantation headed by Hattie Horton Arthur,
Luther, William and Mamie. He constructed a small building which
served as church and school for families in the community.

While still working a farm, Beard built his
own flour mill. He received his first patent, for a plow, in 1881,
and sold the rights for $4,000 in 1884. He patented another
improved plow design in 1887 and sold it for $5,200. He invested
his profits into a real estate business and moved to Woodlawn, and
then to East Lake during its early development, and later returned
to Mount Pinson. In the 1890s Beard took a job with the Alabama and
Chattanooga Railroad, part of the Georgia Pacific system. With the
help of Mel Drennen, he applied for and received a patent for an
improved rotary engine with a better system for balancing internal
pressure.

Frequent brutal accidents involving botched
car couplings cost the limbs of numerous fellow railroad workers.
Beard was motivated to create a means of automating the process to
pull the workers out of harm's way.

Several years later he submitted a patent
for a "Jenny Coupler" which greatly simplified the process,
eliminating the need for a worker to stand between uncoupled cars.
He built a wooden model to demonstrate the invention, which was
displayed at a convention of the Master Car Builder's Association
in Atlantic City, New Jersey. Based on the direct applicability of
his life-saving design, Beard was made an honorary member of that
association. Beard's attempts to perfect and market his inventions
were supported by several Birmingham investors. His several patents
for improved couplings were approved between 1897 and 1905. He
founded the Beard Automatic Coupler Company and later sold the
rights to the coupler to a New York company for $50,000. Further
royalties were calculated to have made Beard the first black
millionaire in Jefferson County. He invested in real estate and in
a popular jitney service which ran out of an office on the 200
block of 18th Street North.

Nevertheless, Beard suffered his share of
business failures and declining health. In his later years,
virtually paralyzed, he lived with his foster daughter, Mamie, in
Woodlawn. He was admitted to the Jefferson County Alms House on
11th Avenue North and 54th Street soon before he died. His funeral
was held at Jackson Street Baptist Church and his remains lie in an
unmarked grave in Woodlawn Cemetery.

 


Andrew’s
Awards:

Beard was inducted into the National
Inventors Hall of Fame in Akron, Ohio for his contributions to rail
transport coupler design. This was his most noted invention.
Beard's design, documented in U.S. Patent 594,059 , awarded
November 23, 1897, is sometimes cited as the first successful
"knuckle" type coupler, but his design is an improvement on an
earlier patent (U.S. Patent 138,405 ) awarded to Eli H. Janney
in 1873.

Andrew’s
Patents

1. Beard, Andrew J. (June 12, 1890) "Rotary
engine" Patent application. Patent No.

433,847 granted August 5, 1890

2. Beard, Andrew (May 8, 1901) "Rotary
engine" Patent application. Patent No. 462,614

granted November 3, 1891

3. Beard, Andrew J. (January 25, 1892)
"Rotary engine" Patent application. Patent No.

478,271 granted July 5, 1892

4. Beard, Andrew Jackson (September 20,
1897) "Car-coupling" Patent application.

Patent No. 594,059 granted November 23,
1897

5. Beard, Andrew Jackson (March 4, 1899)
"Car-coupling" Patent application. Patent No.

624,901 granted May 16, 1899

6. Beard, Andrew Jackson (October 24, 1900)
"Automatic car-coupling" Patent

application. Patent No. 675,346 granted May
29, 1901

7. Beard, Andrew Jackson (September 2, 1903)
"Automatic car-coupling" Patent

application. Patent No. 761,056 granted May
31, 1904

8. Beard, Andrew Jackson (May 16, 1904)
"Automatic car-coupling" Patent application.

Patent No. 807,430 granted December 8,
1905.

 


Andrew’s
Death:

Andrew died May 10, 1921 at the Jefferson
County Alms House.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Anita DeFrantz

 


Date of Birth:

Anita was born in 1952.

 


Anita’s
Occupation:

Olympic bronze medalist, First woman to
represent the U.S. on the International Olympic Committee. A
descendant of slaves, the great-granddaughter of a Louisiana
plantation owner and one of his female servants, Anita DeFrantz
rose from humble beginnings to become one of the most powerful
women in the Olympic sports movement. In 1986, the International
Olympic Committee appointed DeFrantz to lifetime membership in the
organization. The fifth woman ever named to hold a seat on the 93
member IOC, DeFrantz is both the first African-American and the
first American woman to serve on the committee. She became the
first female vice-president of the IOC executive committee in
1997.

DeFrantz might never have ascended to such
heights were it not for a chance encounter during her sophomore
year at Connecticut College in 1973. DeFrantz, whose high school in
Indianapolis offered no team sports for girls, was attending
college on an academic scholarship. One day, as she was walking
across campus, she noticed a man carrying a long, thin boat and
stopped to ask him what it was. The boat was actually a rowing
shell and the man was rowing coach Bart Gulong. He encouraged the
5'11" DeFrantz to give the sport a try. Three years later, DeFrantz
won the bronze medal in women's eight the first women's rowing
event ever contested at the Games as captain of the U.S. rowing
team at the 1976 Montreal Games.

After graduating from the University of
Pennsylvania Law School and passing the bar exam in Pennsylvania,
DeFrantz began training for shot at a gold medal at the 1980 Games.
When then U.S. President Jimmy Carter decided to boycott the Moscow
Games, DeFrantz was one of the few athletes to protest publicly.
She led a group that filed an ultimately unsuccessful lawsuit
against the U.S. Olympic Committee which sought to force the
committee to overturn its decision and send a team to Moscow.
DeFrantz received the Olympic Order medal from the IOC for her
efforts.

As vice president of the 1984 Los Angeles
Games Organizing Committee, DeFrantz helped transform the Olympic
movement. She was instrumental in convincing 43 African nations not
to boycott those Games when South African runner Zola Budd was
allowed to compete in the Games for Great Britain. Only Ethiopia,
an ally of the boycotting Soviet Union, refused. In 1992, Defrantz
became chair of the IOC's Committee on Women and Sports and played
a key role in getting women's soccer and softball added to the
Atlanta Games as medal sports in 1996. As the Olympic movement
forges into the next century,. DeFrantz is considered a potential
president of the IOC.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Anna J. Cooper

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Cooper was born in Raleigh, North Carolina,
in 1858 to Hannah Stanley Haywood, an enslaved woman in the home of
prominent Wake County landowner George Washington Haywood. Haywood
is widely believed by historians to be the biological father of
Stanley's 7 daughters. Cooper had two older brothers named Andrew
J. Haywood and Rufus Haywood.

 


Cooper’s
Occupation:

Cooper was an author, educator and one of
the most important African American scholars in United States
history. Upon receiving a Ph. D in history from the University of
Paris-Sorbonne in 1924, Cooper became the fourth African American
woman to earn a doctorate degree. She was also a prominent member
of Washington, DC's African American community.

 


Cooper’s
Early Life:

In 1868 when she was around nine years old,
Cooper received a scholarship to attend school at the newly opened
Saint Augustine's Normal School and Collegiate Institute, founded
by the local Episcopal Diocese for the purpose of training teachers
to educate former slaves and their families. During her fourteen
years at St. Augustine's, she distinguished herself as a bright and
ambitious student, who showed equal dexterity with both liberal
arts and analytical disciplines like math and science. During this
period, St. Augustine's pedagogical emphasis was on training young
men for the ministry, and preparing ambitious men for additional
training at four-year universities. The school had a special track
reserved for women dubbed the "Ladies' Course," and the
administration actively discouraged women from pursuing higher
level courses. Cooper fought for her right to take courses, such as
Greek, which were reserved for men by demonstrating her scholastic
ability.

 


Cooper as an
Author:

During her years as teacher and principal at
M Street, Cooper completed her first book, A Voice from the South:
By A Woman from the South, published in 1892. Perhaps her most
well-known volume of writing, A Voice from the South is widely
viewed as one of the first articulations of Black Feminism. The
book advanced a vision of self-determination through education and
social uplift for African American women. Its central thesis was
that the educational, moral, and spiritual progress of Black women
would improve the general standing of the entire African American
community. Cooper advanced the view that it was the duty of
educated and successful Black women to support their
underprivileged peers in achieving their goals. The essays in A
Voice from the South also touched on a variety of topics, from
racism and the socioeconomic realities of Black families to the
administration of the Episcopal Church.

 


Cooper’s
Later Years:

In 1914, Cooper began courses for her
doctoral degree at Columbia University in New York, but she was
forced to interrupt her studies in 1915 when she adopted the five
children of her late half-brother upon their mother's passing.
Later on she was able to transfer her credits to the University of
Paris-Sorbonne, and over the course of a decade was able to
research and compose her dissertation, completing her coursework in
1924. Cooper defended her thesis The Attitude of France on the
Question of Slavery Between 1789 and 1848 in 1925. At the age of
sixty-five, Cooper became the fourth Black woman in American
history to earn a Doctorate of Philosophy degree.

 


Cooper’s
Death:

On February 27, 1964, Cooper died in
Washington, DC at the age of 105. Her memorial was held in chapel
on the campus of Saint Augustine's College, where her academic
career began. She was buried alongside her husband at the City
Cemetery in Raleigh. Page 26 & 27 of every new United States
passport contains the following quote: "The cause of freedom is not
the cause of a race or a sect, a party or a class, it is the cause
of humankind, the very birthright of humanity." - Anna Julia
Cooper
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Arnette Rhinehart
Hubbard

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Arnette Rhinehart Hubbard was born on
January 11 in Stephens, Arkansas.

 


Arnette’s
Occupation:

Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law, 1969-72. Lawyer, private practice, 1972-97. Chicago Cable
Commission, 1985-89. Chicago Board of Election Commissioners,
1989-97, and Circuit Court Judge 1997- present.

 


Arnette’s
Educational Background:

Arnette attended Southern Illinois
University at Carbondale and got her B.S.. She also attended the
John Marshall Law School, and got her J.D. degree in 1969.

 


Arnette’s Life's Work:

Arnette Hubbard has been a pioneer for black
women in the legal field. She became a lawyer at a time when very
few women, and even fewer black women, were pursuing law degrees.
Hubbard spent 28 years working as a lawyer before becoming a
Circuit Court Judge. She is also an active member of numerous
professional organizations. Most notably, Hubbard was the first
female president of the National Bar Association, the largest
organization of black lawyers and judges. In addition to these
responsibilities, Hubbard has been a passionate and outspoken
proponent of civil rights, particularly voting rights.

 


Arnette’s
Life Story:

As a child she enjoyed reading and playing
outside on her grandparents' farm. In high school Hubbard was
interested in law, but she decided to pursue math and chemistry in
college. She graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree from
Southern Illinois University at Carbondale and then she decided to
go to law school. Hubbard graduated from John Marshall Law School
in 1969 and passed the bar exam on her first try. Hubbard then
practiced law from 1969 until she became a judge in 1997. Her first
job was as a staff attorney for the Lawyers Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law. Then in 1972 she went into private practice.

Hubbard established her career and her
family at the same time. In fact, she gave birth to her son,
Gregory Hubbard, the same week that she graduated from law school.
"Getting through those times was easier because I had so many
mothers," Hubbard told Kia Buckner Lawton of Sister 2 Sister
magazine in May of 2000. "My mother-in-law, my mother, and other
women who had children all helped out. Mothering got me over." In
addition to being a mother and a lawyer, Hubbard also actively
participated in numerous professional associations and boards of
directors. Hubbard credits her support network for helping her
through this hectic period. "You get help in achieving your
specific objective, as well as information that helps you stay on
balance" from women's networks, Hubbard told Lynn Norment of Ebony
magazine in June of 1996. Norment, who was researching black
women's friendship networks, explained that "from ancient African
societies to the Sisterhoods that sustained slave communities to
the women's networks of the 90s, Black women have always depended
on one another for emotional support and stability."

Hubbard began practicing law at a time when
women were only beginning to assert themselves in that field.
According to the American Bar Association, women accounted for only
three percent of all lawyers in the nation in 1971. However, the
rebirth of the women's rights movement in the 1970s opened many
doors for women in the legal field. By 1998 women comprised 24
percent of the nation's lawyers. Hubbard took advantage of the new
opportunities opening up for her. For example, she became the first
woman president of the Cook County Bar Association.

In 1981 Hubbard broke another barrier when
she became the first woman president of the National Bar
Association, the country's largest group of African American
lawyers and judges. Twelve African-American legal professionals
formed the National Bar Association in 1925, a time when there were
fewer than 1,000 African-American lawyers in the country. According
to the organization's web site, the National Bar Association
strives " to promote professional and social intercourse among the
members of the American and the international bars; to promote
legislation that will improve the economic condition of all
American citizens, regardless of race, sex or creed in their
efforts to secure a free and untrammeled use of the franchise
guaranteed by the constitution of the United States; and to protect
the civil and political rights of the citizens and residents of the
United States."

Despite her success at breaking barriers,
Hubbard acknowledges that she still experienced sexual harassment
and discrimination while pursuing her career. "There has not been a
time in my life since puberty when I have not been sexually
harassed," Hubbard told Lynn Norment of Ebony magazine in January
of 1992. "Regardless of whether you are a Ph.D., an M.D., an
attorney or a secretary, women in all fields have been, and are
being, sexually harassed." Throughout her career Hubbard has
continually been an advocate of civil rights and has worked as a
supporter of the voting process both here in the United States and
abroad.

Hubbard served on the three-member Chicago
Board of Election Commissioners beginning in 1989. In 1992 she
became the first black commissioner elected president of the
Association of Election Commissioners of Illinois. In 1994 the
National Bar Association was the only bar group that was sanctioned
by the International Elections Committee to participate in an
American delegation observing the first post-apartheid democratic
election conducted in South Africa. Hubbard was one of the National
Bar Association representatives who traveled to South Africa. She
was overwhelmed by the experience of witnessing people standing in
line for hours simply to exercise their right to vote.

Hubbard has used her stories of this
historic occasion in South Africa to encourage Americans to
register to vote and to appreciate their right to exercise this
freedom. Hubbard also served as a member of the United States
Presidential Observer Delegation to the historic parliamentary and
local elections in Haiti. Additionally she served on the Election
Authority Advisory Committee of the State Board of Elections of the
State of Illinois, as well as the executive committee of the
International Association of Clerks, Recorders, Election Officials,
and Treasurers.

In 1997 Hubbard began a six-year term as a
Circuit Court judge. She began her term in the First Municipal
District, but in 2001 Cook County Chief Judge Timothy C. Evans
assigned her to the Law Jury Section of the Law Division. Hubbard
shared her philosophy about being a judge to Kia Buckner-Lawton of
Sister 2 Sister magazine, "I try to understand that I may or may
not affect the views of others. But what I do, I do with respect
and kindness," Hubbard explained. "I disagree without being
disagreeable. I remember my purpose." Hubbard also recounted that
her most memorable moment as a judge came when she swore in the
first African-American County Board president of Cook County, John
H. Stroger, Jr., a man she greatly admired.

 


Hubbard's
Accomplishments:

Hubbard's accomplishments in the legal field
and her advocacy for voting rights have not gone unnoticed by her
peers. Hubbard has received the Clarence Darrow Award in
recognition for her contributions to social justice. In 2000 she
received the Obelisk Award for education and community service.
Additionally, in 2001 she became the first woman inducted into the
Scroll of Distinguished Women Lawyers by the National Bar
Association in commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of her
presidency of that organization.
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Arthur Robert Ashe

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Ashe was born on
July 10, 1943 in Richmond, Virginia.

 


Robert’s
Occupation:

Arthur was a professional tennis player.
During his career, he won three Grand Slam titles, putting him
among the best ever from the U.S. Ashe, an African American, is
also remembered for his efforts to further social causes.

 


Robert’s
Early Life and Tennis Career:

Ashe was coached by Ronald Charity and later
coached by Walter Johnson. Tired of having to travel great
distances to play Caucasian youths in segregated Richmond,
Virginia, Ashe accepted an offer from a Saint Louis, Missouri
tennis official to move there and attend Sumner High School. Young
Ashe was recognized by Sports Illustrated for his playing. Ashe was
awarded a tennis scholarship to the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA) in 1963. That same year, Ashe became the first
African American ever selected to the United States Davis Cup team.
In 1965, Ashe won the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) singles title and contributed to UCLA's winning the team
NCAA tennis championship. While at UCLA, Ashe was initiated as a
member of the Upsilon chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity.

In 1968, Ashe won the United States Amateur
Championships and the inaugural US Open and aided the U.S Davis Cup
team to victory. He is the only player to have won both of these
amateur and open national championships in the same year. Concerned
that tennis professionals were not receiving winnings commensurate
with the sport's growing popularity, Ashe supported formation of
the Association of Tennis Professionals. That year would prove even
more momentous for Ashe when he was denied a visa by the South
African government, thereby keeping him out of the South African
Open. Ashe used this denial to publicize South Africa's apartheid
policies. In the media, Ashe called for South Africa to be expelled
from the professional tennis circuit.

In 1969, Ashe turned professional. In 1970,
Ashe won his second Grand Slam singles title at the Australian
Open. In 1975, Ashe won Wimbledon, unexpectedly defeating Jimmy
Connors in the final. He played for several more years, but after
being slowed by heart surgery in 1979, Ashe retired in 1980. Ashe
remains the only African American player ever to win the men's
singles at Wimbledon, the US Open, or Australian Open. He is one of
only two men of black African ancestry to win a Grand Slam singles
title the other being France's Yannick Noah, who won the French
Open in 1983. In his 1979 autobiography, Jack Kramer, the long-time
tennis promoter and great player himself, ranked Ashe as one of the
21 best players of all time.

 


Ashe After
Tennis:

After his retirement, Ashe took on many new
tasks, including writing for Time magazine, commentating for ABC
Sports, founding the National Junior Tennis League, and serving as
captain of the U.S. Davis Cup team. In 1983, Ashe underwent a
second heart surgery. He was elected to the International Tennis
Hall of Fame in 1985. He also founded the Arthur Ashe Foundation
for the Defeat of AIDS.

 


Ashe’s
Personal Life:

Ashe served in the U.S.
Army from 1966–68, reaching the rank of second
lieutenant. On February 20, 1977, Ashe married Jeanne Moutoussamy,
a photographer he had met four months earlier. Andrew Young, the
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, performed the ceremony at
the U.N. chapel in New York. Arthur and Jeanne adopted one child
together, a daughter, who was born on December 21, 1986. She was
named Camera after her mother's profession. Camera was only six
years old when her father died.

In 1979, Ashe suffered a heart attack, an
event that surprised the public in view of his high level of
fitness as an athlete. His condition drew attention to the
hereditary aspect of heart disease. Ashe underwent a quadruple
coronary-bypass operation, performed by Dr. John Hutchinson on
December 13, 1979. Ashe reported that Dr. Hutchinson removed veins
from his legs and implanted them in his chest to take over the
functions of his clogged arteries. A few months after the
operation, Ashe was on the verge of making his return to
professional tennis. While on a family trip in Cairo, Egypt, Ashe
saw his dreams of returning quickly fade away. He was running one
afternoon when chest pain struck again. Ashe stopped running and
returned to see physician and close friend Douglas Stein, who had
accompanied the family on the trip. Stein urged Ashe to return to
New York City so he could be close to his cardiologist and
surgeon.

In 1988, Ashe discovered he had contracted
HIV during the blood transfusions he had received during one of his
two heart surgeries. He and his wife kept his illness private until
April 8, 1992, when reports that the newspaper USA Today was about
to publish a story about his condition forced him to make a public
announcement that he had the disease. In the last year of his life,
Ashe did much to call attention to AIDS sufferers worldwide. Two
months before his death, he founded the Arthur Ashe Institute for
Urban Health to help address issues of inadequate health care
delivery and was named Sports Illustrated magazine's Sportsman of
the Year. He also spent much of the last years of his life writing
his memoir Days of Grace, finishing the manuscript less than a week
before his death.

 


Ashe as a Civil Rights
Leader:

Arthur, the first African-American male to
win a Grand Slam event, was an active civil rights supporter. He
was a member of a delegation of 31 prominent African-Americans who
visited South Africa to observe political change in the country as
it approached racial integration. He was arrested on January 11,
1985, for protesting outside the South African embassy in
Washington, D.C. during an anti-apartheid rally. He was also
arrested again on September 9, 1992, outside the White House for
protesting on the recent crackdown on Haitian refugees.

 


Honoring Ashe:

After Ashe's death, his body lay in State at
the Governor's Mansion in his home state of Virginia. The last time
this was done was for Stonewall Jackson of the Confederate Army
during the Civil War. The city of Richmond posthumously honored
Ashe's life with a statue on Monument Avenue, a place that was
traditionally reserved for statues of key figures of the
Confederacy. This decision led to some controversy in a city that
was the capital of the Confederate States during the American Civil
War.

The main stadium at the USTA National Tennis
Center in Flushing Meadows Park, where the US Open is played, is
named Arthur Ashe Stadium in his honor. This is also the home of
the annual Arthur Ashe Kids Day. In 2002, Arthur's achievement at
Wimbledon in 1975 was voted 95th in Channel 4's 100 Greatest
Sporting Moments. In 2005, the United States Postal Service
announced the release of an Arthur Ashe commemorative postal stamp,
the first stamp ever to feature the cover of a Sports Illustrated
magazine.

Also in 2005, TENNIS Magazine put him in
30th place in its list of 40 Greatest Players of the TENNIS
era.

His wife wrote a book, Daddy and Me, a
photographic journey told from the perspective of his young
daughter. Another book, Arthur Ashe and Me, also gives young
readers a chance to learn about his life. ESPN's annual sports
awards, the ESPY Awards, hands out the Arthur Ashe for Courage
Award to a member of the sports world who best exhibits courage in
the face of adversity.

Philadelphia's Arthur Ashe Youth Tennis and
Education Center and Richmond's Arthur Ashe, Jr. Athletic Center
are named for Ashe. The Arthur Ashe Student Health and Wellness
Center at Ashe's alma mater, UCLA, is named for him. The center
opened in 1997.

In Henrico County, Virginia, adjacent to
Richmond, an elementary school in his honor was opened in the fall
of 1994 as Henrico County's first volunteer uniform school, with
grades kindergarten through five, a PEDD program, and a Head Start
program.

 


Ashes Death:

Ashe died on February 6,
1993 at the age of 49 in New York
City, New York from the HIV virus. Ashe died from complications
from AIDS. Ashe had toxoplasmosis, an infection related to AIDS.
Whether this contributed to his death is unknown.
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Asa Philip
Randolph

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Randolph was born April 15, 1889, in
Crescent City, Florida, the second son of the Rev. James William
Randolph, a tailor and ordained minister in the African Methodist
Episcopal Church, and Elizabeth Robinson Randolph, a skilled
seamstress.

 


Philip’s
Occupation:

Randolph was a prominent twentieth-century
African-American civil rights leader and the founder of the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, a landmark for labor and
particularly for African-American labor organizing.



Philip’s
Life Story:

In 1891 the family moved to Jacksonville,
Florida, which had a thriving, well-established African American
community. From his father, Randolph learned that color was less
important than a person's character and conduct. From his mother,
he learned the importance of education and of defending oneself
physically, if necessary. Randolph remembered vividly the night his
mother sat in the front room of their house with a loaded shotgun
across her lap, while his father tucked a pistol under his coat and
went off to prevent a mob from lynching a man in the local county
jail.

Asa and his brother, James, were superior
students. They attended the Cookman Institute in East Jacksonville,
for years the only academic high school for African Americans in
Florida. Asa excelled in literature, drama and public speaking; he
also starred on the school's baseball team, sang solos with its
choir and was valedictorian of the 1907 graduating class. After
graduation, Randolph worked odd jobs and devoted his time to
singing, acting and reading. W. E. B. Du Bois' The Souls of Black
Folk convinced him that the fight for social equality was more
important than almost anything else. He moved to New York City in
1911 to become an actor but gave up after failing to win his
parents' approval.

Columbia University student Chandler Owen
shared Randolph's intellectual interests and became his close
collaborator.

In 1914 Randolph courted and married Mrs.
Lucille E. Green, a widow, Howard University graduate and
entrepreneur who shared his socialist politics and earned enough
money to support them both. The couple had no children. Shortly
after Randolph's marriage, he helped organize the Shakespearean
Society in Harlem and played the roles of Hamlet, Othello, and
Romeo, among others. At the age of 21, Randolph joined the
Socialist party of Eugene V. Debs. In response to increasing
segregation and discrimination against blacks, Randolph shunned
moderate reform and racial integration, as advocated by W. E. B. Du
Bois, and emphasized instead socialism and trade unionism. In 1917
Randolph founded and co-edited the Messenger, a radical monthly
magazine, which campaigned against lynching, opposed U.S.
participation in World War I, urged African Americans to resist
being drafted to fight for a segregated society, and recommended
that they join radical unions.

Randolph had some experience in labor
organization, having organized a union of elevator operators in New
York City in 1917. In 1925 Randolph organized the Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters. This was the first serious effort to form a
labor institution for the employees of the Pullman Company, which
was a major employer of African-Americans. With amendments to the
Railway Labor Act in 1934, porters were granted rights under
federal law, and membership in the Brotherhood jumped to more than
7,000. After years of bitter struggle, the Pullman Company finally
began to negotiate with the Brotherhood in 1935, and agreed to a
contract with them in 1937, winning $2,000,000 in pay increases for
employees, a shorter workweek, and overtime pay. Randolph
maintained the Brotherhood's affiliation with the American
Federation of Labor through the 1955 AFL-CIO merger.

Randolph emerged as one of the most visible
spokesmen for African-American civil rights. In 1941, he, Bayard
Rustin, and A. J. Muste proposed a march on Washington to protest
racial discrimination in war industries and to propose the
desegregation of the American Armed forces. The march was cancelled
after President of the United States Franklin D. Roosevelt issued
Executive Order 8802, or the Fair Employment Act. Some militants
felt betrayed by the cancellation because Roosevelt's pronouncement
only pertained to banning discrimination within industries and not
the armed forces, however the Fair Employment Act is generally
perceived as a success for African American rights. In 1942, an
estimated 18,000 blacks gathered at Madison Square Garden to hear
Randolph kick off a campaign against discrimination in the
military, in war industries, in government agencies, and in labor
union.

An example of the success this act induced
is in the Philadelphia Transit Strike of 1944 where the government
backed African American workers against White labor. In 1947,
Randolph, along with colleague Grant Reynolds, formed the Committee
Against Jim Crow in Military Service, later renamed the League for
Non-Violent Civil Disobedience. President Harry S. Truman abolished
racial segregation in the armed forces through Executive Order 9981
on July 26, 1948.

Randolph was also notable in his support for
restrictions on immigration. In 1950, along with Roy Wilkins,
Executive Secretary of the NAACP, and Arnold Aronson, a leader of
the National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council, Randolph
founded the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights (LCCR). LCCR has
since become the nation's premier civil rights coalition, and has
coordinated the national legislative campaign on behalf of every
major civil rights law since 1957. Randolph was also responsible
for the organization of the March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom on August 28, 1963 with the help of Rustin and Martin
Luther King, Jr.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is often
attributed in part to the success of the March on Washington, where
Black and White Americans stood united and witnessed King's 'I have
a dream speech'. As the U.S. civil rights movement gained momentum
in the early 1960s and came to the forefront of the nation's
consciousness, his rich baritone voice was often heard on
television news programs addressing the nation on behalf of
African-Americans engaged in the struggle for voting rights and an
end to discrimination in public accommodations. He was also an
active participant in many other organizations and causes,
including the Workmen's Circle and others. Randolph is a member of
the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc.

 


Philip’s
Honors and Awards:

On September 14, 1964, Lyndon B. Johnson
presented Randolph with the Presidential Medal of Freedom. A statue
of A. Philip Randolph was erected in his honor in the concourse of
Union Station in Washington, D.C. Edward Waters College in
Jacksonville, Florida currently houses a permanent exhibit on the
life and accomplishments of A. Philip Randolph. New York City high
school 540, located on the City College of New York campus, is
named in honor of Randolph. The school serves students
predominantly from Harlem and surrounding neighborhoods. The A.
Philip Randolph Institute is named in his honor. The A. Philip
Randolph Career Academy in Philadelphia, Pa was named in his honor.
James L. Farmer, Jr., co-founder of the Congress of Racial Equality
or CORE, cited Randolph as one of his primary influences as a Civil
Rights leader.

 


Philip’s
Death:

Philip died on May 16,
1979 at the age of 90 in New York City.
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Augustus Freeman
Hawkins

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Hawkins was born on August 31 1907 in
Shreveport, Louisiana.



Hawkins’ Occupation:

Augustus Freeman "Gus" Hawkins was a
prominent African American Democratic Party politician and a figure
in the history of Civil Rights and Organized Labor. He served as
the first African American from California in the United States
Congress, where he sponsored the Humphrey-Hawkins Full Employment
Act. Hawkins was very fair-skinned and was often confused for a
person of European ancestry.

 


Freeman’s
Life Story:

Hawkins attended high school in Los Angeles,
and received his undergraduate degree from UCLA in 1931. He was a
Democratic member of the State Assembly from 1935 until 1963. He
was also a delegate to the National Conventions of 1940, 1944 and
1960 as well as an electoral college presidential elector from
California in 1944. From 1963 until 1991, Hawkins represented
California's 21st District (1963-1975), and the 29th District
(1975-1991), in Congress. Early in his congressional career, he
authored legislation including Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 that established the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
He later authored landmark legislation such as the Job Training
Partnership Act and the School Improvement Act. He was also a
founding member of the Congressional Black Caucus. As chair of the
House Education and Labor Committee, he sponsored the
Humphrey-Hawkins Full Employment Act, alongside Senator Hubert
Humphrey of Minnesota. The Bill gave the U.S. government the goal
to provide full employment, it also ordered that the Chairman of
the Federal Reserve Board must provide Congress with testimony on
the state of the economy.

Over his career, Hawkins authored more than
300 state and federal laws. He also succeeded in restoring
honorable discharges to the 170 black soldiers of the 25th Infantry
Regiment who had been falsely accused of a public disturbance in
Brownsville, Texas in 1906, and removed from the Army. Hawkins
retired in 1991 to his Los Angeles home, and lived in Washington,
D.C. for the remainder of his life.

 


Hawkins Death:

Hawkins died on November 10, 2007 at the age
of 100 in Bethesda, Maryland. Until his death at the age of
100, he was the oldest living person to have served in Congress. He
was the eighth person to have served in Congress that reached the
age of 100. Hawkins' death left the former Alabama Republican
Representative Arthur Glenn Andrews (1909-2008) as the oldest
living former House member.
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Austin Maurice Curtis,
Sr.

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Dr. Curtis was born on 1868 in Raleigh North
Carolina.

 


Austin’s
Occupation:

Prominent turn of the century physician, and
protégé of Dr. Daniel Hale Williams. Professor of Surgery, Howard
University for 25 years. Chief Surgeon, Freedmen's Hospital,
1898-1938. First intern, Provident Hospital, Chicago, 1891

 


Austin’s
Contribution to Society:

First Negro surgeon on staff of Cook County
Hospital a, non-segregated hospital, 1896.

 


Curtis’s
Death:

Dr. Austin Curtis died in 1939.
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Barack Hussein Obama,
Jr. 

 


Place and Date of
Birth: 

Barack was born on Aug. 4,
1961, in Honolulu, Hawaii at the Kapi'olani Medical Center for
Women & Children in Honolulu, Hawaii, to Stanley Ann Dunham, an
American of mainly English descent from Wichita, Kansas, and Barack
Obama, Sr., from Nyang’oma Kogelo, Nyanza
Province, Kenya.

 


Barack’s
Occupation:

Barack is the 44th president of the United
States, and the first African American to hold the office.

 


Barack’s
Early Life and Career:

Obama's parents met in
1960 in a Russian language class at the University of Hawaii at
Mānoa, where his
father was a foreign student on scholarship. The couple married on
February 2, 1961, and Barack was born later that year. His parents
separated when he was two years old and they divorced in 1964.
Obama's father returned to Kenya and saw his son only once more
before dying in an automobile accident in 1982.

After her divorce, Dunham married Indonesian
student Lolo Soetoro, who was attending college in Hawaii. When
Suharto, a military leader in Soetoro's home country, came to power
in 1967, all Indonesian students studying abroad were recalled and
the family moved to the island nation. From ages six to ten, Obama
attended local schools in Jakarta, including Besuki Public School
and St. Francis of Assisi School. In 1971, he returned to Honolulu
to live with his maternal grandparents, Madelyn and Stanley Armour
Dunham, and attended Punahou School, a private college preparatory
school, from the fifth grade until his graduation from high school
in 1979.

Obama's mother returned to Hawaii in 1972
and remained there until 1977, when she relocated to Indonesia to
work as an anthropological field worker.

She finally returned to Hawaii in 1994 and
lived there for one year before dying of ovarian cancer.

Of his early childhood, Obama recalled,
"That my father looked nothing like the people around me, that he
was black as pitch, my mother white as milk barely registered in my
mind." He described his struggles as a young adult to reconcile
social perceptions of his multiracial heritage. Reflecting later on
his formative years in Honolulu, Obama wrote: "The opportunity that
Hawaii offered to experience a variety of cultures in a climate of
mutual respect became an integral part of my world view, and a
basis for the values that I hold most dear." Obama has also written
and talked about using alcohol, marijuana and cocaine during his
teenage years to "push questions of who I was out of my mind". At
the 2008 Civil Forum on the Presidency in 2008, Obama identified
his high-school drug use as his "greatest moral failure".

Following high school, he moved to Los
Angeles in 1979 to attend Occidental College. After two years he
transferred in 1981 to Columbia University in New York City, where
he majored in political science with a specialization in
international relations and graduated with a B.A. in 1983. He
worked for a year at the Business International Corporation and
then at the New York Public Interest Research Group. After four
years in New York City, Obama moved to Chicago, where he was hired
as director of the Developing Communities Project (DCP), a
church-based community organization originally comprising eight
Catholic parishes in Greater Roseland, Roseland, West Pullman and
Riverdale on Chicago's far South Side. He worked there as a
community organizer from June 1985 to May 1988. During his three
years as the DCP's director, its staff grew from one to thirteen
and its annual budget grew from $70,000 to $400,000. He helped set
up a job training program, a college preparatory tutoring program,
and a tenants' rights organization in Altgeld Gardens.

Obama also worked as a consultant and
instructor for the Gamaliel Foundation, a community organizing
institute. In mid-1988, he traveled for the first time in Europe
for three weeks and then for five weeks in Kenya, where he met many
of his paternal relatives for the first time. He returned in August
2006 in a visit to his father's birthplace, a village near Kisumu
in rural western Kenya. Obama entered Harvard Law School in late
1988. He was selected as an editor of the Harvard Law Review at the
end of his first year, and president of the journal in his second
year. During his summers, he returned to Chicago, where he worked
as a summer associate at the law firms of Sidley & Austin in
1989 and Hopkins & Sutter in 1990. After graduating with a
Juris Doctor (J.D.) magna cum laude from Harvard in 1991, he
returned to Chicago. Obama's election as the first black president
of the Harvard Law Review gained national media attention and led
to a publishing contract and advance for a book about race
relations, though it evolved into a personal memoir. The manuscript
was published in mid-1995 as Dreams from My Father.

From April to October 1992, Obama directed
Illinois's Project Vote, a voter registration drive with a staff of
ten and 700 volunteers, it achieved its goal of registering 150,000
of 400,000 unregistered African Americans in the state, and led to
Crain's Chicago Business naming Obama to its 1993 list of "40 under
Forty" powers to be. For twelve years, Obama served as a professor
of constitutional law at the University of Chicago Law School; as a
Lecturer from 1992 to 1996, and as a Senior Lecturer from 1996 to
2004. In 1993 he joined Davis, Miner, Barnhill & Galland, a
twelve-attorney law firm specializing in civil rights litigation
and neighborhood economic development, where he was an associate
for three years from 1993 to 1996, then of counsel from 1996 to
2004, with his law license becoming inactive in 2002.

Obama was a founding member of the board of
directors of Public Allies in 1992, resigning before his wife,
Michelle, became the founding executive director of Public Allies
Chicago in early 1993. He served from 1994 to 2002 on the board of
directors of the Woods Fund of Chicago, which in 1985 had been the
first foundation to fund the Developing Communities Project, and
also from 1994 to 2002 on the board of directors of the Joyce
Foundation. Obama served on the board of directors of the Chicago
Annenberg Challenge from 1995 to 2002, as founding president and
chairman of the board of directors from 1995 to 1999. He also
served on the board of directors of the Chicago Lawyers' Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law, the Center for Neighborhood Technology,
and the Lugenia Burns Hope Center.

 


Obama's father, Barack Obama, Sr., was a
teenage goatherd in rural Kenya. He won a scholarship to study in
the United States and eventually became a senior economist in the
Kenyan government. Obama's mother, S. Ann Dunham, grew up in
Kansas, Texas, and Washington state before her family settled in
Honolulu. In 1961 she and Barack Sr. met in a Russian language
class at the University of Hawaii and married less than a year
later.

 


Obama’s
Family and Personal Life:

In a 2006 interview, Obama highlighted the
diversity of his extended family: "It's like a little mini-United
Nations," he said. "I've got relatives who look like Bernie Mac,
and I've got relatives who look like Margaret Thatcher." Obama has
seven half-siblings from his Kenyan father's family, six of them
living, and a half-sister with whom he was raised, Maya Soetoro-Ng,
the daughter of his mother and her Indonesian second husband.
Obama's mother was survived by her Kansas-born mother, Madelyn
Dunham until her death on November 2, 2008 just two days before his
election to the Presidency. In Dreams from My Father, Obama ties
his mother's family history to possible Native American ancestors
and distant relatives of Jefferson Davis, President of the
Confederate States of America during the American Civil War.[199]
Obama's great-uncle served in the 89th Division that overran
Ohrdruf, the first Nazi camp liberated by U.S. troops during World
War II.

Obama was known as "Barry" in his youth, but
asked to be addressed with his given name during his college
years.

Besides his native English, Obama speaks
Indonesian at the conversational level, which he learned during his
four childhood years in Jakarta. He plays basketball, a sport he
participated in as a member of his high school's varsity team.
Obama playing basketball with U.S. military at Camp Lemonier,
Djibouti in 2006. In June 1989, Obama met Michelle Robinson when he
was employed as a summer associate at the Chicago law firm of
Sidley Austin. Assigned for three months as Obama's adviser at the
firm, Robinson joined him at group social functions, but declined
his initial requests to date. They began dating later that summer,
became engaged in 1991, and were married on October 3, 1992. The
couple's first daughter, Malia Ann, was born on July 4, 1998,
followed by a second daughter, Natasha ("Sasha"), on June 10, 2001.
The Obama daughters attended the private University of Chicago
Laboratory Schools. When they moved to Washington, D.C., in January
2009, the girls started at the private Sidwell Friends School.

Applying the proceeds of a book deal, the
family moved in 2005 from a Hyde Park, Chicago condominium to a
$1.6 million house in neighboring Kenwood, Chicago. The purchase of
an adjacent lot and sale of part of it to Obama by the wife of
developer, campaign donor and friend Tony Rezko attracted media
attention because of Rezko's subsequent indictment and conviction
on political corruption charges that were unrelated to Obama. In
December 2007, Money magazine estimated the Obama family's net
worth at $1.3 million. Their 2007 tax return showed a household
income of $4.2 million up from about $1 million in 2006 and $1.6
million in 2005 mostly from sales of his books. Obama is a
Christian whose religious views developed in his adult life.

In The Audacity of Hope,
Obama writes that he "was not raised in a religious household". He
describes his mother, raised by non-religious parents, whom Obama
has specified elsewhere as "non-practicing Methodists and Baptists"
to be detached from religion, yet "in many ways the most
spiritually awakened person that I have ever known". He describes
his father as "raised a Muslim", but a "confirmed atheist" by the
time his parents met, and his stepfather as "a man who saw religion
as not particularly useful". Obama explained how, through working
with black churches as a community organizer while in his twenties,
he came to understand "the power of the African-American religious
tradition to spur social change". He was baptized at the Trinity
United Church of Christ in 1988 and was an active member there for
two decades. Obama resigned from Trinity during the Presidential
campaign after controversial statements made by Rev. Jeremiah
Wright became public. Obama has tried to quit smoking several
times, and said he will not smoke in the White
House.

 


Obama’s
Political Career:

Obama was elected to the Illinois Senate in
1996, succeeding State Senator Alice Palmer as Senator from
Illinois's 13th District, which at that time spanned Chicago South
Side neighborhoods from Hyde Park-Kenwood south to South Shore and
west to Chicago Lawn. Once elected, Obama gained bipartisan support
for legislation reforming ethics and health care laws. He sponsored
a law increasing tax credits for low-income workers, negotiated
welfare reform, and promoted increased subsidies for childcare. In
2001, as co-chairman of the bipartisan Joint Committee on
Administrative Rules, Obama

supported Republican Governor Ryan's payday
loan regulations and predatory mortgage lending regulations aimed
at averting home foreclosures.

Obama was reelected to the Illinois Senate
in 1998, defeating Republican Yesse Yehudah in the general
election, and was reelected again in 2002. In 2000, he lost a
Democratic primary run for the U.S. House of Representatives to
four-term incumbent Bobby Rush by a margin of two to one. In
January 2003, Obama became chairman of the Illinois Senate's Health
and Human Services Committee when Democrats, after a decade in the
minority, regained a majority. He sponsored and led unanimous,
bipartisan passage of legislation to monitor racial profiling by
requiring police to record the race of drivers they detained, and
legislation making Illinois the first state to mandate videotaping
of homicide interrogations. During his 2004 general election
campaign for U.S. Senate, police representatives credited Obama for
his active engagement with police organizations in enacting death
penalty reforms. Obama resigned from the Illinois Senate in
November 2004 following his election to the U.S. Senate.

In May 2002, Obama commissioned a poll to
assess his prospects in a 2004 U.S. Senate race; he created a
campaign committee, began raising funds and lined up political
media consultant David Axelrod by August 2002, and formally
announced his candidacy in January 2003. Decisions by Republican
incumbent Peter Fitzgerald and his Democratic predecessor Carol
Moseley Braun not to contest the race launched wide-open Democratic
and Republican primary contests involving fifteen candidates.
Obama's candidacy was boosted by Axelrod's advertising campaign
featuring images of the late Chicago Mayor Harold Washington and an
endorsement by the daughter of the late Paul Simon, former U.S.
Senator for Illinois. In the March 2004 primary election, Obama won
an unexpected landslide victory with 53% of the vote in a
seven-candidate field, 29% ahead of his nearest Democratic rival,
which overnight made him a rising star in the national Democratic
Party and started speculation about a presidential future.

In July 2004, Obama wrote and delivered the
keynote address at the 2004 Democratic National Convention in
Boston, Massachusetts. Though it was not televised by the three
major broadcast news networks, a combined 9.1 million viewers saw
Obama's speech, which was a highlight of the convention and
elevated his status as a star in the Democratic Party.

Obama's expected opponent in the general
election, Republican primary winner Jack Ryan, withdrew from the
race in June 2004. Two months later, Alan Keyes accepted the
Illinois Republican Party's nomination to replace Ryan. A long-time
resident of Maryland, Keyes established legal residency in Illinois
with the nomination. In the November 2004 general election, Obama
received 70% of the vote to Keyes' 27%, the largest victory margin
for a statewide race in Illinois history.

Obama was sworn in as a
senator on January 4, 2005. Obama was the fifth African American
Senator in U.S. history and the third to have been popularly
elected. He was the only Senate member of the Congressional Black
Caucus. CQ Weekly, a nonpartisan publication, characterized him as
a "loyal Democrat" based on analysis of all Senate votes in
2005–2007. The National Journal ranked
him as the "most liberal" senator based on an assessment of
selected votes during 2007; in 2005 he was ranked sixteenth most
liberal, and in 2006 he was ranked tenth.

In 2008, Congress.org ranked him as the
eleventh most powerful Senator, and the politician who was the most
popular in the Senate, enjoying 72% approval in Illinois. Obama
announced on November 13, 2008 that he would resign his senate seat
on November 16, 2008, before the start of the lame-duck session, to
focus on his transition period for the presidency. This enabled him
to avoid the conflict of dual roles as President-elect and Senator
in the lame duck session of Congress, which no sitting member of
Congress had faced since Warren Harding.

 


Obama’s
2008 Presidential Campaign:

Obama stands on stage with his wife and two
daughters just before announcing his presidential candidacy in
Springfield, Illinois, Feb. 10, 2007. On February 10, 2007, Obama
announced his candidacy for President of the United States in front
of the Old State Capitol building in Springfield, Illinois. The
choice of the announcement site was viewed as symbolic because it
was also where Abraham Lincoln delivered his historic "House
Divided" speech in 1858. Throughout the campaign, Obama emphasized
the issues of rapidly ending the Iraq War, increasing energy
independence and providing universal health care.

Obama delivers his presidential election
victory speech in Grant Park. A large number of candidates entered
the Democratic Party presidential primaries. The field narrowed to
a duel between Obama and Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton after early
contests, with the race remaining close throughout the primary
process but with Obama gaining a steady lead in pledged delegates
due to better long-range planning, superior fundraising, dominant
organizing in caucus states, and better exploitation of delegate
allocation rules. On June 3, with all states counted, Obama was
named the presumptive nominee and delivered a victory speech in St.
Paul, Minnesota. Clinton ended her campaign and endorsed him on
June 7.

Obama meets with 43rd President George W.
Bush in the Oval Office on November 10, 2008. Obama proceeded to
focus on the general election campaign against Senator John McCain,
the presumptive Republican nominee, in the lead up to the
Democratic National Convention. He announced on August 23, 2008,
that he had selected Delaware Senator Joe Biden as his vice
presidential running mate. At the convention, held August 25 to
August 28 in Denver, Colorado, Hillary Clinton called for her
delegates and supporters to endorse Obama, and she and Bill Clinton
gave convention speeches in support of Obama. Obama delivered his
acceptance speech to over 75,000 supporters and presented his
policy goals; the speech was viewed by over 38 million people
worldwide.

During both the primary process and the
general election, Obama's campaign set numerous fundraising
records, particularly in the quantity of small donations. On June
19, 2008, Obama became the first major-party presidential candidate
to turn down public financing in the general election since the
system was created in 1976. After McCain was nominated as the
Republican candidate, three presidential debates were held between
the contenders spanning September and October 2008. In November,
Obama won the presidency with 52.9% of the popular vote to McCain's
45.7%, and 365 electoral votes to 173, to become the first African
American to be elected president.

Obama delivered his victory speech before
hundreds of thousands of supporters in Chicago's Grant Park.

 


Obama’s
Cultural Impact:

Obama's family history, early life and
upbringing, and Ivy League education differ markedly from those of
African-American politicians who launched their careers in the
1960s through participation in the civil rights movement.
Expressing puzzlement over questions about whether he is "black
enough", Obama told an August 2007 meeting of the National
Association of Black Journalists that "we're still locked in this
notion that if you appeal to white folks then there must be
something wrong." Obama acknowledged his youthful image in an
October 2007 campaign speech, saying: "I wouldn't be here if, time
and again, the torch had not been passed to a new generation."

Obama presents his first weekly address as
President of the United States, discussing the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Obama is frequently referred to as an
exceptional orator. During his pre-inauguration transition period
and continuing into his presidency, Obama has delivered a series of
weekly Internet video addresses similar to Franklin D. Roosevelt's
famous fireside chats to explain his policies and actions.
According to the Gallup Daily Poll, during his first 100 days in
office as president, Obama received approval ratings in the
mid-60s, ranging from 59% to 69%. He concluded his first 100 days
with a 65% approval rating. His disapproval rating increased from
12% to 29% during that same time period.

Obama's international appeal has been
described as a defining factor for his public image. Polls show
strong support for Obama in other countries, and he has met with
prominent foreign figures including then-British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, Italy's Democratic Party leader and then Mayor of Rome
Walter Veltroni, and French President Nicolas Sarkozy. According to
a May 2009 poll conducted by Harris Interactive for France 24 and
the International Herald Tribune, Obama was rated as the most
popular world leader, as well as the one figure most people would
pin their hopes on for pulling the world out of this economic
downturn. Obama won Best Spoken Word Album Grammy Awards for
abridged audiobook versions of Dreams from My Father in February
2006 and for The Audacity of Hope in February 2008. His "Yes We
Can" speech, which artists independently set to music, was viewed
by 10 million people on YouTube in the first month, and received an
Emmy Award. In December 2008, Time magazine named Barack Obama as
its Person of the Year for his historic candidacy and election,
which it described as "the steady march of seemingly impossible
accomplishments".

 


Obama’s
Presidency:

The inauguration of Barack Obama as the 44th
President, and Joe Biden as Vice President, took place on January
20, 2009. In his first few days in office Obama issued executive
orders and presidential memoranda directing the U.S. military to
develop plans to withdraw troops from Iraq, and ordered the closing
of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp "as soon as practicable and no
later than" January 2010. Obama also reduced the

secrecy given to presidential records and
changed procedures to promote disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act. The president also reversed George W. Bush's ban
on

federal funding to foreign establishments
that allow abortions, known as the Mexico City Policy and referred
to by critics as the "Global Gag Rule".

On January 29, 2009, President Obama signed
his first bill into law, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009,
which eased the requirements for filing employment discrimination
lawsuits. Five days later, he signed the reauthorization of the
State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) to cover an
additional 4 million children currently uninsured. In March 2009,
Obama repealed a Bush-era policy that prevented federal tax dollars
from being used to fund research on new lines of embryonic stem
cells. Although such research had been a matter of debate, Obama
stated that he believed "sound science and moral values...are not
inconsistent," and that we have "the humanity and conscience" to
pursue this research responsibly, pledging to develop "strict
guidelines" to ensure that.

On May 26, 2009, Obama nominated Sonia
Sotomayor to replace retiring Associate Justice David Souter. If
confirmed, Sotomayor would become the first Hispanic to be a
Supreme Court Justice. She would join Ruth Bader Ginsburg as one of
two women on the Court and the third woman ever to be a
Justice.

On February 17, 2009, Barack Obama signed
into law the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, a $787
billion economic stimulus package aimed at helping the economy
recover from the deepening worldwide recession. Obama made a
high-profile visit to Capitol Hill to engage with Congressional
Republicans, but the bill ultimately passed with the support of
only three Republican senators. The act includes increased federal
spending for health care, infrastructure, education, various tax
breaks and incentives, and direct assistance to individuals, which
is being distributed over the course of several years, with about
25% due by the end of 2009. In June, Obama, unsatisfied with the
pace of the investment, called on his cabinet to accelerate the
spending over the next weeks.

In March, Obama's Treasury Secretary,
Timothy Geithner, took further steps to manage the financial
crisis, including the Public-Private Investment Program which could
buy up to $2 trillion in depreciated real estate assets that were
weighing down stock valuations, freezing the credit market and
delaying the economic recovery. The New York Times noted that
"investors reacted ecstatically, with all of the major stock
indexes soaring as soon as the markets opened." Along with spending
and loan guarantees from the Federal Reserve and the Treasury
Department, about $11.5 trillion had been authorized by the Bush
and Obama administrations, with $2.7 trillion actually spent by the
end of June 2009. Obama intervened in the troubled automotive
industry in March, renewing loans for General Motors and Chrysler
Corporation to continue operations while reorganizing. Over the
following months the White House set terms for both firms'
bankruptcies, including the sale of Chrysler to Italian automaker
Fiat and a reorganization of GM giving the U.S. government a 60%
equity stake in the company.

In February and March Vice President Joe
Biden and Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton made separate
overseas trips to announce a "new era" in U.S. foreign relations
with Russia and Europe, using the terms "break" and "reset" to
signal major changes from the policies of the preceding
administration. Obama's granting of his first

television interview as President to an
Arabic cable network, Al Arabiya, was seen as an attempt to reach
out to Arab leaders.

On March 19, Obama continued his outreach to
the Muslim world, releasing a New Year's video message to the
people and government of Iran. This attempt at outreach was
rebuffed by the Iranian leadership. In April, Obama gave a speech
in Ankara, Turkey which was well received by many Arab governments.
On June 4, 2009, Obama delivered a speech at Cairo University in
Egypt calling for "a new beginning" in relations between the
Islamic world and the United States and promoting Middle East
peace.

On June 26, 2009 in response to the Iranian
government's actions towards protesters following Iran's 2009
presidential election, Obama said: "The violence perpetrated
against them is outrageous. We see it and we condemn it." On July
7, while in Moscow, he responded to a Vice President Biden comment
on a possible Israeli military strike on Iran by saying: "We have
said directly to the Israelis that it is important to try and
resolve this in an international setting in a way that does not
create major conflict in the Middle East." During his presidential
transition, President-elect Obama announced that he would retain
the incumbent Defense Secretary, Robert Gates, in his Cabinet.
Early in his presidency, Obama moved to change U.S. war strategy by
increasing troop strength in Afghanistan and reducing troop levels
in Iraq. On February 18, 2009, he announced that the U.S. troop
strength in Afghanistan would be boosted by 17,000, asserting that
the increase was necessary to "stabilize a deteriorating situation
in Afghanistan", an area he said had not received the "strategic
attention, direction and resources it urgently requires".

On February 27, Obama declared that combat
operations would end in Iraq within 18 months. His remarks were
made to a group of Marines preparing for deployment to Afghanistan.
Obama said, "Let me say this as plainly as I can: By August 31,
2010, our combat mission in Iraq will end." On May 11, Obama
replaced his military commander in Afghanistan, General David D.
McKiernan, with former Special Forces commander Lt. Gen. Stanley A.
McChrystal, believing that Gen. McChrystal's Special Forces
experience would facilitate the use of counterinsurgency tactics in
the war. We will see his impact on the world through the eyes of
history.
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Barbara Clementine
Harris

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Barbara was born on June 12, 1930 in
Philadelphia Pennsylvania.

 


 


Barbara’s
Occupation:

Barbara was the first woman ordained a
bishop in the Anglican Communion.

 


Barbara’s
Education:

Harris attended the Philadelphia High School
for Girls (Class of 1948). There, she excelled in music and wrote a
weekly column for the Philadelphia version of the Pittsburgh
Courier called "High School Notes by Bobbi". After graduation,
Harris attended the Charles Morris Price School of Advertising and
Journalism in Philadelphia where she earned a Certificate in 1950.
Harris later attended Villanova University, the Urban Theology Unit
in Sheffield, England, and also graduated from the Pennsylvania
Foundation for Pastoral Counseling.

Prior to her ordination to the priesthood,
Harris served as head of public relations for the Sun Oil Company.
Harris has long been active in civil rights issues, participating
in freedom rides and marches in the 1960s, including the march from
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, led by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. . Throughout her various careers, she has been noted for
her liberal views and her outspokenness. Lack of education Before
becoming a bishop she had no undergraduate degree from any college,
university or seminary. She had no parish experience. She was
divorced.

 


Barbara’s
Ordination:

Her rector at the Church of the Advocate on
the north side of Philadelphia, the Rev. Paul Washington, became
convinced of Harris's serious interest in seeking holy orders, and
recommended her to Bishop Lyman C. Ogilby of Pennsylvania. Ogilby
ordained her as a deacon in 1979 and a priest in 1980.

She served as an acolyte in the service in
which the first eleven women were ordained priests in the Episcopal
Church on 29 July 1974.

She was the priest-in-charge of St.
Augustine of Hippo Church in Norristown, Pennsylvania from
1980-1984, served as chaplain to the Philadelphia County prisons,
and also as counsel to industrial corporations for public policy
issues and social concerns. She was named executive director of the
Episcopal Church Publishing Company in 1984, and publisher of The
Witness magazine. In 1988 she served as interim rector of the
Church of the Advocate.

She was ordained Bishop Suffragan of the
Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts on 11 February 1989. She retired
from her post in Boston in 2003. She was succeeded as bishop
suffragan by another African American woman, Gayle Elizabeth
Harris. Currently, Harris serves as Assisting Bishop in the
Episcopal Diocese of Washington, DC, and as president of the
Episcopal Church Publishing Company, publishers of The Witness
magazine.
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Barbara Charline
Jordan

 


Place and date of
Birth:

Jordan was born in
Houston's Fifth Ward to
Rev. Benjamin M. Jordan and Arlyne (Patton) Jordan on February 21,
1936.

 


Barbara’s
Occupation:

Barbara Charline Jordan was an American
politician from Texas. She served as a congresswoman in the United
States House of Representatives from 1973 to 1979.

Jordan attended Wheatley High School
Houston, where one of the nation's few African-American female
attorneys, Edith S. Sampson, spoke and inspired Jordan to become a
lawyer. This was a difficult ambition at the time, because only one
law school in Texas admitted African-Americans. With the support of
her father, Jordan graduated magna cum laude from Texas Southern
University in 1956 and from Boston University Law School in 1959.
She passed the bar exams in Massachusetts and Texas before
returning to Houston to open a law practice, only the third
African-American woman to be licensed in Texas.

Jordan campaigned for the
Texas House of Representatives in 1962 and 1964. Her persistence
won her a seat in the Texas Senate in 1966, becoming the first
African American state senator since 1883
and the first black woman to serve in that body. Re-elected to a
full term in the Texas Senate in 1968, she served until 1972. She
was the first African-American female to serve as president
pro tem of the state
senate and served for one day as acting
governor of Texas in 1972.

In 1972, she was elected to the United
States House of Representatives, becoming the first black woman
from a Southern state to serve in the House. She received extensive
support from former President Lyndon Johnson, who helped her secure
a position on the House Judiciary Committee. In 1974, she made an
influential, televised speech before the House Judiciary Committee
supporting the impeachment of President Richard Nixon. Jordan was
mentioned as a possible running mate to Jimmy Carter in 1976, and
that year she became the first African-American woman to deliver
the keynote address at the Democratic National Convention. Her
speech in New York that summer was ranked 5th in "Top 100 American
Speeches of the 20th century" list and was considered by many
historians to have been the best convention keynote speech in
modern history until the 2004 keynote by Barack Obama.

Jordan retired from politics in 1979 and
became an adjunct professor at the University of Texas at Austin
Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs. She again was a keynote
speaker at the Democratic National Convention in 1992. In 1995,
Jordan chaired a Congressional commission that advocated increased
restriction of immigration and increased penalties on employers
that violated U.S. immigration regulations. President Clinton
endorsed the Jordan Commission's proposals.

Many of her speeches have
been collected in a new volume from the University of Texas Press,
Barbara Jordan: Speaking the Truth with Eloquent Thunder. Edited by
Barbara Jordan's friend and colleague, Senator Max Sherman, the
book also includes a DVD of many of her most famous
speeches.

 


Barbara’s
Personal Life:

In 1973, Jordan began to
suffer from multiple sclerosis. She had
difficulty climbing stairs, and she started using a cane and
eventually a wheelchair. She kept the state of her health out of
the press so well that in the KUT radio documentary Rediscovering
Barbara Jordan, former president Bill Clinton stated that he wanted
to nominate Jordan for the United States Supreme Court, but by the
time he could do so, Jordan's health problems prevented him from
nominating her. Jordan was a lesbian with a longtime companion of
more than 20 years, Nancy Earl, Jordan never publicly acknowledged
her sexual orientation, but in her obituary, the Houston Chronicle
mentioned her longtime relationship with Earl. After Jordan's
initial unsuccessful statewide races, advisers warned her to become
more discreet and not bring any female companions on the campaign
trail. Jordan met Earl, an educational psychologist who would
become an occasional speechwriter in addition to Jordan's partner,
on a camping trip in the late 1960s.

 


Barbara’s
Awards and honors:

Jordan was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1994. It
was only one of many honors given to her,
including election into both the Texas and National Women's Hall of
Fame. In 1995, she was awarded the prestigious United States
Military Academy's Sylvanus Thayer Award, becoming only the second
female awardee. The main terminal named after her, as are
a

middle school in Cibolo, Texas and a high
school in Houston.

The Kaiser Family Foundation currently
operates the Barbara Jordan Health Policy Scholars, a fellowship
designed for people of color who are college juniors, seniors and
recent graduates as a summer experience working in a congressional
office. On March 27th, 2000, a play on Ms. Jordan's life premiered
at the Victory Garden Theater in Chicago, Illinois. Titled, "Voice
of Good Hope", Kristine Thatcher's biographical evocation of
Jordan's life played in theaters from San Francisco to New
York.

 


Barbara’s
Death:

Upon her death on January 17, 1996, Jordan
lay in state at the LBJ Library on the campus of The University of
Texas at Austin. She was buried in the Texas State Cemetery in
Austin, and was the first black woman interred there. Her papers
are housed at the Barbara Jordan Archives at Texas Southern
University.
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Barry Lamar Bonds

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Barry was born on July 24, 1964 in
Riverside, California, but grew up in San Carlos, California.

 


Barry’s
Occupation:

Bonds is a Major League Baseball outfielder
who is currently a free agent. He is the son of former major league
All-Star Bobby Bonds, godson of Hall of Famer Willie Mays, nephew
of 1964 Olympian Rosie Bonds, and a distant cousin of Hall of Famer
Reggie Jackson.

 


Barry’s
Personal Life:

Bonds met Susann ("Sun") Margreth Branco,
the mother of his first two children, in Montreal, Quebec in August
1987. They eloped in Las Vegas, Nevada February 5, 1988. They had
two children Nikolai and Shikari then separated in June 1994,
divorced in December 1994 and had their marriage annulled in 1997
by the Catholic Church. The divorce was a media affair because
Bonds had his Swedish spouse sign a prenuptial agreement in which
she "waived her right to a share of his present and future
earnings" and which was upheld. Bonds had been providing his wife
$20,000/month in child support and $10,000 in spousal support at
the time of the ruling. During the hearings to set permanent
support levels, allegations of abuse came from both parties. The
trial dragged on for months, but Bonds was awarded both houses and
reduced support. Nikolai was a batboy for the Giants and always sat
next to his dad in the dugout during games.

Bonds remarried on January 10, 1998 in the
San Francisco Ritz-Carlton Hotel in front of 240 guests. Bonds
lives in Los Altos Hills, California, with his second wife, Liz
Watson, and their daughter Aisha. He also owns a home in the
exclusive gated community of Beverly Park in Beverly Hills, CA.. On
June 9, 2009, Liz Watson filed for legal separation, citing
irreconcilable differences. Bonds also had an extensive intimate
relationship with Kimberly Bell from 1994 through May, 2003. Bonds
purchased a home in Scottsdale, Arizona for Kimberly.

Bonds has an older brother, Bobby, Jr. who
was a professional baseball player. His paternal aunt, Rosie Bonds,
is a former American record holder in the 80 meter hurdles, and she
competed in the 1964 Olympics. He is a distant cousin of Hall of
Famer Reggie Jackson.

 


Barry’s
Professional Career:

He debuted in the Major Leagues with the
Pittsburgh Pirates in 1986 and joined the San Francisco Giants in
1993, where he stayed through 2007. Bonds filed for free agency
following the 2007 World Series. Bonds' accomplishments place him
among the greatest baseball players of all-time. He has a
record-setting seven Most Valuable Player awards, including a
record-setting four consecutive MVPs. He is a fourteen-time
All-Star and eight-time Gold Glove-winner. He holds numerous Major
League Baseball records, including the all-time Major League
Baseball home run record with 762 and the single-season Major
League record for home runs with 73 (set in 2001), and is also the
all-time career leader in both walks (2,558) and intentional walks
(688).

Bonds attended Junípero Serra High School in
San Mateo, California and excelled in baseball, basketball and
football. As a freshman, he spent the baseball season on the JV
team. The next three years, 1980 to 1982, he starred on the varsity
team. He batted for a .467 batting average his senior year, and was
honored as a prep All-American. The Giants drafted Bonds in the
second round of the 1982 MLB draft as a high school senior, but the
Giants and Bonds were unable to agree on contract terms, so Bonds
instead decided to attend college.

Bonds attended Arizona State University,
hitting .347 with 45 home runs and 175 runs batted in (RBI). In
1984 he batted .360 and had 30 stolen bases. In 1985 he hit 23 home
runs with 66 RBIs and a .368 batting average. He was a Sporting
News All-American selection that year. He tied the NCAA record with
seven consecutive hits in the College World Series as sophomore and
was named to All-Time College World Series Team in 1996. He
graduated from Arizona State in 1986 with a degree in criminology.
During college, he played part of one summer in the amateur Alaska
Baseball League with the Alaska Goldpanners.

Bonds was drafted by the Pittsburgh Pirates
in the first round (6th overall) of the 1985 Major League Baseball
draft. Bonds joined the Prince William Pirates of the Carolina
League and was named July 1985 Player of the Month for the league.
In 1986, he hit .311 in 44 games for the Hawaii Islanders of the
Pacific Coast League, and he made his major league debut on May 30.
In 1986, Bonds led National League (NL) rookies with 16 home runs,
48 RBI, 36 stolen bases and 65 walks, but he finished 6th in Rookie
of the Year voting. He hit 25 home runs in his second season, along
with 32 stolen bases and 59 RBIs. Bonds improved in 1988, hitting
.283 with 24 home runs. Bonds finished with 19 homers, 58 RBIs, and
14 outfield assists, which was 2nd in the NL.

Bonds won his first MVP award in 1990,
hitting .301 with 33 home runs and 114 RBIs. His 52 stolen bases
were third in the league. He won his first Gold Glove and Silver
Slugger Awards. That year, the Pirates won the National League East
title for their first postseason birth since winning the 1979 World
Series. However, they were defeated in the NLCS by the eventual
World Champion Cincinnati Reds. In 1991, Bonds also put up great
numbers, hitting 25 homers and driving in 116 runs, and obtained
another Gold Glove and Silver Slugger. He finished second to the
Atlanta Braves' Terry Pendleton (the NL batting champion) in the
MVP voting.

The next season, Bonds won his second MVP
award. He dominated the NL, hitting .311 with 34 homers and 103
RBIs, and propelling the Pirates to their third straight National
League East division title. However, Pittsburgh was defeated by the
Braves in a seven-game National League Championship Series. Bonds
was involved in the final play of Game 7 of the NLCS, where he
fielded a base hit by Francisco Cabrera and attempted to throw out
Sid Bream at home plate. But the throw to Pirates catcher Mike
LaValliere was late and Bream scored the winning run. For the third
consecutive season, the NL East Champion Pirates were denied a trip
to the World Series.

In 1993, Bonds left the Pirates to sign a
lucrative free agent contract worth a then-record $43.75 million
over 6 years with the Giants, with whom his father spent the first
7 years of his career, and with whom his godfather Willie Mays
played 22 of his 24 Major League seasons. The deal was at that time
the largest in baseball history, in terms of both total value and
average annual salary. To honor his father, Bonds switched his
jersey number to 25 once he signed with the Giants, as it had been
Bobby's number in San Francisco. His number during most of his stay
with the Pirates, 24, was retired in honor of Mays anyway. Bonds
hit .336 in 1993, leading the league with 46 home runs and 123 RBI
en route to his second consecutive MVP award, and third overall. As
good as the Giants were, winning 103 games, the Atlanta Braves won
104 in what some call the last great pennant race due to the Wild
Card being instituted shortly after.

In the strike-shortened season of 1994,
Bonds hit .312 with 37 home runs and a league-leading 74 walks, and
he finished 4th in MVP voting. In 1995, Bonds hit 33 homers and
drove in 104 runs, hitting .294 but finished only 12th in MVP
voting. In 1996, Bonds became the first National League player and
second (of the current list of four) major league player(s) to hit
40 home runs and steal 40 bases in the same season. The other
members of the 40-40 club are José Canseco 1988, Alex Rodriguez
1998, and Alfonso Soriano 2006; his father Bobby Bonds was one home
run short in 1973 when he hit 39 home runs and stole 43 bases.

Bonds drove in 129 runs with a .308 average
and walked a then-National League record 151 times. During the 1996
season Bonds became the 4th player in history to steal 300 bases
and hit 300 home runs for a career, joining Willie Mays, Andre
Dawson, and Bobby Bonds in the 300-300 club, but he only finished
fifth in the MVP balloting. In 1997 Bonds hit .291, his lowest
average since 1989. He hit 40 home runs for the second straight
year and drove in 101 runs, leading the league in walks again with
145. He tied his father in 1997 for having the most 30/30 seasons,
and he again placed fifth in the MVP balloting.

In 1998, he hit .303 with
37 home runs and drove in 122 runs, winning his eighth Gold Glove,
and became the first player ever to enter the 400-400 club by
having career totals of 400 home runs and 400 stolen bases. With
two outs in the 9th inning of a game against the Arizona
Diamondbacks on May 28, 1998, Bonds became only the fifth player in
baseball history to be given an intentional walk with the bases
loaded. Nap Lajoie (1901), Del Bissonette (1928) and Bill Nicholson
(1944) were three others in the 20th century who received that rare
honor; however Abner Dalrymple was the first to receive one in
1881. Bonds finished 8th in the MVP
voting.

Bill James ranked Bonds as the best player
of the 1990s, adding that the decade's second-best player Craig
Biggio had been closer in production to the decade's 10th-best
player than to Bonds. In 1999, with statistics through 1997 being
considered, Bonds ranked Number 34 on The Sporting News' list of
the 100 Greatest Baseball Players, making him the highest-ranking
active player. When the Sporting News list was redone in 2005,
Bonds was ranked 6th behind Babe Ruth, Willie Mays, Ty Cobb, Walter
Johnson, and Henry Aaron. Bonds was omitted from 1999's Major
League Baseball All-Century Team, to which Ken Griffey, Jr. was
elected. James wrote of Bonds, "Certainly the most unappreciated
superstar of my lifetime... Griffey has always been more popular,
but Bonds has been a far, far greater player." In 1999, James rated
Bonds as the 16th best player of all time. "When people begin to
take in all of his accomplishments", James predicted, "Bonds may
well be rated among the five greatest players in the history of the
game."

In 2000, the following year, Bonds hit .306
with a slugging percentage of .688 career best at that time and hit
49 home runs in just 143 games, also a career high to that point,
while drawing a league-leading 117 walks. The next year, Bonds'
offensive production reached even higher levels, breaking not only
his own personal records but several major league records. In the
Giants' first 50 games in 2001, Bonds hit 28 home runs, including
17 in May a career high. He also hit 39 home runs by the All-star
break, a major league record, drew a major league record 177 walks,
and had a .515 on-base average, a feat not seen since Mickey Mantle
and Ted Williams over forty years earlier. Bonds' slugging
percentage was a major league record .863 (411 total bases in 476
at-bats), and, most impressively, he ended the season with a major
league record 73 home runs.

Bonds re-signed with the Giants for a
five-year, $90 million contract in January 2002. That year, he hit
46 home runs in 403 at-bats. He won the NL batting title with a
career-high .370 average and struck out only 47 times. Despite
playing in nine fewer games than the previous season, he drew 198
walks, a major-league record, 68 of them intentional. He slugged
.799, then the fourth-highest total all time. Bonds broke Ted
Williams' major league record for on-base average with .582. Bonds
also hit his 600th home run, less than a year and a half after
hitting his 500th. In 2003, Bonds played in just 130 games. He hit
45 home runs in just 390 at-bats, along with a .341 batting
average. He slugged .749, walked 148 times, and had an on-base
average well over .500 (.529) for the third straight year. He also
became the only member of the career 500 home run/500 stolen base
club.

In 2004, Bonds had perhaps
his best season. He hit .362 en route to his second National League
batting title, and broke his own record by walking 232 times. He
slugged .812, which was fourth-highest of all time, and broke his
on-base percentage record with a .609 average. Bonds passed Mays on
the career home run list, hitting his 700th near the end of the
season. Bonds hit 45 home runs in 373 at-bats, and struck out just
41 times, putting himself in elite company, as few major leaguers
have ever had more home runs than strikeouts in a season. Bonds
would win his fourth consecutive MVP award and his seventh overall.
His seven MVP awards are four more than any other player in
history. In addition, no other player from either league has been
awarded the MVP four times in a row. The MVP award was first given
in 1931. On July 4, 2004 he tied and passed Rickey Henderson's
career bases on balls record with his
2190th and 2191st career walks.

As Bonds neared Aaron's record, Aaron was
called on for his opinion of Bonds. He clarified that he was a fan
and admirer of Bonds and avoided the controversy regarding whether
the record should be denoted with an asterisk due Bonds' to alleged
steroid usage. He felt recognition and respect for the award was
something to be determined by the fans. As the steroid controversy
received greater media attention during the off-season before the
2005 season, Aaron expressed some reservations about the statements
Bonds made on the issue. Aaron expressed that he felt drug and
steroid use to boost athletic performance was inappropriate. Aaron
was frustrated that the media could not focus on events that
occurred in the field of play and wished drugs or gambling
allegations such as those associated with Pete Rose could be
emphasized less. In 2007, Aaron felt the whole steroid use issue
was very controversial and decided that he would not attend any
possible record-breaking games. Aaron congratulated Bonds through
the media when Bonds broke Aaron's record.

Bonds' salary for the 2005 season was $22
million, the second-highest salary in Major League Baseball the
Yankees' Alex Rodriguez earned the highest, $25.2 million. Bonds
endured a knee injury, multiple surgeries, and rehabilitation. He
was activated on September 12, 2005, and started in left field. In
his return against the San Diego Padres, he nearly hit a home run
in his first at-bat. Bonds finished the night 1-for-4. Upon his
return, Bonds resumed his high-caliber performance at the plate,
hitting home runs in four consecutive games from September 18, 2005
to September 21, 2005 and finishing with five homers in only 14
games.

On May 28, 2006, Bonds passed Ruth, hitting
his 715th career home run to center field off Colorado Rockies
pitcher Byung-Hyun Kim. The ball was hit an estimated 445 feet (140
m) into center field where it went through the hands of several
fans but then fell onto an elevated platform in center field. Then
it rolled off the platform where Andrew Morbitzer, a 38-year-old
San Francisco resident, caught the ball while he was in line at a
concession stand. Mysteriously, radio broadcaster Dave Flemming's
radio play-by-play of the home run went silent just as the ball was
hit, apparently from a microphone failure. But the televised
version, called by Giants broadcaster Duane Kuiper, was not
affected.

On September 22, 2006,
Bonds tied Henry Aaron's National League career home run record of
733. The home run came in the top of the 6th inning of a
high-scoring game against the Milwaukee Brewers, at Miller Park in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The achievement was notable for its
occurrence in the very city where Aaron began with the Milwaukee
Braves, and concluded with the Brewers, then in the American
League, his career. With the Giants trailing 10–8,
Bonds hit a blast to deep center field on a 2–0
pitch off the Brewers' Chris Spurling with runners on first and
second and one out. Though the Giants were at the time clinging to
only a slim chance of making the playoffs, Bonds' home run provided
the additional drama of giving the Giants an 11–10
lead late in a critical game in the final days of a pennant race.
The Brewers eventually won the game, 13–12, despite
Bonds' going 3 for 5, with 2 doubles, the record-tying home run,
and 6 runs batted in.

On the following day, September 23, 2006,
Bonds surpassed Aaron for the NL career home run record. Hit in
Milwaukee like the previous one, this was a solo home run off Chris
Capuano of the Brewers. This was the last home run Bonds hit in
2006. In 2006, Bonds recorded his lowest slugging percentage a
statistic that he has historically ranked among league leaders
season after season since 1991 with the Pittsburgh Pirates.

In January 2007, the New York Daily News
reported that Bonds had tested positive for amphetamines. Under
baseball's amphetamine policy, which had been in effect for one
season, players testing positive were to submit to six additional
tests and undergo treatment and counseling. The policy also stated
that players were not to be identified for a first positive test,
but the New York Daily News leaked the test's results. When the
Players Association informed Bonds of the test results, he
initially attributed it to a substance he had taken from the locker
of Giants teammate Mark Sweeney, but would later retract this claim
and publicly apologize to Sweeney.

On September 21, 2007, the San Francisco
Giants confirmed that they would not re-sign Bonds for the 2008
season. The story was first announced on Bonds' own web site
earlier that day. Bonds officially filed for free agency on October
29, 2007. His agent Jeff Borris said: "I'm anticipating widespread
interest from every Major League team." There was much speculation
before the 2008 season about where Bonds might play. However, no
one signed him during the 2008 season, and the 2009 season also
began without him on any team's roster. If he ever returns to Major
League Baseball, Bonds would be within close range of several
significant hitting milestones: he needs just 65 hits to reach
3,000, 4 runs batted in to reach 2,000, and 38 home runs to reach
800. He needs 69 more runs scored to move past Rickey Henderson as
the all-time runs champion, and 37 extra base hits to move past
Hank Aaron as the all-time extra base hits champion.

 


Bonds and
Controversies:

Since 2003, Bonds has been a key figure in
the Bay Area Laboratory Co-operative (BALCO) scandal. He was under
investigation by a federal grand jury regarding his testimony in
the BALCO case, and was indicted on perjury and obstruction of
justice charges on November 15, 2007. The indictment alleges that
Bonds lied while under oath about his alleged use of steroids. In
2003, Bonds became embroiled in a scandal when Greg Anderson of the
Bay Area Laboratory Co-operative (BALCO), Bonds' trainer since
2000, was indicted by a federal grand jury in the United States
District Court for the Northern District of California and charged
with supplying anabolic steroids to athletes, including a number of
baseball players. This led to speculation that Bonds had used
performance-enhancing drugs during a time when there was no
mandatory testing in Major League Baseball. Bonds declared his
innocence, attributing his changed physique and increased power to
a strict regimen of bodybuilding, diet and legitimate
supplements.

During grand jury testimony on December 4,
2003, Bonds said that he used a clear substance and a cream that he
received from his personal strength trainer, Greg Anderson, who
told him they were the nutritional supplement flaxseed oil and a
rubbing balm for arthritis. This testimony, as reported by Lance
Williams and Mark Fainaru-Wada, has

frequently been misrepresented. Later
reports on Bonds's leaked grand-jury testimony contend that he
admitted to unknowingly using "the cream" and "the clear". In July
2005, all four defendants in the BALCO steroid scandal trial,
including Anderson, struck deals with federal prosecutors that did
not require them to reveal names of athletes who may have used
banned drugs. On November 15, 2007, Bonds was indicted for both
four counts of perjury and one count of obstruction of justice as
it relates to the government investigation of BALCO.

On February 14, 2008 a typo in court papers
filed by Federal prosecutors erroneously alleged that Bonds tested
positive for steroids in November, 2001, a month after hitting his
record 73rd home run. The reference was meant instead to refer to a
November 2000 test that had already been disclosed and previously
reported. The typo sparked a brief media frenzy. His trial for
obstruction of justice was to have begun on March 2, 2009, but
eleventh-hour appeals by the prosecution of pre-trial rulings have
postponed jury selection indefinitely. Bonds is not expected to get
prison time should he be convicted after a pro cyclist facing
similar charges in the case was given house arrest and probation
instead of jail time.

 


Barry’s
Records Held:

Home runs in a single season (73), 2001

Home runs in a single post-season (8),
2002

Home runs against different pitchers
(449)

Home runs since turning 40 years old
(74)

Home runs in the year he turned 43 years old
(28)

Consecutive seasons with 30 or more home
runs (13), 1992-2004

Slugging percentage in a single season
(.863), 2001

Slugging percentage in a World Series
(1.294), 2002

Consecutive seasons with .600 slugging
percentage or higher (8), 1998-2005

On-base percentage in a single season
(.609), 2004

Walks in a single season (232), 2004

Intentional walks in a single season (120),
2004

Consecutive games with a walk (18)

MVP awards
(7—closest competitors trail with
3), 1990, 1992-93, 2001-04

Consecutive MVP awards (4), 2001-04

National League Player of the
Month selections (13—the next highest in either league
is 8 by Frank Thomas, and the next highest in the N.L. is 6 by
George Foster, Pete Rose and Dale Murphy)

Oldest player (age 38) to win the National
League batting title (.370) for the first time, 2002

Tied National League high with 4 home runs
in the 2002 World Series, one short of major league record of 5, by
Reggie Jackson of the 1977 Yankees.

 


Records shared

Consecutive plate appearances with a walk
(7).

Consecutive plate appearances reaching base
(15).

Tied with his father, Bobby, for most
seasons with 30 home runs and 30 stolen bases (five) and are the
only father-son members of the 30-30 club.

Home runs in a single post-season (8),
2002.

 


 


Bond’s
Other Accomplishments:

5-time SF Giants Player of
the Year (1998, 2001–04)

7-time Baseball America NL
All-Star (1993, 1998, 2000–04)

3-Time Major League Player of the Year
(1990, 2001, 2004)

3-Time Baseball America
MLB Player of the Year (2001, 2003–04)

8-Time Gold Glove winner
for NL Outfielder (1990–94,
1996–98)

12-Time Silver Slugger
winner for NL Outfielder (1990–94,
1996–97, 2000–04)

14-time All-Star (1990,
1992–98, 2000–04,
2007)

3-Time NL Hank Aaron Award
winner (2001–02, 2004)

Listed at #6 on The Sporting News' list of
the 100 Greatest Baseball Players, the highest-ranked active
player, in 2005.

Named a finalist to the Major League
Baseball All-Century Team in 1999, but not elected to the team in
the fan balloting.

Rating of 352 on Baseball-Reference.com's
Hall of Fame monitor (100 is a good HOF candidate); 9th among all
hitters, highest among hitters not in HOF yet.

Only the second player to twice have a
single-season slugging percentage over .800, with his record .863
in 2001, and .812 in 2004. Babe Ruth was the other, with .847 in
1920 and .846 in 1921.

Became the first player in history with more
times on base (376) than official times at bats (373) in 2004. This
was due to the record number of walks, which count as a time on
base but not a time at-bat. He had 135 hits, 232 walks, and 9
hit-by-pitches for the 376 number.

With his father Bobby (332, 461), leads all
father-son combinations in combined home runs (1,094) and stolen
bases (975), respectively through September 26, 2007.

Played minor league baseball in both Alaska
and Hawaii. In 1983, he played for the Alaska Goldpanners of
Fairbanks in the Alaska Baseball League, and in 1986, he played for
the Hawaii Islanders in the Pacific Coast League.

One of only six Pittsburgh Pirates to ever
be featured on the cover of Sports Illustrated. The other five are
Willie Stargell, twice, Roberto Clemente, Harry Walker, Dick Groat,
and Frank Thomas. He is also one of only six San Francisco Giants
to appear on the cover, along with Kelly Downs, Rick Reuschel,
Willie Mays, three times, Alvin Dark, and Juan Marichal. He has
appeared on the cover three times in total; twice with the Giants
and once with the Pirates. He is the last player from either team
to appear on the cover.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Benjamin
Banneker

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Banneker was born on
November 9th
1731.

 


Banneker’s Occupation:

Benjamin was a free African American
astronomer, mathematician, surveyor, almanac author, and
farmer.

 


Banneker’s Life Story:

Although it is difficult to verify details
of Benjamin Banneker's family history, it appears that he was a
grandson of a European American named Molly Welsh. The story goes
that Molly met a slave named Banneka when she purchased him to help
establish a farm located near the future site of Ellicott's Mills,
west of Baltimore, Maryland. This part of Maryland was out of the
mainstream of the colonial South, and as result had a more tolerant
attitude toward African Americans than did colonial areas in which
slavery was more prevalent.

Perhaps a member of the Dogon tribe, reputed
to have a historical knowledge of astronomy, Banneka may have
cleared Molly's land, solved irrigation problems, and implemented a
crop rotation for her. Soon thereafter, Molly freed and married
Banneka, who may have shared his knowledge of astronomy with her.
Benjamin's mother, Mary, was the daughter of Molly and Banneka.
Although born after Banneka's death, Benjamin may have acquired
some of his grandfather's knowledge via Molly, who appears to have
taught him how to read, farm, and interpret the sky as Banneka had
taught her. Little is known about Benjamin's father Robert, a
first-generation slave who had fled his owner.

As a young teenager, Banneker met and
befriended Peter Heinrichs, a Quaker farmer who established a
school near Banneker's family's farm. Heinrichs shared his personal
library with Banneker and provided Banneker's only classroom
instruction. During Banneker's lifetime, Quakers were leaders in
the antislavery movement and advocates of

racial equality in accordance with their
Testimony of Equality belief. Once he was old

enough to help on his parents' farm,
Benjamin's formal education ended. He spent most of the rest of his
life at the farm.

After his father died in
1759, Banneker lived with his mother and sisters. Then in 1771, a
white Quaker family, the Ellicotts, moved into the area and built
mills along the Patapsco River. Banneker supplied their workers
with food, and studied the mills. In 1788 he began his more formal
study of astronomy as an adult, using books and equipment that
George Ellicott lent to him. The following year, he sent George
Ellicott his work on the solar eclipse. In February 1791, Major
Andrew Ellicott, a member of the same family, hired Banneker to
assist in a survey of the boundaries of the 100-square-mile
(260 km2) federal district
initially, the Territory of Columbia; later, the District of
Columbia that Maryland and Virginia would cede to the federal
government of the United States for the nation's capital in
accordance with the federal Residence Act of 1790 and later
legislation."

Banneker's activities on the survey team
resembled those used in celestial navigation during his lifetime.
His duties consisted primarily of making astronomical observations
at Jones Point in Alexandria, Virginia, to ascertain the location
of the starting point for the survey and of maintaining a clock
that he used when relating points on the surface of the Earth to
the positions of stars at specific times. Because of illness and
the difficulties in helping to survey the area at the age of 59,
Banneker left the boundary survey in April 1791 and returned to his
home at Ellicott's Mills to work on an ephemeris. Andrew Ellicott
continued the survey with his brothers Benjamin and Joseph
Ellicott, and other assistants through 1791 and 1792.

At Ellicott's Mills, Banneker made
astronomical calculations that predicted solar and lunar eclipses
for inclusion in his ephemeris. He placed the ephemeris and its
subsequent revisions in a six-year series of almanacs, which were
published for the years 1792 through 1797 in Baltimore and
Philadelphia. He also kept a series of journals that contained his
notebooks for astronomical observations, his diary, and his
mathematical calculations. The title page of Banneker's 1792
"Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia Almanack and
Ephemeris" stated that the publication contained:

"the Motions of the Sun and Moon, the True
Places and Aspects of the Planets, the Rising and Setting of the
Sun, Place and Age of the Moon, &c. The Lunations,
Conjunctions, Eclipses, Judgment of the Weather, Festivals, and
other remarkable Days; Days for holding the Supreme and Circuit
Courts of the United States, as also the useful Courts in

Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and
Virginia. Also several useful Tables, and valuable Receipts.
Various Selections from the Commonplace Book of the Kentucky
Philosopher, an American Sage; with interesting and entertaining
Essays, in Prose and Verse the whole comprising a greater, more
pleasing, and useful Variety than any Work of the Kind and Price in
North America".

The 1792 almanac included the times for the
rising and setting of the sun and moon. Weather forecasts and dates
for yearly feasts were also included. Readers also saw a tide table
for the Chesapeake Bay and home treatments for illnesses. In his
1793 almanac, Banneker included letters sent between Thomas
Jefferson and himself. The cover of his 1795 almanac had a woodcut
portrait of him as he may have appeared as a young man. The
almanacs' editors prefaced the publications with adulatory
references to Banneker and his race, such as this excerpt from a
1796 edition:

 


"Not you ye proud, impute to these the
blame

If Afric's sons to genius are unknown,

For Banneker has prov'd they may acquire a
name,

As bright, as lasting, as your own."

 


Supported by Andrew, George and Elias
Ellicott and heavily promoted by the Society for the Promotion of
the Abolition of Slavery of Maryland and of Pennsylvania, the early
editions of the almanacs achieved commercial success. After these
editions were published, William Wilberforce and other prominent
abolitionists praised Banneker and his works in Great Britain's
House of Commons.

 


Banneker’s views on Slavery, Racial
equality and Peace:

Banneker expressed his views on slavery and
racial equality in a letter to Thomas Jefferson and in other
documents that he placed within his 1793 almanac. The almanac
contained copies of his correspondence with Jefferson, poetry by
the African American poetess Phyllis Wheatley and by the English
anti-slavery poet William Cowper, and anti-slavery speeches and
essays from England and America. The almanac also contained a copy
of a plan that Benjamin Rush had authored that called for the
creation of a peace office in the federal government.

On August 19, 1791, after departing the
federal capital area, Banneker wrote a letter to Thomas Jefferson,
who in 1776 had authored the United States Declaration of
Independence and in 1791 was serving as the United States Secretary
of State. Quoting language in the Declaration, the letter expressed
a plea for justice for African Americans. To further support this
plea, Banneker included within the letter a handwritten manuscript
of an almanac for 1792 containing his ephemeris with his
astronomical calculations. In the letter, Banneker accused
Jefferson of criminally using fraud and violence to oppress his
slaves by stating:

 


"…Sir, how pitiable is it to reflect, that
although you were so fully convinced of the benevolence of the
Father of Mankind, and of his equal and impartial distribution of
these rights and privileges, which he hath conferred upon them,
that you should at the same time counteract his mercies, in
detaining by fraud and violence so numerous a part of my brethren,
under groaning captivity and cruel oppression, that you should at
the same time be found guilty of that most criminal act, which you
professedly detested in others, with respect to yourselves."

 


Banneker's letter did not offer any evidence
to support this allegation. His message ended with the
statement:

 


"And now, Sir, I shall conclude, and subscribe myself, with
the most profound respect,

Your most obedient humble servant,

BENJAMIN
BANNEKER."

An English abolitionist, Thomas Day, had
earlier written in a 1776 letter:

"If there be an object truly ridiculous in nature, it is an
American patriot, signing resolutions of independency with the one
hand, and with the other brandishing a whip over his affrighted
slaves."

 


While Banneker's letter expressed similar
sentiments, his missive went further when charging Jefferson with
criminality and fraud when dealing with slaves.

Without directly responding to Banneker's
accusation, Jefferson replied to Banneker's letter on August 30,
1791, in a series of nuanced statements that expressed his interest
in the advancement of the equality of America's black population.
Jefferson's reply stated in part:

 


"No body wishes more than I do, to see such proofs as you
exhibit, that nature has given to our black brethren talents equal
to those of the other colors of men; and that the appearance of the
want of them, is owing merely to the degraded condition of their
existence, both in Africa and America. … I have taken the liberty
of sending your Almanac to Monsieur de Condozett, Secretary of the
Academy of Sciences at Paris, and Member of the Philanthropic
Society, because I considered it as a document, to which your whole
color had a right for their justification, against the doubts which
have been entertained of them."

 


In 1809, three years after Banneker's death,
Jefferson wrote:

 


"The whole do not amount, in point of evidence, to what we
know ourselves of Banneker. We know he had spherical trigonometry
enough to make almanacs, but not without the suspicion of aid from
Ellicot, who was his neighbor and friend, and never missed an
opportunity of puffing him. I have a long letter from Banneker,
which shows him to have had a mind of very common stature
indeed."

 


Honoring
Banneker:

A park commemorating
Benjamin Banneker is located at the former site of Banneker's farm
and residence in Baltimore County, Maryland, between Ellicott City
and the City of Baltimore. The Baltimore County Department of
Recreation and Parks manages the park, which was dedicated on June
9, 1998. The park encompasses 138 acres
(0.56 km2) and contains
extensive nature trails. The primary focus of the park is a museum
highlighting Banneker's contributions. The museum contains a
visitors center that features a collection of Banneker's works, a
community gallery, a gift shop and a patio garden. A historical
marker that the Maryland Historical Society erected stands on the
grounds of the park. The marker replaced the last of three earlier
markers that vandals had previously destroyed.

A small urban park memorializing Benjamin
Banneker is located at a prominent overlook at the south end of
L'Enfant Promenade in southwest Washington, D.C., a half mile (800
m) south of the Smithsonian Institution's "Castle" on the National
Mall. The National Park Service administers the park and has
erected a historical marker there. The Government of the District
of Columbia owns the park's site, which is inside of a traffic
circle Benjamin Banneker Circle. The park, which was constructed in
1970, is now stop number 8 on Washington's Southwest Heritage
Trail. In 2004, the D.C. Preservation League listed the park as one
of the most endangered places in the District of Columbia. The
Washington Interdependence Council is planning to construct a
monumental memorial to Banneker at or near the site of the park. On
November 8, 2006, the Council held a selection part to pick the
artist that would design the memorial.

On February 15, 1980, the United States
Postal Service issued a 15 cent stamp that illustrated a portrait
of Banneker. An image of Banneker standing behind a short telescope
mounted on a tripod is superimposed upon the portrait. The device
shown in the stamp resembles Andrew Ellicott's transit and equal
altitude instrument, which is presently in the collection of the
Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of American History in
Washington, D.C. The stamp is part of the Postal Service's Black
Heritage stamp series.

 


Banneker Death:

Banneker never married. Because of declining
sales, his last almanac was published in 1797. After selling much
of his farm to the Ellicotts and others, he died in his log cabin
nine years later on October 9, 1806, exactly one month before his
75th birthday. His chronic alcoholism, which worsened as he aged,
may have contributed to his death. A commemorative obelisk that the
Maryland Bicentennial Commission and the State Commission on Afro
American History and Culture erected in 1977 stands near his
unmarked grave in an Oella, Maryland, churchyard.
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Benjamin Solomon
Carson

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Benjamin Solomon. Carson,
Sr. was born on September18, 1951 in Detroit, Michigan.

 


Carson’s
Childhood:

His mother, Sonya Carson, had dropped out of
school in the third grade and married Robert Solomon Carson, a much
older Baptist minister from Tennessee, when she was only thirteen.
When Carson was only eight, his parents divorced, and Mrs. Carson
was left to raise Benjamin and his older brother, Curtis, on her
own. She worked at two, sometimes three, jobs at a time to provide
for her boys.

Early on, Carson
experienced difficulty in school, eventually falling to the bottom
of his class. He became the object of name calling and subsequently
developed a violent, uncontrollable temper. Determined to turn her
son’s life around,
Carson’s mother limited his television
watching and refused to let him go outside to play until he had
finished his homework each day. She required him to read two
library books a week, and give her written reports on his reading,
even though, with her own poor education, she could barely read
what he had written. Soon Carson was amazing his instructors and
classmates with his improvement. "It was at that moment that I
realized I wasn't stupid," he recalled later. Carson continued to
amaze his classmates with his newfound knowledge and within a year
he was at the top of his class.

After determining that he
wanted to be a psychiatrist, Carson graduated with honors from high
school and attended Yale University, where
he earned a degree in Psychology. From Yale, he went to the Medical
School of the University of Michigan, where his interest shifted
from psychiatry to neurosurgery. His excellent hand-eye
coordination and three-dimensional reasoning skills made him a
superior surgeon. After medical school he became a neurosurgery
resident at the Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. At the age of
33, he became the hospital's professor and director of Pediatric
Neurosurgery.

 


Carson’s
Occupation:

Benjamin Carson is an
American Neurosurgeon, and the Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery
at Johns Hopkins Hospital. In September
1987 Carson performed a procedure to separate a pair of
seven-month-old German Siamese twins, who were joined at the head.
Carson was the lead surgeon on the team which performed the complex
procedure. A team of seventy medical staff members, including five
neurosurgeons, seven pediatric anesthesiologists, five plastic
surgeons, two cardiac surgeons, and dozens of nurses and
technicians took part in five months of preparation, including five
three-hour dress rehearsals. A crowd of media people waited outside
the operating room for Carson and his medical team to emerge,
triumphant, at the end of the twenty-two-hour operation.

In 1997 Carson and his
team went to South Africa to separate Luka and Joseph Banda, infant
boys from Zambia. Both boys survived, and neither one suffered
severe brain damage. The Bandas were the first set of twins joined
at the tops of their heads to be successfully surgically separated.
The operation lasted 28 hours. In 2003, Carson was a member of the
surgical team that worked to separate conjoined adult
siblings Ladan and Laleh
Bijani. Neither survived the surgery. When
asked why he had performed such a risky surgery, Carson said that
he had heard them say that they would rather die than stay
conjoined.

 


Carson’s
Personal life:

Carson married Candy
Rustin--whom he met at Yale--in 1975; she holds a M.B.A. degree and
is an accomplished musician, and both are
devout evangelical Christians and members of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. They have three sons, Murray, Benjamin Jr., and
Rhoeyce. Carson has written
three bestselling books published by Zondervan,
an international Christian media and publishing company, Gifted
Hands, The Big Picture, and Think Big. The first book is an
autobiography, and the other two are about his personal
philosophies of success that incorporate hard work and a faith in
God. Carson's religious faith is Seventh-day Adventist. In 2002
Carson was forced to cut back on his public appearances a bit when
he faced a medical problem of his own.

In June he was diagnosed with prostate
cancer, but fortunately the cancer was caught in time. Because of
his brush with death, however, Carson made a few life changes. He
still operates on more than three hundred children a year but has
been trying to shorten his days. Prior to his cancer he used to
work from 7:00 in the morning until 8:00 at night, now he tries to
leave the hospital at 6:15 P.M. This gives him more time to spend
with his wife and three children. A television movie about Carson's
life, Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story, premiered on TNT on
February 7, 2009, with Academy Award winner Cuba Gooding Jr. in the
lead role and Kimberly Elise portraying his mother.

 


Carson’s
Awards and honors:

Carson has received
numerous honors and awards including over 40 honorary doctorate
degrees. He was a member of the American
Academy of Achievement, the Horatio Alger Association of
Distinguished Americans, the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical
Society, and many other prestigious organizations. He sits on many
boards including the Board of Directors of Kellogg Company, Costco
Wholesale Corporation, Yale Corporation, and America's Promise. He
was also the president and co-founder of the Carson Scholars Fund,
which recognizes young people of all backgrounds for exceptional
academic and humanitarian accomplishments.

In 2007, Carson was
inducted into the Indiana Wesleyan
University Society of World Changers and received an honorary
doctorate while speaking at the university. He returned to IWU the
following year when his friend, Tony Dungy, was also inducted into
the society. On June 19, 2008, Carson received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom from President George W. Bush.
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Benjamin
Arthur Quarles

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Quarles was born in
Boston, Massachusetts on January 23, 1904. His father was a subway porter. He married twice, first to
Vera bullock Quarles who died in 1951, and then to Ruth Brett Quarles and had two daughters, Pamela and
Roberta.

 


Benjamin’s Occupation:

He was an American historian, administrator,
scholar, educator, and writer. Throughout his leading works,
Quarles focused on the contributions and achievements made to
America by the roles of Blacks throughout history, and the black
participation in the abolitions movement.

 


Benjamin’s Personal Life:

In his Twenties, Quarles
enrolled at Shaw University and received his B.A. degree in 1931,
M.A. degree from University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1933, and Ph.D.
in 1940. He worked as an instructor of history at Shaw University,
Raleigh, North Carolina from 1935 to 1939, a professor and dean at
Dillard University, New Orleans, Louisiana from 1939 to1953, and a
professor of history and chair of department at Morgan State
University, Baltimore, Maryland from 1953
to1974.

He was an active member of many political
and historical organizations such as Project Advisory Committee on
Black Congress Members, Department of the Army Historical Advisory
Committee, and American Council of Learned Societies. He was one of
the few men in the profession who openly supported the founding of
the Association of Black Women Historians.



Benjamin’s Contribution to
Society:

A prolific writer, Benjamin Quarles
published ten books, twenty-three articles, and hundreds of shorter
pieces of various sorts. In his writings, Quarles focused on
giving

detailed attention to the contributions made
by the black soldiers and abolitions of the American Revolution and
the Civil War. His writings include The Negro in the American
Revolution (1961), Lincoln and the Negro (1962), The Negro in the
Making of America (1964), Fredrick Douglass (1968), The Negro in
the Civil War (1968), Black

Abolitionists (1969), Allies for Freedom
(1974), and Black Mosaic (1988).

 


Benjamin’s Death:

Benjamin
Quarles died of a heart attack at age of 92 on
November 16, 1996.
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Benjamin Elijah
Mays

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Benjamin Elijah Mays was
born on August 1, 1895 in Ninety Six, South
Carolina. He was the youngest of eight
children; his parents were tenant farmers, and former
slaves.

 


Benjamin’s Occupation/Contribution to
Society:

Benjamin Mays was an American minister,
educator, scholar, social activist and the president of Morehouse
College in Atlanta, Georgia . He was also a significant mentor to
civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. and was among the most
articulate and outspoken critics of segregation before the rise of
the modern civil rights movement in the United States.

 


Benjamin’s Personal life:

After spending a year at Virginia Union
University, he moved north to attend Bates College in Maine, where
he obtained his B.A. in 1920, then entered the University of
Chicago as a graduate student, earning an M.A. in 1925 and a Ph.D.
in the School of Religion in 1935. His education at Chicago was
interrupted several times: he was ordained a Baptist minister in
1922 and accepted a pastorate at the Shiloh Baptist Church of
Atlanta, then later taught at Morehouse and at South Carolina State
College.

While in graduate school Mays worked as a
Pullman Porter. He also worked as a student assistant to Dr. Lacey
Kirk Williams, pastor of Olivet Baptist Church in Chicago and
President of the National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.

 


Benjamin’s Career and
Accomplishments:

While working on his
doctorate, Mays and Joseph Nicholson published a study
entitled The Negro's
Church, the first sociological study of
African-American religion and clerical practices. Four years later in 1938,
he published The Negro's God as Reflected
in His Literature. In 1926, he was
appointed executive secretary of the Tampa, Florida Urban League.
After two years at this post he became National Student Secretary
of the YMCA. Mays accepted the position of Dean of the School of
Religion at Howard University in Washington, D.C. in 1934. At
present, Mays Hall of Howard University is the home of the Howard
University School of Divinity. During his six years there Mays
traveled to India, where, at the urging of Howard Thurman, a fellow
professor at Howard, he spoke at some length with Mahatma
Gandhi.

In 1940, Mays became the president of
Morehouse College. His most famous student there was Martin Luther
King Jr. The two developed a close relationship that continued
until King's death in 1968 as his lifelong mentor. Mays delivered
the eulogy for King.

Mays emphasized two themes throughout his
life: the dignity of all human beings and the gap between American
democratic ideals and American social practices. Those became key
elements of the message of King and the American civil rights
movement. Mays explored these themes at length in his book Seeking
to Be a Christian in Race Relations, published in 1957.

After his retirement in 1967 from Morehouse,
Mays was elected president of the Atlanta Public Schools Board of
Education, where he supervised the peaceful desegregation of
Atlanta's public schools. He published two autobiographies, Born to
Rebel 1971, and Lord, the People Have Driven Me On 1981. One of the
Atlanta Public High Schools was named in his honor, Benjamin E.
Mays High School. It is known for its students' success in the
Academy of Science & Mathematics.

Benjamin is a member of the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity.

 


May's Death:

May's tomb in front of
Graves Hall on Morehouse College's campus
green.

Dr. Mays died in Atlanta on March 28, 1984.
He was entombed on the campus of Morehouse College. His wife
Sadie's remains were cremated and scattered on the grounds of the
Century Campus of Morehouse College
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Brig. Gen. Benjamin O.
Davis Sr.

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Benjamin O. Davis, Sr., was born in
Washington, D.C., on July 1, 1877.

 


Benjamin’s Occupation/Contribution to
Society:

He was America's first African-American
general officer. He entered the military service on July 13, 1898,
during the War with Spain as a temporary first lieutenant of the
8th United States Volunteer Infantry. He was mustered out on March
6, 1899, and on June 18, 1899, he enlisted as a private in Troop I,
9th Cavalry, of the Regular Army. He then served as corporal and
squadron sergeant major, and on February 2, 1901, he was
commissioned a second lieutenant of Cavalry in the Regular Army

 


Benjamin’s Personal/Military
Life:

He entered Howard University in 1897 and
left the following year to serve as First Lieutenant of Volunteers
in the Spanish-American War. He was mustered out of the volunteers
in 1899, and immediately enlisted as a Private, 9th U.S. Cavalry of
the Regular Army, and during service in the Philippines rose
rapidly through the ranks to a commission as a Second Lieutenant,
1901. In 1905, with promotion to First Lieutenant, he was detailed
to Wilberforce University as professor of military tactics,
remaining there for four years. During 1909-12, he was military
attaché in Monrovia, Liberia, and for the next three years was on
garrison duty and border patrol duty in the West. He returned to
Wilberforce in 1915.

Another tour of duty in the Philippines
followed in 1917-20, during which he advanced to Lieutenant
Colonel, followed by assignment as professor of military tactics at
Tuskegee Institute, where he remained until 1924. For the next 14
years he alternated between teaching at Tuskegee and Wilberforce,
receiving promotion to Colonel in 1930. In 1938 he was given his
first independent command, that of the 369th National Guard
Infantry Regiment. Two years later, in October 1940, he became the
first black soldier to hold the rank of General in the Army.

His promotion to Brigadier General aroused a
brief but intense controversy, both on account of his race and
because it came just a month before the presidential elections, it
was viewed by some as politically motivated on the part of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt. In command of the 2nd Cavalry
Brigade at Fort Riley, Kansas, on promotion. He retired in 1941,
but was immediately recalled to active duty and assigned to the
Officer of the Inspector General of the Army. During World War II,
he served in the European Theater of Operations as adviser on race
relations in the Army. Returning to his post as Assistant Inspector
General he retired again from the Army in 1948 after 50 years of
service.

 


Davis’s
Promotions:

He was promoted to first lieutenant on March
30, 1905; to captain on December 24, 1915; to major (temporarily)
on August 5, 1917, and to lieutenant colonel (temporarily) on May
1, 1918. He reverted to his permanent rank of captain on October
14, 1919, and was promoted to lieutenant colonel on July 1, 1920;
to colonel on February 18, 1930; to brigadier general, temporarily,
on October 25, 1940. He was retired on July 31, 1941, and recalled
to active duty with the rank of brigadier general the following
day.

 


Davis’s
Decorations and Honors:

General Davis' U.S. military decorations
consisted of the Bronze Star Medal and the Distinguished Service
Medal (DSM). His DSM medal, awarded by General Order 10, dated 22
February 1945, stated that General Benjamin O. Davis was awarded
the DSM "for exceptionally meritorious service to the Government in
a duty of great responsibility from June 1941 to November 1944. The
War Department release issued about General Davis' DSM on February
11, 1945 included the following citation:

For exceptionally meritorious service to the
Government in a duty of great responsibility from June, 1941, to
November, 1944, as an Inspector of troop units in the field, and as
special War Department consultant on matters pertaining to Negro
troops. The initiative, intelligence and sympathetic understanding
displayed by him in conducting countless investigations concerning
individual soldiers, troop units and other components of the War
Department brought about a fair and equitable

solution to many important problems which
have since become the basis of far-reaching War Department
policy.

His wise advice and counsel have made a
direct contribution to the maintenance of soldier morale and troop
discipline and has been of material assistance to the War
Department and to responsible commanders in the field of
understanding personnel matters as they pertain to the individual
soldier. Additionally, General Davis was awarded an Honorary Degree
of LL.D. from Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia. His foreign
awards and honors consisted of the Croix de Guerre with Palm from
France and the Grade of Commander of the Order of the Star of
Africa from Liberia.

 


Benjamin’s Death:

He died in Chicago, Illinois, on November
26, 1970 and was buried in Section 2 of Arlington National
Cemetery.
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Benjamin O. Davis,
Jr.

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Benjamin Oliver Davis, Jr. was born in
Washington, D.C. on December 18, 1912, the second of three children
born to Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. and Elnora Dickerson Davis.

 


Benjamin’s Personal Life:

At the age of 14, the
younger Davis went for a flight with a pilot at Bolling Field in Washington, D.C. The experience led to
his determination to become a pilot himself. He was the first
officer to get his wings from the Tuskegee Army Air Field on March
7, 1942. After attending the University of Chicago, he entered the
United States Military Academy at West Point, New York in 1932. He
was sponsored by Representative Oscar De Priest (R-IL) of Chicago,
at the time, the only black member of Congress. During the entire
four years of his Academy term, Davis was shunned by his
classmates, few of whom spoke to him outside the line of duty. He
never had a roommate, and always ate by himself.

His classmates hoped that this would drive
him out of the Academy. The "silent treatment" had the opposite
effect, it made Davis more determined to graduate. Nevertheless, he
earned the respect of his classmates, as evidenced by the
biographical note beneath his picture in the 1936 yearbook reads,
the Howitzer: "The courage, tenacity, and intelligence with which
he conquered a problem incomparably more difficult than plebe year
won for him the sincere admiration of his classmates, and his
single-minded determination to continue in his chosen career cannot
fail to inspire respect wherever fortune may lead him." He
graduated in 1936, 35th in a class of 278. He was the academy's
fourth black graduate.

When he was commissioned
as a second lieutenant, the Army had a grand total of two black
line officers Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. and Benjamin O. Davis, Jr.
After graduation he married Agatha Scott. At the start of his
senior year at West Point, Davis had
applied for the Army Air Corps but was rejected because it did not
accept blacks. He was instead assigned to the all-black 24th
Infantry Regiment, one of the original Buffalo Soldier regiments,
at Fort Benning, Georgia. He was not allowed inside the base
officers' club. He later attended the U.S. Army Infantry School at
Fort Benning, but then was assigned to teach military tactics at
Tuskegee Institute, a black college in Alabama. This was something
his father had done years before. It was the Army's way to avoid
having a black officer in command of white soldiers.

 


Benjamin’s Occupation/Career:

Capt Benjamin Oliver
Davis, Jr., of Washington, D.C., climbing into an Advanced Trainer.
Tuskegee, Alabama. January 1942. Early in
1941, the Roosevelt administration, in response to public pressure
for greater black participation in the military as war approached,
ordered the War Department to create a black flying unit. Captain
Davis was assigned to the first training class at Tuskegee Army Air
Field, hence the name Tuskegee Airmen, and in March 1942 won his
wings as one of five black officers to complete the course. He was
the first black officer to solo an Army Air Corps aircraft. In July
that year, having been promoted to lieutenant colonel, he was named
commander of the first all-black air unit, the 99th Pursuit
Squadron.

The squadron, equipped
with Curtiss P-40 fighters, was sent to Tunisia in North Africa in
the spring of 1943. On June 2, they saw combat for the first time
in a dive-bombing mission against the German-held island of
Pantelleria. The squadron later supported the Allied invasion of
Sicily. In September 1943, Davis was called back to the United
States to take command of the 332nd Fighter Group, a larger
all-black unit preparing to go overseas. Soon after his arrival,
however, there was an attempt to stop the use of black pilots in
combat. Senior officers in the Army Air Forces recommended to the
Army chief of staff, General George Marshall, that the
99th, Davis's old unit,
be removed from combat operations as it had performed poorly. This
infuriated Davis as he had never been told of any deficiencies with
the unit. He held a news conference at The Pentagon
to defend his men and then presented his case to
a War Department committee studying the use of black
servicemen.

Marshall ordered an
inquiry but allowed the 99th to continue fighting in the meantime.
The inquiry eventually reported that the 99th's performance was
comparable to other air units, but any questions about the
squadron's fitness were answered in January 1944 when its pilots
shot down 12 German planes in 2 days while protecting the
Anzio beachhead. Colonel Davis and his
332d Fighter Group arrived in Italy soon after that. The
four-squadron group, which was called the Red Tails for the
distinctive markings of its planes, were based at Ramitelli and
flew many missions deep into German territory. By summer 1944 the
Group had transitioned to P-47 Thunderbolts.

In the summer of 1945,
Davis took over the all-black 477th Bombardment Group,
which was stationed at Godman Field,
Kentucky. During the war, the airmen commanded by
Davis had compiled an outstanding record in combat against the
Luftwaffe. They flew more than 15,000 sorties, shot down 111 enemy
planes, and destroyed or damaged 273 on the ground at a cost of 66
of their own planes. The bombers lost to enemy action during their
escort missions numbered only as many as 25 Tuskegee Airmen. Davis
himself led dozens of missions in P-47 Thunderbolts and P-51
Mustangs. He received the Silver Star for a strafing run into
Austria and the Distinguished Flying Cross for a bomber-escort
mission to Munich on June 9, 1944. In July 1948, President Harry S.
Truman signed an executive order ordering the racial integration of
the armed forces. Colonel Davis helped draft the Air Force plan
for implementing this order. The Air Force
was the first of the services to integrate fully.

Colonel Davis, commander of the 51st FIW,
leads a formation of F-86F Sabres during the Korean War in 1954.
Davis served at the Pentagon and in overseas posts over the next
two decades. He again saw combat in 1953 when he assumed command of
the 51st Fighter-Interceptor Wing (51 FIW) and flew an F-86 Sabre
in Korea. He served as Director of Operations and Training at Far
East Air Forces Headquarters, Tokyo, from 1954 until 1955, when he
assumed the position of Vice commander, Thirteenth Air Force (13
AF), with additional duty as commander, Air Task Force 13
(Provisional), Taipei, Formosa. In April 1957 General Davis arrived
at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, as chief of staff, Twelfth Air Force
(12 AF), U.S. Air Forces in Europe (USAFE). When the Twelfth Air
Force was transferred to James Connally Air Force Base, Texas in
December 1957, he assumed new duties as deputy chief of staff for
operations, Headquarters U.S. Air Forces in Europe (USAFE),
Wiesbaden Air Base, Germany.

In July 1961, he returned to the United
States and Headquarters U.S. Air Force where he served as the
Director of Manpower and Organization, Deputy Chief of Staff for
Programs and Requirements; and in February 1965 was assigned as
assistant deputy chief of staff, programs and requirements. He
remained in that position until his assignment as chief of staff
for the United Nations Command and U.S. Forces in Korea (USFK) in
April 1965. He assumed command of the Thirteenth Air Force (13 AF)
at Clark Air Base in the Republic of the Philippines in August
1967.

Davis was assigned as
deputy commander in chief, U.S. Strike Command, with headquarters
at MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, in August 1968, with additional
duty as commander in chief, Middle-East, Southern Asia and Africa.
He retired from active military service on February 1, 1970. On
December 9, 1998, Benjamin O. Davis Jr. was advanced to the rank of
General, U.S. Air Force (Retired), with President Clinton pinning
on his four-star insignia.

 


Davis’s
Decorations and honors

At the time of Davis's retirement in 1970,
he held the rank of lieutenant general, but on December 9, 1998
President Bill Clinton awarded him a fourth star, raising him to
the rank of full general. After retirement, he headed the federal
sky marshal program, and in 1971 was named Assistant Secretary of
Transportation for Environment, Safety, and Consumer Affairs.
Overseeing the development of airport security and highway safety,
Davis was one of the chief proponents of the 55 mile per hour speed
limit to save gasoline and lives.

He retired from the
Department of Transportation in 1975, and in 1978 served on the
American Battle Monuments Commission, on which his father had
served decades before. In 1991, he published his autobiography,
Benjamin O. Davis Jr.: American Smithsonian Institution Press. His
military decorations included the Air Force Distinguished Service
Medal, Army Distinguished Service Medal, Silver Star, Legion of
Merit with two oak leaf clusters, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air
Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Army Commendation Medal with two
oak leaf clusters, and the Philippine Legion of Honor. In 2002,
scholar Molefi Kete Asante listed Benjamin O. Davis, Jr. on his
list of 100 Greatest African Americans.

 


Davis’s
Death:

His wife Agatha died in
early 2002 and General Davis, who was 89 and suffering from
Alzheimer's disease, followed shortly after, passing away on July
4, 2002 at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C..
General Davis was buried July 17, 2002 at Arlington National
Cemetery. A Red Tail P-51 Mustang, similar to the one he had flown
in World War II, flew overhead during funeral services. Bill
Clinton said, "General Davis is here today as living proof that a
person can overcome adversity and discrimination, achieve great
things, turn skeptics into believers; and through example and
perseverance, one person can bring truly
extraordinary change".
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Bessie Coleman

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Bessie was born on the
26th of January in
Atlanta, Texas, 1892.

 


Bessie’s
Occupation:

Coleman was an American civil aviator.
Popularly known as "Queen Bess", she was the first African American
to become an airplane pilot, and the first American of any race or
gender to hold an international pilot license.

 


Coleman’s
Life Story:

Coleman began school at the age of six and
had to walk four miles each day to her all-black, one-room school.
Despite sometimes lacking such materials as chalk and pencils,
Coleman was an excellent student. She loved to read and established
herself as an outstanding math student. Coleman completed all eight
grades of her one-room school. Every year, Coleman's routine of
school, chores, and church was interrupted by the cotton
harvest.

In 1901, Coleman's life took a dramatic
turn: George Coleman left his family. He had become fed up with the
racial barriers that existed in Texas. He returned to Oklahoma, or
Indian Territory as it was then called, to find better
opportunities, but Susan and the children did not go with him. At
the age of twelve, Coleman was accepted into the Missionary Baptist
Church. When she turned eighteen, Coleman took all of her savings
and enrolled in the Oklahoma Colored Agricultural and Normal
University, now called Langston University, in Langston, Oklahoma.
She completed only one term before she ran out of money and was
forced to return home. Coleman knew there was no future for her in
her home town, so she went to live with two of her brothers in
Chicago while she looked for a job.

In 1915, at the age of
twenty-three, Coleman moved to Chicago, Illinois, where she lived
with her brothers and where she worked at the White Sox Barber Shop
as a manicurist. There she heard tales of the world from pilots who
were returning home from World War I. They told stories about
flying in the war, and Coleman started to fantasize about being a
pilot. Her brother used to tease her by commenting that French
women were better than African-American women because French women
were pilots already. At the barbershop, Coleman met many
influential men from the black community, including Robert S.
Abbott, founder and publisher of the Chicago Defender, and Jesse Binga, a
real estate promoter. Coleman received financial backing from Binga
and the Defender,
which capitalized on her flamboyant personality and her beauty to
promote the newspaper, and to promote her cause. She could not gain
admission to American flight schools because she was black and a
woman. No black U.S. aviator would train her either. Robert Abbott
encouraged her to study abroad.

Coleman took French language class at the
Berlitz school in Chicago, and then traveled to Paris on November
20, 1920. Coleman learned to fly in a Nieuport Type 82 biplane,
with "a steering system that consisted of a vertical stick the
thickness of a baseball bat in front of the pilot and a rudder bar
under the pilot's feet." On June 15, 1921 Coleman became not only
the first African-American woman to earn an international aviation
license from the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale, but the
first African-American woman in the world to earn an aviation
pilot's license. Determined to polish her skills, Coleman spent the
next two months taking lessons from a French ace pilot near Paris,
and in September sailed for New York.

Coleman quickly realized that in order to
make a living as a civilian aviator the age of commercial flight
was still a decade or more in the future she would need to become a
"barnstorming" stunt flier, and perform for paying audiences. But
to succeed in this highly competitive arena, she would need
advanced lessons and a more extensive repertoire. Returning to
Chicago, Coleman could find no one willing to teach her, so in
February 1922, she sailed again for Europe. She spent the next two
months in France completing an advanced course in aviation, then
left for the Netherlands to meet with Anthony Fokker, one of the
world's most distinguished aircraft designers. She also traveled to
Germany, where she visited the Fokker Corporation and received
additional training from one of the company's chief pilots. She
returned to the United States with the confidence and enthusiasm
she needed to launch her career in exhibition flying.

In September 1921, she
became a media sensation when she returned to the United States.
"Queen Bess," as she was known, was a highly popular draw for the
next five years. Invited to important events and often interviewed
by newspapers, she was admired by both blacks and whites. She
primarily flew Curtiss JN-4 "Jenny" biplanes and army surplus
aircraft left over from the war. In Los Angeles, California, she
broke a leg and three ribs when her plane stalled and crashed on
February 22, 1922. She made her first appearance in an American
airshow on September 3, 1922, at an event honoring veterans of the
all-black 369th American Expeditionary Force of World War I. Held
at Curtiss Field on Long Island near New York City and sponsored by
her friend Abbott and the Chicago
Defender newspaper, the show billed
Coleman as "the world's greatest woman flyer" and featured aerial
displays by eight other American ace pilots. Six weeks later she
returned to Chicago to deliver a stunning demonstration of
daredevil maneuvers including figure eights, loops, and near-ground
dips to a large and enthusiastic crowd at the Checkerboard
Airdrome, now Chicago Midway Airport.

But the thrill of stunt
flying and the admiration of cheering crowds were only part of
Coleman's dream. Coleman never lost sight of her childhood vow to
one day "amount to something." As a professional aviator, Coleman
would often be criticized by the press for her opportunistic nature
and the flamboyant style she brought to her exhibition flying.
However, she also quickly gained a reputation as a skilled and
daring pilot who would stop at nothing to complete a difficult
stunt. Through her media contacts, she was offered a role in a
feature length film titled Shadow and
Sunshine, to be financed by the African
American Seminole Film Producing Company. She gladly accepted,
hoping the publicity would help to advance her career and provide
her with some of the money she needed to establish her own flying
school. But upon learning that the first scene in the movie
required her to appear in tattered clothes, with a walking stick
and a pack on her back, she refused to proceed. "Clearly," wrote
Doris Rich, "[Bessie's] walking off the movie set was a statement
of principle. Opportunist though she was about her career, she was
never an opportunist about race. She had no intention of
perpetuating the derogatory image most whites had of most
blacks."

Coleman would not live
long enough to fulfill her greatest dream establishing a school for
young, black aviators but her pioneering achievements served as an
inspiration for a generation of African American men and women.
"Because of Bessie Coleman," wrote Lieutenant William J. Powell
in Black Wings 1934, dedicated to Coleman, we have
overcome that which was worse than racial barriers. We have
overcome the barriers within ourselves and dared to
dream. Powell served in a segregated unit
during World War I, and tirelessly promoted the cause of black
aviation through his book, his journals, and the Bessie Coleman
Aero Club, which he founded in 1929.

 


Honoring
Bessie:

Over the years, recognition of Coleman's
accomplishments has grown. Coleman's impact on aviation history,
and particularly African Americans in aviation, quickly became
apparent following her death. In 1927, Bessie Coleman Aero Clubs
sprang up throughout the country. On Labor Day, 1931, these clubs
sponsored the first all-African American Air Show, which attracted
approximately 15,000 spectators. That same year, a group of African
American pilots established an annual flyover of Coleman's grave in
Lincoln Cemetery in Chicago. Coleman's name also began appearing on
buildings in Harlem. In 1989, First Flight Society inducted Coleman
into their shrine that honors those individuals and groups that
have achieved significant "firsts" in aviation's development.

A second-floor conference
room at the Federal Aviation Administration, Washington, DC, is
named after Coleman. In 1990, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley
renamed Old Mannheim Road at O'Hare International Airport "Bessie
Coleman Drive." In 1992, he proclaimed May 2 "Bessie Coleman Day in
Chicago." Mae Jemison, physician and former NASA astronaut, wrote
in the book, Queen Bess: Daredevil
Aviator (1993): "I point to Bessie Coleman
and say without hesitation that here is a woman, a being, who
exemplifies and serves as a model to all humanity: the very
definition of strength, dignity, courage, integrity, and beauty. It
looks like a good day for flying."

In 1995, she was honored with her image on a
U.S. postage stamp, and was inducted into the Women in Aviation
Hall of Fame.

In November 2000, Coleman
was inducted in The Texas Aviation Hall of Fame. She is the subject
of Barnstormer, a
musical that debuted 20 October 2008 at the National Alliance for
Musical Theater Festival in New York, the book and lyrics are by
Cheryl Davis and the music is by Douglas Cohen. In 2004, a small
park in the Southside Chicago Hyde Park neighborhood was named
"Bessie Coleman Park." Additionally, the Bessie Coleman park
council was formed in 2005 as one of many responses to a serious
increase in crime, shootings, and disorderly loitering in and near
the park, at 54th and Drexel.

 


Coleman’s
Death:

On April 30, 1926, Coleman, at the age of
thirty-four, was in Jacksonville, Florida. She had recently
purchased a plane in Dallas, Texas and had it flown to Jacksonville
in preparation for an air show. Her friends and family did not
consider the aircraft safe and implored her not to fly it. Her
mechanic and publicity agent, William Wills, was flying the plane
with Coleman in the other seat. Coleman did not put on her seatbelt
because she was planning a parachute jump for the next day and
wanted to look over the cockpit to examine the terrain. About ten
minutes into the flight, the plane did not pull out of a planned
nosedive, instead it accelerated into a tailspin. Coleman was
thrown from the plane at 500 feet and died instantly when she hit
the ground. William Wills was unable to gain control of the plane
and it plummeted to the ground.

Wills died upon impact and
the plane burst into flames. Although the wreckage of the plane was
badly burned, it was later discovered that a wrench used to service
the engine had slid into the gearbox and jammed it, causing the
plane to spin out of control. Experts noted at the time that gears
in more modern planes had a protective covering an accident like
this need not have happened. Her funeral
in Jacksonville, Florida on May 2, 1926 was attended by 5,000
mourners. Many of them, including Ida B. Wells, were prominent
members of black society. Three days later, her remains arrived in
Orlando, Florida, where thousands more attended a funeral at the
city's Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church. Her last journey on
May 5 was to Chicago's Pilgrim Baptist Church. An estimated 10,000
people filed past the coffin all night and all day. After funeral
services, she was buried in the Lincoln Cemetery.
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Beta Israel

 


The History of the Beta
Israels:

The Beta Israel
(Hebrew: ביתא ישראל‎: Beta Israel, "House of Israel"; Ge'ez: ቤተ እስራኤል Bēta 'Isrā'ēl, modern Bēte 'Isrā'ēl) is the
Jewish community originating in Ethiopia, but now most of which
lives in Israel. They are also known as Falasha (Amharic for
"Exiles" or "Strangers") by non-Jewish Ethiopians, but this term is
considered pejorative. Other terms by which the community have been
known include the Tigrinya Kayla and the Hebrew Habashim,
associated with the non-Jewish Habesha people.

Nearly 85% of the Ethiopian Beta Israel
community, comprising more than 120,000 people, have emigrated to
Israel under its Law of Return, which gives Jews and those with
Jewish parents or grandparents, and all of their spouses, the right
to settle in Israel and obtain citizenship. The Israeli government
has mounted rescue operations, most notably during Operation Moses
in 1984, and Operation Solomon in 1991, for their migration when
civil war and famine threatened populations within Ethiopia. Some
immigration has continued up until the present day. The related
Falasha Mura are the descendants of Beta Israel who converted to
Christianity. Some are returning to the practices of Judaism,
living in Falash Mura communities and observing halakha. Beta
Israel spiritual leaders, including Chief Kes Raphael Hadane have
argued for the acceptance of the Falasha Mura as Jews. This claim
has been a matter of controversy within Israeli society.

From H. A. Stern,
Wanderings Among the Falashas in Abyssinia London, 1862; reprinted
in the 1901–6 Jewish Encyclopedia, now in the
public domain. The Ethiopian legend described in the Kebra Negast,
or "Book of the Glory of Kings," relates that Ethiopians are
descendants of Israelite tribes who came to Ethiopia with Menelik
I, alleged to be the son of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba.
The legend relates that Menelik, as an adult, returned to his
father in Jerusalem, and then resettled in Ethiopia, and that he
took with him the Ark of the Covenant. In the Bible there is no
mention that the Queen of Sheba either married or had any sexual
relations with King Solomon; rather, the narrative records that she
was impressed with his wealth and wisdom, and they exchanged royal
gifts, and then she returned to rule her people in Kush.

However, the "royal gifts" are interpreted
by some as sexual contact. The loss of the Ark is also not
mentioned in the Bible. Those who accept the Kebra Negast believe
that the Beta Israel are descended from a battalion of men of Judah
that fled southwards down the Arabian coastal lands from Judaea
after the breakup of the united Kingdom of Israel into two kingdoms
in the 10th century BCE while King Rehoboam reigned over Judah.

Although the Kebra Nagast and some
traditional Ethiopian histories have stated that Yodit, or "Gudit",
a tenth century usurping queen, was Jewish, it's unlikely that this
was the case. It is more likely that she was a pagan southerner or
a usurping Christian Aksumite Queen. Most of the Beta Israel
consider the Kebra Negast legend to be a fabrication. Instead they
believe, based on the ninth century stories of Eldad ha-Dani, the
Danite, that the tribe of Dan attempted to avoid the civil war in
the Kingdom of Israel between Solomon's son Rehoboam and Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, by resettling in Egypt. From there they moved
southwards up the Nile into Ethiopia, and the Beta Israel are
descended from these Danites.

Other sources tell of many Jews who were
brought as prisoners of war from ancient Israel by Ptolemy I and
also settled on the border of his kingdom with Nubia (Sudan).
Another tradition handed down in the community from father to son
asserts that they arrived either via the old district of Qwara in
northwestern Ethiopia, or via the Atbara River, where the Nile
tributaries flow into Sudan. Some accounts even specify the route
taken by their forefathers on their way upstream from Egypt.

 


The Rabbinical view of the
Beta Israels:

Public appeal of the Chief
Rabbinate of Israel to save the Jews of Ethiopia, 1921, signed by
Chief Rabbis Abraham Isaac Kook and Jacob Meir. The ninth century Jewish traveler Eldad ha-Dani claimed the
Beta Israel descended from the tribe of Dan, claiming Jewish
kingdoms around or in East Africa existed during this time. His
writings may represent the first mention of the Beta Israel, but
his accuracy is uncertain, scholars point to Eldad's lack of
firsthand knowledge of Ethiopia's geography and any Ethiopian
language, although he claimed the area as his homeland.

Rabbi Ovadiah Yare of Bertinoro wrote in
letter from Jerusalem in 1488:

I myself saw two of them
in Egypt. They are dark-skinned... and one could not tell whether
they keep the teaching of the Karaites, or of the Rabbis, for some
of their practices resemble the Karaite teaching... but in other
things they appear to follow the instruction of the Rabbis; and
they say they are related to the tribe of Dan. Some Jewish legal
authorities have also asserted that the Beta Israel are the
descendants of the tribe of Dan, one of the Ten Lost Tribes. In
their view, these people established a Jewish kingdom that lasted
for hundreds of years. With the rise of Christianity and later
Islam, schisms arose and three kingdoms competed. Eventually, the
Christian and Muslim Ethiopian kingdoms reduced the Jewish kingdom
to a small impoverished section. The earliest authority to rule
this way was the Radbaz (Rabbi David ben Zimra,
1479 – 1573). Radbaz explains in a
paper concerning the status of a Beta Israel slave:

 


But those Jews who come from the land of
Cush are without doubt from the tribe of Dan, and since they did
not have in their midst sages who were masters of the tradition,
they clung to the simple meaning of the Scriptures. If they had
been taught, however, they would not be irreverent towards the
words of our sages, so their status is comparable to a Jewish
infant taken captive by non-Jews … And even if you say that the
matter is in doubt, it is a commandment to redeem them.

 


In 1973 Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, then the Chief
Sephardic Rabbi, based on the Radbaz and other accounts, ruled that
the Beta Israel were Jews and should be brought to Israel. He was
later joined by a number of other authorities who made similar
rulings, including the Chief Ashkenazi Rabbi Shlomo Goren. In the
1970s and early 80s the Beta Israel were forced to undergo a
modified conversion ceremony involving immersion in a ritual bath,
a declaration accepting Rabbinic law, and, for men, a "symbolic
re-circumcision". Chief Rabbi Avraham Shapira later waived the
"symbolic re-circumcision" demand, which is only required when the
halakhic doubt is significant. More recently Chief Rabbi Shlomo
Amar has ruled that descendants of Ethiopian Jews who were forced
to convert to Christianity are "unquestionably Jews in every
respect". With the consent of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, Rabbi Amar ruled
that it is forbidden to question the Jewishness of this community,
pejoratively called Falashmura. At present, the Chief Rabbinate of
Israel requires ritual immersion prior to marriage, from Jews of
Ethiopian or any other ancestry alike.

 


The DNA Evidence Tracing
the Beta Israels Lineage:

A 1999 study by Lucotte and Smets studied
the DNA of 38 unrelated Beta Israel males living in Israel and 104
Ethiopians living in regions located north of Addis Ababa and
concluded that "the distinctiveness of the Y-chromosome haplotype
distribution of Beta Israel Jews from conventional Jewish
populations and their relatively greater similarity in haplotype
profile to non-Jewish Ethiopians are consistent with the view that
the Beta Israel people descended from ancient inhabitants of
Ethiopia who converted to Judaism."

This study confirmed the findings of a 1991
study by Zoossmann-Disken. A 2000 study by Hammer et al. of
Y-chromosome biallelic haplotypes of Jewish and non-Jewish groups
suggested that "paternal gene pools of Jewish communities from
Europe, North Africa, and the Middle East descended from a common
Middle Eastern ancestral population," with the exception of the
Beta Israel, who were "affiliated more closely with non-Jewish
Ethiopians and other North Africans."

A 2001 study by the Department of Biological
Sciences at Stanford University found a possible genetic similarity
between 11 Ethiopian Jews and 4 Yemenite Jews who took part in the
testing. The differentiation statistic and genetic distances for
the 11 Ethiopian Jews and 4 Yemenite Jews tested were quite low,
among the smallest of comparisons involving either of these
populations. The 4 Yemenite Jews from this study may be descendants
of reverse migrants of African origin who crossed Ethiopia to
Yemen. The study result suggests gene flow between Ethiopia and
Yemen as a possible explanation for the closeness. The study also
suggests that the gene flow between Ethiopian and Yemenite Jewish
populations may not have been direct, but instead could have been
between Jewish and non-Jewish populations of both regions. A 2002
study of Mitochondrial DNA, which is passed through only maternal
lineage to both men and women, by Thomas et al. showed that the
most common DNA type found among the Ethiopian Jewish sample was
present only in Somalia. This further supported the view that most
Ethiopian Jews were of local or Ethiopian origin.

In the past, secular scholars were divided
on the origins of the Beta Israel, whether they were the
descendants of an Israelite tribe, or converted by Jews living in
Yemen, or by the Jewish community in southern Egypt at Elephantine.
In the 1930s Jones and Monro argues that the chief Semitic
languages of Ethiopia may suggest an antiquity of Judaism in
Ethiopia. "There still remains the curious circumstance that a
number of Abyssinian words connected with religion, such as the
words for Hell, idol, Easter, purification, and alms are of Hebrew
origin. These words must have been derived directly from a Jewish
source, for the Abyssinian Church knows the scriptures only in a
Ge'ez version made from the Septuagint." Richard Pankhurst
summarized the various theories offered about their origins as of
1950 that the first members of this community were, (1) converted
Agaws, (2) Jewish immigrants who intermarried with Agaws, (3)
immigrant Yemeni Arabs who had converted to Judaism, (4) immigrant
Yemeni Jews, (5) Jews from Egypt, and (6) successive waves of
Yemeni Jews. Traditional Ethiopian savants, on the one hand, have
declared that 'We were Jews before we were Christians, while more
recent, well-documented, Ethiopian hypotheses, notably by two
Ethiopian scholars, Dr Taddesse Tamrat and Dr Getachew Haile, put
much greater emphasis on the manner in which Christians over the
years converted to the Falasha faith, thus showing that the
Falashas were culturally an Ethiopian sect, made up of ethnic
Ethiopians.

According to Menachem Waldman, a major wave
of immigration from the Kingdom of Judah to present-day Ethiopia
dates back to the Assyrian Siege of Jerusalem, in the beginning of
the 7th century BC. Rabbinic accounts of the siege assert that only
about 110,000 Judeans remained in Jerusalem under King Hezekiah's
command, whereas about 130,000 Judeans led by Shebna had joined
Sennacherib's campaign against Tirhakah, king of Kush.
Sennacherib's campaign failed and Shebna's army was lost "at the
mountains of darkness", suggestively identified with Semien
Mountains. This account is supported by the letter of Aristeas,
which also describes several later occasions in which Judean armies
were sent against Ethiopian forces. According to Jacqueline
Pirenne, numerous Sabaeans crossed over the Red Sea to Ethiopia to
escape from the Assyrians, who had devastated the kingdoms of
Israel and Judah in the eighth and seventh centuries BCE. She
further states that a second major wave of Sabaeans crossed over to
Ethiopia in the sixth and fifth centuries BCE to escape
Nebuchadnezzar. This wave also included Jews fleeing from the
Babylonian takeover of Judah.

Modern scholars of Ethiopian history and
Ethiopian Jews generally support one of two conflicting hypotheses,
as outlined by Steven Kaplan:

A late ethnogenesis of the Beta Israel
between the 14th to 16th Centuries, from a sect of Ethiopian
Christians who took on Biblical practices, and came to see
themselves as Jews. Steven Kaplan lists himself along with G.J.
Abbink, Kay K. Shelemay, Taddesse Tamrat and James A. Quirin as
supporters of this hypothesis. Quirin differs from his fellow
researchers in the weight he assigns to an ancient Jewish element
that the Beta Israel have conserved. An ancient Jewish origin of
the Beta Israel, as well as some ancient Jewish traditions later
conserved by the Ethiopian Church. Steven Kaplan lists Simon D.
Messing, David Shlush, Michael Corinaldi, Menachem Waldman,
Menachem Elon and David Kessler as supporters of this
hypothesis.

Supporters of either of the two hypotheses
all acknowledge that Beta Israeli heritage has to be analyzed
within a broader Ethiopian context, a principle not held by some
earlier scholars. It is also widely acknowledged that due to the
lack of documentation regarding ancient Ethiopian history, many
fundamental questions regarding the origin of Beta Israel are
likely to remain open. In 1992 Richard Pankhurst stated "The early
origins of the Falashas are shrouded in mystery, and, for lack of
documentation, will probably remain so for ever." Kaplan has
bitterly commented:

 


Although we don't have a
single fine ethnographic research on Beta Israel, and the recent
history of this tribe has received almost no attention by
researchers, every one who writes about the Jews of Ethiopia feels
obliged to contribute his share to the ongoing debate about their
origin. Politicians and journalists, Rabbies and political
activists, not a single one of them withstood the temptation to
play the role of the historian and invent a solution for this
riddle. But I ask,..is it a riddle at all,
or just something that must be kept hidden from the
world?

The Beta Israels In The
Middle Ages:

In 1329, Emperor Amda
Seyon campaigned in the northwest provinces of Semien, Wegera,
Tselemt, and Tsegede, in which many had been converting to Judaism
and where the Beta Israel had been gaining prominence. He sent
troops there to fight people "like Jews" (Ge'ez ከመ:አይሁድ kama ayhūd). For the next three centuries,
these regions were frequently areas of Beta Israel rebellion
against the Solomonic dynasty. Religion was less important to the
Emperors than loyalty, however, Rebellious Beta Israel leaders
often formed alliances with other enemies of the Emperor despite
their differing faiths. The late fourteenth century Christian monk
Qozmos, for instance, copied the Orit (Old Testament) for the Beta
Israel communities.

He led them against local Christians before
being defeated by Emperor Dawit I. Likewise, the fifteenth century
governor of Tsellemt used both Jewish and Christian troops for his
revolt. The first personal campaign against rebelling Beta Israel
areas did not come until the reign of Emperor Yeshaq (r.1414-29).
When Yeshaq I defeated the governors of Semien and Dembiya, he
began to exert religious pressure. He reduced the Jews' social
status below that of Christians. Yeshaq forced the Jews to convert
or lose their land. It would be given away as rist, a type of land
qualification that rendered it forever inheritable by the recipient
and not transferable by the Emperor.

Yeshaq decreed, "He who is
baptized in the Christian religion may inherit the land of his
father, otherwise let him be a Falāsī." This may have been the origin
for the term "Falasha" falāšā, "wanderer," or "landless person".
In the 1400s, Emperor Zara Yaqob carried out some of the worst
massacres, attacks and forced conversions of the Christian
kingdom. Zara Yaqob added the title
"Exterminator of the Jews" to his name.

Another convert was Abba Sabra (or Sabriqu)
of Madra Kabd near Zeqwala in Shewa, who lived in the fifteenth
century. According to Falasha tradition, in which he is a seminal
figure, Abba Sabra turned to a life of penance after having
committed a murder; one act of this penance was building a church
in Dankaz near Gondar. Not long afterwards, he "embraced the faith
of the Israelites", and converted one of Zara Yaqob's sons,
Saga-Amlak, who according to some accounts also converted many
other people. Abba Sabra is also remembered for his teaching of the
Orit, as well as the laws of purity known in Amharic as Attenhugn.
He is also believed to have introduced to the Beta Israel monastic
practices, which became one of its most distinctive practices as a
Jewish sect. The influence of converts like Qozmos and Abba Sabra
complicates the work of tracing this group's possible heritage from
its earliest adherents.

Beta Israel autonomy in
Ethiopia ended in 1624, when Emperor Susenyos confiscated their
lands, sold many people into slavery and forcibly baptized others.
Jewish writings and religious books were burned. The practice of
any form of Jewish religion was forbidden in Ethiopia.
As a result of this period of oppression, much
traditional Jewish culture and practice was lost or changed.
Nonetheless, the Beta Israel community appears to have continued to
flourish during this period. The capital of Ethiopia, Gondar, in
Dembiya, was surrounded by Beta Israel lands. The Beta Israel
served as craftsmen, masons, and carpenters for the Emperors from
the sixteenth century onwards.

Such roles had been
shunned by Ethiopians as lowly and less honorable than farming.
According to contemporary accounts by European visitors: Portuguese
merchants and diplomats, French, British and other travelers, the
Beta Israel numbered about one million persons in the seventeenth
century. These accounts also recounted
that some knowledge of Hebrew persisted among the people in the
seventeenth century. For example, Manoel de Almeida, a Portuguese
diplomat and traveler of the day, wrote that:

The Falashas, or Jews are of Arabic race and
speak Hebrew, though it is very corrupt.

They have their Hebrew
Bibles and sing the psalms in their synagogues. The extent of De Almeida's knowledge is not known. The Beta
Israel were not predominantly of the Arabic race, for instance, but
he may have meant the term loosely or meant that they also knew
Arabic. The Beta Israel lost their relative economic advantages, in
the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, during the
Zemene Mesafint, a period of recurring civil strife. Although the
capital was nominally in Gondar

during this time period, the
decentralization of government and dominance by regional capitals
resulted in a decline and exploitation of Beta Israel by local
rulers. No longer was there a strong central government interested
in and capable of protecting them. During this period, the Jewish
religion was effectively lost for some forty years, before being
restored in the 1840s by Abba Widdaye, the preeminent monk of
Qwara.

The earliest surviving testimony to those
hidden kingdoms comes from the ninth century. In the last decades
of that century, the Jews of Kairowan in Tunisia were visited by a
man called Eldad son of Mahli, the Danite. Eldad the Danite, as he
is referred to in Jewish histories, said he was the lone survivor
of a shipwreck. He claimed to have escaped cannibals and had other
fabulous adventures before arriving in Tunisia. He was described as
having dark skin and speaking only a strange sort of Hebrew and no
Arabic. Eldad the Danite claimed to be a Jew of a pastoralist tribe
residing in the land of Havilah beyond the rivers of Ethiopia.

He claimed the tribe was descendants of the
tribe of Dan, which had emigrated from Judaea at the time of
Jeroboam's accession, after the death of Solomon. He said three
other tribes, Naphtali, Gad and Asher, had joined them in the time
of Sennacherib. He laid waste to the northern kingdom of Israel
around 722 B.C. Opposite these tribes lived the Children of Moses,
Bnai Mosheh, who came from those Levites who had mutilated the
fingers of their right hands rather than sing the songs of Zion by
the rivers of Babylon, and chose instead to flee to the south.

Eldad the Danite said the Children of Moses
lived beyond a river of grinding stones. They were impossible to
visit, except on the sabbath day when the river ceased its
grinding. This was a concept strikingly similar to, if not a direct
borrowing from, Sambation. The tribes were pastoralists and mighty
warriors. They were ruled together by a king assisted by a learned
Torah judge-prophet. They did not know of the Talmud, but had their
own traditions written down in Hebrew. Eldad the Danite displayed
these to the rabbis of Tunisia and Egypt.

The rabbis corresponded with a Gaon of Sura,
in Babylon, and concluded that Eldad the Danite was indeed a Jew.
They determined that the differences of his practice from their own
were legitimate forms of customary law for the Jews of Havilah. In
the early modern period, the variations from Rabbinic law which he
practiced and obeyed were still cited by Rabbinic authorities as
precedents. The facts that he used only Hebrew in the Muslim world
and carried a sacred text written in Hebrew which gave details of
ritual and other practices suggested that ancient Ethiopian Jewry
knew Hebrew. In the sixteenth century, the Chief Rabbi of Egypt,
Rabbi David ben Solomon ibn Abi Zimra (Radbaz) proclaimed that in
terms of halakha, Jewish legal code, the Ethiopian community was
certainly Jewish. During the nineteenth century, the majority of
European Jewish authorities openly supported this assertion.

In 1908, the chief rabbis of 45 countries
made a joint statement officially declaring that Ethiopian Jews
were indeed Jewish. This proclamation was chiefly due to the work
of Professor Jacques Faitlovitch, who studied Amharic and Tigrinya
at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes in Paris under Professor Joseph
Halévy. Halévy first visited the Ethiopian Jews in 1876. Upon his
return to Europe, Halévy published a "Kol Korei," a cry to the
world Jewish community to save the Ethiopian Jews. He formed the
organization Kol Yisroel Chaverim, "All Israel are Friends", to act
as advocates for Ethiopian Jews for years to come.

 


Ethiopian
Enclave:

One of the earliest dated references to the
Beta Israel in Ethiopian literature is in the Glorious Victories of
Amda Seyon, which mentions a revolt in the province of Begemder by
"the renegades who are like Jews" in the year 1332. The isolation
of the Beta Israel was reported by explorer James Bruce, who
published his Travels to Discover the Source of the Nile in
Edinburgh in 1790. In 1860, Henry Stern, a Jewish convert to
Christianity, traveled to Ethiopia to attempt to convert the Beta
Israel to Christianity.

Many Ethiopian Jews whose ancestors
converted to Christianity have been returning to the practice of
Judaism. Such people are known as the Falash Mura. They have been
admitted to Israel, although not as Jews. The Israeli government
can thus set quotas on their immigration and make citizenship
dependent on their conversion to Orthodox Judaism. Although no one
knows precisely the population of the Falash Mura in Ethiopia,
observers believe it is approximately 20,000-26,000 persons.
Recently, some reporters and other travelers in remote regions of
Ethiopia have noted finding entire villages where people claim they
are Jewish or are Falash Mura, that is, Jews who have been
practicing Christianity.

In the Achefer woreda of
the Mirab Gojjam Zone, roughly 1,000-2,000 families of Beta Israel
were found. They have not petitioned to
immigrate to the Jewish state. There may be other such regions in
Ethiopia with significant Jewish enclaves, which would raise the
total Jewish population to more than 50,000 people.
Israel has approved the immigration of the Falash
Mura at 300 per month. The Ethiopian Jewish community and its
supporters have petitioned to increase this number to 600 per
month, citing the high mortality rate among Jews waiting to
emigrate from Ethiopia. An economic analysis conducted for the JAI
by David Brodet, former director general of the Ministry of
Finance, concluded that an increased rate of immigration to Israel
"is highly logical and has economical and social advantages" over
the present immigration rate.‏‏

Beta
Israel’s Religious
Traditions:

The holiest work is the
Torah Orit. All the holy writings, including the Torah, are
handwritten on parchment pages that are assembled into a codex. The
rest of the Prophets and the Hagiographa are of secondary
importance. The language of their holy writings is Ge'ez. In
addition to the Rabbincal Biblical canon, the Beta Israel hold
sacred the books of Enoch, Jubilees, Baruch, and the books of Ezra
as well considered Jewish Apocrypha by Rabbincal Judaism, and
Catholic Apocrypha by the Catholic Church. The basic wording of
Beta Israel Biblical writings was passed down through ancient
translations like the Septuagint, which incorporates the Apocrypha
as referred by Protestant Christians including all the books noted
by Catholics as Deuterocanon as well as other Rabbinal Jewish
Apocrypha books as those already stated above. The Beta Israel
possess several other books, including the Arde'et, Acts of Moses,
Apocalypse of Gorgorios, Meddrash Abba Elija, and biographies of
the nation's forebears: Gadla Adam, Gadla Avraham, Gadla Ishak,
Gadla Ya'kov, Gadla Moshe, Gadla Aaron, Nagara Musye, Mota
Musye.

Leaders of the community consider especially
important a book about the Shabbat and its precepts, Te'ezaza
Sanbat, Precepts of the Sabbath. The leaders of the Beta Israel
also read liturgical works, including weekday services, Shabbat and
Festival prayers, and various blessings. Sefer Cahen deals with
priestly functions, while Sefer Sa'atat (Book of the Hours) applies
to weekdays and Shabbat. The Beta Israel religious calendar is set
according to a treatise known as the Abu Shaker, which was written
around 1257 CE. It covered the computation of Jewish holidays and
chronological matters. The Abu Shaker lists civil and lunar dates
for Jewish feasts, including Matqe', New Year, Soma Ayhud or Badr
(Yom Kippur), Masallat (Sucot), Fesh (Passover), and Soma Dehnat
(Fast of Salvation) or Soma Aster (Fast of Esther).

The Beta Israel have a unique holiday, known
as Sigd on the 29th of Cheshvan. Sigd or Seged is derived from the
Semitic root, meaning "to bow or prostrate oneself." In the past
the day was called Mehella. The acts of bowing and supplication are
still known as mehella. Sigd celebrates the giving of the Torah and
the return from exile in Babylonia to Jerusalem under Ezra and
Nehemiah. Beta Israel tradition holds that Sigd commemorates Ezra's
proclamation against the Babylonian wives, Ezra 10:10-12. In
Ethiopia, the Sigd was celebrated on hilltops outside villages. The
location was called by several names, including Ya'arego Dabr,
Mountain for making prayers, and in Amharic Yalamana Tarrara,
Mountain of Supplication. The Kessim, or elders of the community,
drew a parallel between the ritual mountain and Mount Sinai.
Another source described Sigd, calling it Amata Saww, as a new-moon
holiday, after which the Kessim withdrew for a period of
isolation.

Social contact between the
Beta Israel and other Ethiopians was limited. It was not because of
the laws of Kashrut, since all Ethiopians share the same food
taboos. Ethiopian Jews were forbidden to eat the food of non-Jews.
The Kessim were more strict about the prohibition against eating
food prepared by non-Kessim. Beta Israel who broke these taboos
were ostracized and had to undergo a purification process.
Purification included fasting for one or more days and ritual
purification before entering the village. Unlike other Ethiopians,
the Beta Israel do not eat raw meat dishes like kitfo or gored gored.

Beta Israel
Languages:

The Beta Israel once spoke Qwara and Kayla,
closely related Cushitic languages. Now they speak Tigrinya and
Amharic, both Semitic languages. Their liturgical language is
Ge'ez, also Semitic. Since the 1950s, they have taught Hebrew in
their schools, in addition, those Beta Israel currently residing in
the State of Israel use Hebrew as a daily language.

 


Beta Israel in Israel
Today:

The Israeli government officially accepted
the Beta Israel as Jews in 1975, for the purpose of the Law of
Return. Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin obtained clear
rulings from Chief Sephardi Rabbi Ovadia Yosef that they were
descendants of the Ten Lost Tribes. They were, however, required to
undergo pro forma Jewish conversions, to remove any doubt as to
their Jewish status. Beginning in 1984, the Israeli-led Operation
Moses began transporting Beta Israel to Israel. In 1985 it came to
an abrupt halt, leaving many of the Beta Israel still in Ethiopia.
It was not until 1990 that the governments of Israel and Ethiopia
came to an agreement to allow the remaining Beta Israel a chance to
emigrate to Israel.

In 1991, the political and economic
stability of Ethiopia deteriorated as rebels mounted attacks
against and eventually controlled the capital city of Addis Ababa.
Worried about the fate of the Beta Israel during the transition
period, the Israeli government along with several private groups
prepared to continue covertly with the migration. After El Al
obtained a special provision to fly on Shabbat, because of the
danger to life, on Friday, May 24, Operation Solomon began. Over
the course of 36 hours, a total of 34 El Al passenger planes, with
their seats removed to maximize passenger capacity, flew 14,325
Beta Israel non-stop to Israel.

Ethiopian Jews are gradually becoming part
of the mainstream Israeli society in religious life, military
service, with nearly all males doing national service, education,
and politics. Similarly to other groups of immigrant Jews who made
aliyah to Israel, the Ethiopian Jews have faced obstacles in their
integration to Israeli society. The Ethiopian Jewish community's
internal challenges have been complicated by limited but real
racist attitudes on the part of some elements of Israeli society
and the official establishment. One study found that some of the
problems with the absorption of the Beta Israel was due to the
model of absorption chosen.

Planning for the
absorption of Jewish immigrants to Israel has been dominated by a
procedural approach, which has generally been insensitive to the
particular circumstances and needs of minority ethnic groups. This
approach has emphasized the ‘national
interest’ as defined by the dominant
group, namely Ashkenazi Jews who originated in Central Europe. The
social and cultural traditions of other groups have been treated
as ‘problems’ that need
to be overcome, and minimal attention has been given to the
processes of adaptation such groups undergo. Most of the 100,000
Ethiopian Jews living in Israel are immigrants and descendants of
two main waves, the first in 1981-1984 and the second in 1991-1998.
These airlifts were known as Operation Moses and Operation Solomon,
respectively. Civil war and famine in Ethiopia prompted the Israeli
government to mount these dramatic rescue operations. The rescues
were within the context of Israel's national mission to gather
Diaspora Jews and bring them to the Jewish homeland.

Individual Ethiopian Jews had lived in Eretz
Yisrael prior to the establishment of the state. A youth group
arrived in Israel in the 1950s to undergo training in Hebrew
education and returned to Ethiopia to educate young Jews there.
Also, Ethiopian Jews had been trickling into Israel prior to the
1970s. The numbers of such Ethiopian immigrants grew after the
Israeli government officially recognized them in 1973 as Jews
entitled to Israeli citizenship.

To prepare for the
absorption of tens of thousands of Ethiopian Jews, the State of
Israel prepared two `Master Plans’ Ministry of
Absorption, 1985, 1991. The first was prepared in 1985, a year
after the arrival of the first wave of immigrants. The second
updated the first in response to the second wave of immigration in
1991 from Ethiopia. The first Master Plan contained an elaborate
and detailed program. It covered issues of housing, education,
employment and practical organization, together with policy
guidelines regarding specific groups, including women, youths, and
single parent families. Like earlier absorption policies, it
adopted a procedural approach which assumed that the immigrants
were broadly similar to the existing majority population of Israel.
The Plans were, no doubt, created with good intentions and a firm
belief in assimilation. As noted in this section, results have been
disappointing and suggest that much greater attention needs to be
paid to issues of ethnicity.

According to a November 17, 1999 BBC
article, a report commissioned by Israel's Ministry of Immigrant
Absorption stated that 75% of the 70,000 Ethiopian Jews living in
Israel in 1999 could not read or write Hebrew. More than half the
population could not hold a simple conversation in the Hebrew
language. Unlike Russian immigrants, many of whom arrive with job
skills, Ethiopians came from a subsistence economy and were
ill-prepared to work in an industrialized society. Since then much
progress has been made. Through military service most Ethiopian
Jews have been able to increase their chances for better
opportunities. Today most Ethiopian Jews have been for the most
part integrated into Israeli society, however a high drop out rate
is a problem, although a higher number are now edging towards the
higher areas of society. In September, 2006, the Israeli
government's proposed 2007 budget included reducing Ethiopian
immigration from 600 persons per month to 150. On the eve of the
Knesset vote, the Prime Minister's office announced that the plan
had been dropped. Advocates for the Falash Mura noted that although
the quota was set at 600 per month in March, 2005, actual
immigration has remained at 300 per month.

 


Prominent Beta
Israelis:

Qes Adana Takuyo was born in Seqelt and
studied with the Qessim as a child. During the Italian occupation
of Ethiopia, he had moved to Ambober where he worked as a farmer.
He studied Hebrew briefly in 1955 when an Israeli rabbi taught in
Asmara. In 1985 Qes Adana immigrated to Israel along with his wife
and eleven children. His oldest son Rabbi Josef Adana, who had
immigrated earlier, had become the first Ethiopian Jewish
Rabbi.

In the 1920s, Yona Bogale was sponsored by
Jacques Faitlovitch to study abroad. He spent two years in British
Mandate Palestine, four in Germany, one in Switzerland, and one in
France. After returning to Addis Ababa around 1930, he taught in
the Faitlovitch school there. During the Italian occupation, he
went into hiding and worked as a farmer in Wolleka. After the war
Yona Bogale worked for the Ethiopian Ministry of Education for
twelve years and then for the Jewish Agency. Yona Bogale was fluent
in Hebrew, English, and German, as well as Amharic. He was author
of an early Hebrew-Amharic dictionary. He left Ethiopia in late
1979 and immigrated to Israel. Yona was an early proponent of
Ethiopian Jews' praying in Hebrew instead of Ge'ez. He believed the
latter language was no longer appropriate for those seeking to be
part of the modern Jewish world. He felt that Ethiopian Jews should
set Hebrew prayers to the traditional Jewish melodies.

Rabbi Sharon Shalom is a
lecturer in Jewish ritual and tradition at Bar Ilan University in
Israel. He is a counselor for the Ethiopian Israeli community in
the town of Kiryat Gat. Rabbi Yefet Alemu was born in 1961 in a
small village in Ethiopia. In 1980, he left his village to go to
Israel. He was arrested in Addis Ababa and escaped from prison. He
arrived in the Gondar region and then set out walking to Sudan.
There he met a Jewish Red Cross director who arranged for him to
fly on one of the Israeli organized secret flights to Israel. In
Israel he studied and became a nurse. While continuing to be a
believing Jew, Yefet became disillusioned with organized Judaism
and the Israeli religious establishment’s
insistence on a conversion ceremony for all Ethiopian Jews. Yefet
helped organize an Ethiopian protest vigil opposite the Chief
Rabbinate building in Jerusalem. At the vigil, he met students from
the Schechter Institute of Jewish Studies who were studying to be
Conservative rabbis. He was confused and surprised to see that they
were without beards and without long black coats. The students
replied that there was more than one type of rabbi, more than one
way of being Jewish. Yefet excitedly embraced this pluralistic
approach to Judaism. He was accepted by the Schechter Institute and
after 6 years of hard work, he received a BA, MA, and his
rabbinical ordination.

Ethiopian Israelis have been participating
more in Israeli political life. The Atid Ekhad party sees itself as
the political representative of the community, though other parties
include Ethiopian members. In 2006, Shas, a party representing
ultra-orthodox Jews of Sephardic and Middle Eastern background,
included an Ethiopian rabbi from Beersheba, in its list for the
Knesset in a conscious attempt to represent diverse geographic and
ethnic groups. Rabbi Mazor Bayana, rabbi of an Ethiopian community
of 10,000 in Beersheba, studied at Yeshivat Porat Yosef, one of the
most prestigious Sephardi yeshivot in Israel. Rabbi Bayana,
however, did not win a seat in the Knesset. Shas was not the only
party attempting to appeal to the Ethiopian vote. Herut and Kadima
both had Ethiopians on their lists. Shlomo Mula, head of the Jewish
Agency's Ethiopian absorption department, was ranked 33 on Kadima's
list and Avraham was number three on Herut's list.

Adisu Massala, of Labour
and later One Nation, is the first Ethiopian-Israeli to have served
in the Knesset. Esti Mamo is an Ethiopian Jewish model. She is one
of the first Ethiopian-Israelis to make it into the entertainment
industry and is a budding actress. The first Ethiopian-Israeli
model was Mazal Pikado in 1990. Avraham Negussie is one of Israel's
most prominent Ethiopian Activists and a member of the South Wing
to Zion. His struggle, with the support of many other Ethiopian
Israelis has resulted in the Israeli government continuing to bring
the last 23,000 Ethiopian Jews from Ethiopia, though the Israeli
government has set a quota of 300 Jews per month, half of what they
agreed to under pressure from Negussie, NACOEJ and the United
Jewish Communities. Shas's spiritual mentor, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef,
enthusiastically embraced Ethiopians when they first began
immigrating to Israel four decades ago. Despite Rabbi Ovadia's
halachic ruling, some refuse to marry Ethiopians without a
conversion in accordance with official Chief Rabbinate policy. Only
in cities and towns with rabbis that accept Ovadia's ruling or the
ruling of Rabbi Shlomo Goren are Ethiopians married without
immersion in a ritual bath (mikva) or, for
men, hatafat dam, הטפת
דם, see brit milah,
the symbolic cut to produce a drop of blood
instead of circumcision. Meskie Shibru-Sivan is a female Ethiopian
Israeli actress and vocalist, well known in Israel and beyond for
acting on theater stages, in television programs, movies as well as
being an accomplished singer. Baruch Tegegne, a prodigy of Bogale,
was a leader in protests on behalf of Ethiopian Jewry in the 1980s
and 1990s.

 


Beta
Israel’s Heritage Museum:

A museum highlighting the culture and
heritage of the Ethiopian Jewish community is to be built in
Rehovot. The museum, planned as a research, interpretive and
spiritual center, is the brainchild of Tomer. This is an
association of veteran Ethiopian immigrants and former Mossad
agents who participated in the first operations to bring Ethiopian
Jews to Israel. The Jews of Ethiopia have a rich cultural heritage,
and are the only Jews who strictly kept their Judaism although they
were entirely cut off from the Jewish people," said Tomer chairman
Moshe Bar-Yuda. "The museum will present Ethiopian Jewish culture
to Israelis who are not familiar enough with it, and also to young
Ethiopians who fall between the cracks on one hand they are not
connected to their parents' culture, and on the other, they
sometimes find it hard to become part of the dynamic of life in
Israel. When they see the ancient culture of their forbears, they
will be filled with pride, and it will be easier for them to become
part of veteran Israeli society."

Plans for the museum, expected to cost some
$4.5 million, include a model Ethiopian village, an herb garden, an
artificial stream, an amphitheater, classrooms, and a memorial to
both Ethiopian Jews who died in Sudan on their way to Israel, and
Ethiopian Zionist activists. "We view the conservation of the past
as very important and believe the museum will attract young people
and adults alike," Rehovot Mayor Shuki Forer says. Numerous
Ethiopian Jews live in Rehovot and surrounding towns, which is why
it was chosen as the site of the museum. The city has set aside 6
dunams (6,000 m²), of land for the museum complex. All 21 members
of the Rehovot City Council, both coalition and opposition, voted
for the establishment of the center," says Abai Zaudeh, a council
member and a member of Tomer's board of directors. "It's the first
time they all agree and leave politics behind to focus on the
reality that the establishment of the museum will assist the
absorption of the Ethiopian community a great deal.

One of the museum's founders was Baruch
Tegegne, who pioneered escape routes from Ethiopia via Sudan and
fought for the right of Jews to emigrate to Israel. Other founders
include veteran Ethiopian rights activist Babu Yaakov, a former
member of the Ramle City Council, and Shetu Barehon, who worked in
the transit camps in Sudan to bring Ethiopian Jews to Israel. A
number of Ethiopian Jewish spiritual leaders and rabbis are also
working to increase support for the project in the community and
the Diaspora. Bar-Yuda's long association with the Ethiopian Jewish
community began in 1958. The Jewish Agency asked him to go to
Ethiopia to look for Jews and to reach remote villages. His report,
together with a 16th Century ruling by Rabbi David B. Zimra, known
as the Radbaz, was the basis for chief Sephardic rabbi Ovadia
Yosef's determination in 1973 that the Jews of Ethiopia were to be
considered Jews according to halakha, Jewish religious law.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


“Bill” William Alexander Lester

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Bill was born on February 6, 1961 in
Washington D.C.

 


Bill’s
Occupation:

Bill is a racing driver who competes in the
Daytona Prototype category in the Rolex Sports Car Series . In
1984, he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in EECS from the
University of California, Berkeley. Fresh out of college, he worked
at Hewlett-Packard for a few years before deciding he wanted to
focus on auto racing. Until 2007, he competed full-time in the
NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series, being at the time the only
African-American competing full-time in a NASCAR circuit. He also
participated in a number of Sprint Cup races.

 


Bill’s
Racing Career:

He began racing in the road course circuits,
running in the SCCA and IMSA series. He made his IMSA debut in 1989
at Sears Point International Raceway, qualifying ninth and
finishing 12th in a Chevrolet Camaro. He also picked up a victory
that year in an endurance race at Sears Point. In 1990, he began
running the SCCA, running an unsported Oldsmobile Cutlass Supreme
for RocketSports Racing at Portland, and one race for Tom Gloy at
Mid-Ohio. He did not race professionally again until 1996, running
SCCA events at Watkins Glen, Elkhart Lake, Wisconsin, Sears Point,
and Reno, Nevada. He competed in the 24 Hours of Daytona in 1998
and 1999, finishing fifth and tenth, respectively.

In 1999, he became the first
African-American to run a Busch Series race, when he ran at Watkins
Glen in the #8 Dura Lube Chevrolet Monte Carlo owned by Bobby
Hillin, Jr..

He started 24th and ran near a top-ten most
of the day before an accident relegated him back to 21st. The next
season, he made his Craftsman Truck debut at Portland, starting
31st and finishing 24th in the #23 Red Line Oil truck owned by Team
23 Racing. He also competed against Bobby Norfleet in that race,
marking the only time in NASCAR two African-Americans have competed
in the same race. He ran 5 races the next season in the #4 for
Bobby Hamilton Racing, his best finish an eighteenth at Phoenix
International Raceway. In 2002, he ran in the Craftsman Truck
series full-time for Hamilton. While he did not finish in the
top-ten, he had sixteen finishes between 11th-18th, leading to a
seventeenth place points finish and runner-up to Brendan Gaughan
for NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series Rookie of the Year. The next
season, he grabbed his first career pole at Lowe's Motor Speedway
and had a tenth-place run at Kansas Speedway, garnering a 14th
place finish in the championship standings.

He switched over to Bill Davis Racing in
2004. He had a best finish of tenth and finished 22nd in points. In
2005, he won two consecutive poles, and had his first top-five
finishes. Lester raced in his first Nextel Cup race in the Golden
Corral 500 at Atlanta Motor Speedway, driving the #23 Waste
Management Dodge Charger for Davis in 2006. The race was supposed
to be run on March 19, but was postponed for a day due to rain. He
qualified 19th, becoming the first African-American to make a Cup
race since 1986, and the sixth in series history. He finished 38th,
six laps down. He ran another race that season at Michigan,
finishing 32nd. After failing to finish in the top-ten in 2006,
Lester departed Davis to drive the #15 Billy Ballew Motorsports
Chevy. His best finish was an eighth at Kentucky, when he stepped
out of the truck due to sponsor problems. He left NASCAR racing at
the end of 2007. In 2008, Lester will drive the #3 Riley Daytona
Prototype for Southard Motorsports in the Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car
Series, partnering with Shane Lewis.

 


Where is Bill
Now?

Since 1992, he has served as a racing
instructor at Infineon Raceway. He now lives in Atlanta, Georgia
with his wife Cheryl, and their son William Alexander IV
(Alex).
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Bill Pickett

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Bill was born in 1870, he was the oldest of
13 children, was the son of a former slave.

 


Pickett’s
Life Story:

He rose from obscurity to become the most
famous Black rodeo performer.

Bill Pickett is credited with inventing the
rodeo event called bulldogging, also known as steer wrestling, in
1903. In 1971, he became the first African-American cowboy to be
inducted into the Rodeo Hall of Fame. To date, he remains the
best-known rodeo performer of color, even though there have been
many, and many famous ones, since his time. Fort Worth's Cowboy
Coliseum displays a statue of him wrestling a bovine.

Tradition has it that in 1903, in Rockdale,
Texas, a stubborn Texas Longhorn steer absolutely refused to
cooperate and would not enter a corral, no matter what. Not only
that, but it raised such a ruckus, pawing and running and acting
just generally ornery, that it kept deliberately scattering the
herd. At this point, Bill's patience ran out and he got, to say the
least, angry about the whole situation. He rode his horse at high
speed alongside the cantankerous, rampaging ruminant, jumped off
his steed onto the back of the willful critter, and wrestled that
bull down to the ground with tremendous strength as he held onto
its formidable horns. The Longhorn kept resisting, whereupon Bill
bit it on its lower lip and slammed the steer onto the dirt.

People were so impressed that large numbers
of them would pay cash money to see Bill Pickett "bulldog" steers.
One of the most memorable, and still talked about, events in the
history of rodeo involved Bill Pickett, who was appearing in
Madison Square Garden in New York City in 1905. Guess who his hazer
was? It was a young white guy named Will Rogers. Yes, it was that
Will Rogers. Some say that the youthful hazer's eventual rise to
fame and super-stardom was at least partially a direct result of
what happened during that unforgettable performance.

The steer, not caring about doing what it
was supposed to do, came racing out of the "chute" like a runaway
freight-train. It headed straight for the arena's fence, and
jumped

over it! The people there panicked as the
vicious beast kept racing at them, apparently trying to trample
them. People lost all reason and went into blind, hysterical,
screaming fits, trying desperately to escape the rampaging steer.
The enraged animal butted into the grandstands and started running
up the steps. Members of the panicked audience, now unwilling
participants, tried like crazy to get out of its way and keep out
of its way.

Bill Pickett and Will Rogers, however, did
not panic. By the time they had pursued the raging steer to the
third balcony level, Will was able to turn it, and Bill was then
able to grab its horns and wrestle it back down to the arena. By
their instant teamwork, Bill Picket and Will Rogers undoubtedly
saved the lives of countless innocent people. The audience
certainly got more than their money's worth from that unplanned,
daring rescue! Bulldogging, as a modern rodeo event, requires
jumping from a speeding quarter horse onto the back of a steer
running at full-speed 20 to 25 miles per hour, grabbing its horns,
and wrestling it to the ground. However, bulldoggers these days do
not bite the animal's lips or nose. Rodeo officials and cowboys try
to make sure that the animals are not injured by bulldogging. Of
course, the cowboys are also trying to make sure that they
themselves don't get injured either.

You have to be really strong, really
athletic, and really brave to attempt bulldogging. You also have to
have a "hazer," who rides alongside the steer and forces it into a
straight run after it gets a planned head-start. The bulldogger
rides on the opposite side of the steer, leans over far enough to
grab hold of its head by its horns, leaps off his horse, and
attempts to use his feet as if they were brakes to stop the forward
momentum of the hefty steer. As soon as he can get the animal to
stop, he "wrassles" it to the dirt. "Time" is called as soon as the
critter is lying on its side, with all four legs pointing the same
way. A really good bulldogger usually has a time of between five
seconds and eight seconds. That's enough time for him to get really
hurt, though.

The United States Post Office spotlighted
Bill as one of the stars of its "Legends of the West" stamp series.
An interesting controversy embroiled the USPS over this stamp. No,
it didn't have anything to do with "race." If you're that curious
about what the controversy was, find out for yourself by looking it
up in books and web-sites devoted to philately, which is the formal
name for the hobby of stamp-collecting. It's one of the strangest
stories in the history of stamp-collecting, not only in the United
States, but world-wide. The Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo is
America's only touring Black rodeo. Part of the profits go to the
Bill Pickett Memorial Scholarship Fund, which was set up for
students who either compete in rodeo and/or are working towards a
degree in equine science or animal science.

 


Pickett’s
Death:

Bill died in 1932.
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Bill Robinson

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Bill "Bojangles" Luther Robinson was born in
Richmond, Virginia on May 25 1878 to Maxwell, a machine-shop
worker, and Maria Robinson, a choir singer. He was raised by his
grandmother after both parents died when he was an infant, his
father from chronic heart disease, and his mother from natural
causes.



Robinson’s Occupation:

Bill “Bojangles” Robinson was an American
tap dancer and actor of stage and film.

 


Robinson’s Early Years:

Details of Robinson's early life are known
only through legend, much of it perpetuated by Bill Robinson
himself. He claims he was christened "Luther" a name he did not
like. He suggested to his younger brother Bill that they should
exchange names. When Bill objected, Luther applied his fists, and
the exchange was made. Some of his favorite foods were corn bread
and chicken.

 


Robinson’s Career:

At the age of six, Robinson began dancing
for a living appearing as a "hoofer" or song-and-dance man in local
beer gardens. At six, Bill dropped out of school to pursue dancing.
He invented a type of dancing called stair dancing in 1884. Two
years later in Washington, DC, he toured with Mayme Remington's
troupe. In 1891, at the age of 12, he joined a traveling company in
The South Before the War, and in 1905 worked with George Cooper as
a vaudeville team. He gained great success as a nightclub and
musical comedy performer, and during the next 25 years became one
of the toasts of Broadway. Not until he was 50 did he dance for
white audiences, having devoted his early career exclusively to
appearances on the black theater circuit.

In 1908 in Chicago, he met Marty Forkins,
who became his lifelong manager. Under Forkins' tutelage, Robinson
matured and began working as a solo act in nightclubs, increasing
his earnings to an estimated $3500 per week. The publicity that
gradually came to surround him included the creation of his famous
"stair dance" which he claimed to have invented on the spur of the
moment when he was receiving some honor he could never remember
exactly what from the King of England. The King was standing at the
top of a flight of stairs, and Bojangles' feet just danced up to be
honored, his successful gambling exploits, his bow ties of multiple
colors, his prodigious charity, his ability to run backward, he set
a world's record of 8.2 seconds for the 75-yard backward dash and
to consume ice-cream by the quart, his argot most notably the
neologism copacetic, and such stunts as dancing down Broadway in
1939 from Columbus Circle to 44th St. in celebration of his 61st
birthday.

Because his public image became preeminent,
little is known of his first marriage to Fannie S. Clay in Chicago
shortly after World War I, his divorce in 1943, or his marriage to
Elaine Plaines on January 27, 1944, in Columbus, Ohio. Robinson
served as a rifleman in World War I with New York's 15th Infantry
Regiment, National Guard. The Regiment was renamed the 369th
Infantry while serving under France's Fourth Army and earned the
nickname the "Harlem Hellfighters". Along with serving in the
trenches in WWI, Robinson was also the 369th "Hellfighters Band"
drum major and led the regimental band up Fifth Avenue on the
369th's return from overseas.

Toward the end of the vaudeville era, a
white impresario, Lew Leslie, produced Blackbirds of 1928, a black
revue for white audiences featuring Robinson and other black stars.
From then on, his public role was that of a dapper, smiling,
plaid-suited ambassador to the white world, maintaining a tenuous
connection with the black show-business circles through his
continuing patronage of the Hoofers Club, an entertainer's haven in
Harlem. Consequently, blacks and whites developed differing
opinions of him. To whites, for example, his nickname "Bojangles"
meant happy-go-lucky, while the black variety artist Tom Flatcher
claimed it was slang for "squabbler." Political figures and
celebrities appointed him an honorary mayor of Harlem, a lifetime
member of policemen's associations and fraternal orders, and a
mascot of the New York Giants major league baseball team. Robinson
reciprocated with open handed generosity and frequently credited
the white dancer James Barton for his contribution to Robinson's
dancing style.

After 1930, black revues waned in
popularity, but Robinson remained in vogue with white audiences for
more than a decade in some fourteen motion pictures produced by
such companies as RKO, 20th Century Fox, and Paramount Pictures.
Most of them an had musical settings, in which he played
old-fashioned roles in nostalgic romances. His most frequent role
was that of an antebellum butler opposite Shirley Temple in such
films as The Little Colonel, The Littlest Rebel, Rebecca of
Sunnybrook Farm and Just Around the Corner, or Will Rogers in In
Old Kentucky.

Rarely did he depart from the stereotype
imposed by Hollywood writers. In a small vignette in Hooray for
Love he played a mayor of Harlem modeled after his own ceremonial
honor; in One Mile from Heaven, he played a romantic lead opposite
African American actress Fredi Washington after Hollywood had
relaxed its taboo against such roles for blacks. Audiences enjoyed
his style, which eschewed the frenetic manner of the jitterbug. In
contrast, Robinson always remained cool and reserved, rarely using
his upper body and depending on his busy, inventive feet and his
expressive face. He appeared in one film for black audiences,
Harlem is Heaven, a financial failure that turned him away from
independent production.

In 1939, he returned to the stage in The Hot
Mikado, a jazz version of the Gilbert and Sullivan operetta
produced at the 1939 New York World's Fair, and was one of the
greatest hits of the fair. His next performance, in All in Fun
(1940), failed to attract audiences. His last theatrical project
was to have been Two Gentlemen from the South, with James Barton,
in which the black and white roles reverse and eventually come
together as equals, but the show did not open. Thereafter, he
confined himself to occasional performances, but he could still
dance in his late sixties almost as well as he ever could, to the
continual astonishment of his admirers. He explained this
extraordinary versatility he once danced for more than an hour
before a dancing class without repeating a step by insisting that
his feet responded directly to the music, his head having nothing
to do with it.

A statue of Bill Robinson sculpted by Jack
Witt in Richmond, Virginia at the intersection of Adams and West
Leigh Streets. Robinson was dogged by lifelong personal demons,
enhanced by having to endure the indignities of racism that,
despite his great success, still limited his opportunities. A
favorite Robinson anecdote is that he seated himself in a
restaurant and a customer objected to his presence. When the
manager suggested that it might be better if the entertainer left,
Robinson smiled and asked, "Have you got a ten dollar bill?"
Politely asking to borrow the note for a moment, Robinson added six
$10 bills from his own wallet and mixed them up, then extended the
seven bills together, adding, "Here, let's see you pick out the
colored one." The restaurant manager served Robinson without
further delay.

A notorious gambler and a high liver but
with a big heart, he was a soft touch for anyone down on their luck
or with a good story. During his lifetime Robinson spent a fortune
but his generosity was not totally wasted and his haunting memories
of surviving on the streets as a child never left him. In 1933,
while in his hometown of Richmond, Virginia, he saw two children
risk speeding traffic to cross a street because there was no
stoplight at the intersection. Robinson went to the city and
provided the money to have a safety traffic light installed. In
1973, a statue of "Bojangles" was erected in a small park at that
intersection.

Bojangles co-founded the New York Black
Yankees baseball team in Harlem in 1936 with financier James
"Soldier Boy" Semler. The team was a successful member of the Negro
National League until it disbanded in 1948. In 1989, a joint U.S.
Senate/House resolution declared "National Tap Dance Day" to be May
25, the anniversary of Bill Robinson's birth.

 


Robinson’s Death:

Despite earning more than $2 million during
his lifetime, Robinson died penniless in New York City in 1949 at
the age of 71 from heart failure. His funeral, which was arranged
by longtime friend and television host Ed Sullivan, was held at the
369th Infantry Regiment Armory near Harlem and attended by 32,000
people. Adam Clayton Powell, Sr. gave the eulogy which was
broadcast over the radio. Robinson is buried in the Cemetery of the
Evergreens in Brooklyn, New York.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Bill William Felton
Russell

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Bill Russell was born February 12, 1934, to
Charles and Katie Russell in West Monroe, Louisiana.

 


Russell’s
Occupation:

Russell is a retired American professional
basketball player who played center for the Boston Celtics of the
National Basketball Association (NBA). A five-time winner of the
NBA Most Valuable Player Award and a twelve-time All-Star, the 6 ft
10 in (2.08 m) Russell was the centerpiece of the Celtics dynasty
that won eleven NBA Championships during Russell's thirteen-year
career. Along with Henri Richard of the National Hockey League's
Montreal Canadians, Russell holds the record for the most
championships won by an athlete in a North American sports league.
Before his professional career, Russell led the University of San
Francisco to two consecutive National Collegiate Athletic
Association championships (1955, 1956). He also won a gold medal at
the 1956 Summer Olympics as captain of the U.S. national basketball
team.

Russell is widely considered one of the best
defensive players in NBA history. His shot-blocking and man-to-man
defense were major reasons for the Celtics' success, and he
inspired his teammates to elevate their own defensive play. Russell
was equally notable for his rebounding abilities. He led the NBA in
rebounds four times and tallied 21,620 total rebounds in his
career. He is one of just two NBA players the other being prominent
rival Wilt Chamberlain to have grabbed more than fifty rebounds in
a game. Though never the focal point of the Celtics' offense,
Russell also scored 14,522 career points and provided effective
passing.

Playing in the wake of
pioneers like Earl Lloyd, Chuck Cooper, and Ray Felix, Russell was
the first African American player to achieve superstar status in
the NBA. He also served a three-season (1966–69)
stint as player-coach for the Celtics, becoming the first African
American NBA coach. Frequent battles with racism left Russell with
a long-standing contempt of fans and journalists. When he retired,
Russell left Boston with a bitter attitude, although in recent
years his relationship with the city has improved. Russell is a
member of the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame and the
National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame. He was selected into
NBA 25th Anniversary Team in 1971, into NBA 35th Anniversary Team
in 1980 and named as one of the 50 Greatest Players in NBA History
in 1996, one of only four players that selected into all three
teams. In 2007, he was enshrined in the FIBA Hall of Fame. In 2009,
the NBA announced that the NBA Finals MVP trophy would be named the
Bill Russell NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Award in honor of
Russell.

 


Russell’s
Early Years:

West Monroe was strictly
segregated, and the Russells often struggled with racism. Once,
Russell's father was refused service at a gasoline station until
the staff had taken care of all the white customers. When his
father attempted to leave and find a different station, the
attendant stuck a shotgun in his face, threatening to kill him
unless he stayed and waited his turn. At another time, Russell's
mother was walking outside in a fancy dress when a policeman
accosted her. He told her to go home and remove the dress, which he
described as "white woman’s clothing". Because
large numbers of blacks were moving to Oakland, California during
WWII to look for work there, Russell's father moved the family out
of Louisiana when Russell was eight years old and settled them in
Oakland. While there the family fell into poverty, and Russell
spent his childhood living in a series of project homes.

Charlie Russell is described as a "stern,
hard man" who was initially a janitor in a paper factory a typical
low paid, intellectually unchallenging "Negro Job", as sports
journalist John Taylor commented, but later became a trucker when
World War II broke out. Being closer to his mother Katie than to
his father, Russell received a major emotional blow when she
suddenly died when he was 12. His father gave up his trucking job
and became a steel worker to be closer to his semi-orphaned
children. Russell has stated that his father became his childhood
hero, later followed up by Minneapolis Lakers superstar George “Mr.
Basketball” Mikan, whom he met when he was in high school.

In his early years, Russell struggled to
develop his skills as a basketball player. Although Russell was a
good runner and jumper and had extremely large hands, he simply did
not understand the game and was cut from the team in junior high
school. As a sophomore at McClymonds High School, Russell was
almost cut again. However, coach George Powles saw Russell's raw
athletic potential and encouraged him to work on his fundamentals.
Russell, who was used to racist abuse, was delighted by the warm
words of his white coach. He worked hard and used the benefits of a
growth spurt to become a decent basketballer, but it was not until
his junior and senior years that he began to excel. Russell soon
became noted for his unusual style of defense. He later recalled,
"To play

good defense... it was told back then that
you had to stay flatfooted at all times to react quickly. When I
started to jump to make defensive plays and to block shots, I was
initially corrected, but I stuck with it, and it paid off."

 


Russell’s
Personal Life:

Russell was married to his college
sweetheart Rose Swisher from 1956 to 1973. They had three children,
namely daughter Karen Russell, the television pundit and lawyer,
and sons William Jr. and Jacob. However, the couple grew
emotionally distant and got divorced. In 1977, he married Dorothy
Anstett, the former "Miss USA" of 1968, but they divorced in 1980.
In 1996, Russell married his third wife Marilyn Nault, and their
marriage lasted until her death in January 2009. His older brother
is the noted playwright Charlie L. Russell. Michael Menna, Bill's
best friend, helped him get through the 'shaky' times.

During his career, Russell was one of the
first big earners in NBA basketball. His rookie contract was worth
$24,000, only fractionally smaller than the $25,000 of top earner
Bob Cousy. In contrast to other Celtics, who had to work in the off
season to maintain their standard of living Heinsohn sold
insurances, Gene Guarilia was a professional guitar player, Cousy
ran a basketball camp, and Auerbach invested in plastics and a
Chinese restaurant, Russell never had to work part-time. When Wilt
Chamberlain became the first NBA player to earn $100,000 in salary
in 1965, Russell went to Auerbach and demanded a $100,001 salary,
which he promptly received.

Russell was driven by "a
neurotic need to win", as his teammate Heinsohn observed. He was so
tense before every game that he regularly threw up in the locker
rooms, it happened so frequently that his fellow Celtics were more
worried when it did not
happen. He was also known for his natural
authority. When he became player-coach in 1967, Russell bluntly
said to his team mates that "he intended to cut all personal ties
to other players", and seamlessly made the transition from their
peer to their superior. To teammates and friends, Russell was open
and amicable, but was extremely distrusting and cold towards anyone
else. Journalists were often treated to the "Russell Glower",
described as an "icily contemptuous stare accompanied by a long
silence". Russell was also notorious for his refusal to give
autographs or even acknowledge the Celtics fans, so far that he was
called "the most selfish, surly and uncooperative athlete" by one
pundit.

 


Russell’s
College Career:

Russell was ignored by college scouts and
did not receive a single letter of interest until Hal DeJulio from
the local University of San Francisco (USF) watched him in a high
school game. DeJulio was not impressed by Russell's meager scoring
and "atrocious fundamentals", but sensed that the young center had
an extraordinary instinct for the game, especially in clutch
situations. When DeJulio offered Russell a scholarship, the latter
eagerly accepted. Sports journalist John Taylor described it as a
watershed in Russell's life, because Russell realized that
basketball was his one chance to escape poverty and racism; as a
consequence, Russell swore to make the best of it.

At USF, Russell became the new starting
center for coach Phil Woolpert. Woolpert emphasized defense and
deliberate half-court play, concepts that favored defensive
standout Russell. Woolpert was unaffected by issues of skin color.
In 1954, he became the first coach of a major college basketball
squad to start three African American players, Russell, K.C. Jones
and Hal Perry. In his USF years, Russell used his relative lack of
bulk to develop a unique style of defense: instead of purely
guarding the opposing center, he used his quickness and speed to
play help defense against opposing forwards and aggressively
challenge their shots. Combining the stature and shot-blocking
skills of a center with the foot speed of a guard, Russell became
the centerpiece of a USF team that soon became a force in college
basketball. After USF kept Holy Cross star Tom Heinsohn scoreless
in an entire half, Sports Illustrated wrote, "If Russell ever
learns to hit the basket, they're going to have to rewrite the
rules."

However, the games were often difficult for
the USF squad. Russell and his African American teammates became
targets of racist jeers, both at USF and on the road. In one
notable incident, hotels in Oklahoma City refused to admit Russell
and his black teammates while they were in town for the 1954
All-College Tournament. In protest, the whole team decided to camp
out in a closed college dorm, which was later called an important
bonding experience for the group. Decades later, Russell explained
that his experiences hardened him against abuse of all kinds. "I
never permitted myself to be a victim," he said.

On the hardwood, his experiences were far
more pleasant. Russell led USF to NCAA championships in 1955 and
1956, including a string of 55 consecutive victories. He became
known for his strong defense and shot-blocking skills, once denying
13 shots in a game. UCLA coach John Wooden called Russell "the
greatest defensive man I've ever seen". During his college career,
Russell averaged 20.7 points per game and 20.3 rebounds per game.
Besides basketball, Russell represented USF in track and field
events. He competed in the 440 yard race, which he could
complete in 49.6 seconds. He also participated in the high jump,
Track & Field News ranked him as the seventh-best high jumper
in the world in 1956. That year, Russell won high jump titles at
the Central California AAU meet, the Pacific AAU meet, and the West
Coast Relays. One of his highest jumps occurred at the West Coast
Relays, where he achieved a mark of 6 feet 9¼ inches.

After his years at USF, the Harlem
Globetrotters invited Russell to join their exhibition basketball
squad. Russell, who was sensitive to any racial prejudice, was
enraged by the fact that owner Abe Saperstein would only discuss
the matter with Woolpert. While Saperstein spoke to Woolpert in a
meeting, Globetrotters assistant coach Harry Hanna tried to
entertain Russell with jokes. The USF center was livid after this
snub and declined the offer he reasoned that if Saperstein was too
smart to speak with him, then he was too smart to play for
Saperstein. Instead, Russell made himself eligible for the 1956 NBA
Draft.

 


Russell’s
1956 Olympic Team:

Before his NBA rookie
year, Russell was the captain of the U.S. national basketball team
that competed at the 1956 Olympic tournament. Avery Brundage, head
of the International Olympic Committee, argued that Russell had
already signed a professional contract and thus was no longer an
amateur, but Russell prevailed. He had the option to skip the
tournament and play a full season for the Celtics, but he was
determined to play in the Olympics. He later commented that he
would have participated in the high jump if he had been snubbed by
the basketball team. Under coach Gerald Tucker, Russell helped the
national team win the gold medal in Melbourne, defeating the Soviet
Union 89–55 in the final game. The United
States dominated the tournament, winning by an average of 53.5
points per game. Russell led the team in scoring, averaging 14.1
points per game for the competition. His Celtics teammate K.C.
Jones joined him on the Olympic squad and contributed 10.9 points
per game.

 


Russell’s
Professional Career:

Russell could not join the
Celtics for the 1956–57 season until December, due to
his Olympic commitment. After rejoining the Celtics, Russell played
48 games, averaging 14.7 points per game and a league-high 19.6
rebounds per game. During this season, the Celtics featured six
future Hall-of-Famers: center Russell, forwards Heinsohn and Jim
Loscutoff, guards Bill Sharman and Bob Cousy, and forward Frank
Ramsey, who came off the bench. K.C. Jones did not play for the
Celtics until 1958 because of military service.

Russell's first Celtics
game came on December 22, 1956 against the St. Louis Hawks, led by
star forward Bob Pettit, who held several all-time scoring records.
Auerbach assigned Russell to shut down St. Louis's main scorer, and
the rookie impressed the Boston crowd with his man-to-man defense
and shot-blocking. In previous years, the Celtics had been a
high-scoring team, but lacked the defensive presence needed to
close out tight games. However, with the added defensive presence
of Russell, the Celtics had laid the foundation for a dynasty. The
team utilized a strong defensive approach to the game, forcing
opposing teams to commit many turnovers, which led to many easy
fast break points. Russell was an elite help defender who allowed
the Celtics to play the so-called "Hey, Bill" defense: whenever a
Celtic requested additional defensive help, he would shout "Hey,
Bill!" Russell was so quick that he could run over for a quick
double team and make it back in time if the opponents tried to find
the open man. He also became famous for his shot-blocking skills,
pundits called his blocks "Wilsonburgers", referring to the Wilson
NBA basketballs he "shoved back into the faces of opposing
shooters". This skill also allowed the other Celtics to play their
men aggressively: if they were beaten, they knew that Russell was
guarding the basket. This approach allowed the Celtics to finish
with a 44–28 regular season record, the
team's second-best record since beginning play in the
1946–47 season, and guaranteed a
post-season appearance.

However, Russell also received negative
attention. Constantly provoked by New York Knicks center Ray Felix
during a game, he complained to coach Auerbach. The latter told him
to take matters into his own hands, so after the next provocation,
Russell

punched Felix unconscious, paid a 25-dollar
fine and was no longer a target of cheap fouls. With his teammates,
Russell had a cordial relationship, with the notable exception of
fellow rookie and old rival Heinsohn. Heinsohn felt that Russell
resented him because the former was named the 1957 NBA Rookie of
the Year, many people thought that Russell was more important, but
Russell also had only played half the season. Russell also ignored
Heinsohn's plea to give his cousin an autograph, and openly said to
Heinsohn that he deserved half of his 300-dollar Rookie of the Year
check. The relationship between the two rookies remained reserved.
On the other hand, despite their different ethnic backgrounds and
lack of common off-court interests, his relationship with Celtics
point guard and fan favorite Bob Cousy was amicable.

In Game 1 of the Eastern
Division Finals, the Celtics met the Syracuse Nationals, who were
led by Dolph Schayes. In Russell's first NBA playoff game, he
finished with 16 points and 31 rebounds, along with a reported 7
blocks. At the time, blocks were not yet an officially registered
statistic. After the Celtics' 108–89 victory,
Schayes quipped, “How much does that guy make a year? It would be
to our advantage if we paid him off for five years to get away from
us in the rest of this series.” The Celtics swept the Nationals in
three games to earn the franchise's first appearance in the NBA
Finals. In the NBA Finals, the Celtics met the St. Louis Hawks, who
were again led by Bob Pettit, as well as former Celtic Ed Macauley.
The teams split the first six games, and the tension was so high
that, in Game 3, Celtics coach Auerbach punched his colleague Ben
Kerner and received a $300 fine. In the highly competitive Game 7,
Russell tried his best to slow down Pettit, but it was Heinsohn who
scored 37 points and kept the Celtics alive.

However, Russell
contributed by completing the famous “Coleman Play”. Here, Russell
ran down Hawks guard Jack Coleman, who had received an outlet pass
at midcourt, and blocked his shot despite the fact that Russell had
been standing at his own baseline when the ball was thrown to
Coleman. The block preserved Boston's slim 103–102
lead with 40-odd seconds left to play in regulation, saving the
game for the Celtics. In the second overtime, both teams were in
serious foul trouble. Heinsohn had fouled out, and the Hawks were
so depleted that they had only 7 players left. With the Celtics
leading 125–123 with one second left, the
Hawks had the ball at their own baseline. Reserve guard Alex Hannum
threw a long alley oop pass to Pettit, and Pettit's tip-in rolled
indecisively on the rim for several seconds before rolling out
again. The Celtics won, earning their first NBA
Championship.

In the
1957–58 season, Russell averaged 16.6
points per game and a league-record average of 22.7 rebounds per
game. An interesting phenomenon began that year: Russell was voted
the NBA Most Valuable Player, but only named to the All-NBA Second
Team. This would occur repeatedly throughout his career. The NBA
reasoned that other centers were better all-round players than
Russell, but no player was more valuable to his team. The Celtics
won 49 games and easily made the first berth in the 1958 NBA
Playoffs, and made the 1958 NBA Finals against their familiar
rivals, the St. Louis Hawks. The teams split the first two games,
but then Russell went down with a foot injury in Game 3 and could
no longer participate in the playoffs.

The Celtics surprisingly
won Game 4, but the Hawks prevailed in Games 5 and 6, with Pettit
scoring 50 points in the deciding Game 6. In the following
1958–59 season, Russell continued his
strong play, averaging 16.7 points per game and 23.0 rebounds per
game in the regular season. The Celtics broke a league record by
winning 52 games, and Russell's strong performance once again
helped lead the Celtics through the post-season, as they returned
to the NBA Finals. In the 1959 NBA Finals, the Celtics recaptured
the NBA title, sweeping the Minneapolis Lakers 4–0.
Lakers head coach John Kundla praised Russell, stating,
“We
don’t fear the Celtics without Bill
Russell. Take him out and we can beat them… He’s the
guy who whipped us psychologically.”

 


Russell After the
NBA:

Russell had his No. 6
jersey retired by the Celtics in 1972, and was inducted into the
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in 1975. Russell, who had
a difficult relationship with the media, was not present at either
event. After retiring as a player, Russell had stints as head coach
of the Seattle Super Sonics (1973 to 1977) and Sacramento Kings
(1987 to 1988). His time as a coach was lackluster; although he led
the struggling Super Sonics into the playoffs for the first time in
franchise history, Russell’s defensive,
team-oriented Celtics mindset did not mesh well with the team, and
he left in 1977 with a 162–166 record. Ironically,
coach Lenny Wilkens would later use a similar concept to help the
Super Sonics win the title in 1979. Russell’s stint
with the Kings was considerably worse, his last assignment ending
when the Kings went 17–41 to begin the
1987–88 season.

In addition, Russell ran into financial
trouble. He had invested $250,000 into a rubber plantation in
Liberia, where he had wanted to spend his retirement, but it went
bankrupt. The same fate awaited his Boston restaurant called
"Slade's", after which he had to default on a $90,000 government
loan to purchase the outlet. The IRS discovered that Russell owed
$34,430 in tax money and put a lien on his house. He became a
vegetarian, took up golf and worked as a color commentator, but he
was uncomfortable as a broadcaster. He later said, "The most
successful television is done in eight-second thoughts, and the
things I know about basketball, motivation and people go deeper
than that." Russell also wrote books, usually written as a joint
project with a professional writer. These included 1979's Second
Wind and 2001's Russell's Rules.

After spending several years living as a
recluse on Mercer Island in Seattle, Russell rose to prominence
again in January 2006, when he convinced Miami Heat superstar
center Shaquille O'Neal to bury the hatchet with fellow NBA
superstar and former Los Angeles Lakers teammate Kobe Bryant, with
whom O'Neal had a bitter public feud. Later that year, on November
17 2006, the two-time NCAA winner Russell was recognized for his
impact on college basketball as a member of the founding class of
the National Collegiate Basketball Hall of Fame. He was one of
five, along with John Wooden, Oscar Robertson, Dean Smith and Dr.
James Naismith, selected to represent the inaugural class. On May
20 2007, Russell was awarded an honorary doctorate by Suffolk
University, where he served as its commencement speaker, and
Russell received an honorary degree from Harvard University on June
7 2007.

.

Russell’s
Accomplishments:

Russell is one of the most successful and
decorated athletes in North American sports history. His awards and
achievements include eleven NBA championships as a player with the
Boston Celtics in 13 seasons, including two NBA championships as
player/head coach, and he is credited with having raised defensive
play in the NBA to a new level. By winning the 1956 NCAA
Championship with USF and the 1957 NBA title with the Celtics,
Russell became the first of only four players in basketball history
to win an NCAA championship and an NBA Championship back-to-back
the others being Henry Bibby, Magic Johnson, and Billy Thompson. In
the interim, Russell collected an Olympic gold medal in 1956. His
stint as coach of the Celtics was also of historical significance,
as he became the first black head coach in major U.S. professional
sports when he succeeded Red Auerbach.

In his first NBA full
season (1957–58), Russell became the first
player in NBA history to average more than 20 rebounds per game for
an entire season, a feat he accomplished 10 times in his 13
seasons. Russell's 51 rebounds in a single game is the second
highest performance ever, only trailing Chamberlain's all-time
record of 55. He still holds the NBA record for rebounds in one
half with 32 vs. Philadelphia, on November 16 1957. Career-wise,
Russell ranks second only to Wilt Chamberlain in regular season
total (21,620) and average (22.5) rebounds per game. Russell is the
all-time playoff leader in total (4,104) and average (24.9)
rebounds per game, he grabbed 40 rebounds in three separate playoff
games (twice in the NBA Finals), and he never failed to average at
least 20 rebounds per game in any of his 13 post-season
campaigns.

Russell also had seven
regular season games with 40 or more rebounds, and holds the career
playoff record for most rebounds (4,104, 24.9 rpg) in 165 games,
the NBA Finals record for highest rebound per game average (29.5
rpg, 1959) and by a rookie 22.9 rpg, 1957. In addition, Russell
holds the NBA Finals single-game record for most rebounds, 40,
March 29 1960 vs. St. Louis and April 18 1962 vs. Los Angeles, most
rebounds in a quarter, 19, April 18 1962 vs. Los Angeles, and most
consecutive games with 20 or more rebounds 15 from April 9 1960
April 16 1963. Furthermore, Russell led the NBA in rebounds per
game four times, recorded 21,620 career rebounds, and averaged 22.5
per game for his career. He also had 51 in one game, 49 in two
others, and twelve straight seasons of 1,000 or more rebounds.
Russell was known as one of the most clutch players in the NBA. He
played in 11 deciding games, 10 times in Game 7s, once in a Game 5,
and ended with a flawless 11–0 record. In these
eleven games, Russell averaged 18 points and 29.45
rebounds.

On the hardwood, he was considered the
consummate defensive center, noted for his unmatched defensive
intensity, his stellar basketball IQ and his sheer will to win.
Russell excelled at playing man-to-man defense, blocking shots, and
grabbing defensive and offensive rebounds. He also could score with
put backs and made mid-air outlet passes to point guard Bob Cousy
for easy fast break points. He also was known as a fine passer and
pick-setter, featured a decent left-handed hook shot and finished
strong on alley oops. However, on offense, Russell's output was
limited. His NBA career personal averages show him to be an average
scorer, 15.1 points career average, a poor free throw shooter
56.1%, and average overall shooter from the field 44%, not
exceptional for a center. In his 13 years, he averaged a relatively
low 13.4 field goals attempted, normally, top scorers average 20
and more, illustrating that he was never the focal point of the
Celtics offense, instead focusing on his tremendous defense.

In his career, Russell won
five regular season MVP awards (1959, 1961–63, 1965)
tied with Michael Jordan for second all-time behind Kareem Abdul
Jabbar's six awards. He was selected three times to the All-NBA
First Teams (1959, 1963, 1965) and eight Second Teams (1958,
1960–62, 1964, 1966–68),
and was a twelve-time NBA All-Star (1958–1969).
Russell was elected to one NBA All-Defensive First Team. This took
place during his last season (1969), and was the first season the
NBA All-Defensive Teams were selected. In 1970, The Sporting News
named Russell the "Athlete of the Decade". Russell is universally
seen as one of the best NBA players ever, and was declared
"Greatest Player in the History of the NBA" by the Professional
Basketball Writers Association of America in 1980. For his
achievements, Russell was named "Sportsman of the Year" by Sports
Illustrated in 1968. He also made all three NBA Anniversary Teams,
the NBA 25th Anniversary All-Time Team 1970, the NBA 35th
Anniversary All-Time Team 1980, and the NBA 50th Anniversary
All-Time Team 1996. Russell ranked #18 on ESPN's 50 Greatest
Athletes of the 20th Century in 1999. In 2003, SLAM Magazine named
Russell the #4 player of all time behind Michael Jordan, Wilt
Chamberlain and Oscar Robertson. On Saturday February 14, 2009,
during the 2009 NBA All-Star Weekend in Phoenix, NBA Commissioner
David Stern announced that the NBA Finals MVP Award would be named
after Bill Russell.

 


Russell’s
Racist Struggles:

Russell's life was marked
with an uphill battle against racism and questionable actions in
the wake of this hardship. As a child, the young Russell witnessed
how his parents were victims of racist abuse, and eventually moved
into housing projects to escape the daily torrent of bigotry. When
he later became a standout amateur basketball player at USF,
Russell recalled how he and his few fellow African American
colleagues were jeered by white students. Even after he became a
star on the Boston Celtics, Russell was the victim of racial abuse.
When the NBA All-Stars toured the U.S. in the 1958 off season,
white hotel owners in segregated North Carolina denied rooms to
Russell and his black teammates, causing him later to bitterly
write in his memoir Go Up for Glory, "It stood out, a wall which
understanding cannot penetrate. You are a Negro. You are less. It
covered every area. A living, smarting, hurting, smelling, greasy
substance which covered you. A morass to fight from." Before the
1961–62 season, Russell refused to
play in an exhibition game in Lexington, Kentucky when he and his
black teammates were refused service at a local
restaurant.

As a consequence, Russell
was extremely sensitive to all racial prejudice: according to
Taylor, he often imagined insults even if none existed. He was
active in the Black Power movement and supported Muhammad Ali's
decision to refuse to be drafted. He was often called "Felton X"
and even purchased land in Liberia. Russell's thinking became
increasingly militant, so far that he was quoted in a 1963 Sports
Illustrated interview with the words: "I dislike most white people
because they are people... I like most blacks because I am black",
expressing that "human" was a negative trait and "black" was a
positive trait which were mutually exclusive. However, when his white Celtics teammate Frank Ramsey asked
whether he hated him, Russell claimed to be misquoted, but few
believed it. Also, Taylor remarks that Russell overlooked that his
career was only made possible by the white people who were proven
anti-racists, namely his white high school coach George Powles, the
person who encouraged him to play basketball, his white college
coach Phil Woolpert, who integrated USF basketball, white Celtics
coach Red Auerbach, who is universally regarded as an anti-racist
pioneer and made him the first black NBA coach, and white Celtics
owner Walter A. Brown, who gave him a high $24,000 rookie contract,
just $1,000 shy of the top earning veteran Bob Cousy.

Nevertheless, as a result of repeated racial
bigotry, Russell refused to respond to fan acclaim or friendship
from his neighbors, thinking it was insincere and hypocritical. He
decided that the world had given him nothing, so in return, he
could give the world nothing. This attitude contributed to his
legendary bad rapport with fans and journalists. He alienated the
Boston Celtics fans by saying, "You owe the public the same it owes
you, nothing! I refuse to smile and be nice to the kiddies." This
cemented the general opinion that Russell, who was the highest paid
Celtic, was egotistical, paranoid and hypocritical, and even the
FBI described Russell in his file as "an arrogant Negro who won't
sign autographs for white children". The already hostile atmosphere
between Russell and Boston hit its nadir a few weeks later, when
vandals broke into his house, covered the walls with racist
graffiti, damaged his trophies and defecated into the beds. In
response, Russell described Boston as a "flea market of racism".
After his retirement, he viciously described the Boston press as
corrupt, anti-black and racist, so far that Boston sports
journalist Larry Claflin commented that Russell himself was the
real racist. However, his oft-proclaimed disdain for fans or the
establishment did not stop him from accepting a $250,000 contract
to sign 5,000 pieces of memorabilia.

Russell, who invariably saw himself as a
victim of the media, was present neither when his Number 6 jersey
was retired in 1972, nor when he was inducted into the Hall of Fame
in 1975, shunning the limelight both times. Despite the bitterness
that Russell felt toward Boston, in recent years he has visited the
city on a regular basis, something he never did in the years
immediately after his retirement. Russell still has sore feelings
towards the city, but there has been something of a reconciliation
in recent years. When Russell originally retired, he demanded that
his jersey be retired in an empty Boston Garden. In 1995, the
Celtics left Boston Garden and entered the FleetCenter, now the TD
Banknorth Garden, and as the main festive act, the Boston
organization wanted to re-retire Russell's jersey in front of a
sellout audience. Perennially wary of the "racist" city of Boston,
Russell decided to make amends and gave his approval. On May 6,
1999 the Celtics re-retired Russell's jersey in a ceremony attended
by Russell's on-court rival Chamberlain, along with Celtics legend
Larry Bird and Hall of Famer Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. The crowd gave
Russell a prolonged standing ovation, which brought tears to his
eyes. Russell was visibly shaken at this outpour of adoration. He
thanked Chamberlain for taking him to the limit and "making [him] a
better player" and the crowd for "allowing him to be a part of
their lives."

On December 2, 2008, Boston Mayor Thomas
Menino and The Mayor's Office of New Bostonians awarded Russell the
2008 We Are Boston Leadership Awards. Russell, who according to the
mayor flew a "red-eye flight" to be there, attended the annual
event with his daughter. He was visibly grateful and shared
anecdotes of racial bigotry when he first came to Boston as a
player and bought a home in Reading, Massachusetts. Russell
congratulated the mayor on wanting to be a "mayor for all of
Boston" and commented that it was a city that truly changed.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Black Seminoles

 


Who where the black
Seminoles?:

The Black Seminoles are descendants of free
Africans, and some runaway slaves who escaped from coastal South
Carolina and Georgia into the Florida wilderness beginning as early
as the late 1600s. They joined with the Native Americans inhabiting
Florida at the same period. Together, the two groups formed the
Seminole tribe, a multi-ethnic and bi-racial alliance. Today, Black
Seminole descendants still live in Florida, rural communities in
Oklahoma and Texas, and in the Bahamas and Northern Mexico. In the
19th century, the Florida "Black Seminoles" were called "Seminole
Negroes" by their white American enemies and Estelusti, or "Black
People", by their Indian allies. Modern Black Seminoles are known
as "Seminole Freedmen" in Oklahoma, "Seminole Scouts" in Texas,
"Black Indians" in the Bahamas, and Mascogos in Mexico.

 


Where did the black
Seminoles come from?

The Spanish strategy for
defending Florida was based, at first, on organizing the indigenous
Indians into a mission system with the mission Indians serving as
militia to protect the colony from English incursions from the
north. But a combination of raids by South Carolina
colonists and new European diseases to
which they did not have immunity decimated Florida's native
population. After the local Indians had all but died out, Spanish
authorities encouraged renegade Indians and runaway slaves from
England's North American colonies to move south. The Spanish were
hoping that these traditional enemies of the English would prove
effective in holding off English expansion.

As early as 1689, African slaves fled from
the South Carolina low country to Spanish Florida seeking
freedom.

Under an edict from King
Charles II of Spain in 1693, the black fugitives received liberty
in exchange for defending the Spanish settlers at St. Augustine.
The Spanish organized the black volunteers into a militia; their
settlement at Fort Mose, founded in 1738, was the first legally
sanctioned free black town in North America. Not all the slaves
escaping south found military service in St. Augustine to their
liking. It is likely that many more runaway slaves sought refuge in
wilderness areas in Northern Florida where their knowledge of
tropical agriculture and resistance to tropical diseases served
them well. Most of the blacks who pioneered Florida were Gullah
people who escaped from the rice plantations in South Carolina (and
later Georgia). As Gullahs, they had preserved much of their
African language and culture heritage and their African leadership
structure. These Gullah pioneers built their own settlements based
on rice and corn agriculture, and they proved to be effective
allies to the Indians escaping into
Florida at the same time.

A new influx of freedom-seeking blacks reached Florida during the
American Revolution (1775–83), when several
thousand American slaves agreed to fight for the British in
exchange for liberty, the black Loyalists. Because Florida was
under British control throughout the conflict, during the
Revolution, Seminole Indians also allied with the British, and as a
result, Africans and Seminoles came into increased contact with
each other. Members of both communities sided again with the
British against the US during the War of 1812, solidifying ties and
earning the wrath of the war's American hero General Andrew
Jackson. When Africans and Seminoles first started to interact, the
Seminoles were themselves recent immigrants to Florida.

Their community evolved over the late 18th
century and early 19th century as waves of Creek Native Americans
left present day Georgia, and Alabama. By the time the American
naturalist William Bartram visited them in 1773, the Seminoles had
their own tribal name, derived from Cimarron, the Spanish word for
runaway, which connoted the tribe's breakaway status from the
Creeks. Cimarron was also the source of the English word maroon,
used to describe the runaway slave communities of Florida, the
Caribbean, and other parts of the New World.

 


Black
Seminole’s Culture:

Massacre of the Whites by
the Indians and Blacks in Florida, engraving by D.F. Blanchard for
an 1836 account of events at the outset of the Second Seminole War
of 1835–42. The Second
Seminole War of 1835–42 marked
the height of tension between the U.S. and the Black Seminoles and
also the historical peak of the African Seminole alliance. The war
resulted from U.S. efforts, under the policy of Indian removal, to
relocate to the western Indian Territory Florida's 4,000 Seminole
people and a portion of their 800 Black Seminole allies a portion,
because during the year before the war, at least 100 Black
Seminoles were being claimed by prominent white citizens as runaway
slaves.

Fearing the direct attempt
to enslave these 100, and anticipating attempts to enslave more
members of the community, the Black Seminoles became staunch
opponents of relocation. In councils before the war, they stoked
efforts to resist removal and threw their support behind the most
militant Seminole faction, led by Osceola.
After war broke out, individual black leaders John Caesar, Abraham,
and John Horse played key roles. In addition to aiding the Indians
in their fight, Black Seminoles conspired in the rebellion of at
least 385 plantation slaves at the commencement of the
war.

The slaves joined Indians and maroons in the
destruction of 21 sugar plantations from December 25, 1835, through
the summer of 1836. Some scholars have described this as the
largest slave rebellion in U.S. history. By 1838, U.S. General
Thomas Sydney Jessup succeeded in separating the interests of the
black and Seminole warriors by offering security and promises of
freedom to the blacks. His act was the only emancipation of
rebellious African Americans prior to the emancipation of the
southern slaves by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863.

 


Black Seminoles in the
West:

After 1838, more than 500
Black Seminoles with many Seminoles by their side were marched
thousands of miles to the Indian Territory
in present-day Oklahoma. Many of the Black Seminoles and Seminoles
died along this trail from Florida to Oklahoma, also known as The
Trail of Tears. Despite U.S. Army promises of freedom, however, out
west the Black Seminoles found themselves threatened by slave
raiders. These included pro-slavery Creek tribe and even some
former Seminole allies, whose allegiance to the maroons diminished
after the war. Officers of the federal army may have tried to
protect the Black Seminoles, but in 1848 the U.S. Attorney General
bowed to pro-slavery lobbyists and ordered the army to disarm the
maroons. This left hundreds of Seminoles and Black Seminoles unable
to leave the settlement and unable to defend themselves from the
coming onslaught of pro-slavery lobbyists.

Facing enslavement, a
Black Seminole leader named John Horse and
about 100 Black Seminoles staged a mass
escape in 1849 from the Indian Prison to Mexico, where slavery had
long since been outlawed. The black fugitives crossed to freedom in
July 1850. They rode with a faction of traditionalist Seminoles
under the Indian chief Coacochee, who led the expedition. The
Mexican government welcomed the Seminole allies as border guards on
the frontier.

For the next 20 years, Black Seminoles
served as militiamen and Indian fighters in Mexico, where they
became known as los Mascogos. Slave raiders from Texas continued to
threaten the community. Arms and reinforcements from the Mexican
Army enabled the black warriors to ably defend themselves.
Throughout the period, several hundred Black Seminoles remained in
the Oklahoma Indian Territory. With the end of slavery in the U.S.,
these maroons became known as Seminole Freedmen. They lived as
their descendants still do in and around Wewoka, Oklahoma, the
community founded by John Horse as a black settlement in 1849.
Today it is home of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma. In 1870, the
U.S. Army invited the escaped Black Seminoles to return from Mexico
to the U.S. and serve as army scouts.

The Seminole Negro Indian
Scouts, originally a black unit despite the name, played a lead
role in the Texas Indian Wars of the 1870s. The scouts became
famous for their tracking abilities and feats of endurance. Four
men were awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor. They served as
advance scouts for the commanding white officers and
the all black units known as the
Buffalo Soldiers, with
whom they were closely associated. After the close of the Texas
Indian Wars, the scouts remained stationed
at Fort Clark in Brackettville, Texas, until the army disbanded
them in 1914. Family members settled in and around Brackettville,
which has a cemetery for the scouts and remains the spiritual
center of the Texas-based Black Seminoles.

The community in Nacimiento, Coahuila,
persists on lands adjacent to the Kickapoo tribe. Yet another Black
Seminole community resides half a continent away on Andros Island
in the Bahamas. Here refugees from 19th-century Florida wars found
a sanctuary from American enslavement.

Some of the descendants of the Black
Seminoles who did not emigrate still live in Florida today. For the
most part, these Black Seminoles are not members of the Seminole
Tribe of Florida.

In 2003 and 2004, Seminole Freedmen in
Oklahoma were in the national news because of a legal dispute with
the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma over membership and rights within
the tribe. Freedmen were trying to gain access to services provided
by a $56 million settlement awarded to the Seminole Nation. The
dispute developed after Seminole Indians voted to exclude some
Freedmen from inclusion in the settlement and membership in the
tribe. In June 2004, the U.S. Supreme Court refused to allow the
Seminole Freedmen to sue the federal government for inclusion in
the settlement unless they could obtain the Seminole Nation's
consent.
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Black Union
Soldiers

 


Black Union Soldiers
Background:

The issues of emancipation and military
service were intertwined from the onset of the Civil War. News from
Fort Sumter set off a rush by free black men to enlist in U.S.
military units. They were turned away, however, because a Federal
law dating from 1792 barred Negroes from bearing arms for the U.S.
army although they had served in the American Revolution and in the
War of 1812. In Boston disappointed would-be volunteers met and
passed a resolution requesting that the Government modify its laws
to permit their enlistment. The Lincoln administration wrestled
with the idea of authorizing the recruitment of black troops,
concerned that such a move would prompt the border states to
secede. When Gen. John C. Frémont in Missouri and Gen. David Hunter
in South Carolina issued proclamations that emancipated slaves in
their military regions and permitted them to enlist, their
superiors sternly revoked their orders. By mid 1862, however, the
escalating number of former slaves, contrabands, the declining
number of white volunteers, and the increasingly pressing personnel
needs of the Union Army pushed the Government into reconsidering
the ban.

As a result, on July 17, 1862, Congress
passed the Second Confiscation and Militia Act, freeing slaves who
had masters in the Confederate Army. Two days later, slavery was
abolished in the territories of the United States, and on July 22
President Lincoln presented the preliminary draft of the
Emancipation Proclamation to his Cabinet. After the Union Army
turned back Lee's first invasion of the North at Antietam, MD, and
the Emancipation Proclamation was subsequently announced, black
recruitment was pursued in earnest. Volunteers from South Carolina,
Tennessee, and Massachusetts filled the first authorized black
regiments. Recruitment was slow until black leaders such as
Frederick Douglass encouraged black men to become soldiers to
ensure eventual full citizenship. Two of Douglass's own sons
contributed to the war effort. Volunteers began to respond, and in
May 1863 the Government established the Bureau of Colored Troops to
manage the burgeoning numbers of black soldiers.

By the end of the Civil War, roughly 179,000
black men 10% of the Union Army served as soldiers in the U.S. Army
and another 19,000 served in the Navy. Nearly 40,000 black soldiers
died over the course of the war 30,000 of infection or disease.

Black soldiers served in artillery and
infantry and performed all non-combat support functions that
sustain an army, as well. Black carpenters, chaplains, cooks,
guards, laborers, nurses, scouts, spies, steamboat pilots,
surgeons, and teamsters also contributed to the war cause. There
were nearly 80 black commissioned officers. Black women, who could
not formally join the Army, nonetheless served as nurses, spies,
and scouts, the most famous being Harriet Tubman, who scouted for
the 2nd South Carolina Volunteers.

Because of prejudice against them, black
units were not used in combat as extensively as they might have
been. Nevertheless, the soldiers served with distinction in a
number of battles. Black infantrymen fought gallantly at Milliken's
Bend, LA, Port Hudson, LA, Petersburg, VA, and Nashville, TN. The
July 1863 assault on Fort Wagner, SC, in which the 54th Regiment of
Massachusetts Volunteers lost two-thirds of their officers and half
of their troops, was memorably dramatized in the film Glory. By
war's end, 16 black soldiers had been awarded the Medal of Honor
for their valor. In addition to the perils of war faced by all
Civil War soldiers, black soldiers faced additional problems
stemming from racial prejudice. Racial discrimination was prevalent
even in the North, and discriminatory practices permeated the U.S.
military. Segregated units were formed with black enlisted men and
typically commanded by white officers and black noncommissioned
officers.

The 54th Massachusetts was commanded by
Robert Shaw and the 1st South Carolina by Thomas Wentworth
Higginson both white. Black soldiers were initially paid $10 per
month from which $3 was automatically deducted for clothing,
resulting in a net pay of $7. In contrast, white soldiers received
$13 per month from which no clothing allowance was drawn. In June
1864 Congress granted equal pay to the U.S. Colored Troops and made
the action retroactive. Black soldiers received the same rations
and supplies. In addition, they received comparable medical care.
The black troops, however, faced greater peril than white troops
when captured by the Confederate Army. I n 1863 the Confederate
Congress threatened to punish severely officers of black troops and
to enslave black soldiers. As a result, President Lincoln issued
General Order 233, threatening reprisal on Confederate prisoners of
war (POWs) for any mistreatment of black troops. Although the
threat generally restrained the Confederates, black captives were
typically treated more harshly than white captives. In perhaps the
most heinous known example of abuse, Confederate soldiers shot to
death black Union soldiers captured at the Fort Pillow, TN,
engagement of 1864. Confederate General Nathan B. Forrest witnessed
the massacre and did nothing to stop it.

The document featured with
this article is a recruiting poster directed at black men during
the Civil War. It refers to efforts by the Lincoln administration
to provide equal pay for black soldiers and equal protection for
black POWs. The original poster is located in the Records of the
Adjutant General's Office, 1780's–1917, Record
Group 94.
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Bob Beamon

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Robert “Bob“ Beamon was born on August 29,
1946 in South Jamaica, Queens New York.

 


Beamon’s
Occupation:

Beamon is an American former track and field
athlete, best known for his long-standing world record in the long
jump at the Mexico Olympics in 1968, which remained the world
record for 23 years.

 


Beamon’s
Early Life:

He was raised by his grandmother, who told
him about his mother who died at 25 from tuberculosis, when Beamon
was only 8 months old. He later found out that his mother was
physically abused by his father. He was sent to his grandmother's
because his father threatened to kill Beamon if his mother took him
home.

When he was attending Jamaica High School he
was discovered by Larry Ellis, a renowned track coach. Beamon later
became part of the All-American track and field team. In 1965, he
was declared second in the long jump in the United States, and
received a track and field scholarship to the University of Texas
at El Paso. Beamon qualified for the Olympics four months before he
was suspended from the University of Texas at El Paso, for refusing
to compete against Brigham Young University, alleging it had racist
policies. This left him without a coach, and fellow Olympian Ralph
Boston began to coach him unofficially.

 


Robinson’s Olympic Jump:

On October 18, 1968 at Summer Olympics in
Mexico City, Beamon set a world record

for the long jump with a jump of 8.90 m (29
ft. 2½ in.). The record stood for 23 years until Mike Powell broke
it in 1991.

When the announcer called
out the distance for the jump, Beamon wasn't affected by it. When
his teammate and coach Ralph Boston told him that he broke the
world record, an astonished Beamon collapsed to his knees and
placed his hands over his face in shock. In one of the more
enduring images of the games, his competitors then helped him to
his feet. One journalist called Beamon "the man who saw lightning."
Sports journalist Dick Schaap wrote a book about the leap, called
The Perfect Jump. Prior to Beamon’s jump, the
world record had been broken thirteen times since 1901, with an
average increase of 6 cm (2½ in) and the largest increase
being 15 cm (6 in). Beamon’s gold medal
mark bettered the existing record by 55 cm (21¾ in.) as he
became the first person to reach both 28 and 29 feet.

The defending Olympic
champion, Lynn Davies of Great Britain, told Beamon, "You have
destroyed this event", and in track and field jargon, a new
adjective - Beamonesque - came into use to describe spectacular
feats. Beamon landed his jump near the far end of the sand pit but
the optical device which had been installed to measure jump
distances was not designed to measure a jump of such length. This
forced the officials to measure the jump manually which added to
the jump's aura. Shortly after Beamon’s jump a major
rainstorm blew through making it more difficult for his competitors
to try to match Beamon's feat. None were able to do so, Klaus Beer
finished second with a jump of 8.19 m.

In making his record jump,
Beamon enjoyed a number of advantageous environmental factors. At
an altitude of 2240 m (7349 ft), Mexico City's air had less
resistance than air would have at sea level. This allows runners to
run faster and jumpers to jump farther. In addition to Beamon's
record, world records were broken in most of the sprinting and
jumping events at the 1968 Olympic Games. Beamon also benefited
from a trailing wind of 2 meters per second on his jump, the
maximum allowable for record purposes. Beamon entered the Olympic
games as the favorite, having won 22 of the 23 meets he had
competed in that year, including a career best of 8.33 m (27 ft. 4
in.). After winning the gold medal in Mexico City, he never again
jumped over 8.22 m (26 ft. 11¾ in.). Beamon's world record stood
for 23 years, and was named by Sports Illustrated magazine as one
of the five greatest sports moments of the 20th century.
Beamon’s world record was finally broken
in 1991 when Mike Powell jumped 8.95 m (29 ft. 4-3/8 in.) at the
World Championships in Tokyo, but Beamon's jump is still the
Olympic record and 40 years later remains the second longest of all
time.

 


Where is Robinson
Now?:

Shortly after the Mexico City Olympics,
Beamon was drafted by the Phoenix Suns basketball team. In 1972 he
graduated from Adelphi University with a degree in sociology. He
currently lives in Miami, Florida and is married to Milana Walter
Beamon, a film producer.

 


Robinson’s Honors:

Beamon is in the National Track and Field
Hall of Fame, and when the United States Olympic Hall of Fame
started to induct athletes in 1983, Beamon was one of the first
inductees.
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Bob Gibson:



Place and Date of
Birth:

Gibson was born on November 9, 1935 in
Omaha, Nebraska. He was born Pack Gibson, after his father who died
3 months before his birth. The Gibson family could not afford a
camera, therefore no photographs of his father exist.

 


Gibson’s
childhood and early career:

Gibson changed his name to
Robert when he turned 18. Despite a childhood filled with health
problems, including rickets, asthma, pneumonia, and a heart murmur,
he was active in sports as a youth, particularly baseball and
basketball. After a standout career in baseball and basketball at
Tech High in Omaha, Gibson won a basketball scholarship to
Creighton University. In 1957, Gibson received a $3,000 bonus to
sign with the Cardinals. He delayed his start with the organization
for a year, playing with the Harlem Globetrotters, earning the
nickname "Bullet" Bob Gibson. In baseball his nickname was "Hoot",
after Hoot Gibson, the cowboy and silent movie star. Although one
of the star players on the team, Gibson was famous for backhanded
dunks. He resigned from the Globetrotters to play baseball because
he could not stand the clowning. In 1958 he spent a year at the
triple A farm club in Omaha. He graduated to the major leagues in
1959 and had the first of nine 200-strikeout seasons in
1962.

Patrick Robert "Bob" Gibson is a former
right handed baseball pitcher, playing for the St. Louis Cardinals
from 1959 to 1975. He was elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame in
1981. Gibson was a fierce competitor who rarely smiled and was
known to throw close fast inside pitches to let batters know who
was in charge, similar to his contemporary and fellow Hall of Famer
Don Drysdale, although he had good control and hit only 102 batters
in his career fewer than Drysdale's 154. Considered to be the best
pitcher in Cardinals history, along with Dizzy Dean, Gibson
dominated with his fastball, sharp slider, and a slow, looping
curveball. He now resides in the Omaha suburb of Bellevue with his
wife and son and is a special instructor coach for the St. Louis
Cardinals.

 


Gibson’s
Awards:

8x All-Star selection (1962, 1965, 1966,
1967, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1972)

2x World Series champion (1964, 1967)

9x Gold Glove Award winner (1965, 1966,
1967, 1968, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973)

1968 NL MVP

2x NL Cy Young Award winner (1968, 1970)

2x World Series MVP (1964, 1967)

2x NL TSN Pitcher of the Year (1968,
1970)

1964 Babe Ruth Award

No-hitter on August 14, 1971

St. Louis Cardinals #45 retired

MLB Records

35 strikeouts during a World Series

17 strikeouts in a World Series game


1.12 era in 1968 season (live-ball era)

 


Induction into the
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1981 84.0% (first ballot). A statue of
Gibson is outside Busch Stadium. His number 45 is retired by the
St. Louis Cardinals, and in 1981, he was inducted into the Baseball
Hall Of Fame. In 1999, he ranked Number 31 on “The Sporting
News” list
of the 100 Greatest Baseball Players, and was elected to the
Major League Baseball All-Century Team. He has a
star on the St. Louis Walk of Fame. A bronze statue of Gibson by
Harry Weber is located in front of Busch Stadium, commemorating
Gibson along with other St. Louis Cardinals greats. In 2004, he was
named as the most intimidating pitcher of all time from the Fox
Sports Net series The Sports List. The street on the north side of
Rosenblatt Stadium, home of the College World Series in his
hometown of Omaha, is named Bob Gibson Boulevard. As of now Bob
Gibson is still alive.
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Bob Hayes

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Bob was born in Jacksonville, Florida on
December 20, 1942.

 


Bob’s
Occupation:

Robert Lee ("Bullet Bob") Hayes was an
Olympic gold-medal sprinter turned NFL Hall of Fame wide receiver
for the Dallas Cowboys. An American track and field athlete, he was
a two-sport stand-out in college in both track and football at
Florida A&M University. Hayes was enshrined in the Dallas
Cowboys Ring of Honor in 2001 and was selected for induction in the
Pro Football Hall of Fame in January 2009. Hayes is the second
Olympic gold medalist to be inducted to the Hall of Fame, after Jim
Thorpe. Once considered the world's fastest man by virtue of his
multiple world records in the 60-yard, 100-yard, 220-yard, and
Olympic 100-meter dashes, Hayes is the only man to win both an
Olympic gold and a Super Bowl ring.

 


Hayes High School and
College Years:

Hayes attended Matthew Gilbert High School,
now a middle school in Jacksonville, where he was a backup halfback
on the football team. The 1958 Gilbert High Panthers finished 12-0,
winning the Florida Interscholastic Athletic Association black
school state championship with a 14-7 victory over Dillard High
School of Fort Lauderdale before more than 11,000 spectators. In
times of segregation laws, their achievement went basically
unnoticed, yet 50 years later they were recognized as one of the
best teams in FHSAA history.

Hayes was also the first person to break six
seconds in the 60 yard dash with his indoor world record of 5.9
seconds. While a student at Florida A&M in 1962, Hayes ran a
new world record for the 100 yard dash with a time of 9.2 seconds.
The next year he broke his own record with a time of 9.1, a record
that would not be broken for eleven

years until Ivory Crockett
ran a 9.0 in 1974. That same year, Hayes set the world best for 200
meters, 20.5 seconds, although the time was never ratified and tied
the world record for the 220 yard dash with a time of 20.6 seconds
while running into an eight mph wind. He was the AAU 100 yard dash
champion three years running, from 1962–1964, and
in 1964 was the NCAA champion in the 200 meter dash. He would miss
part of his senior year in college because of his 1964 Olympic bid
for U.S. Gold.

 


Hayes Olympic
Dream:

At the 1964 Summer
Olympics, in Tokyo, Hayes had his finest hour as a sprinter. First,
he won the 100 m by tying the current World Record in the 100 m
with a time of 10.0 seconds, even though he was running in lane 1
which had, the day before, been used for the 10km and this badly
chewed up the cinder track. He also was running in borrowed spikes
because one of his shoes had been kicked under the bed when he was
playing with some friends and he didn't realize until he got
there. This was followed by a second gold
medal in the 4 x 100 meter relay, which also produced a new World
Record (39.06 seconds).

His come-from-behind win for the US team in
the relay was one of the most memorable Olympic moments. Jocelyn
Delecour, France's anchor leg runner, famously said to Paul Drayton
before the relay final that, "You can't win, all you have is Bob
Hayes." Drayton was able to reply afterwards, "All you need..." The
race was also Hayes' last as a track and field athlete, as he
permanently switched to football after it.

 


Hayes Professional
Football Career:

The Dallas Cowboys drafted Hayes in the
seventh round of the 1964 NFL Draft, taking a chance an Olympic
sprinter with unrefined football skills could excel as a wide
receiver. The bet paid off, due to his amazing feats in cleats.
Hayes has been credited by many with forcing the NFL to develop a
zone defense and the bump and run to attempt to contain him. Hayes'
first two seasons were most successful, during which he led the NFL
both times in receiving touchdowns. In 1966 Hayes caught six passes
for 195 yards against the New York Giants at the Cotton Bowl.
Later, in the Dallas Cowboys-Washington Redskins match-up, Hayes
caught nine passes for 246 yards. Hayes' speed forced other teams
to go to a zone since no single player could keep up with him.
Spreading the defense out in hopes of containing Hayes allowed the
Cowboys' talented running game to flourish, rushers Don Perkins,
Calvin Hill, Walt Garrison and Duane Thomas taking advantage of the
diminished coverage of the line of scrimmage.

In addition to receiving, Hayes returned
punts for the Cowboys and was the NFL's leading punt returner in
1968 with a 20.8 yards per return average and two touchdowns,
including a 90 yarder against the Pittsburgh Steelers. He was named
to the Pro Bowl three times and All Pro four times. He helped
Dallas win five Eastern Conference titles, two NFC titles, played
in two Super Bowls, and was instrumental in Dallas' first ever
Super Bowl victory in 1972, making Hayes the only person to win
both an Olympic gold medal and a Super Bowl ring. Later in his
career, as defenses improved playing zone and the bump and run was
refined, Hayes' value as an erstwhile decoy rather than All Pro
threat diminished. Hayes played one season for the San Francisco
49ers before retiring.

Hayes was the first player in the history of
the Dallas Cowboys franchise to surpass 1000 yards receiving in a
single season, and he did that in his rookie year by finishing with
1,003 yards. Also during his rookie year, he led the team with 46
receptions and set franchise records for total touchdowns (13) and
total receiving touchdowns (12). He finished his 11-year career
with 371 receptions for 7,414 yards and 71 touchdowns, giving him
an impressive 20 yards per catch average both career touchdowns and
yds per catch average remain franchise records. He also rushed for
68 yards, gained 581 yards on 23 kickoff returns, and returned 104
punts for 1,158 yards and three touchdowns. To this day, Hayes
holds ten regular-season receiving records, four punt return
records and twenty-two overall franchise marks, making him one of
the greatest receivers to ever play for the Cowboys.

 


Bob’s
Hall of Fame Controversy:

Hayes was close to being
inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 2004, but was denied
the opportunity in the final round of decision making. The decision
was marred by controversy, with many claiming that the Hall of Fame
Senior Selection Committee had a bias against members of the Dallas
Cowboys and other NFL teams. Others
believe Hayes' legal and drug use issues marred his chances.
Shortly after the announcement of the new 2004 Hall of Fame
members, long-time Sports Illustrated writer Paul Zimmerman
resigned from the Selection Committee in protest of the decision to
leave Hayes out of the Hall.

In addition to Hayes' drug use issues, there
is the a more important issue with regard to his plays in big
games. These were the real reasons that prevented him from
initially being in the hall of fame. For instance, in the 1966 NFL
championship game, it was his missed block that led to Dave
Robinson bearing down on Don Meredith in the waning moments of the
game leading to an errant throw and an interception that ended the
Cowboys hopes for tying the game. More importantly, in the 1967 NFL
championship game, the "Ice Bowl", Hayes ran many of his pass
routes with his hands in his pants. This completely telegraphed
that these particular plays were run plays. He only took his hands
out of his pants when he was involved in the pass play. This was of
invaluable use to the Packers in their defensive scheme that day.
The Complete History of the Green Bay Packers, NFL films, copyright
2003

On August 27, 2008 Hayes was named as one of
two senior candidates for the 2009 Hall of Fame election.

On Saturday, Jan. 31st, 2009, Bob Hayes was
selected as a member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame's Class of
2009. The next day Lucille Hester released a letter she claimed he
had drafted three years before he died, on October 29, 1999, in
case he did not live to see his induction. It's full text read:

 


You know I am not sure I am going to be
around if I get into the Pro Football Hall of Fame so you must read
this for me, I am not sure, I guess I am feeling sorry for myself
at this time but you must remember everything I want you to do and
say. Mother said you would do what I want because you always did.
So read this for me.

I would like to thank everyone who supported
me to get into the NFL Hall of Fame, the Dallas Cowboys
organization, all of my team mates (sic) and everyone who played
for the Cowboys, (thank the San Francisco 49ers too). Thank the
fans all around the country and the world, thank the committee who
voted for me and also the ones who may did not vote for me, thank
Mother and my family, thank Roger Stauback (sic) and tell all my
teammates I love them dearly.

Thank the Pro Football Hall of Fame, all the
NFL teams and players, Florida A&M University, thank everyone
who went to Matthew Gilbert High School, thank everyone in
Jacksonville and Florida and everyone especially on the East Side
of Jacksonville. Thank everyone in the City of Dallas and in Texas
and just thank everyone in the whole world.

I love you all.

 


Delivered by Hester in front of hundreds and
a national cable television audience, the moment was described as
"... one of the most compelling and touching scenes the Hall of
Fame has seen." Shortly after, it was discovered that the letter
was typed in the Calibri font, which didn't exist until 5 years
after Hayes' death. However, some family members are disputing
Lucille Hester's claim to be related to Bob and are taking steps to
ensure she is not part of the Hall of Fame ceremony on August 8,
2009.

 


Bob’s
Death:

On September 18, 2002, Hayes died in his
hometown Jacksonville of kidney failure aged 59, after battling
prostate cancer and liver ailments.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Bob Marley

 


Place and Date Of
Birth:

Bob Marley was born on February 6, 1945 in
the small village of Nine Mile in Saint Ann Parish, Jamaica as
Nesta Robert Marley. His father Norval Sinclair Marley was a
Caucasian Jamaican of English descent whose family came from Essex
in England. Some have speculated that they were of Syrian Jewish
descent however this is not conclusive.

 


Bob’s
Occupation:

Robert Nesta Marley, best
known as Bob Marley, was a Jamaican singer-songwriter and musician.
He was the lead singer, songwriter and guitarist for the ska,
rocksteady and reggae bands The Wailers (1964 – 1974) and Bob Marley & the Wailers (1974
–
1981). Marley remains the most widely known and
revered performer of reggae music, and is credited for helping
spread both Jamaican music and the Rastafari movement, of which he
was a committed member, to a worldwide audience. Marley's best
known hits include "I Shot the Sheriff", "No Woman, No Cry",
"Exodus", "Could You Be Loved", "Stir It Up", "Jamming",
"Redemption Song", "One Love" and, together with The Wailers,
"Three Little Birds", as well as the posthumous releases "Buffalo
Soldier" and "Iron Lion Zion". The compilation album, Legend,
released in 1984, three years after his death, is reggae's
best-selling album, being 10 times platinum in the US, and selling
20 million copies worldwide.

 


Bob’s
Life Story:

Marley’s
father was a captain in the Royal Marines, as well as a plantation
overseer, when he married Cedella Booker, an Afro-Jamaican then
eighteen years old. Norval provided financial support for his wife
and child, but seldom saw them, as he was often away on trips. In
1955, when Marley was 10 years old, his father died of a heart
attack at

age 60. Marley suffered racial prejudice as
a youth, because of his mixed racial origins and faced questions
about his own racial identity throughout his life. He once
reflected:

 


“I don't have prejudice against meself. My father was a white
and my mother was black. Them call me half-caste or whatever. Me
don't dip on nobody's side. Me don't dip on the black man's side
nor the white man's side. Me dip on God's side, the one who create
me and cause me to come from black and white.”

 


Although Marley recognized his mixed
ancestry, throughout his life and because of his beliefs, he
self-identified as a black African . In songs such as "Black
Progress," "African Herbsman," "Buffalo Soldier," "War," "Africa
Unite" and others, Marley sings about the struggles of blacks and
Africans against oppression from the West or "Babylon." Marley
became friends with Neville "Bunny" Livingston, later known as
Bunny Wailer, with whom he started to play music. He left school at
the age of 14 to make music with Joe Higgs, a local singer and
devout Rastafari. It was at a jam session with Higgs and Livingston
that Marley met Peter McIntosh, later known as Peter Tosh, who had
similar musical ambitions. In 1962, Marley recorded his first two
singles, "Judge Not" and "One Cup of Coffee", with local music
producer Leslie Kong. These songs, released on the Beverley's label
under the pseudonym of Bobby Martell, attracted little attention.
The songs were later re-released on the box set, Songs of Freedom,
a posthumous collection of Marley's work..

In 1963, Bob Marley, Bunny Wailer, Peter
Tosh, Junior Braithwaite, Beverley Kelso, and Cherry Smith formed a
ska, and rocksteady group, calling themselves "The Teenagers". They
later changed their name to "The Wailing Rudeboys", then to "The
Wailing Wailers", at which point they were discovered by record
producer Coxsone Dodd, and finally to "The Wailers". By 1966,
Braithwaite, Kelso, and Smith had left The Wailers, leaving the
core trio of Bob Marley, Bunny Wailer, and Peter Tosh.

In 1966, Marley married Rita Anderson, and
moved near his mother's residence in Wilmington, Delaware in the
United States for a short time, during which he worked as a DuPont
lab assistant and on the assembly line at a Chrysler plant, under
the alias Donald Marley. Upon returning to Jamaica, Marley became a
member of the Rastafari movement, and started to wear his trademark
dreadlocks. After a conflict with Dodd, Marley and his band teamed
up with Lee "Scratch" Perry and his studio band, The Upsetters.
Although the alliance lasted less than a year, they recorded what
many consider The Wailers' finest work. Marley and Perry split
after a dispute regarding the assignment of recording rights, but
they would remain friends and work together again.

Between 1968 and 1972, Bob and Rita Marley,
Peter Tosh and Bunny Wailer re-cut some old tracks with JAD Records
in Kingston and London in an attempt to commercialize The Wailers'
sound. Bunny later asserted that these songs "should never be
released on an album they were just demos for record companies to
listen to." Also in 1968, Bob and Rita visited the Bronx to see
Johnny Nash's songwriter Jimmy Norman. A three day jam session with
Norman and others, including Norman's co-writer Al Pyfrom, resulted
in a 24-minute tape of Marley performing several of his own and
Norman-Pyfrom's compositions which is, according to Reggae
archivist Roger Steffens, rare in that was influenced by pop rather
than reggae, as part of the effort to break Marley into American
charts.

According to an article in
The New York Times, Marley experimented on the tape with different
sounds, adopting a doo-wop style on "Stay With Me" and "the slow
love song style of 1960's artists" on "Splish for My Splash." The
Wailers' first album, Catch a Fire, was released worldwide in 1973,
and sold well. It was followed a year later by Burnin', which
included the songs "Get Up, Stand Up" and "I Shot The Sheriff".
Eric Clapton made a hit cover of "I Shot the Sheriff" in 1974,
raising Marley's international profile. The Wailers broke up in
1974 with each of the three main members going on to pursue solo
careers. The reason for the breakup is shrouded in conjecture; some
believe that there were disagreements amongst Bunny, Peter, and Bob
concerning performances, while others claim that Bunny and Peter
simply preferred solo work.

Despite the breakup, Marley continued
recording as "Bob Marley & The Wailers". His new backing band
included brothers Carlton and Aston "Family Man" Barrett on drums
and bass respectively, Junior Marvin and Al Anderson on lead
guitar, Tyrone Downie and Earl "Wya" Lindo on keyboards, and Alvin
"Seeco" Patterson on percussion. The "I Threes", consisting of Judy
Mowatt, Marcia Griffiths, and Marley's wife, Rita, provided backing
vocals. In 1975, Marley had his international breakthrough with his
first hit outside Jamaica, "No Woman, No Cry," from the Natty Dread
album. This was followed by his breakthrough album in the US,
Rastaman Vibration (1976), which spent four weeks on the Billboard
charts Top Ten. In December 1976, two days before "Smile Jamaica",
a free concert organized by the Jamaican Prime Minister Michael
Manley in an attempt to ease tension between two warring political
groups, Marley, his wife, and manager Don Taylor were wounded in an
assault by unknown gunmen inside Marley's home.

Taylor and Marley's wife
sustained serious injuries, but later made full recoveries. Bob
Marley received minor wounds in the chest and arm. The shooting was
thought to have been politically motivated, as many felt the
concert was really a support rally for Manley. Nonetheless, the
concert proceeded, and an injured Marley performed as scheduled,
two days after the attempt. When asked why, Marley responded, "the
people who are trying to make this world worse
aren’t taking a day off. How can I?"
The members of the group Zap Pow, which had no radical religious or
political beliefs, played as Bob Marley's backup band before a
festival crowd of 80,000 while members of the Wailers were still
missing or in hiding.

Marley left Jamaica at the end of 1976 for
England, where he recorded his Exodus and Kaya albums. Exodus
stayed on the British album charts for 56 consecutive weeks. It
included four UK hit singles: "Exodus", "Waiting In Vain",
"Jamming", "One Love", and a rendition of Curtis Mayfield's hit,
"People Get Ready". It was here that he was arrested and received a
conviction for possession of a small quantity of cannabis while
traveling in London. In 1978, Marley performed at another political
concert in Jamaica, the One Love Peace Concert, again in an effort
to calm warring parties. Near the end of the performance, by
Marley's request, Manley and his political rival, Edward Seaga,
joined each other on stage and shook hands. Babylon by Bus, a
double live album with 13 tracks, was released in 1978 to critical
acclaim. This album, and specifically the final track "Jammin'"
with the audience in a frenzy, captured the intensity of Marley's
live performances. Survival, a defiant and politically charged
album, was released in 1979. Tracks such as "Zimbabwe", "Africa
Unite", "Wake Up and Live", and "Survival" reflected Marley's
support for the struggles of Africans. His appearance at the
Amandla Festival in Boston in July 1979 showed his strong
opposition to South African apartheid, which he already had shown
in his song "War" in 1976. In early 1980, he was invited to perform
at the April 17 celebration of Zimbabwe's Independence Day.
Uprising (1980) was Bob Marley's final studio album, and is one of
his most religious productions, including "Redemption Song" and
"Forever Loving Jah". It was in "Redemption Song" that Marley sang
the famous lyric,

 


“Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery

None but ourselves can free our mind.”

 


Confrontation, released posthumously in
1983, contained unreleased material recorded during Marley's
lifetime, including the hit "Buffalo Soldier" and new mixes of
singles previously only available in Jamaica. In July 1977, Marley
was found to have acral lentiginous melanoma, a form of malignant
melanoma, in a football wound - according to widely held urban
legend, inflicted by broadcaster and pundit Danny Baker on his
right big toe. Marley refused amputation, because of the Rastafari
belief that the body must be "whole." Marley may have seen medical
doctors as samfai, tricksters, deceivers. True to this belief
Marley went against all surgical possibilities and sought out other
means that would not break his religious beliefs.

He also refused to register a will, based on
the Rastafari belief that writing a will is acknowledging death as
inevitable, thus disregarding the everlasting, or everliving, as
Rastas say character of life. The cancer then metastasized (spread)
to Marley's brain, lungs, liver, and stomach. After playing two
shows at Madison Square Garden as part of his fall 1980 Uprising
Tour, he collapsed while jogging in NYC's Central Park. The
remainder of the tour was subsequently cancelled. Marley played his
final concert at the Stanley Theater in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on
September 23, 1980. The live version of "Redemption Song" on Songs
of Freedom was recorded at this show. Marley afterwards sought
medical help from Munich specialist Josef Issels, who promoted a
controversial type of cancer treatment, partly based on avoidance
of certain foods, drinks and other substances, Marley was also
already a vegetarian, mainly for religious reasons. However, by
this time his illness had already progressed to the terminal
stage.

 


Bob’s
Awards:

1976: Band of the Year (Rolling Stone)

June 1978: Awarded the Peace Medal of the
Third World from the United Nations

February 1981: Awarded Jamaica's third
highest honor, the Jamaican Order of Merit

March 1994: Inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame

1999: Album of the Century for Exodus (Time
magazine)

February 2001: A star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame

February 2001: Awarded Grammy Lifetime
Achievement Award

2004: Rolling Stone ranked him #11 on their
list of the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time.

"One Love" named song of the millennium by
The BBC

Voted as one of the greatest lyricists of
all time by a BBC poll.

2006 A plaque dedicated to him by Nubian Jak
community trust and supported by Her Majesty's Foreign Office.

 


Bob’s
Family:

Bob Marley had a number of children: three
with his wife Rita, two adopted from Rita's previous relationships,
and the remaining seven with separate women. His children are, in
order of birth:

Imani Carole, born May 22, 1963 to Cheryl
Murray

Sharon, born November 23, 1964, to Rita in
previous relationship;

Cedella born August 23, 1967, to Rita;

David "Ziggy", born October 17, 1968, to
Rita;

Stephen, born April 20, 1972, to Rita;

Robert "Robbie", born May 16, 1972, to Pat
Williams;

Rohan, born May 19, 1972, to Janet Hunt;

Karen, born 1973 to Janet Bowen;

Stephanie, born August 17, 1974; according
to Cedella Booker she was the daughter of Rita and a man called
Ital with whom Rita had an affair; nonetheless she was acknowledged
as Bob's daughter;

Julian, born June 4, 1975, to Lucy
Pounder;

Ky-Mani, born February 26, 1976, to Anita
Belnavis;

Damian, born July 21, 1978, to Cindy
Breakspeare;

Makeda, born May 30, 1981, to Yvette
Crichton.

 


 


Bob’s
Death:

While flying home from Germany to Jamaica
for his final days, Marley became ill, and landed in Miami for
immediate medical attention. He died at Cedars of Lebanon Hospital
in Miami on the morning of May 11, 1981, at the age of 36. The
spread of melanoma to his lungs and brain caused his death. His
final words to his son Ziggy were "Money can't buy life." Marley
received a state funeral in Jamaica on May 21, 1981, which combined
elements of Ethiopian Orthodoxy and Rastafari tradition. He was
buried in a chapel near his birthplace with his Fender
Stratocaster. A month before his death, he had also been awarded
the Jamaican Order of Merit. Marley was inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 1994. Time magazine chose Bob Marley & The
Wailers' Exodus as the greatest album of the 20th century. In 2001,
Marley was posthumously awarded the Grammy Lifetime Achievement
Award, and a feature-length documentary about his life, Rebel
Music, won various awards at the Grammys. With contributions from
Rita, the Wailers, and Marley's lovers and children, it also tells
much of the story in his own words. In 2006, the State of New York
renamed a portion of Church Avenue from Remsen Avenue to East 98th
Street in the East Flatbush section of Brooklyn "Bob Marley
Boulevard".

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Booker T.
Washington

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Washington was born into
slavery to Jane, an enslaved African American woman on the
Burroughs Plantation in southwest Virginia. He knew little about
his white father a plantation owner. His family gained freedom in
1865 as the Civil War ended. Booker T. Washington was born April 5,
1856 in Hale‘s Ford Virginia.

 


Washington’s Occupation/Contribution to
Society:

Washington was an American
educator, orator, author and the dominant leader of the
African-American community nationwide from
the 1890s to his death.

 


Booker T.
Washington’s Personal Life:

After working in salt
furnaces and coal mines in West Virginia for several years,
Washington made his way east to Hampton Institute, established to
educate freedmen. There, he worked his way through his studies and
later attended Wayland Seminary to complete preparation as an
instructor. In 1881, Hampton president Samuel C. Armstrong
recommended Washington to become the first leader of Tuskegee
Institute, the new normal school (teachers' college) in Alabama. He
headed what became Tuskegee University for the rest of his life. As a young
man, he became head of the new Tuskegee Institute, and then a
teacher in the college for blacks. It became his base of
operations.

His "Atlanta Compromise"
of 1895 appealed to middle class whites across the South, asking
them to give blacks a chance to work and develop separately, while
implicitly promising not to demand the vote. White leaders across
the North, from politicians to industrialists, from philanthropists
to Churchman, enthusiastically endorsed Washington's program, as
did most middle class blacks across the country. A more militant
northern group, led by W.E.B. DuBois rejected Washington's self-help and demanded recourse to politics. The
critics were marginalized until the Civil Rights Movement of the
1960s, at which point more radical black leaders rejected
Washington's philosophy and demanded federal civil rights
laws.

 


Booker T.
Washington’s Death:

Booker T. Washington died November 14, 1915
at the young age of 59 in Tuskegee, Alabama.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Buffalo
Soldiers

 


 


Buffalo Soldiers
originally were members of the U.S. 10th Cavalry
Regiment of the United States Army, formed on September 21, 1866 at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. The nickname was given by the Native
American tribes they fought; the term eventually came to include
six units include the 9th Cavalry Regiment, 10th Cavalry Regiment,
24th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry Regiment, 27th Cavalry
Regiment, and the 28th Cavalry Regiment.

Although several
African-American regiments were raised during the Civil War to
fight alongside the Union Army, including the 54th Massachusetts
Volunteer Infantry and the many United States Colored Troops
Regiments, the "Buffalo Soldiers" were established by Congress as
the first peacetime all-black regiments in the regular U.S.
Army. During the American Civil War, the U.S. government formed regiments
known as the United States Colored Troops, composed of black
soldiers led by white officers.

After the war, Congress reorganized the Army
and authorized the formation of two regiments of black cavalry with
the designations 9th and 10th U.S. Cavalry, and four regiments of
black infantry, designated the 38th, 39th, 40th and 41st Infantry
Regiments, Colored. The 38th and 41st were reorganized as the 25th
Infantry Regiment, with headquarters in Jackson Barracks in New
Orleans, Louisiana, in November 1869. The 39th and 40th were
reorganized as the 24th Infantry Regiment, with headquarters at
Fort Clark, Texas, in April 1869. All of these units were composed
of black enlisted men commanded by white officers such as Benjamin
Grierson, Ranald S. Mackenzie and, occasionally, black officers
such as Henry O. Flipper.

From 1866 to the early
1890s, these regiments served at a variety of posts in the
Southwestern United States (Apache Wars) and
Great Plains regions. They participated in most of the military
campaigns in these areas and earned a distinguished record.
Thirteen enlisted men and six officers from these four regiments
earned the Medal of Honor during the Indian Wars. In addition to
the military campaigns, the "Buffalo Soldiers" served a variety of
roles along the frontier from building roads to escorting the U.S.
mail. On 17 April 1875, regimental headquarters for the 9th and
10th Cavalries were transferred to Fort Concho, Texas. Companies
actually arrived at Fort Concho in May 1873.

At various times from 1873
through 1885, Fort Concho housed 9th Cavalry companies A-F, K, and
M, 10th Cavalry companies A, D-G, I, L, and M, 24th Infantry
companies D-G, and K, and 25th Infantry companies G and K.
After the Indian Wars ended in the 1890s, the
regiments continued to serve and participated in the
Spanish-American War, including the Battle of San Juan
Hill, where five more Medals of Honor were earned. They took part
in the 1916 Mexican Expedition and in the Philippine-American
War.

A lesser known action was the 9th Cavalry's
participation in the fabled Johnson County War, an 1892 land war in
Johnson County, Wyoming between small farmers and large, wealthy
ranchers. It culminated in a lengthy shootout between local
farmers, a band of hired killers, and a sheriff's posse. The 6th
Cavalry was ordered in by President Benjamin Harrison to quell the
violence and capture the band of hired killers. Soon afterward,
however, the 9th Cavalry was specifically called on to replace the
6th. The 6th Cavalry was swaying under the local political and
social pressures and were unable to keep the peace in the tense
environment. The Buffalo Soldiers responded within about two weeks
from Nebraska, and moved the men to the rail town of Suggs,
Wyoming, creating "Camp Bettens" despite a racist and hostile local
population. One soldier was killed and two wounded in gun battles
with locals. Nevertheless, the 9th Cavalry remained in Wyoming for
nearly a year to quell tensions in the area.

Another little-known
contribution of the buffalo soldiers
involved eight troops of the 9th Cavalry Regiment and one company
of the 24th Infantry Regiment who served in California's Sierra
Nevada as some of the first national park rangers. In 1899, Buffalo
Soldiers from Company H, 24th Infantry Regiment briefly served in
Yosemite National Park, Sequoia National Park and General Grant,
Kings Canyon, National Parks.

U.S. Army regiments had been serving in
these national parks since 1891, but until 1899 the soldiers
serving were white. Beginning in 1899, and continuing in 1903 and
1904, African-American regiments served during the summer months in
the second and third oldest national parks in the United States,
Sequoia and Yosemite. Because these soldiers served before the
National Park Service was created (1916), they were "park rangers"
before the term was coined.

One particular Buffalo Soldier stands out in
history, Captain Charles Young who served with Troop "I", 9th
Cavalry Regiment in Sequoia National Park during the summer of
1903. Charles Young was the third African American to graduate from
the United States Military Academy. At the time of his death, he
was the highest ranking African American in the U.S. military. He
made history in Sequoia National Park in 1903 by becoming Acting
Military Superintendent of Sequoia and General Grant National
Parks.

Charles Young was also the first
African-American superintendent of a national park. During Young's
tenure in the park, he named a Giant Sequoia for Booker T.
Washington. Recently, another Giant Sequoia in Giant Forest was
named in Captain Young's honor. Some of Young's descendants were in
attendance at the ceremony.

 


Discrimination Against The
Buffalo Soldiers:

The "Buffalo Soldiers" were often confronted
with racial prejudice from other members of the U.S. Army.
Civilians in the areas where the soldiers were stationed
occasionally reacted to them with violence. Buffalo Soldiers were
attacked during racial disturbances in Rio Grande City, Texas in
1899, Brownsville, Texas in 1906, and in Houston, Texas in 1917.
The "Buffalo Soldiers" did not participate as organized units
during World War I, but experienced non-commissioned officers were
provided to other segregated black units for combat service such as
the 317th Engineer Battalion.

With colors flying and suspicion down, the
lead troops of the famous 9th Cavalry pass in review at the
regiment's new home in rebuilt Camp Funston. Ft. Riley, Kansas, May
1941. Early in the 20th century, the "Buffalo Soldiers" found
themselves being used more as laborers and service troops rather
than as active combat units. During World War II the 9th and 10th
Cavalry Regiments were disbanded, and the soldiers were moved into
service-oriented units, along with the entire 2nd Cavalry Division.
One of the infantry regiments, the 24th Infantry Regiment, served
in combat in the Pacific theater. Another was the 92nd Infantry
Division, aka the Buffalo Soldiers Division, which served in combat
during the Italian Campaign in the Mediterranean theater. Another
was the 93rd Infantry Division, including the 25th Infantry
Regiment, which served in the Pacific theater.

 


Buffalo Soldiers
Contribution to Society:

In Music

The song "Buffalo Soldier", co-written by
Bob Marley and King Sporty, first appeared on the 1983 album
Confrontation. Many Jamaicans, especially Rastafarians like Marley,
identified with the "Buffalo Soldiers" as an example of prominent
black men who performed with courage, honor and distinction in a
field that was dominated by whites, and persevered despite endemic
racism and prejudice.

The 1960 western film Sergeant Rutledge,
starring Woody Strode, tells the story of the trial of a
19th-century black Army non-commissioned officer falsely accused of
rape and murder. One of the characters narrates the history of the
term "buffalo soldier". On November 22, 1968, an episode of the
television series The High Chaparral titled "The Buffalo Soldiers",
starring Yaphet Kotto, paid tribute to the soldier's patriotic
spirit.

The 1970 television movie
Carter's Army, also known as the Black Brigade, starring Stephen
Boyd, Rosey Grier and Richard Pryor, depicted a black unit during
World War II, led by a white officer. The
1979 television movie Buffalo Soldiers,
starring Stan Shaw and John Beck, depicted African-American cavalry
soldiers and their actions in the West during the Indian Wars of
the late 19th century.

The 1997 television movie Buffalo Soldiers,
starring Danny Glover, drew attention to their role in the military
history of the United States. The 2001 film Buffalo Soldiers
attracted some attention. Based on a 1993 novel of the same name by
Robert O'Connor, the plot depicted (white) American soldiers
stationed in Germany during the Cold War who sold goods on the
black market. The 2006 History Channel special "Honor Deferred"
describe members of the Buffalo soldiers in WWII Italy. The film
Miracle at St. Anna, directed by Spike Lee, chronicles the Buffalo
Soldiers who served in the invasion of Italy. It is based on the
novel of the same name by James McBride. 2009 The film Inside
Buffalo, directed by Italian filmmaker Fred Kuwornu, chronicles the
Buffalo Soldiers who served in Italy. Contains interviews with the
veterans, included the Medal of Honor: Lt. Vernon Baker, interviews
with the Italian partisan who fought with them, and the
presidential speeches of President Barack Obama and Former
President Bill Clinton.

 


The Last Remaining Buffalo
Soldier:

On September 6,
2005, Mark Matthews, who was the oldest
living Buffalo Soldier, died at the age of 111. He was buried at
Arlington National Cemetery. Sources disagree on how the nickname
"Buffalo Soldiers" began. According to the Buffalo Soldiers
National Museum, the name originated with the Cheyenne warriors in
1867, the actual Cheyenne translation being "Wild Buffalo."
However, writer Walter Hill documented the account of Colonel
Benjamin Grierson, who founded the 10th Cavalry regiment, recalling
an 1871 campaign against the Comanche tribe. Hill attributed the
origin of the name to the Comanche due to Grierson's
assertions.

There is some controversy as to where the
name originated. Some sources assert that the nickname was given
out of respect for the fierce fighting ability of the 10th cavalry.
Other sources assert that Native Americans called the black cavalry
troops "buffalo soldiers" because of their dark curly hair, which
resembled a buffalo's coat. Still other sources point to a
combination of both legends. The term Buffalo Soldiers became a
generic term for all African-American soldiers. It is now used for
U.S. Army units that trace their direct lineage back to the 9th and
10th Cavalry, units whose bravery earned them an honored place in
U.S. history.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Carl Lewis

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Carl was born on July 1, 1961 in Birmingham Alabama,
the son of William and Evelyn Lewis.

 


Carl’s
Occupation:

Carl’s
full name is Frederick Carlton Lewis. Carl
is a retired American track and field athlete who won 10 Olympic
medals including 9 gold, and 10 World Championships medals, of
which 8 were gold, in a career that spanned from 1979 when he first
achieved a world ranking to 1996 when he last won an Olympic title
and subsequently retired. Lewis is now an actor and has appeared in
a number of films. Lewis was a dominant sprinter and long jumper
who topped the world rankings in the 100 m, 200 m and long jump
events frequently from 1981 to the early 1990s, was named Athlete
of the Year by Track and Field News in 1982, 1983 and 1984, and set
world records in the 100 m and 4 x 100 m relay. His world record in
the indoor long jump has stood since 1984 and his 65 consecutive
victories in the long jump achieved over a span of 10 years is one
of the sport’s longest undefeated
streaks.

His lifetime accomplishments have led to
numerous accolades, including being voted "Sportsman of the
Century" by the International Olympic Committee and being named
"Olympian of the Century" by the American sports magazine Sports
Illustrated. He also helped transform track and field from its
nominal amateur status to its current professional status, thus
enabling athletes to have more lucrative and longer-lasting
careers. In 2003 revelations of failed drug tests by Lewis before
the 1988 Seoul Olympics put the validity of his achievements into
question.

 


Carl’s
Athletic Career:

The couple ran a local
athletics club and this proved a crucial influence on both Carl and
his sister, Carol. At age 13, Lewis started to compete in the long
jump, and while attending Willingboro High School, he emerged as a
promising athlete. As a junior, he was one of the top long jumpers
in New Jersey, and by his senior year he was one of the top long
jumpers in the world. Lewis was initially coached by his father,
who coached other local athletes to elite status, including Tom
Farrell, a local runner and eventual Olympic medalist and
sub-4 minute miler. Many colleges tried to recruit Lewis, and
he chose to enroll at the University of Houston where Tom Tellez
was coach. Tellez would thereafter remain Lewis’ coach for his entire career. Days after graduating from high
school in 1979, Lewis broke the high school long jump record with a
leap of 8.13 m (26 ft 8 in).

Lewis immediately decided
to make a living off his athletic abilities, even though track and
field was nominally an amateur sport. Upon meeting Tellez for the
first time after arriving at the University of Houston in the fall
of 1979, Lewis said, “I want to be a millionaire and I
don’t ever want a real job.” At
year’s end, Lewis achieved his first
world ranking as tabulated by Track and Field News, an American
publication and self-described “Bible of the Sport.” He was 5th in
the world in the long jump.

Lewis qualified for the
American team for the 1980 Olympics in the long jump and as a
member of the 4 x 100 m relay team. Though his focus was on the
long jump, he was now starting to emerge as a sprint talent. The
Olympic boycott meant that Lewis did not compete in Moscow. At
year’s end, Lewis was ranked 6th in
the world in the long jump and 7th in the 100 m.

In 1981, Lewis started to
emerge as a dominant sprinter and long jumper. At the start of
1981, Lewis’ best legal long jump was his
high school record from 1979. On June 20, Lewis improved his
personal best by almost half a meter by leaping 8.62 m (28 ft 3 in)
at the TAC Championships while still a teenager. The jump made
Lewis the number two long jumper in history, behind only Bob
Beamon, and holder of the low-altitude record. While marks set at
the thinner air of high altitude are eligible for world records,
some purists feel that there is some “taint” to the assistance that
altitude gives to athletes. Lewis was determined to set his records
at sea level venues to avoid this “taint.” In response to a
question about him skipping a 1982 long jump competition at
altitude, he said, “I want the record and I plan to get it, but not
at altitude. I don’t want that ‘(A)’ [for altitude] after the mark.”
When he gained prominence in the early 1980s, all the extant
men’s sprint records and the long
jump record had been set at the high altitude of Mexico
City.

Also in 1981, Lewis became the fastest 100 m
sprinter in the world. His relatively modest best from 1979 (10.67
s) improved to a world-class 10.21 the next year. But 1981 saw him
run 10.00 s at the Southwest Conference Championships in Dallas on
May 16, a time that was the third-fastest in history and stood as
the low-altitude record. For the first time, Lewis was ranked
number one in the world, in both the 100 m and the long jump. He
won his first of six National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) titles for the University of Houston and won his first
national titles in the 100 m and long jump. Additionally, he won
the James E. Sullivan Award as the top amateur athlete in the
United States. His loss to Larry Myricks at the TAC Indoor
Championships in February would stand as his last loss in the long
jump for more than a decade.

Since it was rare for an
athlete to compete in and dominate both a track and a field event,
comparisons were made to Jesse Owens, who dominated sprint and long
jump events in the 1930s. In 1982, Lewis continued his dominance,
and for the first time, it seemed someone might challenge Bob
Beamon’s world record of 8.90 m in the
long jump set at the 1968 Olympics, a mark often described as one
of the greatest athletic achievements ever. Before Lewis, 28 feet
[8.53 m] had been exceeded on two occasions by two people: Beamon
and 1980 Olympic champion Lutz Dombrowski. During 1982, Lewis
cleared 8.53 m five times outdoors, twice more indoors, going as
far as 8.76 m (28 ft 9 in) at Indianapolis on July 24. He also ran
10.00 s in the 100 m, the world’s fastest time,
matching his low-altitude record from 1981.

He achieved his 10.00 s
clocking the same weekend he leapt 8.61 m twice, and the day he
recorded his new low-altitude record 8.76 m at Indianapolis, he had
three fouls with his toe barely over the board, two of which seemed
to exceed Beamon’s record, the third which several
observers said reached 30 ft. Some claim that Lewis should have
been credited with setting a world record that day as track
officials misinterpreted rules, declaring his fourth jump to be a
foul when it should have been measured. It was that jump that some
observers said exceeded 30 feet.

He repeated his number one ranking in the
100 m and long jump, and ranked number six in the 200 m.
Additionally, he was named Athlete of the Year by Track and Field
News. From 1981 until 1992, Lewis topped the 100 m ranking six
times (seven if Ben Johnson's 1987 top ranking is ignored), and
ranked no lower than third. His dominance in the long jump was even
greater, as he topped the rankings nine times during the same
period, and ranked second in the other years.

For the first time, the International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF), the governing body of
track and field, organized a World Championships, an event which
would prove to be one of the biggest sporting events of the year
worldwide. The championships boasted a then record number of
participating countries for a sporting event (154), more than even
the Olympics which had been plagued by politically motivated
boycotts in its two previous celebrations and which would suffer
another one in 1984.

At the World
Championships, Lewis’ chief rival in the long jump was
predicted to be the man who last beat him: Larry Myricks. But
though Myricks had joined Lewis in surpassing 28 feet [8.53 m] the
year before, he failed to qualify for the American team, and Lewis
won at Helsinki with relative ease. His winning leap of 8.55 m
defeated silver medalist Jason Grimes by 26 cm.

He also won the 100 m with
relative ease. There, Calvin Smith who had earlier that year set a
new world record in the 100 m at altitude with a 9.93 s
performance, was soundly beaten by Lewis 10.07 s to 10.21 s. Smith
won the 200 m title, an event which Lewis had not entered, but even
there he was partly in Lewis’ shadow as Lewis had set
an American record in that event earlier that year. He won the 200
m June 19 at the TAC/Mobil Championships in 19.75 s, the
second-fastest time in history and the low-altitude record, only
0.03 s behind Pietro Mennea’s 1979 mark. Observers
here noted that Lewis probably could have broken the world record
if he didn't ease off in the final metres to raise his arms in
celebration. Finally, Lewis ran the anchor in the 4 x 100 m relay,
winning in 37.86 s, a new world record and the first in
Lewis’ career.

Lewis’ year-best performances in the 100 m and long jump were not at
the World Championships, but at other meets. He became the first
person to run a sub-10 second 100 m at low-altitude with a 9.97 s
clocking at Modesto May 14. His gold at the World Championships and
his other fast times earned him the number one ranking in the world
that year, despite Calvin Smith’s world record.
At the TAC Championships on June 19, he set a new low-altitude
record in the long jump, 8.79 m, and earned the world number one
ranking in that event. He was ranked number two in the 200 m
despite his low-altitude record of 19.75 s, as Smith had won gold
at Helsinki and titles won usually outweigh marks set for the
rankers at Track and Field News. Lewis was again named Athlete of
the Year again by the magazine.

Lewis was one of the
biggest sporting celebrities in the world by the start of 1984, but
owing to track and field’s relatively low profile
in America, Lewis was not nearly as well known there. The 1984
Olympic games in Los Angeles would make Lewis a household name in
America. Lewis and agent Joe Douglas, founder and manager of the
Santa Monica Track Club of which Lewis was a member, frequently
discussed his wish to match Jesse Owens' feat of winning four gold
medals at a single Olympic Games and to “cash in” afterward with
the lucrative endorsement deals which surely would follow. As it
turned out, his first goal would prove to be far easier
accomplished than his latter goal, at least in America. Lewis
started his quest to match Owens with a convincing win in the 100
m, running 9.99 s to handily defeat his nearest competitor, fellow
American Sam Graddy, by .20 s.

In his next event, the long jump, Lewis won
with relative ease. But his approach to winning this event stoked
controversy, even as knowledgeable observers agreed his approach
was the correct one. Since Lewis still had heats and finals in the
200 m and the 4 x 100 m relay to compete in, he chose to take as
few jumps as necessary to win the event. He risked injury in the
cool conditions of the day if he over-extended himself, and his
ultimate goal to win four gold might be at risk.

His first jump at 8.54 m
was, he knew, sufficient to win the event. He took one more jump, a
foul, then passed his remaining four allotted jumps. He handily won
gold, as silver medalist Gary Honey of Australia's best jump was
8.24 m. But the public was generally unaware of the intricacies of
the sport and had been repeatedly told by the media of
Lewis’ quest to surpass Bob
Beamon’s legendary long jump record of
8.90 m. Lewis himself had often stated it was a goal of his to
surpass the mark. A television ad with Beamon appeared before the
final, featuring the record-holder saying, “I hope you make it,
kid.” So, when Lewis decided not to make any more attempts to try
to break the record, he was roundly booed. When asked about those
boos, Lewis said, "I was shocked at first. But after I thought
about it, I realized that they were booing because they wanted to
see more of Carl Lewis, I guess that's flattering." His third gold
medal came in the 200 m, where he again won handily in a time of
19.80 s, a new Olympic record. And finally, he won his fourth gold
when the 4 x 100 m relay team he anchored finished in a time of
37.83 s, a new world record eclipsing the record he helped set the
year before at the World Championships.

Lewis had achieved what he
had set out to do. He had matched Jesse Owens’ legendary feat of winning four gold medals at the 1936
Olympics, and he had done so with relative ease. However, Lewis had
also expected to win lucrative endorsement deals, but few if any
were forthcoming in America. The long jump controversy was one
reason. And, Lewis’ self-congratulatory conduct did
not impress several other track stars. "He rubs it in too much,"
said Edwin Moses, twice Olympic gold medalist in the 400 m hurdles.
" A little humility is in order. That's what Carl lacks." Further,
Lewis’ agent Joe Douglas compared him
to pop star Michael Jackson, a comparison which did not go over
well. Douglas said he was inaccurately quoted, but the impression
that Lewis was aloof and egotistical was firmly planted in the
public’s perception by the end of the
1984 Olympic games.

Additionally, rumors that
Lewis was a homosexual circulated, and though Lewis denied the
rumors, it probably hurt his marketability as well.
Lewis’ look at the Games, with a
flat-top haircut and flamboyant clothing, added fuel to the
reports. "It doesn't matter what Carl Lewis' sexuality is," high
jumper Dwight Stones said. "Madison Avenue perceives him as
homosexual." Coke had offered a lucrative deal to Lewis before the
Olympics, an offer Lewis and Douglas turned down, confident
he’d be worth more after the
Olympics. But Coke rescinded the offer after the Games. Nike had
Lewis under contract for several years already, despite questions
about how it affected his amateur status, and he was appearing on
Nike television ads, in print and on billboards. After the Games
and faced with Lewis’ new negative image, Nike dropped
him. "If you're a male athlete, I think the American public wants
you to look macho," said Don Coleman, a Nike representative. "They
started looking for ways to get rid of me," Lewis said. "Everyone
there was so scared and so cynical they didn't know what to do."
Lewis himself would lay the blame on some inaccurate reporting,
especially the “Carl bashing,” as he put it, typified by a Sports
Illustrated article before the Olympics.

At year’s
end, Lewis was again awarded the top ranks in the 100 m and the
long jump and was additionally ranked number one in the 200 m. And
for the third year in a row, he was awarded the Athlete of the Year
title by Track and Field News. Carl Lewis was drafted in the 10th
round of the 1984 NBA Draft by the Chicago Bulls, the draft where
the Bulls selected Michael Jordan with the number 3 pick. He never
played a game in the NBA. He was also drafted in the 12th round of
the 1984 NFL Draft by the Dallas Cowboys as a wide receiver, he was
never signed.

After the Los Angeles
Olympics, Lewis continued to dominate track and field, especially
in the long jump, an event he would not lose at for seven more
years, but others started to challenge his dominance in the 100 m
sprint. His low-altitude record had been surpassed by fellow
American Mel Lattany with a time of 9.96 s shortly before the 1984
Olympics, but his biggest challenger would prove to be Canadian Ben
Johnson, the bronze medalist behind Lewis at the 1984 Olympics.
Johnson would beat Lewis once in 1985, but Lewis also lost to
others, while winning most of his races. Lewis retained his number
one rank that year, Johnson would place second. In 1986, Johnson
defeated Lewis convincingly at the Goodwill Games in Moscow,
clocking a new low-altitude record of 9.95 s. At
year’s end, Johnson was ranked number
one, while Lewis slipped to number three having lost more races
than he won. He even seemed vulnerable in the long jump, an event
he didn’t lose in 1986, or the year
before, though he competed sparingly. Lewis ended up ranked second
behind Soviet Robert Emmiyan, who had the longest legal jump of the
year at 8.61 m.

The 1987 World
Championships in Athletics in Rome saw Lewis regain the form he had
in 1984, though he lost the biggest race of the year to Johnson. To
focus on his strongest event, the long jump, Lewis skipped the 200
m and made sure to take all his attempts. This was not to answer
critics from the 1984 long jump controversy; this was because
history’s second 29 ft long-jumper was in
the field. Robert Emmiyan had leaped 8.86 m (29 ft 1 in) at
altitude in May, just 4 cm short of Bob Beamon’s
record. But Emmiyan's best was 8.53 m leap that day, second to
Lewis' 8.67 m.

Lewis cleared 8.60 m four times. In the 4 x
100 m relay, Lewis anchored the gold-medal team to time of 37.90 s,
the third-fastest of all time. The event which was most talked
about and which caused the most drama was the 100 m final. Johnson
had run under 10.00 s three times that year before Rome, while
Lewis had not managed to get under the 10.00 s barrier at all. But
Lewis looked strong in the heats of the 100 m, setting a
Championship record in the semi-final while running into a wind
with a 10.03 s effort. In the final, however, Johnson won with a
time which stunned observers: 9.83 s, a new world record. Lewis,
second with 9.93 s, had tied the existing world record, but that
was insufficient.

While Johnson basked in
the glory of his achievement, Lewis started to explain away his
defeat. He first claimed that Johnson had false-started, then he
alluded to a stomach virus which had weakened him, and finally,
without naming names, said “There are a lot of people coming out of
nowhere. I don’t think they are doing it without
drugs.” He added, “I could run 9.8 or faster in the 100 if I could
jump into drugs right away.” This was the start of
Lewis’ calling on the sport of track
and field to be cleaned up in terms of the illegal use of
performance-enhancing drugs. Cynics noted that the problem had been
in the sport for many years, and it only become a cause for Lewis
once he was actually defeated. In response to the accusations,
Johnson replied "When Carl Lewis was winning everything, I never
said a word against him. And when the next guy comes along and
beats me, I won’t complain about that
either".

Lewis not only lost the most publicized
showdown in track and field in 1987, he also lost his father. When
William McKinley Lewis Jr. died, Lewis placed the gold medal he won
for the 100 m in 1984 in his hand to be buried with him. "Don't
worry,” he told his mother. “I'll get another one.” Lewis
repeatedly referred to his father as a motivating factor for the
1988 season. “A lot happened to me last year, especially the death
of my father. That caused me to re-educate myself to being the very
best I possibly can be this season,” he said, after defeating
Johnson in Zürich August 17. The defeat of Johnson shortly before
the Olympics was part of a year-long grudge match between the two
athletes.

The Johnson camp had
angrily defended their star against Lewis' drug accusations, but
they also scrambled to prepare Johnson after he suffered a
hamstring injury during the indoor season. When Lewis defeated
Johnson in their first meeting since Rome’s World
Championships, the drama for the Olympics only heightened. Lewis
had run 9.93 s, the same time he ran when finishing second to
Johnson the previous year. Johnson ran 10.00 s, indicating he was
recovering from his injury, but not answering the question whether
he’d be ready for the Olympic final
a bit more than a month away.

The 100 m final at the
1988 Olympics was one of the most-hyped sports stories of the year;
its dramatic outcome would rank as one of the top sports stories of
the century, according to some. Johnson won in 9.79 s, a new world
record, while Lewis set a new American record with 9.92 s. Three
days later, Johnson tested positive for steroids, his medal was
taken away and Lewis was awarded gold and credited with a new
Olympic record. In the long jump, Robert Emmiyan withdrew from the
competition citing an injury, and Lewis’ main
challengers were rising American long jump star Mike Powell and
long-time rival Larry Myricks. Lewis leapt 8.72 m, a low-altitude
Olympic best, and none of his competitors could match it. The
Americans swept the medals in the event for the first time in 84
years. In the 200 m, Lewis dipped under his Olympic record from
1984, running 19.79 s, but did so in second place to Joe DeLoach,
who claimed the new record and Olympic gold in 19.75 s. [ibid, p.
13] In the final event he entered, the 4 x 100 m relay, Lewis never
made it to the track as the Americans fumbled an exchange in a heat
and were disqualified.

A subsequent honor would follow, Lewis
eventually was credited with the 100 m world record for the 9.92 s
he ran in Seoul. Though his 9.79 s time was disqualified, Johnson's
world record from the 1987 World Championships still stood until he
admitted to long-term steroid use while under oath during a 1989
inquiry, after that he was stripped of his gold medal and world
record from that 1987 performance and Lewis was deemed the world
record holder for his 1988 Olympic performance. Lewis was also
deemed to have tied the then existing world record (9.93 s) for his
1987 World Championship performance, and again at the Zürich meet
where he defeated Johnson. From January 1, 1990, Lewis was the
world record holder in the 100 m. The record did not last long, as
fellow American Leroy Burrell ran 9.90 s on June 14, 1991 to break
Lewis' mark. Lewis also lost his ranking as number one sprinter in
1989 and 1990 though still remaining undefeated in the long
jump.

Tokyo was the venue for the 1991 World
Championships. In the 100 m final, Lewis faced the two men who
ranked number one in the world the past two years, Burrell and
Jamaican Raymond Stewart. In what would be the deepest 100 meter
race ever to that time, with six men finishing in under ten
seconds, Lewis not only defeated his opponents, he reclaimed the
world record with a clocking of 9.86 s. Though previously a
world-record holder in this event, this was the first time he had
crossed the line with “WR” beside his name on the giant television
screens, and the first time he could savor his achievement at the
moment it occurred. He could be seen with tears in his eyes
afterwards. "The best race of my life," Lewis said.

"The best technique, the fastest. And I did
it at thirty.". Lewis' world record stood for nearly three years,
when it was finally broken by Leroy Burrell in July 1994, and to
this day only nine people recorded a faster time without wind-aid
in the 100m distance. Lewis additionally anchored the 4 x100 m
relay team to another world record, 37.50 s, the third time that
year he had anchored a 4 x 100 m squad to a world record. The 1991
World Championships are perhaps best remembered for the long jump
final, considered by some to have been one of greatest competitions
ever in any sport.

Lewis was up against his
main rival of the last few years, Mike Powell, the silver medalist
in the event from the 1988 Olympics and the top-ranked long jumper
of 1990. Lewis had at that point not lost a long jump competition
in a decade, winning 65 consecutive meets. Powell had been unable
to defeat Lewis, despite sometimes putting in jumps near
world-record territory, only to see them ruled fouls. Or, as with
other competitors such as Larry Myricks, putting in leaps which
Lewis himself had only rarely surpassed, only to see Lewis surpass
them on his next or final attempt. Lewis's first jump was 8.68 m, a
World Championship record, and a mark bested by only three others
beside Lewis all-time. Powell, jumping first, had faltered in the
first round, but jumped 8.54 m to claim second place in the second
round. Myricks was also in the competition, but he
didn’t challenge the
leaders.

Lewis jumped 8.83 m (28-11½), a wind-aided
leap, in the third round, a mark which would have won every long
jump competition in history save two. Powell responded with a long
foul, estimated to be around 8.80 m. Lewis' next jump made history,
the first leap ever beyond Bob Beamon's record. The wind gauge
indicated that it was a wind-aided jump, so it could not be
considered a record, but it would still count in the competition.
8.91 m (29-2¾) was the greatest leap ever under all conditions. In
the fifth round, Powell responded in kind.

This time, his jump was not a foul, and with
a wind gauge measurement of 0.3 m/s, well within the legal
allowable for a record. His jump was measured as 8.95 m (29-4½), a
new world record, eclipsing the 23-year-old mark set by Bob Beamon.
Lewis still had two jumps left, though he was now no longer chasing
Beamon, but Powell. He leaped 8.87 m (29-1¼), which was a new
personal best under legal wind conditions, and a final jump of 8.84
m (29-0). He thus lost his first long jump competition in a decade.
Powell's 8.95 m and Lewis' final two jumps still stand as of August
2008 as the top three low-altitude jumps ever.

Lewis’ reaction to what was one of the greatest competitions ever in
the sport was to offer only grudging acknowledgment of the
achievement of Powell. "He just did it," Lewis said of Powell's
winning jump. "It was that close, and it was the best of his life,
and he may never do it again." Powell did jump as far or farther on
two subsequent occasions, though both were wind-aided jumps at
altitude: 8.99 m in 1992 and 8.95 m in 1994. Lewis' best subsequent
results were two wind-aided leaps at 8.72 m, and a 8.68 m under
legal conditions while in the qualifying rounds at the Barcelona
Olympics.

In reference to his
efforts at the 1991 World Championships, Lewis said, “This has been
the greatest meet that I’ve ever had.” Track and
Field News was prepared to go even further than that, suggesting
that after these Championships, “It had become hard to argue that
he is not the greatest athlete ever to set foot on track or field.”
Lewis credits his outstanding 1991 results in part to the vegan
diet he adopted in 1990.

Lewis' 1991 outstanding results earned him
the ABC's Wide World of Sports Athlete of the Year, an award he
shared with gymnastics star Kim Zmeskal.

After the heights reached in 1991, Lewis
started to lose his dominance in both the sprints and the long
jump. Though he anchored a world record 1:19.11 in the rarely run 4
x 200 m relay with the Santa Monica Track Club early in 1992, he
failed to qualify for the Olympic team in the 100 m or 200 m. In
the latter race, he finished fourth at the Olympic trials behind
rising star Michael Johnson who set a personal best of 19.79 s. It
was the first time the two had ever met on the track. Lewis did,
however, qualify for the long jump, finishing second behind Powell,
and was eligible for the 4 x 100 m relay team.

At the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona, Lewis
jumped 8.67 m in the first round of the long jump, beating Powell
who did a final-round 8.64 m. In the 4 x 100 m relay, Lewis
anchored another world record, in 37.40 s, a time which stood for
16 years. He covered the final leg in 8.85 seconds, the fastest
officially recorded anchor leg ever until surpassed by Asafa Powell
in 2007 with 8.84. Lewis competed at the 4th World Championships in
Stuttgart in 1993, but finished fourth in the 100 m, and did not
compete in the long jump. He did, however, earn his first World
Championship medal in the 200 m, a bronze with his 19.99 s
performance. That medal would prove to be his final Olympic or
World Championship medal in a running event. Injuries kept Lewis
largely sidelined for next few years, then he made a comeback for
the 1996 season.

Lewis qualified for
American Olympic team for the fifth time in the long jump, the only
time an American man has done so. And though he finished eighth in
the 100 m final at the Olympic Trials, because he was on the
Olympic team he could be considered for the relay team. At the 1996
Atlanta Olympics, injuries to world-record holder Powell and the
leading long-jumper in the world, Iván Pedroso, affected their
performances. Lewis, on the other hand, was in good form. Though he
did not match past performances, his third-round leap of 8.50 m won
gold by 21 cm over second-place James Beckford of Jamaica. He
thus became one of only three Olympians to win the same individual
event four times, joining Danish sailor Paul Bert Elvstrøm, and
discus thrower Al Oerter of the United States. Additionally,
Lewis’ ninth gold medal tied him for
first on the list of Olympic gold medalists with Paavo Nurmi,
Larissa Latynina and Mark Spitz, American swimmer Michael Phelps
has since won more gold medals.

Controversy struck when as
Track and Field News put it, “Lewis’ pissy attitude
in the whole relay hoo-hah a few days later served only to take the
luster off his final gold.” After Lewis’ unexpected
long jump gold, it was noted by observers that he could become the
athlete with the most Olympic gold medals if he entered the 4 x 100
m relay team. Any member of the American Olympic
men’s track team could be used, even
if he never ran the event. Lewis said, “If they asked me,
I’d run it in a second. But they
haven’t asked me to run it.” He further
suggested on Larry King Live that viewers phone the United States
Olympic Committee to weigh in on the situation. Lewis had skipped
the mandatory relay training camp and demanded to run the anchor
leg, which added to the debate.

The final decision was to
not add Lewis to the team. Olympic team coach Erv Hunt said, “The
basis of their opinion was ‘We want to run, we
worked our butts off and we deserve to be here.’ The
American relay team finished second to Canada, the first time an
American 4 x 100 m men’s relay team was
defeated in an Olympic final, if the 1960 Rome Olympics
disqualification is not counted. Since the Canadian team was
anchored by Donovan Bailey, who days earlier set a world record in
the 100 m, and the Canadians ran the fastest time ever recorded in
America, some observers felt the result would not have been any
different with Lewis on the team. “Amid the American hype, Canada
was indeed being overlooked, despite having Worlds silver medalist
Bruny Surin to back up the new WR holder Bailey,” said Track and
Field News. But the controversy undoubtedly distracted the
team.

Lewis retired from the sport in 1997. In
1999, he was voted "Sportsman of the Century" by the International
Olympic Committee, elected "World Athlete of the Century" by the
International Association of Athletics Federations and named
"Olympian of the Century" by the American sports magazine Sports
Illustrated. In 2000 his alma mater University of Houston made
Lewis a university namesake, as they named the Carl Lewis
International Complex after him.

In 2003, Dr. Wade Exum, the United States
Olympic Committee's director of drug control administration from
1991 to 2000, gave copies of documents to Sports Illustrated which
revealed that some 100 American athletes who failed drug tests and
should have been prevented from competing in the Olympics were
nevertheless cleared to compete. Among those athletes was Carl
Lewis. It was revealed that Lewis tested positive three times
before the 1988 Olympics for pseudo ephedrine, ephedrine, and
phenylpropanolamine, banned stimulants and bronchodilators also
found in cold medication, and had been banned from the Seoul
Olympics and from competition for six months. The USOC accepted his
claim of inadvertent use and overturned the decision. Fellow Santa
Monica Track Club teammates Joe DeLoach and Floyd Heard were also
found to have the same banned stimulants in their systems, and were
cleared to compete for the same reason.

The positive results occurred at the Olympic
Trials in July 1988 where athletes were required to declare on the
drug-testing forms "over-the-counter medication, prescription drugs
and any other substances you have taken by mouth, injection or by
suppository."

"Carl did nothing wrong. There was never
intent. He was never told, you violated the rules," said Martin D.
Singer, Lewis' lawyer, who also said that Lewis had inadvertently
taken the banned stimulants in an over-the-counter herbal remedy.
"The only thing I can say is I think it's unfortunate what Wade
Exum is trying to do," said Lewis. "I don't know what people are
trying to make out of nothing because everyone was treated the
same, so what are we talking about? I don't get it."

The World Anti-Doping Agency's chairman,
Dick Pound, dismissed the defense of "no intent", saying that in
some instances an "automatic forgiveness" was given to athletes by
the US officials. Dick Pound commented that "It's got to be pretty
embarrassing to the USOC, to have their secretary-general writing
in the letter, where he advises an athlete of a positive A sample,
'I have to send you this, but we already decided this was
inadvertent.' That whole process turned into a joke." Former
athletes and officials came out against the USOC cover-up. "For so
many years I lived it. I knew this was going on, but there's
absolutely nothing you can do as an athlete. You have to believe
governing bodies are doing what they are supposed to do. And it is
obvious they did not", said former American sprint queen and 1984
Olympic champion, Evelyn Ashford.

 


Carl’s
Best Times:

100 m: 9.86 s (1991)

200 m: 19.75 s (1983)

Long jump: 8.87 m (29 ft 1¼ in) 1991, w 8.91
m (29 ft 2¾ in) 1991

4x100 m relay: 37.40 s (United States -
Marsh; Burrell; Mitchell; Lewis - 1992

4x200 m relay: 1:18.68 min (Santa Monica
Track Club - Marsh; Burrell; Heard; Lewis - 1994; current world
record)

 


Carl’s
Hollywood Career:

Lewis has appeared in numerous films and
television productions. Among them, he played himself in cameos in
Perfect Strangers and Speed Zone!, and was also seen in Material
Girls.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


Carl Weathers

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Weathers was born on January 14, 1948 in New
Orleans, Louisiana.

 


Carl’s
Occupation:

Weathers is an American actor, as well as
former professional football player in the United States and
Canada. He is well known for playing Apollo Creed in the Rocky
series of films, as well as his role as Dillon in the first
Predator movie.

 


Carl’s Life Story:

Weathers graduated from St. Augustine High
School and then went to San Diego State University. Outside of
acting, he is a member of both Big Brothers and the United States
Olympic Committee. In April 2007, he married Jennifer Peterson, a
documentary filmmaker. Weathers played football both collegially
and professionally as a linebacker. He started his college career
in 1966 at Long Beach City College. He then transferred and played
for San Diego State University. This led to a brief professional
career with the Oakland Raiders, where he played 7 games in 1970
and one game in 1971. He joined the British Columbia Lions of the
Canadian Football League in 1971 and played until 1973, 18 games in
total. He retired in 1974 to become an actor.

In his football career, he played for
hall-of-fame coaches Don Coryell at San Diego State and John Madden
with the Oakland Raiders.

Weathers had his first parts in two Arthur
Marks directed 1970s blaxploitation films: Bucktown and Friday
Foster, both in 1975. Weathers also appeared in an episode on the
70's sitcom Good Times as an angry husband who suspected his wife
of cheating on him with J.J. Ironically, though his character was
presumably supposed to be older, Carl is actually one year younger
than Jimmie Walker. He noted that this was not the first time he
worked with Arthur Marks; they had known each other since they were
young.

In 1976, he starred alongside Sylvester
Stallone in Rocky as Apollo Creed, a role he would reprise in the
next three Rocky films in 1979, 1982, and 1985. For the most recent
film in the Rocky series, Rocky Balboa, Sylvester Stallone asked
Weathers, Mr. T, and Dolph Lundgren for permission to use footage
from their appearances in the earlier Rocky movies. Mr. T and Dolph
Lundgren acquiesced, but Weathers wanted an actual part in the
movie, even though his character died in Rocky IV.

Stallone refused and Weathers decided not to
allow Stallone to use his image for Rocky flashbacks from the
previous movies. They instead used new footage of a fighter who
looks similar to Weathers. In 1978, Carl portrayed misogynist Vince
Sullivan in the TV movie, Not This Time. Weathers also starred in a
number of action films for the small and big screen, including:
Force 10 from Navarone (1978), Predator (1987), Action Jackson
(1988), and Hurricane Smith (1992), and is briefly seen as an Army
MP in one of the three released versions of Close Encounters of the
Third Kind. As a member of the cast of Predator, Weathers worked
with future California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and future
Minnesota governor Jesse Ventura. Many years later he appeared in a
spoof segment on Saturday Night Live, announcing that he was
running for political office and urging viewers to vote for him on
the basis that "he was the black guy in Predator". He also appeared
in Michael Jackson's "Liberian Girl" music video, and played Chubbs
in Happy Gilmore, teaching Happy how to play golf.

During the final season of In the Heat of
the Night, his character of Hampton Forbes replaced Bill Gillespie
at the chief of the Sparta, Mississippi police. He continued that
role in the television movies based on the series. Another noted TV
role was on the cop show Street Justice where he played Sgt. Adam
Beaudreaux. He also played as MACV-SOG Colonel Brewster in the CBS
series Tour of Duty.

In 2004, Weathers received a career revival
as a comedic actor beginning with appearances in 3 episodes of the
comedy series Arrested Development as a cheapskate caricature of
himself, who serves as Tobias Fünke's acting coach. He was then
cast in the comedies The Sasquatch Gang and The Comebacks. Weathers
had a guest role in two episodes of The Shield as the former
training officer of main character Vic Mackey. Weathers provided
the voice for Colonel Samuel Garret in the Pandemic Studios video
game, Mercenaries: Playground of Destruction. In 2005, he was a
narrator on Conquest! The Price Of Victory - Witness The Journey of
the Trojans!, an 18-part television show about USC athletics.

Weathers is a principal of Red Tight Media,
a film and video production company that specializes in tactical
training films made for the United States armed forces. He also
appeared in one episode of ER as the father of an injured boxer
during their 2008 finale season. He is currently acting as "Brian
"Gebo" Fitzgerald" in advertising for Old Spice's sponsorship of
NASCAR driver Tony Stewart.

He also appears in an ongoing series of
web-only advertisements for Credit Union of Washington, dispensing
flowers and the advice that "change is beautiful" to
puzzled-looking bystanders.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


King Cetshwayo
kaMpande

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Cetshwayo kaMpande was born in 1826. No one
knows for sure the exact date of his birth.

 


Cetshwayo’s Occupation:

Cetshwayo was the king of the Zulu nation
from 1872 to 1879 and their leader during the Zulu War. His name
has also been transliterated as Cetawayo, Cetewayo, Cetywajo and
Ketchwayo.

 


Cetshwayo’s Early Life:

Cetshwayo was born a son of Zulu king
Mpande, who was a half-brother of Zulu king Shaka. In 1856 he
defeated and killed in battle his younger brother Mbuyazi, Mpande's
favorite, and became the effective ruler of the Zulu people.
However, he did not really ascend to the throne because his father
was still alive. His brother Umtonga was still a potential rival
and he knew it. In 1861 Umtonga fled to the Boers' side of the
border and Cetshwayo had to make deals with the Boers to get him
back. In 1865 Umtonga did the same thing and apparently made
Cetshwayo think that Umtonga could try to replace him the way his
father had replaced his predecessor Dingane.

Tiny souvenir badge given
to visitors by King Cetshwayo during his exile when Mpande died in
1873 and Cetshwayo became king on September 1st. Theophilus Shepstone, present at Cetshwayo's coronation,
turned on the Zulus as he felt he was underminded by Cetshwayo's
skillful negotiating for land area compromised by encroaching
Boers. As was customary he created a new capital for the nation and
called it Ulundi, the high place. He expanded his army and
readopted many methods of Shaka. He also equipped his impis, or
soldiers, with muskets. He banished European missionaries from his
land. He might have incited other native African peoples to rebel
against Boers in Transvaal.

In 1878 Sir Henry Bartle Frere, British
Commissioner for South Africa, began to demand reparations for
border infractions. They mainly angered Cetshwayo who kept his calm
until Frere demanded that he should effectively disband his army.
His refusal led to the Zulu War in 1879. After initial defeats,
such as the Battle of Isandlwana, the British eventually began to
gain victories. After Cetshwayo's capital Ulundi was captured and
torched on 4 July he was deposed and exiled to London, returning
only in 1883.

From 1881, his cause had
been taken up by Lady Florence Dixie, correspondent of the London
Morning Post, who wrote articles and books in his support. By 1882
differences between two Zulu factions pro Cetshwayo uSuthus, and
three rival chiefs UZibhebhu – had erupted into a
blood feuds and civil war. In 1883, the British tried to restore
Cetshwayo to rule at least part of his previous territory but the
attempt failed. Chief UZibhebhu started a war contesting the
succession with the aid of Boer cavalry mercenaries, and on 22 July
1883 he attacked Cetshwayo's new kraal in Ulundi. Cetshwayo was
wounded but escaped to Nkandla, KwaZulu-Natal forest. After pleas
from the Resident Commissioner, Sir Melmoth Osborne, the king moved
to Eshowe, where he died a few months later, presumably from a
heart attack, though possibly poisoned. His body was buried within
sight of the forest, to the south near Nkunzane River. The remains
of the wagon which carried his corpse to the site was placed on the
grave, and its remains may be seen at Ondini Museum, near
Ulundi.

 


 


King Cetshwayo
kaMpande’s Death:

He died on February
8th 1884 as the last
king of an independent Zulu nation. Cetshwayo's son Dinizulu, as
heir to the throne, was proclaimed king on 20 May 1884, supported
by other Boer mercenaries.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Channing E.
Phillips

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Channing was born in Brooklyn on March 23,
1928 to a Baptist minister.

 


Channing’s Occupation:

Phillips was an American minister, civil
rights leader and social activist, who made history as the first
African American placed in nomination for President of the United
States by a major political party.

 


Channing’s Life Story:

Phillips was a founding member of Coalition
of Conscience, a conglomeration of local organizations working to
alleviate social problems inWashington, D.C. In 1968 he headed
Robert F. Kennedy's presidential campaign in D.C. He led the
delegation from the District of Columbia to the 1968 Democratic
National Convention. Members of the District's Delegation were
originally pledged to Robert F. Kennedy. Following Senator
Kennedy's death, the delegation voted to nominate Rev. Phillips as
a favorite son instead. He received 68 votes, behind Hubert
Humphrey, Eugene McCarthy and George McGovern. By some accounts,
this makes Rev. Phillips the first black person ever so nominated
at a major party convention.

He was without question the first
African-American to receive votes for the presidential nomination
at a Democratic National Convention. Frederick Douglass received
votes for president at the 1888 Republican National Convention, but
it does not appear from the official record that his name was
actually put into nomination. Phillips said that his candidacy was
meant to show that "the Negro vote must not be taken for granted."
At the time of his candidacy, Phillips was a president of the
Housing Development Corporation, a Government-backed housing
venture in the federal capital. In 1971 he ran to become the first
congressional delegate to the United States House of
Representatives from D.C., but lost the Democratic primary to
Walter E. Fauntroy.

 


Channing’s Death:

An advocate of full home-rule status for
D.C., Phillips later moved back to New York City, where he died at
age 59 on November 11, 1987 . He was survived by his wife, Jane,
two sons: Channing D., of Washington, and John E., and three
daughters, Sheilah P. Peterson, Tracy J. Phillips and Jill C.
Phillips.

 


Obtained from Wikipedia.com

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Dr Charles DeWitt
Watts

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Charles was born on Sep. 21, 1917 in Fulton
County, Atlanta Georgia.

 


Dewitt’s
Occupation:

Charles was
North Carolina's First African American Surgeon.
In 1943, he earned his medical degree from Howard University
College of Medicine, becoming the first board-certified black
surgeon in North Carolina.

 


Dewitt’s
Career Story:

Charles completed his surgical residency in
1948 at Freedman's Hospital in Washington, D.C. In 1950, he opened
a private practice in general surgery in Durham, North Carolina and
spent his life working to provide medical services to the poor and
underserved. As a member of the National Academy of Science's
Institute of Medicine, the American College of Surgeons and an
active participant in the National Medical Association, he broke
racial barriers when he pushed for certification for black

medical students from all over America. He
became chief of surgery at Lincoln Hospital and played a key role
in founding the Lincoln Community Health Center, a clinic that
serves people regardless of their ability to pay. He was adjunct
clinical professor of surgery at Duke and director of student
health at N.C. Central University. He was also vice president and
medical director for N.C. Mutual Life Insurance Co. In 2002, Duke
Medical School created the Charles Watts Travel Award, which funds
student and faculty travel to study culturally specific medical
issues.

 


Dewitt’s
Death:

Charles died on Jul 12,
2004 in Durham County North Carolina. He’s buried in
the Beechwood Cemetery in Durham North Carolina.

 


 


 


 


 


 


Charles R. Drew

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Dr. Charles Drew was born
on June 3, 1904 to Richard W. Drew and
Nora Burrell in Washington D.C.

 


Dr.
Drew’s Childhood:

He attended Meads Mill
Elementary School, and began working as a paperboy selling copies
of the Washington Times Herald while attending school. In 1918, he
enrolled at Dunbar High School, a racially segregated high school
with a reputation for being one of the strongest Black public
schools in the country. He also was an athlete, which won him a
partial scholarship to Amherst College, Massachusetts.
Drew’s sister, Elsie who was ailing
with tuberculosis, died of pandemic influenza in 1920, and is said
to have influenced him to study medicine.

 


Dr.
Drew’s Occupation:

Charles Richard Drew was
an American physician and medical researcher. He researched in the
field of blood transfusions, developing improved techniques for
blood storage, and applied his expert knowledge in developing large
scale blood banks early in World War II, saving thousands of allied
lives. He protested against the practice of racial segregation in
the donation of blood from donors of different races since it
lacked scientific foundation. In 1943, Drew's distinction in his
profession was recognized when he became the first black surgeon to
serve as an examiner on the American Board of Surgery. In late
1940, just after earning his doctoral thesis, Drew was called upon
by John Scudder to help set up and administer an early prototype
program for collecting, testing, and distributing blood plasma in
Britain. Drew went to New York to direct America’s
Blood for Britain project. The Blood for Britain project was a
project to aid British soldiers and civilians by giving blood to
Britain. He provided a central location for the blood collection
process, and uncrowded hospital’s donors could
go there to give blood. He also made sure all blood plasma was
tested before it was shipped out. He also oversaw that only skilled
personnel would be able to handle blood plasma to avoid the
possibility of contamination. The Blood for Britain program
operated successfully for 5 months, with total collections of
almost 15,000 people donating blood, and with over 5,600 gallons of
blood plasma. As a result, the Blood Transfusion Betterment
Association applauded Drew for his fine work.

 


In Dr.
Drew’s Honor:

A persistent urban legend holds that Drew
was denied care by a nearby hospital because of his race, and bled
to death. This is denied by one of the other black doctors with
whom he was traveling, who stated: "We all received the very best
of care. The doctors started treating us immediately. He had a
superior vena caval syndrome blood was blocked getting back to his
heart from his brain and upper extremities. To give him a
transfusion would have killed him sooner. Even the most heroic
efforts couldn't have saved him. I can truthfully say that no
efforts were spared in the treatment of Drew, and, contrary to
popular myth, the fact that he was a Negro did not in any way limit
the care that was given to him." The apocryphal story of his death
was repeated in an episode of the television series M*A*S*H
episode, "Dear Dad... Three", and in the Philip Roth novel, The
Human Stain.

In 1966, the Charles R. Drew Postgraduate
Medical School was incorporated in California and was named in his
honor. This later became the Charles R. Drew University of Medicine
and Science. In January 1970, Charles R. Drew Junior High School
opened its doors to students in Detroit, Michigan. In 1981, the
United States Postal Service issued a postage stamp in its Great
Americans series commemorating Drew. Charles Drew Health Center,
Omaha, Nebraska Charles Drew Science Enrichment Laboratory,
Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan Charles Drew
Science Magnet Buffalo, NY Charles R. Drew Elementary School,
Pompano Beach, Florida Charles R. Drew Elementary School, Silver
Spring, Maryland Charles R. Drew Elementary School, Miami,
Florida.

Charles R. Drew Elementary School, also
called Drew Model School for its innovative curriculum, in
Arlington, Virginia Charles R. Drew Charter School opened in August
2000 as the first charter school in Atlanta, Georgia. Charles R.
Drew Hall, an all-male freshman dorm at Howard University,
Washington D.C. Charles Drew Community Health Center, located in
Burlington, NC near the site of the old Alamance County hospital.
Charles Drew Health Foundation, East Palo Alto, California, opened
in the 1960s, closed 2000, was EPA's only clinic for decades. Parc
Charles-Drew, in Le Sud-Ouest, Montreal, Quebec, Canada Charles
Drew House, residence at Amherst College, his alma mater Charles R.
Drew Memorial Bridge, Washington DC Charles R. Drew Elementary
School, Washington, DC Bluford Drew Jemison S.T.E.M Academy,
Baltimore

 


Dr. Charles
Drew’s Death:

Dr. Drew died on April 1, 1950 at the age
of 45 in Burlington, North Carolina. Drew, being the chief
surgeon, represented Freedmen at a number of medical conferences.
Drew attended the annual free clinic at the John A. Andrew Memorial
Hospital in Tuskegee, Alabama since 1939. There was a change of
plans preceding the 1950 Tuskegee clinic. Drew decided to drive
with three other physicians and save money rather than fly. The
four men took turns driving in shifts, with Drew taking second
shift around 8 a.m. on April 1st.

Still fatigued from spending the night
before in the operating theater, Drew lost control of the vehicle
and as it went into a field and somersaulted three times. The three
other physicians suffered minor injuries. Drew, however was trapped
by his foot wedged under the brake pedal, resulting in the vehicle
rolling over his body. When reached by emergency technicians, Drew
was found in shock and barely alive with severe leg injuries. Drew
was taken to Alamance General Hospital in Burlington. He was
pronounced dead a half hour after his first reception of medical
attention. His funeral was held on April 5, 1950, at the Nineteenth
Street Baptist Church.

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Charles W.
Anderson

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Anderson was born on May 26, 1907.

 


Anderson’s Occupation:

Prominent Louisville, attorney Charles W.
Anderson became the first African American elected to the Kentucky
State Legislature in 1935. Anderson served five consecutive terms
as a Republican legislator.

 


Anderson’s Life Story:

During his tenure, he worked diligently for
social and education reform. One bill sponsored by Anderson allowed
all public schoolteachers in Kentucky to retain their teaching
positions after marrying. Another bill provided graduate education
money for African American students who had to study outside our
state because of segregation laws. He also helped repeal a
mandatory hanging law, and defeated a bill calling for the creation
of a public whipping post. Anderson became the Assistant
Commonwealth's Attorney for Jefferson County in 1946; he was the
first African American in the south to hold that position. In 1959
he was nominated by President Eisenhower to serve as an alternate
United States Delegate to the United Nations General Assembly.

 


Anderson’s Death:

Tragically, Anderson's brilliant career was
cut short when he died in an automobile accident in 1960 Jun.
14.

 

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Charlotte E.
Ray

 


. Place and Date of Birth:

Ray was born on January 13, 1850 in New York
City to her father Reverend Charles Bennett Ray who was a highly
respected abolitionist.

 


Charlotte’s Personal Life:

During her childhood she attended the
Institution for the Education of Colored Youth in Washington, D.C.
which was one of the few schools African American women could
attend. In 1869 she was both a teacher and a student at Howard
University. While teaching at Howard, she registered in the Law
Department; aware of the school's questionable policy on admitting
women, she applied under the name of "C.E. Ray" and was admitted.
In the law school she specialized in commercial law, and graduated
in February of 1872 and was the first woman to graduate from the
Howard Law School.

Ray was admitted to the District of Columbia
Bar on April 23, 1872. Soon after her admission to the bar, she was
forced to give up her practice due to poor business, and by 1879
had returned to New York where she worked as a teacher. After 1895
Ray seems to have been active in the National Association of
Colored Women. In 1897 she moved to Woodside, Long Island, where
she died at the age of 60 in 1911.

Charlotte’s Contribution to
Society:

Charlotte E. Ray was the first black woman
lawyer, and woman of any ethnic race to graduate from the Howard
School of Law.

 


Charlotte’s Death:

Charlotte died at the at of 60 in 1911 on
Woodside, Long Island.

 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Chris Dickerson

 


Place and Date of
Birth:

Chris was born on August 25, 1939 in
Montgomery, Alabama to Mahala Ashley Dickerson as the youngest of
three triplets.

 


Dickerson’s Occupation:

Chris Dickerson is an American
bodybuilder.

 


Dickerson’s Life Story:

Dickerson studied music and is an
accomplished opera singer. His bodybuilding career spanned thirty
years. He was known for both his heavily muscled, symmetrical
physique and his skills on the posing dais.

Dickerson first entered competition in 1965
by taking third place at that year's Mr. Long Beach competition. He
was not only the first African-American Mr. America, but also the
oldest winner, at age 43, of the IFBB Mr. Olympia contest.

Dickerson is one of the world's most titled
bodybuilders. He trained for many of his most important
competitions in the 1980s with bodybuilding great Bill Pearl.
Dickerson was inducted into the IFBB Hall of Fame in 2000. Today,
Dickerson is living in Florida where he still trains, conducts
seminars, and corresponds with today's athletes.

 


Dickerson’s Bodybuilding Titles:

Chris
Dickerson’s career spanned 30 years and
included approximately 50 contests. Over the decades, he built a
dense and symmetrical physique augmented by a dramatic style of
posing. Dickerson earned third place at the 1965 Mr. Long Beach
(California), his first contest; he placed fourth at the 1994 IFBB
Masters Olympia, his last contest.

Two particular
achievements stand out in Dickerson’s long career.
He became the first African American AAU Mr. America in 1970 and by
winning the IFBB Mr. Olympia in 1982, at the age of 43, he became
the oldest winner of the sport’s most prestigious
title.

Chris was inducted into
the IFBB Hall of Fame in 2000. Aiding Dickerson throughout his
career was another IFBB Hall of Famer, Bill Pearl. In addition to
the 1982 IFBB Mr. Olympia, Dickerson won nine other IFBB pro shows
in the late ‘70s and early ‘80s,
making him one of the most successful competitors of all time.
Something of a Renaissance man, Dickerson studied music and is an
accomplished opera singer. Widely considered one of the best posers
the sport has ever know, his routines were always pure
theater

 


 


 


 


 


 


Clarence M. Pendleton,
Jr.

 


Pendleton’s Life Story:

Clarence was born in 1930. He grew up in
Washington, D.C., where his father worked as a swimming coach at
Howard University. After graduating from Dunbar High School, he
followed in the steps of his father and grandfather by enrolling in
Howard, where he earned a bachelor of science degree in 1954. After
a short term with the Army, Pendleton returned to Howard as a
physical education instructor and student, and received his
master's degree in education in 1961. He was recreation
coordinator, Model Cities Agency, city of Baltimore, Md., from 1968
- 1970, and then director of the urban affairs department of the
National Recreation and Parks Association

Pendleton was recruited two years later by
Mayor Pete Wilson to head San Diego's Model Cities program. He was
also president of the San Diego County Local Development Corp., a
nonprofit subsidiary of San Diego Urban League, Inc., and president
of Building for Equal Opportunity (B.F.E.O.), a profit making
subsidiary of the San Diego Urban League. In 1975 Pendleton was
named director of the San Diego Urban League, served on the
Community Education Advisory Council, U.S. Office of Education, and
the Governor's Task Force on Affordable Housing, State of
California. During this time he began to shed his self-described
"bleeding-heart liberalism." He made the switch to the Republican
Party in 1980, coming to Reagan's attention when he was the only
one of 150 League officers to support Reagan's bid for the
Presidency.

 




Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/9866
to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you
appreciate their work!

cover.jpg
m_mu






