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3 John 1:2 (KJV)

Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.
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PREFACE

Writing has been a
passion of mine for many years. As a child, I wrote all the time. I
entered book contests held by my school system. I also wrote just
for fun. My mom may still have some of those books that I wrote as
a child.

While in graduate school, I began writing my first
novel. It took several years to complete. After finishing the
manuscript, I self-published the novel and realized my dream of
becoming a published author.

Years passed and I wrote less and less. My life got
very busy and my writing suffered. Seemingly out of the blue, God
called me back to writing. However, this time, God called me to
write for His glory. In 2009, on my birthday, I wrote my first
devotional. While I was at home sick, I felt an overwhelming desire
to write for the Kingdom of God. That devotional, "Can't Get No
Satisfaction", is included in this ebook.

I thank God for the opportunity to write for His
glory and for this writing ministry. I pray that you will be
blessed by your reading and re-reading of the devotional messages
contained in this ebook. May God bless you abundantly.

Jaye E. Seay

***

THE BREAD OF ANGELS

Exodus 16:31 (NIV)

The people of Israel called the bread manna.
It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers made with
honey.

Psalm 78:21-25 (NIV)

When the LORD heard them, he was very angry;
his fire broke out against Jacob, and his wrath rose against
Israel, for they did not believe in God or trust in his
deliverance. Yet he gave a command to the skies above and opened
the doors of the heavens; he rained down manna for the people to
eat, he gave them the grain of heaven. Men ate the bread of angels;
he sent them all the food they could eat.

Have you ever been in a situation where you felt
hopeless? Perhaps your only car broke down and you had no money to
fix it or buy another. Or maybe you were laid off from your job and
your family depended on your income for survival. I could go on and
on to describe situations such as these where the circumstances of
our lives could seem desperate. Thanks be to God that He holds all
power in His hands.

While wandering in the wilderness, I believe
that the people of Israel also felt this sense of desperation.
Think about it for a minute. What would it feel like to wander in a
wilderness place? I can imagine feeling lost and longing for what
is familiar. I can also imagine that I would wonder how I would
survive. In His divine goodness, God miraculously provided the
Israelites with food for forty years. The Israelites called this
food manna, which means "what is it?"

Just as manna appeared with the morning dew, God
provides us with fresh blessings daily. God can open the doors of
heaven and rain down blessings to provide for our needs. Indeed,
God is so good that he enabled mere men to eat the bread of
angels.

In this day and age, "manna" for us may not be
food. Our "manna" could be whatever it is that we are in need of.
God cares for us and desires to take care of our needs. Nothing is
impossible for God and He has no boundaries. Just as God
wonderfully gave manna to the Israelites while they were in the
wilderness, when we find ourselves in wilderness places, by faith,
we Christians can expect God’s perfect provision to meet our
needs.

***

THE ABUNDANT POWER OF GOD

Ephesians 3:16-17 (NLT)

I pray that from his glorious, unlimited
resources he will empower you with inner strength through his
Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust
in him. Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you
strong.

Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV)

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

In this life, we will come upon battles that
seem to be too strong for us to overcome. Battles on our jobs, in
our families and in our finances not only hurt us but can sometimes
devastate us. While it may seem like these battles are being fought
in the earthly realm, the real influence behind these battles is in
the spirit realm. This is spiritual warfare. The evil one will use
people and circumstances in the natural to fight us in the
spiritual. As we do more for Christ, we can expect the attacks of
the enemy to increase. Similarly, as we get closer to breakthroughs
in our lives, the enemy will turn up the heat with his attacks to
stop us from fulfilling our potential in the kingdom of God.

We need strength more powerful than our own to
fight these spiritual battles. We can obtain this supernatural
strength from the Holy Spirit. Christ will dwell within us when we
exercise faith in Him. Christ wants to inhabit our spirit and make
a home there. As we live our lives more and more in line with the
Word of God, we create an environment within us that Christ can
call home. When Christ abides within us, we are supplied with all
the power we need to battle spiritual warfare.

If we look back over our lives, we should find
many instances whereby God supplied us with the necessary power to
battle spiritual warfare. Over the time of our lives, we should
remember how God used His power to bless, rescue and heal us. This
same power still works within us today. By remembering all that God
has done for us, we can have a confident expectation for what God’s
power can do for us now and in the future.

Ephesians 3:20 tells us that God can do
immeasurably more than we could ask or imagine. What may seem
impossible for us to do in our power is possible in God’s power.
There are no limits on what God can do in our lives. Knowing this,
we should have an attitude of great expectation for what God can do
in our lives.

God’s supply is limitless. All of the prayers of
the saints will not dry out God’s supply of grace. We can continue
to ask God for His strength and help because His supply has no
boundaries. This power that God supplies within us is sufficient
for us to win the spiritual battle. If we strive to create a holy
temple for God within ourselves, God will dwell within us and
provide an inner strength that is more than enough to conquer all
that the evil one plans against us.

***

WHEN IT'S HOT OUTSIDE

 Psalm 19:4-6 (NIV)

Their voice goes out into all the earth,
their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens he has pitched
a tent for the sun, which is like a bridegroom coming forth from
his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. It rises
at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other;
nothing is hidden from its heat.

This weekend was the hottest of the year
thus far. Temperatures rose to 92 degrees. Needless to say, it was
hot in our house. We had not used our central air conditioning much
this year. Most of the warm days have been moderate. However, if
there was a time when it would have been refreshing to have cool
air flowing through the house, this was the time.

As we attempted to use our air conditioning
system, we discovered it was in need of repair. It simply would not
supply cool air. While we waited for a serviceman to come repair
the system, we struggled with the heat that filled our house.

At first glance, all that one can see is
that this was an uncomfortable situation. Physically speaking, it
definitely was. However, if we look at what God has to say about
heat, we may find another perspective. Psalm 19:4-6 provides a
discussion about the heavens; specifically the sun. These verses
provide a very different outlook on heat. In these scriptures, the
writer compares the sun with the Glory of God and the heat that
resonates from the sun with God’s presence.

Scripture tells us that nothing is hidden
from the sun’s heat. For those who sincerely love God and seek God
with all their heart, His presence is never hidden from them. God's
presence surrounds us, encompasses us, and keeps us warm. We are
protected, comforted and healed by the presence of God. We can find
rest in God when we lean on Him and trust in His ways. Just as the
temperature rises with an increase in heat, God’s presence
increases in our lives as we draw nearer to Him.

As my family dealt with the extreme heat in
our household this past weekend, I’m glad that I was reminded of
this spiritual view of heat. Since we understood that the Bible
uses the sun as a metaphor for the Glory of God and its heat as a
metaphor for God’s presence, we rejoiced while we waited for the
temperature to cool in our house once again.

***

DON'T GO BACK

1
Corinthians 13:11 (NIV)

When I was a child, I talked like a child, I
thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man,
I put my childish ways behind me.

It has been noted that the human brain is not
fully developed until the years of the early twenties. For this
reason, certain rights and privileges are not conferred until the
age of 21. When one turns 21, the brain is closer to becoming fully
developed. In our early twenties, our reasoning skills become
sharper and our decision making capabilities improve. We become
wiser and more mature. In contrast, during our teenage years, our
decision making skills were less than reliable. Because our brains
were still developing, we may have made some questionable decisions
that we look back on and wonder what we were thinking.

Similarly, when we first began our walk with
Christ, our spiritual mind was also not fully developed. We may
have gone back and forth from trying to live right to falling back
into sin to trying to live right again. Our faith may have been
fragile. Just one hard trial may have been enough to turn us away
from God. For a time, maybe we would not open our Bible, stop
praying and possibly stop attending church. Actions such as these
are the result of spiritual immaturity that many Christians go
through on their walk with Christ.

If we remain steadfast and hold on to our faith,
we will grow and become stronger. As we have more experiences with
God, we will become more stable believers. Time with God will help
us to mature in our faith.

As 1 Corinthians 13:11 says, at some point we
will put our childish ways behind us. When we reach this point in
our Christian development, we will fight back against sin, stay
strong in faith when we endure trials and seek God even when the
circumstances of our lives try to keep us from doing so.

As we advance in our Christian walk, we will be
better able to communicate with God through prayer. We will be
better able to encourage and minister to those in need. We will
also be better able to apply the Word of God to practical problems
in our lives.

I believe that we will continuously grow in our
walk with Christ. For one, we are not perfect. But just as human
beings transition out of the teenage years into adulthood,
believers should strive to increase and develop their faith. As we
mature in our faith, we should find that we will want to leave our
past ways behind. Our desire will be to grow closer to God and live
in line with His Word. As our relationship with God grows, how
freely we will put our childish ways behind.

***

SWEETER THAN HONEY

 Psalm 19:7-10 (The Message)

The revelation of God is whole and pulls our
lives together. The signposts of God are clear and point out the
right road. The life-maps of God are right, showing the way to joy.
The directions of God are plain and easy on the eyes. God’s
reputation is twenty-four-carat gold, with a lifetime guarantee.
The decisions of God are accurate to the nth degree.

God’s Word is better than a diamond, better
than a diamond set between emeralds. You’ll like it better than
strawberries in spring, better than red, ripe strawberries.

In an average day, we have a myriad of
decisions we have to make and problems that we must consider. Just
the idea of figuring out what we should do is enough to tire us
out. Deciding whether we should pursue a new job, begin a new
relationship or buy a home are just a few of the major decisions
that we may make during our lifetimes. However, we have many more
daily decisions that occupy our mental faculties. Sometimes we have
to gain understanding of how to resolve a situation with friends,
find the best route to work, or even plan what we will eat for
dinner. Ironically, I have found that sometimes the little issues
of life can be just as disturbing as the big issues.

Fortunately, as believers, we don’t have to
make decisions without guidance. Christians are provided with a
roadmap that can direct their way down the correct path. This
roadmap is the Word of God. It is through His Word that God
ordinarily provides us with revelation. The answers to life’s
problems are contained in the Bible.

God’s Word nurtures, comforts, and restores
our mental health. When the problems of life begin to beat us down,
God’s Word will provide us with healing. It is through the Word of
God that we can find order in our lives. The Message states
in Psalm 19 that the revelation of God pulls our lives together and
provides the signposts of God.

It is counterproductive for us to dwell on
our problems and reflect upon them for long periods of time. We are
far better served to focus on the kingdom of God and His Word.
Matthew 6:33 tells us that if we seek first the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, God will provide for all of our needs. By
focusing on the kingdom of God, not only will we minimize the
negative effects of thinking about our problems but we will have
confidence that God will take care of our problems and provide for
all of our needs.

Unlike the problems of the world, the Word
of God is sweet to the soul. If we keep our minds focused on God’s
Word and strive for the things of God, we will be helped to live a
life that is sweeter, more peaceful and even more prosperous.
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