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Welcome to your source for inexpensive wedding ideas. This little book is going to cover it all, from music to flowers to Presider to location and much more. And, just to give you even more confidence that you’ve purchased the right book, it’s written by a bride who did it.
Weddings are wonderful, happy events, so why is it we so frequently think we have to spend a fortune on them? If a person is lucky enough to have millions to play with, then blowing out the bank doesn't seem to matter, but if you're like the rest of us, hoping to have a little money left over for a nice honeymoon or vacation or that down-payment on your house, then why not experience the joy without the debt; which will, in turn give you even more joy? Who wants to start out on a life together with a huge debt hanging over their heads. Or if parents are going to help with the expense, do you really want to lay a heavy debt on them that will take them years to repay?
It doesn't matter if you're getting married late in life for the first time after believing it would never happen for you, if you've been widowed and are beginning again, if you've tried it more than once, but you're still willing to take the plunge again, or if you're a young couple just starting out. Creating a memorable and affordable wedding will make that day even more special. and it’s not that hard to do it yourself with a little cooperation and perhaps a little help from your friends and family.
There are several basic rules to putting this wedding together and seeing it through, and they are, in no particular order:
* You and your soon-to-be-spouse must work together; here's a good training ground for your evolving relationship.
* The wedding can be planned on the fly if necessary and you're facing a tight schedule, but it's best if it's planned well ahead with lots of lists and time to compare costs.
* Ask friends and friendly relatives for help.
* Allow for emergencies.
* Don't allow someone else to tell you how your day should go. Be gracious, but do it your way.
If you keep those simple commandments firmly in mind (or maybe laminate them and paste them up on the fridge) as you prepare you'll be amazed at how well things flow; and even when at times they don't, keep your sense of humor. This isn't the end of the world, it's a very special day for you and your soon-to-be spouse. Not someone else's day, yours! It should be special and fun, exciting and maddening, filled with love and a touch of hysteria. It should be great fun. And it should belong to you and your new partner. Absolutely. Totally.
Loving each other has brought you to this wonderful day, so remember the love and the romance as you prepare to celebrate your joining with friends, relatives and the bum who wandered in off the street (just kidding).
Birds are singing, music is playing, the sun is shining down from a blue sky, now we begin. So, how do you plan a wedding and not break the bank, hand Mom & Dad a giant bill or deprive some future kid of yours of a college education?
To begin at the beginning, it's imperative that you keep your guest list relatively small if you plan to host the wedding and a reception. Believe me, you, and your guests, will have more fun at your wedding if you do anyway. And, really, how many of us actually have a HUGE number of real friends?
So, right now, before you move on to the many ideas, hints and helpful weblinks to follow, sit down with your significant other and think about who you want to invite. Not who you think you must invite, but who you want to have celebrate with you.
It's not part of your wedding planning to worry about hurt feelings, there are always going to be some, it's the nature of the beast.
Knock out a first list, let it sit, and go at again, together, the two of you, paring it down to a nice, tight group. Be firm. Don’t let someone tell you, “You can’t not invite Harry!”.
You'll have more fun on your special day, get fewer gifts, spend a whole lot less money and more truly enjoy the people with whom you choose to spend that special day by simply keeping the number you invite manageable.
So, how are you feeling now? Excited? Eager? Hopeful this could be a whole lot more manageable than you ever thought?
Good, then let's start at the beginning ~ Invitations.
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Invitations are important, right? If you don't invite people how will they know to come? But, invitations can get mighty expensive as well. So, how do we trim costs at this initial point; the invitation that will start it all?
Think About The Kind Of Invitation You Want To Send.
Do you want it to be very friendly and informal? Do you want it to be extremely formal? Very fancy or friendly and fun? Some combination? However you want to do it, there's a way to do it and save a few dollars at the same time.
It depends partially on who you're planning to invite, so make sure you and your soon-to-be-spouse have talked it over thoroughly and have narrowed that list of who you’re actually going to invite down as tight as it's going to get. That's your first cost-saving measure. It will filter throughout all your preparations and plans. It affects how much food you have to get, drinks, how large a space you need to have for ceremony and reception, how many disposable cameras you may buy and pretty much everything else. And yep, how many invitations you send.
How long is that list? Do you have all the information needed to communicate with those on it? Physical address, Email address, telephone number, you need it all there at hand to make the process easy for you once it gets rolling.
Okay, with list in hand, how do you plan to send the invites? Here are some options:
Go Electronic
This is a great way to sent out invitations these days. Also an easy way to get your RSVPs back. You can do it as easily as designing your own email and sending that out to all recipients if you’re skilled in that area, or there are plenty of online resources where you can find an e-card, personalize it and have it sent to your list.
One place I really like is www.care2.com. Not only do they have nice cards you can send for free, but it's a 'green' site as well and using their service you help others.
There's also 123 Greetings.com and Hallmark Ecards. There are a whole lot more if you want to look around.
The beauty of E-cards is there are a lot of choices and many are even animated which is lovely and often sure to bring a smile to the recipient. If you look around you can even find an ECard to match a certain theme you may be looking for.
Don't forget to include your RSVP request in your card along with a date by which you’d like to hear back from them and provide the email address and/or phone number where guests can respond. You need to get a good idea how many people from your list are actually going to show up.
There are lots of other locations online where you can find free Ecards. Throw in a search and come up with about four million listings. Throw the word wedding into your Free Ecard search and cut it down to about a half a million. (The numbers are no doubt growing as the web expands.) Refine your search further and no doubt you'll find exactly what you're looking for.
The electronic approach saves you buying cards and the necessary response note cards that go inside. It save you all the postage to mail them, and the courtesy stamps you'd normally put on the response note card for the recipient's convenience. All told this could potentially save you several hundred dollars when you consider cost of cards, printing and postage.
Of course not all your friends and family may have Email. Aunt Ellen, who's 103 probably doesn't, and no doubt there are some other stubborn hold-outs. They may well be on your guest list.
Inviting Via The U.S. Mail
Fondly known these days as Snail Mail, this may well be your choice to go for all your invitations, or maybe just those few you can't reach with an Ecard. There’s nothing to say you can’t do a combination of mostly ECards and a few hard copy for the technologically impaired.
Snail Mail is perfectly workable, takes a bit longer to be delivered and to receive back the RSVP, but presuming you’re planning ahead just a bit, it should be just fine. In fact it better be because if you’re planning it with that slim a margin of time there’ll probably be a lot of guests who can’t come or something else that just won’t work on that schedule.
There are a few ways to approach the 'hard copy' invitation. There are resources online, one of which is www.vistaprint.com. You can get individual invitations or complete wedding packs. Prices are reasonable, usually much more so than if you purchased them from a high-end, wedding specialty store or printer. Some simple wedding announcements are even free (you just pay shipping).You can decide your text (make sure you triple check it when working online), they print and ship to you. Remember to include a phone number to ask your guests to use to RSVP (check and recheck for accuracy) and you save on the reply notes and postage and just might get to have a chat with a friend.
If you prefer to do it locally, try checking out the blank cards in a local store. If there's one you like, ask if the store can order the number you need, and possibly get a price break on volume. Then work out the text you want in the invitation and take the cards to a local printer and price the cost of printing your invitations. Don't forget to ask friends if they've had any printing done and who they might recommend for quality work at a reasonable cost.
And remember, even though I've begun with Invitations since they're the starting point of your wedding planning adventure, the REAL starting point is location, and you have to know that before you send out the invitations. And that is why I mentioned earlier that you need to have your guest list down tight before beginning anything. That list determines many things in planning your wedding.
Location of wedding and reception and time. So, since location is something we need to know before we really kick things off, let's talk about Location.
****
There are many wonderful locations where your wedding can be held. In fact the list is almost endless. Almost but not quite. So here's a list of possibles and if you use your imagination you'll come up with many more to add to it.
* Your own backyard
* A farm or ranch
* A friend's yard
* A park
* Church, Temple, other religious setting
* College Campus
* Museum Grounds
* Foundation
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