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How Has The Usa Done In The Past
Bicycles were first developed in Germany in 1817 and likely were created to replace horses that had died due to the 1816 crop failure. The original bikes had no gears and cyclists would use their feet against the ground to glide forward, somewhat like Fred Flintstone. Cycling took a quantum leap forward in 1865 when J.K. Starley devised the chain-and-gearing system. The race has been on since then for engineers to invent faster, sleeker, and lighter bikes.
From 1880 to 1900, cycling became immensely popular in the Western World. The first organized road race took place in 1868 and the first world championships were held in 1893. Some of Europe’s earliest road races are still around today, including the Tour de France (1903) and Giro d'Italia (1909).
Cycling is one of the few sports that have always been featured at the modern Olympics. Road cycling has not always been on the schedule, missing from the 1900 Paris, 1904 St. Louis, and 1908 London Games in favor of track racing. The first road event in Olympic history took place on the marathon route at the 1896 Athens Games. The race started in Athens, headed towards the city of Marathon and then returned to the Phaliron velodrome in Athens. The winner was Aristidis Konstantinidis of Greece.
Over the years the Olympic cycling road race has changed. The individual pursuit debuted at the 1912 Stockholm Games and has been on the Olympic program ever since. The team time trial was also introduced in 1912 but was dropped after the 1992 Barcelona Games in favor of the individual time trial. Women’s Olympic cycling debuted in the 1984 Los Angeles Games with an individual road event. The first women’s individual time trial event was launched at the 1996 Atlanta Games along with the men’s individual time trial.
1984 Women’s Road Race
The debut of women’s road cycling was a dramatic one. After almost fifty miles of racing, five cyclists were neck and neck with 300 yards to go. With 100 yards to the finish, the five sprinted down the straightaway, with two Americans, Connie Carpenter-Phinney and Rebecca Twigg breaking away from the pack. In a photo finish, Carpenter-Phinney edged out Twigg by the width of a tire and went one-two on the podium much to the home crowd’s delight.
The 2012 London Olympics will feature four medal events for road cycling; one medal ceremony for each gender in the mass start events and one per gender in the time trials. This year there will be 212 competitors, 145 men and 67 women. Each country is limited to a maximum of five men and four women in the mass start and with a maximum of two athletes in the time trials.
Of the 145 slots available to men in the mass start event, 50 spots were allocated to the top 10 ranked countries by the 2011 Union Cyclist International (UCI), giving each National Olympic Committee (NOC) the maximum of five qualifying berths. 20 berths were granted to the countries ranked 11-15 by the 2011 UCI (four qualifying berths per country). The final 75 spots were allocated to Continental Qualification events to ensure that each continent had representation.
The time trial event places are included in the total quota of cycling disciplines. Only the riders entered in the mass start event may take part in the individual time trial race. There are 40 time trial athletes total in the men’s division, with 15 spots allocated to the top 15 NOC’s by 2011 UCI world ranking, 10 allocated to the top 10 finishers in the 2011 World Championship Individual Elite Time Trial Event and the final 15 positions being allocated to Continental Qualification events to ensure that each continent had representation.
Of the 67 slots available to women for the mass start event, 64 allocations were split among the top 23 countries teams as determined by the 2011 UCI rankings. The top five countries qualified four spots, the next eight countries earned three spots each and the last ten countries earned two spots each. The final three berths were allocated to Continental Qualification events to ensure that each continent has representation. For the time trials, each of the top 15 countries qualified one rider and ten positions were allocated to the top finishers of the 2011 World Championship Individual Elite Time Trial Event.
Basic Competition
In both the road race and individual time trial events, there are no qualifying or preliminary rounds. The road race is a straight final where all athletes start together in a mass start and the first to cross the finish line is the winner. The men’s race is 250 kilometers (km) which is approximately 155 miles. The course will start in London before heading southwest through the city. There will be a challenging section of the course in Surrey called Box Hill which the men will need to loop nine times before heading back towards London and the finish line. The women’s road race will utilize the same course, but only loop the Box Hill circuit twice to make the total distance 140 km (87 miles).
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