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 Preface

The reader should know at the outset that is
not a book of answers. First, because many answers depend on
individual circumstances, and even time itself can change an answer
which may be correct one day, and wrong the next. Consequently,
there is no exam at the end of this book. If there is any final
exam as to how well thought out and reasoned your decisions have,
or have not been, it will be administered by God.

Secondly, this book does not contain an
exhaustive list of problems requiring Christian decisions. Even if
the author attempted to compile such a comprehensive list and
endeavored to cover every conceivable situation, by the time this
book was printed, the list would have changed. The purpose of this
book is to stimulate thought and generate discussion. It is to
always be measuring existing beliefs against the truth; to
challenge preconceived notions; to provoke controversy; and promote
the search for truth in every area of life.

Christians, more than any other group, must
also be the spearhead for justice. One of the fundamental teachings
of scripture is that believers, regardless of the age and culture
in which they live, must always seek and strive for justice.
Accordingly, they must not allow themselves to be deceived whether
it be by a silver tongued minister, a canny disingenuous
politician, or anyone else.

This is not a political book, and the author
has made every effort to avoid bias toward any particular political
party. However, where historical events clearly point to deception
by political leaders, those events are related for the purpose of
illustrating the manner in which the unwary have been tricked and
manipulated.

Finally, it is well to recall the prudence
counseled by President Abraham Lincoln. “You can fool some of the
people some of the time. You can fool all of the people some of the
time. But you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.” The
easiest people to deceive are those with deep seated preconceived
beliefs, and especially those with a predisposition to believe.
Because religious people including Christians fit this profile,
they can, and have, often become the target of charlatans
masquerading as a fellow believer in order to gain their
confidence.

The reader will most likely find statements
and ideas within the pages of this book that may temporarily create
conflicts within their own mind. If this happens, then the author
has succeeded in his purpose, which is to help this generation and
those that follow, become spiritually gifted discerners of that
which is true, and that which is false.

Loyst R. Streeter










CHAPTER I

VALUES

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is, his good,
pleasing, and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2)

Fundamental to every aspect of life, is the
ability to discern between given sets of values. The artist must
judge between colors, shades, and hues; the carpenter must choose
between lumber and timbers of various strengths; the ships captain
must recognize the difference between buoys marking the safe
channel and those marking the shoal; the chef must judge the degree
of freshness of food stocks, etceteras.

The foregoing examples are but a very few
that were selected to illustrate the point that discernment is not
merely a desirable ability: it is a vital necessity in everyday
life. Lacking this faculty, the artists paintings are worthless,
the carpenters building may collapse; the ship could run aground;
and the dinner be unfit to eat.

Discernment, i.e. acute judgment,
discrimination, the ability to distinguish; presupposes that there
are two or more alternatives from which to choose. To the artist
painting a winter snow-scape, the choice of white versus black is
not difficult to make. Or, for a political leader faced with the
choice of good versus evil, the answer should be readily apparent.
But underlying both cases, is the need for a mark by which to
judge. The first element of choice, white versus black, good versus
evil, may be easily determined. In each of the above examples, the
real difficulty lies in determining the degree of whiteness, or
good to be chosen.

For example, zinc white, titanium white, and
brilliant white, are all white when contrasted with black. But each
has a value of its own when compared against the other whites. The
artist, who has total control over the painting, is thus free to
select the white he or she feels is appropriate for the scene.
However, this high degree of choice is not available to the
political leader who lacks the artist’s total control of the
situation. In the politician’s case, there are social, cultural,
moral, and ethical values, which must also be considered. For
example, there are societies in which having more than one wife,
or, stealing from ones’ enemy is quite acceptable. This being true,
can it be argued that good and evil are relational to time and
place? There are those who believe and teach that everything,
including truth, is relative, that there are no absolutes. Are
those individuals right?

Within the past generation, the concept of
situation ethics has been widely taught and accepted in this
Country. But the belief that the end justifies the means is by no
means new. Machiavelli, the 16th century Florentine statesman’s
classic political work THE PRINCE, graphically portrays a system
founded upon duplicity, cunning, craftiness, and double dealing.
Within such a framework, the question is no longer the choice
between black versus white, or good versus evil; but rather, who
defines black, white, good and evil? If Party “A” claims that a
particular action is good, what other Party or group has sufficient
power to challenge them? If Company “B” steals a valuable patient
from Company “A”, does Company “A” have the financial capacity to
take “B” to court and spend years in litigation? Or, if a company
is caught and sued for engaging in some illegal activity, what are
the odds of being convicted? And if convicted, what are the
potential liabilities in terms of lost profits. And finally, what
would it cost the company to set up a media blitz to counter the
bad publicity?

What has happened in the above illustration,
is that the essence of integrity has been lost. A set of false
values have replaced the true ones, and without an absolute set of
values by which to judge a given action, there can be no right or
wrong. Black, white, good, evil ... they become mere terms to be
defined by the individual, party, or company with the most power.
Once this groundless system becomes widespread in a nation, the
stage is set for chaos, anarchy, and eventual total collapse. Freed
of all moral and ethical restraints, the two great dark forces,
avarice and lust for power can quickly turn order into anarchy,
freedom into slavery, and democracy into a dictatorship. The pages
of history are littered with the remains of nations, cultures, and
societies, small and great, that bear mute witness to the political
process.

Now by this time the reader may be wondering
what all this has to do with Christian decision making and
spiritual discernment, to which the answer is, everything. While it
is unlikely that anyone would seriously challenge the above
statements as applied to temporal matters, suggesting that a
corresponding lack of spiritual discrimination will result in a
similar fate for the believer or their church, not only raises a
lot of eyebrows, but considerable indignation as well.

To begin, too few Christians even appear to
be cognizant of the critical need for discernment in spiritual and
temporal matters. Furthermore, it can be argued that considerable
religious bias against it exists throughout the Church. First,
because discernment in general and spiritual discernment in
particular, is often confused with judging. A subject that is
generally misunderstood and which shall be discussed later.
Secondly, it is a result of a lack of understanding of what the
scripture itself has to say in regard to discernment. And lastly,
because there appears to be a considerable amount of confusion
regarding the distinctions between the principles and values of the
Kingdom of God, and those of the kingdoms of this present
world.

Whether or not these are the last days as
many Christians believe, is subject to considerable argument. What
is not debatable, is that the very survival of every Christian is
dependent upon having a highly developed sense of spiritual
discernment. No greater warning need be given than the words of
Jesus himself when he made the following prophetic observation to
his followers, “...if it were possible, they [the false teachers
and prophets] shall deceive the very Elect.” Matthew 24:24. Quite
obviously, Jesus was, and through his word, is still issuing a call
to his followers to be extremely alert, and to carefully weigh all
that they see, read, hear, and are being told.

This particular passage holds great
significance for the Christian because all of Christendom is locked
into a titanic battle with the forces of evil. There are two
kingdoms at war: the Kingdom of God versus the Kingdom of Satan.
The Apostle Paul warned his followers that they were not struggling
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. (Ephesians 6:12).
Unfortunately, many Christians lack even elementary scriptural
understanding, they are not even aware of the titanic spiritual
battle that is taking place. Added to these spiritual infants are
many more believers, who because of their similar lack of spiritual
discernment, are more often engaged in fighting fellow Christians,
rather than working to defeat Satan.

In a war between nations, generals may
disagree over which tactic to use, but they do not argue about who
the enemy is. And yet in a world overwhelmed by great needs, it is
tragic to witness the time, money, and energy spent on the
haranguing that takes place between denominations over some minor
point of doctrine. When the Disciples came running to Jesus and
informed him that they had seen and heard other men preaching in
his name and told them to stop, Jesus reply was, “...Do not stop
them, no one who does a miracle in my name can in the next moment
say anything bad about me, for whoever is not against us, is for
us.”(Mark 9:39,40) What is both fundamental and essential, is
concentrating the power of God against the forces of darkness. Not
creating divisiveness by opposing another Christian, or
denomination, because he, she, or they, do not believe in exactly
the same interpretation of one or two passages of scripture.

Consider for a moment the startling disparity
between the world’s social structure as contrasted with that of the
Kingdom of God. Admittedly, the following is a classic stereotyped
example, but it quickly conveys the intended illustration. In the
world’s system, there is an upper class commonly portrayed as those
who live on top of the hill, drive expensive cars, wear the right
clothes, go to the right schools, belong to the proper clubs,
etceteras. At the opposite end of the scale are those at the very
bottom. These people are commonly depicted as living on the other
side of the tracks, driving old beat-up cars or pickup trucks,
perhaps a motorcycle (not Harleys), unshaven, wearing old clothing,
presumed to be poorly educated, and perhaps even suspected of using
drugs. (Regarding the use of drugs, it should be noted that the
drugs and alcohol consumed by the well to do who live on the top of
the hill is not considered to be the same).

The foregoing is generally the most commonly
accepted definition of social class. But notice that there is no
mention of moral and ethical values, compassion, family
cohesiveness, intellectual capacity, or belief in God. It is
somehow assumed that those who live on the top of the hill must
naturally be superior in all of these areas of life. Why? For no
reason other than because they live on top of the hill. In fact
however, there is no evidence to support any of these
presuppositions. In reality, many of those on top of the hill were
simply fortunate enough (or unfortunate, depending on one’s
perspective of wealth), to have inherited their position. In
contrast, many of those on the bottom may be there because they
have been stricken down by tragic misfortune. A classic case of the
old expression, ‘There, but for the Grace of God go I.”

Stripped to their essence therefore, the very
existence of these groups depends upon nothing more than the
arbitrary creation of the other group. That is to say that without
a bottom group, there could be no top group. Consider for a moment,
what if there were no hill tops, no social value placed upon
wealth, and no absurd ranking of vocation or clubs, to name but a
few. All of these status symbols are the creation of the worlds
system that by it’s very nature fosters division. This is a clear
example the kingdom of darkness at work engaged in the most ancient
of all military strategies: divide and conquer.

The teachings of Jesus however, present a
very startling contrast to this worldly system of social
stratification. In passage after passage, he tells his followers
not to take the upper most seat at the feast; that if you have two
coats give one away; not to save up and invest where moths and rust
would steal; that God is not a respecter of persons, and that he
who would be greatest, must become the servant of all. In his great
final prayer recorded in the 17th chapter of John, Jesus prays that
“...we may all be one just as he and the Father are one. Why? So
that all men will know that you are my disciples.”

The Kingdom of God does not include class
distinction. It teaches that the first shall be last, and that the
least will be the greatest. In other words, unlike the world’s
system, it does not matter who is the least, the richest, the most
educated, or who was first. Those are merely temporal distinctions
and have no place in God’s Kingdom where all believers are to be
ONE IN HIM.

It is important to note, that this does no
mean that there are not differences in ability, dedication, degrees
of dedication which will be rewarded accordingly. It simply means
that in the Kingdom of God, doctors are not treated differently
from those who clean their office at night. The minister or priest
is not above the parishioner; the Senator above the citizen; or the
rich above the poor.

By this time it should be obvious that for
the Christian, a very radical transformation of the entire thinking
process must take place. Whereas the individual who is of the
World, allows their mind to be controlled by the dictates of
society and culture; the Christian’s mind must be guided by the
principles of The Kingdom of God. When the Disciples asked Jesus to
teach them how to pray, he replied that part of the prayer should
be focused on the goal, “...Thy will be done an earth, even as it
is in heaven.”

Before proceeding further however, it is
important to define what is meant by the term “World.” As used
throughout this book, the word “World”, refers to the social,
political, and economic structure of a nation, nations, or the
earth, at any time throughout history. When Jesus said that the
world neither understood him, nor could it, he was not simply
referring to the society present at that point in history. He was
stating a fundamental spiritual principle that applies throughout
the ages, i.e., without the Holy Spirit, it is impossible for the
unbelieving individual to truly comprehend what is really being
said, or taking place at the spiritual level.

Consider for example the biblical passages
which refer to giving up one’s life: “Whoever seeks to keep his
life shall lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it,”
(Luke 17:13); or, “Not my will but yours be done” (Luke 22:42).
Taken at face value, both passages would appear to imply that the
individual is being asked to become a non-descript, mindless,
joyless, zombie like creature. In previous generations, the view of
many unbelievers was, “...I don’t want to become a Christian and
have to give up all the fun and excitement in life.” Society today
tends to be one of tolerance and acceptance. As a consequence, many
people accept Christianity as a spiritual Path, but do not fully
understand that real Christianity requires a total mind, soul, and
body commitment.

In reality however, history shows that those
persons who have allowed God to have total control of their lives,
have often been among the most original, gifted and inspired
leaders of their age. Men and women who became uncommonly
individualistic, because they allowed God to lift them out of
themselves, which in turn permitted them to see things and events
as they really are from God’s perspective.

By contrast, the world makes a great show of
talking about individualism, but constantly imposes conformity at
every level of life. If one does not wear the right clothes, belong
to the right clubs, know the right people, drive the right car;
there is limited, or perhaps no advancement in the corporate world.
Now and then, the power holder’s might be forced by economic or
social considerations to overlook the eccentricities of a genius
because of their extraordinary gift. But while the group may
temporarily accommodate such an individual, they are never
permitted to truly become one of the inside group. Contrary to a
very popular song of the 1970’s, no one, “Does It My [their] Way”.
The choices are either God’s way, or the world’s way.

The statement made by the Apostle Paul and
quoted at the beginning of this chapter is remarkable in several
ways. At the very outset he warned his readers NOT TO BE CONFORMED
TO THIS WORLD. Paul knew all to well that the world’s system is
built on greed, lies, and deception. There is not a day that goes
by, but that another financial or political fraud, cover-up, or
covert operation is aired on the six o’clock news. With steady
eyes, and a strong voice, the spokesman for the accused group,
steadfastly proclaim that they are innocent, and that the charges
and allegations are not true. A few days or weeks later, the
mounting evidence, more often than not, proves the contrary.

In today’s world, entire industries can
literally be wiped out overnight by a new invention. Long trusted
financial institutions are shown to be rife with insider trading,
secret deals, and money laundering. Clever individuals within the
stock and bond markets, which historically has provided the capital
for new industrial growth, discover that billions of fast dollars
can be made issuing “Junk Bonds” for highly leveraged takeover
deals. As a result, hundreds of old established companies were
burdened with such horrendous debt that they are forced to file
bankruptcy, and tens of thousands of workers lost their jobs and
pensions. The art world is shaken with recent revelations that
thousands of costly paintings sold as originals, are in fact,
fakes. Congress and the Nation are stunned to learn that
unimaginable covert operations are being run from the basement of
the White House itself. In several states, federal and state judges
are indicted on charges of taking bribes. News reports show that
too many political candidates for the highest offices in the Nation
deliberately and repeatedly misstate facts, distort figures, and
accuse their opponents of actions they know to be unfounded. Their
moral philosophy is to say and do anything to win the election.
Adolph Hitler stated that to be believed, one had to first make the
lie so monstrous that no one who heard it, would ever consider it
not to be true. Secondly, to repeat the lie again, and again, and
again.

Now no reasonably intelligent adult should be
surprised at any of the above. This is how the world system
operates, because the very basis of the worlds system is founded
upon money and power, the handmaidens of which are greed, lies, and
deceit. Accordingly, the great majority of our statutes and laws
have been drafted to protect citizens from unscrupulous deceivers.
The book of Genesis records the first instance of deception and
its’ tragic consequences. God told Adam that the day they ate of
the tree of knowledge they would die. But the serpent said to Eve,
“You will not surely die; for God knows that when you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” (Genesis 3.-4,5) The first portion of Paul’s message
therefore, was that believers should not allow themselves to get
caught in this deadly trap of deception.

The second part of Paul’s statement, “ ...
but be trans-formed by the renewing of your mind...,” has largely
fallen on deaf ears for two reasons. One is that Christianity is
perceived by most believers to be a matter of the heart, not the
mind. Countless well meaning Ministers have preached millions of
sermons on getting ones heart right with God, and dozens of old
hymns and new choruses are sung by congregations every week
stressing the heart relationship.

The difficulty with this line of reasoning,
is that it leads to a faith based upon emotions and feelings which
fluctuate with time and events. The commandment of Jesus was that
the believer should love the Lord, his God, with all his heart, all
his soul, and all his mind (Matthew 22:37). The heart and soul are
certainly important, but they are only two aspects of a believer
who is a triune being.

This third aspect of man, his spirit, is the
intelligence by which God and man commune. It is not simply the
physical brain, but the mind of man that is the spiritual link with
his Creator that sets him apart from all other creatures. This is
because it enables mankind to read, comprehend, evaluate, and put
into action God’s plan for one’s life. An individual may long in
their heart for someone or something; or, may thirst for a glass of
water; but until the mind causes the body to take action, neither
desire will be met or satisfied.

But if the church’s emphasis has been placed
on the heart and soul, it would be a mistake to conclude that the
mind has been totally overlooked. Unfortunately, what has happened
is that the mind has often been portrayed as being the enemy of
every believer. For generations in some very sincere Christian
circles, education, and particularly higher education, was
considered unnecessary because Jesus was coming soon. Among other
Christian groups, higher secular education has been looked upon
with suspicion and disdain in that it could lead the young person
away from the faith. (It should be noted that there is another
segment which places great emphasis on higher education, but often
at the expense of true belief in the scriptures). Beyond these
arguments, there lies the general notion that because the scripture
states that the sinful mind is hostile to God (Romans 8:7), it is a
hopeless battle trying to control the mind. This would certainly be
true if it was the believer alone attempting to transform their own
mind. But as Paul points out two verses later in verse 9, it is the
Spirit of God dwelling in the believer that makes the
transformation from carnal to spiritual, and from death to life,
possible. “...those [believers] who are led by the Spirit of God,
are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14).

The question is asked, what exactly did Paul
mean by the expression, transforming the mind? Consider the
following: The scripture that, “Heaven and earth will pass away,
but God’s word will never pass away” (Mt 24:35). This being true,
it is therefore imperative that His word fill the believers mind.
Joshua was commanded that, “the book of the law should not depart
out of his mouth, that he should meditate day and night upon it,
and do all that was written therein” (Joshua 1:8). This same
admonition, i.e., that the believer should fill his mind with God’s
word, is repeated throughout both the Old and New testaments. Just
as pure water flowing into a glass of muddy water will eventually
yield a glass of pure water, so too will prayerfully filling the
mind with God’s word transform it.

The effect of the transformation is profound.
One has only to look at the lives of those who have permitted the
transformation to take place. The most striking aspects of such an
individual, are that they know who they are, and they have a sense
of inner peace which elevates them above their circumstances. There
are thousands of books that have been written on the lives of great
missionaries, pastors, hymn writers, evangelists, and even Lay
persons. Stories and accounts of people whose lives have so
transcended the norm, that they cannot be explained except for some
remarkable spiritual transformation of the very thought process
itself.

Viewed from a spiritual perspective, the
glass of muddy water represents the mixture of earth, i.e. the
worldly view from man’s perspective, mingled with water which
represents God’s word. The mind of the immature believer, whether a
new convert, or long time indifferent Christian, cannot see clearly
from God’s perspective. As a result, confusion exists in their
mind, which is then translated into actions which are inconsistent
with the word of God. No greater example of this can be cited than
the tragic failure of believers, who, all claiming to be saved by
the same Jesus, not only fail to love one another, but who
seemingly go out of their way to find fault with their brothers
doctrine.

This fragmentation of the Church body is not
peculiar to this age. Paul, upon hearing that some converts were
claiming to belong to Paul’s group, others to Apollos, some to
Cephas, and still others to Christ; wrote to the Corinthian Church
and sternly warned them that there were not to be any divisions
among them. “Is Christ divided?”, he asked (I Corinthians
l.-12:13). The critical focus, is that believers should be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment. (I Corinthians 1:10).

Now it is certainly obvious that the natural
minds of men differ as a result of age, culture, education, natural
inclination, etceteras. Paul’s statement therefore was not that
these various groups should sit down together and try to work out
some compromise that they could all live with: that is the world’s
system. What Paul was pointing out, was that as believers put on
Christ, that is to say his mind and perspective of the world, the
confusion and differences between them would disappear. Just as the
borders of nations disappear when the earth is viewed from
space.

Another scriptural example, is the graphic
account of the Apostle Peter’s dream in which he sees all manner of
unclean animals, and hears God’s command to kill and eat (Acts
10:9-16). Initially, Peter only sees the vision through his natural
eyes, and immediately begins protesting to God that he would never
touch such an unclean thing: a perfect example of stressing
self-righteousness, which always leads to separation; not only from
other believers, but eventually from God Himself. Only after God
had shown Peter the vision for the third time, did he begin to
comprehend the scene and message from God’s point of view. Peter’s
mind had just undergone a spiritual transformation, which resulted
in changing his preconceived values. Once this happened, and he was
able to grasp the significance of what God was showing him, his
ministry was prepared to take a spiritual quantum leap.

Peter’s old natural values had been instilled
since his youth, by thousands of years of Jewish history, and a
culture which had been molded by the Abrahamic Covenant, the
centuries spent in Egypt, and the Mosaic Law and economy. Over the
centuries, not merely the Law, but even the traditions themselves
had been hardened into concrete rigidity. God’s laws which had been
intended to focus the peoples attention on God and His provisions,
were gradually turned into stumbling blocks by false religious
leaders. Ambitious men, who seen in the requirements of the Law,
the opportunity to set themselves above the people. Peter’s
horrified response to the vision was therefore perfectly natural,
because he was seeing it through eyes conditioned by tradition.
From God’s perspective however, Peter’s earthly mind, which had
been thoroughly conditioned by the world’s system, was now a severe
handicap to the ministry God had purposed and planned for him.
Peter’s mind had to change.

The method that God chose to effect this
spiritual/mental transformation was confrontational. Peter was
suddenly faced with a choice: Cling to his value system, which he
believed was based upon God’s word (the Mosaic Law); or,
obeying this seemingly contradictory new commandment. It was
certainly true that Moses had written down a body of dietary laws
concerning, among other things, certain animals which were
forbidden as food to the Jews. But it was also a fact that God had
just told him, “...What God has cleansed, do not call common.”
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