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Introduction
I would like to take this opportunity, before I say a few words about what has always puzzled me over the years about Port Hope Simpson, to say a big heart – felt thank you to Margaret Burden, The Mayor and The Town Council of Port Hope Simpson in sparing no expense to fly me out to your “Coming Home” celebration from 19th July, (appropriately my birthday) - 27th July 2002.
I would also like to say another big thank you to Senator Bill Rompkey who was what was then called, “The Overseas Arm of Voluntary Service Overseas”, in addition to his work as Superintendent of Education for Labrador East in those days, for his contribution towards my year of voluntary service overseas. Without his continued support for V.S.O. and from Reverend Bill Peacock before him no V.S.O.s would ever have come out in the first place.
We might all have been sent to The Solomon Islands instead!
Sincerely though, I should also like to thank our more locally based project overseer, Reverend Ed Lewis, who was based in Mary’s Harbour at that time for all his support and assistance. I think I can just about remember seeing him maybe twice. Once was a back view of him at a big skidoo race where he lived. He still doesn’t realize, assuming he is still with us, God bless his soul, and that I have a wonderful view of the back of his head almost completely blocking the racing skidoos in the picture I was trying to take at the time!
The other time was when he came in, completely by chance, when all the children in my class were actually learning “sumin” for once. He smiled and moved on. I smiled too. But mine I can guarantee you was much a much broader grin than his. What a stroke of luck! He had caught them on a good phase of the moon day!
At least that was longer than a certain Mr. Rompkey who flew in and out on one day, stayed for a few hours, listened to a pile of complaints from Principal Claude Rumbolt and that was it! Does Claude still go around complaining all the time?
Seriously though, for the great Labrador people, for the Mission Schools and for The School Board running Labrador East and for V. S. O what had started off very modestly in 1961 with one V.S.O. going to work at the Moravian Mission
School in Nain came to an end in 1970 with 11 V.S.O.s working at both Moravian and Anglican projects along the coast.
I am delighted to be here and count myself a very lucky man to re-visit the place after which I was never the same again!
In the research paper that follows I have tried to find out the answers to specific questions for you about the History of Port Hope Simpson from 1934 – 1947. After reading it for yourselves I will leave you to judge how successful you think it has been.
Back to the puzzles…
Firstly, the Tombstone (described as a Family Memorial by his ancestors) of a certain
Arthur Eric Williams and Erica D'Anitoff Williams, his infant daughter made of polished blue granite located near Pioneer Street. A fellow Welshman lying in such an out of the way spot always seemed so odd to me:
What was he doing there?
How had he come to be buried here?
Why Port Hope Simpson instead of Wales?
As the son of a Welsh anthracite coal miner myself I always thought one day I would seek out the truth, if I could, about what really happened to him.
Secondly, nobody in Port Hope Simpson had ever seemed able to give me a full, coherent story about what had happened to a logging operation that apparently marked the early beginnings of their permanent settlement.
That also has always seemed most odd.
It was most strange that nobody seemed to really understand how and why Port Hope Simpson had become established at all. Another mystery!
Finally, there still seemed to be resentment amongst the people towards the first industrialist in their place.
left. John Osborn Williams, owner, Labrador Development Company Ltd. and right. Arthur Eric Williams his eldest son.
I always felt certain unease about that as well.
What had been going on from 1934 – 1947?
There was a great deal that didn’t seem right somehow or another.
Thank you once again for bringing me out. Have a great time because I will!
CONTENTS
General Aims of Research
Objectives
Methodology
Questions
Preliminary Findings
Conclusions
Sources inc. Search Criteria and list of Original Correspondence studied
General Aims of Research
To investigate how economic conditions affected Port Hope Simpson 1934 – 47;
To investigate the political background explaining economic conditions in Port Hope Simpson from 1934 – 1947;
Objectives
1 To find out why a sufficient number of houses for his workers and their families were not built in Port Hope Simpson from 1934 – 1947 by Owner of the Labrador Development Company Ltd., Mr. J. O. Williams.
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