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Introduction


There are many, many documents that came before
the U.S. Constitution, and contributed to it directly or
indirectly. I have gathered together the ones that I found very
useful in my studies of the Constitution. These work well for a
“compare and contrast” study between any of the various documents
and each other, and between these and the Constitution itself.
These also lead to an important understanding of how our
constitution came to be.

The following documents are included in this
collection, some as excerpts, and some in their entirety.

Magna Carta (1215)

The Mayflower Compact
(1620)

Fundamental Orders of Connecticut
(1639)

Massachusetts Body of Liberties
(1641)

English Bill of Rights
(1689)

Resolutions of the Stamp Act
(1765)

Fairfax County (Virginia) Resolves
(1774)

Patrick Henry’s “Give Me Liberty
or Give Me Death” speech (1775)

Declaration of the Causes
and Necessity of Taking Up Arms
(1775)

Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense”
pamphlet (1776)

Virginia Declaration of Rights
(1776)

Constitution of Virginia
(1776)

Declaration of Independence
(1776)

Thomas Paine’s “American Crisis”
pamphlet (1776)

Articles of
Confederation (1777)

Northwest Ordinance
(1787)

U.S. Constitution (1787)

Federalist Paper #10
(1787)

Bill of Rights
(1st 10 Amendments to the
Constitution (1791)

Letters between Danbury Baptists
and President Jefferson (1801/1802)

Amendments 11 – 27 (1795 –
1992)

 


All of these documents are also
available in various places on-line, including:

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/ and http://archives.gov/exhibits/charters/charters.html







Magna Carta, Excerpts from


(Originally signed in 1215)

(A translation of Magna Carta as confirmed
by Edward I with his seal in 1297)

 


...Greeting. Know ye that we, unto the honour
of Almighty God, and for the salvation of the souls of our
progenitors and successors, Kings of England, to the advancement of
holy Church, and amendment of our Realm, of our meer and free will,
have given and granted to all Archbishops, Bishops, Abbots, Priors,
Earls, Barons, and to all freemen of this our realm, these
liberties following, to be kept in our kingdom of England for
ever.

 


[1] First, We have granted to God, and by
this our present Charter have confirmed, for us and our Heirs for
ever, That the Church of England shall be free, and shall have her
whole rights and liberties inviolable. We have granted also, and
given to all the freemen of our realm, for us and our Heirs for
ever, these liberties underwritten, to have and to hold to them and
their Heirs, of us and our Heirs for ever…

 


…[8] We or our Bailiffs shall not seize any
land or rent for any debt, as long as the present Goods and
Chattels of the debtor do suffice to pay the debt, and the debtor
himself be ready to satisfy therefore. Neither shall the pledges of
the debtor be dist rained, as long as the principal debtor is
sufficient for the payment of the debt. And if the principal debtor
fail in the payment of the debt, having nothing wherewith to pay,
or will not pay where he is able, the pledges shall answer for the
debt. And if they will, they shall have the lands and rents of the
debtor, until they be satished of that which they before paid for
him, except that the debtor can show himself to be acquitted
against the said sureties…

 


…[13] Assises of Darrein Presentment shall be
alway taken before our Justices of the Bench, and there shall be
determined.

 


[14] A Freeman shall not be amerced for a
small fault, but after the manner of the fault; and for a great
fault after the greatness thereof, saving to him his contenement;
and a Merchant likewise, saving to him his Merchandise; and any
other's villain than ours shall be likewise amerced, saving his
wainage, if he falls into our mercy. And none of the said
amerciaments shall be assessed, but by the oath of honest and
lawful men of the vicinage. Earls and Barons shall not be amerced
but by their Peers, and after the manner of their offence. No man
of the Church shall be amerced after the quantity of his spiritual
Benefice, but after his Lay-tenement, and after the quantity of his
offence…

 


…[20] No Constable shall distrain any Knight
to give money for keeping of his Castle, if he himself will do it
in his proper person, or cause it to be done by another sufficient
man, if he may not do it himself for a reasonable cause. And if we
lead or send him to an army, he shall be free from Castle-ward for
the time that he shall be with us in fee in our host, for the which
he hath done service in our wars.

 


[21] No Sheriff nor Bailiff of ours, or any
other, shall take the Horses or Carts of any man to make carriage,
except he pay the old price limited, that is to say, for carriage
with two horse, x.d. a day; for three horse, xiv.d. a day. No
demesne Cart of any Spiritual person or Knight, or any Lord, shall
be taken by our Bailiffs; nor we, nor our Bailiffs, nor any other,
shall take any man's wood for our Castles, or other our necessaries
to be done, but by the licence of him whose wood it shall be…

 


…[28] No Bailiff from henceforth shall put
any man to his open Law, nor to an Oath, upon his own bare saying,
without faithful Witnesses brought in for the same.

 


[29] No Freeman shall be taken, or
imprisoned, or be disseised of his Freehold, or Liberties, or free
Customs, or be outlawed, or exiled, or any otherwise destroyed; nor
will we pass upon him, nor condemn him, but by lawful Judgment of
his Peers, or by the Law of the Land. We will sell to no man, we
will not deny or defer to any man either Justice or Right…

 



The Mayflower Compact


(1620)

In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names
are underwritten, the Loyal Subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord,
King James, by the Grace of God, of England, France and Ireland,
King, Defender of the Faith, e&.

Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and
Advancement of the Christian Faith, and the Honour of our King and
Country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts
of Virginia; do by these presents, solemnly and mutually in the
Presence of God and one of another, covenant and combine ourselves
together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering and
Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid; And by Virtue
hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal Laws,
Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as
shall be thought most meet and convenient for the General good of
the Colony; unto which we promise all due submission and
obedience.

In Witness whereof we have hereunto
subscribed our names at Cape Cod the eleventh of November, in the
Reign of our Sovereign Lord, King James of England, France and
Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno
Domini, 1620.







Fundamental Orders of Connecticut, Excerpts
from (1639)




Forasmuch as it hath pleased the All-mighty
God by the wise disposition of his divine providence so to Order
and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of
Windsor, Hartford and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling
in and upon the River of Connecticut and the Lands thereunto
adjoining;

 


And well knowing where a people are gathered
together the word of God requires that to maintain the peace and
union of such a people there should be an orderly and decent
Government established according to God, to order and dispose of
the affairs of the people at all seasons as occasion shall require;
do therefore associate and conjoin ourselves to be as one Public
State or Commonwealth; and do, for ourselves and our Successors and
such as shall be adjoined to us at any time hereafter, enter into
Combination and Confederation together, to maintain and preserve
the liberty and purity of the gospel of our Lord Jesus which we now
profess, as also the discipline of the Churches, which according to
the truth of the said gospel is now practiced amongst us;

 


As also in our Civil Affairs to be guided and
governed according to such Laws, Rules, Orders and decrees as shall
be made, ordered & decreed, as followeth:

 


1. It is Ordered...that there shall be yearly two general
Assemblies or Courts, the one the second Thursday in April, the
other the second Thursday in September, following; the first shall
be called the Courte of Election, wherein shall be yearly
chosen...so many Magistrates and other public Officers as shall be
found requisite…

 



 Massachusetts Body of Liberties, Excerpts from
(1641)

The free fruition of such liberties, immunities, and
privileges as humanity, civility, and Christianity call for as due
to every man in his place and proportion without impeachment and
infringement hath ever been and ever will be the tranquility and
stability of churches and commonwealths. And the denial or deprival
thereof, the disturbance if not the ruin of both.

We hold it, therefore, our duty and safety whilst we
are about the further establishing of this government to collect
and express all such freedoms as for present we foresee may concern
us, and our posterity after us, and to ratify them with our solemn
consent.

We do, therefore, this day religiously and
unanimously decree and confirm these following rights, liberties,
and privileges concerning our churches and civil state to be
respectively, impartially, and inviolably enjoyed and observed
throughout our jurisdiction forever.

1. No man's life shall be taken
away, no man's honor or good name shall be stained, no man's person
shall be arrested, restrained, banished, dismembered, nor any ways
punished, no man shall be deprived of his wife or children, no
man's goods or estate shall be taken away from him, nor any way
damaged under color of law or countenance of authority, unless it
be by virtue or equity of some express law of the country
warranting the same, established by a general court and
sufficiently published, or in case of the defect of a law in any
particular case by the word of God…

2. Every person within this jurisdiction, whether
inhabitant or foreigner, shall enjoy the same justice and law that
is general for the plantation, which we constitute and execute one
toward another without partiality or delay…

7. No man shall be compelled to go out of the limits
of this plantation upon any offensive wars which this Commonwealth
or any of our friends or confederates shall voluntarily undertake.
But only upon such vindictive and defensive wars in our own behalf
or the behalf of our friends and confederates as shall be
enterprised by the counsel and consent of a court general, or by
authority derived from the same.

8. No man's cattle or goods of what
kind soever shall be pressed or taken for any public use or
service, unless it be by warrant grounded upon some act of the
General Court, nor without such reasonable prices and hire as the
ordinary rates of the country do afford…

9. No monopolies shall be granted or allowed amongst
us, but of such new inventions that are profitable to the country,
and that for a short time…

17. Every man of, or within, this jurisdiction shall
have free liberty, notwithstanding any civil power to remove both
himself and his family at their pleasure out of the same, provided
there be no legal impediment to the contrary.

RITES, RULES, AND LIBERTIES CONCERNING
JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS

18. No man's person shall be restrained or
imprisoned by any authority whatsoever, before the law hath
sentenced him thereto, if he can put in sufficient security, bail,
or mainprise, for his appearance, and good behavior in the
meantime, unless it be in crimes capital, and contempts in open
court, and in such cases where some express act of court cloth
allow it…

41. Every man that is to answer for any criminal
cause, whether he be in prison or under bail, his cause shall be
heard and determined at the next court that hath proper cognizance
thereof and may be done without prejudice of justice.

42. No man shall be twice sentenced by civil justice
for one and the same crime, offense, or trespass.

43. No man shall be beaten with above forty stripes,
nor shall any true gentleman, nor any man equal to a gentleman be
punished with whipping, unless his crime be very shameful, and his
course of life vicious and profligate.



44. No man condemned to die shall
be put to death within four days next after his condemnation,
unless the court see special cause to the contrary...

45. No man shall be forced by torture to confess any
crime against himself nor any other, unless it be in some capital
case where he is first fully convicted by clear and sufficient
evidence to be guilty, after which if the cause be of that nature,
that it is very apparent there be other conspirators, or
confederates with him, then he may be tortured, yet not with such
tortures as be barbarous and inhumane.

46. For bodily punishments we allow amongst us none
that are inhumane, barbarous, or cruel…

LIBERTIES MORE PECULIARLY
CONCERNING THE FREEMEN…

LIBERTIES OF WOMEN…

LIBERTIES OF CHILDREN…

LIBERTIES OF SERVANTS…

LIBERTIES OF FOREIGNERS AND
STRANGERS…

OF THE BRUTE CREATURE…


 English Bill of
Rights (1689)

An Act Declaring the Rights and Liberties of
the Subject and Settling the Succession of the Crown

 


…Whereas the late King James the Second, by
the assistance of divers evil counsellors, judges and ministers
employed by him, did endeavour to subvert and extirpate the
Protestant religion and the laws and liberties of this kingdom;

 


By assuming and exercising a power of
dispensing with and suspending of laws and the execution of laws
without consent of Parliament…

 


…By raising and keeping a standing army
within this kingdom in time of peace without consent of Parliament,
and quartering soldiers contrary to law…

 


…And whereas of late years partial corrupt
and unqualified persons have been returned and served on juries in
trials, and particularly divers jurors in trials for high treason
which were not freeholders;

 


And excessive bail hath been required of
persons committed in criminal cases to elude the benefit of the
laws made for the liberty of the subjects;

 


And excessive fines have been imposed;

 


And illegal and cruel punishments
inflicted…

 


…All which are utterly and directly contrary
to the known laws and statutes and freedom of this realm…

 


…And thereupon the said Lords Spiritual and
Temporal and Commons, pursuant to their respective letters and
elections, being now assembled in a full and free representative of
this nation, taking into their most serious consideration the best
means for attaining the ends aforesaid, do in the first place (as
their ancestors in like case have usually done) for the vindicating
and asserting their ancient rights and liberties declare

 


That the pretended power of suspending the
laws or the execution of laws by regal authority without consent of
Parliament is illegal;

 


That the pretended power of dispensing with
laws or the execution of laws by regal authority, as it hath been
assumed and exercised of late, is illegal…

 


…That it is the right of the subjects to
petition the king, and all commitments and prosecutions for such
petitioning are illegal;

 


That the raising or keeping a standing army
within the kingdom in time of peace, unless it be with consent of
Parliament, is against law…

 


…That election of members of Parliament ought
to be free;

 


That the freedom of speech and debates or
proceedings in Parliament ought not to be impeached or questioned
in any court or place out of Parliament;

 


That excessive bail ought not to be required,
nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments
inflicted;

 


That jurors ought to be duly impanelled and
returned, and jurors which pass upon men in trials for high treason
ought to be freeholders…


Resolutions of the Stamp Act


October 19, 1765

 


The members of this Congress,
sincerely devoted, with the warmest sentiments of affection and
duty to His Majesty's Person and Government, inviolably attached to
the present happy establishment of the Protestant succession, and
with minds deeply impressed by a sense of the present and impending
misfortunes of the British colonies on this continent; having
considered as maturely as time will permit the circumstances of the
said colonies, esteem it our indispensable duty to make the
following declarations of our humble opinion, respecting the most
essential rights and liberties Of the colonists, and of the
grievances under which they labour, by reason of several late Acts
of Parliament.


	
That His Majesty's subjects in these colonies, owe
the same allegiance to the Crown of Great-Britain, that is owing
from his subjects born within the realm, and all due subordination
to that august body the Parliament of Great Britain.



	
That His Majesty's liege subjects in these
colonies, are entitled to all the inherent rights and liberties of
his natural born subjects within the kingdom of Great-Britain.



	
That it is inseparably essential to the
freedom of a people, and the undoubted right of Englishmen, that no
taxes be imposed on them, but with their own consent, given
personally, or by their representatives.



	
That the people of these colonies are not,
and from their local circumstances cannot be, represented in the
House of Commons in Great-Britain.



	
That the only representatives of the people
of these colonies, are persons chosen therein by themselves, and
that no taxes ever have been, or can be constitutionally imposed on
them, but by their respective legislatures.



	
That all supplies to the Crown, being free
gifts of the people, it is unreasonable and inconsistent with the
principles and spirit of the British Constitution, for the people
of Great-Britain to grant to His Majesty the property of the
colonists.



	
That trial by jury is the inherent and
invaluable right of every British subject in these colonies.



	
That the late Act of Parliament, entitled, An
Act for granting and applying certain Stamp Duties, and other
Duties, in the British colonies and plantations in America, etc.,
by imposing taxes on the inhabitants of these colonies, and the
said Act, and several other Acts, by extending the jurisdiction of
the courts of Admiralty beyond its ancient limits, have a manifest
tendency to subvert the rights and liberties of the colonists.



	
That the duties imposed by several late Acts
of Parliament, from the peculiar circumstances of these colonies,
will be extremely burthensome and grievous; and from the scarcity
of specie, the payment of them absolutely impracticable.



	
That as the profits of the trade of these
colonies ultimately center in Great-Britain, to pay for the
manufactures which they are obliged to take from thence, they
eventually contribute very largely to all supplies granted there to
the Crown.



	
That the restrictions imposed by several late
Acts of Parliament, on the trade of these colonies, will render
them unable to purchase the manufactures of Great-Britain.



	
That the increase, prosperity, and happiness
of these colonies, depend on the full and free enjoyment of their
rights and liberties, and an intercourse with Great-Britain
mutually affectionate and advantageous.



	
That it is the right of the British subjects
in these colonies, to petition the King, Or either House of
Parliament.





Lastly, That it is the indispensable duty of
these colonies, to the best of sovereigns, to the mother country,
and to themselves, to endeavour by a loyal and dutiful address to
his Majesty, and humble applications to both Houses of Parliament,
to procure the repeal of the Act for granting and applying certain
stamp duties, of all clauses of any other Acts of Parliament,
whereby the jurisdiction of the Admiralty is extended as aforesaid,
and of the other late Acts for the restriction of American
commerce.








Fairfax County Resolves (July 18, 1774)

At a general Meeting of the Freeholders and
Inhabitants of the County of Fairfax on Monday the 18th day of July
1774, at the Court House, George Washington Esquire Chairman, and
Robert Harrison Gent. Clerk of the said Meeting--

1. Resolved that this Colony and Dominion of
Virginia can not be considered as a conquered Country; and if it
was, that the present Inhabitants are the Descendants not of the
Conquered, but of the Conquerors.

That the same was not setled at the national
Expence of England, but at the private Expence of the Adventurers,
our Ancestors, by solemn Compact with, and under the Auspices and
Protection of the British Crown; upon which we are in every Respect
as dependant, as the People of Great Britain, and in the same
Manner subject to all his Majesty's just, legal, and constitutional
Prerogatives. That our Ancestors, when they left their native Land,
and setled in America, brought with them (even if the same had not
been confirmed by Charters) the Civil- Constitution and Form of
Government of the Country they came from; and were by the Laws of
Nature and Nations, entitled to all it's Privileges, Immunities and
Advantages; which have descended to us their Posterity, and ought
of Right to be as fully enjoyed, as if we had still continued
within the Realm of England.

2. Resolved that the most important and
valuable Part of the British Constitution, upon which it's very
Existence depends, is the fundamental Principle of the People's
being governed by no Laws, to which they have not given their
Consent, by Representatives freely chosen by themselves; who are
affected by the Laws they enact equally with their Constituents; to
whom they are accountable, and whose Burthens they share; in which
consists the Safety and Happiness of the Community: for if this
Part of the Constitution was taken away, or materially altered, the
Government must degenerate either into an absolute and despotic
Monarchy, or a tyrannical Aristocracy, and the Freedom of the
People be annihilated.

3. Resolved therefore, as the Inhabitants of
the american Colonies are not, and from their situation can not be
represented in the British Parliament, that the legislative Power
here can of Right be exercised only by {our} own Provincial
Assemblys or Parliaments, subject to the Assent or Negative of the
British Crown, to be declared within some proper limited Time.

But as it was thought just and reasonable
that the People of Great Britain shou'd reap Advantages from these
Colonies adequate to the Protection they afforded them, the British
Parliament have claimed and exercised the Power of regulating our
Trade and Commerce, so as to restrain our importing from foreign
Countrys, such Articles as they cou'd furnish us with, of their own
Growth or Manufacture, or exporting to foreign Countrys such
Articles and Portions of our Produce, as Great Britain stood in
Need of, for her won Consumption or Manufactures.

Such a Power directed with Wisdom and
Moderation, seems necessary for the general Good of that great
Body-politic of which we are a Part; altho' in some Degree
repugnant to the Principles of the Constitution. Under this Idea
our Ancestors submitted to it: the Experience of more than a
Century, during the government of the reciprocal Benefits flowing
from it produced mutual uninterrupted Harmony and Good- Will,
between the Inhabitants of Great Britain and her Colonies; who
during that long Period, always considered themselves as one and
same People: and tho' such a Power is capable of Abuse, and in some
Instances hath been stretched beyond the original Design and
Institution.

Yet to avoid Strife and Contention with our
fellow-Subjects, and strongly impressed with the Experience of
mutual Benefits, we always Chearfully acquiesced in it, while the
entire Regulation of our internal Policy, and giving and granting
our own Money were preserved to our own provincial
Legislatures.

4. Resolved that it is the Duty of these
Colonies, on all Emergencies, to contribute, in Proportion to their
Abilities, Situation and Circumstances, to the necessary Charge of
supporting and defending the British Empire, of which they are
Part; that while we are treated upon an equal Footing with our
fellow Subjects, the Motives of Self-Interest and Preservation will
be a sufficient Obligation; as was evident thro' the Course of the
last War; and that no Argument can be fairly applyed to the British
Parliament's taxing us, upon a Presumption that we shou'd refuse a
just and reasonable Contribution, but will equally operate in
Justification of the Executive-Power taxing the People of England,
upon a Supposition of their Representatives refusing to grant the
necessary Supplies.

5. Resolved that the Claim lately assumed
and exercised by the British Parliament, of making all such Laws as
they think fit, to govern the People of these Colonies, and to
extort from us our Money with out our Consent, is not only
diametrically contrary to the first Principles of the Constitution,
and the original Compacts by which we are dependant upon the
British Crown and Government; but is totally incompatible with the
Privileges of a free People, and the natural Rights of Mankind;
will render our own Legislatures merely nominal and nugatory, and
is calculated to reduce us from a State of Freedom and Happiness to
Slavery and Misery.

6. Resolved that Taxation and Representation
are in their Nature inseperable; that the Right of withholding, or
of giving and granting their own Money is the only effectual
Security to a free People, against the Incroachments of Despotism
and Tyranny; and that whenever they yield the One, they must
quickly fall a Prey to the other.

7. Resolved that the Powers over the People
of America now claimed by the British House of Commons, in whose
Election we have no Share, on whose Determinations we can have no
Influence, whose Information mush be always defective and often
false, who in many Instances may have a seperate, and in some an
opposite Interest to ours, and who are removed from those
Impressions of tenderness and compassion arising from personal
intercourse and Connections, which soften the Rigours of the most
despotic Governments, must if continued, establish the most
grievous and intollerable Species of Tyranny and Oppression, that
ever was inflicted upon Mankind.

8. Resolved that it is our greatest Wish and
Inclination, as well as Interest, to continue our Connection with,
and Dependance upon the British Government; but tho' we are it's
Subjects, we will use every Means which Heaven hath given us to
prevent our becoming it's Slaves.

9. Resolved that there is a premeditated
Design and System, formed and pursued by the British Ministry, to
introduce an arbitrary Government into his Majesty's American
Diminions; to which End they are artfully prejudicing our
Sovereign, and inflaming the Minds of our fellow-Subjects in Great
Britain, by propagating the most malevolent Falsehoods;
particularly that there is an Intention in the American Colonies to
set up for independant States; endeavouring at the same Time, by
various Acts of Violence and Oppression, by sudden and repeated
Dissolutions of our Assemblies, whenever they presume to examine
the Illegality of ministerial Mandates, or deliberate on the
violated Rights of their Constituents, and by breaking in upon the
American Charters, to reduce us to a State of Desperation, and
dissolve the original Compacts by which our Ancestors bound
themselves and their Posterity to remain dependant upon the British
Crown: which Measures, unless effectually counteracted, will end in
the Ruin both of Great Britain and her Colonies.

10. Resolved that the several Acts of
Parliament for raising a Revenue upon the People of America without
their Consent, the creating new and dangerous Jurisdictions here,
the taking away our Trials by Jurys, the ordering Persons upon
Criminal Accusations, to be tried in another Country than that in
which the Fact is charged to have been committed, the Act
inflicting ministerial Vengeance upon the Town of Boston, and the
two Bills lately brought into Parliament for abrogating the Charter
of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, and for the Protection and
Encouragement of Murderers in the said Province, are Part of the
above mentioned iniquitous System.

That the Inhabitants of the Town of Boston
are now suffering in the common Cause of all British America, and
are justly entitled to it's Support and Assistance; and therefore
that a Subscription ought imediatly to be opened, and proper
Persons appointed, in every County of this Colony to purchase
Provisions, and consign them to some Gentleman of Character in
Boston, to be distributed among the poorer Sort of People
there.

11. Resolved that we will cordially join
with our Friends and Brethren of this and the other Colonies, in
such Measures as shall be judged most effectual for procuring
Redress of our Grievances, and that upon obtaining such Redress if
the Destruction of the Tea at Boston be regarded as an Invasion of
private Property, we shall be willing to contribute towards paying
the East India Company the Value: but as we consider the said
Company as the Tools and Instrument of Oppression in the Hands of
Government and the Cause of our present Distress, it is the Opinion
of this Meeting that the People of these Colonies shou'd forbear
all further Dealings with them, by refusing to purchase their
Merchandize, until that Peace Safety and Good- order, which they
have disturbed, be perfectly restored.

And that all Tea now in this Colony, or
which shall be imported into it shiped before the first Day of
September next, shou'd be deposited in some Store-house to be
appointed by the respective Committees of each County, until a
sufficient Sum of Money be raised by Subscription to reimburse the
Owners the Value, and then to be publickly burn'd and destroyed;
and if the same is not paid for and destroyed as aforesaid, that it
remain in the Custody of the said Committees, at the Risque of the
Owners, until the Act of Parliament imposing a Duty upon Tea for
raising a Revenue in America be repealed; and imediatly afterwards
be delivered unto the several Proprietors thereof, their Agents or
Attorneys.

12. Resolved that Nothing will so much
contribute to defeat the pernicious Designs of the common Enemies
of Great Britain and her Colonies as a firm Union of the latter;
who ought to regard every Act of Violence or Oppression inflicted
upon any one of them, as aimed at all; and to effect this
desireable Purpose, that a Congress shou'd be appointed, to consist
of Deputies from all the Colonies, to concert a general and uniform
Plan for the Defence and Preservation of our common Rights, and
continueing the Connection and Dependance of the said Colonies upon
Great Britain under a just, lenient, permanent, and constitutional
Form of Government.

13. Resolved that our most sincere and
cordial Thanks be given to the Patrons and Friends of Liberty in
Great Britain, for their spirited and patriotick Conduct in Support
of our constitutional Rights and Privileges, and their generous
Efforts to prevent the present Distress and Calamity of
America.

14. Resolved that every little jarring
Interest and Dispute, which has ever happened between these
Colonies, shou'd be buried in eternal Oblivion; that all Manner of
Luxury and Extravagance ought imediatly to be laid aside, as
totally inconsistent with the threatening and gloomy Prospect
before us; that it is the indispensable Duty of all the Gentlemen
and Men of Fortune to set Examples of Temperance, Fortitude,
Frugality and Industry; and give every Encouragement in their
Power, particularly by Subscriptions and Premiums, to the
Improvement of Arts and Manufactures in America; that great Care
and Attention shou'd be had to the Cultivation of Flax, Cotton, and
other Materials for Manufactures; and we recommend it to such of
the Inhabitants who have large Stocks of Sheep, to sell to their
Neighbors at a moderate Price, as the most certain Means of
speedily increasing our Breed of Sheep, and Quantity of Wool.

15. Resolved that until American Grievances
be redressed, by Restoration of our just Rights and Privileges, no
Goods or Merchandize whatsoever ought to be imported into this
Colony, which shall be shiped from Great Britain or Ireland after
the first Day of September next, except Linnens not exceeding
fifteen Pence {per} yard, coarse woolen Cloth, not exceeding two
Shillings sterling {per} Yard, Nails Wire, and Wire-Cards, Needles
& Pins, Paper, Salt Petre, and Medecines; which may {which
three Articles only may} be imported until the first Day of
September, one thousand seven hundred and seventy six; and if any
Goods or Merchandize, othe[r] than those hereby excepted, shou'd be
ship'd from Great Britain, {or Ireland} after the time aforesaid,
to this Colony, that the same, immediately upon their Arrival,
shou'd either be sent back again, by the Owners their Agents or
Attorn[ey]s, or stored and deposited in some Ware- house, to be
appointed by the Committee for each respective County, and there
kept, at the Risque and Charge of the Owners, to be delivered to
them, when a free Importation of Goods hither shall again take
Place.

And that the Merchants and Venders of Goods
and Merchandize within this Colony ought not to take Advantage of
our present Distress b[u]t continue to sell the Goods and
Merchandize which they now have, or which may be shiped to them
before the first Day of September next, at the same Rates and
Prices they have been accustomed to do, within one Year last past;
and if any Person shall sell such Goods on any other Terms than
above expressed, that no Inhabitant of this Colony shou'd at any
time, for ever thereafter, deal with him, his Agent, Factor, or
Store keepers for any Commodity whatsoever.

16. Resolved that it is the Opinion of this
Meeting, that the Merchants and Venders of Goods and Merchandize
within this Colony shou'd take an Oath, not to sell or dispose of
any Goods or Merchandize whatsoever, which may be shiped from Great
Britain {or Ireland} after the first Day of September next as
aforesaid, except the {three} Articles before excepted, and that
they will, upon Receipt of such prohibited Goods, either send the
same back again by the first Opportunity, or deliver them to the
Committees in the respective Countys, to be deposited in some
Warehouse, at the Risque and Charge of the Owners, until they,
their Agents or Factors be permitted to take them away by the said
Committees: the Names of those who refuse to take such Oath to be
advertized by the respective Committees in the Countys wherein they
reside., And to the End that the Inhabitants of this Colony may
know what Merchants, and Venders of Goods and Merchandize have
taken such Oath, that the respective Committees shou'd grant a
Certificate thereof to every such Person who shall take the
same.

17. Resolved that it is the Opinion of this
Meeting, that during our present Difficulties and Distress, no
Slaves ought to be imported into any of the British Colonies on
this Continent; and we take this Opportunity of declaring our most
earnest Wishes to see an entire Stop for ever put to such a wicked
cruel and unnatural Trade.

18. Resolved that no kind of Lumber shou'd
be exported from this Colony to the West Indies, until America be
restored to her constitutional Rights and Liberties if the other
Colonies will accede to a like Resolution; and that it be
recommended to the general Congress to appoint as early a Day as
possible for stopping such Export.
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