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Introduction






Christmas is
celebrated all around the world. Approximately 45%, which is
equivalent to 2275 million people, join in the celebrations. Each
country celebrates in their own way, some at different times and
dates, which lead to a variety of different Christmas Customs
Around the World!

 


Christmas is
one of the most widely celebrated holiday's in the world. In the
Christian calendar Christmas is the feast of the nativity of Jesus
which is celebrated in Christian countries around the world on 25
December. The day is a celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ and
the hope, unity and love that he represents. It is a celebrated in
peace and generosity which is directed to loved ones, friends and
family. Christmas customs and traditions are symbolized by familiar
symbols and icons that have come to represent the spirit and
Meaning of Christmas.

 


How do each of
the countries celebrate? What symbols can be found in their homes?
When do they celebrate? What special food and drinks are enjoyed?
Do they give gifts and presents? Does the figure of Santa Claus
form part of their Customs or is Saint Nicholas used as their
figure? Do they have similar symbols, customs and Customs
associated with the Yule Log, Plum Pudding, the Bells, the songs,
evergreens such as the holly and the ivy, stockings, the tree, the
Advent Wreath, the candles, the lights, the cards, decorations,
ornaments and baubles, reindeer, elves and the gifts?

 


Different
countries celebrate in their own way including different dates,
food, drinks which lead to a variety of diverse traditions around
the World! Discover the celebrations, gift giving, Santa Claus and
other customs followed in Argentina, Australia, Canada, Cuba, Costa
Rica, Denmark, England, France, Germany, Great Britain, Hawaii,
Holland, Hungary, Jamaica, Japan, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Latin America, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Puerto Rico, Portugal, Russia
and Spain.

 


The custom of
using a special greeting during the festive season and the start of
the New Year is given by different people all over the world, it is
part of their Christmas Customs. There are many different greetings
around the world which translate to " Merry Christmas", " Happy
Christmas", Seasons Greetings" and "Happy New Year" and these
greetings have been included in the specific sections in our
articles about different countries and their Christmas Customs
Around the World.
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The Meaning of
Christmas




 


The meaning the
word 'Christmas' is derived from "Cristes Maesse", an early English
phrase that means "Mass of Christ." Christmas is a combination of
the words "Christ's Mass". In the Christian calendar Christmas is
the feast of the nativity of Jesus which is celebrated in Christian
countries around the world on 25 December. The day is a celebration
of the birth of Jesus Christ and the hope that he represents. It is
a celebrated in peace and generosity which is directed to loved
ones, friends and family.

 


Some quotes
encompass the meaning of Christmas this festive time of the
year:

 


Christmas means
fellowship, feasting, giving and receiving, a time of good cheer,
home.

 


Christmas waves
a magic wand over this world, and behold, everything is softer and
more beautiful.

 


Christmas is
the season for kindling the fire of hospitality in the hall, the
genial flame of charity in the heart.

 


The word has
been variously spelt at different periods. The following are
obsolete forms of it found in old English writings: Crystmasse,
Cristmes, Cristmas, Crestenmes, Crestenmas, Cristemes, Cristynmes,
Crismas, Kyrsomas, Xtemas, Cristesmesse, Cristemasse, Crystenmas,
Crystynmas, Chrystmas,Chrystemes, Chrystemasse, Chrystymesse,
Cristenmas, Christenmas, Christmass and Christmes.

 


Xmas' is a
common, written abbreviation of the word 'Christmas'. Many
retailers use the shortened written term 'Merry Xmas' to reduce
advertising copy. The term 'Xmas' has been frowned upon in many
countries for many years because it was believed that the word
'Xmas' took Christ out of Christmas, to literally "cross out
Christ". However, in classical Greek, the letter Χ (chi), is the
first letter of Christ, and it, or the similar Roman letter X, was
used as an abbreviation for Christ during the 1700's and was not
meant as disrespectful word.

 


The meaning in
France is the French word 'Noël'. In Italian by 'Il Natale', which,
together with its cognate term in Spanish, is simply a contraction
of 'dies natalis' meaning "the birthday."

 


In France it
has also been called 'Noël' or 'Nowel'. As to the derivation of the
word 'Noël', some say it is a contraction of the French 'nouvelles'
(tidings), 'les bonnes nouvelles', that is "The good news of the
Gospel".

Others take it
as an abbreviation of the Gascon or Provençal 'nadaü', 'nadal',
which means the same as the Latin 'natalis', that is, 'dies
natalis', "the birthday."

Some say 'Noël'
is a corruption of 'Yule', 'Jule', or 'Ule', meaning "The festival
of the sun." The name 'Yule' is still applied to the festival in
some countries in the Northern hemisphere.

Wales - the
word is represented in Welsh by 'Nadolig', which signifies "the
natal, or birth"
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Christmas Pagan
Origins




 


How are
Christmas customs connected with the ancients? What are the Pagan
origins of many of our traditional Christmas Customs? Many of the
Christian religious anniversaries were originally fixed at cardinal
points of the year, without any reference to the dates of the
events which they commemorated. Important Christian religious
events were fixed at important dates around the autumnal equinox
and the winter solstice.

 


Long before,
and long after, Jesus was born December 25 was the shortest day of
the year - the day when there is less sunlight than on any other
day. Christmas was therefore fixed at the time of the year when the
most celebrated festivals of the ancients were held in honour of
the return of the sun which at the winter solstice begins gradually
to regain power and to ascend apparently in the horizon. On the
shortest day of the year ancient pagan people worshipped the sun
which included prayers and offerings to their Sun God to ensure
that the sun returned to give them a good summer.

 


The Pagan
Saxon, Vikings and other northern nations kept a festival at this
time of the year in honour of Thor, in which they mingled feasting,
drinking, and dancing with sacrifices and religious rites. It was
called Yule, or Jule, a term of which the derivation has caused
dispute amongst antiquaries. The word 'Yule' is believed by some to
mean a festival, and others who believe that Iol, or Iul (spelt in
various ways), is a primitive word which conveyed the idea of
Revolution or Wheel, and applicable therefore to the return of the
sun.

 


The Roman
Empire and the tradition of the Roman pagan holiday of Saturnalia
was also observed near the winter solstice. It is the belief of
many that the 25th December was chosen in order to substitute the
joy of a Christian festival for the license of the Pagan Saturnalia
which were kept during this season. The Pagan winter festivals of
the Romans were connected with agricultural life. The sowing of the
next year's crop was commemorated in the ancient festival of the
Saturnalia on December 17. The most famous features of this Roman
Pagan festival was the freedom and license of the slaves and the
giving and receiving of gifts and presents. Towards the end of the
feast, when the sun was on its return, and the world was considered
to be renovated, a king or ruler was chosen, with considerable
power granted to him during his 'reign', where may of the
Twelfth-Night revels sprang from, mingled with those in honour of
the Manifestation and Adoration of the Magi.
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When was Jesus
Born?




 


During the
festive season many people ask the question "When was Jesus born?".
Jesus was born nearly two thousand years ago, long before accurate
records were kept or birth certificates given. So nobody knows for
sure on which day Jesus was born nor whether Jesus was born in the
winter or the summer.

 


Whether the
25th of December, which is now observed as Christmas Day, correctly
fixes the period of the year when Christ was born is still
doubtful, although it is a question upon which there has been much
controversy. Many regard the Biblical event detailed in the Bible
of the flocks and shepherds in the open field, which was recorded
by St. Luke, as indicative of spring rather than winter. As there
were no accurate records of when Jesus was born, someone had to
make the decision of when this momentous event should be
celebrated...

 


Clement of
Alexandria was an early Christian scholar and theologian, and one
of the most distinguished of the early fathers of the Christian
Church. From Clement of Alexandria (c.150 - c. 215) it appears,
that when the first efforts were made to fix the season of the
Advent, there were advocates for the 20th of May, and for the 20th
or 21st of April. Some early communities of Christians celebrated
the festival on the 1st or 6th of January; others on the 29th of
March which was the time of the Jewish Passover. Other Christians
observed it on the 29th of September, the Feast of Tabernacles.

 


Julius I.,
Bishop of Rome (A.D. 337-352), contended that the 25th of December
was the date of the birth of Jesus Christ, a view to which the
majority of the Eastern Church ultimately came round, while the
Church of the West adopted the view from the East that the birth
was on the 6th of January.

 


John Chrysostom
(c. 347–407), Archbishop of Constantinople, was an important Early
Church Father. His influence was such that, during and after the
life of St. Chrysostom, Christmas was observed on the 25th of
December in both East and West alike. Although the date of birth
had been commonly adopted people then started to look at the year
of the birth of Jesus...

 


Dionysius
Exiguus (c. 470 – c. 544) was a "most learned abbot of the city of
Rome" and author of a treatise on elementary mathematics. Dionysius
Exiguus is famous as the inventor of the Anno Domini era, which is
used to number the years of both the Gregorian calendar and the
Julian calendar. Dionysius disliked using a Roman table which ended
with Diocletion 247. He added a new 95-year table with numbered
Anni Domini Nostri Jesu Christi (Years of our Lord Jesus Christ)
because, as he explained to Petronius, he did not wish to continue
the memory of a tyrant who persecuted Christians.

 


The Anno Domini
era became dominant in Western Europe only after it was used by the
Venerable Bede (c673 - 735) to date the events in his
Ecclesiastical History of the English People, which he completed in
731. The confusion and complications of various tables and
calendars ended and the Nativity was placed as A.D. 1.
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 Where was Jesus
born?

 


 


During the
festive season many people ask the question "Where was Jesus
born?". To answer this question the most conventional route are via
the words written about the birth of Jesus which can be found in
the Holy Bible.

 


The gospel of
the evangelist Matthew tells us that "Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea (now Palestine) in the days of Herod the king." Luke 2:1-7
describes Joseph and Mary as both being residents of Nazareth in
the Galilee. They had to travel the approximately 90 miles from
Nazareth, in Galilee, to Bethlehem, in Judea, in order to take part
in the Roman census which was obligatory due to the Roman's system
of taxation. The Bible tells that Jesus was born while they were in
Bethlehem.

 


The town of
Bethlehem is in the West Bank, some six miles south of Jerusalem
which was in the southern region of Judea at the time of the birth
of Jesus. Nazareth is in the northern Galilee region more than 90
miles away from Bethlehem.

 


From the
Narratives of Matthew and Luke it is written that he was born in
Bethlehem.

 


It came to pass
in those days, that there went out a decree from Cesar Augustus,
that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be taxed, every
one into his own city. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David which is
called Bethlehem (because he was of the house and lineage of
David), to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child.

 


Micah also
mentions Bethlehem as the place of His birth. According to the
Bible, Jesus was born in Bethlehem where he was laid in a manger
because there was no room in the inn.

 


So it was,
that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered. She brought forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because
there was no room for them in the inn.

 


The assumption
has been that Jesus was born in a stable, due to the reference to a
manger, however Justin Martyr, a Christian who lived less than a
century after the time of Jesus Christ places the scene of the
Nativity in a cave. Justin Martyr (100–165) was an early Christian.
Justin Martyr was born at Shechem which lay on the high road going
north from Jerusalem. He places the scene of the Nativity in a
cave. Over this cave has risen the Church and Convent of the
Nativity, and there is a stone slab with a star cut in it to mark
the spot where the Saviour was born.
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Christmas
Eve






 


Christmas Eve
is celebrated on December 24, which is the evening before Christmas
Day, which celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. All round the
world every country has various customs and traditions which have
evolved over time. This article provides facts and information
about some of the traditions and customs which are adhered to on
Christmas Eve in different countries.

 


Some facts and
information about the traditions of Christmas Eve around the world.
Christmas Eve traditions and customs have changed as time passes,
but many have been followed for years:



 


- Many people
attend Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve.

 


- On Christmas
Eve (Noche Buena) many children from Latin American put their shoes
out for the Christ child (El Nino Jesus, "the infant Jesus.") to
fill with candy and small gifts

 


- Tamales are a
delicacy many Latin American countries on Christmas Eve. Tamales
are a favorite festive dish which consist of a steam-cooked corn
dough which are filled with meats, cheese and sliced chilli
peppers

 


- In Denmark,
December 24 is referred to as Juleaften (meaning "Yule Eve"). Santa
Claus is known as Julemanden (meaning "the Yule Man")

 


- In Germany
gift-giving (Bescherung) usually takes place on Xmas Eve when gifts
are sometimes brought by the Weihnachtsmann (meaning "Christmas
man"), who is a similar character to Santa Claus

 


- Bacalao a la
vizcaina is popular dish in Mexico on Xmas Eve. Bacalao a la
vizcaina consists of dried salted cod served with potatoes,
tomatoes, onions, olives and red peppers

 


- A dish of
dried cod with boiled potatoes is popular in Portugal on Xmas Eve
.

 


- On Xmas Eve
in Russia the meal is called “The "Holy Supper" and consists of
twelve servings in honor of the 12 apostles.

 


- On Christmas
Eve the 'Vigilia di Natale' is a traditional dinner where "feast of
the seven fishes" is enjoyed by Italians.

 


Christmas Eve
is the time Western children look forward to! It is the night that
Santa Claus and his sleigh, pulled by magical flying reindeer, fly
around the world stopping at the homes of children to deliver gifts
ready to be opened on Christmas Day. Children are taught that Santa
will check whether they have been Naughty or Nice before leaving
the gifts. Santa Claus and his reindeer and sleigh are often
depicted flying across the night skies and landing on the rooftops
of houses. Santa traditionally accesses the houses by sliding down
the chimney to deliver his gifts.
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 Different
Names for Santa Claus

 


 


There are many
different versions of the Santa Claus character all around the
world. Many of these different characters have derived from the
figure of Saint Nicholas. But the traditions surrounding Santa
Claus incorporates many Christian, Catholic and even Pagan
influences. There are similar characters to Santa Claus who
originated in Scandinavia, Holland, Germany and England. These
characters have a variety of different names for Santa Claus.

 


Christkind
("The Christ-child") and the Christkindl (Christ Child's messenger)
is the traditional Christmas gift-bringer in regions of Austria,
the Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Liechtenstein, Switzerland,
Slovakia, Hungary, parts of Hispanic America. Many different names
for Santa Claus, or gift givers, are:

 


United Kingdom
- Father Christmas

USA - Santa,
Kris Kringle, St Nick

Mexico - Santo Clós

Latin America - Papa Noel

Canada, France, Belgium - Pere
Noel

Italy - Babbo Natale

Hawaii -
Kanakaloka

Netherlands -
Kerstman

Germany -
Weihnachtsmann

Hungary -
Mikulas (St. Nicholas)

Austria -
Christkind

Denmark -
Julemanden

Finland -
Joulupukki

Germany -
Weihnachtsmann

Iceland -
Jolasveinn

Norway -
Julenissen

Portugal - Pai
Natal

Sweden -
Jultomten

Turkey - Noel
Baba

Poland - Swiety
Mikolaj

Japan - Hoteiosho

Russia - Ded Moroz

Brazil - Papai Noel

China - Dun Che Lao Ren

France - Pere
Noel

Hungary -
Mikulas

India -
Christmas Baba in Hindi and Christmas Thaathaa in Tamil

Holland -
Sinterklaas or Sinter Klaas

Ireland - Santy
or Daidí na Nollag (Father Christmas)
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 Santa’s
Reindeer

 


 


Everyone knows
the name of Rudolf (the Red Nosed Reindeer) but everyone gets stuck
on the full list of the names of Santa's eight reindeer. If you are
into playing a Christmas Quiz, this is always a question that comes
up! So, let's start off with a list of the names of Santa's eight
reindeer and put everyone out of their misery!

 


The List Names
of Santa's Eight Reindeer:



Dasher

Dancer

Prancer

Vixen

Comet

Cupid

Donner
(thunder)

Blitzen
(lightning)



The Names of
Santa's Eight Reindeer originated from the famous poem Twas the
Night before Christmas (also known as 'A Visit from St. Nicholas'
by Clement Clarke Moore which was first published in 1823. The
number of Santa's reindeer are also often in question! In this
famous poem Rudolph the red nosed reindeer was not mentioned -
there were definitely only eight reindeer pulling Santa's sleigh -
the number of Santa's reindeer is eight! These eight reindeers were
special, they were a team of magical, flying reindeer who were
"more rapid than eagles". This is illustrated in this extract from
the famous poem:

 


The moon on
the breast of the new-fallen snow

Gave the
lustre of mid-day to objects below.

When, what to
my wondering eyes should appear,

But a
miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer.

 


The Order of
Names of Santa's Eight Reindeer

The Names of
Santa's Eight Reindeer were later mentioned in the Clement Clarke
Moore poem in the following verse:

 


"More rapid
than eagles his coursers they came,

And he
whistled, and shouted, and called them by name!

 


Now Dasher!
now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen!

On, Comet! On,
Cupid! on, on Donner and Blitzen!

To the top of
the porch! to the top of the wall!

Now dash away!
Dash away! Dash away all!"

 


So there we
have it there were originally only eight reindeers and the names of
Santa's Eight Reindeer in order of the poem were Dasher, Dancer,
Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen. In later editions
of the poem two of the eight reindeer names were changed to German
spellings of Donder and Blitzen. Then in time the Dutch spellings
of the names also changed to Dunder and Blixem.

 


The List of
Names of Santa's Eight Reindeer convey speed, elegance, love, power
and strength.

 


Dasher -
Conveying speed

Dancer - Beauty
and elegance

Prancer -
Spirited

Comet -
Comparing the reindeer to the speed and the appearance of a
comet

Cupid -
Love

Donner (Dutch
word) - Powerful, exciting and mysterious as thunder

Blitzen (Dutch
word) - As fast as lightning

Vixen - Name
used to rhyme with Blitzen!
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 Santa Claus Good
Bad List

 


 


All children
and kids know that Santa Claus keeps a good bad list. He knows
whether children have been naughty or nice!

 


Santa Claus
Good Bad List by Thomas Nast

 


"Ah! Here is a
picture. Oh, children, just look

At the names of
the good little girls in his book,

And a long list
of names of the good little boys,

Who never
disturb Pa and Ma with their noise."

 


The legend of
the Santa Claus Good Bad List tells that he makes a long list of
children throughout the world, categorizing them according to their
behaviour ("naughty" or "nice" - "good" or "bad") and that he
delivers presents and other gifts including all types of toys to
all of the good boys and girls in the world. The legend or story
tells that if kids have been "bad" the naughty children are left
with coal! It gets worse the naughty children are then expected to
clean the coal! Hence the legend of the Santa Claus Good Bad
List!
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Where Does
Santa Claus Live? The Legend




 


The legend of
Santa Claus tells that he lives in the cold, far, far north of the
world and the North Pole is the northernmost point on Earth, which
explains its connection with Santa Claus. The legend of Santa Claus
is that he travels from his home in the North Pole, where he lives
with his wife Mrs. Claus, and visits all the children in the world
on Christmas Eve (December 24th). During the year the legendary
figure and his helpers, who are elves, work together in their
workshop making toys for boys and girls. These toys and gifts are
delivered to the children by Santa Claus on his magic sleigh.

 


Where exactly
is the North Pole? The North Pole is located in the northernmost
point on Earth in the middle of the Arctic Ocean. The Arctic Circle
city of Rovaniemi in Finland and the Alaskan city of North Pole
both claim to be the legendary home of Santa Clause. Only a magical
figure like Santa Claus, or Father Christmas as he is called in the
UK, could possibly live in such a place. This adds to his legend
and explains why he is never seen by anyone else!

 


The tradition
of sending letters to Santa Claus has grown in popularity over the
years and the methods of contacting him have changed considerably!
This is due to innovations in technology in the modern world. The
old tradition of sending letters to Santa Claus did not require a
contact address - letters were simply put on to an open fire where
they would turn into smoke and go up the chimney, magically finding
its way to the North Pole! Modern heating systems have made it
impossible to follow this old tradition! But children still want to
contact him! They want a mailing address or in recent times an
email address or phone number so that they can chat to Santa
Claus!

 


The US Mailing
address is as follows:

 


Santa
Claus,

P.O. Box
56099,

North Pole,

Alaska

99705

 


His mailing
address in Great Britain is as follows:

 


Father
Christmas (Santa Claus),

Santa’s
Grotto,


Reindeerland,

SAN TA1

 


His mailing
address in Canada (via the national postal service, Canada Post) is
as follows:

 


Santa
Claus,

North Pole,

Canada

H0H 0H0

 


His mailing
address in Finland is as follows:

 


Santa
Claus,

Santa Claus
Village,

FIN-96930

Arctic
Circle,

Finland
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Tracking Santa
Claus




On Christmas
Eve the North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD) has become
involved in tracking Santa on Christmas Eve! NORAD is a bi-national
United States and Canadian organization which is responsible for
missions of aerospace warning and aerospace control for North
America. All very serious stuff, so how on earth did NORAD get
involved in tracking Santa on Christmas Eve? The story started in
1955 when a a little girl phoned a telephone number, which had been
incorrectly detailed in a newspaper, and called NORAD. Her call was
answered by Colonel Harry Shoup. She told him that she wanted to
know the whereabouts of Santa Claus and Col. Shoup told her that he
would check the RADAR. The tradition of tracking Santa on Christmas
Eve was born!

 


 


Tracking Santa
Claus - The Mistake!

 


Apparently the
story started in 1955 when someone made a small mistake. A
Sears-Roebuck store placed an advert in The Gazette in Colorado
Springs telling children to dial a number if they wanted to talk to
Santa Claus. The advert went along the following lines:

 


"Hey kiddies,
do you want to talk to Santa? Dial this number..."

 


Nice idea! But
the telephone number that was printed was incorrect - just one
digit was missing. On Christmas Eve 1955 a little girl decided that
she would like to talk to Santa Claus and phoned the number given
in the newspaper. The small typographical error resulted in a big
mistake. The telephone number the Continental Air Defense Command
(CONAD) Operations Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado!

 


The call from
this little girl in Colorado Springs was answered by Colonel Harry
Shoup. She told him that she wanted to know the whereabouts of
Santa Claus. Had he been a lesser man, Col. Shoup might well have
just replied that she had got the wrong number but instead he told
her that he would check the RADAR. There many other calls from kids
that Christmas Eve all answered by the staff who were on duty at
CONAD. Colonel Harry Shoup would later be referred to as 'Santa
Colonel'. The tradition of tracking Santa Claus had started!

 


The tradition
started by CONAD was continued by the North American Aerospace
Defense Command (NORAD) when it was formed in 1958. It was an
excellent Public Relations exercise which continues to gain pace
and fresh innovations more than 50 years after it began.

 


NORAD produced
stories of how their powerful tracking systems were used in
tracking Santa Claus from his home in the the North Pole to
delivering his presents to children in North America. In recent
years they extended their service to tracking Santa Claus around
the world. Every Christmas Eve, several hundred volunteers staff
telephone hotlines and computers to answer calls and e-mails from
children (and adults) from around the world.

 


There are live
updates which are provided on the NORAD Tracks Santa Web Site. A
map tracking Santa Claus, is updated every five minutes, showing a
Santa's current location. The site is also updated each hour to
show a CGI-rendered Santa Claus flying over one or more major
cities in the time zone where it is midnight. The website receives
a billion hits from over 200 countries around the world. Nearly one
million people called the NORAD Tracks Santa hotline and nearly
50,000 e-mails were received from children around the world.

 


The tracking
Santa Claus facility is available from December 1. The Official
NORAD Santa Tracker website address is as follows:

 



www.noradsanta.org

 


On December 24,
Christmas Eve, you can phone and enquire about the whereabouts of
Santa Claus at NORAD. The NORAD Tracks Santa Operations Center is
fully operational beginning at 4:00 a.m. MST on December 24. To
find out where he is located dial Santa's phone number at NORAD as
follows:

 


US Toll Free
Phone Number - Dial 1-877-HI-NORAD (1-877-446-6723)

US Phone Number
- Dial 1 877 HI-NORAD (1 877 556-5211)

Phone number
outside the United States - Dial 1-719-556-5211

 


A NORAD staff
member will reply when you dial Santa's phone number and provide
details of Santa's last known location!
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The Origin and History of Santa Claus - How Santa Claus got his
name

 


 


The History of
Santa Claus dates back many hundreds of years. The history of Santa
Claus started with a man called Nicholas, who became a saint -
Saint Nicholas, the Patron Saint of children. The Feast of
Sinterklaas, or St. Nicholas, is celebrated by the Dutch on
December 6th. On the eve of his feast day (December 5th)
Sinterklaas is celebrated by exchanging gifts. The evening is
called "sinterklaasavond" and is especially for children. In
America Sinterklaas developed into the name of Santa Claus.

 


The modern
traditions and history associated with the Dutch Sinterklaas are
believed to originate from the illustrated children's book ‘Sint
Nicolaas en zijn knecht’ (Saint Nicholas and his helper) which was
written in 1850 by a schoolteacher named Jan Schenkman (1806–1863).
This book introduced the concept of Sinterklaas delivering presents
through the chimney and riding the roofs of houses.

 


Washington
Irving is best known for his short stories "The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow" and "Rip Van Winkle". The legendary figure and icon that we
now know as Santa Claus was influenced by various authors, poets
and illustrators. In 1812 the American author named Washington
Irving (1783 – 1859) wrote 'A History of New York' in which he
included a dream sequence which featured St. Nicholas soaring over
treetops in a flying wagon, an American departure, by Washington
Irving, from Sinterklaas or Sinter Klaas.

 


It is
interesting to note that the very first Santa pictures often
depicted him wearing a variety of different color coats including
green, blue and mauve.

 


Other writers
started to add to the history of Santa Claus. The famous poem "A
Visit from St. Nicholas" also known today by its opening line T'was
the night before Christmas was written in 1822 by Clement Clarke
Moore. In this famous poem St. Nick is described as a "little old
driver" riding a "miniature sleigh".

 


Another huge
influence on the origin and history was when the poem 'Santa Claus
and his Works' was written by George P. Webster (which also
influenced the image of Santa Claus). The imagination of a
cartoonist called Thomas Nast added ideas to this poem and changed
the image still further. Initially Thomas Nast drew Santa as elf
size with a flowing beard, a rotund shape, a fur suit and a clay
pipe. Nast then changed the height of Santa changed from elf size
to man size but in his picture dated 1881 called 'Merry Old Santa
Claus' the Santa picture that we see is now very similar to the the
modern day image. Please refer to our section on Santa Pictures for
examples of these early pictures of Santa Claus.

 


History moved
on when in 1885 a Boston printer named Louis Prang introduced
Christmas cards from England to America and in 1885 one of his
Christmas cards featured a red-suited Santa Claus. The modern day
depiction or picture of Santa Claus wearing a red coat became
standard in the 1920's.

 


In 1931 an
illustrator named Haddon H. Sundblom started working for the
Coca-Cola company. From 1931 - 1964 he produced Santa pictures
every Christmas depicting Santa in his red coat as part of the
Coca-Cola Christmas advertising campaigns. These Santa pictures by
Haddon H. Sundblom captured the merry spirit of Christmas, caught
the imagination of the public and added to the History of Santa
Claus.
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Father
Christmas




 


Father
Christmas is the traditional character that children in many
English speaking countries, especially the United Kingdom,
associate with the festive time of the year. The Father Christmas
character has influenced the development of the Santa Claus
character in the United States. However the two characters are now
so close that most people now consider Father Christmas and Santa
Claus to be interchangeable. But each of these icons have a
different history and totally different origins behind them.

To understand
the emergence of Father Christmas in England we need to take a look
at history. The presentation of gifts on Christmas day was an
English custom of very great antiquity dating back to the pagan
past and the Romans. In 1419, the practice of giving gifts had
become badly corrupted, and the abuse had to be repressed. Hence we
find the following "Regulation made that the Serjeants and other
officers of the Mayor, Sheriffs, or City, shall not beg for
Christmas gifts". The Middle Ages saw the emergence of festive fun
at Christmas and the Lord of Misrule and the Master of the revels
were introduced. The customs related to the Wassail were also
followed giving way to some bawdy behaviour. The religious
Protestant reformation in England had the effect of cutting the
ties with the Catholic religion, and all of the saints, including
Saint Nicholas who formed part of the basis for the American Santa
Claus. The Protestant reformers also banned Christmas but it was
reinstated when King Charles II was restored to the throne of
England.

 


The character
of Father Christmas dates back at least as far as the 1600's in
Britain. Pictures of Father Christmas survive from that time in
history and portray him as a fat, bearded man dressed in a long,
green, fur-lined robe. The Victorian era brought increased
prosperity to Great Britain bringing about new traditions such as
sending cards, the Tree and giving gifts. In time the legend and
story of the American Santa Claus has merged with Father Christmas
- they are now viewed as one and the same character.

 


- Lapland is
considered to be the traditional home of Father Christmas, although
some now belive he lives at the North Pole

 


- Mince Pies
and a glass of sherry are traditionally left as a gift for Father
Christmas

 


- Father
Christmas is believed to ride across the skies in a sleigh pulled
by reindeers

 


- Traditionally
letters were written to Father Christmas and thrown on the fire
where they went up in smoke and were magically sent to his home

 


- Children hang
up their stockings on Christmas Eve

 


- Children are
told that he will not come unless they are fast asleep
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