Praise for The 11 Be Attitudes of Prosperity
Superb! This may be the most important book you read this year. David White, a nationally recognized financial professional, is uniquely qualified to talk about wealth management from a Biblical perspective. The book is a powerful collection of Biblical nuggets, facts, and humorous stories calling the church for a resurgence to live the authentic Christian life with an eternal perspective.
Dr. Charles Webb, President, Spring Arbor University
David White has written a delightful book. Drawing on his experience as a financial planner, a CPA and a tax attorney, David weaves together these areas of expertise with his profound understanding of Christian teaching. This is not a get rich quick scheme, but much like the wisdom of Solomon found in Proverbs, David helps us understand the cause and effect reasoning that guides so many of life’s most important financial and career decisions. What we do matters. How we believe and behave matters. You will find many of his examples humorous as well as finding your own life circumstances sprinkled across the text.
Dr. Gayle D. Beebe, President, Westmont College
The Bible has much to say about money, and people have money problems, both those who are wealthy and poor. In fact, there is more about money in the Bible than about many other so-called spiritual topics. People have problems because they need to know or to heed what God says about money.
David White has written a simple but highly helpful book that offers wisdom from God’s Word to help us with the problems we have with money. Following his counsels could just be God’s timely response to the most basic life challenges that threaten the fullness of life He plans for you!
Dr. David Kendall, Bishop, Free Methodist Church
David White practices what he preaches. David knows what it means to BE a man of integrity, to BE honest, to BE Biblically faithful, and to BE Christlike. The BE Attitudes that follow are authored by someone who BEhaves in a manner that is consistent with what he BElieves. This book is the BEst! Read it and BE blessed!
Dr. Everett Piper, President,
Oklahoma Wesleyan University
Very well done, so practical, readable, and helpful. “Follow the money” is a two-way street. One way is a fast track propelled by self-interest toward a dead-end. The other way is a disciplined drive guided by the Holy Spirit toward the blessings of self-giving and for the glory of God. David White shows us God’s way in a Biblically-grounded, creatively-written, and delightfully-readable book that you will not want to miss.
Dr. David McKenna, Past President,
Asbury Theological Seminary,
Seattle Pacific University, Spring Arbor University
What a great book! I highly recommend The 11 Be Attitudes of Prosperity. I found the book to be very helpful and the material to be insightful, informative and engaging. David’s expertise and warmth are in evidence throughout the book. I would recommend this book to be used in Bible study and small group settings. This is a book that you will refer to often. A much needed book on an important topic.
Dr. Ronald Blake, Senior Pastor
Detroit First Church of the Nazarene
David White has written a marvelous book that inspires and informs us on the principles of being high performers of accumulating wealth. In a cogent, humorous and lively way, David teaches us how building wealth can help build a bigger Kingdom. This is a book we should all have on our shelves.
Dr. Michael Miletic, Sports Psychiatrist
Ex World Class Athlete
The 11 Be Attitudes of Prosperity
Be Grateful
Blessed are the grateful, for theirs is a life of joy.
Be Debt Free
Blessed are the debt free, for theirs is a life full of comfort and peace.
Be Obedient
Blessed are the obedient, for theirs is a life of abundance.
Be a Cheerful Giver
Blessed are the cheerful givers, for God will outgive them.
Be Generous with Yourself
Blessed are the generous who pay themselves second, for their wealth will accumulate rapidly.
Be Careful
Blessed are the careful, for they will succeed.
Be Calculating
Blessed are the calculating, for they will build a house upon a rock.
Be an Owner - Not a Loaner
Blessed are the owners, for their accounts will overflow.
Be Active
Blessed are the active, for their plans will be accomplished.
Be Educated
Blessed are the educated, for they will succeed and prosper.
Be on the Right Path
Blessed are those on the right path, for they will see God.
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This is a simple book.
Simple to read.
Simple to remember.
And the rules simply work.
However, simple does not mean easy or sudden. This book is not a get rich quick scheme. It is a get rich s-l-o-w-l-y set of rules. Apply them, and over time you can accumulate wealth. Ignore them, and you risk spending your retirement eating dog food while you shiver in a cold, government subsidized apartment.
The rules for losing weight are simple, eat less and exercise more. It’s the application that’s difficult and challenging. There are countless weight loss books and while many work, most diets fail because the application of these rules is difficult to maintain. The 11 Be Attitudes of Prosperity are different from dieting rules in one very important and powerful way: their application is not painful.
Most people’s finances don’t require an extreme makeover. On the television program Extreme Home Makeover, a wrecking ball and bulldozer demolish the old home. A forklift clears the lot so nothing is left of the old house. Then, the totally new construction begins. Nothing of the old remains; all is new. On the contrary, achieving your wealth goals, controlling your money, and being financially secure is not so drastic and difficult to accomplish. The vast majority of people need a minor financial makeover that is relatively painless and easy to implement. It’s equivalent to: paint this room, move some furniture, plant some flowers.
Achieving your wealth goals will take some of your time and energy. The result of small changes can dramatically alter your future. Simple Be Attitudes with small lifestyle changes can yield powerful results. These Be Attitudes put money to work for you so you don’t have to work so hard for your money.
The old saying is, “You cannot have your cake and eat it too,” meaning you have to choose between cake and a flat belly. The choice is not so drastic and harsh with your finances. Polishing a portfolio, systematic savings, intelligent spending, and controlling debt are simple strategies that will help secure your financial future. Financially, you can have your cake and eat it too. This book is about choosing the correct cake and eating it with gratitude.
The African leader who established the country of Ethiopia was Emperor Menelik II. As a devout Christian, he believed in the power of the Bible. He believed the Bible could cure any illness. Anytime he felt sick, he would eat a few pages of the Bible.
Menelik suffered a stroke in 1913. He ate the entire book of 1 Kings in an effort to cure himself. He died soon thereafter, possibly from an obstruction of his bowels caused by the scripture he digested.
Please don’t eat this book. Digest the concepts, adopt and apply the attitudes, and I believe you will become financially healthy.
The Beatitudes are found in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:3-12. Specifically, Matthew quotes Jesus saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
During Jesus’ day, the Pharisees put an emphasis on outward acts of righteousness. These religious leaders thought what people did outwardly was far more important than what people were acting upon inwardly. Jesus knew that right inward attitudes are critically important.
Jesus turned the Pharisees’ world upside down. As the promised King, Jesus alone knew that people could enter the kingdom of God only through accepting God’s forgiveness through him. He stressed that such acceptance was evidenced in inner attitudes, not outward actions. He said that the man who was truly blessed and happy, the man who was truly to be envied, was the one who possessed such character traits as humility, remorse, mercy and purity. Jesus’ stress on personal godliness stood in sharp contrast to the false outward righteousness that the Pharisees demanded.
Promise Keepers Men’s Study Bible
Note on Matthew 5:3-10
The 11 Be Attitudes of Prosperity are:
Blessed are the grateful, for theirs is a life of joy.
Blessed are the debt free, for theirs is a life full of comfort and peace.
Blessed are the obedient, for theirs is a life of abundance.
Blessed are the cheerful givers, for God will
outgive them.
Blessed are the generous who pay themselves second, for their wealth will accumulate rapidly.
Blessed are the careful, for they will succeed.
Blessed are the calculating, for they will build a house upon a rock.
Blessed are the owners, for their accounts will overflow.
Blessed are the active, for their plans will be accomplished.
Blessed are the educated, for they will succeed and prosper.
Blessed are those on the right path, for they will see God.
Please understand The Be Attitudes of Prosperity are not scripture. They are based on scripture. Each Be Attitude of Prosperity is drawn directly from and supported by scripture. I am not elevating or equating The Be Attitudes of Prosperity to scripture.
They are the result of my lifetime of thinking, studying, practicing, and advising of financial matters with a Biblical perspective. After reviewing Jesus’ Beatitudes from the Sermon on the Mount, The Be Attitudes of Prosperity just flowed from my mind to the paper. So, while they are not scripture, I truly believe the Holy Spirit guided my thoughts as I wrote them.
The Be Attitudes of Prosperity are modeled after Jesus’ Beatitudes in that, in each one, someone is blessed with a tangible or intangible reward because of an attribute, action or attitude. The Be Attitudes of Prosperity contain the logical and scripture-based conclusion of that attitude.
I have added contemporary stories and modern applications to Biblical teachings. For example, Jesus never mentioned credit cards because they didn’t exist until nearly two thousand years later. But He certainly had much to say about the use of credit which directly applies to the use of credit cards today.
One definition of attitude is a state of mind or a feeling with regard to a person or thing. The Be Attitudes of Prosperity are a state of mind that may determine your financial future. All the stories are true except when I indicate they are legend or a joke. Whenever possible, I have attributed a thought, quote, or concept to its original source.
The Beatitudes apply to life, all aspects of life. The Be Attitudes of Prosperity deal with a slice of life, money. Just like Jesus’ Beatitudes shape your inner attitudes about life, The Be Attitudes of Prosperity should help shape your inner attitudes about money. Develop these inner attitudes and your outward actions will be pleasing to God. Then, God will bless your finances.
“Hot dog!” I hear you scream, “Now I’ll be rich. I’ll get a McMansion, a Mercedes, and a Rolex. Where do I sign up?” No, not so fast. That’s not how it works. If that misconception were true, all Christians throughout the world would be rich. All Christians throughout history would have been wealthy. Everyone would convert to Christianity in a heartbeat.
Here’s the analogy: if you eat healthy and exercise regularly, you will probably live longer than if you are a couch potato scarfing down chocolate cream-filled donuts. However, a healthy lifestyle doesn’t guarantee you a long, healthy life. Fit people still die.
Jim Fixx was a great runner. He wrote the best-selling book, The Complete Book of Running and is credited with igniting the fitness revolution many years ago. He popularized physical exercise as a pathway to health and longevity. In supreme irony, Jim Fixx died of a heart attack after his daily run. He was only 52. Long distance running had not made him invincible to heart disease.
Jim Fixx had a congenitally enlarged heart and was genetically predisposed to heart disease. Running helped him lose 60 pounds, quit smoking, and probably lengthened his life considerably. Running didn’t guarantee him a long life, but it did give him a better, healthier, and in all likelihood, a longer life.
Likewise, becoming a Christian will not guarantee you prosperity. However, I believe following God’s principles regarding money will make you better off financially than if you follow the world’s flawed philosophy of how to manage your money.
If He does bless you financially beyond what you can imagine, it is not to impress your friends with expensive cars, homes or toys. It is to further God’s Kingdom. He is providing you with tools - and money is a tool - to build His Kingdom for His glory, not your glory. Wealth is not always a sign of God’s favor, but it can be. Poverty is not always a sign of God’s disfavor, but it can be. Neither is being poor a sign of being spiritual. You can not and should not attempt to judge a man’s spirituality by the thickness of his wallet.
It’s been argued the wealthy should give away all they have. Yet, if you as a Christian gave away all your wealth, you would be broke and homeless. You would lack the resources to fund God’s ministries. You would not have funds to help the needy. You would not have cars to visit the sick or those in prison. Giving away all is not God’s will for most Christians. Being willing to give away all is.
The other side of the coin, amassing great wealth or hoarding is equally foolish. The only reason to accumulate wealth beyond your own needs is to have a storehouse of reserves to build God’s Kingdom. God may indeed multiply your wealth beyond what you can imagine. God is looking for people to whom He can entrust His riches.
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine according to his power that is at work within us.
Ephesians 3:20
Jesus’ parables and teachings emphasize a proper perspective of money. Why limit the application of Ephesians 3:20 to only spiritual matters? The proper perspective and purpose of money is a spiritual matter. That’s why when Zacchaeus said,
Look Lord! Here and now I give half my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything I will pay back four times the amount. Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation has come to this house.’
Luke 19:8-9
Zacchaeus’ outward sign of giving was a manifestation of an inward transformation of salvation. The Bible does not say wealth is wrong. Many Biblical heroes of faith were wealthy.
Richard Foster in Money, Sex & Power gives the following examples of God blessing those who serve Him and use their money and material goods to serve God.
1. God said he would make Abraham’s name great and prosper him. “Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.” (Genesis 13:2)
2. Isaac was envied because of his great wealth. (Genesis 26:14)
3. Job was a man of great wealth.
4. King Solomon excelled all the kings of earth in riches. (1 Kings 10:23)
5. The wise men brought gifts to the Christ child as worship.
6. Zacchaeus gave generously.
7. Wealthy women supported the disciples. (Luke 8:2-3)
8. Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus used their wealth to serve Christ. (Matthew 27:57-61, John 19:38-42)
9. Barnabas gave his land. (Acts 4:36-37)
10. Cornelius “gave alms liberally to the people.” (Acts 4:36-37)
11. Lydia, the seller of purple, used her finances to benefit the early church. (Acts 16:14)
The Bible says:
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.
1 Timothy 6:10
This verse is often misquoted to say “money is the root of all evil,” instead of “the love of money is a root of all evil.” Most people believe money itself is not inherently good or bad, just neutral. But there is a power behind money. Richard Foster states that money has a power with a life of its own, “and very often it is a power that is demonic in character.” Money is a tool that can be used constructively or destructively. Money has a seductive allure that can capture and destroy a person’s life and soul. That’s why the Bible contains so many warnings and instructions about money.
Fire is used to heat your house. Fire is used to propel your car as the gas is burned. Fire is used to cook your food. But fire also burns homes down. Forest fires destroy a wide swath of everything in their paths.
A small gas leak near our lake house in Northern Michigan filled a furniture store and neighboring buildings with natural gas. Since it was on a Sunday nobody noticed. A worker two blocks away was welding a pipe. The entire block exploded. Gas being used to heat the building caused its complete destruction.
Unlike money, fire is neither good nor bad. It all depends on how you use it. Money has an evil power behind it: one that seeks to destroy you. Consider the rich young ruler, the equivalent of today’s geek who started a software company.
The sad saga of the rich young ruler is found in Matthew 19:16-24.
Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, ‘Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?’
‘Why do you ask me about what is good?’ Jesus replied. ‘There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.’
‘Which ones?’ the man inquired.
Jesus replied, ‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother, and love your neighbor as yourself.’
‘All these I have kept,’ the young man said, ‘What do I still lack?’
Jesus answered, ‘If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’
When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.
Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’
Matthew 19:16-24
The man claimed to have kept all the commandments. He was seeking eternal life. He went to the right person to ask his questions. Yet he went away sad because his great wealth came between God and him. His great wealth was his god and the lord of his life. Jesus didn’t condemn wealth; He condemned wealth as the master of this man’s life. Either you master money or money masters you.
No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.
Matthew 6:24
My wife Nancy and our son Daniel were removing the convertible top from Daniel’s Jeep Wrangler. They dropped it. The glass back window shattered into a thousand fragments. Dan was horrified. Nancy said, “Honey, it was an accident. Thank God neither you nor I were hurt. The roof can be replaced. Never get upset over breaking something that can be replaced with money. Money just isn’t important enough to get upset over losing it. I’m glad we both didn’t get cut.”
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we say with confidence,
‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’
Hebrews 13:5-6
Money isn’t important; our relationship with God is of utmost importance.
Money can buy a watch, but not time.
Money can buy a house, but not a home.
Money can buy sex, but not love.
Money can buy a bed, but not sleep.
Money can buy a book, but not knowledge.
Money can buy a position, but not respect.
Money can buy medicine, but not health.
Money can buy blood, but not life.
Money can buy a toy, but not joy.
People with megabucks agree. Here are a few quotes from some of the wealthiest people who ever lived.
“I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness.”
John D. Rockefeller
“The care of $200,000,000 is enough to kill anyone. There is no pleasure in it.”
W. H. Vanderbilt
“I am the most miserable man on earth.”
John Jacob Astor
“I was happier when doing a mechanic’s job.”
Henry Ford
“Millionaires seldom smile.”
Andrew Carnegie
Quoted by Bruce Wilkinson in his “Walk Thru Rewards” seminar and notebook (Atlanta, GA: Walk Thru the Bible Ministries)
Here is a blockbuster thought with profound ramifications. Everything on the list that money cannot buy, God can provide. He can provide time, a home, love, sweet sleep, knowledge, respect, health, joy, life and eternal life. We should not get caught up with the outside but instead allow God to continue His work on our inside. Forget your exterior and focus on your interior, your thoughts, your beliefs, your relationship with your Savior. Money cannot buy everything, but God can provide everything you need.
The best way to develop these Be Attitudes of Prosperity is to flood your mind with God’s thoughts on money and life. Read your Bible, and you will be like the man whose
...delight is in the law of the Lord and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by the streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
Psalm 1:2-3
Time travel with me back to London, England, in the year 1750. Life expectancy was only 29 years. An adult male’s average height was a mere 4’ 7”. The average Englishman weighed a scant 130 pounds. Bathing was a monthly occurrence. The rich used perfume to cover their body odor. The poor just stunk.
Houses were drafty and cold. Heating by fireplaces and candles for light frequently caused homes to burn down. Winters were bitterly cold. Summers were stinking hot.
Meat was a luxury for only the wealthy. If you lived long enough, you would need wooden false teeth to chew the meat. Food selection was almost nonexistent. You ate whatever you could get your hands on. You worked from age ten until you died. Retirement was not invented yet. You worked twelve hours a day, six days a week. The time not spent working for others was spent working for yourself, just trying to survive. Gathering wood, water, and cooking, consumed the few hours after your job. Free time to “chill out” was virtually nonexistent. Pay was barely enough to get by. You didn’t accumulate stuff. Just living and surviving took all your energy and pay. Life was hard, very hard.
The poor outnumbered the rich ninety nine to one. Even the rich didn’t have it so easy. There was no indoor plumbing or running water. Travel was horribly slow over bumpy roads. Communication was only as fast as a horse could carry a letter, even for the King. It took two months to sail the Atlantic. Diseases went untreated. Infant mortality rates were high and food choices were limited even for the rich, including the King of England.
Now please step forward to the present. Today you live in a much more comfortable world than even the wealthy did in 1750. Think of the vast array of foods available, including fresh fruits or fish flown in from around the world. Most people in developed countries are able to eat three meals a day with snacks in between. The problem isn’t getting enough to eat, it’s eating too much of so many wonderful choices. Today’s commonplace conveniences were unimaginable luxuries 260 years ago. Ah, the sweetness of air conditioning and the convenience of indoor plumbing. Schooling is compulsory through age sixteen. Laws protect children from dangerous or abusive work places and practices. Government programs provide medicines, food, and housing for the disadvantaged. Communication is as inexpensive as it is convenient and lightning fast. With cell phones and the internet, communication is almost instantaneous for much of the world.
Travel for most people was unthinkable 260 years ago. But now, many families have multiple automobiles that travel the interstate highways at 70 mph. Today, extensive travel around the country and world is common. Airfare is affordable. The King of England never saw Niagara Falls, St. Petersburg or the Pyramids. In many ways, your life today is immeasurably better than even the King of England’s life 260 years ago.
Now compare your life with the super affluent of today’s world. Basically your life isn’t much different than the life of the wealthiest American, Bill Gates. Chances are both Bill Gates and you sleep on clean sheets in a warm or cool house with the temperature automatically regulated by a thermostat. Both Bill and you enjoy a hot shower and soft towels. Both of you can drink fresh orange juice flown in from Florida. The clothing worn by both of you is clean and comfortable. You both probably own multiple television sets, go out to movies, play golf, and take vacations. The quantity may be different - you buy one seat on the plane while Bill owns the entire Learjet - but the quality of your life isn’t much different than the super affluent.
Please don’t misunderstand me. There is a wide dichotomy between the wealthy and the poor. Wages and profits are not evenly distributed, nor should they be. The chairman of a large drugstore chain earned $30.4 million in 2009, or 1,827 times more earnings per hour than the newly hired cashier at $8.00 an hour. But, the great gap between the affluent and the average person has narrowed considerably when you consider the lifestyle and huge benefits available to people of average means.
You are blessed with abundance and luxuries. As an American, you have more comforts, conveniences, opportunities, gadgets, toys, and benefits than even the very wealthy throughout history.
Why is that? I believe it is because of the bedrock freedoms first guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States. Since 1776, Americans have been free to enjoy life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Americans have an entrepreneurial spirit and an innovative work ethic. The rest of the world is now pursuing those same freedoms and characteristics.
However, I believe the primary reason you are richly blessed with abundance and luxuries is because God honors those who honor Him. America was founded on religious beliefs that positioned the entire planet to experience God’s blessing.
It is impossible to rightly govern a nation without God and the Bible.
George Washington
Remember ever, and always, that your country was founded, not by the “most superficial, the lightest, the most irreflective of all European races,” but by the stern old Puritans who made the deck of the Mayflower an altar of the living God, and whose first act on touching the soil of the new world was to offer on bended knees thanksgiving to Almighty God.
Henry Wilson (1812-1875)
Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people he has chosen as his own inheritance.
Psalm 33:12
God has blessed America because we have been the launching pad of the world’s great missionary movement.
Dr. David Jeremiah
The irrefutable law of sowing and reaping is evident as each generation harvests what previous generations have sowed. We should be thankful and praise God.
Not only is life more enjoyable, but we also have more time to enjoy it because we live longer. In generations past, we worked until we were incapacitated or dead. Now with the benefit of improved nutrition and medical care, many people live nearly as long in their retirement years as in the years spent working during their careers. We should be thankful and praise God.
Much of the world goes to bed hungry every night while many Americans scrape enough food off their plates each day to fill these starving stomachs. On the whole, the world is better fed today than ever before. We should be thankful and praise God.
Yes, the American dream is experiencing a global reach. The hope of a better life is now possible on every continent and in a growing number of countries. It is because America introduced the world to unparalleled freedom and opportunity. The American dream is the heartfelt dream of people everywhere. America just figured out how to make it achievable. We are rich beyond belief. We should be thankful and praise God.
Why should we be thankful? The Bible commands it repeatedly:
Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!
Serve the Lord with gladness!
Come before his presence with singing.
Know that the Lord, he is God;
It is he who has made us, and not we ourselves;
We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
And into his courts with praise!
Be thankful to him, and bless his name!
For the Lord is good;
His mercy is everlasting,
And his truth endures to all generations.
The psalms are full of thanksgiving and instructions to be thankful:
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good.
Psalm 107:1
Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love.
Psalm 107:8, 15, 21 & 31
I will give thanks to the Lord because of his righteousness.
Psalm 7:17
Other holy scriptures are replete with thanksgiving and praise:
Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done.
Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of his wonderful acts.
1 Chronicles 16:8-9
I had the leaders of Judah go up on top of the wall. I also assigned two large choirs to give thanks.
Nehemiah 12:31
In addition to merely being thankful, we should also rejoice:
Rejoice in the Lord always, I will say it again, Rejoice!
Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:4-7
Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
In many of David’s psalms, he cries out whole-heartedly to God, not understanding certain situations of his life. Even though David was a very godly man, he often complained to God.
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?
Psalm 13:1-2
Nonetheless, in every psalm where he cries out to the Lord, all the pleading, all the prayers, all the lamentations always end with thanksgiving and praise:
But I will trust in your unfailing love, my heart rejoices in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord, for he has been good to me.
Psalm 13:5-6
Or consider Psalm 30:5b, a wonderful verse of hope and encouragement in the Lord:
Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.
It is true - you are blessed! Being grateful for whatever blessings you have experienced is the foundation of happiness. We rest in thankfulness by placing our gratitude attitude in the Lord.
Your unconscious mind cannot tell the difference between truth and fiction. Dale Carnegie states, “Stress is caused by worries that 87% of the time never happen.” Fixating on the positive and being thankful leads to joy. The old song Count Your Blessings is based on 1 Thessalonians 5:18:
When upon life’s billows you are tempest tossed,
When you are discouraged thinking all is lost,
Count your many blessings, name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.
Count your blessings,
Name them one by one,
Count your blessings,
See what God hath done!
Count your blessings,
Name them one by one,
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.
Finally, gratitude leads to joy and happiness which in turn leads to peace of mind. I know life is tough. In this world there is disease, death, war, poverty, job loss, income struggles, problems with children, unfair situations, divorce, lawsuits, outrageous behavior, sadness, stress and pain.
But God is good.
We know our eternal home is Heaven. God has not promised to give us all our wants, ut He has promised to supply all our needs.
Your mind can only focus on one thing at a time. Multitasking is a myth. Yes, you can drive and eat a chicken sandwich at the same time, but your mind is jumping back and forth at lightning speed between the two tasks. If a negative thought enters my mind when I’m putting, chances increase I’ll miss the putt. Yet, if my thinking is positive, chances increase I’ll make the shot.
One thing that always works is filling your mind with thanksgiving, and then these positive thoughts will dominate and drive away despair and fear.
Whether you think you can - or think you can’t - you’re right!
Henry Ford
You choose what goes into your mind. Choose wisely. Read the Bible and other affirming books, listen to praise music, spend time with loving and encouraging friends and family. These are all sources of thanksgiving and gratitude. Yes, there are hard times but take to heart Jesus’ words,
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.
John 16:35
Have you noticed how certain people with “everything” - wealth, power, fame, and health - are some of the most miserable people? They complain and grouse about everything. Yet other people with seemingly “nothing” are full of joy and life despite their hardships. The difference is the gratitude attitude of thanksgiving despite the outward unfairness of life.
Thanksgiving gives proper perspective to life. So remember the first Be Attitude of Prosperity:
Blessed are the grateful, for theirs is a life of joy
Be Grateful
You Are Rich, Already!
The 11 Be Attitudes of Prosperity are rules that may help you put to work the wealth you already have and grow it exponentially. Follow the rules and you will be Blessed Beyond Belief!
…the borrower is the servant to the lender.
Proverbs 22:7
The greatest discovery of my generation is that human beings can alter their lives by altering their attitudes of mind.
William James
The annual Detroit International Auto Show is a big deal. The automakers frequently introduce new ideas and styles via concept cars. These cars are harbingers of future models. They are used to excite and tease the public as well as to gauge the public’s reception and excitement of a potential new model.
After the show ended late on a Sunday night, an employee drove home one of the concept cars - without permission. The show wasn’t moving on to the next venue until the following Thursday, so he planned to return the car Wednesday night and figured nobody would know.
On Tuesday, he received a surprise call from his boss. Plans had changed. He was to report immediately to Cobo Arena, the host venue of the Auto Show, since they were packing up early. The employee had no way to return the car without anyone knowing what he had done. The car was reported as stolen. The concept car sat in his garage for 11 years under a tarp. His wife gave him grief over it. He had huge guilt. Finally, he told his boss the sad story. He confessed and returned the concept car. The company didn’t prosecute him because there was no criminal intent, but he was immediately fired.
This true story is a case of borrowing gone horribly wrong. It was an unauthorized, illegal borrowing. Yet, fully authorized, legal borrowing can also destroy your life, or at a minimum, impede your path to prosperity.
Debt is mentioned often in the Bible:
Let no debt remain outstanding except the continuing debt to love one another.
Romans 13:8
The Bible does not prohibit debt but gives serious warning about the use of someone else’s money. Most commentators believe that “outstanding” in Romans 13:8 means past due. Borrowing is permitted, but it is not acceptable to have debt past due. I strongly recommend paying off credit cards each month, but it is not against God’s wealth principles to carry a credit card balance as long as you are current on your payments.
However, death is the reward of an undisciplined life.
Proverbs 5:23
I believe financial death is the punishment for the undisciplined use of credit.
The road to life is a disciplined life.
Proverbs 10:17
Only use your credit cards for the convenience they offer but discipline yourself to pay off the balance every month. If you are carrying a balance, look out below because you are falling into the debt pit. Get to a place where your credit card balances are fully paid each month.
You can attain wealth two ways: you can increase your inflow (your income), and you can decrease your outflow (your expenses). Picture a sink with the faucet on and the drain wide open. To get more water in the sink, you need to increase the water flow in, decrease the water running out, or both. Later I will talk about ways to increase the water flow in (income), but the simplest way to accumulate wealth is to decrease the outflow (expenses). The first and most significant way to decrease the outflow is to control the use of your credit cards.
Today’s credit industry makes it easy to spend - even to spend what you don’t have. The existence of easy credit is a double sided sword that cuts deeply and quickly into your financial well being.
One trigger of prosperity in the 1920’s was General Motors’ invention of the installment payment plan. Instead of saving money until you could afford an automobile, GM offered the consumer the never before opportunity of taking the new car immediately home from the showroom floor and making payments over a number of years. GM stock increased 1500% during the 1920’s largely because the common man could now afford a brand new car. Sadly, it also ushered in the era of easy credit and increasing debt.
Oh boy, talk about the first step down a slippery slope. The real truth is people’s finances hadn’t changed; only their ability to buy something before they had saved the money to fully pay for it. Installment payments, GM’s brilliant marketing strategy that propelled them to unparalleled success, is the same marketing ploy that ensnares us today. Even relatively inexpensive items costing only $100 are offered for only five low payments of only $20.95. The interest charge makes the item more expensive.
Installment payments and easy credit have caused consumers to go further into debt than any other time in our history. The debt to income ratio has never been higher. So the first problem with debt is it causes us to spend future income. Debt lets you spend income you have not yet earned.
The second hidden hook is when you are in debt you pay interest instead of earning interest. If you wait to purchase a new car until you save the money to pay cash, you could be earning interest instead of paying interest. A simple subrule to achieve freedom from debt is not to buy anything unless you can pay with cash. An exception could be a major purchase that normally appreciates in value such as a house. Obviously, in these troubled times, it’s difficult for your home to increase in value, but give it time. The housing market is cyclical but normally moves higher over time. Your house could be one of your greatest investments.
If you follow this ancillary rule you will derive four benefits. First, you won’t spend as much. Second, you will do less impulse buying which is an absolute budget breaker. Third, you earn interest while you wait to accumulate sufficient cash. Fourth, you don’t pay interest. Paying cash cuts the outflow while increasing the inflow, which is a double blessing.
What about purchasing a car? Is it possible to purchase a car without borrowing? Yes, it is. A new car depreciates 20% the minute you drive it off the dealer’s lot. Cars continue to depreciate. Why pay interest on a depreciating asset? A used car is a much more economical purchase. The best plan is to buy a used car with cash. Then, invest the monthly payment amount you would have spent. In the future, you will have the cash to buy your next car. In essence, you are paying interest to yourself instead of to the bank. The difference will astound you.
Credit cards are quicksand that swallow the finances of inattentive people. They are easy to use and convenient, which is precisely why they are fatal for accumulating wealth. Credit card companies will extend your credit line far beyond your ability to pay. They are looking out for their own best interest, not yours. You must look out for your own best interest or you will soon find yourself trapped in a credit card quagmire.
Use credit cards for convenience only. If you cannot pay off the balance in its entirety each month, stop using the card. The best option: destroy the card. Larry Burkett recommended you preheat your oven to 400°, place your credit cards on a cookie sheet, and bake until they are a gooey glob of unusable plastic. Or just cut them up.
Another option is to freeze your cards in a block of ice. When you see an item you want, you must let the block of ice thaw. No fair using the microwave or oven to accelerate the thawing process. Usually in the time it takes to de-ice the cards, the impulse to purchase will have passed. Refreeze your cards. Smile as your wealth multiplies.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34212 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!