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This is a very large coat. It can be made for a miniature horse, a rather large dog, a large pig that is kept in the house or even a lama or a favorite cow. It might even be large enough to be a horse blanket for a very special horse.
Materials:
Medium or #4 weight cotton yarn, such as Peaches & Crème brand 100% cotton yarn (Ecru). Or for a smaller coat use a finer yarn and smaller needles. The ecru/natural color may hold dye very well, with either processed dyes or natural dyes, like those from onion skins.
Size 8 (or smaller) needles or to match gauge.
Button, approx. 1" diameter
Crochet hook, yarn needle and row counter
Gauge: 24 stitches in the lace equals approximately 6.5” and 18 rows of lace equals 4”. The lace is stretchy and can vary in size. In the ribbing 10 stitches equals 3” and 5 rows equals 1”. If this becomes larger than expected it can be discreetly gathered on the reverse side and easily loose about 2 - 4 inches across the back. It cotton version can also be shrunk in the wash if needed.
Overall chart (as the project progressed these sizes have changed):
Measure animal: Neck diameter in pattern is approximately 32-35”, chest diameter is 40-44” approx. and from the base of neck to front of tail is 24". The full diagram includes extra charted areas to allow for adjustments for size. The neck can be made smaller by gathering through the first row past the ribbing in the yo openings and putting a casing(s) behind the cable section and not doing the edging part of the pattern around the body of the coat. There are modified versions of the coat with details removed and it could be even smaller without the edging detail. There is also an optional larger edging detail included.
Calculate the amount needed for the adjustment and split it in half. Use this amount on either side edge. For example, to increase (decrease) the neck size by an inch, add (subtract) half an inch, or two stitches, to either edge. Chest measurements can be adjusted most easily in the strap.
To size the coat up easily center lines have been indicated on the overall chart. Just add in the amount of additional repetitions you need, horizontally or vertically (or both) along these lines; like when altering a sewing pattern in a similar manner.
It is possible to knit this from the sections of the chart. However, it is easier and causes fewer errors if you print the sections out and tape them together into one large chart.
Finishing:
With right side out, place the neck edges together and seam with a mattress stitch from the top down for approximately 2 to 4". You may want to try it on the pet to see how it fits best. It should be loose around the neck. On some pets it may be more comfortable to close using buttons, with small loops along this edge.
For the strap, pick up eight stitches in the center of one of the sides, and knit in stockinette stitch for four to six inches and then hold four stitches. Work the remaining stitches for five rows or for the height of the button. Hold these four stitches and go back to the first four held stitches. With additional yarn, work these stitches for the same number of rows, then pick up the other three stitches and work as one row for another three to five rows (depending on your taste) and bind off. Sew on button. Weave in any loose ends. OR Make two ties in a similar manner and attach to the underside of the coat about 2 – 4” in from the edge and tie like a bathrobe might from the inside. (Please let me know if you have any concerns or thoughts that should be incorporated into this pattern.)
Note: This coat was inspired by Shelby Dabney-Horvath.
I use a number of sources in creating these coat designs. A significant source is Charted Knitting Designs by Barbara G. Walker. I also use stitches found on the internet. I am not afraid to modify these designs as needed for these garments or to create new stitches for them. I am very interested in vintage stitches and hope to include more in the future.
Complete pattern chart:
This shows the details of an optional lace edging on the side. [The band aids indicate the difficulties encountered in creating the pattern.]
Charts of details:
Additional photos of details:
(These were very quick photos and were heavily color adjusted to show the details)
Edging details – smaller in blue and larger in pink.
Beginning to work out details of corner in edging in a variant not used in final design.
First attempt at edging for bottom edge – before revisions.
Variations ~ Complete pattern chart – smaller coat versions (some with old versions of pattern):
Note: It occurred to me that there may be people who would like to use this panel of stitches in other ways or forms. They may like to try it in a sweater (either with or without sleeves), in a skirt (either straight or flared) or as a shawl (using one or two panels end to end). If it is made longer with ribbing on either end it could be easily made into a shrug which could have the cable running along the shoulders. I am sure there are many other wonderful ways to use this design.
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