An original new approach to healthcare in America
How to get universal healthcare and save 200 billion dollars in the process
Foreword
President Kennedy, in his inaugural address, uttered what has got to be one of the most quoted and famous lines ever spoken. You know the one I’m talking about, he said, “Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your country.” Liberals love that line and I have to confess I love it too, and I’m a conservative. My problem is I’m not sure many people know what he was talking about, at least that’s the way it feels to me, we like the way it sounds but most of us don’t live it. As near as I can tell, a lot of us think it means that we should all go to work for the government and collect a nice salary along with a terrific benefits package but I’m pretty sure that’s not what President Kennedy meant. This isn’t easy to say because I know I’m probably going to lose a lot of you right off the bat and that’s not what I want to do but a lot of those jobs are unnecessary and they cost the taxpayers a fortune. That’s not public service, that is taking advantage of the public and it’s definitely not what President Kennedy meant when he spoke those words fifty years ago. I think what Kennedy meant was that we should strive for personal independence, to try and to be truly grateful that we were born in this terrific country and that by taking care of ourselves we do our country a great service. Yes, he also meant that we should help our fellow citizens when they need it but those same citizens owe us something too. They owe it to all of us to do their best to take care of themselves. We owe that to each other, each of us and all of us. This country doesn’t owe me, you, or anyone else, a living, free healthcare, education or housing, it owes us what the Constitution promises to all of us, the right to pursue our dreams without worrying that we will be discriminated against by others or harmed by the government. The Constitution is very clear about that point, it specifically lists all the things the government is allowed to do and prohibits it from doing anything else. For our Founders to take the time to actually draft a list of specifically allowed powers proves just how limited they wanted the government to be, if that wasn’t the case they would have clearly granted the Congress a general legislative power with no limits. Today we seem to think nothing of ignoring all the hard work that went into forming this country and now our lack of attention to our own history and laws could very well be our undoing. Our country owes us equal opportunity, not equal results. Equal results would be terrific but it’s not an achievable goal, we all have different abilities, different desires, different paths we want to follow so in the end I’m not so sure equal results is even a desirable goal. I can only imagine what life would be like if that were the case, my own life has been touched in one way or another by people from every walk of life and people from all economic levels, I suspect everyone reading this could say the same thing. I think as Americans we like the fact that the country is home to a wide variety of people, it makes for a very interesting place to live. And I know you’re probably wondering how all this relates to healthcare but it does and I’ll explain just how as we go along, I promise.
This book came about after listening to all the arguments about healthcare over the last couple years. I listened to everyone and I didn’t hear anything new from either side. The Democrats put forth all the same old, tired ideas for a public option and when it became clear they couldn’t get that they switched to another liberal favorite, government mandates to force us to buy insurance and more regulations on businesses that will insure nothing except to insure it will cost more to run a business. The Republicans weren’t any better, they claimed they’d be willing to do something but no one believed them because until this bill was rammed down our throats they never did much in the area of healthcare. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not knocking them because it’s my own personal belief that the government has no constitutional right to be involved in this area of our lives. Most people who have ever given the issue much thought know that’s true but they choose to ignore the facts because it’s actually quite inconvenient if you want the government involved. FDR, one of the fathers of big government and a liberal icon, knew the federal government had no business in healthcare, welfare, education and an assortment of other areas and I’ll prove that to you later in this book. Unfortunately he ignored what he knew to be the truth and started us down the road we’re on now which is leading us straight to national bankruptcy. Why did he do this? I think it was nothing more than his own political ambition, he wanted to be seen as the man who ended the Great Depression and was willing to do that through whatever means necessary, constitutional or not, it didn’t work and it set us up for eventual disaster.
So I want to follow President Kennedy’s advice and do something for my country, I want to put out an idea for a reasonable compromise on healthcare that will save us money, a lot of money, cover virtually everyone and help each and everyone of us to do something for our country…just like President Kennedy asked us to do fifty years ago.
I want everyone to really think about this as you read it and if you like what you read think about how you could help make Creativecare a reality. I’ll give you my e-mail address and a few suggestions in the last chapter just in case you decide you’d like to help. I can’t really do much on my own, I’ll need a lot of help, without your help, this will never go anywhere.
Have you ever wondered why nobody in government ever comes up with anything truly imaginative? I’ve thought about that quite a lot over the years, yeah, I know, I need a life, and I think, among other things, it’s because every administration, Democrat or Republican, hires back the same old people from previous administrations who bring with them the all the same old tired ideas. Or, they hire academics who, for the most part, think they know all the answers but in fact have very little real world experience. Don’t get me wrong, I love academics and know quite a few of them so I know what I’m talking about but throughout history they have a very poor record when it comes to running a country. I think a better role for them is to stay at their universities and teach as many students as possible all they know about math, science and history, they would be doing everyone a great service. We desperately need scientists, doctors and honest historians but churning out more lawyers is pretty much a waste of time, the country doesn’t need more lawyers, just look at how clogged up the court system is already. I know I just made a lot of people mad but think about it and even if you won’t admit it to your friends you can admit it to yourself, in your heart you know I’m right about this, endless legal wrangling about everything is costing this country billions of dollars and most of the time it produces nothing of any value.
So look around, who did Obama choose for his administration? He picked a bunch of old tired Clinton hands, a tired old Clinton wife and a group of far left academics, is it any wonder when they dreamed up national healthcare they came up with a plan like Obamacare? The left loves a big government filled with bureaucrats who will supposedly lead us down the road to prosperity and happiness. It kind of surprises me that so many far left types embrace this sort of government because they hated government back in the day but maybe they feel since they are the government now it’s a good thing. They should know better.
If you’re on the far left and are already aggravated with me, relax, I’m not going to let the right off easy on this either. They do the same thing when it comes to recycling old personnel, Bush gave us Cheney and Rumsfeld and others and those birds go all the way back to Nixon. I know the theory on both sides is that these old hacks know the way around Washington and that’s fine but is that what we really need? People who know how Washington works? I’ve got news for you, that isn’t necessarily a good idea. Here’s a fresh idea, how about people who know how America works? There are never enough new faces in any administration, how about appointing a real small businessman to the cabinet, someone who might have successfully run a business for a couple decades and never thought of getting into government. Maybe appoint a real working man or woman to an important position instead of some labor leader who makes a million bucks a year and is usually drunk with his own sense of self importance. You don’t need to be educated at Harvard or Yale to understand what is good for the country…in fact, given our present situation I think the opposite argument could be made…quite successfully too. You’ll have to excuse me but I thought the government in this country was supposed to be made up of citizens who took a little time off from their occupations to serve their country, not made up of people who have done nothing but government in their lives and I don’t care if we’re talking Republicans or Democrats. It’s unfortunate but the government has become a path to riches for a lot of people and that doesn’t bode well for the country. I don’t mean to pick on Bill Clinton but he made a fortune after his presidency, it’s not how this country was supposed to work. A government made up of honest, hard working citizens who have the best interests of their country in mind could not do any worse than what we have now. We’re doing exactly as some of our best presidents have warned us not to do so why are we surprised that things are going to hell in a handbasket? Read Washington’s and Eisenhower’s farewell addresses if you’re not sure what I’m talking about here.
Okay, enough of that for now. So what makes me think any healthcare plan I come up would be any good? And why the heck should you bother listening to me? Maybe we’d be better off if a national figure like Rush Limbaugh or Ed Schultz dreamed up a plan. They’re on opposite ends of the political spectrum and they both like to talk, and talk, and talk, certainly one of them could come up with a reasonable plan? Unfortunately I haven’t heard anything from either one of them, both know what they don’t like but apparently talk show hosts don’t feel as if they need to offer any solutions. That’s not quite fair, Schultz says he wants a single payer system, very original Ed. How about some unheralded, but well connected, insurance executive? They understand insurance, couldn’t one of them offer up a few positive ideas? What about Obama, he’s the president and he did put out a plan but lets be honest, Obamacare stinks, don’t deny it, I’m not telling you anything you don’t already know. It’s unimaginative and so packed with onerous mandates that once it’s fully implemented everyone will come to hate it for one reason or another. Yes, I admit there are elements of Obamacare that will be popular but they are few and far between and the rest of it…well the rest of it stinks. We can do better than that. I know most of you have dealt with government at one level or another even if it’s just with the DMV in your state and I know most of you have come away from that experience unimpressed to say the least. So knowing this information in advance why the hell would you think they’d be any better when it comes to health insurance? The people the government will have working in the new healthcare bureaucracy are essentially the same people private insurance companies will employ with one big difference. When they’re working for the government they won’t have to worry about whether or not you’re a satisfied customer. Why? Because the government doesn’t have to worry about that sort of thing, private companies do or they’ll be out of business.
Well, enough of that, I have an idea and I think it’s a good one. I’m not claiming it’s all original but I’ve never heard or read anything like it before so I’m putting it out there as my own for your consideration. I hope you’ll like it, actually, I hope you’ll love it, then together we can find a way to get it out there so the rest of the country can consider it along with all the other options we have available to us. Let the people have a real choice on an issue of this importance, don’t just accept the plan a bunch of politicians forced on us, trust me, they don’t have your best interests at heart, they have a very nice plan of their own and they aren’t going to give it to you. To be fair, they couldn’t, it’s far too expensive to do that, it would break us faster than we’re going broke now. And another thing, they aren’t going to be participants in Obamacare along with us, that’s not good enough for them. Is it good enough for you? I hope you agree with me when I say it isn’t even close to being good enough. Put aside your party affiliations and do your best to think rationally about this, do we really want a single payer system? That’s what they’re trying to give us, Obamacare is just the first step along the way. I would urge you to read any British newspaper on just about any day of the week and you’ll see the nightmares that go along with a single payer. We have a good system here, the problem is not everyone has access to it…this plan will solve a lot of the problems and save us a pile of money, a huge pile of money.
Okay, first of all I believe there is a limit to what government can do and still do well and this government proves that everyday. They don’t have any answers to any of the problems we face and that should be abundantly clear given the state of our economy. Finances are in a state of disarray at virtually every level of government. Look at our cities if you doubt me when I say that. The infrastructure is crumbling, streets aren’t plowed in the winter, the cities are broke and all because they couldn’t stick to doing the things they should do, like providing a minimal police and fire department, educating kids and taking care of the roads. If they spent as much money actually building roads and infrastructure as they do on the ridiculous pensions they hand out to cops and firemen things wouldn’t be nearly as screwed up as they are right now. I’m not kidding, I mean it, the pension plans of public officials are crippling the very people they profess to serve. To provide them with these benefits is fine but if it’s bankrupting the very people who are paying the salaries, it doesn’t make any sense. In my own small city, the police chief retired a couple years ago at the ripe old age of forty-eight with a pension of over a hundred ten thousand dollars a year, more than his salary at the time of his retirement. In addition to the money we are paying his health insurance for life, so this supposed public servant costs the city well over a hundred thirty thousand a year, that amounts to all the real estate taxes collected on over twenty-five average sized homes every year, is this fair? Is that really public service? My own view is that the inmates have taken over the asylum and the people taking these kind of benefits from their fellow citizens ought to stop the charade that they are public servants. Trust me when I tell you this, if you took away the overly generous pensions good, qualified people would still take these jobs, we don’t need to spend ourselves into oblivion to get people to work as police and firemen. I don’t mean to say these aren’t good people but if we’re struggling to pay them is it fair when a cop can retire at forty-eight with a pension over a hundred thousand a year while the people who pay the bills make half that and have to work all of their lives? Cops and firemen will tell you their jobs are dangerous and it’s true but not as dangerous as many private sector jobs that have nowhere near the benefits. Look up the statistics for the ten most dangerous jobs, cops and firemen don’t even make the top ten. Yes, the jobs are dangerous but it doesn’t mean they should get to retire after twenty years and start collecting a pension in their forties when people who make far less have to continue working to pay those pensions. The same goes for state and federal governments, the benefits are far too expensive and the scope of what the government does is far too broad. When it gets to the point where any government at any level is dictating how we live our lives down to what we should or shouldn’t eat I think you can safely assume that things are out of control. When I was a kid I used to hear this a lot, people would shake their heads and say, “There ought to be a law against…”, fill in the blank. I guess they were serious because now there are laws against just about everything and it’s crippling us. I really didn’t mean to go off on a tangent like this but think about it for a minute, and try to be honest with yourself. Do you really think these laws do anyone any good? Even something as well intentioned as gun control, it’s nuts, the old saying about only criminals having guns if you outlaw them is absolutely true. Guns laws don’t prevent crimes, they just make it harder for honest citizens to get them, criminals can buy them on the street anytime they feel like it. The point is…government has screwed up basically everything…don’t hand them the right to be our sole source of health insurance.
Now, back to healthcare, I think if you could catch most conservatives in an honest moment they would admit to at least some concern over losing their medical insurance. No one wants to think about the financial nightmare that would surely result from getting sick or injured without health insurance. And, at the same time I think, in a similar moment of honesty, most liberals, except maybe the far, far lefties among you, would question how fair it is to extract money from the already hard pressed middle class to take care of people who seem to think the world owes them everything. We all know in our hearts there are millions of people in this country who refuse to take personal responsibility for anything, we don’t like to admit it or say it out loud but we know it’s the truth. I believe this plan will satisfy some of the concerns of everyone but it won’t satisfy all of the concerns of anyone. It’s called compromise, real compromise, and I hope by the time you finish reading this I hope most of you will see the benefits of this idea and help me to get enough politicians on board to make it happen. If this isn’t exactly the right answer I think it’s close and I hope you’ll join me to help make this, or something very much like it, happen.
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