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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
This study and revision aid has been designed and developed for 2nd and final year undergraduates reading Italian Literature and Language and has been used in the Language Lab at the University of Kent, Canterbury (UK). However, it can be used by anyone studying the text of Six Characters in Search of an Author in Italian or English.
It started life as a dissertation and interactive project for a Masters degree in 1999, the project written in what was then known as Borland Delphi, now Delphi Programming Language. A few years later it became an interactive website and now it's morphed into an eBook!
Before reading this, it is beneficial to have read both Pirandello's Preface and the text of Six Characters in Search of an Author.
Here are four modules that can be studied in any order, and each module begins with an Introduction and has several sections. The fifth module discusses the relation between the Actors and Characters. On the website there is an additional module containing a selection of interactive quizzes and exercises about the play in both English and Italian plus some videos.
This book does not set out to provide all the answers to questions asked about the play - rather it will introduce different facets and concepts, encouraging the reader to study the text and investigate further.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Module One: Background to the play
1.3. Events Leading up to the Play
1.4. Socio-Historical Context of the Play
Module Two: Synopsis of the play
3.8. The Little Girl & Little Boy
4.3. Multiplicity of Personality
An exploration of the relation between the Actors and Characters
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Module One: Background To The Play
1.1. Introduction
In this module you will find a brief biography of Pirandello's life, his possible motives for writing the play and the influence of the social and historical events during those years. In addition there is a complete bibliography of all Pirandello's works.
Luigi Pirandello was born of rich, middle-class parents in Grigenti (now Agrigento), in Sicily on 28 June 1867. As a young man he studied at the Universities of Palermo, Rome and Bonn, gaining his doctorate at the latter in 1891. His first published work, Mal giocondo, was a collection of poems, critical essays, novels, short stories and over forty plays.
In 1894 he married Antonietta Portulano, the daughter of his father's business associate. Financial disaster and a severe illness brought on by the birth of their third child, drove his wife to an hysterical form of insanity. Only in 1918, when her presence in the family constituted a real threat to their daughter's safety, did Pirandello agree to have his wife committed to an asylum. The enormous emotional strain he felt at this time is reflected in the intense pessimisim found in his work.
Pirandello's first real success in the theatre came about in 1921, when ‘Six Characters in Search of an Author’ was performed.
In the following years Pirandello travelled abroad extensively. In 1925 he embarked on a career as a producer and founded his Art Theatre in Rome. The same year he met Marta Abba, an unknown, beautiful actress, and fell in love with her. She remained not only his confidante but also his inspiring muse and artistic collaborator, helping in his plans to reform Italian theatre under the Fascist regime. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1934 and died two years later in Rome on 10 December.
1.3. Events leading up to the play
For Luigi Pirandello, aged 48, the year 1915 was a watershed in his life. This was the year that his mother died; it was the beginning of World War I and his son was conscripted. His beloved wife, Antonietta, became insane, and his daughter attempted suicide after suggestions of incest by her deranged mother.
All these tragic events resulted in his lapse into a dream world and two years later he was writing to his son, "... something strange and very sad, so very sad. Six Characters in Search of an Author: a novel in the making. Maybe you'll understand what I mean. Six characters caught up in a terrible drama, who come to me to be made into a novel". Pirandello believed he was 'visited' by his characters, figments of his imagination, which demonstrates how closely an author related to his characters.
The proposed novel became a play first presented in Rome in 1921.
1.4. Socio-historical context of the play
Luigi Pirandello was brought up in Sicily, "an island of astonishing natural beauty and degradation, inhabited by people of passion with a highly developed sense of formality. The social mores were extreme in their rigidity; hypocrisy, repression and exploitation all went hand in hand with a powerful church regime, a strict morality and a feudal society'. (Linstrum, 1985:viii)
His father managed and owned a sulphur mine at Empedocle where Pirandello worked briefly as a youth, witnessing conditions of industrial slavery such as was recounted by Emile Zola in Germinal. Life by the end of the nineteenth century had been greatly influenced by Darwin, Freud and Einstein, and later was to adapt to the social repercussions of the first World War. Pirandello's work followed the verismo and realismo of Verga and Capuana.
Read about Teatro del Grottesco, Commedia del'Arte and Teatro Futurista.
For a complete bibliography see 'Bibliografia della critica pirandelliana' by Alfredo Barbina, 1889-1961, Firenze 1967.
Collections of Short Stories
Amori senza amore, 1894
Beffe della morte e della vita, 1902 & 1903
Quando'ero matto, 1902
Bianche e nere, 1904
Ermesbifronte, 1906
La vita nuda, 1911
Tersetti, 1912
Le due maschere, 1914
La trappola, 1915
E domani lunedi, 1917
Un cavallo nella luna, 1918
Berecch e la guerra, 1919
Novelle per un anno, 1922-1937
Poems
Mal giocondo, 1889
Pasqua de Gea, 1891
Per Gudro, 1894
Elegie renane, 1895
Sampogna, 1901
Scamandro, 1909
Fuor di chiave, 1912
Elegie romane, 1896
Essays
Arte e scienza, 1908
L'umorismo, 1908
Novels
L'esclusa, 1908
Il turno, 1902
Il fu Mattia Pascal, 1904
Suo marito, 1911
I vecchi e i giovani, 1913
Si gira, 1915 (later republished as Quaderni di Serafino Gubbio operatore, 1925)
Uno, nessuno, e centomila, 1926
Plays
La morsa Published 1898 Performed 1910
Lumíe di Sicilia Published 1911 Performed 1910
Il dovere del medico Published 1912 Performed 1913
Cecé Published 1913 Performed 1913
Se non cosí Published 1916 Performed 1915
All'uscita Published 1916 Performed 1922
Pensaci, Giacomino! Published 1917 Performed 1916
Liolà Published 1917 Performed 1916
Cosí è (se vi pare) Published 1918
La patente Published 1918 Performed 1919
Il piacere dell'onestà Published 1918 Performed 1917
Il berretto a sonagli Published 1918 Performed 1917
Il giuoco delle parti Published 1919 Performed 1918
L'uomo, la bestia e la virtú Published 1919 Performed 1919
Ma non è una cosa seria Published 1919 Performed 1918
Tutto per bene Published 1920 Performed 1920
L'innesto Published 1921 Performed 1919
Come prima, meglio di prima Published 1921 Performed1922
Sei personaggi in cerca d'autore Published 1921 Performed1921
Enrico IV Published 1922 Performed 1922
La signora Morli, una e due Published 1922 Performed 1920
Vestire gli ignuda Published 1923 Performed 1922
La vita che ti diedi Published 1924 Performed 1923
Sagra dell Signore della Nave Published 1925 Performed 1925
Ciascuno a suo modo Published 1924 Performed 1924
L'altro figlio Published 1925 Performed 1923
L'imbecille Published 1926 Performed 1922
All'uscita Published 1926 Performed 1922
L'uomo dal fiore in bocca Published 1926 Performed 1923
Diana e la Tuda Published 1927 Performed 1927
L'amica delle mogli Published 1927 Performed 1927
La nuova colonia Published 1928 Performed 1928
Bellavita Published 1928 Performed 1927
Liolá Published 1928 Performed 1942
Sogno (ma forse no) Published 1936 Performed (Portugal) 1931
O di uno o di nessuno Published 1929 Performed 1929
Lazzaro Published 1929 Performed1929
Questa sera si recita a soggetto Published 1930 Performed 1930
Come tu mi vuoi Published 1930 Performed 1930
I giganti della montagna Published 1931 Performed 1937
Trovarsi Published 1932 Performed 1932
Quando si è qualcuno Published 1933 Performed 1933
La favola del figlio cambiato Published 1933 Performed 1934
No si sa come Published 1935 Performed 1935
Pari (unfinished) Published 1938
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Module Two: Synopsis Of The Play
2.1. Introduction
Written in the short space of three weeks in early 1921, the play was performed that same year on May 10 at the Teatro Valle in Rome by the Niccodemi Company. It was badly received by the audience, the author was greeted with derisory whistles and coins were thrown at the end of the evening.
Perhaps this was not surprising in Rome, the city encircling the Vatican City, kernel of Catholicism, as the play presents subjects considered taboo in the early 1900s - illegitimacy, prostitution, child neglect, suicide and possible incest. However, the next performance, further north in Milan's Teatro Mazzoni received strong support and approval. This secured the play's success and after some adaptations Pirandello added his Preface in 1924.
Visit: http://www.smashwords.com/books/view/65107 to purchase this book to continue reading. Show the author you appreciate their work!