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To Love a Music Master by
Nancy Pirri: 

Piano virtuoso, Jasper Hughes, once found his old student Annabelle
Watkins undisciplined. Now she asks Hughes to teach her again. He
reluctantly agrees, and finds himself falling in love with her, and
she with him.

 


The Wizard of Mars by Jack
Wear:

Party girl Elli was sent to Mars for work as a
condition for her parents' financial assistance. Ryan wanted Elli
badly and he decided he had to something special to claim
her.

 




Coming to her Senses by
Maranda Russell:

John has loved Kiri for years, but Kiri is too
busy self-destructing to return that love. Can the magic of
Christmas finally bring these two together for good, or will it end
in heartbreak?

 


Charlie's Christmas by
Glenn Parkhurst:

An electrifying change in Charlie sends him out
to spread Christmas cheer throughout the city. His feverish
activities take him to a place he had never encountered. What more
can Christmas be than colored lights and gifts?

 


A Simple Christmas by Glen
Parkhurst:

How difficult is it to maintain a decent
neighborhood. Isn't there always one who spoils the scene with
half-wit decorations and faded plastic ornaments? Where is the
Christmas spirit in these people? Will Jerry ever live up to his
neighbor's expectations?

 


A Picture Perfect
Christmas by Anna James:

Trent Mackenzie is attracted Carly Monroe, an old
friend. Will the Christmas holiday work it's magic and convince
Carly that her feelings for Trent are real and lasting or will the
doubt and betrayal of the past prevail?

 


Protolanguage, Cookie
Dough, And Mistletoe by SS Hampton, Sr.:

Christmas is a time of good cheer and
gift-giving. But sometimes the gift giving can be more important
than anyone could imagine…

 


Wassail and the White
Witch by Ellen Margret:

The festive Christmas traditions left Alex cold,
but when a lady biker rode into his life on a Royal Enfield, things
suddenly warmed up nicely.
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 To Love a Music Master

by Nancy Pirri

 


1885, New York City

 


Annabelle Watkins stood outside the Hughes
School of Music, a pristine, white-gloved hand poised, and ready to
knock on the door. The prestigious school, housed in an old
brownstone building, was located on the corner of Fifth and Cedar.
Annabelle was personally familiar with the school.

Covertly, she glanced around, knowing she
should not have left her chaperone behind. Society frowned upon
unmarried women of an available age gallivanting (as her mama used
to say) alone about town. However, it was daylight and she was
twenty-two years old, not some young girl directly out of the
school room. Recently, Annabelle concluded that her prospects at
finding a suitable beau were diminishing with the passing of time,
resigning herself to the possibility of subsiding into a sorry
state of spinsterhood for the rest of her life. The thought brought
tears to her eyes and she choked back a sob.

Annabelle straightened her peacock-blue hat
and brushed a piece of lint off her matching woolen coat. Tucking
one strand of hair into her coiffure, she knocked briskly on the
door, and then backed down one step. The worst that could happen
was that Master Hughes could simply tell her ‘no’, he wouldn’t take
her as a student.

Annabelle supposed she couldn’t blame him if
he declined, thinking of their past history. Embarrassment swept
through her as she thought about her final momentous lesson with
Hughes several years ago; it had not been pretty, albeit it had
been memorable. Her words at the time had rung out, loud and clear,
laced with sarcasm that she would never step foot inside his studio
again. Now here she was, with little choice in the matter.
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